
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




Hosted by 



Google 



N T E S, 

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL, 



ON THE 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 



DESIGNED FOR 



BIBLE CLASSES AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 



BY ALBERT BARNESa 



TWENTIETH EDITION. 



NEW YORK : 
HARPER & BROTHERS, PUBLISHERS, 

329 «fe 33 1 PEARL STREET, 
FRANKLIN SQUARE. 

185 7, 



Hosted by 



Google 



Entered, according to the Act of Congress, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-four, by 

ALBERT BARNES, 

in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the United States, in and 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 



Hosted by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION. 



There is no evidence that the title " The Acts of the Apostles" affixed 
to this book, was given by divine authority, or by the writer himself. It 
is a title, however, which, with a little variation, has been given to it 
by the Christian church at all times. The term " Acts" is not used as 
it is sometimes with us to denote decrees or laws, but it denotes the 
doings of the apostles. It is a record of what the apostles did in found- 
ing and establishing the Christian church. It is worthy of remark, how- 
ever, that it contains chiefly a record of the doings of Peter and Paul. 
Peter was commissioned to open the doors of the Christian church to 
both Jews and Gentiles (see Note, Matt. xvi. 18, 19) ; and Paul was 
chosen to bear the gospel especially to the pagan world. As these two 
apostles were the most prominent and distinguished in founding and or- 
ganizing the Christian church, it was deemed proper that a special and 
permanent record should be made of their labours. At the same time, 
occasional notices are given of the other apostles; but of their labours 
elsewhere than in Judea, and of their death, except that of James (Acts 
xii. 2), the sacred writers have given no information. 

All antiquity is unanimous in ascribing this book to Luke, as its 
author. It is repeatedly mentioned and quoted by the early Christian 
writers, and without a dissenting voice is mentioned as the work of Luke. 
The same thing is clear from the book itself. It professes to have been 
written by the same person who wrote the Gospel of Luke (ch. i. I) ; 
was addressed to the same person (comp. ver. 1 with Luke i. 3) ; and 
bears manifest marks of being from the same pen. It is designed evi- 
dently as a continuation of his Gospel, as in this book he has taken up 
the history at the very time where he left it in the Gospel (ver. 1. 2). 

Where, or at what time, this book was written is not certainly known. 
As the history however, is continued to the second year of the residence 
of Paul at Rome (Acts xxviii. 31), it was evidently written about as 
late as the year 62; and as it makes no mention of the further dealings 
with Paul, or of any other event of history, it seems clear that it was not 
written much after that time. It has been common, therefore, to fix the 
date of the book at about A. D. 63, It is also probable that it was writ- 
ten at Rome. In ch. xxviii. 16, Luke mentions his arrival at Rome with 
Paul. As he does not mention his departure from this city, it is to be 
presumed that it was written there. Some have supposed that it was 
written at Alexandria in Egypt, but of that there is no sufficient evi^ 
dence. 

The canonica. authority of this book rests on the same foundation as 
that of the Gospel by the same author. Its authenticity has not been 
called in question at any time in the church. 

This book has commonly been regarded as a history of the Christian 
church, and of oonrse the first ecclesiastical history that was written 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

But it cannot have been designed as a general history of the church. 
Many important transactions have been omitted. It gives no account of 
the church at Jerusalem after the conversion of Paul ; it omits his jour- 
ney into Arabia (Gal. i. 17) ; gives no account of the propagation of the 
gospel in Egypt, or in Babylon (1 Pet. v. 13) ; of the foundation of the 
church at Rome ; of many of Paul's voyages and shipwrecks (2 Cor* 
xi. 25) ; and omits to record the labours of most of the apostles, and 
confines the narrative chiefly to the transactions of Peter and Paul. , 

The design and importance of this history may be learned from the 
following particulars : 

1. It contains a record of the promised descent and operations of the Holy 
Spirit, The Lord Jesus promised that after he had departed to heaven, 
he would send the Holy Ghost to carry forward the great work of redemp" 
tion. John xiv. 16, 17; xv. 26; xvi.7 — 14. The apostles were directed 
to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high. 
Luke xxiv. 49. The four Gospels contained a record of the life, instruc- 
tions, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. But it is clear that he 
contemplated that the most signal triumphs of the gospel should take 
place after his ascension to heaven, and under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. The descent of the Spirit, and his influence on the souls of men, 
was a most important part of the work of redemption. Without an au- 
thentic, an inspired record of that, the account of the operations of God 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, in the work of redemption, w^ould not have 
been complete. The purposes of the Father in regard to that plan were 
made known clearly in the Old Testament ; the record of what the &'on 
did in accomplishing it, was contained in the Gospels ; and some book 
was needful that should contain a record of the doings of the Holy Spirit. 
As the Gospels, therefore, may be regarded as a record of the work of 
Christ to save men, so may the Acts of the Apostles be considered as a 
record of the doings of the Holy Spirit in the same great work. With- 
out that, the way in which the Spirit operates to renew and save would 
have been very imperfectly known. 

2. This book is an inspired account of the character of true revivals of 
religion. It records the first revivals that occurred in the Christian 
church. The scene on the day of Pentecost was one of the most re- 
markable displays of divine power and mercy that the world has ever 
known. It was the commencement of a series of stupendous move- 
ments in the world to recover men. It was the true model of a revival 
of religion, and a perpetual demonstration that such scenes as have cha- 
racterized our own age and nation especially, are strictly in accordance 
with the spirit of the New Testament. The entire book of the Acts 
or the Apostles records the effect of the gospel when it comes fairly 
in contact with the minds of men. The gospel vv^as addressed to 
every class.- It met the Jew and the Gentile, the bond and the free, the 
learned and the ignorant, the rich and the poor ; and showed its power 
every where in subduing the mind to itself. It was proper that some 
record should be preserved of the displays of that power; and that record 
we have in this book. And it was especially proper that there should 
be given by an inspired man an account of the descent of the Holy Spi- 
rit, a record of a true revival of religion. It wa« certain that the gospel 
would produce excitement. The humar. mind, as all experience shows, 
Is prone to enthusiasm and fanaticism ; and men might be disposed to 
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INTRODUCTION. V 

pervert the gospel to scenes of wild-fire, disorder, and tumult. That 
the gospel would produce excitement, was well known to its Author. It 
was well therefore that there should be some record to which the church 
might always appeal as an infallible account of the proper effects of the 
gospel; some inspired standard to which might be brought all excite- 
ments on the subject of religion. If they are in accordance with the 
first triumphs of the gospel, they are genuine ; if not, they are false. 

3. It may be further remarked, that this book shows that revivals of 
religion are to he expected in the church. If they existed in the best and 
purest days of Christianity, they are to be expected now. If by means 
of revivals the Holy Spirit chose at first to bless the preaching of the 
truth, the same thing is to be expected still. If in this way the gospel 
was at first spread among the nations, then we are to infer that this will 
be the mode in which it will finally spread and triumph in the world. 

4. The Acts of the Apostles contains a record of the organization of 
the Christian church. That church was founded simply by the preaching 
of the truth, and chiefly by a simple statement of the death and resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ. The " Acts of the Apostles" contains the high- 
est models of preaching, and the purest specimens of that simple, direct, 
and pungent manner of addressing men, which may be expected to be 
attended with the influences of the Holy Spirit. It contains some of the 
most tender, powerful, and eloquent appeals to be found in any language. 
If a man wishes to learn how to preach well, he can probably acquire it 
nowhere else so readily as by giving himself to the prayerful and pro- 
found study of the specimens contained in this book. At the sa;me time 
we have here a view of the character of the true church of Christ. The 
simplicity of this church must strike every reader of " the Acts." Re- 
ligion is represented as a work of the heart ; the pure and proper effect 
of truth on the mind. It is free from pomp and splendour, and from costly 
and magnificent ceremonies. There is no apparatus to impress the senses, 
no splendour to dazzle, no external rite or parade adapted to draw the 
affections from the pure and spiritual worship of God. How unlike to 
the pomp and parade of pagan worship! How unlike the vain and 
pompous ceremonies which have since, alas ! crept into no small part of 
the Christian church! 

5. In this book we have many striking and impressive illustrations ot 
what the gospel is fitted to produce, to make men self-denying and bene- 
volent. The apostles engaged in the great enterprise of converting the 
world. To secure that, they cheerfully forsook all. Paul became a con- 
vert to the Christian faith, and cheerfully for that gave up all his hopes 
of preferment and honour, and welcomed toil and privation in foreign 
lands. The early converts had all things in common (ch. ii. 44) ; those 
" which had curious arts," and were gaining property by a course of ini- 
quity, forsook their schemes of ill-gotten gain, and burned their booke 
publicly (ch. xix. 19) ; Ananias and Sapphira were punished for at- 
tempting to impose on the apostles by hypocritical professed self-denials 
(ch. V. 1 — 10) ; and throughout the book there occur constant instances 
of sacrifices and toil to spread the gospel around the globe. Indeed, these 
great truths had manifestly seized upon the early Christians : that the 
gospel luas to he preached to all nations ,• and that whatever stood in the way 
of that loas to he sacrificed ; whatever toils and dangers were necessary^ wer6 
to he bmmc ; and even death itself was cheerfidly to be 7net^ if it would pro' 
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VI iNTRODUCTION. 

mote the spread of true religion. This was then genuine Christianity ; 
this is siill the spirit of the gospel of Christ. 

6. This book throws important light on the Epistles, It is a connect- 
ing link between the Gospels and the other parts of the New Testament. 
Instances of this will be noticed in the Notes. One of the most clear and 
satisfactory evidences of the genuineness of the books of the New Tes- 
tament is to be found in the undesigned coincidences between the Acts and 
the Epistles. This argument was first clearly stated and illustrated, by 
Dr. Paley. His little work illustrating it, the Horse Paulinse, is one of 
the most unanswerable proofs which have yet been furnished of the truth 
of the Christian religion. 

7. This book contains unanswerable evidence of the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion. It is arecord of the early triumphs of Christianity. Within 
the space of thirty years after the death of Christ, the gospel had been 
carried to all parts of the civilized, and to no small portion of the unci- 
vilized world. Its progress and its triumphs were not concealed. Its 
great transactions were not "done in a corner." It had been preached 
in the most splendid, powerful, and corrupt cities ; churches were already 
founded in Jerusalem, Antioch, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, and at Rome. 
The gospel had spread in Arabia, Asia Minor, Greece, Macedon, Ital}^, 
and Africa. It had assailed the most mighty existing institutions ; it had 
made its way over the most formidable barriers ; it had encountered the 
most deadly and malignant opposition; it had travelled to the capital, 
and had secured such a hold even in the imperial city, as to make it cer- 
tain that it would finally overturn the established religion, and seat itself 
on the ruins of paganism. Within thirty years it had settled the point 
that it would overturn every bloody altar; close every pagan temple; 
bring under its influence the men of office, rank, and power; and that 
" the banners of the faith would soon stream from the palaces of the 
Caesars." All this would be accomplished by the instrumentality of 
Jews — of fishermen — of Nazarenes. They had neither wealth, armies, 
nor allies. With the exception of Paul, they were men without learn- 
ing. They were taught only by the Holy Ghost; armed only with the 
power of God ; victorious only because he was their captain ; and the 
world acknowledged the presence of the messengers of the Highest, and 
tlie power of the Christian religion. Its success never has been, and 
never can be accounted for by any other supposition than that God at- 
tended it. And if the Christian religion be not true, the change wrought 
by the twelve apostles is the most inexplicable^ mysterious, and wonder- 
ful event that has ever been witnessed in this world. Their success to 
the end of time will stand as an argument of the truth of the scheme, 
that shall confound the infidel, and sustain the Christian with the assured 
belief that this is a religion which has proceeded from the alnighty and 
infinitely benevolent God. 
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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 



CHAPTER L 

^'^HE former treatise ^ have I 
-*• made, O Theophilus, of all 
that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, 

o Lu.l.l-4, &c. b Lu.24.51. ver.9. lTi.3.16. 

1. The former treatise. The former 
hook. The Gospel by Luke is here evi- 
dently intended. Greek, ' the former Lo- 
fos,' meaning a discourse, or a narrative. 
O Theophilus. See Note, Luke i. 3. 
As tliis book was written to the same in- 
dividual as the former, it was evidently 
written with the same design — to furnish 
an authentic and full narrative of events 
concerning which there would be many- 
imperfect and exaggerated accounts gi- 
ven. See Luke i. 1—4. As these events 
pertained to the descent of the Spirit, to 
the spread of the gospel, to the organiza- 
tion of the church by inspired authority, 
to the kind of preaching by which the 
church was collected and organized ; and 
as those events were a full proof of the 
truth and powder of the Christian religion, 
and would be a model for ministers and 
the church in all future timvjs, it was of 
great importance thi?t a fair and full nar- 
rative of them should be preserved. Luke 
was the companion of Paul in his travels, 
and was an eye-witness of no small part 
of the. transactions recorded in this book. 
See Acts xvi. 10. 17 ; xx. 1-6 ; i xvii, xxviii. 
As an eye-witness, he was well qualified 
to make a record of the leading events of 
the primitive church. And as he was the 
companion of Paul, he had every oppor- 
tunity of obtaining information about the 
great events of the gospel of Christ. IF Of 
all' That is, of the principal, or most im- 
portant parts of the life and doctrines of 
Christ. It cannot mean that he recorded 
oil that Jesus did, as he has omitted many 
things that have been preserved by the 
•jther Evangelists. The word all is fre- 
:3uently thus used to denote the most im- 
portant or material facts. See Acts xiii. 
10. 1 Tim. i. 16. James i. 2. Matt. ii. 3 ; 
iii. 5, Acts ii. 5. Rom. xi. 26. Col. i. 6. In 
each of these places the word here trans- 
lated "all" occurs in the original, and 
means wia7iy, a large part, the principal 
portion, li has the same use in all lan- 
guages. "■ This word often signifies, iride- 
fiiiiteiy, & large portion or number, or a 



2 Until ^ the day in which he 
was taken up, after that he through 
the Holy Ghost had given com- 
mandments ^ unto the apostles 
whom he had chosen : 

cMatt28.l9. Mar.16.15-19. 



great part" Webster. IT That Jesus. The 
Syriac version adds, " Jesus our Messiah." 
This version was probably made in the 
second century ^ Began to do. This is 
a Hebrew form of expression, meaning 
the same thing as, that Jesus did and 
taught. See Gen. ix. 20, " Noah began to 
be an husbandman," i. e. toas an hus- 
bandman. Gen. ii. 3, in the Septuagint : 
" Which God began to create and make ;" 
in the Hebrew, " which God created and 
made." Mark vi. 7, " Began to,send them 
forth by two and two," i. e. sent them 
forth. See also Mark x. 32 ; xiv. 65, 
"And some began to spit on him;" in 
the parallel place in Matt. xxvi. 67, " they 
did spit in his face." II To do. This re- 
fers to his miracles and his acts of bene- 
volence, including all that he did for 
man's salvation. It probably includes, 
therefore, \ij^ sufferings, death, and resur- 
rection/as a part of what he has done to 
save men. IF To teach. His doctrines. 
As he had given an account of what the 
Lord Jesus did, so he was now about to 
give a narrative of what his apostles did 
in the same cause, that thus the world 
might be in possession of an inspired re- 
cord respecting the redemption and esta- 
blishment of the Christian church. The 
history of these events is one of the great- 
est blessings that God has conferred on 
mankind ; and one of the highest privi- 
leges which men can enjoy h that which 
has been conferred so abundantly on this 
age in the possession and extension of the 
word of God. 

2. Until the day. The fortieth day af- 
ter his resurrection, ver. 3. See Luke 
xxiv. 51. IT In which he was taken up. In 
which he ascended to heaven. He was 
taken up into a cloud, and is represented 
as having been borne or carried to hea- 
ven, ver. 9. TT After that, &c. This whole 
passage has been variously rendered 
The Syriac renders it, "After he had 
given commandment unto the apostles 
whom he had chosen by the Holy Spirit." 
So also the Ethionic version. Otliers 
7 
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THE ACTS. 



[A. D. 33. 



$ To whom also he showed him- 
self after his passion, by many « 
infallible proofs, being seen of them 



a Lu.S4. Jno.c.20. & 31. 



have joined the words "through the 
Holy (shost" to the phrase " was taken 
up," making it mean that he was taken 
up by the Holy Ghost. But the most na- 
tural and correct translation seems to be 
that which is in our version. "^ Through 
the Holy Ghost. To understand this it is 
necessary to call to mind the promise that 
Jesus made before his death, that after 
his departure, the Holy Ghost would de- 
scend to be a guide to his apostles. See 
John xvi. 7 — ^11, and the Note on that 
place. It was to be his office to carry 
forward the work of redemption in ap- 
plying it to the hearts of men. Whatever 
was done, therefore, after the atonement 
and resurrection of Jesus, after he had 
fini.shed his great work, was to be regard- 
ed as under the peculiar influence and 
direction of the Holy Ghost. Even the 
instructions of Jesus, his commission to the 
apostles &c. were to be regarded as com- 
ing within the department of the sacred 
Spirit, within the province of his peculiar 
work. The instructions were given by 
divine authority, by infallible guidance, 
and as a part of the work which the Holy 
Spirit designed. Under that Spirit the 
apostles were to go forth ; by his aid they 
were to convert the world, to organize 
the church, to establish its order and its 
doctrines. And hence the entire work 
was declared to be by his direction. 
Though in his larger and more mighty 
influences, the Spirit did not descend un- 
til the day of Pentecost (Luke xxiv, 49. 
comp. Acts ii.) yet i?i some measure his in- 
fluence was imparted to them before the 
ascension of Christ. John xx. 22. f Had 
given commandments. Particularly the 
command to preach the gospel to all na- 
tions. Matt, xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15 — 19. 
It may be worthy of remark, that the 
word commandments, as a noun in the 
plural number, does not occur in the ori- 
gnial. The single word which is trans- 
lated "had given commandments" is a 
participle, and means simply ?taving com- 
manded. There is no need, therefore, of 
8upj>osing that there is reference here to 
any other command than to that great 
and glorious injunction to preach the 
gospel to every creature. That was a 
command of so much importance as to be 
worthy of a distinct record, as constitut- 
mg the sum of all that the Saviour taught 
jhem after his resurrection IT 2Vig ajpos 



forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God; 



ties. The eleven that remained after tha 
treason and death of Judas. IT Whom he 
had chosen. Matt. x. Luke vi. 12 — 16. 

3. He shewed himself. The resurrection 
of Jesus was the great fact on which the 
truth of the gospel was to be established. 
Hence the sacred writers so often refer 
to it, and establish it by so many argu 
ments. As that truth lay at the ibunda- 
tion of all that Luke was about to record 
in his history, it was of importance that 
he should state clearly the sum of the 
evidence of it in the beginning of his 
work. IF After his passion. After he 
suffered, referring particularly to his 
death, as the consummation of his suffer- 
ings. The word passion with us means 
commonly excitement, or agitation of 
mind, as love, hope, fear, anger, &c. In 
the original the word means to suffer. 
The word passion, applied to the Sa> 
viour, denotes his last sufferings. Thus 
in the Litany of the Episcopal church, it 
is beautifully said, " by thine agony and 
bloody sweat ; by thy cross and passion, 
good Lord, deliver us." The Greek word 
of the same derivation is rendered suffer- 
ings in 1 Pet. i. 11 ; iv. 13. Col. i. 24. 
IT By many infallible proofs. The word 
rendered here infallible proofs, does not 
occur elsewhere in the New Testament. 
In Greek authors it denotes an infajlible 
sign or argument by which any thing can 
be certainly known. Schleusner. Here 
it means the same — evidence that he was 
alive which could not deceive, or in 
which they could not be mistaken. That 
evidence consisted in his eating" with 
them, conversing with them, meeting 
them at various times and places, work- 
ing miracles (John xxi. 6, 7); and uni- 
formly showing himself to be the same 
friend with whom they had been familiar 
for more than three years. This evidence 
was infallible, (1.) Because it was to them 
unexpected. They had manifestly not 
believed that he would rise again. John 
xx. 25. Luke xxiv. There was therefore 
no delusion YGBvliing from any expectation 
of seeing him, or from a desigii to impjoso 
on men. (2.) It was impossible that they 
could have been deceived in relation to 
one with whom they had been familiar 
for more than three years. No men could 
be imposed upon and made to believe 
that they really saw, talked with, and ate 
with, a friend whom they had known so 
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CHAPTER I. 



4 And ^ being assembled toge- 
ther with them^ conimanded " them 
that they should not depart from Je- 
rusalem, but wait for the promise 

1 or, mating together. a Lu.24.49. 

long and familiarly, unless it was real. 
(3.) There were enough of them to avoid 
the possibility of deception. Though it 
might be pretended that one man could 
be imposed on, yet it could not be that an 
imposition could be practised for forty 
days on eleven, who were all at first in- 
credulous. (4., He was with them suffi- 
cient time to give evidence. It might be 
pretended, if they had seen him but once, 
that they were deceived. But they saw 
him often, and for the space of more 
than a month. (5.) They saw him in va- 
Hous places and times where there could 
6e no deception. If they had pretended 
that they saw him rise, or saw him at twi- 
light in the morning whe7i he rose, it might 
have been said that they were deluded 
by some remarkable appearance. Or it 
might have been said that, expecting to 
see him rise, their-hopes and agitations 
would 'have deceived them, and they 
would easily \ia\e fancied that they saw 
him. But it is not pretended by the sa- 
cred writers that they saw him rise. An 
impostor would have affirmed this, and 
would not have omitted iL But the sacred 
writers affirmed that thjpy saw him after 
he was risen ; when they were free from 
agitation ; when they could judge coolly ; 
in Jerusalem ; in their company when at 
worship ; when journeying to Emmaus ; 
when in Galilee; when he went with 
them to mount Olivet ; knd When he as- 
cended to heaven. (5.) He appeared to 
them as he had always done ; as a friend, 
companion, and benefactor: he ate with 
them; wrought, a miracle .before them; 
w'as engaged in the same work as he was 
before he suffered; renewed the same 
promise of the Holy Spirit ; and gave 
them his commands respecting the work 
which he had died to establish and pro- 
mote. In all tfctese circumstances it was 
impossible that they should be deceived. 
V Being seen of them forty days. There 
are no less than thirteen diflferent ap- 
pearances of Jesus to his disciples re- 
corded. For an account of them see the 
Note at the end of the Gospel of Mat- 
thew. IT Speaking to them, &c. He was 
not only seen by them, but he continued 
the same topics of discourse as before his 
Bufferings ; thus showing that he was the 
same person that had suffered, and that his 
heart was still intent on the same great 



of the Father, which, saith he^ Ye ' 
have heard of me : 

5 For John '^ truly baptized with 
water ; but ye shall be baptized with 

i Jno.c. 14,15, & 16. c Matt.S.n. 

work. Our Saviour's heart was filled 
with the same design in his life and 
death, and when he rose ; thus showing 
us that we should aim at the same great 
work in all the circumstances of our be- 
ing. Afflictions, persecutions, and death 
never turned him from this great plan; 
nor should they be allowed to divert our 
minds from the great work of redemption. 
^ The things pertaining to the kingdom oj 
God. For an explanation of this phrase, 
the kingdom of God, see the JVote on 
Matt, iii, 2. The meaning is, Jesus gave 
them instructions about the organization, 
spread, and edification of his church. 

4. And being assembled together. Mar- 
gin, " or, eating together." This sense is 
given to this place in the Latin Vulgate, 
the Ethiopic, and the Syriac versions. 
But the Greek word has not properly this 
sense. It has the meaning of congregat- 
ing, or assembling. It should have been, 
however, translated in the active sense, 
"and having assembled them together." 
The apostles were scattered after his 
death. But this passage denotes that he 
had assembled them together by his au 
thority, for the purpose of giving them a 
charge respecting their conduct when he 
should have left them. When this occur- 
red, does not appear from the narrative ; 
but it is probable that it was not long be- 
fore his ascension : and it is clear that the 
place where they were assembled was 
Jerusalem, "if But wait for thepromise of 
the Father. For the fulfilment of the pro- 
mise respecting the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, made by the Father. IT Which ye 
have heard of me. Which I have made to 
you. See John xiv. 16. 26 ; xv. 26 ; xvi. 
7—13. 

5. For John truly baptized, &c. These 
are the words of Jesus to his apostles, and 
he evidently has reference to what was 
said of John's baptism compared with his 
own m Matt. iii. 11. John i. 33. In those 
verses John is represented as baptizing 
with ^vater, but the Messiah w'ho was to 
con^ ; as baptizing with the Holy Ghost 
an A with rire. This promise respecting 
Uie Messiah was now about to be ful- 
filled in a remarKable manner. See Acts 
ii. IT Not many days hence. This was 
probably spoken not long before his as- 
cension, and of course not many days be- 
fore the day of Pentecost. 
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the Holy Ghost, <* not many 
hence. 

6 When they therefore were come 
together, they asked of him, saying, 
Lord, wilt * thou at this time re- 

a c.2.4jl0,45jll.l5. Z» Matt.24.3,4. 
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store ''again the kingdom to Israeli 
7 And he said unto them, It ^ is 
not for you to know the times oi 
the seasons which the Father hath 
put in his own power. 

c Is.1.26. Da.7.27. d Matt.24.35. lTh.5.1,2. 



6. When they therefore were come toge- 
ther. A-t the mount of Olives. See ver. 
9. 12 f Wilt thou at this time, &c. The 
apostles had entertained the common opi- 
nions of the Jews about the temporal do- 
minion of the Messiah. They expected 
ttiat he would reign as a prince and con- 
queror, and free them from the bondage 
of the Romans. Many instances of ^his 
expectation occur in ihe Gospels, not- 
withstanding all the efforts wh.en me 
Lord Jesus made to explain to them tiie 
true nature of his kingdom. This ex- 
pectation was checked, and almost de- 
stroyed by his death. ^ Luke xxiv. 21. 
And it is clear that his death was the 
only means which could effectually 
check and change their opinions respect- 
ing the nature of his kingdom. Even 
his own instructions would not do it ; and 
only his being taken from tliem could di- 
rect their minds effectually to the true 
nature of his kingdom. Yet, though his 
death checked their expectations, and 
appeared to thwart their plans, yet his 
return to life excited them again. They 
beheld him with them : they were assur- 
ed it was the same Saviour ; they saw 
now that his enemies had no power over 
him ; that a being who could rise from 
the dead, could easily accomplish all his 
plans. And as they did not doubt now 
that he tyowZ^^ restore the kingdom to Is- 
rael, they asked whether he would do it 
at this time ? They did not ask whether 
he would do it at all, or whether they 
had correct views of his kingdom ; but 
taking that for granted, they asked him 
whether that was the time in which he 
would do it. The emphasis of the inquiry 
lies in the expression, " at this time" and 
hence the answer of the Saviour refers 
solely to ihe point of their inquiry, and 
not to the correctness or incorrectness of 
their opinions. From these expectations 
of the apostles we may learn, i That 
there is nothing so difficult to be renj ved 
from the mind as prejudice in favom uf 
erroneous opinions. 2. That such pxejo 
dice will survive the plainest proofs to the 
contrary. 3. That it will often manifest 
itself even after all proper means have 
been taken to subdue it. Erroneous opi- 
nions thus maintain a secret ascendency 



in a man's mind, and are revived by the 
slightest circumstances, even long aftei 
we supposed they were overcome; and 
even in the face of the plainest proofs of 
reason or of Scripture. IT Restore Bring 
back; put into its former situation, Ju- 
dea was formerly governed by its own 
kings and laws ; now, it was subject to 
the Romans. This bondage Avas griev- 
ous, and the nation sighed for deliver 
anoe. The inquiry of the apostles evi' 
dently was, whether he would now free 
them from the bondage of the Romans, 
and restore them to their former state of 
freedom and prosperity, as in the times of 
David and Solomon. See Isa. i. 26. The 
word "restore" also may include more 
than a reducing it to its former state. It 
may mean, wilt thou now bestow the king- 
dom and dominion to'lsrael, according to 
the prediction in Dan. vii. 27. IT The 
kingdom. The dominion ; the empire ; 
the reign. The expectation was that the 
Messiah — the king of Israel — would r€?^n 
over men, and thus the nation of the Jews 
extend their empire over all the earth 
IT To Israel. To the Jews, and particular* 
\j to the Jewish followers of the Messiah. 
Liglitfoot thinks that this question was 
asked in indignation against the Jews. 
" Wilt thou confer dominion on a nation 
which has just put thee to death ?" But 
the answer of the Saviour shows that thip 
was not the design of the question. 

7. It is not for you to know. The ques 
tion of the apostles respected the time oi 
the restoration; it was not whether he 
would do it. Accordingly his answer 
meets precisely their inquiry ; and he teW^ 
them in general that the time of the great 
events of God's kingdom was not to be 
understood by them. A similar question 
they had asked in Matt. xxiv. 3, "Tell us 
when shall these things be?" Jesus an- 
swered them then by showing them cer 
tain signs which should precede his com 
ing, and by saying (ver. 36), "But of thai 
day and that hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only." God has uniformly reproved 3 
vain curiosity on such points. 1 Thess. v 
1, 2. 2 Pet. iii. 10. Luke xii. 39, 40. f Tkt 
times, or the seasons. The difference l.e 
tween these words is, that the former Jo 
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8 But ye shall receive ' power, I upon you: aiid ye * shall be wit- 
after that the Holy Ghost is come nesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 

a Lu.24.47-49. Mat.2s. 19. 



1 or, tfu powir of the Holy Ghost coming upon you. 



notes any time or period indefinite, or un- 
certain ; the latter denotes a fixed, defi- 
nite, or appropriate time. They seem to 
be used here to denote the periods of all 
classes of future events. IFT/fe Father 
hath put, &c. So much had the Father 
reserved the knowledge of these, that it 
is said that even the Son did not know 
them See Mark xiii. 32, and the Note on 
that place. IT In his own power. That is, 
he has fixed them by his own authority ; 
he will bring them about in his own time 
and way; and therefore it is not proper 
for men anxiously to inquire into them. 
All prophecy is remarkably obscure in re- 
gard to' the time of its fulfilment. The 
reasons are, (1.) To excite men to watch 
for the events that are to come, as the 
time is uncertain, and they will come 
"like a thief in the night." (,2.) As they 
are to be brought about by human agen- 
cy, they are so arranged as to call forth 
that agency. If men knew j'z^s^ when an 
event was to come to pass, they might be 
remiss, and feel that their effort was not 
needed. (3.) The knowledge of future 
scenes — of the exact time, might alarm 
men, and absorb their thoughts e.itirely, 
and prevent attendance to the present 
duties of life. Duty is ours now ; God 
will provide for future scenes. (4.) Pro- 
mises sufhciently clear and full are there- 
fore given us to encourage us; but not 
full enough to excite a vain and idle curi- 
osity. All this is eminently true of our 
own death, one of the most important fu- 
ture scenes through which we are to 
pass. It is certainly before us ; it is near ; 
it cannot be long avoided; it may come 
at any moment. God has fixed the time, 
but will not inform us when it shall be. 
He does not gratify a vain curiosity, or 
terrify us,, by announcing to us the day 
or the hour when wc are to die, as 
we do a man that is to be executed. 
This would be to make our lives like 
that of a criminal sentenced to die, 
and we should through all our life 
through fear of death be subject to bond- 
age. Heb. ii. 15. He has made enough 
known to excite us to prepare, and to be 
always ready, having our loins girt about, 
and our lamps trimmed and burning. 
Luke xii, 35. 

8. But ye shall receive power, &c. Lite- 
rally, as ft is translated in the margin, 
■' ve shall receive the power of the Holy 



Ghost coming upon you." This was said 
to them to console them. Though they 
could not know the times which God re- 
served in his own appointment, yet ihey 
should receive the promised guide and 
comforter. The word power here refers 
to all the help or aid which the Holy 
Spirit would grant ; the power of speak- 
ing with new tongues; of preaching the 
gospel with great effect; of enduring 
great trials, &c. See Mark xvi. 17, 18. 
The apostles had impatienth/ asked him 
if he was then about to restore the king- 
dom to Israel. Jesus . by this answer re- 
buked their impatience ; taught them to 
repress their ill-timed ardour; and as- 
sured them again of the coming of the 
Holy Ghost. IT' Ye shall be witnesses. For 
this purpose they were appointed; and 
for this design they had been with him 
for more than three years- They had 
seen his manner of life, his miracles, his 
meekness, his suflerings ; they had listen- 
ed to his instructions, had conversed and 
eaten with him as a friend ; they had seen 
him after he was risen, and were about to 
see him ascend to heaven ; and they were 
(pialified to bear witness to all these things 
m all parts of the earth. They were so 
nunierous, that it could not be pretended 
that they were deceived ; they had been 
so intimate with him and his plans, that 
they could testify of him ; and there was 
no motive but conviction of the truth, that 
could lead them to all these sacrifices in 
making known the Saviour. The ori- 
ginal word hero is /wk^tu^js, martyrs. 
From this word the name martyrs has 
been given to those who suffered in times 
of persecution. The reason why this 
name was given to them was that they 
bore witness to the life, instructions, death, 
and resurrection of the I^ord Jesus, even 
in the midst of persecution and death. It 
is commonly supposed that nearly all of 
the apostles thus bore witness to the Lord 
Jesus: of this, however, there is not clear 
proof. See Mosheim's Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, vol. i. p. 55, 56. Still the word here 
does not necessarily mean that they 
should bo martyrs, or be put to death 
in bearing witriess to the Lord Jesus; 
but that they should every where testify 
to what they knew of him. The fact 
that this was the 'design of their appoint- 
ment, and that they actually bore such 
testimony,js abundantly confirmed in the 
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and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth. 

9 And when he had spoken these 

Acts of the Apostles,ch. i. 22 ; v. 32; x.39. 
42; xxii. 15. IT In Jerusalem. In the 
capital of the nation. Soe Acts ii. The 
great work of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost occurred there. Most of the 
disciples remained in Jerusalem until the 
persecution that arose about the death of 
Stephen. Acts viii. 1.4. The apostles re- 
mained there till Herod put James to 
death, Corap. Acts viii. 1, with xii. 1. 
This was about eight years. During this 
time, however, Paul was called to the 
apostleship, and Peter had preached the 
gospel to Cornelius, Philip to the eunuch, 
&c. ?r In all Judea. Judea was the 
southern division Of the Holy Land, and 
included Jerusalem as the capital. See 
Note, Matt.ii. 22. See ch. viii. 1. IT And 
in Samaria. This was the middle portion 
of Palestine. Note, Matt.ii. 22. This was 
fulfilled by the disciples. See ch. viii. 1, 
"And they were all scattered abroad 
throughout '?ne regions of Judea and Sa- 
maria (ver. 4), every where preaching the 
word." viii, 5, " Then Philip went down 
to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Christ unto them." ver. 14 ; ix. 31. ?r And 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth. The 
word earth, or Utnd, is sometimes taken to 
denote only the land cf Palestine. But 
here, there does no?, seem to be a neces- 
sity for limiting it thus. If Christ had in- 
tended that, he would have mentioned 
Galilee, as being the only remaining divi- 
sion. But as he had expressly directed 
them to preach the gospel to all nations, 
the expression here is clearly to be con- 
sidered as including the Gentile lands as 
well as the Jewish. The evidence that 
they did this, is found in the subsequent 
parts of this book, and in the history of 
the church. In this way Jesus replied to 
their question. Though he did not tell 
them the time when it was to be done, 
nor did he affirm that he would restore 
the kingdom to Israel, yet he gave them 
an answer that iinpUed that the work 
should advance — should advance much 
farther than the land of Israel ; and that 
they would have much to do in promoting 
it. Ail the commands of God, and all his 
communications are such as to call up cur 
energy, and teach us that we have much 
to do. The uttermost parts of the earth 
have been given to the Saviour (Ps. ii. 8) ; 
and churches should not rest until he 
whc«<o right it is shall come and reign. 
*Cisok. xxi. 27. 



things, while they beheld, he was 
taken up ; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight. 



9. While they beheld. While they saw 
him. It was of importance to state that 
circumstance, and to state it distinctly. 
It is not affirmed in the New Testament 
that they saw him rise from the dead ; he- 
cause the evidence of that fact could be 
better established by their seeing him 
after he was risen. But the truth of his 
ascension to heaven could not be confirmed 
in that manner. Hence it was so arranged 
as that he should ascend in open day ; in 
the presence of his apostles; and that not 
when they were asleep, or indifferent, but 
when they were engaged in a conversa- 
tion that should fix the attention, and 
when they were looking upon him. Had 
Jesus vanished secretly, or in the night, 
the apostles would have been amazed 
and confounded ; perhaps they would 
even have doubted whether they had 
not been deceived. But when they saw 
him leave them in this manner, they couid 
not doubt that he had risen; and when 
they saw him ascendio heaven, they could 
not doubt that his work was approved, 
and that God would carry it onward. 
This event was exceedingly important. 
(1.) It was a confirmation of the truth of 
the Christian religion. (2.) It enabled the 
apostles to state distinctly where the Lord 
Jesus was, and a« mice directed their af- 
fections and their thoughts away from the 
earth, and opened their eyes on the glory 
of the scheme of religion they were to es- 
tablish. If their Saviour was in heaven^ 
it settled the question about the nature of 
his kingdom. It was clear that it was 
not designed to be a temporal kingdom. 
The reasons why it was proper that the 
Lord Jesus should ascend to heaven rather 
than remain* on earth, were, (1.) That he 
had finished the work which God gave 
him to do on the earth (John xvii. 4 ; xix, 
30), and it was proper that he should be 
received back to the glory which he haa 
with the Father before the world was. 
John xvii. 4, 5. Phil. ii. 6. 9, 10. (2.) It 
was proper that Ae should ascend, that the 
Holy Spirit might come down and perform 
his pa^'tof the work of redemption. Jesus, 
by his -personal ministiy, as a man, could 
be but m one place; the Holy Spirit could 
be in all places, and be present at all times, 
and could apply the work to all men. 
Note, John xvi. 7. (3.) A part of the work 
of Christ was yet to be performed in hea- 
ven. That was the work of intercession. 
Tne high-priest of the Jews not only made 
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10 And >^h'[e they looked stead- 
fastly towbiia heaven, as he went 
up, behold, two " men stood by them 
m white apparel ; 



an atonement, but also presented the blood 
of sacrifice before the mercy-seat, as the 
priest of tne people. Lev, xvi. 11 — 14. 
This was done to typify the entrance of 
the great High-priest of our profession 
into tiie heavens. Heb. ix. 7, 8. II, 12. 
The work which he performs there is tiie 
work of intercession. Heb. vii. 25. This 
IS properly the work which an advocate 
performs in a court of justice for his cli- 
ent. It means that Christ, our great 
High-priest, still pleads and manages our 
cause in heaven; secures oiir interests; 
obtains for us grace and mercy. It con- 
sists in his appearing in the presence of 
God for us (Heb. ix. 24) ; in his presenting 
the merits of his blood (Heb.ix.l2. 14) ; and 
in securing the continuance of the mercy 
which has been bestowed on us, and which 
is still needful for our welfare. The Lord 
Jesus also ascended that he might assume 
and exercise the office of King in the 
immediate seat of power. All worlds 
were subject to him for the welfare of 
the church ; and it was needful that he 
should be solemnly invested with that 
power in the presence of God, as the re- 
ward of his earthly toils. 1 Cor. xv. 25. 
" He must reign till he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet.'* Eph. i. 20—22. 
Phil. ii. 6 — 11. IT A cloud received him. 
He entered into the region of the clouds, 
and was hid from their view. But two 
others of our race have been taken bodily 
from earth to heaven. Enoch was trans- 
lated (Gen. V. 24. Comp. Heb. xi.5) ; and 
Elijah was taken by a whirlwind to hea- 
ven. 2 Kings ii. 1 1 . It is remarkable that 
when the return of the Saviour is men- 
tioned, it is uniformly said that he will re- 
turn in the clouds, ver. 11. Matt, xxi v. 30 ; 
xxvi. 64. Mark xiii. 26. Rev. i. 7. Dan. 
vii. 13. The clouds are an emblem o£ 
sublimity and grandeur, and perhaps this 
is all that is intended by these expressions. 
Deut. iv. 11. 2 Sam. xxii. 12. Ps. xcvii. 2; 
civ. 3. 

10. Looked steadfastly. They fixed their 
eyes, or gazed intently toward heaven. 
Luke iv. 20, " And the eyes of all them 
in the synagogue were fastened (Greek, 
the same word as here) on him." It means 
the intense gaze when we are deeply in- 
terested, and wish to see clearly and dis- 
tinctly. Here they were amazed and 



II Which also said, Ye men ^ of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven ? This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into 



confounded ,• the thing was unlooked-for; 
and they were even then inquirmg whe- 
ther he would not restore the kingdom to 
Israel. With this mingled amazement, and 
disappointment, and curiosity; and with 
the earnest desire to catch the last glimp<3 
of their beloved master, they naturally 
continued to gaze on the distant clouds 
where he had mysteriously disappeared 
from their view. Wever was a scene more 
impressive, grand, and solemn than this. 
IF Toward heaven. Toward the distant 
clouds or sky which had received him. 
IT As he went up. Literally, " The ascend' 
ing, or going up." Doubtless they conti- 
nued to gaze after he had departed from 
their view. IT Two men. From the rai' 
ment of these " men" and the nature of 
their message, it seems clear that they 
were angelic beings, who were sent to 
meet and comfort the disciples on this 
occasion. They appeared in human formt 
and Luke describes them as they appear 
ed. Angels are not unfrequently called 
men. Luke xxi v. 4, "Two men stood by 
them in shining garments," &c. Comp. 
John XX. 12. Matt, xxviii. 5. As two an- 
gels are mentioned only as addressing the 
apostles after the resurrection of Jesus 
(John XX. 12. Luke xxi v. 4), it is no un- 
natural supposition that these were the 
same who had been designated to the 
honourable office of bearing witness to 
his resurrection, and of giving them all 
the information about that resurrection, 
and of his ascension, which their circum- 
stances needed. 'R In white apparel. An- 
gels are commonly represented as clothed 
in white. Note, John xx. 12. MaU. xxviii. 
3. Mark xvi. 5. It is an emblem of purity; 
and the worshippers of heaven are repre- 
sented as clothed in this manner. Rev. 
iii. 4, " They shall walk with me in white." 
5, " He that overcometh shall be clothed 
in white raiment." iv. 4 ; vii. 9. 13, 14. 

11. Ye men of Galilee. Galilee was the 
place of their former residence ; and tiiia 
was the name by which they were com- 
monly known. There is no evidence 
that the angel intended this name in any 
way to reproach them. *ir Why stand ye, 
&c. There is doubtless a slight degree 
of censure implied in this, as well as a 
design to call their attention away from 
a vain attempt to see the departed Sa- 



Hosted by 



Google 



14 



THE ACTS. 



[A. D. sa 



heaven, shall '^ so come in like man- 

oJno,l4.3, lTh.4.16. 



ner as ye have seen hiiu go into 
heaven. 



viour. The impropriety may have been, 
;1.) In the feeling of disappointment, as 
if he would not restore the kingdom to 
Israel (2.) Possibly they were expecting 
that lie would again soon appear ; though 
he had often foretold them that he would 
ascend to heaven. (3.) There might have 
been an impropriety in their earnest de- 
sire for the mere bodily presence oi the 
Lord Jesus, when it was more important 
that it should be in heaven. We may see 
here also that it is our duty not to stand 
m idleness, and to gaze even towards hea- 
ven. We, as well as the apostles, have a 
great work to do, and we should actively 
engage in it without delay. IT Gazing up. 
Looking up. '^\ This same Jesus. This 
was said to comfort them. The same tried 
friend, who had been so faithful to them, 
ivould return. They ought not therefore 
^o look with despondency at his depart- 
ure. IF Into heaven. This expression de- 
notes into the immediate presence of God; 
or into the place of perpetual purity and 
happiness, where God peculiarly mani- 
fests his favour. The same thing is fre- 
quently designated by his sitting on the 
right hand of God, as emblematic of power, 
honour, and favour. Note, Mark xvi. 19 ; 
riv. 62. Heb. i. 3 ; viii. L Acts vii. 55. 
Rom. viii. 34. Eph. i. 20. ^ Shall so come. 
A.t the day of judgment. John xiv. 3, *' if 
go and prepare a piece for you, 1 will 
jome again," &c. IF In liJie manner, &c. 
In clouds, as he ascended. See Note, ver. 
9. 1 Thess. iv. 16. This address was de- 
signed to comfort the disciples. Though 
their master and friend was taken from 
them, yet he was not removed for ever. 
He would come again with similar ma- 
jesty and glory, for the vindication of his 
people, and to tread all his enemies under 
his feet. The design for which he will 
come, w^ill be to judge the world. Matt. 
XXV. There will be an evident fitness 
and propriety in his coming.^ (1.) Because 
his appropriate work in heaven as medi- 
ator shall be accomplished ; his people 
shall have been saved ; the enemy sub- 
dued ; death shall have been conquered : 
and the gospel shall have shown its pow- 
er in subduhig all forms of wickedness ,• 
in removing the effects of sin ; in esta- 
blishmg the law . in vindicating the ho- 
nour of God ; and shall thus have done 
all that will be needful to be done to es- 
tablish the authority Of God throughout , 
GiG univereo It will be proper, there- 1 



fore, that this mysterious ordei of things 
shall be wound up, and the results become 
a matter of record in the history of the 
universe. It will be better than it would 
be to suffer an eternal millennium on tne 
earth, while the saints should many of 
them slumber, and the wicked still be in 
their graves. (2.) It is proper that he 
should come to vindicate his people, and 
raise them up to glory. Here they have 
been persecuted, oppressed, put to death. 
Their character is assailed ; they are 
poor; and the world despises them. It is 
fit that God should show himself to be 
their friend ; that he should do justice to 
their injurednames and motives; that he 
should bring out hidden and obscure 
virtue, and vindicate it ; that he should 
enter every grave and bring forth his 
friends to life. (3.) It is proper that he 
should show his hatred of sin. Here it 
triumphs. The wicked are rich, and 
honoured, and mighty, and say, Wliere ia 
the promise of his coming? 2 Pet. iii. 4. 
It is right that he should defend his 
cause. Hence the Lord Jesus will come 
to guard the avenues to heaven, and to 
see that the universe suffers no wrong, 
by the admission of an improper person 
to the skies. (4.) The great transactions 
of redemption have been public, open, 
often grand. The apostacy was public, 
in the face of angels and of'^the universe. 
Sin has been open, public, high-handed. 
Misery has been public, and has rolled its 
deep and turbid waves in the face of the 
universe. Death has been public ; all 
worlds have seen the race cut down and 
moulder. The death of Jesus was pub- 
lic ; the angels saw it ; the heavens were 
clothed with mouwiing ; the earth shook ; 
and the dead arose. The angels have 
desired to look into these things (1 Pet. 
i. 12), and have felt an intense solicitude 
about men. Jesus was publicly whipped, 
cursed, crucified ; and it is proper that he 
should publicly triumph, that all heaven 
rejoichig, and all hell at length humbled, 
should see his public victory. Hence he 
will come with clouds— with angels — 
with fire — and will raise the dead, and 
exhibit to all the universe the amazing 
close of the scheme of redemption. (5. ^ 
We are in these verses presented with 
the most grand and w^onderful events 
that this world has ever known — the as- 
cension and return of the Lord Jesus. 
Here is consolation for the Christian and 
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12 Thea " returned they unto Je- 
rusalem, from the mount called Oli- 
vet, which is from Jerusalem a sab- 
bath-day's journey. 

13 And when they were come in, 
they went up into an upper room, 
where abode both Peter, * and 



here is a source ol ceaseless alarm to the 
ainner 

12. Then they relumed to Jerusalem. 
In Luke xxiv. 6% we are told that they 
worshipped Jesus before they returned. 
And it is probable that the act of wor- 
ship to which he refers, was that which 
IS mentioned in this chapter— their gazing 
intently on their departing Lord. IF From 
the mount called Olivet. From the mount 
of Olives. Note, Matt. xxi. 1. The part 
of the mountain from which he ascended 
was the eastern declivity, where stood 
the little village of Bethany. Luke xxiv. 
50. f A sabbath-day's journey. As far 
as might be lawfully travelled by a Jew 
On the Sabbath. This was two thousand 
paces or cubits ; or seven furlongs and a 
half— not quite one mile. Note, Matt, 
xxiv. 20. The distance of a lawful jour- 
ney on the Sabbath was not determined 
by the laws of Moses, but the Jewish 
teachers had fixed it at tv^'o thousand 
paces. This measure was determined on 
because it was a tradition, that in the 
camp of the Israelites when coming from 
Egypt, no part of the camp was more 
than two thousand paces from the taber- 
nacle ; and over this space, therefore, 
they were permitted to travel for wor- 
ship. Perhaps, also, some countenance 
was given to this from the fact that this 
was the extent of the suburbs of the Le- 
vitical cities. Num. xxxv. 5. Mount OU- 
vet was but^t;e furlongs from Jerusalem, 
and Bethany was fifteen furlongs. But 
on the eastern declivity of the mountain 
the tract of country was called, for a con- 
siderable space, the region of Bethany ; 
and it was from this place that the Lord 
Jesus ascended. 

13. Were come in. To Jerusalem. UThey 
went up into an upper room. The word 
liyrB^i}):>v, here translated upper room, oc- 
curs but four times in the New Testa- 
ment. Acts ix. 37, " She (Dorcas) was sick 
and died ; whom when they had washed, 
they laid her in an upper chamber." 39 ; 
IX. 8, " And there were many lights in 
the iipper chamber where they were ga- 
thered together." The room so desig- 
ijite^i \?/as q,n tipper chamUer uged for 



James, and John, and Andrew, Phi- 
lip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and 
Matthew, James the son of Alp he- . 
us, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas 
the brother of James. 

14 These all continued with one 
accord in prayer and supplication, 



devotion; or to place the dead before 
burial ; or occasionally for conversation, 
&c. Here it evidently means the place 
where they were assembled for devotion. 
Luke (xxiv. 53) says they were continu- 
ally in the temple praising and blessing 
God. And some have supposed that the 
upper room here designated, was one of 
the rooms in the temple. But there is no 
evidence of that ; and it is not very pro- 
bable. Such a room was a part of every 
house, especially in Jerusalem; and they 
probably selected one where they might 
be together, and yet so retired that they 
might be safe from the Jews, ^ Where 
abode. Where were remaining. This 
does not mean that this was their perma- 
nent habitation : but they remained there 
waiting for the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
U Peter, &c. All the apostles were there 
w'hich Jesus had at firat chosen, except 
Judas. Luke vi. 13 — 16. 

14. 7%ese all continued, &e. T'he word 
continued denotes persevering and con- 
stant attention. The main business was 
devotion. Acts vi. 4, " We will give our- 
selves continually to the ministry of the 
word." Rom. xii. 12, " Continuing instant 
in prayer." xiii. 6, " Attending continually 
upon this very thing." It is their main and 
constant employment. Col. iv. 2. IT With 
one accord, VVith one mind ; unitedly ; 
unanimously;. There were no schisms, 
no divided interests, no discordant pur- 
poses. This is a beautiful picture of de- 
votion, and a specimen of what social 
worship ought now to be, and a beautiful 
illustration of Ps. cxxxiii. The apostles 
felt that ihey had one great object; and 
their deep grief at the loss of their mas- 
ter, their doubts and perplexities, led 
them, as all afflictions ought to lead us 
to the throne of grace. IT In prayer and 
supplication. These words are nearly 
synonymous, and are often interchanged. 
They express here petitions to God for 
blessings, and prayer to avert impending 
evils. ^ With the women. The women 
that had followed the Lord Jesus from 
Galilee. Luke viii. 2 3 ; xxiii. 49. 55 ; xxiv 
10. Matt, xxvii. 55. The women particu- 
larly meTitionod are Mary Magdalene 
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with the * women, and Mary the 
Mipther of Jesus, anc^. with his bre- 
thren. 

15 And in those days Peter stood 
up in the midst of the disciples, and 
said, (the number of the names to- 

a Lu.23.49,55;24.10. 

Mary the mother of James and Joses, the 
mother of Zebedee's children, Joanna the 
wife of ChuzOv and Susanna. Besides 
these, there were others whose names 
are not mentioned. Most of them were 
relatives of the apostles or of our Sa- 
viour ; and it is not improbable that 
some of them were wives of the apos- 
tles. Peter is known to have been mar- 
ried (Matt. viii. 14), and had his wife in 
attendance (1 Cor. ix. 5); and the same 
was doubtless true of some of the other 
apostles (1 Cor. ix. 5). Mary is here par- 
ticularly mentioned, the mother of Jesus ; 
showing that she now cast in her lot with 
the apostles. She had besides been par- 
ticularly intrusted to the care of John 
(John xix. 26, 27), and had no other home. 
This is the last time she is mentioned in 
the New Testament. John xix. 27. IT And 
with his brethren. See Note, Matt. xii. 46. 
At first they had been unbelieving about 
the claims of Jesus (John vii. 5); but it 
seems that they had been subsequently 
converted. 

15. In those days. On one of the days 
.ntervening between the ascension of Je- 
sus and the day of Pentecost. IT Peter 
stood up. Peter standing up, or rising. 
This is a customary expression in the 
Scriptures when one begins to do a thing. 
Luke XV. 18. The reason why Peter did 
this may be seen in the Note on Matt, 
xvi. 16, 17. It is not improbable, besides, 
that Peter was the most aged of the apos- 
tles ; and from his uniform conduct we 
know that he was the most ardent. It was 
perfectly characteristic, therefore, for him 
to introduce the business of the election 
of a new apostle. IT The disciples. This 
was the name which was given to them 
as being learners in the school of Christ. 
Note, Matt. V. 1. IT The number of the 
names. The number of the persons, or 
individuals. The word name is often used 
to denote the person. Rev. iii. 4. Acts iv. 
12; xvin. 15. Eph. i. 21. In Syriac it is, 
" the assembly of men was about an hun- 
dred and twenty." This was the first as- 
sembly convened to transact the business 
of the church ; and it is not a little re- 
markable that the vote in so important a 
matter as electing an apostle, was by the 



gether were about an hundred and 
twenty,) 

16 Men and brethren : This scrip- 
ture must needs have been fulfilled 
which ^ the Holy Ghost by the mouth 
of David spake before concerning 

i P6.41.9. Jno.13.18. 



entire church It settles the question thai 
the election of a minister and pastoif 
should be by the church, and not be im- 
posed on them by any right of presenta- 
tion by individuals, or by any ecclesias- 
tical body, if a case could ever occur 
where a minister should be chosen by the 
ministry only, such a case was here in the 
election of another apostle. And yet in 
this the entire church had a voice. Whe- 
ther this was all the true church at this 
time, does not appear from the history 
This expression cannot mean that there 
were no more Christians, but that these 
were all that had convened in the uppei 
room. It is almost certain that our Sa- 
viour had, by his own ministiy, brought 
many others to be his true followers. 

16. Men and brethren This is a cus- 
tomary mode of address, implying affec- 
tion and respect. Acts xiii. 26. The Sy 
riac has it more appropriateljr than by the 
introduction of the conjunction " and"— 
" Men, our brethren." IT This scripture 
This portion or prediction contained in the 
writings of the Old Testament. Scripture, 
writing. Note, John v. 39. The passage 
to which Peter refers is commonly sup- 
posed to be that recorded- in Ps. xli. 9. 
" Yea, mine own familiar friend .... hath 
lifted up his heel against me." This is 
expressly applied to Judas by our Sa- 
viour, in John xiii. 18. But it seems clear 
that the reference is not to the 41st Psalm., 
but to the passage which Peter proceeds 
to quote in ver. 20. IT Must needs be Jul 
filled. It would certainly happen that it 
would be fulfilled. Not that there was 
any physical necessity, or any compul 
sion; but it could not but occur that a 
prediction of God should be fulfilled. 
This makes no affirmation about the free- 
dom of Judas in doing it. A man will be 
just as free in wickedness if it he for eJ old 
that he will be wicked, as if it had never 
been known to any other being. % The 
Holy Ghost, &c. This is a strong attesta- 
tion to the inspiration of David, and ac- 
cords with the uniform testimony of the 
New Testament, that the sacred writers 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. 2 Pet. i. 21. f Concerning Ju 
das. In what respect this wm c.oiicern 
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Judas, which was guide " to them 
chat took Jesus. 

17 For he * was numbered with 
us, and had obtained part of this 
ministry. 

18 Now*' this man purchased a 
field with the reward "^ of iniquity ; 
and falling headlong, he burst asun- 

a Matt.26.47. Jno.18.3. b Lu.6.16. 



mg Judas, see ver. 20. ^ Which was 
guide, &c. Matt. xxvi. 47. John xviii. 3. 
17. He was numbered with us. He was 
chosen as an apostle by the Lord Jesus. 
Luke vi. 13—16. This does not mean 
that he was a true Christian, but that he 
was reckoned among the apostles. Jesus 
knew that he never loved him. Long 
before lie betrayed him, he declared that 
lie was a devil. John vi. 70. He knew 
his whole character when he chose him. 
John ii. 25. If it be aslied why he chose 
such a man to be an apostle ,• why he was 
made the treasurer of the apostles, and 
was admitted to the fullest confidence; 
we may reply, that a most im.portant object 
was gained m having such a man — a spy 
— among them. It might be pretended 
when the apostles bore testimony to the 
purity of life, of doctrine, and of purpose, 
of the Lord Jesus, that they were inte- 
rested and partial friends; that they 
might be disposed to sujjpress some of his 
real sentiments, and represent him in a 
light more favourable than the truth. 
Hence the testimony of such a man as 
Judas, if favourable, must be invaluable. 
It would be free from the charge of par- 
tiality. If Judas knew any thing unfa- 
vourable to the character of Jesus, he 
would have communicated it to the San- 
hedrim. If he knew of any secret plot 
against the government, or seditious pur- 
pose, he had every inducement to declare 
it. He had every opportunity to know it : 
he was with him ; heard him converse ; 
was a member of his family, and admit- 
ted to terms of familiarity. Yet even Ju- 
das could not be bought, or bribed, to tes- 
tify against the moral character of the 
Sa\nour. If he had done it, or could have 
done it, it would have preserved him 
from the charge of treason; entitled him 
to the reputation of a publi z benefactor 
in discovering secret sedition; and have 
Baved him from the pangs of remorse, and 
from self-murder. Judas would have done 
it if he could. But he alleged no such 
charge ; he did not even dare lo lisp a 
word against tie pure designs of the Lord 
Jesus ; and his own pangs and death are 



der in the midst, and all his bowels 
gushed out. 

19 And it was known unto all 
the dwellers at Jerusalem; inso- 
much as that field is called in their 
proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to 
say. The field of blood. 

20 For it is written in the book 

c Matt.27.5-10. d2Pet.2.15. 



the highest proof that can be desired of 
his conviction that the betrayed Redeemer 
was innocent. Judas would have been 
just the witness which the Jews desired 
of the treasonable purposes of Jesus. But 
that could not be had, even by gold ; and 
they were compelled to suborn other men 
to testify against the Son of God. Matt, 
xxvi. 60. We may just add here, that the 
introduction of such a character as that 
of Judas Iscariot into the number of the 
apostles, and the use to be made of his 
testimony, would never have occurred to 
an impostor. An impostor would have 
said that they were all the true friends 
of the Lord Jesus. To have invented such 
a character as that of Judas, and to make 
him perform such a part in the plan as the 
sacred writers do, w^ould have required 
too much art and cunning, was too re/ined 
and subtle a device to have been thought 
of, unless it had actually occurred. 

] 8. Now this Tnan, &c. The money 
which was given for betraying the Lord 
Jesus was thrown down in the temple; 
and the field was purchased with it by 
the Jewish priests. See Matt, xxvii. 6, 
10. and the Notes on that place. A man 
is said often to do a thing, when he fur- 
nishes means for doing it- IT The reward 
of iniquity. The price which he had for 
that deed of stupendous wickedness — the 
betraying of the Lord Jesus. '^ And fall' 
ing headlong. He first hanged himself, 
and then fell and was burst asunder 
Matt, xxvii. 5. 

19. If, was known, &c. Matt, xxvii. 8. 
The scene in the temple ; the acts of the 
priests in purchasing the field, &c. would 
make it known ; and the name of the field 
would preserve the memory of the guill 
of Judas. IT Their proper tongue. The 
language spoken by the Jews — the Syro- 
chcddaic. ^Aceldama. This is composed 
of two Syro-chaldaic words, and means 
literally. The field of blood. 

20. For it is written, &c. See Ps. Ixix. 
25. This is the prediction doubtless to 
which Petor refers in ver. 16. — The inter- 
mediate passage in ver. 18, 19, is probably 
a parenthesis ; the words of Luke, not oi 
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of Psalms, Let ^ his habitation be 
desolate, and let no man dwell 



Peter. It is not probable that Peter would 
introduce a narrative like this, with which 
the}r were all familiar, in an address to the 
disciples. The Hebrew in the Psalm is, 
'Let their habitation (Beb. fold, enclo- 
sure for cattle ; tower, or palace), be deso- 
late, and let none dwell in their tents." — 
This quotation i? not made Hterally from 
the Hebrew, nor from the Septuagint. 
The plural is changed to the singular, 
and there are some other slight varia- 
tions. The Hebrew says, " let no men 
dwell in their tents.'' The reference to 
the tents is omitted in the quotation. The 
term habitation, in the Psalm, means evi- 
dently the dwelling place of the enemies 
of the writer of the Psalm. It is an image 
expressive of their overthrow and defeat 
by a just God, ' let their families be scat- 
tered, and the places where they have 
dwelt be without an inhabitant, as a re- 
ward for their crimes.' If the Psalm was 
originally composed with reference to the 
Messiah and his sufferings, the expres- 
sion here was not intended to denote Ju- 
das in particular, but one of his foes, who 
was to meet the just punishment of reject- 
ing, and betraying, and murdering him. 
The change, therefore, wjiich Peter made 
from the plural to the singular ; and the 
application to Judas especially, as one of 
those enemies, accords with the design of 
the Psalm, and is such a change as the 
circumstances of the case justified and 
required. It is an image, therefore, ex- 
pressive of judgment and desolation 
coming upon his betrayer — an image to 
be literally fulfilled in relation to his ha- 
bitation, drawn from the desolation when 
a man is discomfited, overthrown, and his 
dwelling place given up to desolation. It 
is not a little remarkable that this Psalm is 
repeatedly quoted as referring to the Mes- 
siah. Ver. 9, "The zeal of thine house 
hath eaten me up," expressly applied to 
Christ in John ii. 17. Ver. 21. " They gave 
gave me also gall for my meat ; and in my 
thirst they gave me vinegar to drink." 
The thing which was done to Jesus on 
the cross. Matt, xxvii. 34. The whole 
Psalm is expressive of deep sorrow — of 
persecution, contempt, weeping, being for- 
saken, and is throughout applicable to the 
Messiah ; with what is remarkable, not a 
single expression to be, of necessity, li- 
mited to David. It is not easy to ascer- 
tain whether the ancient Jews referred 
this Psalm to the Messiah. A part of 



therein: and,^ rfis bishopric Met 
another take. 

iPs. 109.8. i 01; office, or, charge 



the title to the Psalm in the Syriac ver- 
sion is, " It is called a prophecy concern- 
ing those things which Christ mffered, 
and concerning the casting away of the 
Jews." The prophecy in ver. 26 is not to 
be understood of Judas alone, but of the 
enemies of the Messiah in general, of 
which Judas was one. On this princ pie 
the application to Judas of the passage by 
Peter is to be defended. ^ And his bi- 
shopric let another taJte. This is quoted 
from Ps. cix. 8 ; " Let his days be few, 
and let another take his office."' This is 
called "a Psalm of David," and is of the 
same class as Ps. vi. xxii. xxv. xxxviii. 
xlii. This class of Psalms is commonly 
supposed to have expressed David's feel- 
ings in the calamitous times of the perse- 
cution by Saul, the rebellion of Absalom,, 
&c. They are all also expressive of the 
condition of a suffering and persecuted 
Messiah ; and are many of them applied 
to him in the New Testament. The^ewe- 
ral principle on which most of them are 
applicable is, not that David personated or 
typified the Messiah^ w^hich is nowhere 
affirmed, and which can be true in no in- 
telligible sense ; but that he was placed 
in circumstances similar to the Messiah ; 
encompassed with like enemies; perse- 
cuted in the same manner. They are 
expressive of high rank, oflice, dignity, 
and piety, cast down, waylaid, and en- 
compassed with enemies. In this way 
they express general sentiments as much 
applicable to the case of the Messiah aa 
to David. They were placed in similar 
circumstances. The same help was need- 
ed. The same expressions would convey 
their feelings. The same treatment was 
proper for their enemies. — On this princi- 
ple it was thsX David deemed his enemy, 
whoever he was, unworthy of his office ; 
and desired that it should be given to an- 
other. In like manner, Judas had ren- 
dered Amse^f unworthy of his office, and 
there was the same propriety that it should 
be given to another. And as the office 
had now become vacant by the death of 
Judas, and according to one declaration 
in the Psalms ; so according to another, it 
was proper that it should be conferred on 
some other person. The word renriered 
"office" in the Psalm, means the care, 
charge, business, overnight of any thing. 
It is a word applicable to magistraies^ 
whose care it is to see the laws executed 5 
to military men who have charge of an 
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21 Wherefore of these men '^ 
which have companied with us all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, 

23 Beginning from the baptism 

a Lu.lO.1,2. Jno.15.27. 



army, or a part of an army. In Job x. 12, 
it is rendered " thy visitation" — thy care. 
In Num. iv. 16; "and to the office of 
Eleazer," &c. 2 Kings xi. 18. In the case 
of David it refers to those who were in- 
trusted with military or other offices, and 
who had treacherously perverted them to 
persecute and oppose him ; and thus 
shown themselves unworthy of the office. 
The Greek word which is used here, 
eTTKTxoTrfjv. is taken from the Septuagint, 
and means the same thing as the Hebrew. 
It is well rendered in the margin " office, 
or charge." It means charge of any kind, 
or office, without in itself specifying of 
what kind. It is the concrete of the noun 
sTTKry-oTTog^ commonly translated " bishop," 
and means his office, charge, or duty. 
That word designates simply having the 
overnight of any thing, and as applied to 
the officers of the New Testament, it de- 
notes merely their having charge of the af- 
fairs of the church, without specifying the 
nature or the extent of their jurisdiction. 
Hence it is often interchanged with pres- 
byter, or elder, and expresses the dis- 
charge of the duties of the same office. 
Acts XX. 28. " Take heed (presbyters or 
elders, ver. 17) to yourselves, and to all 
the flock over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers" — EjrrcrxoTrou? — 
bishops. Heb. xii. 15. "Looking dili- 
gently," &c. iVto-xojTowvTf ?. Phil. i. 1, " with 
the bishops and deacons." " Paul called 
presbyters, bishops ; for they had at that 
time the same name,"— Theodore t, as 
quoted by Scheusner. 1 Pet. v. 2. " Feed 
the flock of God (i. e. you who are elders, 
or presbyters, v. 1) ; taking the oversight 
thereof^' sTncrxoTrowreg. Theso passagcs 
shew that the term in the New Testament 
designates the supervision or care which 
was exercised over the church, by whom- 
soever performed, without specifying the 
nature or extent of the jurisdiction. It is 
scarcely necessary to add that Peter here 
did not intend to affirm that Judas sus- 
tained any office corresponding to what 
LS now commonly understood by the 
term " bishop.*^ 

21, 22. Wherefore of these men. Of 
those who had witnessed the life and 
works of Christ, and who were therefore 
qualified to discharge the duties of the 
office ff era which Judas fell. Probably 



19 

of John, ur to that same day that he 
was taken up from us, must one be 
ordained to be a witness with uts of 
his resurrection. 

23 And they appointed tv/o, To- 



Peter refers to the seventy disciples 
Luke X. 1, 2. Tf Went in and out. A 
phrase signifying that he w^as their con* 
stant companion. It expresses in genera] 
all the actions of the life. Ps. cxxi 8. 
Deut. xxviii. 19; xxxi. 2. T\ Begininng 
from the baptism of John. The words 
" beginning from" in the original refer to 
the Lord Jesus. The meaning may be 
thus expressed, 'during all the time in 
which the Lord Jesus beginning (his mi- 
nistry) at the time when he was baptized 
by John, went in and out among us, until 
the time when he was taken up,' &c. 
From those who had during that time 
been the constant companions of the Lord 
Jesus must one be taken, who would 
thus be a witness of his whoie ministry. 
*?r 3Iust one be ordained. It is ft or proper 
that one should be ordained. The reason 
of this was, that Jesus had originally cho- 
sen the number twelve for this work, and 
as one of them had fallen, it was proper 
that the breach should be "filled by some 
person equally qualified for the office. 
The reason why it was proper that he 
should be taken from the seventy disci- 
ples was, that they had been particularly 
distinguished by Jesus himself, and com- 
manded to preach, and endowed with va- 
rious powers, and had been witnesses of 
most of his public life. Luke x. 1 — 16. 
The word ordained with us has a fixed 
and definite meaning. It denotes to set 
apart to a sacred office with the proper 
form and solemnities, commonly by the 
imposition of hands. But this is not, of ne- 
cessity, the meaning of this passage. The 
Greek word usually denoting ordination is 
not used here. The expression is literally, 
" nmst one be, or become, yeveir^-cn, a wit- 
ness with us of his resurrection." The ex- 
pression does not imply that he must be set 
apart in any particular manner, but sim- 
ply that one should be designated, or ap- 
pointed for this specific purpose, to be a 
witness of the resurrection of Christ. 

23. And i?iey appointed two. They pro 
posed,or as we should saj?^, nominated tw^o. 
Literally they placed two, or made them to 
stand forth, as persons do who are candi- 
dates for office. These two were proba- 
bly more distinguished by prudence, wis 
dom, piety, and age than the othei-s ; and 
were sc nearly equal in qualifications, 
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seph called Barsabas, " who was 
surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 

24 And they prayed, and said, 
Thou, Lord, which * knowest the 

a c.15.22. b Je.17.10. Re.2.23. 



that they could not determine which was 
the best fitted for the office. ^ Joseph 
called Barsabas, &c. It is not certainly 
known what the name Barsabas denotes. 
The Syriac word Bar means Son, and the 
word Sabas has been translated an oath, 
rest, quiets or captivity. Why the name 
was given to Joseph is not known ; but 
probably it was the family name — Joseph 
son of Sab<s, Some have conjectured 
that this was the same man who, in ch. 
iv. 36, is called Barnabas. But of this 
fhere is no proof. Lightfoot supposes that 
he was the son of Alpheus, and brother 
of James the Less, and that he was chosen 
on account of his relationship to the fami- 
ly of the Lord Jesus. TT Was surnamed Jus- 
tus. Who was called Justus. This is a 
Latin name, meaning Jws^, and was proba- 
bly given him on account of his distin- 
guislied integrity. It was not uncommon 
among the Jews for a man to have seve- 
ral names. Matt. x. 3 IT And Matthias. 
iN^olhing is knov^ai of the family of this 
man, or of his character, further than that 
he was numbered with the apostles, and 
shared their lot in the toils, and persecu- 
tions, and honours of preaching the gospel 
to mankind. 

24. And they prayed. As they could 
not agree on the individual, they invoked 
the directif)n of God in their choice — an 
example wiiich should be followed in 
every selection of an individual to exer- 
cise the duties of the sacred office of the 
ministry. ir Which knowest the hearts of all 
men. This is often declared to be the pe- 
culiar prerogative of God. Jer. xvii. 10. 
" I, Jehovah, search the hearth &g. Ps. 
cxxxix. 1.23. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. Yet this 
attribute is also expressly ascribed to Je- 
sus Christ. Rev. ii. 18. Comp. 23. " These 
things saith the Son of God — I am he 
which searcheth theremsand the hearts." 
John ii. 25; vi. 64;xvi. 19. There are 
strong reasons for supposing that the apos- 
tles on this occasion addressed this prayer 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. (1.) The name 
Lord is the common appellation which 
they gave to him. Acts ii. 36 ; vii. 59, 60 ; 
X. 36. 1 Cor. ii.8. Phil, ii.ll. Rev. xi. 8, 
fee. (2.) We are told that they worshipped 
him, or rendered him divine lionours after 
his ascension. Luke xxiv. 52. (3.) The 
disciples were accustomed to address him 
Rftci his crucifixion by the names Lord 



hearts of all men^ shew whether of 
these two thou hast chosen, 

25 That he may take part of this 
ministry and apostleship, frora 



or God indifferently. Acts i. 6. John xx 
28. Acts vii. 69. (4.) This was a mattei 
pertaining especially to the church which 
the Lord Jesus had redeemed, and to his 
own arrangement in regard to it. He had 
chosen the apostles ; he had given theut 
their commission ; he had fixed their num- 
ber; and what is worthy of special re- 
mark here, he had been the companion of 
the very men, and knew their quahfica- 
tions for their work. If the apostles ever 
called on the Lord Jesus after his ascen 
sion, this was the case in which they 
v*^ould be likely to do it. That it was done 
is clear from the account of the death of 
Stephen. Acts vii. 59. 60. And in this 
important matter of ordaining anew apos- 
tle to be a Avitness for Jesus Christ, no- 
thing was more natural than that they 
should address hiin, though bodily ab- 
sent, as they would assuredly have done 
if he were present. And if on this occa- 
sion they did actually address Christ, 
then two things clearly follow. First, 
that it is proper to render him divine ho- 
mage, agreeably to the uniform declara- 
tions of the Scripture. John v. 23, " That 
all men should honour the Son even as 
they honour the Father." Heb. i. 6, '• And 
let all the angels of God worship him," 
Phil. ii. 10, 11. Rev. v. 8— 14. IThess. iii. 
11, 12. Secondly, he must be divine. Tc 
none other but God can religious homage 
be rendered ; and none other can be de- 
scribed as knowing the hearts of all men. 
The reason why they appealed to him on 
this occasion as the searcher of the heart, 
was; doubtless the great importance of the 
work to which the successor of Judas was 
to be called. One apostle of fair external 
character had proved a traitor; and with 
this fact full before them, they appealed 
to the Saviour himself^ to select one who 
would be true to him, and net bring dis- 
honour on his cause. IT Shew whether, &c. 
Shew which of them. H Thou hast chosen. 
Not by any public declaration, but which 
of the two thou hast judged to be best 
qualified for the work, and hast fitted for it. 
25. That he may take part of this miniS' 
try. The word rendered joari, xxJj^oi/, is 
the same which in the next verse is ren- 
dered lots. It properly means a lot, or 
portion ; the portion divided to a man, or 
assigned to him by casting lots ; and also 
the instrument or means by which the lot 
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wliicli Judas by transgression fell, that lie miglit go to his own place, 



is made. The former is its meaning 
here; the office^ or portion of apostolic 
work which would fall to him by tak 
ing the place of Judas. ^ Ministry and 
apostksliip. This is an instance of the 
figure of speech hendiadys, when tv/o 
words are used to express one thing. 
It means the apostolic ministry. See in- 
stances in Gen. i. 14, "Let them be 
for signs and for seasons," i. e. signs 
of seasons. Acts xxiii. 6, " Hope and 
resurrection of the dead," i. e. hope of 
fhe resurrection of the dead. *j[ Tliat 
he miglit go to Ms oivn place. These 
words by' different interpreters have 
been referred both to Matthias and Ju- 
das. Those who refer them to Matthi- 
as say that they mean, that Judas fell 
that Matthias might go to his own place, 
that is, to a place for which he was fitted, 
or well quahfied. But to this there are 
many objections. 1. The apostohc office 
could with no propriety be called, in re- 
ference to Mattiiias, his own place, until it 
was actually conferred on him. 2. There 
is no instance in which the expression to 
go to his 0W71 place, is applied to a succes- 
sor in office. 3. It is not true that the 
design or reason why Judas fell was 
to make way for another. He fell by 
his crimes; his avarice, his voluntary 
and enormous wickedness. 4. The for- 
saaer part of the sentence contains this 
sentiment: 'Another must be appointed 
to this office which the death of Judas 
has made vacant.' If this expression, 
*'that he might go," &c., refers to the 
successor of Judas, it expresses the same 
sentiment, but more obscurely. 5. The 
obvious and natural meaning of the 
phrase is to refer it to Judas. But those 
who suppose it to refer to Judas differ 
greatly about its meaning. Some sup- 
pose it refers to his own liouse ; that he 
left the apostolic office to return to his 
own house ; and they appeal to Numbers 
xxiv. 25. But it is not true that Judas did 
this ; nor is there the least proof that it 
was his design. Others refer it to the 
grave, as the place of man, where all 
must lie ; and particularly as an ignomi- 
nious place where Judas should lie. But 
there is no example of the word place 
being used in this sense ; nor is there 
an instance where a man by being bu- 
ried is said to return to his own, or pro- 
per place. Others have supposed that 
the manner of his death, by hanging, is 
referred to, as his own or his proper place. 
But this interpretation is evidently an un- 
natural and forced one. The word place 
Jiannot be applied to an act of self-mur- 



der. It denotes habitation, abode, situ 
ation in which to remain ; not an act. 
These are the only interpretations 
which can be suggested of the pas- 
sage, except the common and obvious 
one of referring it to the future abode 
of Judas in the world of wo. This 
might be said to be his ozctz, as it was 
adapted to him; as he had prepared 
himself for it; and as it was proper that 
he who had betrayed his Lord shoukl 
remain there. This interpretation may 
be defended by the following consid- 
erations: 1. It is the obvious and nat 
ural meaning of the words. It com 
mends itself by its simplicity and its ev 
ident connexion with the context, li 
has in all ages been the common inter- 
pretation ; nor has any other been adopted 
unless there was a theory to be defended 
about future punishment. Unless men 
had previously made up their minds 7ioi 
to believe in future punishment, no one 
would ever have thought of any other 
interpretation. This fact alone throws 
strong light on the meaning of the pas- 
sage. 2. It accords with the crimes of 
Judas, and with all that we know of him. 
The future doom of Judas was not un- 
known to the apostles. Jesus Christ had 
expressly declared this; "it had been 
good for that man if he had not been 
born ;" a declaration which could not be 
true if^ after any limited period of suffer- 
ing, he were at last admitted to eternal 
happiness. See Matt. xxvi. 24, and the 
Note on that place. This declaration 
was made in the presence of the eleven 
apostles, at the institution of the Lord's 
supper, at a time when their attention 
was absorbed with deep interest in what 
Christ said ; and it was therefore a de- 
claration which they would not be likely 
to forget. As they knew the fate of Judas, 
nothing was more natural for them than 
to speak of it familiarly as-a thing which 
had actually occurred when he betrayed 
his Lord, hung himself, and went to his 
own place, 3. The expression " to go to 
his own place," is one which is used by 
the ancient writers to denote going to 
the eternal destiny. Thus the Jewish 
Tract, Baal Turim, on Num. xxiv 25, 
says, " Balaam went to his own place, 
i. e. to Gehenna," to hell. Thus the Tar- 
gum, or Chaldee Paraphrase on Eccl. vi 
6, says, " Although the days of a man's 
life were two thousand years, and he did 
not study the law, and io justice, in the 
day of his death his soul shall descend 
to hell, to the one place where all sinners 
go." Th\i8 Ignatius in the Epistle to the 
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26 And they gave forth their 
lots: and the lot fell upon Matthi- 
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as ; and he was numbered with tht 
eleven apostles. 



Magnesians says, " Because all things 
have an end, the two things death and 
life shall lie down together, and each one 
shall go to his own place" The phrase 
his own place, means the place or abode 
whi(;h is fitted for him, which is his ap- 
propriate home. Judas was not in a place 
which befitted his character when he 
was an apostle; he was not in such a 
place in the church ; he would not be in 
heaven. Hell was the only place which 
was fitted to the man of avarice and of 
treason. And if this be the true inter- 
pretation of this passage, then it follows, 
1. That there will be such a thing as fu- 
ture, eternal punishment. One such man 
there certahily is m hell, and ever will 
be. If there is one there, for the same 
reason there may be others. All objec- 
tions to the doctrine are removed by this 
single fact ; and it cannot be true that all 
men will be saved. 3. Each individual 
in eternity will find his own proper place. 
Hell is not an arbitrary appointment. 
Every man will go to the place for which 
his character is fitted. The hypocrite is 
not fitted for heaven. The man of pride, 
and avarice, and pollution, and falsehood, 
is not fitted for heaven. The place adapt- 
ed to such men is hell; and the design 
of the judgment will be to assign to each 
individual his proper abode in the eternal 
world. 3. The design of the judgment 
of the great day will be to assign to all 
the inhabitants of this w-orld tJieir proper 
place. It would not be fit that the holy 
and pure should dwell for ever in the 
same place with the unholy and impure ; 
and the Lord Jesus will come to assign to 
each his appropriate eternal habitation. 
4. The sinner will have no cause of com- 
plaint. If he is assigned to his proper 
place, he cannot complain. l( he is unjit 
for heaven, he cannot complain that he is 
excluded. Arid if his character and feel- 
ings are such as make it proper that he 
should find his eternal abode among the 
enemies of God, then he must expect that 
a God of justice and equity will assign 
him such a doom. But, 5. This will not 
alleviate his pain ; it will deepen his wo. 
He will have the eternal consciousness 
that that, and that only, is his place— the 
doom for which he is fitted. The prison 
is no less dreadful because a man is con- 
gcious that he deserves it. The gallows 
IS not the less terrible, because the man 
knows that he deserves to die. And the 
Aterrial consciousness of the sinner that 



he is unfit for heaven ; that there is not q 
solitary soul there with whom he could 
have sympathy or friendship ; that he is 
fit for hell, and hell only, will be an in- 
gredient of eternal bitterness in the cup 
of wo that awaits him. Let not the sin- 
ner then hope to escape; for God will 
assuredly appoint his residence in that 
world to which his character here iia 
a|Iapted. 

The character and end of Judas is on** 
of the most important and instructive m 
history. It teaches us, 1, That Christ may 
employ wicked men for important pur- 
poses in his kingdom. See Note on ver. 
17. He does no violence to their free- 
dom, sutlers them to act as they please, 
but brings important ends out of their con- 
duct. One of the most conclusive argu- 
ments for the pure character of Jesus 
Christ is drawn from the silent testimony 
of Judas. 2. The character of Judas was 
eminently base and wicked. He was in- 
fluenced by one of the worst human pas- 
sions ; and yet he cloaked it from all the 
apostles. It was remarkable that any 
man should have thought of making mo- 
ney in such a band of men ; but avarice 
will show itself every where, 3. We see 
the effects of avarice in the church. It 
led to the betraying of Jesus Christ, and 
to his death; and it has often betrayed 
the cause of pure religion since. There is 
no single human passion that has done so 
much evil in the church of God as this. 
It may he consistent with external decen- 
cy and order; it is that on which the 
world acts, and which it approves; and 
it may therefore be indulged without dis- 
grace; while open and acknowledged 
vices would expose their possessors to 
shame and ruin. And yet it paralyzes 
and betrays religion probably more than 
any smgle propensity of man. 4. The 
character of an avaricious man in the 
church will be developed. Opportuni- 
ties will occur when it will be seen and 
known by what principle the man is in- 
fluenced. So it was with Achan (Josh, 
vii. 21) ; so it was with Judas ; and so it 
will be with all. Occasions will occnj 
which will test the character, and show 
what manner of spirit a man is of Every 
appeal to a man's benevolence, every 
call upon his charity, shows what spirit 
influences him, and whether he is actu- 
ated by the love of gold, or by the love 
of Jesus Christ and his cause. 

26. And (hey gave ferthiheir lots. Some 
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tinve sup].K3sed that this means they voted. 
But to this interpretation fhere are insu- 
perable objections. 1. The word lots, 
KX-vj^oi-i, is not used to express votes^ or .suf- 
frage. 2. The expression " the lot fell 
upon" is not consistent with the notion of 
voting It is commonly expressive of cast- 
ing lots. 3. Casting lots was common 
among the Jews on important and diffi- 
cult occasions, and it was natural that the 
apostles should resort to it in this. Thus 
David divided the priests by lot. 1 Chron. 
xxiv. 5. The land of Canaan was divided 
by lot. Num. xxvi. 55, Josh. xv. xvi. xvii. 
&c. Jonathan, son of Saul, was detected 
as having violated his father's command, 
and as bringing calamity on the Israelites, 
by lot. 1 Sam. xiv. 41, 42. Achan was de- 
tected by lot. Josh. vii. .16. 18. In these 
cases the use of the lot was regarded as a 
solemn appeal to God, for his direct inter- 
ference in cases which thejr could not 
themselves decide. Prov. xvi. 33, " The 
lot is cast into the lap, but the whole dis- 
posing thereof is of the Lord." The choice 
of an apostle was an event of the same 
kind, and was regarded as a solemn ap- 
peal to God for his direction and guidance 
in a case which the apostles could not 
determine. The manner in which this 
vi^as done is not certainly known. The 
common mode of casting lots, was to 
write the names of the persons on pieces 
of stone, wood, &c. and put them in 
one urn ; and the name of the office, por- 
tion, &c. on others. These were then 
placed in an urn with other pieces of 
stone, &c, which were blank. The names 
were then drawn at random, and also the 
other pieces, and this determined the 
case. The casting of a lot is determined 
by laws of nature, as regularly as any 
tiling else. There is properly no chance 
III it. We do not know how a die may 
turn up; but this does not imply that 
it will turn up without any regard to 
rule, or at haphazard. We cannot trace 
the influences which may determine 
either this or that side to come up ; but 
still it is done by regular and proper 
laws, and according to the circumstances 
of position, force, &c. in which it is cast. 
Still although it does not imply any spe- 
cial or miraculous interposition of Provi- 
dence ; though it may not be absolutely 
wrong, in cases whicn cannot otherwise 
be determined, to use the lot, yet it does 
not follow that it is proper often to make 
this appeal. Almost all cases of doubt 
can be determined more satisfactorily in 
Bome other way than by the lot. The ha- 
bit of appealing to it engenders the love 
Df hazards and of games ; leads to heart- 



burnings, to jealousies, to envy, to strife, 
and to dishonesty. Still less does the ex- 
ample of the apostles authorize games of 
hazard, or lotteries, which are positively 
evil, and attended with ruinous conse 
quences, apart from any inquiry about 
the lav/fulness of the lot. They eithei 
originate in, or promote, covetousness, ne 
gleet of regular industry, envy, jealousy 
disappointment, dissipation, bankruptcy 
falsehood, and despair. What is gained 
by one is lost by another, and both the 
gain and the loss promote some of the 
worst passions of man ; boasting, triumph, 
self-confidence, indolence, dissipation, on 
the one hand ; and envy, disappointment, 
sullenness, desire of revenge, remorse, 
and ruin, on the other. God intended that 
main should live by sober toil. All de- 
partures from this great law of our social 
existence lead to ruin. '^ Their lots. The 
lots which were to decide their case. 
They are called theirs, because they 
were to determine which of them shoultl 
be called to the apostolic Office. TT The lot 
fell. This is an expression applicable to 
casting lots, not to voting.^ He was num- 
bered. By the casting of the lot. o-0;^xmts4- 
^'^<piTd-n. This word is i\;om^ii(^oi—a cal- 
culus, or pebble, by which votes were 
given, or lots were cast. It means, that 
by the result of the lot, he was reckoned as 
an apostle. Nothing further is related of 
Matthias in the New Testament. Where 
he laboured, and when and where he 
died, is unknown, nor is there any tradi- 
tion on which reliance is to be placed. 
The election of Matthias throws some 
light on the organization of the church. 
1. He was chosen to fill the place vacated 
by Judas, and for a specific purpose, to be 
a witness o£ the resurrection of Christ. 
There is no mention of any other design 
It was not to ordain men exclusively, or 
to rule over the churches, but to be a" wit- 
ness to an important fact. 2. There is no 
intimation here that it was designed that 
there should be successors to the apostles 
in the peculiar duties of the apostolic of- 
fice. The election was for a definite ob- 
ject, and was therefore temporary. It 
was to fill up the number originally ap- 
pointed by Christ. When the purpose for 
which he was appointed v^^as accom^ 
plished, the peculiar part of the apostolic 
work ceased of course. 3 There could 
be no succession in our times to the pecu- 
liar apostolic office. They were to be 
witnesses of the work of Christ. For this 
they were sent forth. And Vi^hen the 
desired effect resulting from such a wit- 
nessing was accomplished, the office itself 
WT>uld cease. Hence there is no record 
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^ cost ** waa fully come, they ^ 



that afier this the church even pretended 
lo appoint successors to the apostles to 
disciiarge their peculiar work. And hence 
110 ministers of the gospel can now pre- 
tend to be their successors in the peculiar 
and original design of the appointment of 
the apostles. 4. The only other apostle 
mentioned in the New Testament is the 
apostle Paul, not appointed as the succes- 
sor of the others, not with any peculiar 
design except to be an apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, as the others were to the Jews, and 
appointed for the same end, to testify that 
Jesus Christ was alive* and that he had 
seen Mm Q^er he rose. 1 Cor. xv. 8; ix. 
1. Acts xxn. S, 9. 14, 15; ix. 15; xxvi. 
17, 18. The ministers of religion, there- 
fore, are successors of the apostles, not in 
their peculiar office as witnesses, but as 
preachers of the word, and as appointed 
to establish, to organize, and to edify and 
rule the churches. The peculiar work of 
the apostleship ceased with their death. 
The ordinary work of the ministry, which 
*hey held in common with all others who 
preach the gospel, will continue to the 
end of time. 

CHAPTER II. 
1 . Aiid when the day of Pentecost. The 
word Pentecost is a Greek word, signify- 
ing the fiftieth part of a thing ; or the 
fiftieth in order. Among the Jews it was 
applied to one of their three great feasts 
which began on the fiftieth day after the 
Passover. This feast was reckoned from 
the sixteenth day of the month Abib, or 
April, oV the second day of the Passover. 
The paschal lamb was slain on the four- 
teenth of the month at even (Lev. xxiii. 5). 
On the fifteenth of the month was a holy 
convocation — the proper begirming of the 
feast ; on the sixteenth was the offering of 
the first-fruits of harvest, and from that 
day they were to reckon seven weeks, i. e. 
forty-nine days to the feast called the feast 
of Fentecost,sothat it occurred^i!^ days 
after the first day of the feast of the Pass- 
over. This feast was also called the feast 
of weeks, from the circumstance that it 
followed a succession of weeks. Ex.xxxiv. 
23. Num. xxviii. 26. Deut. xvi. 10. It 
was also a harvest festival, and was ac- 
cordingly called the feast of harvest. And 
it was for this reason that two loaves made 
of new meal were offered on this occasion 
as first-fruits. Lev. xxiii. 17. 20. Num. 
/xviii. 27. 31. IT Was fully come. When 
the day had arrived. The word means 



weie all with cne accord in cne 

place. 
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here simply, had come. Comp. Mark i. 15. 
Luke i. 57. This fact is »nentioned, th^t 
the time of the Pentecosx had come, or 
fully arrived, to account for what is r^^'^rt. 
ed afterwards, that there were so many 
strangers and foreigners present. The 
promised influences of the Spirit were 
withheld until the greatest possible num. 
bers of Jews should be present at Jeru- 
salem at the same time, and thus an op- 
portunity be afforded of preaching the 
gospel to vast multitudes in the very 
place where the Lord Jesus was crucified, 
and also an opportunity be afforded of 
sending the gospel by them into distant 
parts of tho earth. ^ They were all. Pro- 
bably not only the apostles, but also the 
one hundred and twenty mentioned in 
ch. i. 15. IT With one accord. See ch. i. 
14. It is probable they had continued to 
gether until this time, and given them' 
selves entirely to the business of devo- 
tion. If In one place. Where this was 
cannot be known. Commentators have 
been much divided in their conjectures 
about it. Some have supposed it was in 
the upper room mentioned (ch. i. 13); 
others that it was a room in the temple ; 
others that it was in a synagogue ; others, 
that it was in the promiscuous multitude 
that assembled for devotion in the courts 
of the temple. See ver, 2. It has by many 
been supposed that this took place on the 
first day of the week, that is on the Chris- 
tian Sabbath. But there is a difficulty 
in establishing this. There was probably 
a difference among the Jew^s themselves 
on this subject. The law said that they 
should reckon seven Sabbaths, that is 
seven weeks from the morrow after the 
Sabbath. Lev. xxiii. 15. By this Sabbath 
the Pharisees understood the second day 
of the Passover, on whatever day of the 
week it occurred, which was kept as a 
holy assembly, and might be called a Sab- 
bath. But the Caraite Jews, or iho.se who 
insisted on a literal interpretation of the 
Scriptures, maintained that by the Sab^ 
bath here was meant the usual Sabbath 
the seventh day of the week. Conse- 
quently with them the day of Pentecos 
always occurred on the first day of the 
week; and if the apostles feilm wiih 
their views, the day was fully come on 
w^hat is now the Christian Sabbath. Bui 
if the views of the Pharisees were fol- 
lowed, and the Lord Jesus had with then 
kept the Passover on Thursday, as nxnw 
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sound from heaven, as of a rush- 
ing mighty wind, and it filled " 
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have supposed, then the day of Pentecost 
would have occurred on the Jewish Sab- 
bath, that is on Saturday. Kuin'del. Light- 
foot. It is impossible to determine the 
truth on this subject. Nor is it of much 
importance. The day of Pentecost was 
1-5 ept by the Jews also as a festival to 
cmumemorate the giving of the law on 
mount Sinai. 

2. And suddenly . It burst upon them 
at once. Though they were waiting for 
the descent of the Spirit, yet it is not pro- 
bable that they expected it in this man- 
ner. As this was an important event, and 
one on which the welfare of the church 
depended, it was proper that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit should take place in some 
strik'mg and sensible manner, so as to con- 
vince their own minds that the promise 
was fulfilled, and so as deeply to impress 
oihers with the greatness and importance 
of the event. If There came a sound. 
fi%o;. This word is applied to any noise 
or report. Heb. xii. 19 " The sound of a 
trumpet." Luke iv. 37, " The fame of 
him," &c. Comp. Mark i. 28. fT From 
heaven. Appearing to rush down from 
the sky. It was fitted therefore to attract 
their attention no less from the direction 
from which it came, than on account of 
its suddenness and violence. Tempests 
blow commonly horizontally. This ap- 
peared to come from above ; and this is 
all that is meant by the expression "from 
heaven." % As of a rushing mighty wind. 
Literally, " as of a violent wind or gale," 
borne along {apseo/^svy^g), .sweeping along 
like a tempest. Such a wind is sometimes 
borne along so violently, and with such a 
noise, as to make it difficult even to hear 
the thunder u\ the gale. Such appears to 
have been the sound of this remarkable 
phenomenon. It does not appear that 
there was any wind ; all might have been 
still ; but the sudden sound was like such 
a sweeping tempest. It may be remarked, 
however, that the wind in the Jficred 
Scriptures is often put as an embl'jm of a 
divine influence. It is invisible, yet migh- 
ty ,- and tluis represents the agency of the 
Holy Spirit. The same word in Hebrew 
\nn), and in Greek {^vs-jy.:^)^ is nsed to 
denote both. The mighty power of God 
may be denoted also by the violence of 
a mighty tempest. 1 Kings xix. 11. Ps. 
xxix. civ. 3; xviii. 10. And thus Jesus 
by his breath indicated to the apostles the 

c 



all the house where they were sit 
ting. 

3 And there appeared unto therr 



conferring of the Holy Ghost. John xx. 
22. In this place the sound as of a galo 
was emblematic of the mighty power of 
the Spirit, and of the great effects which 
his coming would accomplish among 
men. IT And it filed. Not the wind filled, 
but the sound. This is evident, (1.) Be- 
cause there is no affirmation that there 
was any wind. (2.) The grammatical 
structure of the sentence will admit no 
other construction. The word "filled" 
has no nominative case but "the sound." 
And suddenly there was a sound as of a 
wind, and (tlie sound) filled the house. 
In the Greek, the word " wind" is in the 
genitive or possessive case. .It maybe 
remarked here, that this miracle was 
really far more striking than the common 
supposition makes it to have been. A 
tempest might have been terrific. A 
mighty wind might have alarmed them 
But there would have been nothing un- 
usual or remarkable in it. Such things 
often occurred ,• and the thoughts would 
have been directed of course to the storm 
as an ordinary, though perhaps alarming 
occurrence. But when all was sfill; 
when there was no storm, no wind, no 
rain, no thunder, such a rushing sound 
must have arrested their attention, and 
directed all minds to so unusual and un- 
accountable an occurrence. V All the 
house. Some have supposed that this 
was a room in or near the temple. But 
as the temple is not expressly mentioned, 
this is improbable. It was probably the 
private dwelling mentioned in ch. i. 13 
If It be said that such a dwelling could 
not contain so large a multitude as soon as- 
sembled, it may be replied that their houses 
had large central courts (see Note, Matt, 
ix. 2) ; and that it is not affirmed that the 
transaction recorded in this chapter oc- 
curred in the room which they occupied 
It is probable that it took place in the 
court and around tne house. 

^. And there appeared unto them. There 
were seen by them, or they saw. They were 
first seen by them in the room before 
they rested on the heads of the disciples, 
Perhaps the fhe appeared at first as scin- 
tillations or corruscations, until it became 
fixed on their heads. IT Tongues, yksxrcrai. 
The word tongite occurs often in tht 
Scriptures to denote the member which 
is the instrument of taste and speech, and 
also to denote ^^mguage or speech itsolf. 
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cloven tongues like as of fire, and 
it sat upon each of them : 

4 And they were all. filled " with 

a c.1.5. 

It is also used, as with us, to denote that 
which in shape resembles the tongue. 
Thus Josh, vii. 21. 24 (in Hebrew), " a 
tongue of gold," i. e. a wedge of gold. 
Josh. XV. 5; xviii. 19. Isa. xi. 15, "The 
tongue of the sea," i. e. a bay or gulf 
Thus also we say, a tongue of land. The 
phrase " tongue of fire" occure once, and 
once only, in the Oid Testament (Isa. v. 
24), " Therefore as the fire devoureth the 
stubble (ileh.tongue of fire), and the flame 
consumeth," &c. In this place the name 
tongue is given from the resemblance of a 
pointed flame to the human tOngue. Any 
thing long, narrow, and tending to a point, 
is thus in the Hebrew called a tongue. 
The word here means, therefore, slender 
and pointed appearances of flame ; per- 
haps at first moving irregularly around 
the room, ir Cloven. Divided, separated. 
6i.(.€vai, from the verb to divide, or 
distribute into parts. Mfitt. xxvii. 35, 
'* They parted his garments." Luke xxii. 
17, "Take this (the cup), and divide it 
among yourselves." Probably the com 
mon opinion is that these tongues or 
flames were, each owe of them, spLt, or 
forked, or cloven. But this is not the 
sense of the expression. It means that 
they were separated or divided one from 
another ; not one great flame, but broken 
up, or cloven into many parts ; and proba- 
bly moving without order in the room. 
In the Syriac it is, "And there appeared 
unto them tongues which divided them- 
selves, like fire, and sat upon each of 
them." The old Ethiopia version reads 
it, " And fire, as it were, appeared to 
them, and sat on them." IT And sat upon 
each of them. Or rested, in the form of a 
lambent or gentle flame, upon the head 
of each one. This evinced that the pro- 
digy was directed to them, and was a very 
significant emblem of the promised de- 
gcent of the Holy Spirit After the rush- 
ing sound, and the appearance of the 
flames, they could not doubt that here 
was some remarkable interposition of 
God. The appearance of fire, or fiame, 
has alv^ays been regarded as a most 
striking emblem of the Divinity. ThUs, 
Exod. ill. 2, 3, God is said to have mani- 
fested himself to Moses in a bush which 
was burning, yet not consumed. Thus, 
^'.xod. xix. 16—20, God descended on 
mount Sinai in the midst of thunders, and 
ii^htnings, and smoke, and f^'d striking 
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the Holy Ghost, and began * to 
speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. 

b Mar.16.17. c.10.46. 



emblems of his presence and i}0wer 
See also Gen. xv. 17. Thus Deut. iv. 24 
God is said to be "a consuming fire," 
Comp. Heb. xii. 29. See Ezek. i. 4. Ps. 
xviii. 12 — 14. The classic reader will 
also instantly recall the beautiful descrip 
tion in Virgil. (iEniad, b. ii. 680—691./ 
Other instances of a similar prodigy are 
also recorded in profane writers- Pliny 
H. N. 2. 37. Livy, i. 39. These appear 
ances to the apostles were emblematic 
doubtless, (1.) Of the promised Holy Spi 
rit, as a Spirit of purity and of power 
The prediction of John the Baptist, " He 
shall baptize with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire" (Matt.iii.ll), would probably be 
recalled at once to their memory. (2.) 
The peculiar appearance, that offonguen, 
was an emblem of the diversity of Zaw- 
guages which they were about to foe 
able to utter. Any form of fire would 
have denoted the presence and power of 
God ; but a form was adopted expressive 
of the case. Thus any appearance at the 
baptism of Jesus might nave denoted the 
presence and approbation of God ; but the 
form chosen was that of a dove descend- 
ing; expressive of the mild and gentle 
virtues with w^hich he was to be imbued. 
So in Ezek, i. 4, any form of flame might 
have expressed the presence of God ,• but 
the appearance actually was emblematical 
of his providence. In the same way, the 
appearance here, expressed their peculiar 
endowments for entering on their great 
work— the ability to speak powerfully 
with new tongues 

4. Were all filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Were entirely under his sacred influence 
and power. See Note, Luke i. 41. 67. To 
he filled with any thing is a phrase denot- 
ing that all the faculties are pervaded by 
it, engaged in it, or under its influence 
Acts iii. 10,-^^ "Were filled with wondei 
and amazement." v. 17, "Filled with 
indignation." xiii. 45, " Filled with envy." 
Ver. 52, " Filled with joy and the Holy 
Ghost." IT Began to speak with other 
tongues. In other languages than their 
native tongue. The languages which 
they spoke are specified in ver. 8 — -11 
IT As the Spirit gave them utterance As 
the Spirit gave them power to speak. 
This language implies plainly that they 
were now endued with a facultj- of 
speaking language&' which they had no! 
before learned. Their native ionizne was 
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that of Galilee, a somewhat barbarous 
dialect of the common language used in 
Judea, the Syro-Chaldaic. It is possible 
that some of them might have been par- 
tially acquainted with the Greek and 
Latin, as both of them were spoken 
among the Jews to some extent; but 
there is not the slightest evidence that 
they were acquainted with the languages 
of the different nations afterwards speci- 
fied. Various attempts have been made 
to account for this remarkable phenome- 
non without supposing it to be a miracle. 
But the natural and obvious meaning of 
the passage is, that they were endowed 
by the miraculous power of the Holy 
Ghost with ability to speak foreign lan- 
guages, and languages to them before 
unknown. It does not appear that each 
one had the power of speaking all the lan- 
guages which are specified (ver. 9—11), 
but that this abihty was among them, and 
that together they could speak these lan- 
guages; probably some one, and some an- 
other. The following remarks may per- 
haps throw some light on this remarkable 
occurrence. , (1.) This ability was pre- 
dicted in the Old Testament (Isa. xxviii. 
11), " With .... another tongue will he 
speak unto this people." Comp. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 21, where this passage is expressly 
applied to the power of speaking foreigii 
languages under the gospel. (2.) It was 
predicted by the Lord Jesus that they 
should have this power. Mark xvi. 17, 
" These signs shall follow them that 
believe.. . .they shall speak with new 
tongues'' (3.) The ability to do it existed 
extensively and long in the church. 
1 Cor. xii. 10, 11. "To another divers 
idnds of tongues; to another the inter- 
pretation of tongues: all these worketh 
that one and the self-same Spirit." Ver. 
28, "God hath set in the church.. ..di- 
vervsities of tongues." 30 ; xiv. 2. 4, 5, 6. 
9. 13, 14. 18, 19. 22, 23. 27. 39. From this 
it appears that the power was well known 
in the church, and was not confined to 
the apostles. This also vsx^y show that in 
the case in the Acts, the power was con- 
ferred on other members of the church as 
well as the apf>stles. (4.) It was very im- 
portant that they should be endowed 
with this power in their great w^ork. 
They were going forth to preach to all 
nations ; and though the Greek and Ro- 
man tongues were extensively spoken, 
vet their use was not universal ; nor is it 
known that the apostles were skilled in 
those languages. To preach to all na- 
t'ons, it was indispensable that they 



should be able to underslanii their 
language. And it was necessary that 
they should be endowed with ability to 
speak them Vi^ithout the slow process of 
being compelled to learn them. (5.) One 
design was to establish the gospel by 
means of miracles. Yet no miracle could 
be more striking than the power of con- 
veying their sentiments at once into ail 
the languages of the earth. When it m 
remembered what a slow and toilsome 
process it is to learn a foreign tongue, 
this would be regarded by the heatheii 
as one of the most striking miracles 
which were ever wrought in the esta- 
blishment of the Christian faith. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 22. 24, 25. (6.) The reality and cer- 
tainty of this miracle is strongly attested 
by the early triumphs of the gospel. Thai 
the gospel was early spread over all the 
world, and that too by the apostles of Je- 
sus Christ, by men of Galilee, is the clear 
testimony of all history. They preached 
it in Arabia, Greece, Syria, Asia, Persia, 
Africa, and Rome. Yet how could this 
have been effected without a miraculous 
power of speaking the languages used in 
all those places ? Now, it requires the 
toil of many years to speak in foreign 
languages ; and the recorded success of 
the gospel is one of the most striking at- 
testations to th6 fact of the miracle that 
could be conceived. (7.) The corruption 
of language was one of the most decided 
effects of sin^ of pride and ambition, and 
the source of endless embarrassments and 
difficulties. Gen. xi. It is not to be re- 
garded as wonderful if owe of the effects 
of the plan of recovering men should be 
to show the power of God over all evil; 
and thus to furnish striking evidence that 
the gospel could meet all the crimes and 
calamities of men. And we may add, 
(8.) That from this we see the necessity 
now of training men who are to be mis- 
sionaries to other lands. The gift of mi- 
racles is withdrawn. The apostles, by that 
miracle, simply were empowered to speak 
other languages. That power must still 
be had if the gospel is to be preached. 
But it is now to be obtained, not by mi- 
racle, but by slow and careful study and 
toil. If possessed, men must be taught it. 
They must labour for it. And as the 
church is bound (Matt, xxviii. 19) to send 
the gospel to all nations, so it is bound ta 
provide that the teachers who shall bo 
sent forth shall be qualified for their 
work. Hence owe of the reasons of the 
importance of training men for the holy 
ministry. 
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5 And there \^ere dwelling at 
Jerusalem, Jews, devout men, out 
of every nation undet heaven. 

6 Nov/ ' when this was noised 
abroad, the multitude came together, 

i Wfien this lioice ■was TTiadJs. 



5. There were dwelling at Jerusalem,. 
The word rendered dwelling, KaroiKohvTs?, 
properly means to have a Jixed anu per- 
manent habitation, in distinction from 
another word, Tr^s^'^o-^vrag, which means 
to have a temporary and transient resi- 
dence in a place. But it is not always 
confined to this signification; and it is not 
improbable that many wealthy foreign 
Jews had a permanent residence in Jeru- 
salem for the convenience of being near 
the temple. This was the more probable, 
as about that tim.e the Messiah was ex- 
pected to appear, Matt. ii. IT Jews. Jews 
by birth; of Jewish descent, and religion. 
^ Devout men, hv^^sq sMXaiis'iq. Literally 
men of cautious and circumspect lives, 
who lived in a prudent manner. The 
term is applied to men who were cautious 
about offendnig God ; who v/ere care- 
ful to observe his commandments. It 
hence is a general expression to denote 
pious or religious men. x-Vcts viii. 2, "And 
devout men carried Stephen to his burial." 
Luke ii. 25, " And the same man (Simeon) 
was just, and devout." The word devout 
means, " yielding a solemn and reveren- 
tial attention to God in religious exer- 
cises, particularly in piayer, pious, sin- 
cere, solemn" (Webster), and very well 
expresses the force of the original. IT Out 
of every nation under heaven. A general 
expression meaning from all parts of the 
earth. The countries from which they 
came are more particularly specified in 
ver. 9 — 11. The Jew-s at that time were 
scattered into almost all nations, and in all 
places had synagogues. See Note, John 
vii. 35. Still they would naturally desire 
to be present as often as possible at the 
great feasts of the nation in Jerusalem. 
Many would seek a residence there for 
the convenience of being present at the 
religious solemnities. Many who came 
up to the feast of the Passover would re- 
main to the feast of the Pentecost. And 
the consequence was, that on such occa- 
•sions, the city would be full of strangers. 
We are told, that when Titus besieged 
Jerusalem at about the feast of the Pass- 
over, there were no less than three mil- 
lions of people in the city, and this great 
multitude greatly deepened tiie calami- 
ties arising from the siege. Josephus also 
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and were confounded, ^ becauBe that 
every man heard them speak in his 
own language. 

7 And they were all amazed, and 
marvelled, saying one to anoth«rj 

2 or, troubled in mifidL 



mentions an instance where great multi- 
tudes of Jews ffom other nations were 
present at the feast of Pentecost. Jewish 
War, b. ii. ch. iii. § L 

6. Wlien this ivas noised abroad. When 
the rumour of this remarkable transaction 
was spread, as it naturally would be 
without delay. ^ Weie confounded, crvvs- 
%v&ii. W'ere violently moved and agi 
tated ; were amazed, and astonished al 
the remarkable occurrence. TT Every man 
heard them spcali., &.c. Though the mul- 
titude spoke different tongues, yet they 
now heard Galileans use the language 
which they had learned in foreign na- 
tions. *ir His own language. His own 
dialect^ SiaKsyiTw. His own idiom., whetlrer 
it was a foreign language, or vvhelher it 
was a modification of the Hebrew. The 
word may mean either ; but it is probable 
that the foreign Jews would greatly mo- 
dify the Hebrew, or conform almost en- 
tirely to the language spoken in the coun- 
try where they lived. — We may remark 
here, that this efiect on the first descent 
of the Holy Ghost was not peculiar to that 
time. A work of grace on the hearts of 
men in a revival of religion will always 
be noised abroad. A multitude will come 
together, and God often, as he did here, 
makes use of this motive to biing then, 
under the influence of religion. Curiositi' 
w^as the motive here, and it was the occa- 
sion of their being brought under the ir 
fluence of the truth, and of the conver- 
sion. In thousands of cases, this has og- 
curred since. The effect of what the* 
saw was to confound them. They made 
no complain tat first of the irregularity oi 
what was done, but were all amazed and 
overwhelmed. So the effect of a revival 
of religion is often to convince the multi- 
tude that it is indeed a work of the Holy 
One ; to amaze them by the display of bis 
power; and to silence opposition and 
cavil by the manifest presence and the 
power of God. A few afterwards began 
to cavil (ver. 13), as some will always do 
in a revival; but the mass were con- 
vinced, as will be the case always, that 
this was a mighty display of the power of 
God. 

7. Galileans ? Inhabitants of Galilee. 
It was remarkable that they should speak 
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Behold, are not all these which 
speak, Galileans ]« 

8 And how hear we every man in 

©c.l.U. 



in this manner, because, (1 «) They v/ere 
proverbially ignorant, rude, and uncivil- 
ized. John i. 46. Hence the term Galilean 
was used as an expression of the deepest 
reproach and contempt. Mark xiv. 70. 
John vii. 62. (2.) Their dialect was pro- 
verbially barbarous and corrupt. Mark 
xiv. 70. Matt. xxvi. 73. They were re- 
garded as an outlandish people, unac- 
quainted with other nations and lan- 
guages, and hence the amazement that 
they could address them in the refined lan- 
guage of other people. Their native ig- 
norance was the occasion of making the 
miracle more strildng. The native weak- 
ness and inability of Christian ministers 
makes the grace and glory of God more 
remarkable in the success of the gospel. 
•* We have this treasure in earthen ves- 
sels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us." 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
The success which God often grants to 
those who are of slender endowments 
and of little learning, though blessed with 
a humble and pious heart, is oflen amaz- 
ing to the men of the world. God has 
chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise. 1 Cor. i. 27. This 
should teach us that no talent or attain- 
ment is too humble to be employed for 
mighty purposes, in its proper sphere, in 
the kingdom of Christ, and that pious ef- 
fort may accomplish much, may awe and 
amaze the world, and then burn in hea- 
ven with increasing lustre for ever ; while 
pride, and learning, and talent may blaze 
uselessly among men, or kindle up the 
worst passions of our nature, and then be 
extinguished m eternal night. 

8. Wherein we were horn ? That is, as 
we say, m our native language; that 
which is spoken where w^e were born. 

9. Partkians, &c. To show the surpri- 
sing extent and power of this miracle, 
Luke enumerates the different nations 
that were represented then at Jerusalem, 
in this way the number of languages 
which the apostles spoke, and the extent 
of the miracle, can be ascertained. The 
enumeration of these nations begins at 
the east, and proceeds to the west. Par- 
thians mean those Jews, or proselytes, 
who dwelt in Parihia. This country was 
a part of Persia, and was situated be- 
tween the Persian gulf and the Tigris 
on the west, and the river Indus on the 
*ast. To the south it was bounded by 

c3 



our own tongue, wherein W6 were 
born ] 

9 Parthians, and Medes, and 



the desert of Caramania, and it had Me» 
dia on the north. Their empire lasted 
about four hundred year^, and they were 
much distinguished for their manner of 
fighting. They usually fought on horse« 
back, and when appearing to retreat, dis- 
charged their arrows with great execution 
behind them. They were a part of the 
vast Scythian horde of Asia, and cjisputed 
the empire of the east with the Romans. 
The language spoken there was that of 
Persia, and in ancient writers, Parthia 
and Persia often mean the same country. 
IF Medes. Inhabitants of Media. This 
coimtry was situated north of Parthia, 
and south of the Caspian sea. It was 
about the size of Spain, and was one 
of the richest parts of Asia. In the Scrii> 
tures it is called Madai. Gen. x. 2. The 
Medes are often mentioned, frequently in 
connexion with the Persians, with whom 
they were often connected under the 
same government. 2 Kings xvii. 6 ; xviii. 
11. Esther!. 19. Jer. xxv. 25. Dan. v. 28. 
VI. 8; ix. 1. Esther i. 3. 14. 18. Dan. viii. 
20. The language spoken here was also 
that of Persia. In this whole region many 
Jews remained after the Babylonish cap 
tivity, who chose not to return with their 
brethren to the land of their fathers. 
From the descendants of these probably 
were those who were now" assembled 
from those places at Jerusalem. TT Elam- 
lies. Elam is often mentioned in the Old 
Testament. The nation was descended 
from Elam, the son of Shem. Gen, x. 22 
It is mentioned as being in alliance with 
Amraphel, the king of Shinar, and Arioch, 
king of Ellasar, and Tidal, king of nations, 
Gen. xiv. 1. Of these nations in alliance. 
Cliedorlaomer, king of Elam, was the 
chief ver. 4. See also Ezra ii. 7 ; viii. 7- 
Neh. vii. 12. 34. Isa. xi. 11 ; xxi. 2; xxii. 
6, &c. They are mentioned as a part of 
the Persian empire, and Daniel is said 
to have resided at Shushan, vMch is in 
the province of Elam. Dan. viii. 2. The 
Greeks and Romans gave to this country 
the name of Elymais. It is now called 
Kusistan. It was bounded by Persia on 
the east; by Media on the north ; by Ba- 
bylonia on the west ; and by the Persian 
gulf on the south. The Elamites w^ere 
a v^^arlike people, and celebrated for the 
use of the bow. Isa. xxii. 6. Jer, xlix. 35. 
The language of tliis people was of course 
the Persian. Its capital Shusaui coJo^ 
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Elamites, and the dwellers in Meso- 
potamia j and in Judea, and Cappa- 



by the Greeks Susa^ was much celebrat- 
ed. It is said to have been fifteen miles 
m circumference ; and was adorned with 
the Celebrated palace of Ahasuerus. The 
inhabitants still pretend to show there the 
tomb of the prophet Daniel. IF Mesojjota- 
mia. This name, which is Greek, signi- 
fies between the rivers ; that is, the region 
lying between the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris. In Hebrew it was called Aram- 
Naharaim ; that is, Aram» or Syria of the 
two rivers. It was also called Padan 
Aram, the plain of Syria. In this region 
were situated some important places 
mentioned in the Bible; — Urofthe Chal- 
iees, the birth-place of Abraham (Gen. 
xi. 27, 28); liaran, where Terah stopped 
on his journey and died (Gen. xi. 31. 32); 
Carchemish (2Ghron.xxxv.20);Hena (2 
JSings xix. 13) ; Sepharvalm {2 Kings 
xvii. 24). This region, known as Meso- 
potamia, extended between the two rivers 
from their sources to Babylon on the 
south. It had on the north Armenia, on 
the west Syria, on the east Persia, and on 
the south Babylonia. It was an extensive, 
level, and fertile country. The language 
spoken here was probably the Syriac, 
with perhaps a mixture of the Chaldee. 
f In Judea. This expression has greatly 
perplexed commentators. It has been 
thought difficult to see why Judea should 
be mentioned, as if it were a matter of 
surprise that they could speak m this lan- 
guage. Some have supposed an error in 
the manuscripts, and have proposed to 
read Armenia, or India, or Lydia, or Idu- 
mea, &c. But all this has been without 
any authority. Others have supposed that 
the language of Galilee was so different 
from that of the other parts of Judea, as to 
render it remarkable that they could 
speak that dialect. But this is an idle 
supposition. This is one of the many in- 
stances in which commentators have per- 
plexed themselves to very little purpose. 
Luke recorded this as any other historian 
would have done. In running over the 
languages which they spoke, he enume- 
rated this as a matter of course, not that it 
was remarkable simply that they should 
speak the language of Judea, but that they 
should speak so many, meaning about the 
same by it as if he had said they spoke 
every language in the world. Just as if a 
Bimilar miracle were to o(5cur at this 
time among an assembly of native Eng- 
lishmen and foreigners. In describing it, 
nothing would be more natural than to 
say, they spoke French, and German, and 



docia, in Pontus, and Aiila, 

10 Phrygia, and Famphylia, in 



Spanish, and English, and ItaiJan, &c. In 
this there would be nothing remarka- 
ble, except that they spoke so many lan- 
guages. IT Cappadocia. This was a region 
of Asia Minor, and was bounded on the 
east by Armenia, on the north by Pontjia 
and the Euxine sea, west by Lycaonia, 
and south by Cilicia. The language 
which was spoken here is not certainly 
known. It was probably, however, a 
mixed dialect made up of Greek and Sy 
riac, perhaps the same as their neign 
hours, the Lycaonians. Actsxiv.ll. This 
place was formerly celebrated for ini 
quity, and is mentioned in Greek writers 
as one of the three eminently wicked 
places, whose name began with C. The 
others were Crc/e (Comp. Titus i. 12), and 
Cilicia, After its conversion to the Chris- 
tian religion, however, it produced many 
eminentmen, among whom were Gregory 
Nyssen, and Basil the Great. It was one 
of the places to wdiich Peter directed an 
epistle. 1 Pet. i. 1. "ir In Pontus. This 
was another province of Asia Minor, and 
was situated north of Cappadocia, and 
was bounded west by Paphlagonia. Pon- 
tus and Cappa-docia under the Romans 
constituted one province. This was one 
of the places to which the apostle Peter 
directed his epistle. 1 Pet. i. 1. This 
was the birth-place of Aquila, one of the 
companions of Paul. Acts xviii. 2. 18. 26. 
Rom. xvi. 3. 1 Cor. xvi. 19. 2 Tim. iv. 19. 
IF And Asia. Pontus, and Cappadocia, 
&c. were parts of Asia. But the word 
Asia is doubtless used here to denote the 
regions or provinces west of these, which 
are not particularly enumerated. Thufe 
it is used Acts vi. 9 ; xvi. 6 ; xx. 16. The 
capital of this region was Ephesus. See 
also 1 Pet. i. 1. This region was fr^s- 
quently called Ionia, and was afterwards 
the seat of the seven churches in Asia. 
Rev. i. 4. 

10. Phrygia and Parnphylia. These 
were also two provinces of Asia Minor. 
Phrygia was surrounded by Galatia, Cap- 
padocia, and Pisidia. Pamphylia was on 
the Mediterranean, and was bounded 
north by Pisidia. The language of all 
these places was doubtless the Greek, 
more or less pure, "f In Egypt. This 
was that extensive country, well known, 
on the south of the Mediterranean, wa* 
tered by the Nile. It extends 600 miles 
fi-om north to south, and f^om 100 to 120 
east and west. The language used there 
was the Coptic. At prr.sent the Arabi 
is spoken. Vast number? of Jews dwelt 
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Egypt, and in the parts of Libya 
about Cyrene, and strangers of 
Rome, Jews and proselytes, 



m Egypt ; and many from that country 
would be present at the great feasts at 
Jerusalem. In this countiy the first trans- 
ation of the Old Testament was made, 
which is now called the Seftuagint. 
IT In the parts of Libya, Libya is a gene- 
ral name for Africa. It properly denoted 
the region which was near to Egypt; but 
the Greeks gave the name to ail Africa. 
IT About Cyrene. This was a region about 
500 miles west of Alexandria in Egypt. 
It was also called Pentapolis, because 
there were in it five celebrated cities. 
This country now belongs to Tripoli. 
Great numbers of Jews resided here. A 
Jew of this place, Simon by name, was 
compelled to bear our Saviour's cross 
after him to the place of crucifixion. 
Matt, xxvii. 32. Luke xxiii. 26. Some of 
the Cyrenians are mentioned among the 
earliest Christians. Acts xi. 20; xiii. 1. 
The language which they spoke is not 
certainly known. 11 Strangers of Rome. 
Tills literally means "Romans dwelling, or 
tarrying," i. e. at Jerusalem, It may mean 
either that they were permanently fixed, 
or only tarrying at Jerusalem, ol e7ri^}j. 
f^ovvTsg Pw^wmTo*. They were doubtless 
Jews who had taken up their residence in 
^fealy, and had come to Jerusalem to at- 
tend the great feasts. The language 
which they spoke was the Latin. Great 
numbers of Jews were at that time dwell- 
ing at Rome. Josephus says that there 
were eight synagogues there. The Jews 
are often mentioned by the Roman wri- 
ters. There was a Jewish colony across 
the Tiber from Rome. When Judea was 
conquered, about sixty years before Christ, 
vast numbers of Jews were taken cap- 
tive and carried to Rome. But they had 
much difficulty in managing them as 
slaves. They pertinaciously adhered to 
their religion, observed the Sabbath, and 
refused to join in the idolatrous rites of 
the Romans. Hence they were freed, 
and lived by themselves across the Tiber. 
f Jews. Native born Jews, or descend- 
ants of Jewish families. IF Proselytes. 
Those who had been converted to the 
Jewish religion from among the Gentiles, 
The great zeal of the Jews to make pro- 
selj'-tes is mentioned by our Saviour as 
one of the peculiar characteristics of the 
Pharisees. Matt, xxiii. 15, Some have 
supposed that the expression Jews and 
pioselylfs refers to the Romans only. 



11 Cretes and Arabians, we do 
hear them speak in our tongues « 
the wonderful works of God. 



a lCor.12.10^8. 



But it is more probable that reference is 
made to all those that are mentioned, it 
has the appearance of a hurried enum© 
ration; and the writer evidently men- 
tioned them as they occurred to his mind, 
just as we would in giving a rapid ac» 
count of so many different nations. 

11. Cretes. Crete, now called Candia, 
is an island in the Mediterranean, about 
200 miles in length and 50 in breadth, 
about 500 miles southwest of Constanti- 
nople, and about the same distance west 
of Syria or Palestine. The climate is 
mild and delightful, the sky unclouded 
and serene. By some this island is sua 
posed to be the Caphtor of the Hebrews, 
Gen. X. 14. It is mentioned in the Acts 
as the place touched at by Paul. Acts 
xxvii. 7, 8. 13. This was the residence 
of Titus, who was left there by Paul to 
set in order the things that were wanting, 
&c. Titus i. 5. The Cretans among the 
Greeks were famous for deceit and false- 
hood. Titus i. 12, 13. The language 
spoken there was probably the Greek. 
% Arabians. Arabia is the great penin- 
sula which is bounded north by part of 
Syria, east by the Euphrates and the Per- 
sian gulf, south by the Indian ocean, and 
west by the Red sea. It is often men- 
tioned in the Scriptures ; and there were 
doubtless there many Jews. The lan- 
guage spoken there was the Arabic. IT In 
our tongues. The languages spoken by 
the apostles could not have been less 
than seven or eight, besides different dia- 
lects of the same languages. It is not 
certain that the Jews present from foreign 
nations spoke those languages perfectly ; 
but they had doubtless so used them as to 
make them the common tongue in which 
they conversed. No miracle could be 
more decided than this. There was no 
way in which the apostles could impose 
on them, and make them suppose they 
spoke foreigri languages, if they really 
did not; for these foreigners were abun- 
dantly able to determine that. It may be 
remarked that this miracle had most im- 
portant eflfects besides that witnessed on 
the day of Pentecost. The gospel would 
be carried by those who were converted 
to all these places; and the way would 
be prepared for the labours of the apos- 
tles there. Accordingly, most of these 
places became afterwards celebrated bv 
the establishment of Christian churchft'i 
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12 And they were all amazed, 
and were in doubt, saying one to 
another, What <* meaneth this ] 



and the conversion of great multitudes to 
the Christian faith. % The wonderful 
works of God. t« /^syuxsia TOW &sou. The 
great things of Cod ; that is, the great 
things that God had done in the gift of 
his Son ; in his raising him from the dead ; 
in his miracles, ascension, &c. Comp. 
Luke i. 49. Ps. Ixxi. 19 ; xxvi. 7 ; Ixvi. 3 ; 
xcii. 5; civ. 24, &c. 

12. Were in doubt. This expression, 
Sh^tt'o^ovv, denotes a state of hesitancy or 
anxiety oJoovit an event. It is applied to 
those who are travelling, and are ignorant 
of the way, or who hesitate about the 
road. They were all astonished at this ; 
they did not know how to understand it 
or explam it, until some of them supposed 
It was merely the effect of new wine. 

13. Others mocking, said. The word 
rendered "mocking" means to cavil, to 
deride. It occurs in the New Testament 
but in one other place. Acts xvii. 32. 
"And when they heard of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, some mocked." This 
was an effect that was not confined to 
the day of Pentecost. There has been 
.seldom a revival of religion, a remarkable 
manifestation of the power of the Holy 
Spirit, that has not given occasion for pro- 
fane mockery and merriment. One cha- 
racteristic of wicked men is to deride 
those things which are done to promote 
their own welfare. Hence the Saviour 
nimselfwas mocked; and the efforts of 
Christians to save others have been the 
subject of derision. Derision, and mock- 
ery, and a jeer, have been far more ef- 
ftctual in deterring men from becoming 
Christians than any attempts at sober 
argument. God will treat men as they 
treat him. Ps. xviii. 26. And hence he 
8ays to the wicked, "Because I have 
called and ye refused .... but ye have 
set at nought my counsel, I also will 
laugh at your calamity, I will mock w^hen 
your fear cometh." Prov. i. 24 — 26 
IT These men are full of new wine. These 
men are drunk. In such times men will 
have some way of accounting for the 
effects of the gospel ; and the way is 
commonly about as wise and rational as 
this. "To escape the absurdity of ac- 
knowledging their own ignorance, they 
adopted the theory that strong drink can 
[each languages." -^T>r. McLeiland. In 
modern times it has been usual to deno- 
minate such scenes fanaticism, or wild- 



13 Others, mocking, said, These 
men are full of new wine. 

14 But Peter, standing up with 



fire, or enthusiasm. When men fail m 
argument, it is common to attempt to con 
fute a doctrine or bring reproach upon a 
transaction by "giving it an ill name." 
Hence 'the names Puritan, Quaker, Me- 
thodist, &c. were at first given in deri- 
sion, to account for some remarkable ef- 
fect of religion on the v/orld. Comp. 
Matt. xi. 19. John vii. 20 , viii. 48. And 
thus men endeavour to trace revivals to 
ungoverned and heated passions ; and 
they are regarcfed by many as the mere 
oflfepring of fanaticism. The friends of 
revivals should not be discouraged by 
this ; but should remember that the very 
first revival of religion was by many sup- 
posed to be the effect of a drunken J relic. 
IF Neio wine. yTCivxov?. This word pro^ 
perly means the juice of the grape which 
distils before a pressure is applied, and 
called must. It was sioeet wine ; and 
hence the word in Greek meaning suvet 
was given to it. The ancients, it is saldj 
had the art of preserving their new wino 
with the peculiar flavour before fermen- 
tation for a considerable time, and were 
in the habit of drinking it in the morning. 
See Horace, Sat. b. ii. iv. Sweet wine, 
which was probably the same as thai 
mentioned here, is also mentioned in the 
Old Testament. Isa. xlix. 26. Amos ix. 13. 
14. But Peter. This was in accordance 
with the natural temperament of Peter. 
He was bold, forward, ardent; and he 
rose now to defend the apostles of Jesiis 
Christ, and Christ himself, from an inju- 
rious charge. Not daunted by ridicule 
or opposition, he felt that now was the 
time for preaching the gospel to the 
crowd that had been assembled by curi 
osity. No ridicule should deter Chris- 
tians from an honest avowal of their opi- 
nions, and a defence of the operations of 
the Holy Spirit. % With the eleven. Mat- 
thias was now one of the apostles, and 
now appeared as one of the witnesses for 
the truth. They probably all arose, and 
took part in the discourse. Possibly Peter 
began to discourse, and either all spoke 
together in different languages, or one 
succeeded another. IF Ye men of Judea. 
Men who are Jews; that is, Jews by 
birth. The original does not mean that 
they were permanent dwellers mi Judea, 
but that they were Jews, of Jewish fa- 
mihes. Literally, " men, Jews." "^ And 
all ye that dwelt, &c. All others besides 
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the eleven, lifted up his voice, and 
said unto them, Ye men of Judea, 
and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, 
be this k.nQwn unto you, and hear- 
ken to my words : 



fiiative-born Jews, whether proselytes or 
strangers, who were abiding at Jerusa- 
lem. This comprised, of course, the whole 
assembly, and was a respectful and con- 
ciliatory introduction to his discourse. 
'Fnough they had mocked them, yet he 
treated them with respect, and did not 
render railing for railing (1 Pet. iii. 9), but 
sought to convince them of their error. 
IF Be this known, &c. Peter did not inti- 
mate that this was a doubtful matter, or 
one that could not be explained. His ad- 
dress was respectful, yet firm. He pro- 
ceeded calmly to show them their error. 
When the enemies of religion deride us 
or the gospel, we should answer them 
kindly and respectfully, yet firmly. We 
should reason with them coolly, and con- 
vince them of their error. Prov. XV. 1. In 
this case Peter acted on the principle 
which he afterwards enjoined on all. 1 
Pet. iii. ]5, ''Be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear." The design of Pe- 
ter was to vindicate the conduct of the 
apostles from the reproach of intoxication, 
to show that this could be no other than 
the vv^ork of God ; and to make an appli- 
cation of the truth to his hearers. This 
he did, (1.) By showing that this could not 
be reasonably supposed to be the effect 
of new wine, ver. 15. (2.) That it had 
been expressly predicted in the writings 
of (he Jewish prophets, ver. 16 — 21. (3.) 
By a calm argument, proving the resur- 
rection and ascension of Christ, and show- 
ing that this also was in accordance with 
the Jewish Scriptures, ver. 22 — 35. We 
are not to suppose that this was the whole 
of Peter's discourse, but that these were 
the topics on which he insisted, and the 
main points of his argument. 

1 5. For these are not drunken, &c. The 
word f^ese here includes Peter himself, 
as well as the others. The charge doubt- 
less extended to all. "fr The third hour of 
the day. The Jews divided their day into 
iiasZye' equal parts, reckoning from sun- 
rise to sunset. Of course the hours were 
longer in the summer than in the winter. 
The third hour would answer to our nine 
o'clock in the morning.. The reasons why 
it was so improbable that they should be 
drunk at that time were the following. 



15 For these are not drunkui , as 
ye suppose, seeing « it is but the 
third hour of the day. 

16 But this is that which \*as * 
spoken by the prophet Joel : 

a 1 Th.5.7. b Joel 2.2R,32. 



(1.) It was the hour of morning worship, 
or sacrifice. It was highly improbable, 
that at that early hour they would be iiir 
toxicated. (2.) It was not usual for even 
drunkards to become drunk in the day 
time. 1 Thess. v. 7. '* Tliey that be drunk- 
en, are drunken in the night." (3.) The 
charge was, that they had become drunk 
with wine. Ardent spirits, or alcohol, 
that curse of our times, was unknown. 
It was very improbable that so much of 
the weak wine commonly used in Judea, 
should have been taken at that early hour 
as to produce intoxication. (4.) It was 
a regular practice with the Jews, not to 
eat or drink any thing until after the third 
hour of the day, especially on the Sab- 
bath, and on all festival occasions. Some- 
times this abstinence was maintained un- 
til noon. So universal was this custom, 
that the apostle could appeal to it with 
confidence, as a full refutation of tlie 
charge of drunkenness at that hour. Even 
the intemperate were not accustomed to 
drink before that hour. The following 
testimonies on this subject from Jewish 
writers, are from Lightfoot. " This was 
the custom of pious people in ancient 
limes, that each one should offer liis 
morning prayers with additions in the sy- 
nagogue, ani then return home and talte 
refreshment." Maimonides, Shabb. ch. 30. 
" They remained in the synagogue until 
the sixth hour and a half, and then each 
one offered the prayer of the Minchaj be- 
fore he returned home, and then he ate.' 
" The fourth is the hour of repast, when 
all eat." One of the Jewish writers says, 
that the difference between thieves and 
honest men might be known by the fact 
that the former might be seen in the 
morning at the fourth hour, eating and 
sleeping, and holding a cup in his hand. 
But for those who made pretensions to re- 
ligion, as the apostles did, such a tiling 
was altogether improbable. 

16. This is that. This is the fulfilment 
of that, or this was predicted. This was 
the second part of Peter's argument, to 
show that this was in accordance with 
the predictions in their own Scriptures. 
11 By the prophet Joel. Joel ii. 28 — 32. 
This is not quoted literally, either f!*ora 
the Hebrew or the Septuagint The sui> 
stance however is preserved. 
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17 And it shall come to pass in 
the last days, (saith God,) I will 

17, It shall come to pass. It shall hap- 
pen, lOr shall occur, f In the last days. 
Heb. Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic, after 
these things, or afterwards. The expres- 
Bion the last days, however, occurs fre- 
quently in the Old Testament. Gen. xlix. 
1. Jacob called his sons, that he might 
tell them what should happen to them m 
ihe last days, i. e. in future times. Heb. in 
after times. Micah iv. 1. "Jn the last days 
(Heb. in after times) the mountain of the 
Lord's house," &c. Isa, ii. 2, " In the last 
days the mountain of the Lord's house 
shall be established in the tops of the 
mountains," &c. The expression then 
properly denoted the future times in gene- 
ral. But, as the coming of the Messiah was 
to the eye of a Jew the most important 
event in the coming ages, the great, glo- 
rious, and crowning scene in all that vast 
futurity, the phrase came to be regarded 
as properly expressive of that. And they 
spoke of future times, and of the last 
times, as the glad period which should 
be crowned and honoured with the pre- 
sence and triumphs of the Messiah. It 
stood in opposition to the usual denomi- 
nation of earlier times. It was a phrase 
in contrast with the days of the patriarch, 
the kings, the prophets, &c. The last 
days, or the closing period of the world, 
were the days of the Messiah. It doesnot 
appear from this, and it certainly is not 
implied in the expression, that they sup- 
posed the world would then come to an 
end. Their views were just the contrary. 
They anticipated a long and glorious 
time, under the dominion of the Messiah, 
and to this expectation they were led by 
the promise that his kingdom should be 
for ever ; that of the increase ofhis govern- 
ment there should be no end, &c. This 
expression was understood by the writers 
of the New Testament as referring un- 
doubtedly to the times of the gospel. And 
hence they often used it as denoting 
that the time of the expected Messiah 
had come, but not to imply that the world 
was drawing near to an end. Heb. i. 2, 
" God hath spoken in tliese last days by 
his Son. ' 1 Pet. i. 20, "Was manifested 
m these last times for you." 2 Pet iii. 3. 
1 Pet. i 5. 1 John ii. 18. *< Little children 
It is the last time," &c. Jude 18. The ex- 
pression the last day., is applied by our Sa- 
viour to the resurrection and the day of 
judgment. John vi. 39, 40. 44, 45; xi.24 ; 
ii. 48. Here the expression means simply 

those future times, when tJie Messiah 



pour out 



[A, D. 33 

of my Spirit upon al. 

a 18.44.3. Eze.36.27 



shall have come. "JF I will pour out of my 
Spirit. The expression in Hebrew is, " 1 
will pour out my Spirit." The word 
pour is commonly applied to water, or to 
blood, to pour it out, or to shed it, ha. 
Ivii. 6 ; to tears, to pour them out, i. e. to 
weep, &c. Ps. xlii. 4. 1 Sam. i. 15, It ia 
applied to w^ater, to wine, or to blood, m 
the New Testament. Matt. ix. 17. Rev. 
xvi. 1. Acts xxii. 20. "The blood of thy 
martyr Stephen was shed." It conveyis 
also the idea of communicating largely , or 
freely, as water is poured free.'y fron^ la 
fountain, Titus iii. 5, 6, " The renewing 
of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us 
abundantly." Thus Job xxxvi. 27, " They 
(the clouds) pour down rain according to 
the vapour thereof." Isa. xliv. 3, "I will 
pour water on him that is thirsty." xlv. 8, 
"Let the skies pour down righteousness." 
Mai. iii. 10, " I will pour you out a bless 
ing." It is also applied to fury and 
anger, when God intends to say that lie 
will not spare, but will signally punish. 
Ps. Ixix. 24 _ Jer. x. 25. It is not unfre 
quently applied to the Spirit. Prov.i. 23. Isa. 
xliv. 3. Zach. xii. 10. And then it means 
that he will bestow large measures of spi- 
ritual influences. As the Spirit renews 
and sanctifies men, so to pour out the Spi- 
rit is to grant freely his influences to re- 
new and sanctify the soul. ^ My Spirit. 
The Spirit here denotes the third persor 
of the Trinity, promised by the Saviour, 
and sent to finish his work, and apply it to 
men. The Holy Spirit is regarded as the 
source, or conveyer of all the blessings 
which Christians experience. Hence he 
renews the heart. John iii. 5, 6. He is the 
source of all proper feelings and princi- 
ples in Christians, or he produces the 
Christian graces. Gal. y. 22 — 25. Titus iii. 
5—7. The spread and success of the gos- 
pel is attributed to him. Isa. xxxii, 15, 10. 
Miraculous gifts are traced to him ; espe- 
cially the various gifts with which the 
early Christians were endowed. 1 Cor. 
xii. 4— 10. The promise that he W'oulrJ 
pour out his Spirit, means that he would 
in the time of the Messiah, impart a laige 
measure of those influences, which it was 
his peculiar province to communicate to 
men. A part of them were communi- 
cated on the day of Pentecost, in the mi- 
raculous endowment of the powder of 
speaking foreign languages, in the wis- 
dom of the apostles, and m the conver- 
sion of the three thousand. IT Upon all 
flesh. The word ,j^es/i here means per^?ts, 
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Hesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your 



or men. See Note, Rom. i. 3. The word all 
here does Uyt mean every individual, but 
every class or raiik of men. It is to be li- 
mited to the cases specified immediately. 
The influences were not to be confined to 
any class, but to he communicated to all 
kinds of persons, old men, youth, servants, 
&c. Comp. 1 Tim. ii. 1 — 4. IT And your 
sons and your daughters. Your children. It 
would seem, however, that females shared 
ill the remarkable influences of the Holy 
Spirit. Philip, the Evangelist, had four 
daughters which did prophesy. Acts xxi. 
9. It is probable also that the females of 
the church of Corinth partook of this gift, 
though they were forbidden to exercise it 
m public. 1 Cor. xiv, 34. The office of 
prophesying, whatever was meant by that, 
was not confined to the men among the 
Jews. Ex. XV. 20, "Miriam, the pro- 
phetess, took a timbrel," &c. Judg. iv. 4, 
" Deborah, a prophetess, judged Israel." 
2 Kings xxii. 14. See also Luke ii. 36, 
'There was one Anna, a prophjetess," 
(fee. IT Shall prophesy. The word pro- 
phesy is used in a great variety of senses. 
(1.) it means to predict, or foretel future 
events. Matt. xi. 13 ; xv. 7. (2.) To divine, 
to conjecture, to declare as a prophet 
might. Matt, xxvi. 68, "Prophesy who 
smote thee." (3.) To celebrate the praises 
of God, being under a divine influence. 
Luke i. 67. This seems to have been a 
considerable part of the employment in 
the imcient schools of the prophets. 1 Sam. 
x. 6; xix. 20 ; xxx. 15. (4.) To teach — as no 
small part of the office of the prophets was 
to teach the doctrines (s£ religion. Matt, 
vii. 22, " Have we not prophesied in thy 
name ?" (5.) It denotes then, in general, 
to speak under a divine influence, whether 
in foretelling future events ; in celebrat- 
ing the praises of God; in instructing 
others in the duties of religion, or in 
speaking foreign languages under that in- 
fluence. In this last sense, the word is 
used in the New Testament, to denote 
those who werei miraculously endowed 
with the power of speaking foreign lan- 
guages. Acts xix, 6. The word is also 
used to denote teaching, or spealdng in in- 
telligible language, in opposition to speak- 
ing a foreign tongue. 1 Cor. xiv. \— 
5. In this place it means that they should 
Bpeak under a divine influence, and is spe- 
cially applied to the power of speaking in 
a foreim t&iigue. ^^Your young men shall 
see i)^*^^A The will of God in former 
tiiE-*^ was communicated to the prophets 



young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams; 

in various ways. One was by visions, and 
hence one of the most usual names of the 
prophets was seers. The name seer was 
first given to that class of men, and was 
superseded by the n'ome prophet. 1 Sam. 
ix. 9, " He that is now called a prophei 
was before time called a Seer.'' ix. 11. 18 
19. 2 Sam. xxi v. 11; xxix. 29 &c. This 
name was given from the manner m 
which the divine will was communi- 
cated, which seems to have been by 
throwing the prophet into an ecstacy, and 
then by causing the vision, or the appear- 
ance of the objects or events to pass before 
the mind. The prophet looked upon the 
pa.ssing scene, the often splendid diorama 
as it actually occurred, and recorded it as 
it appeared to his mind. Hence he re- 
corded rather the succession of images 
than the times iii which they would oc- 
cur. These visions occurred sometimes 
when they were asleep, and sometimes 
during a prophetic ecstacy. Dan. ii. 28 , 
vii. 1, 2. 15 ; viii. 2. Ezek. xi. 24. Gen. xv. 

1. Num. xii. 6. Job iv. 13 ; vii. 14. Ezek. i. 
1 ; viii. 3. Often the prophet seemed to 
be transferred, or translated to anothei 
place from where he was ; and the scene 
in a distant land or age passed before the 
mind. Ezek. viii. 3 ; xl. 2 ; xi. 24, Dan. viii. 

2. In this case the distant scene or time 
passed before the prophet, and he record- 
ed it as it appeared to him. That this did 
not cease before the times of the gospel is 
evident. Acts ix. 10, " To Ananias said 
the Lord in a vision,^^ &c 12, " And hath 
seen (i. e. Paul) in a vision, a. man named 
Ananias," &c. i. e. Paul hath seen Ana- 
nias represented to him, though absent ; 
he has had an image of him coming in to 
him. Acts X. 3, Cornelius " saw in a vi. 
sion evidently an angel of God coming to 
him," &c. This was one of the modes by 
which in former times God made knovvu 
his -vvill; and the language of the Jews 
came to express a revelation in this man- 
ner. Though there were strictly no ?;/•. 
sions on the day of Pentecost, yet that was 
one scene under the great economy of the 
Messiah, under which God would make 
known his will in a manner as clear as he 
did to the ancient Jews. IT Your old men 
shall dream dreams. The will of God in 
former times was made known often in 
this manner; and there ate several in- 
stances recorded in whiclr. it was done 
under the gospel. God informed Abime- 
lech in a dream, that Sarah was the wife 
of Abraham. Gen. xx. 3. He spoka to 
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18 And on my servants and on 
my handmaidens I will pour out, in 
those days, of my Spirit ; and * they 
shall prophesy : 



TIIJK ACTS. [A. D. 33 

19 And I will show wonders in 
heaven above, and signs in the 
earth beneath ; blood, and fire, and 
vapour of smoke : 



a c.21.4,9,10. lCop.12-10 



Jacob in a dream, Gen. xxxi. 11 ; to La- 
ban, xxxi. 24 ; to Joseph, xxxvii. 6 ; to the 
butler and baker, xl, 5 ; to Pharaoh, xli. 1 
— 7 ; to Solomon, 1 Kings iii. 5 ; to Daniel, 
Dan. ii. 3; vii. 1. It was prophesied by 
Moses that in this way God would make 
known his will. Num. xii. 6. It occurred 
even in the times of the gospel. Matt. i. 
20. Joseph w^as warned in a dream, ii. 
12, 13. 19. 22. Pilate's wife was also trou- 
bled in this maimer about the conduct of 
the Jews to Christ. Matt, xxvii. 19. . 
this was one way in which the will of 
G 'd was made known formerly to men, 
so the expression here denotes simply that 
his will should be made known ; that it 
should be one characteristic of the times 
of the gospel that God would reveal him- 
self to man. The ancients probably had 
some mode of determining whether their 
dreams were divine communications, or 
whether they were, as they are now, the 
mere erratic wanderings of the mind 
when unrestrained and unchecked by 
the will. At present no confidence is to 
be put in dreams. 

18, And on my servants. The Hebrew 
in Joel is " upon the servants." The Sep- 
tuagint and the Latin Vulgate, however, 
render it " on my servants." In Joel, the 
prophet would seem to be enumerating 
the different conditions and ranks of soci- 
ety. Tlie influences of the Spirit would 
be confined to no class ; they would de- 
scend on old and young, and even on ser- 
vants and handmaids. So the Chaldee 
Paraphrase understood it. Bat the Sep- 
tuagint and Peter evidently understood 
it in the sense of servants of God ; as the 
worshippers of God are often called ser- 
vants in the Scriptures. See Rom. i. 1. 
It is possible, however, that the Hebrew 
intended to refer to the servants of 
God. It is not " upon your servants," &;c. 
as in the former expression, " your sons," 
&c. ; fMt the form is changed, " upon ser- 
vants tod handmaids." The language, 
therefcie, will admit the construction of 
Ike Septuagint and of Peter ; and it was 
this variation in the Hebrew which sug- 
gested, doubtless, the mention of "my 
servants," &c. instead of your servants. 
*ir And handmaids. Female servants- The 
name is several times given to pious wo- 
men. Ps. Ixxxvi. 16; cxvi. 16. Luke i. 38. 
48. The meaning of this verse does not 



materially differ from the former. In the 
times of the gospel, those who were 
brought under its influence should be re- 
markably endowed with abihty to de- 
clare the will of God. 

19,20. I will show wonders. Literally, 
"I will" give signs." Su^c-m TiqaTa, The 
word in the Hebrew, dtiBID, mopheihim, 
means properly prodigies ; wonderful oc- 
currences ; miracles wrought by God or 
his messengers. Exod. iv. 21; vii. 3. 9; 
xi. 9. Deut. iv. 34, &c. It is the common 
word to denote a miracle, in the Old Tes- 
tarnent. Here it means, however, a por- 
tentous appearance, a prodigy , a remarka- 
hle occurrence. It is commonly joined in 
the New Testament with the word signs , 
"signs and wonders." Matt. xxiv. 24. 
Mark xiii. 22. John iv. 48. In these places 
it does not of necessity mean miracles^ 
but unusual and remarkable appearances. 
Here it is fixed to mean great and striking 
changes in the sky, the sun, moon, &c. 
The Hebrew is, " I will give signs in the 
heaven, and upon the earth." Peter has 
quoted it according to the sense, and not 
according to the letter. The Septuagint 
is here a literal translation of the He- 
brew; and this is one of the instances 
where the New Testament writers did 
not quote from either. 

Much of the difficulty of interpreting 
these verses consists in fixing tlie proper 
meaning to the expression " that great 
and notable day of the Lord." If it be 
limited to the day of Pentecost, it is cer- 
tain that no such events occurred at that 
time. But there is, it is believed, no pro- 
prietj^ in confining it to that time. The 
description here pertains to "the last 
days" (ver. 17), i. e. to the whole of that 
period of duration, however long, which 
was known by the prophets as the last 
times. That period might be extended 
through many centuries ; and during f hat 
period all these events would take place. 
The day of the Lord is the day when God 
shall manifest himself in a peculiar man- 
ner ; a dajr when he shall so strikingly be 
se^n in his wonders and his judgments 
that it may be called his day. Thus it is 
applied to the ^ay of judgment, as the 
day of the Son of man ; the day iii which 
he will be the great attractive object, and 
will be signally glorified. Luke xvii. 24. 
1 Thess. V. % Phil i ^ '^^ '^f'''- "i- 12. il 
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20 The ° sun shall be turned into I before that great and notable day 
darkness, and the moon into blood, | of the Lord come : 

a Mar. 13.24. 2Pet.3.Y,10. 



aa 1 suppose, "that notable day of the 
Lord" here denotes that future time 
when God shall manifest himself in judg- 
ment, then we are not to suppose that 
Peter meant to say that these "wonders" 
should take place on the day of Pente- 
cost, or had their fulfilment then, but 
would occur under that indefinite period 
called " t?ie last days,^' the days of the Mes- 
siah, and BEFORE that period was closed by 
the great day of the Lord. The gift of 
tongues was a partial fulfilment of the 
general prophecy pertaining to those 
times. And as the prophecy was thus 
partially fulfilled, it was a pledge that it 
would be entirely; and thus there was 
laid a foundation Yor the necessity of re- 
pentance, and for calling on the Lord in 
order to be saved. TT Blood. Blood is 
commonly used as an emblem of slaugh- 
ter, or of battle. IT Fire. Fire is also an 
image of war, or the conflagration of 
towns and dwellmgs in time of war. 
H Vapour of smoke. The word vapour, 
'c<T/*»j, means commonly; an exhalation 
from the earth, &c. easily moved from 
one place to another. Here it means 
(Heb. Joel) rising columns, or pillars of 
smoke ; and is another image of the cala- 
mities of war, the smoke rising from burn- 
ing towns. It has almost always been 
customary in war to burn the towns of 
an enemy, and to render him as helpless 
as possible. Hence the calamities de- 
noted here are those represented by such 
scenes. To \\h.a.t particular scenes there 
is reference here, it may be impossible 
now to say. It may be remarked, how- 
ever, that scenes of this kind occurred 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
there is a striking resemblance between 
the description in Joel, and that by which 
our Saviour ibretels the destruction of 
Jerusalem. See Notes on Matt. xxiv. 21 
—24. 

20. The sun shall be turned into dark- 
7iess. See Note, Matt. xxiv. 29. The same 
mages used here with reference to the 
sun and moon, are used also there. They 
occur not unfrequently. Mark xiii. 24. 
2 Pet. iii. 7—10. The shhdng of the sun 
IS an emblem of prosperity ; the with- 
drawing, or eclipse, or settmg of the sun 
ia an emblem of calamity, and is often 
thus used in the Scriptures. Isa. Ix. 20. 
Jer. x\ 9. Ezek. xxxii, 7. Amos viii- 9. 
Rev. vi. 12; viii 12; ix. 2; xvi. 8. To 
aav that the sun is darkened, or turned 
D 



into darkness, is an image of calamity, 
and especially of the calamities of war 
when the smoke of burning cities rises to 
heaven, and obscures his light This i§ 
not, therefore, to be taken literally, nor 
does it afford any indication of what 
will be at the end of the world in regard 
to the sun. IT The moon into blood. The 
word blood here means that obscure, 
sanguinary colour which the moon has 
when the atmosphere is filled with smoke 
and vapour ; and especially the lurid 
and alarming appearance which it 
assumes when smoke and flames are 
thrown up by earthquakes and fiery 
eruptions. Rev. vi. 12, "And I beheld 
when he had opened the sixth seal, and 
lo, there was a great earthquake, and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hairy 
and the moon became as blood." Rev. 
viii. 8. In this place it denotes great ca- 
lamities. The figures used are indicative 
of wars, and conflagrations, and unusual 
prodigies of earthquakes. As these things 
are (Matt, xxiv.) applied to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem; as they actually oc 
curred previous to that event (see Notes, 
Matt, xxiv.) ,v it may be supposed that the 
prophecy in Joel nad an immediate re 
ference to that. The meaning of the quo 
tation by Peter in this place, therefore 
is, that what occurred on the day of Pen- 
tecost, was the beginning of the series of 
wonders that was to take place during the 
times of the Messiah. It is not intimated 
that those scenes were to close, or to be 
exhausted in that age. They may pre- 
cede that great day of the Lord which is 
yet to come in view of the whole earth. 
IT That great and notable day of the Lord. 
This is called the great day of the Lord 
because on that d^/ he will be signally 
manifested, more impressively and strik- 
ingly than on other times. The -^^jrd 
notable, sTricpxvli, means signal, illustrious, 
distinguished. In Joel the word is tei-ri- 
ble, or fearful ; a word applicable to days 
of calamity, and trial, and judgment. The 
Greek word here rendered notable, is alsc 
in the Septuagint frequently used to do- 
note calamity, or times of judgment. Deut. 
x, 21. 2 Sam, vii. 23. This will apply to 
any day in which God signally manifests 
himself; but particularly to a day wlK.n 
he shall come forth to punish men, as at 
the destruction of Jerusalem, or at the day 
of judgment. The meaning is, that tho.5!e 
wonders shoald take place before ihnX 
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21 And it shall come to pass, that 

a Ps.86.5. Ko.10.13. lCor.L2. He.4.16. 
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whosoever « shall call on the name 
of the Lord, shall be saved. 



distinguished day should arrive when 
God should come forth in judgment. 

21. Whosoever shall call. In the midst 
of these wonders and dangers, whosoever 
should call on the Lord should be deli- 
vered (Joel). The name of the Lord is 
the same as the Lord himself. It is a 
Hebrai&m, signifying to call on the Lord. 
Ps. Ixxix. 6. Zech. xiii. 9. ^. Shall be 
saved. In Hebrew, shall be delivered, 
i. e. from impending calamities. When 
they threaten, and God is coming forth 
to judge them, it shall be that those who 
are characterized as those who call on 
the Lord, shall be delivered. This is 
equally true at all times. It is remarka- 
ble that no Christians perished in the 
siege of Jerusalem. Though more than 
a million of Jews perished, yet the fol- 
lowers of Christ who were there, having 
been warned by him, when they saw 
the signs of the Romans approaching, 
withdrew to ^lia, and were preserved. 
So it shall be in the day of judgment. 
All whose character it has been that ihey 
called on God, will then be saved. While 
the wicked shall then call on the rocks 
and the mountains to shelter them from 
the Lord, those who have invoked his 
favour and mercy shall then find deli- 
verance. The use which Peter makes 
of this passage is this ; Calamities were 
about to come ; the day of judgment was 
approaching ; they were passing through 
the last days o£ the earth's history; and 
therefore it became them to call on the 
name of the Lord, and to obtain deliver 
ance from the dangers which impended 
over the guilty. There can be little doubt 
that Peter intended to apply this to the 
Messiah, and that by the name of the 
Lord he meant the Lord Jesus. See 
1 Cor. i. 2. Paul makes the same use of 
the passage, expressly applying it to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Kom. x. >3, 14. In 
Joel, the word translated Lord is Jeho- 
vah, the incommunicable and peculiar 
name of God ; and the use of the passage 
before us in the New Testament, shows 
how the apostles regarded the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and proves that they had no hesi- 
tation in applying to him names and attri- 
butes which could belong to no one but 
God. 

This verse teaches us, 1. That in pros- 
pect of the judgments of God which are 
to come, we should make preparation. 
We shall be called to pass through the 
closing scene of this earth ; the time when 



the sun shall be turned into darkness, ana 
the moon into blood, and when the greai 
day of the Lord shall come. 2. It is easy 
to be saved. All that God requires of us 
is to call upon him, to pray to him, to ask 
him, and he will answer and save, li 
men will not do so easy a thing as to call 
on God, and ask him for salvation, it is 
obviously proper that they should be cast 
off! The terms of salvation could not be 
made plainer or easier. The offer is wide, 
free, universal, and there is no obstacle 
but what exists in the heart of the sinner. 
And from this part of Peter's vindication 
of the scene on the day of Pentecost, we 
may learn also, 1. That revivals of reli- 
gion are to be expected as a part of the 
histoiy of the Christian church. He 
speaks of God's pouring out his Spirit, 
&c. as what was to take place in the lasi 
days, i. e. in the indefinite and large tract 
of time which was to come under the ad- 
ministration of the Messiah. His remarks 
are by no means limited to the day of 
Pentecost. They are as applicable to 
future periods as to that time; and we 
are to expect it as a part of Christian his' 
tory, that the Holy Spirit will be sent 
down to awaken and convert men 
2. This will also vindicate revivals from 
all the charges which have ever been 
brought against them. All the objections 
of irregularity, extravagance, wildfire, 
enthusiasm, disorder, &c. which have 
been alleged against revivals in modern 
times, might hdiVe been brought with 
equal propriety against the scene on the 
day of Pentecost. Yet an apostle showed 
that that was in accordance with the pre- 
dictions of the Old Testament, and was 
an undoubted work of the Holy Spirit. 
If that work could be vindicated, then 
modern revivals may be- If that wa.s 
really liable to no objections on these ac- 
counts, then modern works of grace 
should not be objected to for the same 
things. And if that excited deep interest 
in the apostles; if they felt deep concern 
to vindicate it from the charge brought 
against it, then Christians and Christian 
ministers now should feel similar solici- 
tude to defend revivals, and not be found 
among their revilers, their calumniators, 
or their foes. There will be enemies 
enough of the work of the Ho^y Spirit 
without the aid of professed Christians; 
and that man possesses no enviable feelr 
ings or character who is found Vv'ith tnj 
enemies of God and his Cnrist, in op^tv* 
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S2 Ye men of Israel, hear these 
words ; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by 
miracles ^ and wonders and signs, 

oJno.14.10,11. He.2.4. 



mg the mighty work of the Holy Spirit on 
the human heart. 

22. Yemen of Israel. Descendants of 
Israel, or Jacob, i. e. Jews. Peter pro- 
ceeds now to the third part of his argu- 
ment, to show that Jesus Christ had been 
raised up ; and that the scene which had 
occurred was in accordance with his 
promise, was proof of his resurrection, 
and of his exaltation to be the Messiah ; 
and that, therefore, they should repent 
for their great sin in having put their 
own Messiah to death. U A man approved 
of God. A man who was shown or de- 
monstrated to have the approbation of 
God, or to have been sent by him. If By 
miracles, and wonders, and signs. The 
first of these words properly means the 
displays of /joioer which Jesus made; the 
eecond, the unusual or remarkable events 
which attended him ; the third, the signs 
or proofs that he was from God. Toge- 
ther, they denote the array or series of 
remarkable works— raising the dead,heal- 
mg the sick, &c. which showed that Jesus 
was sent from God. The proof which 
they furnished that he was IVom God was 
this, that God would not confer such 
power on an impostor, and that therefore 
he was what he pretended to be. IT Which 
God did by him. The Lord Jesus him- 
self often traced his power to do these 
things to his commission from the Father; 
but he did it in such a way as to show 
that he was closely united to him. John 
V. 19. 30. Peter here says that God did 
these works hy Jesus Christ, to show that 
Jesus was truly seiit by him, and that 
therefore he had the seal and attestation 
of God. The same thing Jesus himself 
said. John v. 36, " The work which the 
Father hath given me to finish, the same 
tvorks that I do, bear witness of me, that 
.he Father hath sent me." The great 
works whicn God has wrought in crea- 
tion, as well as in redemption, he is re- 
presented as having done by his Son. 
Heb. i. 2, " By whom also he made the 
worlds." John i. 3. Col. i. 15— 19. U/ti 
the midst of you. In your own land. It 
is also probable that many of the persons 
present had been witnesses of his mira- 
cles. IT As ye yourselves also know. They 
unQW it either by having witnessed them, 
or by the evidence which every where 
abounded of the truth ^hat ne had. 



which God did, by him, m the 
midst of you, as ye * yourselves 
also know : 

23 Him, being '^ delivered by the 

h Jno.16.24. c Lu,22.22;24.44. c.3.18. 

wrought them. The Jews, even in the 
time of Christ, did not dare to call his 
miracles in question. John xv. 24. While 
they admitted the miracle, they attempted 
to trace it to the influence of Beelzebub. 
Matt, ix, 34. Mark iii. 22. So decided and 
numerous were the miracles of Jesus, 
that Peter here appeals to them as hav- 
ing been known by the Jews themselves 
to have been performed, and with a con- 
fidence that even they could not deny it. 
On this he proceeds to rear his argument 
for the truth of his Messiahship. 

23. Him, being delivered. "iKSorov. This 
word, delivered, is used commonly of 
those who are surrendered or delivered 
into the hands of enemies or adversaries. 
It means that Jesus was surrendered, or 
given up to his enemies by those who 
should have been his protectors. Thus 
he was delivered to the chief-priests. 
Mark x. 33. Pilate released Barabbas, 
and delivered Jesus to their will, Mark 
XV. 15. Luke xxiii. 25; he was delivered 
unto the Gentiles, Luke xviii. 32; the 
chief-priests delivered him to Pilate, 
Matt, xxvii. 2 ; and Pilate dehvered him 
to be crucified. Matt, xxvii. 26. John xix. 
16. In this manner was the death of 
Jesus accomplished, by being surrendered 
from one tribunal to another, and one de- 
mand of his countrymen to another, until 
they succeeded in procuriug his death. 
It may also be implied here that he was 
given or surrendered by God to the hands 
of men. Thus he is represented to have 
been given by God. John iii. 16. 1 John 
iv. 9, 10. 'The Syriac translates this, 
" Him, who was destined to this by the 
foreknowledge and will of God, you deli- 
vered into the hands of wicked men," &c. 
The Arabic, *^ Him, delivered to you by 
the hands of the wicked, you received, 
and after you had mocked him, you slew 
him." fT By the determinate counsel. The 
word translated determinate, rv^ (L^icr/asvi), 
means, properly, that which is defined^ 
marked out, or bounded ; as, to mark Out os" 
define the boundary of a field, &cl Ses 
Rom. i. 1. 4. In Acts x. 42, it is translated 
ordained of God ; denoting his purpose that 
it should be so, i. e. that Jesus should be 
the judge of quick and deau. Luke xxii. 22, 
" The Son of man goeth as it is deterjnin- 
ed of him," i. e. as God has purposed or 
determined beforehand that he should feO> 
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determinate counse] and foreknow- 
ledge of God, ye " have taken, and 

a c.5.30. 

Acts xi. 29, " The disciples .... determined 
to send reHef unto the brethren which 
dwelt in Jadea," i. e. they resolved or pur- 
posed beforehand to do it. Acts xvii. 26, 

"God hath determined the times before 

appointed and fixed," &c. In all these 
places there is the idea of a purpose, or 
intention, or plan implying intention, and 
marking out or fixing the boundaries to 
some future action or event. The word 
implies that the death of Jesus was re- 
solved on by God before it took place. 
And this truth is established by all the 
predictions made in the Old Testament, 
and by the Saviour himself God was 
not compelled to give up his Son. There 
was no claim on him for it. And he had 
a right, therefore, to determine when and 
how it should be done. The fact, more- 
over, that this was predicted^ shows that 
it was fixed or resolved on. No event 
can be foretold, evidently, unless it be 
certain that it will take place. Th« event, 
therefore, must in some way be fixed or 
resolved on beforehand. *!! Counsel. 
^ov\^. This word properly denotes pur- 
pose, decree, will. It expresses the act of 
the mind in willing, or the purpose or de- 
sign which is formed. Here it means the 
purpose or will of God ; it was his plan 
or decree that Jesus should be delivered. 
Acts iv. 28, "For to do whatsoever thy 
hand and thy covnsel {n i^ovx^ a-ov) deter- 
mined before to be done." Eph. i. 11, 
"■ Who worketh all things after ike coun- 
sel of his own will." Heb. vi. 17, " God, 

willing to show the immutability 

of his counsel." See Acts xx. 27. 1 Cor. 
iv. 5. Luke xxiii. 51. The word here, 
therefore, proves that Jesus was deliver- 
ed by the deliberate purpose of God ; 
that it was according to his previous in- 
tention and design. The reason why this 
was insisted on by Peter, was, that he 
might convince the Jews that Jesus was 
not delivered by weakness, or because he 
was unable to rescue himself. Such an 
opinion would have been inconsistent 
with the belief that he was the Messiah. 
It was important, then, to assert the dig- 
nity of Jesus, and to show that his death 
was in accordance with the fixed design 
of God ; and therefore, that it did not 
interfere in the least with his claims to 
be the Messiah. The same thing our Sa- 
viour has himself expressly affirmed, John 
xix. 30, 11 ; X. 18. Matt. xxvi. 53. '^ Fore- 
hiowUdge. This word denotes the seeing 
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^bj wicked hands iiave crucifi&t'. 
and slain : 

b Matt.2r. 



beforehand of an event yet to take place 
It implies, 1. Omniscience ; and 2. Thai 
the event is fixed and certain. To fore- 
see a contingent event, that is, to foresee 
that an event will take place, when i\ 
may or may not take place, is an ab- 
surdity. Foreknowledge, therefore, im- 
plies that for some reason the event wiii 
certainly take place. What that reason 
is, the word itself does not determine. As, 
however, God is represented in the Scrip- 
tures as purposing or determining future 
events ; as they could not be foreseen by 
him unless he had so determined, so the 
word sometimes is used in the sense of 
determining beforehand, or as synon]^. 
mous with decreeing. Kom. viii. 29; xi. 2. 
In this place the word is used to denote 
that the delivering up of Jesus was some- 
thing more than a bare or naked decree. 
It implies that God did it according to his 
foresight of what would be the best time, 
and place, and manner of its being done. 
It was not the result merely of will ; it 
was will directed by a wise foreknow- 
ledge of what would be best. And this 
is the case with all the decrees of God. 
It follows from this, that the conduct of 
the Jews was foreknown. God was not 
disappointed in any thing respecting theii 
treatment of his eon. Nor will he be 
disappointed in any of the doings of men 
Notwithstanding the wickedness of the 
world, his counsel shall stand, and he 
will do all his pleasure. Isa. xlvi. 10. 
'^ Ye have taken. See Matt. xxvi. 57. Ye 
Jews have taken. It is possible that some 
were present on this occasion who had 
been personally concerned in taking Je- 
sus; and many who had joined in the 
cry, " Crucify him." Luke xxiii. 18 — 21 
It was, at any rate, the act of the Jewish 
people by which this had been done. This 
was a striking instance of the fidelity of 
that preaching which says, as Nathan did 
to David, "Thou art the man!" Peter, 
once so timid that he denied his Lord 
now charged this atrocious crime on hia 
countrym^en, regardless of their anger and 
his own danger. He did not deal in gene 
ral accusations, but brought the charges 
home, and declared that they were tiie 
men who had been concerned in this 
amazing crime. No preaching can be 
successful that does not charge on men 
their personal guilt; and that does not 
fearlessly proclaim their ruin and danger 
¥ With wicked, hands. Greek, " through 
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or by the hands of the lawless, or wick- 
ed." This refers, doubtless, to Pilate and 
the Roman soldiers, through whose in- 
gtruraentality this had been done. The 
reasons for supposing that this is the true 
interpretation of the passage are these : 
(1.) The Jews had not the power of in- 
flicting death themselves. (2.) The term 
used here, wicked, 'cit/o/wcov, is not applica- 
ble to the Jeiys, but to the Romans. It 
properly means lawless, or those who had 
not the law, and is often applied to the 
heathen. Rom. ii. 12. 14. 1 Cor. ix. 21, 
(3.) The punishment which was inflicted 
was a Roman punishment. (4.) It was a 
matter of fact, that the Jews, though they 
had condemned him, yet had not put him 
to death themselves, but had demanded it 
of the Romans. But though they had em- 
ployed the Romans to do it, still they 
were the prime movers in the deed ; they 
had plotted, and compassed, and demand- 
ed his death; and they were therefore 
not the less guilty. The maxim of the 
common law, and. of common sense, is, 
" he who does a deed by the instrumen- 
tality of ai^other, is responsible for it." 
It was from no merit of the Jews that 
they had not put him to death themselves. 
It was simply because the power was 
taken away from them. IT Have crucified. 
Greek, "haying affixed him to the cross, 
ye have put him to death." Peter here 
charges the crime fully on them. Their 
guilt was not diminished because they 
had employed others to do it. — From this 
we may remark, 1. That this was one of 
the most amazing and awful crimes that 
could be charged on any men. It was 
malice, and treason, and hatred, and mur- 
der combined, Nor was it anj^ common 
murder. It was their own Messiah whom 
they had put to death ; the hope of their 
fathers ; he who had been long promised 
by God, and the prospect of whose com- 
ing had so long cheered and animated 
the nation. They had now imbrued their 
hands in his blood, and stood charged 
with the awful crime of having murdered 
the Prince of Peace. 2. It is no mitiga- 
tion of guilt that we do it by the instru- 
mentality of others. It is often, if not 
always, a deepening and extending of the 
crime. 3. We have here a striking and 
clear instance of the doctrine that the de- 
crees of God do not interfere with the 
free agency of men. This event was 
certainly determined beforehand. Nothing 
is clearer than this. It is here expressly 
asserted ; and it had been foretold with 
undeviating certainty by the prophets. 
God had, for wise and gracious purposes, 
purposed or decreed in his own mind that 



his Son should die at the time, and in the 
manner in which he did ; for all the cir- 
cumstances of his death, as well as of his 
birth and his life, were foretold. And 
yet, in this the Jews and the Romans 
never supposed or alleged that they wore 
compelled or cramped in what they did. 
They did what they chose. If in this case 
the decrees of God were not inconsistent 
with human freedom, neither can they be 
in any case. Between those decrees and 
the freedom of man there is no inconsis- 
tency, unless it could be shown — what 
never can be — that God compels men to 
act contrary to their own will. In that 
case there could be no freedom. But that 
is not the case with regard to the decrees 
of God. An act is what it is in itself ; it 
can be contemplated and measured by 
itself That it was foreseen, foreknown^ or 
purposed, does not alter its nature and 
more than it does that it be remembered 
after it is performed. The memory of 
what we have done does not destroy our 
li-eedom. Our own purposes in relation 
to our conduct do not destroy our free- 
dom ; nor can the purposes or designs of 
any other being violate one free moral 
action, unless he compels us to do a thing 
against our will. 4. We have here a 
proof that the decree of God does not 
take away the moral character of an ac- 
tion. It does not prove that an action is 
innocent if it is shown that it is a part of 
the wise plan of God to permit it. Never 
was there a more atrocious crime than the 
crucifixion of the Son of God. i\.nd yet it 
was determined on in the divine coun- 
sels. So with all the deeds of human 
guilt. The purpose of God to permit them 
does not destroy their nature or make 
them innocent. They are wha,t they are 
in themselves. The purpose of God"' does 
not change their character; and if it m 
right to punish them in fact, they will be 
punished. If it is right for God to punish 
them, it was right to resolve to do it And 
the sinner must answer for his sins, not 
for the plans of his Maker ; nor can ho 
take shelter in the day of wrath against 
what he deserves in the plea that God baa 
determined future events. If any men 
could have done it, it would have been 
those whom Peter addressed ; yet neilhei 
he nor they felt that their guilt was in the 
least diminished by the fact that Jesus 
was "delivered by the determinate coun 
sel and foreknowledge of God." 5. If this 
event was predetermined ; if that act ot 
amazing wickedness, when the Son of God 
was put to death, was fixed by the deter- 
minate counsel of God, then all the events 
leading to it, and the circumstances at- 
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24. Wlioiii '^ God hath raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death : 
because it was not possible ^ that 

aLn.24. C.13.S0.34. lCor.6.14. Ep.1.20. Col.2.12. 
ITh.l.lO. Heb.13.20. lPet.1.21. b Jno.10.18. 



tending it, were also a part of the decree. 
The one could not be determined without 
the other. 6, If that event was deter- 
mined, ihen others may be also consist- 
ently vdth human freedom and responsi- 
bility. There can be no deed of wicked- 
ness that shall surpass that of crucifying 
the Son of God. And if the acts of his 
murderers were a part of the wise coun- 
sel of God, then on the same principle are 
we to suppose that all events are under 
his direction, and ordered by a purpose 
infinitely wise and good. 7. If the Jews 
could not take shelter from the charge of 
wickedness under the plea that it was 
foreordained, then no sinners can do it. 
This was as clear a case as can ever oc- 
cur ; and yet the aposde did not intimate 
that an excuse or mitigation for their sin 
could be plead from tnis cause. This 
case, therefore, meets all the excuses of 
sinners from this plea, and proves that 
those excuses will not avail them or save 
them in the day of judgment 

24. Whom God hath raised iip. This 
was the main pohit, in this part of his ar- 
gument, which Peter wished to establish. 
He could not but admit that the Messiah 
had been in an ignominious manner put 
to death. But he now shows them that 
God had also raised him up; had thus 
given his attestation to his doctrine ; and 
had sent down his Spirit according to the 
promise which the Lord Jesus made be- 
fore his death. IT Having loosed the pains 
of death. The word loosed, x6o-c4?, is op- 
posed to hind, and is properly applied to 
a cord, or to any thing which is bourid. 
See Matt. xxi. 2. Mark i. 7. Hence it 
means to free, or to liberate. Luke xiii. 16. 
1 Cor. vil. 27. It is used in this sense 
here; though the idea o^ untying or loos- 
ing a band ia retained, because the word 
translated pains often means a cord or 
band, '^i The pains of death. coJiVot? to3 
S-»vMTuy. The word translated pains de- 
notes properly the extreme suffermgs of 
parturition, and then any severe or excru- 
ciating pangs. Hence it is applied also to 
death, as being a state of extreme suffer- 
ing. A very frequent meaning of the He- 
brew word, of which this is the transla- 
tion, is cord, or band. This perhaps wa.s 
the original idea of the word; and the 
Hebrews expressed any extreme agony 
under the idea of bajidsoY cords closely 
drawn, binding and constricting the 



he should be holden of it. 

25 For David speaketh '^ concern- 
ing him, I foresaw the Lord always 

cF8.16.8-U. 



limbs, and producing severe pain. Thus 
death was represented under this image 
of <2 hand that confined men ; that pressed 
closely on them ; that prevented escape ; 
and produced severe suffering. For this 
use of the word San, see Ps. cxix. 61 Isa. 
ixvi. 7. Jer. xxii. 23. Hos. xiii. 13. It is ap- 
plied to death (Ps. xyiii. 5), " The snares 
of death prevented me ;" answering 
to the word sorrows in the previous part 
of the verse. Ps. cxvi. 3, " The sorrows 
of death compassed me, and the pains of 
hell (hades, or sheol, the cords or pains that 
were binding me down to the grave) gat 
hold on me." We are not to infer froiii 
this that our Lord suffered any thing after 
death. It means simply that he could not 
be held by the grave, but that God loosed 
the bonds which had held him there, anc 
that he now set him free who had been 
encompassed by these pains or bonds, until 
they had brought him down to the grave 
Pain, mighty pain, will encompass us all 
like the constrictions and bindings of a 
cord which we cannot loose, and vvill 
fasten our limbs and bodies in the grave 
Those bands begin to be thrown around 
us in early life, and they are drawn closer 
and closer, until we lie panting under the 
stricture on a bed of pain, and then are 
still and immoveable in the grave ; sub- 
dued in a manner not a little resembling 
the mortal agonies of the tiger in the con- 
volutions of the boa constrictor ; or like 
Laocoon and his sons in the folds of the 
serpents from the island of Tenedos 
IT It was not possible. This does not refei 
to any natural impossibility, or to any in- 
herent efficacy or power in the body of 
Jesus itself; but simply means that in the 
circumstances of the case such an event 
could not be. Why it could not be, he 
proceeds at once to show. It could not 
l3e consistently with the promises of the 
Scriptures. Jesus was the Prince of life 
(Acts iii. 15), and had life in himself (John 
i. 4 ; V. 26), and had power to lay down 
his life, and to take it again (John x. 18) * 
and it was indispensable that he should 
rise. He came, also, that through death 
he might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil (Heb. ii. 14) ; 
and as it was his purpose to gain this vic- 
tory, he could not be defeated in it by 
beinsf confined to the grave. 

25—28. For David speaJceth, &c. This 
doctrine Vhat the Messiah must rise fpcrm 
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before my face; for he is on my 
right hand, that 1 should not be 
moved : 



the dead, Peter pioceeds to prove by a 
quotation from the Old Testament. This 
passage is taken from Psalm xvi. 8 — 11. 
ft is made from the Greek version of the 
Septuagint, with only one slight and un- 
important change. 3!^or is there any ma- 
terial change, as will be seen, from the 
Hebrew. In what sense this Psalm can 
be applied to Christ will be seen after we 
have examined the expressions which 
Peter alleges. IF I foresaw the Lord. This 
is an unhappy translation. To foresee the 
Lord always before us conveys no idea, 
though it maybe a ZzteraZ translation of 
the passage. The word means to foresee, 
and then to see before us, that is, as pre- 
sent with us, to regard as being near. It 
thus implies to put confidence in one ; to 
rely on him, or expect assistance from 
him. This is its meaning here. The He- 
brew is, I expected, or waited for. It thus 
expressCvS the petition of one who is help- 
less and dependent, who waits for help 
from God. It is often thus used in the Old 
Testament, f Always before my face. 
As being always present to help me, and 
to deliver me out of all my troubles. 
11 He is on my right hand. To be at hand 
is to be near to aflford help. The right 
hand is mentioned because that was the 
place of dignity and honour. And David 
did not design simply to say that he was 
near to help him, but that he had the 
place of honour, the highest place in his 
affections. Ps. cix. 31. In our depend- 
ence on God we should exalt him. We 
should not merely regard him as our help, 
but should at the same time give him the 
highest place in our affections.^ IF That I 
should not be moved. That is, that no 
great evil or calamity should happen to 
me, that I may stand firm. The phrase 
denotes to sink into calamities, or to fall 
into the power of enemies. Ps. Ixii. 2. 6 ; 
xlvi. 6. This expresses the confidence of 
one who is in danger of great calamities 
and who puts his trust in the help of God 
alone 

26. Therefore Peter ascribes these 
expressions to the Messiah. The reason 
why he would exult or rejoice was, that 
he wouid be preserved amidst the sor- 
rows that were comhig on him, and could 
look forward to the triumph that awaited 
him. Thus Paul says (Heb. xii. 2), that 
"Jesus . . . .far the joy that was set before 
kirn, endured the cross, despising the 
shame," &c. And throughout the New 



26 Tlierefore did my heart rejoice, 
and my tongue was glad ; moreovei 
also my flesh shall rest in hope : 

Testament, the shame and sorrow of his 
sufferings were regarded as connected 
with his glory and his triumph. Lukfl 
xxiv. 26. Phil. u. 6-^9. Eph. i. 20, 21. In 
this, our Saviour has left us an example^ 
that we should walk in his steps. The 
prospect of future glory and triumph 
should sustain us amid all afHictions, and 
make us ready, like him, to lie down amid 
even the corruptions of the grave. ^ Did 
my heart rejoice. In the Hebrew this is 
in the present tense, " my heart rejoices." 
The word heart here expresses the person, 
and is the same as saying / rejoice. The 
Hebrews used the different members to 
express the person. And thus we say, 
" every soul perished ; the vessel had 
forty Jiands ; wise heads do not think so : 
hearts of steel will not flinch," &c. Prof. 
Stuart on the xvith Psalm. The meaning 
is, because God is near me in time of ca- 
lamity, an{l will support and deliver me 
I will not be agitated or fear, but will 
exult in the prospect of the future, in 
view of the "joy that is set before me." 
^ My tongue was glad. Hebrew, My 
glory, or my honour exults. The word 
is used to denote majesty, splendour, dig- 
nity, honour. It is also used to express 
the heart or sout, either because that ia 
the chief source of man's dignity, or be- 
cause the word is also expressive of the 
liver, regarded by the Hebrews as the 
seat of the affections. Gen, xlix. 6, "Unto 
their assembly, mi7ie honour," i. e. my 
soul, or myself, " be not thou united." Ps 
Ivii. 8, "Awake up, my glory," &c. Ps. 

cviii. 1, "I will sing even with my 

glory." This word the Septuagint trans- 
lated tongue. The Arabic and Latin Vul- 
gate have also done the same. Why they 
thus use the word is not clear. It may 
be because the tongue, or the gift of 
speech, was that which chiefly contributes 
to the honour of man, or distinguishes him 
from the brutal creation. The word glory 
is used expressly for tongue in Ps. xxx. 
12 ; " To the end that my glory may sing 
praise to thee, and not be silent." IT MorC" 
over also. Truly ; in addition to this. 
^ My flesh. My body. See ver 31. 1 Cor, 
V. 5. It means here properly the body 
separate from the soul; the dead body. 
If Shall rest. Shall rest or repose m the 
grave, free from corruption. *ir I?i hope. 
In confident expectation of a resurrections. 
The Hebrew word rather expresses con- 
fidence than hope The passage means* 
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'37 Because thou wilt not leave 
my soul in hell, neither wilt thou 



My body will I commit to the grave, 
with a confident expectation of the fu- 
ture, that is, with a firm belief that it will 
not see corruption, but will be raised up.' 
It thus expresses the feelings of the dying 
Messiah; the assured confidence which 
he had that his repose in the grave would 
not be long, and would certainly co^ie to 
an end. The death of Christians is also 
in the New Testament represented as a 
sleep, and as repose (Acts vii. 60. 1 Cor. 
XV. 6. 18. 1 Thess. iv. 13. 15. 2 Pet. iii. 4); 
and they may also, after the example of 
their Lord, commit their bodies to the 
dust, in hope. They shall lie in the grave 
uuder the assurance of a happy resurrec- 
tion; and though their bodies, unUke his, 
shall moulder to tiieir native dust, yet this 
corruptible shall put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall put on immortality. 
i Cor. XV. 53. 

27. Thou, wilt not leave my soul. The 
vvord soul, with us, means the thinking, 
the i?n?norlal part of man, and is applied 
to it whether existing in connexion with 
the body, or whether separate from it. 
The Hebrew word translated soul, here, 
•i^Qi, naphsfd, however, may mean, My 
spirit, my mind, my life ; and may denote 
here nothing more than me, or myself. 
It means, properly, breath ; then life, or 
the vital principle, a living being ; then 
the soul, the spirit, the thinking part. 
Instances v/here it is put for the indivi- 
dual himself, meaning " me," or "myself," 
may be seen in Ps. xi. 1 ; xxxv. 3. 7. Job 
IX. 21. There is no clear instance in 
which it is applied to the soul in its sepa- 
rale state, or disjoined from the body. In 
this place it must be explained in part by 
the meaning of the vvord hell. If that 
means grave, then this word probably 
means " me ;" thou wilt not leave me m 
the grave. The meaning probably is, 
'Thou wilt not leave me in Sheol, nei- 
ther,' &c. The word leave here means, 
' Thou wilt not resign me to, or wilt not 
give me over to it, to be held under its 
power.' In hell, elg 'd-oov. The word 
hell J in English, now commonly denotes 
the place of the future eternal punish- 
ment of the wicked. This sense it has 
acquired by long usage. It is a Saxon 
word, denved from helan, to cover ; and 
denotes literally, a covered or deep place 
{Websler)] then the dark and dismal 
abode of departed spirits ; and then the 
place of torment. As the v/ord is used 
uow by us, it by no means expre£"3es the 



suffer thine Holy One to see coi 
ruption. 

force of the original ; and if with this 
idea we read a passage like the one be= 
fore us, it would convey an erroneous 
meaning altogether; although /orwerZ^ 
the English word perhaps expressed no 
more than the original. The Greek word 
Hades means literally a place devoid of 
light; a dark, obscure abode; and in 
Greek writers was applied to the dark 
and obscure regions where disembodied 
spirits were supposed to dwell. It occurs 
but eleven tim.es in the New Testament, 
In this place it is the translation of tho 
Hebrew, Sheol. In Rev. xx. 13, 14, it is 
connected with f^ea//i. "And death and 
hell (Hades) delivered up the dead which 
were in them." "And death and hell 
(Hades) were cast into the lake of fire." 
See also Rev. vi. 8. i. 18, " 1 have the 
keys of hell and of death." In 1 Cor. xv 
55, it means the grave. ''O grave (Hades\ 
where is thy victory?" In Matt. xi. 23, it 
means a deep, profound place, opposed to 
an exalted one ; a condition of calamity 
and degradation opposed to former great 
prosperity. "Thou, Capernaum, which 
art exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust 
down to AeZr* (Ha<fes)- In Luke xvi. 23, 
it is applied to the place where the rich 
man was after death, in a state of punish- 
ment. " In hell (Hades) he lifted up his 
eyes, being in tormeMs.'' In this place it 
is connected with the idea of suffering; 
and undoubtedly denotes a place of pu- 
nishment. The Septuagint has used this 
word commonly to translate the vvord 
Sheol. Once it is used as a translation of 
the phrase "the stones of the pit" (Isa. 
xiv. 19) ; twice to express silence, particu- 
larly the silence of the grave (Fs. xciv. 
17 ; cxv. 17) ; once to express the Hebrew 
for " the shadow of death" (Job xxxviii. 
17) ; and sixty times to translate the v»^ord 
Sheol. It is remarkable that it is never 
used in the Old Testament to denote the 
word keher, naf?, which properly denotes 
a grave or sepulchre. The idea which 
was conveyed by the word Sheol, or 
Hades., was not properly a grave or sepul- 
chre, but that dark, unknown state, m- 
eluding the grave, which constituted the 
dominions of the dead. What idea the 
Hebrews had of the future world, it m 
now difficult to explain, and is not neces- 
sary in the case before us. The word 
originally denoting simply the state of tho 
dead, the insatiable demands of the grave, 
came at last to be extended in its raeaii- 
hig, m proportion as they received nevt? 
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revelations or formed new opinions about 
the future world. Perhaps the following 
may be the process of thought by which 
the word came to have the peculiar 
meanings which it is found to have in the 
Old Testament. (1.) The word death, and 
the grave {hcber), would express the abode 
of a deceased body in the earth. (2.) Man 
has a soul, a thinking principle ; and the 
m(\mrymusl arise, what will be its state ? 
Will it die also? The Hebrews never 
appear to have believed that. Will it as- 
cend to heaven at once? On that subject 
they had at first no knowledge. Will it 
go at once to a place of torment ? Of that 
also they had no information at first. Yet 
they supposed it would live ; and the 
word Sheol expressed just this state — the 
dark, unknown regions of the dead; the 
abode of spirits, whether good or bad; 
the residence of departed men, whether 
fixed in a permanent habitation, or whe- 
ther wandering about. As they were 
ignorant of the size and spherical struc- 
ture of the earth, they seem to have sup- 
posed this region to be situated in the 
earth, far below us ; and hence it is put 
in opposition to heaven. Ps. cxxxix. 8, 
" If I ascend to heaven, thou art there ; 
if I make my bed in hell (Sheol), thou art 
there." Amos, ix. 2. The most coin- 
mon meaning of the word is, therefore, to 
express those dark regions, the lowerworld, 
the region of ghosts, &c. Instances of 
this, almost v/ithout number, might be 
given. See a most strildng and sublime 
instance of this in Isa. xiv. 9. " Hell from 
beneath is moved to meet thee," &c. ; 
where the assembled dead are repre- 
sented as being agitated in all their vast 
regions at the death of the king of Baby- 
lon. (3.) The inquiry could not but arise, 
whether all these beings were happy? 
This point revelation decided; and it 
was decided in the Old Testament. Yet 
*:his word would better express the state 
of the wicked dead, than the righteous. 
It conveyed the idea of darkness, gloom, 
wandering ; the idea of a sad and unfixed 
dbode, unlike heaven. Hence the word 
sometimes expresses the idea of a place 
of punishment. Ps. ix. 17, " The wicked 
shall be turned into hell," &c. Prov. xv. 
11; xxiii. 14; xxvii. 20. Job xxvi. 6. — 
While, therefore, the word does not mean 
properly a grave or a sepulchre, yet it 
does mean often the slate of the dead, 
without designating whether in happi- 
ness or wo, but implying the continued 
existence of the soul. In this sense it is 
often used in the Old Testament, where 
the Hebrew word is Sheol, and the Greek 
Hades. Gen. xxxvii. 35, " I will go down 



into the grave, unto my son, mourning.* 
I will go down to the dead, to death, to 
ray son, still there existing, xlii. 38 ; xliv; 
29, "He shall bring down my gray liaira 
vAih sorrow to the grave." Num. xvi. 30 
33. 1 Kings ii. 6. 9, &c. &c. In the place 
before us, therefore, the meaning is sim 
ply, thou wilt not leave me amonq ths 
DEAD. This conveys all the idea. It doea 
not mean literally the grave or the sepul 
chre ; that relates only to the body. Dm 
expression refers to the deceased Messiah 
Thou wilt not leave him among ihe dead ; 
thou wilt raise him up. It is from this 
passage, perhaps, aided by two others 
(Rom. x, 7, and 1 Pet. iii. 19), that the 
doctrine originated, that Christ " descend- 
ed," as it is expressed in the creed, " into 
hell ,•" and many have invented strange 
opinions about his going among lost spi- 
rits. The doctrine of the Roman Catholic 
church has been, that he went to purga- 
tory, to deliver the spirits confined there. 
But if the interpretation now given be 
correct, then it will follow, (1.) That no- 
thing is affirmed here about the destina- 
tion of the human soul of Christ after his 
death. That lie went to the region of the 
dead is implied, but nothing further. (2.) 
It may be remarked that the Scriptures 
affirm nothing about the state of his soul 
in that time which intervened between 
his death and resurrection. The only in- 
timation which occurs on the subject is 
such as to leave us to suppose that he was 
in a state of happiness. To the dying 
thief Jesus said, " This day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise." Luke xxiii. 43. 
When Jesus died he said, " It is finished;" 
and he doubtless meant by that, that liia 
sufferings and toils for man's redemption 
were at an end. All suppositions of any 
toils or pains after his death are fables, 
and without the slightest warrant in the 
New Testament. '^ Thine holy One. The 
word in the Hebrew which is translated 
here holy one, properly denotes one who 
is tenderly and piously devoted to ano- 
ther ; and answers to the expression used 
in the New Testament, " my beloved Son." 
It is also used as it is here by the Septua- 
gint, and by Peter, to denote one that is 
holy, that is set apart to God. In this sense 
it is applied to Christ, either as being set 
apart to this office, or as so pure qs to 
make it proper to designate him bv way 
of eminence the holy One, or the holy One 
of God. It is several times used as the 
well-known designation of the Messiahs 
Mark i. 24, " I know thee, who thou art, 
the holy One of God," Luke i v. 34. A eta 
iii. 14, "But ye denied the holy One, anor 
the just," &c. See also Luko v. 35, " Thai 
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the ways of life ; th6u shalt make 
me full of joy with thy\countenance. 

29 Men and brethren, ^ let me 

1 or, J may. 



holy thing that is born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God." IT To see corrup- 
tion. To see corruption is to experience 
it, to be made partakers of it. The He- 
brews often expressed the idea of experi- 
encing any thing by the use of words 
pertaining to the senses; as, to taste of 
death; to see death, &c. Corruption here 
means putrefaction in the grave. The 
word which is used in the Psalm, r\iW, 
shahathy is thus used in Job xvii. 14, "I 
have said to corruption, thou art my fa- 
ther," &c. The Greek word thus used 
nroperly denotes this. Thus it is used in 
Acts xiii. 34, 35, 36, 37. This meaning 
would be properly suggested by the He- 
brew word; and thus the ancient ver- 
sions understood it. The meaning implied 
in the expression is, that he of whom the 
Psalm was written should be restored to 
life again ; and this meaning Peter pro- 
ceeds to show that the words must have. 
28. Thou hast made known, &c. The 
Hebrew is, " Thou wilt make Imown to 
me," «&;c. In relation to the Messiah, it 
means, Thou wilt restore me to life. 
IT The way of life. This properly means 
the path to life ; as we say, the 7-oad to 
preferment or honour ; the path to happi- 
ness ; the highway to ruin, &c. See Prov. 
vii. 26, 27. It means, thou wilt make 
Known to me life itself, i. e. thou wilt 
restore me to liih. The expressions in 
the Psalm are capable of this interpreta- 
tion without doing any violence to the 
text; and if the preceding verges refer to 
the death and burial of the Messiah, then 
the natural and proper meaniag of this is, 
that he would be restored to life again. 
f Thou hast made me full of joy. This 
expresses the feelings of the Messiah in 
view of the favour that would thus be 
showed him ; the resurrection from the 
dead, and the elevation to the right hand 
of God. It was this which is represented 
as sustaining him — the prospect of the 
joy that was before him, in heaven. Heb. 
xii. 2. Eph. i. 20—22. IT With thy coun- 
tenance. Literally, " with thy face," that 
is, in thy presence. The words counte- 
nance and presence mean the same thing; 
and denote favour, or the honour and 
happiness provided by being admitted to 
the presence of God. The prospect of 
the honour that would be bestowed on 
the Messiahj waB that which sustained 



freely speak unto you of the patri- 
arch David, that he is both dead 
and buried, and his sepulchre is 
with us unto this day. 



him. And this proves that the person 
contemplated in the Psalm expected to be 
raised from the dead, and exalted to the 
presence o£Go<3i. That expectation is new 
fulfilled; and the Messiah is now filled 
with joy in his exaltation to the throne of 
the universe. He has " ascended to his 
Father and our Father ;" he is " seated 
at the right hand of God ;" he has entered 
on that "joy which was set before him ;" 
he is *' crowned with glory and honour;" 
and " all things are put under his feet." 
In view of this, we may remark, (1.) That 
the Messiah had full and confident ex- 
pectation that he would rise from the 
dead. This the Lord Jesus always 
evinced, and often declared it to his dis- 
ciples. (2.) If the Saviour rejoiced in 
view of the glories before him, we should 
also. We should anticipate with joy an 
everlasting dwelling in the presence of 
God, and the high honour of sitting " with 
him on his throne, as he overcame, and is 
set down with the Father on his throne." 
(3.) The prospect of this should sustain 
us, as it did him, in the midst of persecu- 
tion, calamity, and trials. They will soon 
be ended ; and if we are his friends, we 
shall "overcome," as he did, and be ad- 
mitted to " the fulness of joy" above, and 
to the "right hand" of God, "where are 
pleasures for evermore." 

29. Men and brethren. This passage of 
the Psalms Peter now proves could not 
relate to David, but must have reference 
to the Messiah. He begins his argument 
in a respectful manner, addressing them 
as his brethren, though they had just 
charged him and the others with intoxi- 
cation. Christians should use the usual 
respectful forms of salutation, whatever 
conterriiSt and reproaches they may meet 
with from opposers. TT Let me freely speak. 
That is, ' It is lawful or proper to speak 
with boldness, or openly, respecting Da« 
vid.'. Though he was eminently a pious 
niaii ; though venerated by us" all as a 
king ; yet it is proper to say of h- m, that 
he is dead, and has returned to corrup 
tion. This was a delicate way of express- 
ing high respect for the monarch whom 
they all honoured ; and yet evincing bold- 
ness in examining a passage of Scripture 
which probably m^ny. supposed to have 
reference solely to him. ^ Of the patri^ 
arch David The word patriarch prcperiy 
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30 Therefore being * a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn ^ 
with an oath *= to him, that of the 

o2Sa.23.2. Z( 2Sa.7.12,13. P8.132.ll c He.5.17. 



means the head or ruler of a family ; and 
then the founder of a family, or an illus- 
trious ancestor. It was commonly applied 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, &c. by way 
of eminence; the illustrious founders of the 
Jewish nation. Heb. vii, 4. Acts vii. 8, 9. 
It was also applied to the heads of the 
families, or the chief men of the tribes of 
Israel. 1 Chron. xxiv. 31. 2 Chron. xix. 8, 
&c. It was thus a title of honour, denot- 
ing high respect. Applied to David, it 
means that he was the illustrious head or 
founder of the royal family, and implies 
Peter's intention not to say any thing dis- 
respectful of such a king; at the same 
time that he freely canvassed a passage 
of Scripture which had been supposed to 
refer to him. IT Dead and buried. The 
record of that fact they had in the Old 
Testament. There had been no pretence 
that he had risen, and therefore the Psalm 
eould not apply to him. H His sepulchre 
is with us. Is in the city of Jerusalem. 
Sepulchres were commonly situated with- 
out the walls of cities and the limits of 
villages. The custom of burying i?z towns 
was not commonly practised. This was 
true of other ancient nations as well as 
the Hebrews, and is still in eastern coun- 
tries, except in the case of kings and 
very distinguished men, whose ashes are 
permitted to repose 'within the walls of a 
city. 1 Sam. xxviii. 3, " Samuel was dead 
.... and Israel . . . . buried him in Ramah, 
in his own city." 2 Kings xxi. 18, " Ma- 
nasseh . . . . was buried in the garden of 
his own house." 2 Chron. xvi. 14, " Asa 
was buried in the city of David." 2 Kings 
xiv. 20. The sepulchres of the Hebrew 
kings were on mount Zion. 2 Chron. xxi. 
20 ; xxiv. 25 ; xxviii. 27 ; xxxii. 33 ; xxiv. 
16. 2 Kings xiv. 20. David was buried 
in the city of David (1 Kings ii. 10), with 
his fathers, i. e. on mount Zion, where he 
built a city called after his name. 2 Sam. 
V . 7- Of what.form the tombs of the kings 
wet's made is not certainly known. It is 
ftlraist certain, however, that they would 
h& constructed in a raagniiicent manner. 
The tombs were commonly excavations 
from rocks, or natural caves ; and sepul- 
chres cut out of the solid rock, of vast ex- 
tent, are known to have existed. The 
following account of the tomb called " the 
Bepulchre of the kings," is abridged from 
MaundrelL " The approach is through 
4n entrance cut out of a solid rook, which 



fruit of his loins, according to the 
flesh, he would raise up Christ to 
sit on his throne ; 



admits you into an open court about forty 
paces square, cut down into the rock. On 
the south side is a portiio nine paces long 
and four broad, hewn li levwse out of the 
solid rock. At the end if the portico is 
the descent to the sepu chres. The do 
scent is into a room aboi.t seven or eight 
yards square, cut out of he natural rock 
From this room there a e passages into 
six more, all of the same fabric with the 
first. In every one of thes ? rooms, except 
the first, were coffins plac 3d in niches in 
the sides of the chamber ' &c. (Maun- 
drell's Travels, p. 76.) L the tombs of 
the kings were of this fo*m, it is clear 
that they were works of gr^at labour and 
expense. Probably also there were, as 
there are now, costly and splendid monu- 
ments erected to the mep.ory of the 
mighty dead, f Unto this day. That the 
sepulchre of David was well known and 
honoured, is clear from Josephus. Antiq- 

b. vii. c. XV. $ 3. " He (David) was buried 
by his son Solomon in Jerusalem with 
great magnificence, and with all the other 
funeral pomps with which kings used 
to be buried. Moreover, he had im- 
mense wealth buried with him: for a 
thousand and three hundred years after- 
wards, Hyrcanus the high-priest, when he 
was besieged by Antiochus, and was de- 
sirous of giving him money to raise the 
siege, opened one room of David's sepul- 
chre, and took out three thousand talents. 
Hero3, many years afterward, opened an- 
other room, and took away a great deal 
of money," &c. See also Antiq. b. xiii. 

c. viii. § 4. The tomb of a monarch like 
David would be well known and had in 
reverence. Peter might, then, confidently 
appeal to their own belief and knowledge, 
that David had not been raised from the 
dead. No Jew believed or supposed it. 
All, by their care of his sepulchre, and 
by the honour with which they regarded 
his grave, believed that he had returned 
to corruption. The Psalm, therefore, 
could not apply to him. 

30. Therefore. As David was dead 
and buried, it was clear that he could 
not have referred to himself in this re- 
markable declaration. It followed that 
he must have had reference to some 
other one. ^ Being a prophet. One who 
foretold future events. That David was 
inspired, is clear. 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. Many 
of the prophecies relating to the Mefcmah 
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are found in the Psalms of David. Ps. 
xxii. 1. Comp, Matt, xxvii. 46. Luke xxiv. 
i4.— Fs. xxii. 18. Comp. Matt xxvii. 35.— 
Ps. Ixix. 21. Comp. Matt, xxvii. 34. 48.— 
Ps. Ixix. 25 Comp. Acts i. 20 IT And 
knowing. Knowing by what God had 
said to him respecting his posterity. 
H Had sworn with an oath. The places 
which speak of God as having sworn to 
David are found in Ps. ixxxix. 3, 4. "I 
have made a covenant with my chosen, 
I have sworn unto David my servant, 
Thy seed will I establish," &c. And Ps. 
cxxxii, 11, " The Lord hath sworn in truth 
unto David, he will not turn from it, Of 
the fruit of thy body will I set upon my 
throne." Ps. Ixxxix. 35, 36. The promise 
to which reference is made in all these 
places is in 2 Sam. vii. 11 — 16. IT Of the 
fruit of his loins. Of his descendants. 
Sec 2 Sara. vii. 12. Gen. xxxv. 11; xivi. 
2o. 1 Kings viii. 19, &c. "ff Accordi?ig to 
the Jlesh. That is, so far as the human 
nature of the Messiah was concerned, he 
would be descended from David. Ex- 
pressions like these are very remarkable. 
If the Messiah was only a man, they 
would be unmeaning. They are never 
used in relation to a mere man ; and they 
imply that the speaker or writer supposed 
that there pertained to the Messiah a na- 
ture which was not according to the 
flesh. See Rom. i. 3, 4 *ir He would raise 
up Christ That is, the Messiah. To raise 
up seed, or descendants, is to give them 
to him. The promises made to David in 
all these places had immediate reference 
to Solomon, and to his descendants. But 
it is clear that the New Testament wri- 
ters understood them as referring to the 
Messiah. And it is no less clear that the 
Jews understood that the Messiah was to 
be descended from David. Matt. xii. 23 ; 
xxi. 9 ; xxii. 42. 45. Mark xi. 10. John vii. 
42, &c. In what v\ray these promises that 
were made to David were understood as 
applying to the Messiah, it may not be 
easy to determine. The fact, however, 
is clear. The following remarks may 
throw some light on the subject. The 
kingdom which was promised to David 
was to have no end ; it was to be esta- 
blished for ever. Yet his descendants 
died, and all other kingdoms changed. 
The promise likewise stood bi/ itself; it 
was not made to any other of the Jewish 
kings ; nor v/ere similar declarations made 
of surrounding kingdoms and nations. It 
earao, therefore, gradually to be applied 
to that fiitare King and kingdom which 
was the hope of the nation j and their 
eyes were anxiously fixed on the long- 
expected Messiah. At the tjme that he 



came, it had become the settled doctrine 
of the Jews that he was to descend from 
David, and that his kingdom was to be 
perpetual. On this belief of the prophecy 
the apostles argued ; and the opinions of 
the Jews furnished a strong pohit by 
which they could convince them thai 
Jesus was the Messiah. Peter affirms 
that David was aware of this, and that ho 
so understood the promise as referring not 
only to Solomon, but in a far more im- 
portant sense to the Messiah. Happily, 
we have a commentary of David himself 
also, as expressing his own views of that 
promise. That comment is found particu- 
larly in the iid, xxiid, Ixixth, and xvith 
Psalms. In these Psalms there can be no 
doubt that David looked forward to the 
coming of the Messiah ; and there can 
be as little that he regarded the promise 
made to him as extending to his coming 
and his reign. 

It may be remarked, tliat there are 
some important variations in the manu. 
scripts in regard to this verse. The ex- 
pression ''according to the flesh" is omit- 
ted in many MSS. and is now left out by 
Griesbach in his New Testament. It is 
omitted also by the ancient Syriac and 
Ethiopic versions, and by the Latin Vul- 
gate. "^ To sit on his throne. To be his 
successor in his kingdom. Saul was the 
first of the kings of Israel. The kingdom 
was taken away from him and his poste- 
rity, and conferred on David and his de- 
scendants. It was determmed that it 
should be continued in the family of Da- 
vid, and no more go out of his family, as 
it had from the family of Saul. The pe- 
culiar characteristic of David as king, or 
that which distinguished him from the 
other kings of the earth, was, that he 
reigned over the people of God. Israel 
was his chosen people ; and the kingdom 
was over that nation. Hence he thai 
should reign over the people of God, 
though in a manner somewhat different 
from David, would be regarded as occu 
pying his throne, and as being his succes 
sor. The form of the administration might 
be varied, but it would still retain its 
prime characteristic, as being a reign 
over the people of God. In this sense the 
Messiah sits on the throne of David. He 
is his descendant and successor. He has 
an empire over all the friends of the Most 
High. And as that kingdom is destined 
to fill the earth, and to be eternal in the 
heavens, so it may be said that it is a 
kingdom which shall have no end. It is 
spiritual, but not the less real; defended 
not with carnal weapons, but not the less 
really defended; advanced not by the 
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31 He, seeing this before, * spake 
ol the resurrection of Christ, that 
his soul was not left in hell, neither 
liis flesh did see corruption. 

32 This ^ Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof ''we all are witnesses. 



olPe. 1.11,12. 



c Lu.24.48 



sword and the din of arms, but not the 
less really advanced against principalities 
and powers, and spiritual wickedness in 
high places ; not under a visible head and 
earthly monarch, but not less really under 
the Captain of salvation, and the King 
of kings. 

31. He, seeing this hefore,&,c. By the 
spirit of prophecy. From this it appears 
that David had distinct views of the great 
doctrines pertaining to the Messiah. 
IT Spake, &c. See Ps. xvi. IT That his 
soul, &c. See Note on ver. 27. 

32. This Jesus. Peter, having shown 
that it was predicted that the Messiah 
would rise, now affirms that it was done 
in the case of Jesus. If it was a matter 
of prophecy, all objection to the truth of 
the doctrine was taken away, and the 
only question was, whether there was 
evidence that this had been done. The 
proof of this Peter now alleges, and offers 
his own testimony, and that of his bre- 
triren, to the truth of this great and glori- 
ous fact. IT We all are witnesses. It seems 
probable that Peter refers here to the 
whole one hundred and twenty who were 
present, and who were ready to attest.it 
in any manner. The matter which was 
to be proved was, that Jesus was seen 
alive after he had been put to death. 
The apostles were appointed to bear wit- 
ness of this. And we are told by Paul 
(1 Cor. XV. 6), that he was seen by more 
than five hundred brethren, i. e. Chris- 
tians, at one time. The hundred and 
twenty assembled on this occasion were 
doubtless part of the number, and were 
ready to attest this. This was the proof 
that Peter alleged ; and the strength of 
this proof was, and should have been, 
perfectly irresistible. (1.) They had seen 
him themselves. They did not conjecture 
it, or reason about it ; but they had the 
evidence on which men act every day, 
and which must be regarded as satisfac- 
tory — the evidence of their own senses. 
(2.) The number was such they could not 
be imposed on. If one hundred and 
twerxty persons could not prove a plain 
matter of fact, nothing could be esta- 
blished by testimony ; there could be no 
w'av of arriving at any facts. '3.) The 

E 



33 Therefore, "^ being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having "^ 
received of the Father the promise 
of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed 
forth this •'' which ye now see and 
hear. 

d c.5,31. Ph.2.9. e Jno.l6,Y,13. c.1.4. /Cl0.i5 
Ep.4.8. 

thing to be established was a plain mat- 
ter. It was not tliat they saw him rise. 
That they never pretended. Impostors 
wojild have done thus. But it was that 
they saw him, talked, walked, ate, dnuik 
with him, being alive after he had been 
crucified. The fa"^ of his death was 
matter of Jewish record; and no one 
called it in question. The only fact for 
Christianity to make out was that he was 
seen alive afterwards ; and this was at- 
tested by many witnesses. (4.) They had 
no interest in deceiving the world in this 
thing. There was no prospect of plea 
sure, wealth, or honour in doing it. (5/ 
They oflfered themselves novv as ready to 
endure any sufferings, or to die, in attesta 
tion of the truth of this event. 

33. Therefore, being by the right hand. 
The right hand among the Hebrews was 
often used Xo denoie power ; and the ex- 
pression here means, not that he was ex- 
alted to the right hand of God, but by his 
power. He was raised from the dead by 
his power, and borne to heaven, triumph- 
ant over all his enemies. The use of the 
word right hand to denote power is com 
mon in the Scriptures. Job xl. 14, " Thint 
own right hand can save thee." Ps. xvii, 
7, " Thou savest by thy right hand them 
that trust in thee." Ps. xviii. 35 ; xx. 6 ; 
xxi. 8 ; xliv. 3 ; Ix. 5, &c. ^.Exalted. Con- 
stituted King and Messiah in heaven. 
Raised up from his condition of humilia- 
tion to the glory which he had with the 
Father before the world was. John xvii. 
5. And having received, &c. The Holy 
Ghost was promised to the disciples be- 
fore his death. John xiv. 26 ; xv. 26 ; xvi. 
13-— 15. It was expressly declared, (1.) 
That the Holy Ghost would not be given 
except the liord Jesus should return to 
heaven (John xvi. 1)\ and (2.) That this 
gift was in the power of the Father, and 
that he would send him. John xiv. 26; 
XV. 26. This promise was now fulfilled, 
and those who witnessed the extraordi 
nary scene before them could not doubt 
that it was the effect of divine power 
f Hath shed forth this, &c. This power 
of speaking different languages, and de 
daring the truth of the gospel. In this 
way Peter accounts for the remarkable 
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34: For David is not ascended 
into the heavens : but he saith him- 
self, The Lord ** said unto my Lord, 
Sit Ihou on my right hand, 

■ a Ps.110.1. Matt,22.44. 



events before them. It could not be pro- 
duced by new wine, ver. 15. It was ex- 
pressly foretold, ver. 16 — 21. It was pre- 
dicted that Jesus would rise, ver. 22— 31. 
The apostles were witnesses that he had 
risen, and that he had promised that the 
Holy Spirit should descend ; and the ful- 
filment of this promise was a rational way 
of accounting for the scene before them. 
It was unanswerable ; and the effect on 
those who witnessed it was such as might 
be expected. 

34, 35. For David is not ascended into 
the heavens. That is, David has not 
risen from the dead, and ascended to 
heaven. This further shows that Ps. xvi. 
could not refer to David, but must refer 
to the Messiah. Great as they esteemed 
David, and much as they were accus- 
tomed to apply these expressions of the 
Scripture to him, yet they could not be 
applicable to him. They must refer to 
some other being; and especially that 
passage which Peter now proceeds to 
quote. It was of great importance to 
show that these expressions could not ap- 
ply to David, and also that David bore tes- 
timony to the exalted character and dig- 
nity of the Messiah. Hence Peter here 
adduces David himself as affirming that 
the Messiah was to be exalted to a dig- 
nity far above his own. This does not 
affirm that David was not saved, or that 
his spirit had not ascended to heaven, but 
that he had not been exalted in the hea- 
vens in the sense in which Peter was 
speaking of the Messiah. IT But he saith 
himself. Ps. ex. 1. TT The Lord. The 
email capitals used in translating the 
word Lord in the Bible, denote that the 
original w5rd is Jehovah. The Hebrews 
regarded this as the peculiar name of God, 
a name incommunicable to anjr other 
being. It is not applied to any being but 
God in the Scriptures. The Jews had 
such a reverence for it that they never 
pronounced it ; but when it occurred in 
the Scriptures they pronounced another 
name, Adoni. Here it means, Jehovah 
said, &c. IT My Lord. This is a differ- 
ent word in the Hebrew: it is Adoni. 
•^i-^N. It properly is applied by a servant 
to his master, or a subject to his sovereign, 
or is used as a title of respect by an infe- 
rior to a superior. It means here, * Jeho- 
vah said to him whom I, David, acknow- 
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make thy foes thy 



35 Until I 
footstool. 

36 Therefore let all the house * 
of Israel know assuredly, that '^ God 

h Zec.13.1. c c.6.31. 



ledge to be my superior and sovereign. 
Thus, though he regarded him as his de- 
scendant according to the flesh, yet he 
regarded him also as his superior ana 
Lord. By reference to this passage ouj 
Saviour confounded the Pharisees. Matt 
xxii. 42 — 46. That the passage m this 
Psalm refers to the Messiah is clear. Ou. 
Saviour, in Matt. xxii. 42, expressly ap- 
plied it thus, and in such a manner as to 
show that this v;as the well-understood 
doctrine of the Jews. See Notes on Matt, 
xxii. 42, &c. 

36. Therefore, let all, &c. ' Convinced 
by the prophecies ; by our testimony, and 
by the remarkable scene exhibited on the 
day of Pentecost ; let all be convinced 
that the true Messiah has come, and Jias 
been exalted to heaven.' -n" House rf Is- 
rael. The word house often means/amzZ?/; 
Ifit all the family of Israel, i. e. all the na- 
tion of the Jews, know this, ff Know as- 
suredly. Be assured, or know without 
any hesitation, or possibility of mistake. 
This is the sum of his argument, or his 
discourse. He had established the points 
which he purposed to prove ; and he now 
applies it to his hearers. TT God hath made. 
God hath appointed, or constituted. See 
ch. V. 31. IT That same Jesus. The very 
person who had suffered. He was raised 
with the same body, and had the same 
soul ; was the same being, as distinguished 
from all others. So Christians, in the re- 
surrection, will be the same beings that 
they were before they died. IT Whom ye 
crucifed. See ver. 23. There was no- 
thing better fitted to show them the guilt 
of having done this, than the argument 
which Peter used. He showed them that 
God had sent him; that he was the Mes- 
siah ; that God had showed his love for 
him, in raising him from the dead The 
Son of God, and the hope of their nation, 
they had put to death. He was not an 
impostor; nor a man sowing sedition; 
nor a blasphemer; but the Messiah of 
God ; and they had imbrued their hanas 
in his blood. — ^There is nothing better fit- 
ted to make sinners fear and tremble, 
than to show them that in rejecting 
Christ, they have rejected God ; in refus- 
ing to serve him, they have refur>ed to 
serve God, The crime of sinners has a 
double malignity, as committed against a 
kind aiid lovely Saviour, and against tliti 
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hath made that same Jesus, whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord ^ and 
Christ.*' 
37 Now when they heard this^ 

a Jno.3.35. b P8.2.2,6-8. 



God who loved him, and appointed him 
to save men. Comp. ch. iii. 14, 15. U Both 
Lord. The word lord properly denotes 
-proprietor master, or sovereign. Here it 
means clearly that God had exalted him 
to be the king so long expected ; and that 
he had given him dominion in the hea- 
vens ; or as we should say, ruler of all 
things. The extent of this dominion may 
be seen in John xvii. 2, Eph. i. 21, &c. 
In the exercise of this office, he now rules 
in heaven and on earth ; ahd will yet 
come to judge the world. This truth was 
particularly fitted to excite their fear. 
They had murdered their Sovereign, now 
shown to be raised from the dead, and in- 
trusted with infinite power. They had 
reason, therefore, to fear that he would 
come forth in vengeance, and punish 
them for their crimes. Sinners, in oppos- 
ing the Saviour, are at war with their 
hving and mighty Sovereign and Lord. 
He has all power ; and it is not safe to 
contend against the Judge of the hving 
and the dead. IT And Christ Messiah. 
They had thus crucified the hope of their 
nalion; imbrued their hands in the blood 
of him to whom the prophets had looked ; 
and put to death that Holy One, the pros- 
pect of whose coming had sustained the 
most holy men of the world in afRiction, 
and cheered them when they looked on 
to fiiture years. That hope of their fa- 
thers had come, and they had put him to 
death ; and it is no wonder that the con- 
sciousness of this, that a sense of guilt, 
and shame, and confusion, should over- 
whelm their minds, and lead them to ask 
in deep distress what they should do ? 

37. Now when they heard this. When 
they heard this declaration of Peter, and 
this proof that Jesus was the Messiah. 
There was no fanaticism in his discourse; 
it was cool, close, pungent reasoning. 
He proved to them the truth of what he 
was saying, and thus prepared the way 
for this effect. % They were pricked in 
ilielr heart. The v/ord translated were 
pricked, xarswyiicniiv,. is not used else- 
where in the New Testament. It pro- 
perly denotes to pierce or penetrate with a 
needle, lancet, or sharp instrument ; and 
then to pierce with grief, or acute pain of 
any kind. It answers precisely to our 
word compunction. It implies also the 
idea of sudden as well as acute grief In 



they weie pricked ^ in their heart, 
and said unto Peter and to the rest 
of the apostles, Men a7id brethren, 
what ^ shall we do] 

c Eze.7.16. Z''C.12.10. dc.G.Oj 16.30. 

this case it means that they were sud- 
denly and deeply aflected Vvith anguish 
and alarm at what Peter had said. The 
causes of their grief may have been 
these : (1.) Their sorrow that the Messiah 
had been put to death by his own coun- 
trymen. (2.) Their deep sense of guilt in 
having done this. There would be min- 
gled here a remembrance of ingratitude, 
and a consriousness that they had been 
guilty of murder of the most aggravated 
and horrid kind, that of having killed 
their own Messiah. (3.) The fear of his 
wrath. He was still alive, exalted to be 
their Lord, and intrusted with all power. 
They were afraid of his vengeance ; they 
were conscious that they deserved it ; and 
they supposed that they were exposed to 
it. (4.) What they had done could not be 
undone. The guilt remained ; they could 
not wash it out. They had imbrued their 
hands in the blood of innocence; and the 
guilt of that oppressed their souls. This 
expresses the usual feelings which shi- 
ners have when they are convicted of 
sin. TT Men and brethren. This was an 
expression denoting afiectionate earnest- 
ness. Just before this they mocked the 
disciples, and charged them with being 
filled with new wine. ver. 13. They 
now treated them with respect and con- 
fidence. The views which sinners have 
of Christians and Christian ministers- are 
greatly changed when they are under 
conviction for sin. Before that, they may 
deride and oppose them : then, they are 
glad to be taught by the obscurest Chris- 
tian; and even cling to a minister of the 
gospel as if he could save them by his 
own power, f What shall we do ? What 
shall we do to avoid the wrath of this 
crucified and exalted Messiah? They 
were apprehensive of his vengeance, and 
they wished to know how to avoid it. 
Never was a more important question 
asked than this. It is the question which 
all convicted sinners ask. It implies an 
apprehension of danger; a sense of guilt, 
and a readiness to yield the will to the 
claims of God. This was the saixie question 
asked by Paul (Acts ix. 6) ; " Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?" and by the 
jailer (Acts xvi. 30) ; " He .... came trem- 
bling.. .. and said, Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved ?" The state of mind in this 
case— the case of a convicted sintier — con 
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sists in, (1.) A deep sense of the evil of the 
past Hfe ; remembrance of a thousand 
crimes perhaps before forgotten ; a per- 
vading and deepening conviction that the 
heart, and conversation, and life has been 
evil, and deserves condemnation. (2.) Ap- 
prehension about the justice of God; alarm 
when the mind looks upward to him, or 
onward to the day of death and judgment. 
(3.) An earnest wish, amounting some- 
times to agony, to be delivered from this 
sense of condemnation, and this appre- 
hension of the future. (4.) A readiness 
to sacrifice all to the will of God, to sur- 
render the governing purpose of the 
mind, and to do what he requires. Tn 
this state the soul is prepared to receive 
the offers of eternal life; and when the 
sinner comes to this, the offers of mercy 
meet his case, and he yields himself to 
the Lord Jesus, arid finds peace. 

In regara to this discourse of Peter, and 
this remarkable result^ we may observe, 
(1.) That this is the first discourse which 
was preached after the ascension of 
Christ, and is a model which the minis- 
ters of religion should imitate. (2.) It is 
a clear and close argument There is no 
ranting, no declamation, nothing but truth 
presented in a clear and striking manner, 
[t abounds with proof of his main point ; 
and supposes that his hearers were ra- 
tional beings, and capable of being influ- 
enced by truth. Ministers have no right 
to address men as incapable of reason and 
thought ; nor to imagine that because they 
are speaking on religious subjects, that 
therefore they are at liberty to speak non- 
sense. (3.) Though these were eminent 
sinners, and had added to the crime of 
murdering the Messiah that of deriding 
the Holy Ghost and the ministers of the 
gospel, yet Peter reasoned with them 
coolly, and endeavoured to convince them 
of their guilt. Men should be treated as 
endowed with reason, and as, capable of 
seeing the force and beauty of the great 
truths of religion. (4.) The arguments 
of Peter were adapted to make this im- 
pression on their minds, and to impress 
them deeply with the sense of their guilt. 
He proved to them that they had been 
guilty of putting the Messiah to death ; 
that God had raised him up; and that 
'they were now in the midst of the scenes 
which established one strong proof of the 
truth of what he was saying. No class 
of truths could have been so well adapted 
to make an impression of their guilt as 
these. (5.) Conviction for sin is a rational 
process on a sinner's mind. It is the pro- 
per state produced by a view of the past 
mm It is suffering truth to make an ap- 



propriate impression ; suflering the mind 
to feel as it ought to feel The man who 
is guilty, ought to be willing to see and 
confess it. It is no disgrace to conliees an 
error, or to feel deeply when we know 
we are guilty. Disgrace consists in a hy- 
pocritical desire to conceal crime; in tlie 
pride that is unwilling to avovv' it; in the 
falsehood which denies it. To feel it, and 
to acknowledge it, is the mark of an open 
and ingenuous mind- (6.) These samt 
truths are adapted still to produce con 
viction for sin. The sinner's treatrnenJ 
of the Messiah should produce grief ano 
alarm. Pie did not murder him; but he 
has rejected him : he did not crown hiir 
with thorns; but he has despised him 
he did not insult him when hanging on 
the cross ; but he has a thousand times 
insulted him since : he did not pierce his 
side with the spear ; but he has pierced 
his heart by rejecting him, and contemn- 
ing his mercy. For these things he should 
weep. In the Saviour's resurrection he 
has also a deep interest., He rose as the 
pledge that we may rise : and when the 
sinner looks forward, he should remem 
ber that he must meet the ascended Son 
of God. Tlie Saviour reigns ; he lives. 
Lord of all. The sinner's deeds now are 
aimed at his throne, and his heart, and his 
crown. AH his crimes are seen by his 
Sovereign ; and it is not safe to mock the 
Son of God on his throne ; or to despise 
him who will soon come to judgment 
When the sinner feels these truths, he 
should tremble, and cry out, What shall 1 
do? (7.) We see here how the Spirit ope- 
rates in producing conviction of sin. It is 
not in an arbitrary manner ; it is in ac- 
cordance with truth, and by the truth. 
Nor have we a right to expect that he 
will convict and convert men, except as 
the ir?ith is presented to their minds. 
They who desire success in the gospel 
should present clear, striking, and im- 
pressive truth; for such only God is ac- 
customed to bless. (8.) We have in the 
conduct of Peter and the other apostles, 
a striking instance of the power of the gos- 
pel. Just before, Peter, trembling and 
afraid, had denied his master with an 
oath. Now, in the presence of the mur- 
derers of the Son of God, he boldly charg- 
ed them with their crime, and dared their 
fury. Just before, all the disciples for 
sook the Lord Jesus, and fled. Now, m 
the presence of his murderers, they lifted 
their voice, and proclaim.ed their guilt and 
danger, even in the city where he had 
been just arraigned and put to death. 
What Gould have prodnced this change 
but the power of God 1 And i s there no t 
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38 Then Peter said unto them, 
^ Repent, and be baptized every one 
cf you in the name of Jesus Christ, 

a Lu.24.47. c.3.19. 



proof here that a religion which produces 
such changes came from heaven ? 

38. Then Peter said unto them, Peter 
had been the chief speaker, though others 
had also addressed them. He now, in 
the name of all, directed the multitude 
what to do. f Repent See Note, Matt, 
iii. 2. Repentance implies sorrow for sin 
as committed against God, with a purpose 
to forsake it. It is not merely a fear of 
the consequences, or of the wrath of God 
m hell. It is such a view of sin as evil 
in itself, as to lead the mind to hate it and 
forsake it. Laying aside all view of the 
punishment of sin, the true penitent hates 
jt. Even if sin was the means of procur- 
ii\g him happiness ; if it would promote his 
gratification, and be unattended with any 
future punishment, he would hate it and 
turn from it. The mere fact that it is 
ei;i7, and that God hates it, is a sufficient 
reason why those who are truly penitent 
should hate it and forsake it. False re- 
pentance dreads the consequences of sin ; 
true repentance dreads sin itself. These 
persons whom Peter addressed had been 
merely alarmed ; they were afraid of 
wrath, and especially of the wrath of the 
Messiah. They had no true sense of sin 
as an evil, but were simply afraid of 
punishment. This alarm Peter did not 
regard as by any means genuine repent- 
ance. Such conviction for sin would 
soon wear off, unless repentance became 
tliorough and complete. Hence he told 
them to repent, to turn from sin, to exer- 
cise sorrow for it as an evil and bitter 
thing, and to express their sorrow in the 
proper manner. We may learn here, 
1.) That there is no safety in mere con- 
viction for sin : it may soon pass off, and 
.eave the soul as thoughtless as before. 
(5.) There is no goodness or holiness m 
mer© alarm or conviction. The devils 
.... tremble, A man may fear, who yet 
has a firm purpose to do evil if he can 
do it with impunity. (3.) Many are great- 
ly troubled and alarmed who yet never 
repent. There is no situation where souls 
are so easily deceived as here. Alarm is 
taken for repentance ; trembling for godly 
sorrow ; and the fear of wTath is taken to 
be the true fear of God. (4.) True re- 
pentance is the only thing in such a state 
of mind that can give any relief An in- 
genuous confession of sin, a solemn pur- 
pose to forsake it, and a true haired of it, 
s2 



for the remission of sins, aiid ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 



is the only thing that can give the mind 
true composure. Such is the constitution 
of the mind, that nothing else will furnish 
relief But the moment we are willing 
to make an open confession of guilt, the 
mind is delivered of its burden, and tho 
convicted soul finds peace. Till this is 
done, and the hold on sin is broken, there 
can be no peace. (5.) We see here what 
direction is to be given to a convicted 
sinner. We are not to direct him to wait; 
nor to suppose that he is in a good way ; 
nor to continue to seek; nor to call him 
a mourner ; nor to take sides with him, as 
if God were wrong and harsh; nor to 
tell him to read, and search, and postpone 
the subject to a future time. We are to 
direct him to repent; to mourn over his 
sins, and to forsake them. Religion de- 
mands that he should a« once surrender 
himself to God by genuine repentance , 
by confession that God is right, and that 
he was wrong ; and by a firm purpose to 
live a life of holiness. IF Be baptized. 
See Note, Matt. iii. 6. The direction 
which Ghrist gave to his apostles was, 
that they should baptize all who believed 
Matt, xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 16. The Jews 
had not been baptized ; a;nd a baptism 
now would be a profession of the religion 
of Christ, or a declaration made before 
the world that they embraced Jesus as 
their Messiah. It was equivalent to say- 
ing that they should publicly and profess- 
edly embrace Jesus Christ as their Sa 
viour. The gospel requires such a pro- 
fession ; and no one is at liberty to with 
hold it. And a similar declaration is to 
be made to all who are inquiring the way 
to life. They are to exercise repentance ; 
and then, without any unnecessary de- 
lay, to evince it in the ordinances of the 
gospel. If men are unwilling to profess 
religion, they have none. If they will 
not, in the proper way, show that they are 
truly attached to Christ, it is proof that 
they have no such attachment. Baptism 
is the application of water, as expressive 
of the need of purification, and as emblem- 
atic of the influences from God that can 
alone cleanse the soul. It is also a form 
of dedication to the service of God. If In 
the name of Jesus Christ Not £*?, but 
sttI. The usual form of baptism is into 
the name of the Father, &c. ^ig. Here it 
does not mean to be baptized by the au 
ihority of Jesus Christ; but it means to bft 
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baptized for him and his service ; to be 
consecrated in this way, and by this pub- 
He profession, iJo him, and to his cause. 
The ?^(2»^e of Jesus Christ means the same 
as Jesus Christ himself. To be baptized 
to his name is to be devoted to kim. The 
word name is often thus used. And the 
profession which they were to make 
amounted to this : a confession of sins ; a 
hearty purpose to turn from them ; a re- 
ception of Jesus as the Messiah, and as 
their Saviour ; and a determination to be- 
come his followers, and to be devoted to 
his service. Thus (1 Cor. x. 2), to be 
daptizedunto Moses means to take him as 
the leader and guide. It does not follow 
that in. administering" the ordinance of 
baptism they used only the name of Jesus 
Christ. It is much more probable that 
they used the form prescribed by the Sa- 
viour himself (Matt, xxviii. 19) ; though 
as the peculiar mark of a Christian is that 
he receives and honours Jesus Christ, 
this name is used here as implying the 
whole. The same thing occurs in Acts 
xix. 5. ^ For the remission of sms. Not 
merely the sin of crucifying the Messiah, 
but of all sins. There is nothing in bap- 
tism itself that can wash away sin. That 
can be done only by the pardoning mercy 
of God through the atonement of Christ. 
But baptism is expressive of a willingness 
to be pardoned in that way; and a solemn 
declaration of our conviction that there is 
no other way of remission. He who comes 
to be baptized, comes with a professed 
conviction that he is a sinner, that there 
is no other way of mercy but in the gos- 
pel, and with a professed willingness to 
comply with the terms of salvation, and 
receive it as it is offered through Jesus 
Christ. ^ And ye shall receive, &c. The 
gift of the Holy Ghost here does not mean 
his extraordinary gifts, or the power of 
working miracles. But it simply means, 
you shall partake of the influences of the 
Holy Ghost as far as they may be adapted 
to your case, as far as may be needful for 
your comfort, and peace, and sanctifica- 
tion. There is no evidence that they 
w^ere all endowed with the power of 
working miracles ; nor does the connex- 
ion of the passage require us thus to un- 
derstand it. Nor does it mean that they 
had not been awakened by his influences. 
All true conviction is from him. John xvi. 
8-10. But it is also the office of the Spi- 
rit to comfort, to enlighten, to give peace, 



that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call. 



and thus to give evidence that the soul is 
born again. To this, probably, Peter re- 
fers; and this all who are born again, and 
profess faith in Christ, possess. There ia 
peace, calmness, joy ; there is evidence of 
piety, and that evidence is the. product 
of the influences of the Spirit. " The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace," &c. 
Gal. V. 22. 24. 

39. For the promise. That is, the pro- 
mise respecting the particular thing of 
which he was speaking-— the influences 
of the Holy Ghost. This promise he had 
adduced in the beginning of his discourse 
(ver. 17), and he now applies it to them. 
As the Spirit was promised to descend 
on Jews and their sons and daughters, 
it was applicable to them in the circum- 
stances in which they then were. The 
only hope of lost sinners is in the promises 
of God ; and the only thing that can give 
comfort to a soul that is convicted of sin 
is the hope that God will pardon and save. 
If To you. To you Jews, even though 
you have crucified the Messiah. The 
promise had especial reference to the 
Jewish people. 1[ To your children. In 
Joel, to their sons and daughters, who 
should, nevertheless, be old enough to 
prophesy. Similar promises occur in Isa. 
xliv.3, " I will pour my Spirit on thy seed, 
and my blessing on thine offspring," and 
Isa. lix. 21. In these and similar places, 
their descendants ov posterity are denoted. 
It does not refer to children as children, 
and should not be adduced to establish 
the propriety of infant baptism, or as ap- 
plicable particularly to infants. It is a 
promise, indeed, to parents that the bless- 
ings of salvation shall not be confined to 
parents, but shall be extended also to 
their posterity. Under this promise pa- 
rents may be encouraged to train up their 
children for God ; to devote them to his 
service ; believing that it is the gracious 
purpose of God to perpetuate the bless' 
ings of salvation from age to age. % To 
aU. To the whole race ; not limited to 
Jews. ^ Afar off. To those in other 
lands. It is probable that Peter here re- 
ferred to the Jews who were scattered in 
other nations ; for he does not seem yet 
to have understood that the gospel was 
to be preached to the Gentiles. See ch. x. 
Yet the promise was equally applicable 
to the Gentiles as the Jews ; and the apos- 
tleswei'eafter wardsbrought to understand 
it. Acts X. Horn. x. 12. 14—20 ; xi. The 
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40 And with many otliei words 
did he testify and exhort, saying, 



Gentiles are sometimes clearly indicated 
by the expression " afar off," (Eph, ii. 13. 
]7); and thej'-are represented as ha dng 
been brought nigh by the blood of Christ. 
The phrase is equally applicable to those 
who have been far off from God by their 
81713 and their evil affections. To them 
dso the promise is extended if they will 
return. '^ Even as many, &c. The pro- 
mise is not to those who do not hear the 
Sfospel, nor to those who do not obey it; 
but it is to those to whom God in his gra- 
cious providence shall send it. He has 
the power and right to pardon. The 
meaning of Peter is, that the promise is 
ample, full, free ; that it is fitted to all, and 
may be applied to all ; that there is no de- 
fect or want in the provisions or promises ; 
but that God may extend it to whomso- 
ever he pleases. We see here how ample 
and full are the offers of mercy. God is 
not limited in the provisions of his grace ; 
but the plan is applicable to all mankind. 
It is also the purpose of God to send it to 
all men; and he has given a solemn 
charge to his church to do it. We cannot 
reflect but with deep pain on the fact that 
these provisions have been made, fully 
made; that they are adapted to allmen; and 
yet that by his people they have been ex- 
tended to so small a portion of the human 
family. If the promise of life is to all, it is 
the duty of the church to send to all the 
message of eternal mercy. 

40. Ma7iy other words. This discourse, 
though one of the longest in the New 
Testaraent, is but an outline. It contains, 
however, the substance of the plan of 
mercy ; and is admirably arranged to ob- 
tain its object. IT Testify. Bear witness to. 
He bore witness to the promises of Chris- 
tianity, to the truths pertaining to the 
danger of sirmers; and to the truth re- 
specting the character of that generation. 
IF Exhort Ho entreated them by argu- 
ments and promises. IF Save yourselves. 
This expression here denotes, preserve 
yourselves from the influence, opinions, 
and fate, of this generation. It implies 
that they wx^re to use diligence and effort 
to deliver themselves. God deals with 
men as free agents. He calls upon them 
to put forth their own power and effort to 
be saved. Unless men put forth their 
own strength and exertion, they will ne- 
ver be saved. When they are saved, 
they will ascribe to God the praise for 
having inclined them to seek him, p.nd 
^r the grace whereby they are saved 



Save yourselves from this untowara 
generation. 



IF This generation. This age or race of 
men, the Jew^s then living. They were 
not to apprehend danger from them from 
which they were to deliver themselves , 
but they were to apprehend danger from 
he'mg with then\, united in their plans 
designs, and feelings. From the influence 
of their opinions, &c. they were to escaj)e. 
That generation was signally corrupt and 
wicked. See Matt, xxiii. xii. 39; xvi. 4 
Mark viii. 38. They had crucified the 
Messiah ; and they were for their sins 
soon to be destroyed. ^Untoward. "Pci- 
verse, refractory, not easily guided or 
taught." (Webster.) The same characte. 
our Saviour had given of that generaticf 
in Matt. xi. 16—19. This character they 
had shown uniformly. They were smooth 
cunning, plausible; but they were cor- 
rupt in principle, and wicked in conduct 
The Pharisees had a vast hold on the 
people. To break away from them was 
to set at defiance all their power and doc 
trines ; to alienate themselves from tneir 
teachers and friends; to brave the power 
of those in office, and those who had long 
claimed the right of teaching and guiding 
the nation. The chief danger of those 
who were now awakened was from this 
generation; that they would deride, or 
denounce, or persecute them, and induce 
them to abandon their seriousness, and 
turn back to their sins. And hence Peter 
exhorted them at once to break off from 
them, and give themselves to Christ. We 
may hence learn, (1.) That if sinners will 
be saved they must make an effort. There 
is no promise to any unless they will exert 
themselves. (2.) The principal danger 
which besets those who are avvakened 
arises from tneir former companions. 
They are often wicked, cunning, rich 
and mighty. They may be their kindred, 
and will seek to drive off their serious 
impressions by derision, or argument, or 
persecution. They have a mighty hold 
on the affections ; and they will seek to 
use it to prevent those who are awakened 
from becoming Christians. (3.) Those who 
are awakened should resolve at once to 
break off from their evil companions, and 
unite themselves to Christ and his people. 
There may be no other way in which 
this can be done than by resolving to for- 
sake .the society of those who are infidels, 
and scoffers, and profane. They should 
forsake the world, and give themselves 
up to God, and resolve to have only so 
much intercourse with the world as raav 
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41 1 hen they that gladly receiv- 
ed his word were baptized : and 
the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls. 



be required by duty, and as may be con- 
sistent with a supreme purpose to Hve to 
the honour of God. 

41. They that gladly received. The word 
rendered gladly means freely, cheerfully, 
joyfully. It implies that they did it with- 
out compulsion, and with joy. Religion 
is not compulsion. They who become 
Christians do it cheerfully; and do it re- 
joicing in the privilege of becoming re- 
conciled to God through Jesus Christ. 
Though so many received his word and 
were baptized, yet it is implied that there 
were others who did not. It is probable 
that there were multitudes assembled who 
were alarmed, but who did w of receive 
the word with joy. In all revivals there 
are many who become alarmed, who are 
anxious about their souls, but who refuse 
the gospel, and again become thoughtless, 
and are ruined. IT His word. The mes- 
sage which Peter had spokon respecting 
the pardon of sins through Jesus Christ. 
T[ Were baptized. That is, those who pro- 
fessed a readiness to embrace the offers 
of salvation. The narrative plainly im- 
plies that this was done the same day. 
I'heir conversion was instantaneous. The 
demand on them was to yield themselves 
at once to God. And their profession was 
made, and the ordinance which sealed 
their profession administered without de- 
lay. IT And the same day. The discourse 
of Peter commenced at nine o'clock in 
the morning, ver. 15, How long it con- 
tinued it is not said ; but the ceremony 
of admitting them to the church and of 
baptizing them was evidently performed 
on the same day. The mode in which 
this is done is not mentioned; but it is 
highly improbable that in the midst of the 
city of Jerusalem three thousand persons 
were wholly immersed in one day. The 
whole narrative supposes that it was all 
done in the city ; and yet there is no pro- 
bability that there were conveniences 
there for immersing so many persons in a 
single day. Besides, in the ordinary way 
of administering baptism by immersion, it 
IS difficult to conceive that so many per- 
sons could have been immersed in so 
short a time. There k, indeed, here no 
positive joroo/* that they were not immers- 
ed ; but the narrative is one of those in- 
cidental circumstances often much more 
satisfactory than philological discussion, 



42 And ** they continued stead- 
fastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers. 



o lCor.11.2. He.10.25. 



that show the extreme improbability that 
all this was done by wholly immei*sing 
tliem in water. It may be further re- 
marked that here is an example of \eiy 
quick admission to the church. It was 
the first great work of grace under the 
gospel. It was the model of all revivals 
of rehgion. And it was doubtless intend- 
ed that this should be a specimen of the 
manner in which the ministers of religion 
should conduct in regard to admissions to 
the Christian church. Prudence is indeed 
required ; but this example furnishes no 
warrant for advising persons who profess 
their willingness to obey Jesus Christ, to 
delay uniting with the church. If per- 
sons give evidence of piety, of true hatred 
of sin, an4 of attachment to the Lord Je- 
sus, they should unite themselves to his 
people without delay. IT There wereadded^ 
To the company of disciples, or to the fol- 
lowers of Christ. IF Sovls. Persons. Comp. 
1 Pet. iii. 20. Gen. xii. 5. It is not affirmed 
that ail this took place in one part of Je- 
rusalem, or that it was all done at once ; 
but it is probable that this was what was 
afterwards ascertained to be the fruit of 
this day's labour, the result of this revi- 
val of religion. This was the first effusion 
of the Holy Spirit under the preaching of 
the gospel ; and it shows that such scenes 
are to be expected in the church, and thai 
the gospel is fitted to work a rapid and 
mighty change in the hearts oi* men. 

42. And they continued steadfasily. 
They persevered in, or they adhered to. 
This is the inspired record of the result. 
That any of these apostatized is nowhere 
recorded, and is not to be presumed. 
Though they had been suddenly con- 
verted, though suddenly admitted to the 
church, though exposed to much perse- 
cution and contempt, and many trials, 
yet the record is that they adhered to 
the doctrines and duties of the Christian 
religion. The word rendered continued 
steadfastly, w-^otx«^t£^o5vt£?, means at- 
tending one, remaining by his side, 
not leaving or forsaking him. % The 
apostles' doctrine. This does not mean 
that they held or believed the doctrines 
of the apostles, though that was true ; but 
it means that they adhered to, or attended 
ox\,t\iQiv teaching ox instruction. The word, 
doctrine has now a technical sense, an/ 
means a collection and arrangement -' 
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43 And fear came upon every 
soul : and many * wonders and 
signs were done by the apostles. 

fflMar.16.17 



abstract views supposed to be contained 
m the Bible. In the Scriptures the word 
means simply trnddng ; and the expres- 
sion here denotes that they continued to 
attend on their insiructio?is. One evidence 
of conversion is a desire to be instructed 
in the doctrines and duties of religion, 
and a willingness to attend on the preach- 
ing of the gospel. IT And fellowship. The 
word Yendexe^ fellowship, Koivmvla, is often 
rendered communion. It properly denotes 
having things in common, or participation, 
society, friendship. It may apply to any 
thing which may be possessed in com- 
mon, or in which all may partake. Thus 
all Christians have the same hope of hea- 
ven ; the same joys ; the same hatred of 
sin; the same enemies to contend with. 
Thus they have the same subjects of con- 
versation, of feeling, and of prayer ; or 
they have communion in these things. 
And tlius the early Christians had their 
property in common. The word here 
may apply to either or to all, to their con- 
versation, their prayers, their dangers, or 
their property ; and means that they were 
united to the apostles, and participated 
with them in whatever befel them. It 
may be added that the effect of a revival 
of religion is to unite Christians more and 
more, and to bring those who were before 
separated to union and love. Christians 
feel that they are a band of brethren, and 
that however much they were separated 
before they became Christians, now they 
have great and important interests in com- 
mon; united in feelings, in interest, in 
dangers, in conflicts, in opinions, and in 
the hopes of a blessed immortality. 
f Breaking of bread. The Syriac ren- 
ders this 'the eucharist,' or the Lord's 
supper. It cannot, however, be deter- 
mined whether this refers to their par- 
eaking of their ordinary food together; or 
to feasts of charity ; or to the Lord's sup- 
per. The bread of the Hebrews was 
made commonly into cakes, thin, hard and 
brittle, so that it was broken instead of 
being ciit. Hence, to denote intimacy or 
friendship, the phrase to break bread toge- 
ther would be very expressive, in the 
same way as the Greeks denoted it by 
drinking together, (ru//.^i(r«ov. From the 
expression used in ver. 44, comp. with 
ver. 46, that they had all things common, 
it would rather seem to be implied that 
thiM referred to the participation of their 



44 And all Inat believed were 
together, and ^ had all things com- 
m.oii; 

Z»c.4.32,34. 



ordinary meals. The action of breaking 
bread was commonly performed by the 
master or head of a family, immediately 
after asking a blessing. {Lightfooi.) IT Jbj 
prayers. This was one effect of the influ- 
ence of the Spirit, and an evidence of 
their change. A genuine revival will be 
always followed by a love of prayer. 

43. And fear came. That is, there was 
great reverence or awe. The multitude 
had just before derided them (ver. 13); 
but so striking and manifest ^vas the 
power of God on this occasion, that it 
silenced all clamours, and produced a 
general veneration and awe. The effect 
of a great work of God's grace is com- 
monly to produce an unusual seriousness 
and solemnity in a community, even 
among those who are not convicted. It 
restrains, subdues, and silences opposi- 
tion, "ir Every soul. Every person, oi 
individual; that is, upon the people ge 
nerally ; not only on those who became 
Christians, but upon the multitudes v/ho 
witnessed these things. All things wer« 
fitted to produce this fear; the recent 
crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth ; the 
wonders that attended that event; the 
events of the day of Pentecost ; and the 
miracles performed by the apostles, were 
all fitted to diffuse solemnity, and thought, 
and anxiety through the community. 
IT Many wonders and signs. See Note, 
ver. 22. This was promised by the Sa- 
viour. Mark xvi. 17. Some of the mira- 
cles which they wrought are specified in 
the following chapters. 

44. All that believed. That is, that be- 
Heved that Jesus was the Messiah ; for 
that was the distinguishing point by which 
they were known from others. IT Were 
together. tirlToavrd. Were united, w^ere 
joined in the same thing. It does not 
mean that they lived in the same house, 
but they were united in the same commu- 
nity ; or engaged in tue samie thing. 
They were doubtless often together in 
the same place for prayer and praise 
One of the best means for strengthening 
the faith of young converts is for them 
often to meet together for prayer, conver- 
sation, and praise. T Had all things com^ 
mon. That is, all their property or pos-- 
sessions. See ch. iv. 32—37; v. 1 — 10, 
The apostles, in the time of the Saviour, 
evidently had alL their property in com- 
mon stock, and Judas was made theiJ 
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treasurer. They regarded themselves as 
one family, having common wants ; and 
there was no use or propriety in their 
possessing extensive property by them- 
selves. Yet even then it is probable that 
some of them retained an interest in their 
property which was not supposed to be 
Eiecen^sary to be devoted to the common 
use. It is evident that John thus possessed 
propert)r which he retained. John xix. 27. 
And it is clear that the Saviour did not 
command them to give up their property 
into a common stock; nor did the apos- 
tles enjoin it. Acts v. 4, "While it re- 
mained, was it not thine own? and after 
it was sold, was it not in thine own pow- 
er?" It was therefore perfectly volun- 
taiy ; and was evidently adapted to the 
peculiar circumstances of the early con- 
verts. Many of them came from abroad. 
They were from Parthia, and Media, and 
Arabia, and Rome, and Africa, &c. It is 
probkble, also, that they now remained 
longer in Jerusalem than they had at first 
proposed. And it is not at all improbable 
that they would be denied now the usual 
hospitalities of the Jews, and excluded 
from their customary kindness, because 
they had embraced Jesus of Nazareth, 
who had been just put to death. In these 
circumstances, it was natural and proper 
that they should share together their pro- 
perty while they remained together. 

45. And sold. That is, they sold, as 
much as was necessary in order to pro- 
cure the means of providing for the wants 
of each other. ^Possessions. Property, 
particularly real estate. This word, 
xTjjjwctTss, refers properly to their j^a:ec? pro- 
perty, as lands, houses, vineyards, &e. 
The word rendered goods, h-n-a.^luc, re- 
fers to their personal or moveable pro- 
perty. IT And parted them to all. They 
distributed them to supply the wants of 
their poorer brethren, according to their 
necessities, 'tf -4 s every man had need. 
This expression Limits and fixes the mean- 
ing of what is said before. The passage 
does not mean that they sold all their pos- 
sessions, or that they relinquished their 
title to all their property ; but that they 
so far regarded all as common as to be 
willing to part with it if it was needful 
to supply the wants of the others. Hence 
the property was laid at the disposal of 
the apostles, and they were desired to 
distribute it freely to meet the wants of 
the poor. ch. iv. 34, 35. 

This was an important incident in the 



and goods, and <* parted them to s\li 
men, as eve>ry man had need. 



early propagation of religion ; ana it iKay 
suggest many useful reflections. 

1. We see the effect of religion. Tho 
love of property is one of the strongest 
affections which men have. There m 
nothing that will overcome it but reli- 
gion. That will ; and one of the jirst ef- 
fects of the gospel was to loosen the hold 
of Christians on property. 

2. It is the duty of the church to prO' 
vide for the wants of its poor and needy 
members.^ There can be no doubt that 
property Should now be regarded as so 
far common as that the wants of the pocr 
should be supplied by those who are rich. 
Comp. Matt. xxvi. 11, 

3. If it be asked why the early disciples 
evinced this readiness to part with their 
property in this manner, it may be repli- 
ed, (1.) That the apostles had done it be- 
fore them. The family of the Saviour had 
all things common. (2.) It w^as the naturo 
of religion to do it. (3.) The circum- 
stances of the persons assembled on thin 
occasion were such as to require it. Thej' 
were many of them from distant regions ^' 
and probably many of them of the poorei' 
class of the people in Jerusalem. In thifl 
they evinced what should be done in be 
half of the poor in the church at all times. 

4. If it be asked whether this was done 
commonly among the early Christians, it 
may be replied, that there is no evidence 
that it was. It is mentioned here, and in 
ch. iv, 32—37, and ch. v. 1—7. It does 
not appear that it was done even by all 
who were afterv^ards converted in Ju- 
dea ; and there is no evidence that it w^as 
done in Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth. Phi 
lippi, Rome, &c. That the effect of reli- 
gion was to make men liberal, and willing 
to provide for the poor, there can be no 
doubt. See 2 Cor. viii. 19; ix. 2, 1 Cor, 
xvi. 2. Gal. ii. 10. But there is not proof 
that it was common to part with their pos* 
sessions, and to lay it at the feet of the 
apostles. Religion does not contemplate, 
evidently, that men should break up all 
the arrangements in society ; but it con- 
templates that those who have property 
should be ready and willing to part with 
it for the help of the poor and needy. 

5. If it be asked whether all tne ar 
rangements of property should be broken 
up now, and believers have all things in 
common, we are prepared to answer, No. 
For, 1. This was an extraordinary case. 
2 It was not even enjoined by the apos- 
tles on them. 3. It was practised nowhere 
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46 And they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking ^ bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart, 

i or, at Kome. 



else. 4. It would be impracticable. No 
community v/here all things were in 
common has long prospered. It has been 
attempted often, by pagans, by infidels, 
and by fanatical sects of Christians. It 
ends soon in anarchy, and licentiousness, 
and "dlenesSjand profligacy; or the more 
cunning secure the mass of the property, 
and control the whole. Till all men are 
made alike, there could be no hope of 
such a community ; and if there could be, 
I would not be desirable. God evidently 
intended that men should be excited to 
industry by the hope of gain ; and then he 
demands that their gains should be de- 
voted to his service. Still, this was a 
noble instance of Christian generosity, 
and evinces the power of religion in loos- 
ing the hold which men commonly have 
on the world. It rebukes also those pro- 
fessors of religion, of whom, alas, there 
are many, who give nothing to benefit 
either the souls or bodies of their fellow- 
men. 

46 With one accord. Comp. ch. i. 14 ; 
li. 1. IF In the temple. This was the pub- 
lic place of worship; and the disciples 
were not disposed to leave the place 
where their fathers had so long worship- 
ped God. This does not mean that they 
were constantly in the temple, but only 
at the customary hours of prayer ; at 9 
o'clock in the morning, and at 3 in the 
aiternoon. ^ And breaking bread. See 
Note, ver. 42. W From house to house. 
In the margin, " at home." So the Syriac 
and Arabic. The common interpretation, 
however, is, that they did it in their vari- 
ous houses, now in this and now in that, 
as might be convenient. If it refers to 
their ordinarj^ meals, then it means that 
?Jiey partook in common of what they pos- 
Eessed. And the expression in this verse, 
" did eat tnei/ meat," &eems to imply that 
this refers to their common meals, and 
not to the Lord's supper. IF Did eat their 
fsieat. Did partake of their food. The 
word meat with us is applied to Jiesh. In 
the Bible, and in old English authoi-s, it 
is applied to provision of any kind. Here 
it means all kinds of sustenance; that 
which nourished them — r^oc^nr — and the 
use of this word proves that it does not 
refer to the Lord's supper; for that ordi- 
n.^nr Q is yiQwhei 9 represented as designei 



5% 

47 Praising God, and having fa- 
vour « with all the people. And 
* the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved. 

a Lu.2.52. Ro.14.18. b c.5.14:11.24. 



for an ordinary meal, or to nourish theJorfjf. 
Comp. 1 Cor. xi. 33, 34. IT With glad^ 
7iess. With rejoicing. This is one of the 
effects of religion. It is far from gloom ; ii 
diffuses jojr over the mind ; and it bestows 
additional joy in the participation of even 
our ordinary pleasures. IF Singleness of 
heart. This means with a sincere and 
pure heart. They were satisfied Lnd 
thankful. They v/ere not perplexed or 
anxious ; nor were they solicitous for the 
luxurious living, or aspiring after the vain 
objects of the men of the world. Comp. 
Rom. xii. 8. 2 Cor. i. 12. Col. iii. 22. Eph. 
vi. 5. 

47. Praising God. See Luke xxiv. 53. 
IT And having favour. See Luke ii. 52. 
IF With all the people. That is, with the 
great m^ss of the people ; with the peo- 
ple generally. It does not mean that all 
the people had become reconciled to 
Christianity; but their humble, serious 
and devoted lives won the favour of the 
great mass of the community, and silenced 
opposition and cavil. This was a remark- 
able effect, but God has power to silence 
opposition ; and there is nothing so well 
fitted to do this as the humble and con- 
sistent lives of his friends. IF And the 
Lord added. See ch. v. 14; xi. 24, &c. 
It was the Lord who did this. There was 
no power in man to do it ; and the Chris- 
tian loves to trace all increase of the 
church to the grace of God. ^ Added 
Caused, or inclined them to be joined 
to the church. IF The church. To the 
assembly of the followers of Christ, r 
£x.'K,}^yi<Tia. The word church properly 
means those who are called out, and is 
applied to Christians as being called out, 
or separated from the world. It is used 
but three times in the Gospels. Matt, xvi 
18; xviii. 17. It occurs frequently in 
other parts of the New Testament, and 
usually as applied to the followers of 
Christ. Comp. Acts v. 11; vii. 38; viii. 
I. 3; ix. 31 ; xi. 22. 26; xii. 1. 5, &c. It is 
used in classic writers to denote an assem' 
bly of any kind, and is twice thus used in 
the New Testament (Acts xix. 39. 41), 
where it is translated "^ assembly." T Such, 
as should be saved. This whole phrase is a 
translation of a participle, roaif do^Ojjitvovg 
It does not express any purpose that tliey 
ihould he unyed. hut simply the fact thai 
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IV OW Peter and John went up to- 

^^ gether into the temple at ** the 

hour of prayer, being the ninth hour, 

2 And a certain man, lame from 



a Ps.55.17. Da.6.10. 



they were those who would be, or who 
were about to be saved. It is clear, how- 
ever, from this expression, that those who 
became - members of the church were 
those who continued to adorn their pro- 
fession, or who gave proof that they were 
sincere Christians. It is implied here, 
also, that those who are to be saved will 
join themselves to the church of God. 
This is every where required; and it 
constitutes one evidence of piety when 
they are willing to face the world, and 
give themselves at once to the service of 
the Lord Jesus. — ^Two remarks may be 
made on the last verse of this chapter ; 
one is, that the effect of a consistent 
Christian life will be to command the re- 
spect of the world ; and the other is, that 
the effect will be continually to increase 
the number of those who shall be saved. 
In this case they were daily added to it ; 
the church was constantly increasing: 
and the same result may be expected in 
all cases where there is similar zeal self 
denial, consistency, and prayer. 

We have now contemplated the foun- 
dation of the Christian^ church ; and the 
first glorious revival of religion. This 
chapter deserves to be profoundly studied 
bv ail the ministers of the gospel, and by 
all who pray for the prosperity of the 
kingdom of God. It should excite our 
fervent gratitude that God has left this 
record of the first great work of grace ; 
and oar fervent prayers that he would 
multiply and extend such scenes until the 
earth shall be filled with his glory. 
CHAPTER III. 

1. Peter and John went up, &c. In Luke 
xxiv. 53, it is said that the apostles wore 
continually in the temple, praising and- 
blessing God. From Acts ii. 46, it is clear 
that all the disciples were accustomed 
daily to resort to the temple for devotion. 
Whether they joined in the sacrifices of 
the temple-service is not said ; but the 
thing is not improbable. This was the 
place and the manner in which they and 
their fathers had worshipped. They came 
slowly to the conclusion that they were 
to leave the temple; and they would na- 
turally resort there with their country- 
men to worship the God of their fathers. 
In the previous chapter 'a. 43), we are 
told in geiieral that many wonders and 



his mother's womb, was carried, 
whom they laid daily at the ^ate * 
of the temp e which is called Beau- 
tiful, to ask alms of them that en- 
tered into the temple ; 

b Jno.9.8. 



signs were done by the hands of the 
apostles. From the many miracles wiluch 
were performed, Luke selects one, of 
which he gives a more full account ; and 
especially as it gives him. occasion to re- 
cord another of the addresses of Peter to 
the Jews. An impostor would have been 
satisfied with the general statement that 
many miracles were performed. The sa- 
cred writers descend to particulars, and 
tell us where, and in relation to whom, 
they were performed. This is a proof 
that they were honest men, and did not 
intend to deceive. IT Into the temple. Not 
into the edifice properly called the tem- 
ple, but into the court of the temple, 
where prayer was accustomed to be 
made. See Note, Matt. xxi. 12. IF A« the 
hour of prayer, &c. The Jewish day war 
divided into twelve equal parts ; o^ 
course, the ninth hour would be abou; 
three o'clock, P. M. This was the hour 
of evening prayer. Morning prayer was 
offered at nine o'clock. Comp. Ps. Iv. 17. 
Dan. vi. 10. 

2. Lame, &c. The mention of this 
shows that there was no deception in the 
case. The man had been always lame ; 
he was obliged to be carried ; and he was 
well known to the Jews. T Whom they 
laid daily. That is, his friends laid him 
there daily. He would therefore be well 
known to those who were in the habit of 
entering the temple. Among the ancients 
there were no hospitals for the afflicted : 
and no alms-houses for the poor. The 
poor were dependent, therefore, on the 
charity of those who were in better cir- 
cumstances. It became an important 
matter for them to be placed where they 
would see many people. Hence it was 
customary to place them at the gates of 
rich men (Luke xvi. 20) ; and they alsc 
sat by the side of the highway to bog 
where many persons would pass, Mark 
X. 46. Luke xviii. 35. John ix. 1—8. The 
entrance to the temple would be a favour- 
able place for begging; for, (1.) great 
multitudes were accustomed to enter 
there; and (2.) when going up for the 
purposes of religion, they would be more 
inclined to give alms than at other times 
and especially was this true of the Phari 
sees, who were particularly depjrous of 
publicity in bestovv^ing ci:5aritv. is re 
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3 Who, &eeing Peter and--John 
about to go into the temple, asked 
an alms. 

4 And Peter, fastening" his eyes 
upon him, with John, said. Look 
on us. 

5 And he gave heed unto them, 

corded by Martial (i. 112.), that this cus- 
lom prevailed among the Romans of plac- 
ing the poor by the gates of the temples ; 
and the custom was also observed a long 
time 'n the Christian churches. IT At the 
gate oj the temple which is called Beautiful. 
In regard to this gate there have been 
tvifo opinions, one of which supposes that 
this was the gate commonly called Nica- 
nor, which led from the court of the Gen- 
tiles to the court of the women (see Plan 
in Notes on Matt. xxi. 12/ , and the other, 
that it was the gate at the eastern entrance 
of the temple, commonly called Susa7i. 
\t is not easy to determine which is in- 
tended ; though from the fact that it oc- 
curred near Solomon's porch (ver. 11, 
comp. Plan of the temple, Matt. xxi. 12), 
it seems probable that the latter was in- 
tended. This gate was large and splen- 
did. It was made of Corinthian brass, a 
most valuable metal, and made a magni- 
ficent appearance. Josephus, Jewish War, 
b V. ch. V. $ 3. IF To ask alms. Charity. 

3. Who, seeing Peter, &c. There is no 
evidence that he was acquainted with 
them, or knew who they were. He asked 
of them as he was accustomed to do of 
the multitude that entered the temple. 

4. Fastening his eyes. The word used 
here denotes to look intently, or with fixed 
attention. It is one of the peculiar words 
v/hich Luke uses. Luke iv. 20 ; xxii. 56 ; 
Acts i. 10 ; iii. 12 ; vi. 15 ; vii. 55 ; x. 4, &c. 
in all twelve times. It is used by no 
other writer in the New Testament, ex- 
cept by Paul twice, 2 Cor. iii. 7. 13. IT Look 
on us. All this was done to fix the atten- 
tion. He wislied to call the attention of 
the man distinctly to himself, and to what 
he was about to do. It was also done 
that the man might be fully apprised that 
his restoration to health came from him. 

6. Silver and gold have I none. The 
man had asked for money; Peter assui*es 
mm that he had not that to give ; it was 
done, however, in such a way as to show 
his willingness to aid himyif he had pos- 
8'Bssed it. IT Such as I have. Such as is 
in my power. It is not to be supposed 
that ho uieant to say that he originated 
this power himself, but only that it was 
lairusCzd to him. He immediately adds 



expecting to receive something of 
them. 

6 Then Peter said, Silvei and 
gold have I none: but such as 1 
have give I thee : In * the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and v^alk. 

oc.4.ia 

:fiiat it was derived solely from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. '^ In the name. Comp. ch. 
iv. 10. In Mark xvi. 17, 18, it is said, 
" These signs shall follow them that be- 
lieve; in my name shall they cast out 
devils, &c, .... they shall lay hands on 
the sick, and they shall recover." The 
expression means by his authority, or m 
virtue of power derived from him. We 
are here struck with a remarkable differ- 
ence between the manner in which the 
Lord Jesus wrought miracles, and that m 
which it was done by his apostles. He 
did it in his own name, and by virtue of 
his own power. He claimed dominion 
over disease and death The apostles 
never attenipted to perform a miracle by 
their own power. It was only in the name 
of Jesus ; and this circumstance aloiie 
shows that there was a radical difference 
between Christ and all other prophets 
and teachei-s. IT Of Nazareth. This was 
the name by which he was commonly 
known. By this name he had been desig- 
nated among the Jews, and on the cross. 
It is by no means improbable that the man 
had heard of him by this name ; and it 
was important that he should understand 
that it was by the authority of him who 
had been crucified as an impostor. 1 Rise 
and walk. To do this would be evidence 
of signal power. It is remarkable that in 
cases like this, they were commanded to 
do the thing at once. See similar cases 
in John v. 8. Matt. ix. 6 ; xii. 13. It would 
have been easy to allege that they had no 
power, that they were lame, or sick, or 
palsied, and could do nothing until God 
should give them strength. But the com- 
mand was to do the thing ; nor did the 
Saviour or the apostles stop to convince 
them that they could do nothing. They 
did not doubt that if it were done, they 
would ascribe the power to God. Pre- 
cisely hke this is the condition of the sin- 
ner. God commands him to do the thing ,; 
to repent, and believe, and lead a holy 
life. It is not merely to attempt to do it^ 
to make use of means ; or to wait on him; 
but it is actually to repent and believe the 
gospel. Where he may obtain power to 
do it is another question. It is easy fo? 
him t.c involve himself in difficulty, sas \i 
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7 Arid he took him by the right 
hand, and lifted him up : and im- 
mediately his feet and ankle-bones 
received strength. 

8 And he, leaping * up, stood, 
and walked, arid entered with them 
into the temple, walking, and leap- 
ing, and praising God. 



would have been in these cases. But 
the command of God is positive, and must 
be obeyed. If not obeyed, men must 
perish ; just as this man would have beeii 
always lame if he had put forth no effort 
of his own. When done, a convicted 
sinner will do just as this man did, in- 
stinctively give all the praise to God. ver. 8. 

7. And he took him. He took hold of 
his hand. To take hold of the hand in 
such a case was an offer of aid, an indi- 
cation that Peter was sincere, and was an 
inducement to him to make an effort. 
This may be employed as a beautiful 
illustration of the manner of God when 
he commands men to repent and beUeve. 
He does not leave them alone; he ex- 
tends help, and aids their eiiorts. If they 
tremble, and feel that they are weaii, and 
needy, and helpless, his hand is stretched 
out, and his power exerted to impart 
strength and grace. IT His feet and ankle- 
bones. The fact that strength was imme- 
diately imparted ; that the feet, long lame, 
were now made strong, was a full and 
clear proof of miraculous power. 

8. And he, leaping up. This was a 
natural expression of joy; and it was a 
striking fulfilment of the prophecy in Isa. 
XXXV. 6 : •' Then shall the lame man leap 
us an hart." The account here given is 
one that is perfectly natural. The man 
would be filled with joy, ^nd would ex- 
press it in this manner. He had been 
lame from a child ; he had never walked ; 
and there was more in the miracle than 
merely giving strength. The act oi^ walk- 
ing is one that is acquired by long prac- 
tice. Children learn slowly. Casper Hau- 
ser, lately discovered in one of the cities 
of Germany, who had been confined in 
prison from a child, was unable to walk 
in an easy way when released, but stum- 
bled in a very awkward manner. (See 
his Life.) When, therefore, this man was 
able at once to walk, it was clear proof 
of a miracle. IT Praising God. This was 
the natural and appropriate expression of 
his feelings on this occasion. His heart 
would be full; and he could have no 
doubt that this blessing had come from 



9 And all the people saw him 
walking and praising God : 

10 And they knew that it was he 
which sat for alms at the Beautiful 
gate of the temple : and they were 
filled with wonder and amazement 
at that which had happened untc 
him. 



God alone. It is remarkable that he did 
not even express his gratitude to Petef 
and John. They had not pretended to 
restore him in their own name ; and he 
would feel that man could not do it. It 
is remarkable that he praised God with- 
out being taught or entreated to do it. It 
was instinctive — the natural feeling of 
the heart. So a sinner. His first feelings 
when renewed, will be to ascribe the 
praise to God. While he may and will 
feel regard for the ministry by whose 
instrumentality he has received the bless- 
ing, yet his main expression of gratitude 
will be to God. And this he will do in- 
stinctively ; he needs no prompter ; he 
knows that no power of man is equal to 
the work of con verting the soul, and will 
rejoice, and give all the praise to the 
God of grace. 

9, 10. A7td all the people, &c. The [,'e«»- 
ple who had been accustomed to see iii?n 
sit in a public place. ^ And they kncvK 
&c. In this they could not be deceived ; 
they had seen him a long time, and now 
they saw the same man expressing his 
praise to God for complete recovery. The 
particulars in this miracle are the follow- 
ing ; and they are as far as possible from 
any appearance of imposture. 1. The 
man had been afflicted from a child Tliis 
was known to all the people. At this 
time he was forty years of age. ch.iv. 22. 
2. He was not an impostor. If he had 
pretended lameness, it is wonderful that 
he had not been detected before, and not 
have been suflered to occupy a place thus 
in the temple. 3. The apostles had no 
agency in placing him there. They had 
not seen him before. There was mani- 
festly no collusion or agreement with tiim 
to attempt to impose on the people. 4. The 
man himself was convinced of the mira- 
cle ; and did not doubt that the power by 
which he had been healed was of God 
5. TYie people were convinced of the same 
thing. They saw the eftects ; they had 
known him well ; they had had every 
opportunity to know that he was dis- 
eased ; and they were now satisfied tha. 
he was restored. There was r.o posai 
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11 And, as the lame man which 
was healed held Peter and John, 
all the people ran together unto 
them, in the porch ** that is called 
Solomon's, greatly wondering. 

12 And when Peter saw zY, he 
answered unto the people, Ye men 
of Israel, v^^hy marvel ye at this ] 

a Jno.lC.iS. c.5.12. 



bility of deception in the case. It was 
not merely the friends of Jesus that saw 
this ; not those who had an interest in the 
miracle, but those who had been his ene- 
mies, and who had just before been en- 
gaged in putting him to death. Let this 
miracle be compared, in these particulars, 
with those pretended miracles which have 
been affirmed to have been wrought in 
defence of other systems of religion, and 
it will be seen at once that here is every 
appearance of sincerity, honesty, and 
ruth; and in them every mark of decep- 
tion, fraud, and imposition. (See Paley's 
Evidences of Christianity, Proposition ii. 
ch ii.) 

11. Held Peter and John. The word 
Held means he adhered to them ; he joined 
himself to them; he was desirous of re- 
maining with them, and participating 
with them. IT All the people, &c. Excited 
by curiosity, they came together. The 
fact of the cure, and the conduct of the 
man, would soon draw together a crowd, 
and thus furnish a favourable opportunity 
for preaching to them the gospel. IT In 
the porch, &c. This porch was a covered 
way or passage on the east side of the 
temple. It was distinguished for its mag- 
nificence. See the Plan and description 
of the temple. Notes on Matt. xxi. 12. 

12. When Peter saw it. Saw the peo- 
ple assembhng in such multitudes and 
wondering at the miracle. IT He ansv^ered. 
The word answer, with us, implies that a 
question had been asked, or that some 
subject had been proposed for considera- 
tion. But the word is used in a different 
sense in the Bible. It is often used when 
no question was asked, but when an oc- 
xiswn was offered for remarks, or where 
an opportunity was presented to make a 
?tdtement. It is the same as replying to 
a thing, or making a statement in regard 
to some subject. Dan. ii. 26. Acts v. 8. 
Ti Ye men of Israel, Jews. Comp. ch. ii. 
i4. ^ Why marvel ye at IMS'? The par- 
ticular thing which he intended to re- 
prove here, was not tYioX ihey wondered, 
for that was proper ; but that "they looked 



or why. look ye so earnestly on us, 
as though by our own ^ powe) or 
holiness we had made this man ta 
walk ? 

13 The God ^ of Abraham, and 
of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of 
our fathers, ^ hath glo^-ified ^ his Son 
Jesus ; whom ye delivered up, and 

i2Cor,3.5. cMatt.22.32. dc.5.30,31, 

e Jno.17.1. Ep.1.20-22. Ph.2.9-11. He,2.9. Re.1.5,18 



on Peter and John as if tiiey had been tiie 
authors of this healing. They ought to 
have understood it. The Jews were 
sufficiently acquainted with miracles to 
interpret them, and to know whence they 
proceeded ; and they ought not, therefore, 
to ascribe them to man, but to inquire 
v)hy they had been wrought by God, 
IT Why look ye, &c. Why do ye fix the 
eyes with amazement oriiis, as though we 
could do this ? Why not look at once to 
God I f By our own power. By any art 
of healing, or by any medicine, we had 
done this. ^ Or holiness. Piety. As if 
God had bestowed this on us on account 
of our personal and eminent piety. It may 
be remarked, that here was ample oppor- 
tunity for them to establish a reputation 
of their own. The people were disposed 
to pay them honours ; they might at once 
have laid claim to vast authority over 
them ; but they refused all such personal 
honours, and ascribed all to the Lord 
Jesus. Whatever success may attend the 
ministers of the gospel ; or however much 
the world may be disposed to do them 
honour; they should disclaim all power in 
themselves, and ascribe it to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is not by the talents or 
personal holiness of ministers, valuable as 
these are, that men are saved ; it is only 
by the power of God, designed to honour 
his Sen. See 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. 

13. The God of Abraham. He is called 
the God of Abraham because Abraham 
acknowledged him as his God, and because 
God showed himself to be his friend. 
Comp. Matt, xxii 32. Ex. iii. 6. 15. Gen 
xxviii. 13; xxvi. 24. It was important to 
show that it was the same God who had 
done this that had been acknowledged by 
their fathers; and that they were not 
about to introduce the worship of any 
other God. And it was especially impor- 
tant, because the promise had been made 
to Abraham, that in his seed should all 
the families of the earth be blessed. Gen. 
xii. 3. Comp. Gal. iii. 16. IT Hath glorified^ 
Has honoured. You denied, despised, 
and murdered him ; bu* God has exalted 
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denied ^ nim in the presence of Pi- 
late, when he ^ was determined to 
let him go. 

14 But ye denied the Holy " One 
and the Just, ^ and desired a mur- 
derer to be granted unto you; 

©Jno.19.15. iMatt,27.17-25.Lu.23. 16-23. 

cP8.16.10. Lu.1.35. rf c.7.52;22.14. 



and honoured hiiii. This miracle was 
done in the name of Jesus, ver. 6. It was 
the power of God that had restored him ; 
and by putting forth this power God had 
shown that he approved the work of his 
Son, and was disposed to honour him in 
the view of men. Comp. John xvii. 1. 
Eph. i. 20-22. Phil. ii. 9—11. Heb. ii. 9. 
Rev. i. 5—18. IT Ye delivered up. That 
IS, you delivered him to the Romans to be 
put to death. See Note, ch. ii. 23. IT And 
denied him in the presence of Pilate. De- 
nied that he was the Messiah. Were 
unwilling lo own him as your long-ex- 
pected King. John xix. 15. IT When he 
was determined, &c. Matt, xxvii. 17 — 25. 
Luke xxiii. 16 — 23. Pilate was satisfied 
of his innocence ; but he was weak, and 
timid, and irresolute, and yielded to their 
wishes. The fact that A'Zate regarded 
him as innocent was a strong aggravation 
of their crime. They should have re- 
garded him as innocent ; but they urged 
on his condemnation, against the delibe- 
rate judgment of him before whom they 
had arraigned him ; and thus showed how 
obstinately they were resolved on his 
death. 

14. The holy One, &c. See Ps. xvi. 10. 
Comp. Note, Acts ii. 27. T And the just. 
The word just here denotes innocent, or 
one who was free from crime. It properly 
is used in reference to law, and denotes 
one who stands upright in the view of the 
law, or who is not chargeable with crime. 
In this sense the Lord Jesus was not only 
personally innocent, but even before his 
judges he stood unconvicted of any 
crime The crime charged on him at 
first was blasphemy (Matt. xxvi. 65) ,* and 
on this charge the Sanhedrim had con- 
demned him, without proof But of this 
charge Pilate vi^ould not take cognizance, 
and hence hefore him they charged him 
with sedition. Luke xxiii. 2. Neither of 
these charges were made out; and, of 
course, in the eye of the law he was in- 
nocent and just It greatly aggravated 
their crime that they demanded his death 
still, even after it was ascertained that 
^hey could prove nothing against him; 
thus showing that it was mere hatred and 
maUcQ that led them to seek his death 



15. And killed the ' Prince of life, 
whom God hath raised * from the 
dead ; whereof ^ we are witnesses. 

16 And his name, through faith 
in his name, hath made this man 
strong, whom -ye see and know; 

1 or, author. Jno.1.4. lJno.5.11. e Matt. 2%.2~l. 

Ep.1.20. /c.2.32. 



tr And desired a murderer. Matt, xx^ ii. 
21. 

15. And killed the Prince of Life. The 
word rendered prince denotes properly a 
military leader or commander. Hence, 
in Heb ii. 10, it is translated captain ; '* II 
became him .... to make the Captain oj 
their salvation perfect through sufterings.' 
As a captain or commander leads on to 
victory, and is said to obtain it, so the 
word comes to denote one who is the 
cause, the author, the procurer, &c. In 
this sense it is used. Acts v. 31, "Him 
hath God exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, /or to give repentance to Israel," 
&c. In Heb. xii. 2, it is properly rendered 
author; "Looking unto Jesus, the aw/Zior 
and finisher of our faith." The word 
author, or giver, would express the mean- 
ing of the w'ord here. It also implies that 
he \iB.s dominion o\ev life; an idea, in- 
deed, which is essentially coiinected with 
that of his being the author of it. The 
word life here is used in a large sense, as 
denoting all manner of life. In this sense 
it is used in reference to Christ in John i. 
4, "In«him was life," &c. Comp. John v. 
26. 1 John V. 11. 1 Cor. xv. 45. Jesus is 
here called the Prince of life in contrast 
with him whom the Jews demanded in 
his place, Barabbas. He was a murderer 
(Luke xxiii. 19. Mark xv. 7), one w^ho had 
destroyed life ; and yet they demanded 
that he whose character it was to destroy 
life should be released, and the Author 
of life to be put to death, IT Whom God. 
hath raised, &c. ch. ii. 24. 32. 

16. And his name. The name of Jesus 
is here put for Jesus himself; and it is 
the same as saying, " and he," &c. In this 
way the word name is often used by the 
Hebrews, especially when speaking of 
God. Acts i. 15; iv. 12. Eph. i. 21. Rev. 
iii. 4. It does not mean that there was 
any efficacy in the mere name of Jesus 
that should heal the man, but that it 
was done by his authority and power. 
'^Through faith in his name. By means 
of faith in him; that is, by the faith 
which Peter and John had in Jesus. It 
does not refer to any faith that the man 
had himself, for there is no evidence that 
he believed in him. But it was by meani 
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yea, the faith which is by him hath 
given him this perfect soundness in 
the presence of you all. 



of the faith which the apostles exercised 
in him that the miracle was wrought, and 
was thus a fulfilment of the declaration 
m Matt, xvii. 20, "If ye have faith.. ..ye 
shall say to this mountain, remove hence," 
&c. This truth Peter repeats two or three 
times in the verse to impress it more dis- 
tinctly on the minds of his hearers. 
f Whom ye see and know. There could 
therefore be no mistake. He was well 
known to them. There was no doubt 
about the truth of the miracle (ch. iv. 16), 
and the only inquiry was in what way it 
had been done. This Peter affirms to 
have been accomplished only by the 
power of the Lord Jesus. T Perfect 
soundness. o-KOY.-ky\^Uv. This word is not 
used elsewhere in the l^ew Testament. 
It denotes integrity of parts, freedom from 
any defect; and .t here means that the 
cure was perfect and entire, or that he 
was completely restored to the use of his 
limbs. '^ In the presence of you all. You 
are all witnesses of it, and can judge for 
yourselves. This shows how confident 
the apostles were that a real miracle had 
been performed. They were willing that 
it should be examined; and this is con- 
clusive proof that there was no attempt 
at imposture. A deceiver, or one who 
pretended to work miracles, would have 
Deen cautious of exposing the subject to 
the danger of detection. 

17. And now, brethren. Though they 
had been guilty of a crime so enormous, 
yet Peter shows the tenderness of his 
neart in addressing them still as his bre- 
thren. He regarded them as of the same 
nation with himself, as having the same 
kopes, and as being entitled to the same 
privileges. The expression also shows 
that he was not disposed to exalt himself 
as being by nature more holy than they. 
This verse is a remarkable instance of 
teiiderness in appealing to sinners. It 
would have been easy to have reproach- 
ed them for their enormous crimes ; but 
It was not the way to reach the heart. 
He had indeed stated and proved their 
wickedness. The object now was to 
bring them to repentance for it ; and this 
was to be done by tenderness, and kind- 
ness, and love. Men are melted to con- 
trition, not by reproaches, but by love. IT / 
wot. I know; lam well apprized of it. 
I know yoii will affirm it ; and I admit 
that it was so. Still the enormous deed 
f2 



17 And now, brethien, I wot that 
through ignorance " ye did it, as did 
also your rulers. 

a Lu.23.34. Jao,16.3. lCor.2.8 

has been done. It cannot be recalled 
and it cannot be innocent. It remains, 
therefore, that you should repent of it, 
and seek for pardon. IT That through ig 
norance, &c. Peter does iiot mean to 
affirm that they were innocent in having 
put him to death, for he had just proved 
the contrary; and he immediately pro 
ceeds to exhort them to repentance. But 
he means to say that their offence was 
mitigated by the fact that they were igno- 
rant that he was the Messiah. The same 
thing the Saviour himself affirmed when 
dying, hukre xxiii. 34. " Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." 
Comp. Acts xiii. 27 1 Cor. ii. 8, The 
same thing the apostle Paul affirmed m 
relation to himself, as one of the reasons 
why he obtained pardon from the enor- 
mous crime of persecution. 1 Tim. i. 13 
In cases like these, though crime might 
be mitigated, yet it was not taken entirely 
away. They were guilty of demanding 
a man to be murdered who was declared 
innocent ; they were urged on with un 
governable fury; they did it from con 
tempt and malige ; and the crime of mur- 
der remained, though they were ignorant 
that he was the Messiah. It is plainly 
implied that if they had put him to death 
knowing that he was the Messiah, and as 
the Messiah, there would have been no 
forgiveness. Comp. Heb. x. 26 — 29. Igno- 
rance, therefore, is a circumstance which 
must always be taken into view in an 
estimate of crime. It is at the same time 
true, that they had opportunity to know 
that he was the Messiah; but the mere 
fact that they were ignorant of it, was 
still a mitigating circumstance in the 
estimate of their crime. There can be 
no doubt that the mass of the people 
had no fixed belief that he was the 
Messiah. IT As did also your rulers. 
Comp. 1 Cor. ii. 8, where the apostle 
says that none of the princes of this 
world knew the wisdom of the gos])e}, 
for had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory. It 
is certain that the leading ^ci-'ihes and 
Pharisees were urged on by the most un- 
governable fui*y and rage to put Jesus to 
death, even when they had abundant 
opportunity to know his true character. 
This was particularly the case with the 
high-priest. But yet it was true that 
they did n;t believe that he was the Mgjj- 
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18 But those • things which 
God before had showed by the 
mouth of all his prophets, that 
Christ skould suffer, he hath so 
fulfilled. 

a Lu.24.44. c.26.22,23. 



sJah. Their minds had been prejudiced. 
They had expected a prince and a con- 
queror. All their views of the Messiah 
were different from the character which 
Jesus manifested. And though they might 
have known that he was the Messiah ; 
though he had given abundant proof of 
the fact, yet it is clear that they did not 
believe it. It is not credible that they 
would have put to death one whom they 
really believed to be the Christ. He was 
the hope, the only hope of their nation ; 
and they would not have dared to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of him whom 
they really believed to be the illustrious 
personage so long promised, and expected 
Dy their fathers. It was also probably 
true that no small part of the Sanhedrim 
was urged on by the zeal and fury of the 
chief-priests. They had not courage to 
resist them ; and yet they might not have 
entered heartily into this work of perse- 
cution and death. Comp. John vii. 50 — ^3. 
The speech of Peter, however, is not in- 
tended to free them entirely from blame ; 
nor should it be pressed to show that they 
were innocent. It is a mitigating circum- 
stance thrown in to show them that there 
was still hope of mercy. 

18. But those things. To wit, those 
things that did actually occur, pertaining 
to the life and death of the Messiah. 
IF Had showed. Had announced, or fore- 
told. IT By the mouth of all his prophets. 
That is, by the prophets in general, with- 
out affirming that each individual pro- 
phet had a distinct prediction respecting 
this. The prophets taken together, or the 
prophecies as a whole, had declared this. 
Tlie word all is not unfrequently used in 
this somew^iat limited sense. Mark i. 37. 
John iii. 26. In regard to the prophecies 
respecting Christ, see Note, Luke xiAv. 
27. IT Bath so fzdfilled. He has caused 
to be fumlled in this manner ; that is, by 
the rejection, denial, and wickedness of 
the rulers. It has turned out to be in 
strict accordance with the prophecy. 
This fact Peter U3es in exhorting them to 
repentance ; but it is not to be regarded 
as an excuse for their sins. The mere fact 
that all this was foretold, that it was in 
accordance with the purposes and pre- 
dictions of God, does not take away the 



19 Repent * ye therefore, and be 
converted, '^ that your sins may be 
'^blotted out, when the times of re- 
freshing * shall come from the pre- 
sence of the Lord ; 

I c.2.38. c Is. 1.16-20. Joel 2.13. d Is.43.2&. 

e Jer.31,23-25, Zep.3.14-20. Re.21.4. -^ 



guilt of it, or constitute an excuse for it. 
In regard to this, we may remark, (1.) The 
prediction did not change the nature of 
the act. The mere fact that it was fore- 
told, or foreknown, did not change its 
character. See Note, ch. i 23, (2.) Peter 
still regarded them as guihy. He did not 
urge the fact that this was foreknown as 
an excuse for their sin, but to show them 
that sijice all this happened according to 
the prediction and the purpose of God, 
they had hope in his mercy. The plan 
was that the Messiah should die to make 
a way for pardon ; and, therefore, they 
might have hope in his mercy. (3.) This 
was a signal instance of the power and 
mercy of God in overruling the wicked 
conduct of men to further his purposes 
and plans. (4.) All the other sins of men 
may ihuB be overruled, and thus the 
wrath of man may be made to praise 
him. But, (5.) This will constitute no ex 
cuse for the sinner. It is no part of his 
intention to honour God, or to advance 
his purposes ; and there is no direct ten- 
dency in his crimes to advance his glory. 
The direct tendency of his deeds is coun- 
teracted and overruled ; and God brings 
good out of the evil. But this surely con- 
stitutes no excuse for the sinner. 

If it be asked why Peter insisted on 
this, if he did not mean that it should be 
regarded as an excuse for their sin ; 1 re- 
ply, that it was his design to prove thai 
Jesus was the Messiah, and having proved 
this, he could assure them that there was 
mercy. Not because they had not been 
guilty; not because they deserved favour; 
but because the fact that the Messiah had 
come was an argument that any sinners 
might obtain mercy, as he immediately 
proceeds to show them. 

19. Repent ye. Note, Matt, iii 2. 
^ Therefore. Because of your sin in jmt. 
ting Jesus to death; and because he is the 
Messiah, and God through him is willing 
to show mercy to the chief of sinners. 
IT And he converted. This expression con« 
veys an idea not at all to be found in the 
original. It conveys the idea of passivity 
BE converted, as if they were to yield tc 
some foreign influence that they were 
nov; resisting. But the idea of being pas- 
sive in this, is not conveyed by the origi- 
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lal word. The word means properly to 
turn ; to return to a path from which one 
has gone astray ; and then to turn away 
from sins, or to forsalie them. It is a word 
used in a general sense to denote the 
whole turning lo God. That the form of 
the word here (sTrio-T^s^-ctrs) does not de- 
note passivity may be clearly seen by re- 
ferring to the following places, v/h ere the 
same form of the word is used. Matt, 
xxiv 18. Mark xiii. 16. Luke xvii. 31. 
1 Thess. i. 9. The expression, therefore, 
would have been more appropriately 
rendered "repent, and turji, that your 
sins," &c. 7'o be converted cannot be a 
matter of obligation ; but to turn to God 
IS the duty of every sinner. The crimes 
of which he exhorted them to repent 
were those pertaining to the death of the 
Lord Jesus, as well as all the past sins of 
their life. They were to turn from the 
course of wickedness in which they and 
the nation had been so long walking. 
IT That your sins, &c. In order that your 
sins may be forgiven. Sin cannot be par- 
doned before man repents of it. In the 
order of the work of grace, repentance 
must always precede pardon. Of course, 
no man can have evidence that his sin is 
pardoned until he repents. Comp. Isa. 
i. 16—20. Joel ii. 13. IF May be blotted out. 
May be forgiven, or pardoned. The ex- 
pression, to blot out sins, occurs also in 
fsa. xliii. 25. Ps.- li. 1. 9. Jer. xviii. 23. Neh. 
iv. 5. Isa. xliv. 22. The expression, to blot 
out a name, is applied to expunging it from 
a roll, or catalogue, or list, as of an army, 
&c, Ex. xxxii. 32, 33. Deut. ix. 14 ; xxv. 
19 ; xxix. 20, &c. The expression, to blot 
out si7is, is taken from the practice of cre- 
ditors charging their debtors, and when 
the debt was paid, cancelling it, or wholly 
removing the record. The word used 
here properly refers to the practice of 
writiing on tables covered with wax, and 
then by inverting the stylus, or instrument 
of writing, smoothing the wax again, and 
thus removing every trace of the record. 
This more entirely expresses the idea of 
pardoning, than blotting does. It means 
wholly to remove the record, the charge, 
and every trace of the account against us. 
In this v^ay God forgives sins. 11 When 
the times, &c. Tiie word "oTr^g, rendered 
"when," is commonly rendered that, and 
denotes the ^naZ cause, or the reason why 
a thing is done. Matt. ii.23;v. 16. 45, &c. 
By many it has been supposed to have 
this sense here, and to mean " repent .... 
in order that the times of refreshing may 
Dcme," &c. Thus Kuinoe],Grotius, Light- 
foot, the Syriac version, &;c. If used in 
this sense, it means that their repentance 



and forgiveness would be the means of 
introducing peace and joy. Others have 
rendered it in accordance with our trans- 
lation, " when," meaning that they might 
find peace in the day when Christ should 
return to judgment; which return would 
be to them a day of rest, though of terror 
to the wicked. Thus Calvin, Beza, the 
Latin Vulgate, Schleusner, &c. The 
grammatical construction will admit of 
either, though the former is rnore in aC' 
cordance with the usual use of the word- 
The objection to the former is, that it ia 
not easy to see how their repenting, &c. 
should be the means of introducing the 
times of refreshing. And this, also, cor- 
responds very little with the design of 
Peter in this discourse. That was to en- 
courage them to repentance; to adduce 
arguments why they should repent ; and 
why they might hope in his mercy. To 
do this, it was needful only to assure thera 
that they were living under the times 
graciously promised by God, the times ol 
refreshing, when pardon might be obtaii, 
ed. The main inquiry, therefore, is, whal 
did Peter refer to by the times of refresh 
i7ig, and by the restitution of all thingsl 
Did he refer to any particular manifesta- 
tion to be made then ; or to the influence 
of the gospel on the earth ; or to the future 
state, when the Lord Jesus shall come to 
judgment? The idea which I suppose 
Peter intended to convey was this: 
'Repent, and be converted. You have 
been great sinners, and are in darxger. 
Turn from your ways, that your sins may 
be forgiven.' But then, what encourage, 
ment would there be for this? or why 
should it be done? Answer. 'You are 
Hving under the times of the gospel, the 
reign of the Messiah, the times of refresh- 
ing. This happy, glorious period has been 
long anticipated, and is to continue to the 
close of the world, the period including 
the restitution of all things, and the re- 
turn of Christ to judgment, has come , 
and is, therefore, the period when you 
7nay find mercy, and when you should 
seek it, to be prepared for his return.' In 
this sense the passage refers to the fact 
that this time, this dispensation, this eco- 
nomy, including all this, had come, and 
they were living under it, and might and 
should seek for mercy. It expresses, 
therefore, the common belief of the Jews 
that such a time should come, and the 
comment of Peter about its nature and 
continuance. The belief of the Jews 
was that such times shoidd come. Peter 
affirms that the belief of such a period 
was well-founded— a time v;hen mercy 
mav be obtained. That tii 3 has com.e 
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20 And he ° shall send Jesus 
Christ, which before was preached 
unto you : 



a c.l.ll. He.9.28. 



The doctrine that it should come was well- 
founded, and has been fulfilled. This 
was a reason why they should repent, and 
hope in the mercy of God. Peter goes on, 
then, to state further characteristics of 
that period. It should include the restitu- 
tion of all things, the return of Christ to 
judgment, &c. And all this was an addi- 
tional consideration why they should re- 
pent, and turn from their sins, and seek 
for forgiveness. The meaning of the pas- 
sage may, therefore, be thus summed up : 
•Repent, since such times shall come; 
they are clearly predicted ; they were to be 
expected ; and you are now living under 
them. In these times; in this dispensa- 
tion, also, God shall send his Son again to 
judge the vi^'orld ; and all things shall be 
closed and settled for ever. Since you 
live under this period, you may seek for 
mercy ; and you should seek to avoid the 
vengeance due to the wicked, and to be 
admitted to heaven when the Lord Jesus 
shall return.' IT Times of refreshing. 
The word rendered refreshing, ^voi^^v^tg, 
means properly the breathing, or refresh- 
ment, after being heated with labour, run- 
ning, &c. It hence denotes any kind of 
refreshment, as rest, or dehverance from 
evils of any Idnd. It is used nowhere 
else in the New Testament, except that 
the verb i^ used in 2 Tim. i. 16, "Onesi- 
phorus. . . .oft refreshed me, and was not 
ashamed of my chain." He administered 
comfort to me in my trials. It is used by 
the LXX. in the Old Testament nine 
times. Ex. viii. 15, "But when Pharaoh 
b'aw that there was respite," i.e. cessation 
or rest from the plagues. Hos. xii. 8. Jer. 
xlix. 31, Ps. Ixix. ll,&c. In no place in 
the Old Testament is the word appHed to 
the terms of the gospel. The idea, hov^^- 
over,that the times of the Messiah would 
be times of rest, and ease, and prosperity , 
was a favourite one among the Jews, and 
was countenanced in the Old Testament. 
See isa.; xxviii. 12, "To whom he said. 
This is the rest wherewith ye may cause 
the weary to rest ; and this is the refresh- 
mg," &c. They anticipated the times of 
the gospel as a period when they should 
have rest from their enemies ; a respite 
from the evils of oppression and war and 
a period of great national prosperity and 
peace. Under the idea that the happy 
times of the Messiah had come, Peter now 
addresses them, and assures them that 



21 Whom the heavens must re 
ceive until the times * of restitutior 
of all things, which God hath 



they might obtain pardon and peace 
IT Shall come. This does not mean thai 
this period was stiU future, for it had 
come; but that the expectation of the 
Jews that such a Messiah should come 
was well-founded. A remarkably similai 
construction we have concerning EHjali 
(Matt. xvii. 11), "And Jesus answered 
and said, Elias truly shall first come, and 
restore," &c. ; that is, the doctrine that 
Elijah should come was true ; though he 
immediately adds that ithad already taken 
place, ver. 12. See JNfote on the place 
IT From the presence of the Lord. Greek, 
"from the face of the Lord." The expres- 
sion means that God was its author. From 
the face of the Lord means from the Lord 
himself. Mark i. 2, " I send thy messen- 
ger 6e/bre thy face,^' i. e. before thee^ 
Comp. Mai. iii. 1. Luke i. 76 ; ii. 31. 

20. And he shall send, &c. ch. i. 11. 
Under this economy of things, he shall 
send Jesus Christ, i. e. the Messiah, to 
teach men; to redeem them; to save 
them; to judge the world ; to gather his 
people to himself; and to condemn the 
wicked. Under this economy they were 
then. This^ therefore, was an argument 
why they should repent and turn to God, 
that they might escape in the day of judg 
ment. IT Which before tvas preached, &c. 
Who has been proclaimed as the Messiah 
The name Jesus Christ is equivalent here 
to the Messiah. The Messiah had been 
proclaimed to the Jews as about to come 
In his time was to be the period of re 
freshing. He /ia<Z come ; and they were 
under the economy in which the blessings 
of the Messiah were to be enjoyed. This 
does not refer to his personal ministry, or 
to the preaching of the apostles ; bu=t to 
the fact that the Messiah had been a long 
time announced to them by the prophets 
as about to come. All the prophets had 
preached him, as the hope of the nation. 
It may be remarked, however, that there 
is here a difference in the manuscripts 
A large majority of them read 7r^ox£%£<- 
picr^ii/ov, who was designated, or appointed. 
instead of vi'ho was preached. This read 
ing is approved by Griesbac-h, Knapp 
Bengel, &c. It was followed in the an 
cient Syriac, the Arabic, &c. and is un- 
doubtedly the true reading. 

21. Whom the heaven must receive. The 
common belief of the Jews was, that the 
Messiah would reign on the earth for 
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ever. Jolin xii, 34. On this account they 
would object that Jesus could not be the 
Messiah ; and hence it became so impor- 
tant for the apostles to establish the fact 
that he had ascended to heaven. The 
evidence which they adduced was the 
fact that they saw him ascend. Acts i. 9. 
The meaning of the expression " whom 
the heaven must receive," is that it was 
Jit or propter (5'sT') that he should ascend. 
One reason of that fitness or propriety he 
himself stated hi John xvi. 7, comp. xvii. 

2. It was also fit or expedient that he 
should do it, to direct the affairs of the 
universe for the welfare of the church 
(Eph. i. 20—22), and that he should exer- 
cise there his office as a priest in inter- 
ceding for his people, 1 John ii. 1, 2. Heb. 
vii.25; ix. 24. Rom. viii. 34, Szc. It is 
remarkable that Peter did not adduce 
any passage of Scripture on this subject ; 
but it was one of the points on which 
there was no clear revelation. Obscure 
intimations of it might be found in Fs. ex. 
xvi, &c. but the fact that he should as- 
cend to heaven was not made prominent 
in the Old Testament. The words "whom 
the heaven must receive," also convey 
the idea of exaltation and power ; and Pe- 
ter doubtless intended to say that he was 
clothed with power, and exalted to ho- 
nour in the presence of God. See Ps. ex v. 

3, comp, 1 Pet. iii. 22, " Who is gone into 
heaven, and is on the right hand of God ; 
angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto him." Note, Acts ii. 
33. IT Until. This word implies that he 
would then return to the earth ; but it 
does not imply that he would not again 
ascend to heaven. IT The times of the 
restitution of all things. The nowi ren- 
dered restitution {ciTroycaraTTxa-SMg) does 

not elsewhere occur in the New Testa- 
ment. The verb from which it is derived 
occurs eight times. It means properly to 
restore a thing to its former situation, as 
restoring a sprained or dislocated limb to 
ts former soundness, Hence it is used to 
restore, or to /ual, in the New Testament. 
Matt. xii. 13, "And it (the hand) was re- 
stored whole as the other." Mark iii. 5. 
Luke vi. 10. And hence it is applied to the 
preparation or fitness for the coming of 
the Messiah which was to attend the 
preaching of John in the character of 
Elias. Matt. xvii. 11. Mark ix. 12, Thus in 
fosephus (Antiq. li. 3. 8), the word is used 
to denote the return of the Jews from the 
capti vitv of Bainion. and tlieir restoration 



22 For Moses truly said unto the 
fathers, A * Prophet shall the Lord 



b De.18.15-19. 



to their former state and privileges. The 
word has also the idea of consummation, 
completion, ox filling up. Thus it is used 
in rhilo, Hesy chins, Fhavorinus, and by 
the Greek classics. (See Lightfoot and 
Kuinoel.) Thus it is used here by the 
Syriac. " Until the complement or filling 
up of the times ;" that is, of all the eventa 
foretold by the prophets, &c. Thus the 
Arabic. " Until the times which shall esta- 
blish the perfection or completion of all the 
predictions of the prophets," &c. In this 
sense the passage means that the heavens 
must receive theLord Jesus until all things 
spoken by the prophets in relation to his 
work, his reign, the spread of the gospel, 
the triumph of religion, &c. shall have 
been fulfilled. It also conveys the idea 
of the predicted recovery of the world 
from sin, and the restoration of peace and 
order; the consummation of the work of 
the Messiah, now begun, but not yet 
complete ; slow it may be in its adv&nces, 
but triumphant and certain in its progress, 
and its close. ^ All things. All things 
which have been foretold by the prophets. 
The expression is limited by the connex- 
ion to this ; and of course it does not mean 
that all men shall be saved, or that all 
the evils of sin can be repaired or reme- 
died. This can never be, for the mis- 
chief is done, and cannot be undone; 
but every thing which the prophets 
have foretold shall receive their comple- 
tion and fulfilment, ^i Which God hath 
spoken. Which have been revealed, and 
are recorded in the Old Testament. ^ Of 
all his holy prophets. This does not mean 
that each one of the prophets had spoken 
of these things; but that all which had 
been spoJien should be fulfilled, '^^ Since 
the world began. This is an expression 
denoting the same as fro?n the beginning 
meaning to affirm with emphasis that ali 
the prophecies should be fulfilled. The 
apostles were desirous to show that they, 
as well as the Jews, held entirely to the 
prophets, and taught no doctrine which 
they had not taught before them. 

22. For Moses truly said. The autho- 
rity of Moses among the Jews was abso- 
lute and final. It was of great importance, 
therefore, to show not only that they were 
not departing from his law, but that he 
had actually /orefoM these very things. 
The object of the passage is not to prove 
that the heavens must receive him, but 
that he was truly the Messiah. "ST TJntc 
the fathers. To their ancestor, or the 
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your God raise up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me ; him shall 

founders of the nation. See Deut xviii. 
15— -19 % A prophet. Literally, one who 
fbretels future events. But it is also used 
to denote a religious teacher in general. 
See Rom. xii. 6. In. Deut. it is evi- 
dently used in a large sense, to denote 
one who should infallibly guide and di- 
rect the nation in its religious affairs ; one 
who should be commissioned by God to 
do this, in opposition to the diviners (ver. 
14) on which other nations relied. The 
meaning of this passage in Deuteronomy 
is apparent from the connexion. Moses 
is stating to them (ver. 1 — 8) the duty and 
office of the priests and Levites. He then 
cautions them against conforming to the 
surrounding nations, particularly on the 
subject of religious instruction and gui- 
dance. They, said he, consult, in times of- 
perplexity, with enchanters, and charmers, 
and necromancers, and wizards, &c. (ver. 
11 — 14), but it shall not be so with you. 
You shall not be left to this false and un- 
certain guidance in times of perplexity 
and danger; for the Lord will raise up, 
from time to time, a prophet, a man di- 
rectly commissioned in an extraordinary 
manner from heaven, like me, who shall 
direct and counsel you. The promise, 
therefore, pertains to the series of prophets 
which God would raise up; or it is a pro- 
mise that God would send his prophets, as 
occasion might demand, to instruct and 
counsel the nation. The design was to 
keep them from consulting with diviners, 
&c. and to preserve them from following 
the pretended and false religious teachers 
of surrounding idolatrous people. In this 
mterpretation most commentators agree. 
See particularly Calvin on this place. 
Thus explained, the prophecy had no ex- 
clusive or even direct reference to the 
Messiah, and there is no evidence that 
the Jews understood it to have any such 
reference, except as one of the series of 
prophets that God would raise up and 
send to instruct the nation. If then it be 
asked on what principle Peter appealed to 
this, we ma^ reply, (1.) That the Messiah 
was to sustain the character of a prophet, 
and the prophecy had reference to hin:! as 
one of- the teachers that God would raise 
up to instruct the nation. (2.) It would 
apply to him hy way of eminence, u.^ the 
greatest of the messengers that God would 
send to instruct the people. In this sense 
it is probable that the Jews would under- 
stand it. (3.) This was one of those 
etnergeyicies in the history of the nation 



ye hear in all things, whatsoever 
he shall say unt") you. 



wh&n they might expect such an inter 
vention. The prophecy implied that in 
times of perplexity and danger, God would 
raise up such a prophet. Such a time 
then existed. The nation was corrupt, 
distracted, subjected to a foreign povver, 
and needed such a teacher and guide. 
If it be asked why Peter appealed to this, 
rather than to explicit prophecies of the 
Messiah, we may remark, (1.) That his 
main object was to show their guilt in 
having rejected him and put him to death 
ver. 14, 15. (2.) That in order to do this, 
he sets before them clearly the obligation 
to obey him ; and in doing this, appeals 
to the express command of Moses. He 
shows them that, according to Moses, 
whoever w^ould not obey such a prophet 
should be cut off from among the people. 
In refusing, therefore, to hear this great 
prophet, and putting him to death, they 
had violated the express command of their 
own lawgiver. But it was possible still 
to obey him, for he still lived in heaven ; 
and all the authority of Moses, therefore, 
made it a matter of obligation for them 
still to hear and obey him. The Jews 
were accustomed to apply the name pro- 
phet to the Messiah (John i. 21 ; vi. 14 ; 
vii. 40. Matt. xxi. 11. Luke iv. 24), and 
it has been shown from the writings of 
the Jewish Rabbins, that they believed 
the Messiah would be the greatest of the 
prophets, even greater than Moses. See 
Note, John i. 21. IT The Lord your God. 
In the Hebrew, " Jehovah, thy God." 
% Raise up unto you. Appoint, or com- 
mission to come to you. II Of your bre- 
thren. Among yourselves ; of" your own 
countrymen ; so that you shall not be de- 
pendent on foreigners, or on teachers of 
other nations. All the prophets were 
native-bom Jews. And it was particu- 
larly true of the Messiah that he was to 
be a Jew, descended from Abraham, and 
raised up from the midst of his brethren. 
Heb. ii. 11. 16, 17. On this account it 
was to be presumed that they would feel 
a deeper interest in him, and listen more 
attentively to his instructions. % Like 
unto me. Not in all things, but only in 
the point which was under discussion 
He was to resemble him in being able to 
make known to them the will of God, and 
thus preventing the necessity of looking 
to other teachers. The idea of reseni 
blance between Moses and the prophet i^ 
not very strictly expressed in the Greek 
except m the mere circumstance of bein^ 
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23 And it shall come to pass, 
that every soul which will not hear 
that Prophet shall be destroyed from 
among the people. 



raised up. God shall raise up to you a 
pirophet as he has raised up me — w? J/^l. 
The resemblance between Moses and the 
Messiah should not be pressed too far. 
The Scriptures have not traced it farther 
Ihan to the fact that both were raised up 
by God to communicate his will to the 
Jewish people ; and therefore one should 
be heard as well as the other. IT Him 
shall ye hear. That is, him shall you 
obey, or you shall receive his instructions 
as a communication from God. IF In ail 
things whatsoever, &c. These words are 
not quoted literally from the Hebrew, but 
they express the seiise of what is said in 
Deut. xviii. 15. 18. 

23. And it shall come to pass. It shall 
be or shall occur. This is not the usual 
word rendered " it shall come to pass," 
It is a word commonly expressing futu- 
rity, but here it conveys the notion of o6- 
ligaiion. In this verse Peter has not quoted 
the passage in Deuteronomy literally, but 
he has given the sense. IT Every soul. 
Every person, or individual. Soul is often 
put for the whole man by the Hebrews, 
Acts vii. 14. Josh. x. 28. ^ Hear that pro- 
phet. That is, obey his instructions. He 
shall have authority to declare the will 
of God ; and he that does not obey him 
refuses to obey God. Comp. Luke x. 16. 
John xiii. 20. IT Shall be destroyed. This 
quotation is made according to the sense, 
and not literally. In the Hebrew the ex- 
pression is (Deut. xviii. 19), "I will require 
it oi' him," i. e. I will hold him answer- 
able, or responsible for it ,* I will punish 
him. This expression the LXX. have 
rendered by " 1 will take vengeance on 
him." The idea of the passage is, there- 
fore, that God would punish the man that 
would not hear the prophet, without spe- 
cifying the particular way in which it 
should be done. The usual mode of 
punishing such offences was by cutting 
the offender of from among the people. 
Ex. XXX. 33; xii. 15 ; xix. 31. Num. xv. 31 ; 
xix. 13. Lev. vii. 20, 21. 25. 27, &c The 
sense is, that he should be punished in 
the usual manner ; i. e. by excision, or by 
being destroyed from among the people. 
The word translated shall be destroyed 
means properly to exterminate ; wholly to 
devote to ruin, as of a wicked people, a 
wicked man whose life is taken, &c. To 
be destroy ed/roffi among ihepeoplemeans, 
however, to be excommunicated, or to be 



24 Yea, and all the prophets from 
Samuel, and thvse that follow after, 
as many as have spoken, have like- 
wise foretold of these days. 



deprived of the privileges of a people. 
Among the Jews this was probably the 
most severe punishment that could be in- 
flicted. It involved the idea of being cut 
off from the privileges of sacrifice and 
Worship in the temple and in the syna- 
gogue, &c. and of being regarded as a 
heathen and an outcast. The idea which 
Peter expressed here was, that the Jews 
had exposed themselves to the severest 
punishment in rejecting and crucifying 
the Lord Jesus, and that they should, 
therefore, repent of this great sin, and 
seek for mercy. The same remark is ap- 
plicable still to men. The Scriptures 
abundantly declare the truth, that if sin- 
ners will not hear the Lord Jesus, they 
shall be destroyed. And it becomes each 
individual to inquire with honesty whe- 
ther he listens to Af 5 instructions, and 
obeys his law, or whether he is rejecting 
him and following the devices and de- 
sires of his own heart. It will be a solemn 
day when the sinner shall be called to 
render a reason why he has rejected the 
teachings and laws of the Son of God! 

24. All the prophets. That is, the pro- 
phets in general. It may be said of the 
prophets generally, or of all of them, that 
they have foretold these things. Thi® 
expression is not to be pressed as if we 
were to look for distinct predictions of the 
Messiah in each one of the prophets. Th«3 
use of language does not require so strict 
an interpretation, t From Samuel, in 
the previous verse (22) Moses was men- 
tioned as the first in order. The next in 
order was Samuel. The same mention 
of ilfoses and Samuel occurs in Ps. xcix. 6. 
The reason why Samuel is mentioned 
here is, probably, that he was the first 
prophet after Moses who recorded a pre- 
diction respecting the times of the Mes- 
siah. The Jews, in their divisions of the 
books of the Old Testament, reckoned the 
book of Joshua as the first of the prophets- 
But in Joshua and Judges there does not 
occur any distinct prediction of the Mes- 
siah. The prophecy in Samuel, to which 
Peter probably had reference, is in 2 Sam. 
vii. 16. From the time of Moses to Sa 
muel, also, it is probable that no prophet 
arose. God was consulted by Urim and 
Thummim (Ex. xxviii. 30. Num.xxvii. 21), 
and consequently no extraordinary mes- 
senger was sent to instruct the nation, 
f As many as have spoJcen. Whosoevi^* 
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25 Ye « are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with our fathers, saying 
unto Abraham, And * in thy seed 

aRo,9.4;15.8. 6 Ge.22.18, 



has declared the will of God. This is to 
be taken in a general sense. The mean- 
ing is, that the prophets had concurred in 
foretelling these days. They not merely 
concurred in foretelling a nappy future 
period, but they foretold distinctly ihe 
very things which had actually occurred 
respecting Jesus of Nazareth ; and the 
Jews, therefore, should listen to the voice 
of their own prophets. 

25. Ye are the children of the prophets. 
Greek, " Ye are the sons of the prophets," 
The meaning is, not that they were 1 ite- 
rally the descendants of the prophets, but 
that they were their disciples, pupils, fol- 
lowers. They professed to follow the pro- 
pliets as their teachers and guides. Teach- 
ers among the Jews, were often spoken 
of under the appellation of fathers, and 
disciples as sons. Matt. xii. 27. Kote, 
Matt. i. 1. As they were the professed 
disciples of the prophets, they should lis- 
ten to them. As they lived among the 
people to whom the prophets were sent, 
and to whom the promises were made, 
they should avail themselves of the offer 
of mercy, and embrace the Messiah. 
IT And of the covenant. Ye are the sons 
of the covenant; that is, you are of tho 
posterity of Abraham, with whom th'* 
covenant was made. The word " sons' 
was often thus used to denote those to 
whom any favour appertained, whether 
by inheritance or in any other way. Thus 
Matt. viii. 12, " the children (sons) of the 
kingdom." John xvii. 12, "The son of 
perdition." The word covenant denotes 
properly a compact or agreement between 
equals, or those who have a right to make 
such a compact and to choose or refuse 
she terms. When applied to God and 
ffllan, it denotes a^Zrm promise on the part 
t>f God; a pledge to be regarded with all 
the sacredness of a compact, that he will 
do certain things on certain conditions. 
It is called a covenant only to designate 
its sacredness and the certainty of its ful- 
filment, not that man had any right to re- 
ject any of the terms or stipulations. As 
man has no such right, as he is bound to 
receive all that hia Maker proposes, so, 
Btrictiy and liteially, there has been no 
compact or ccvenajit between God and 
man- The promise to which Peter refers 
in tlie oassage before us, is in Gen. xxii. 



shall all the kindreds of the earm 
be blessed. 

26 Unto '^ you first, God, having 
raised up his Son JesuSj sent him 

c Matt.10.5. Lu.24.47. 



18; xii. 3. ^ In thy seed. Thy posterity 
See Rom. iv. 13. 16. This promise the 
apostle Paul affirms had express reference 
to the Messiah. Gal. in. 16. The word 
seed is used sometimes to denote an indi- 
vidual (Gen. iv. 25) ; and the apostle (Gal. 
iii. 16) affirms that there was special re- 
ference to Christ in the promise made to 
Abraham. IT All ihe kindreds. The word 
translated kindreds {Trar^iui) denotes those 
who have a common father or ancestor 
and is applied to families. It is also r^o- 
ferred to those larger communities which 
descended from the same ancestor, and 
thus refers to nations. Eph. iii. 15 Here 
it evidently refers to all nations. IF Be 
blessed. He made happy > 

26. Unto you first. To you who are 
Jews. This was the -'direction, that the 
gospel should be first preached to the 
Jews, beginning at Jerusalem. Luke xxiv. 
47. Jesus himself also confined his ministry 
entirely to the Jews. ^ Having raised up 
This expression does not refer to his hav- 
ing raised him from the dead, but is used 
in the same sense as in vei*se 22, where 
God promised that he would raise up a 
prophet, and send him to teach the peo- 
ple. Peter means that God had appointed 
his Son Jesus, or had commissioned bim 
to go and preach to the people to turn 
them away from their sins. IT To bless 
you. To make you happy ; to fulfil the 
promise made to Abraham. ^ In turning 
aiuay. That is, by his preaching, exam- 
ple, death, &c. The highest blessing that 
can be conferred on men is to be turnec 
fit o/n sin. It is the source of all woes, am 
if men are turned from that, they will be 
happy. Christ blesses no one in sin, oi 
while loving sin, but by turning them 
fromnn. This was the object which he 
had in view in coming. Isa. lix. 20. Matt. 
21. The design of Peter in these re- 
marks was to show them that the Messiah 
had come, and that now they might look 
for happiness, pardon, and mercy through 
him. As the Jews might, so may all ; and 
as Jesus while liying sought to turn away 
men from their sins, so he does still, and 
still designs to blesii all nations by the 
gospel which be had himself preached, 
and to establish whi.>h, he died. All may 
therefore come and bo Mesiwd ; and all 
may rejoice in the {r>ip}\jji Uiat *he&e 
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to bless you, in turning away <* every 
one of you from his iniquities. 

CHAPTER IV. 
A ND as they spake unto the peo- 
^-^ pie, the priests, and the ^ cap- 



a Is.59,20, Matt.l.2l. Tit.2.11-14. 



blessings shall yet be bestowed on all the 
kindreds of the earth. May the happy 
day soon come ! ° 

CHAPTER IV. 

•]. The priests. It is probable that these 
priests were a part of the sanhedrim, or 
great council of the nation. It is evident 
that they claimed some authority for pre- 
v^enting the preaching of the apostles. 
A.nd the whole transaction seems to show 
Jiat they did not come upon them in a 
tumultuous manner, but a^ keepers of the 
peace. IT The captain of the temple. See 
Notes, Matt. xxvi. 47. Luke xxii. 4. This 
was the commander of the guard station- 
ed chiefly in the tower Antonia, espe- 
cially during the great feasts ; and it was 
their duty to preserve order, and prevent 
any tumult. The captain of the temple 
came at this time to prevent a tumult or 
suppress a riot, as it was supposed that 
the teaching of the apostles and the crowd 
collected by the healing of the lame man 
would lead to a tumult. IT And the Sad- 
ducees. See Note, Matt. iii. 7. One of 
the doctrines which the Sadducees main- 
tained was, that there was no resurrec- 
tion of the dead. Hence they were par- 
ticularly opposed to the apostles for 
preaching it, and because they gave so 
clear proof that Jesus had risen, and were 
thus spreading the doctrine of the resur- 
rection among the people. IF Came upon 
them. This expressk)n implies that they 
came in a sudden and violent manner. 
See Luke xx. 1. 

2. Being grieved. The word thus trans- 
lated occurs but in one other place in the 
New Testament, Acts xvi. 18. It implies 
more than simple sorrow ; it was a min- 
gled emotion of indignation and anger. 
They did not grieve because they thought 
it a public calamity, but because it inter- 
fered with their authority, and opposed 
their doctrine. It means that it was pai7i- 
ful to them, or they could not hear it. It 
IS often the case that bigots, and men in 
authority, have this kind of grief at the 
zeal of men in spreading the truth, and 
thus undermining their influence and au- 
thority. % That they taught the people. 
The ground of their" grief was as much 
the fact that they should presume to in- 
struct the people, as the matter which 
they taught them. They were offended 
G 



tain of the temple, and the Saddu- 
cees, ^ came upon them, 

2 Being grieved that they taught 
the people, and preached through 
Jesas the resurrection from the dead.. 



it Matt. 22.23. c,23.8. 



that unlearned Galileans, in no way con- 
nected with the priestly office, and unau- 
thorized by them^ should presume to set 
themselves up as rehgious teachers. T'hey 
claimed the right to watch over the in- 
terests of the people, and to declare who 
was authorized to instruct the nation. Il 
has been no unusual thing for men in 
ecclesiastical stations to take exceptions 
to the ministry of those who have not 
been commissioned by themselves. Men 
easily fancy that all power to instruct 
others is lodged in their hands ; and they 
oppose others simply from the fact that 
they have not derived their authority 
from them. The true question in this 
case was, whether these Galileans gave 
proof that they were sent by God. The 
fact of the miracle in this case should 
have been satisfactory. We have here, 
also, a striking instance of the fact that 
men may turn away from evidence, and 
from most important points, and fix on 
something that opposes their prejudices, 
and which may be a matter of very little 
moment. No inquiry was made whether 
the miracle had been really wrought ; but 
the only inquiry was whether they had 
conformed to their views of doctrine and 
order. % And preached through Jesus, &c- 
The Sadducees would be particularly op- 
posed to this. They denied the doctrine 
of the resurrection, and they were trou- 
bled thaf the apostles adduced proof of it 
so strong as the resurrection of Jesus. It 
was perceived that this doctrine was be- 
coming established among the people j 
multitudes believed that he had risen , 
and if he Jiad been raised up, it followed 
also that others would rise. The Saddu- 
cees, therefore, felt that their cause was 
in danger-, and they joined with the 
priests in endeavouring to arrest its 
spread an^ng the people. This is the 
account of the first opposition that was 
made to the gospel as it was preached by 
the apostles. It is worthy of remark that 
it excited so much and so speedily the 
enmity of those in power ; and that the 
apostles were so soon called to test the 
sincerity of their attachment to their Mas- 
ter. They who but a few days before 
had fled at the approach of danger, were 
called to meet this opposition, and to 
show their attachment to a risen Re 
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3 Aiid they laid hands on them, 
and put them in hold unto the next 
day : for it was now even-tide. 

4 Howbeit many « of them which 
heard the word believed; and the 
number of the men was about five 
thousand. 



deemer ; and they did it without shrink- 
ing. They showed now that they were 
indeed the true friends of the crucified 
Saviour : and this remarkable change in 
their conduct is one among the many 
proofs that they were influenced from 
above. 

3. Put them in hold. That is, they took 
them into cuatodv, or into safe keeping. 
Probably they committed them to the care 
of a guard. ^ Even-tide. Evening. It 
was not convenient to assemble the coun- 
cil at night. This was moreover the time 
for the evening prayer or sacrifice, and it 
was not usual to assemble the sanhedrim 
at that hour. 

4. Howbeit. But ; notwithstanding. 
IF Many of them, &c. This was one of 
the instances which has since been so 
often repeated, in which persecution has 
only had a tendency to extend and esta- 
blisii the faith which it was designed to 
destroy. It finally came to be a proverb 
that " the blood of the martyrs is the seed 
of the church;" and there is no lesson 
which men have been so slow to learn 
as that to oppose and persecute men is the 
very way to confirm them in their opi- 
nions, and to spread their doctrines. It 
was supposed here that the disciples 
were few, that they were withofit power, 
wealth, and influence, and that it was 
easy to crush them at once. But God 
made their persecution the means of ex- 
tending, in a signal manner, the truths of 
the gospel and the triumphs of his word. 
And so in all ages it has been, and so it 
ever will be. t And the number, &c. It 
seems probable tha^t in this number of 
five thousand ther were included the 
one hundred and twenty whj^ are men- 
tioned in ch. i. 15, and the three thousand 
who were converted on the day of Pente- 
cost, ch ii. 41. It does not appear proba- 
ble that five thousand should have been 
assembled and converted in Solomon's 
porch (ch. iii. 11), on occasion of the cure 
of the lame man. Luke doubtless means 
to say that, up to this time, the number of 
persons who had joined themselves to the 
apostles was about five thousand. On^his 
supposition, the work of religion must 



5 And it came to pass on the 
morrow, that their rulers and elders, 
and scribes, 

6 And Annas * the high-priest, 
and Caiaphas, and John, and Alex- 
ander, and as many as were of the 
kindred of the high-priest, were 



have made a very rapid advance. How 
long this was after the day of Pentecost 
is not mentioned ; but it is clear that it 
was at no very distant period ; and the 
accession of near two thousand to the 
number of believers was a very striking 
proof of the power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit. IT Of the men. Of the per 
sons. The word men is often used with 
out reference to sex. Luke xi. 31. Rom. 
iv. 8 ; xi. 4. 

5, 6. Their rulers. The rulers of the 
Jews; doubtless the members of the san- 
hednm, or great councd of the nation. 
Comp. V. 15. Note, Matt. ii. 4 ; v. 22. The 
expression their rulers, looks as if this 
book was written for the Gentiles, or 
Luke would have said our rulers. IF El- 
ders. Presbyters; or those who were 
chosen from among the people to sit in 
the sanhedrim. It is probable that the 
rulers were those who, held also some 
other office, but were also authorized to 
sit in the great council. % Scribes. See 
Note, Matt. ii. 4 IT And Annas, &c. 
JVote, John xviii. 13. It is by no means 
certain that Annas was at that time the 
high-priest, but he had been, and doubt- 
less retained the title. He was father-in- 
law to Caiaphas the high-priest ; and from 
this fact, together with his former dignity, 
he is mentioned first, f Caiaphas. Son- 
in-law of Annas, and now exercising the 
office of the high-priest. John xviii. 13. 
IT John and Alexander, &c. Of these per- 
sons nothing more is known. It is clear 
that they were members of the great coun- 
cil, and the mention of their names shows 
that the men of chief authority and influ- 
ence were assembled to silence the apos- 
tles. Annas and Caiaphas had been con- 
cerned in the condemnationof Jesus, and 
they would now feel a special interest in 
arresting the progress of the gospel among 
the people. All the success of the gos"- 
pel reflected back light upon the wicked- 
ness of the act of condemning the Lord 
Jesus. And this fact may serve, in part, 
to account for their strong desire to silence 
the apostles. IF At Jerusalem. £is This 
was the usual place of assembling the 
sanhedrim. But the Jewish writers (see 
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gathered together at Jerusalem. 

7 And when they had set them 
in the midst, they asked, By* what 
power, or by what name, have ye 
done this 1 



Lightfoot on this place) say that forty 
years before the destruction of the city, 
on account of the great increase of crime, 
&c. the sanhedrim was removed from 
place to place. The declaration of Luke 
that they were now assembled in Jerusa- 
lem, seems to imply that they sometimes 
met in other places. It is probable that 
the members of the sanhedrim were not 
in the city at the time mentioned in ver. 
3, and this was the reason why the trial 
was deferred to the next day. 

7. In the midst. In the presence of the 
great council. ^ By what power, &.c. A 
similar question was put to Christ in 
the temple Matt. xxi. 23. ^ By what name. 
That is, by whose authority- It is very 
probable that they expected to intimidate 
the apostles by this question. They claim- 
ed the right "of regulating the religious 
affairs of the nation. They had vast 
power with the people. They assumed 
that all power to instruct the people 
should originate with them: and they 
expected that the apostles would be con- 
founded, as having violated the establish- 
ed usage of the nation. It did not seem 
to occur to them to enter into an investi- 
gation of the question, wliether this ac- 
knowledged miracle did not prove that 
they were sent by God ; but they assumed 
that they were impostor-s-, v.rA attempted 
to silence them by authority. It has 
been usual with the enemies of reli- 
gion to attempt to intimidate its friends, 
and when argument fails, to attempt to 
silence Christians by appealing to their 

8. Filled with the Holy Ghost. Note, 
eh. ii. 4. If Ye rulers, &c. Peter addressed 
-lie sanhedrim with perfect respect. He 
did not call in question their authority to 
^fjropose this question. He seemed to re- 
gard this as a favourable opportunity to 
declare the truth and state the evidence 
of the Christian religion. In this he acted 
on the principle of the injunction which 
he himself afterwards gave (1 Pet. iii 15), 
" Be ready always to give an answer to 
avery man that asketh you a reason of 
the hope that is in you, with meekness 
and fear." Innocence is willing to be 
questioned; and a believer in the truth 
will rejoice in any opportunity to state 
the evidence of wnai is believed. It is 



8 Tiien Peter, filled * with tiiQ 
Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye 
rulers of the people, and elders of 
Israel, 

9 If we this day be examined of 

b c.7.95. 

remarkable, also, that this was before the 
great council' of the nation; the body that 
was clothed with the highest authority. 
And Peter could not have forgotten that 
before this very council, and these very 
men, his Master had been arraigned and 
condemned. Nor could he have forgot- 
ten that in the very room where this 
same council was convened to try hia 
Lord, he had himself shrunk from an 
honest avowal of attachment to him, and 
shamefully and profanely denied hint. 
That he was now able to stand boldly 
before this same tribunal, evinced a re- 
markable cAan^e in his feelings, and was 
a most clear and impressive proof of the 
genuineness of his repentance when he 
went out and wept bitterly. Comp. Luke 
xxii. 54 — 62. And we may remark here, 
that one of the most clear evidences of 
the sincerity of repentance is when it 
leads to a result like this. So deeply was 
the heart of Peter affected by his sin 
(Luke xxii. 62), and so genuine was his 
sorrow, that he doubtless remembered 
his crime on this occasion ; and the me- 
mory of it inspired him with boldness. 
It may be further remarked, that one evi- 
dence of the genuineness of repentance 
is a desire to repair the evil which is done 
by crime. Peter had done dishonour to 
his Master and his cause, in the presence. 
of the great council of the nation. No- 
thing, on such an occasion, would be 
more likely to do injury to the cause, 
than for one of the disciples of the Sa- 
viour to deny him — one of his followers 
to be guilty of prqfaneness and falsehood. 
But here was an opportunity, in some 
degree, at least, to repair the evil. Be- 
fore the same council and the same men, 
in the same city, and in the presence of 
the same people, it is not an unnatural 
supposition that Peter i^joiced that h^ 
might have opportunity to bear his testi- 
mony to the divine mission of the Saviour 
whom he had before denied. By using 
the customary language of respect ap- 
plied to the great council, Peter also has 
shown us that it is proper to evince re- 
spect for office, and for those in power. 
Religion requires us to render this ho- 
mage, and to treat men in office with 
deference. Matt, xxii 21. Rom. xiii. 7 
1 Pet. ii. 13—17. 
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the good deed done to the impotent 
man, by what means he is made 
whole ; 

10 Be it known unto you all, and 
to all the people of Israel, that * by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Naza- 
reth, whom ye crucified, whom God 

ac.3.6,16. 



10. Be it known, &c. Peter might have 
evaded the question, or he might have 
resorted to many excuses and subterfuges 
Calvin)^ if he had been desirous of avoid- 
ing this inquiry. But it was a noble op- 
portunity for vindicating the honour of 
Ais Lord and master. It was a noble op- 
portunity also for repairing the evil which 
he had done by his guilty denial of his 
LfOrd. Although, therefore, this frank 
and open avowal was attended with dan- 
ger, and although it was in the presence 
of the great and the mighty, yet he chose 
to state fully and clearly his conviction 
of the truth. Never was there an instance 
of greater boldness; and never could 
there be a more striking illustration of the 
fitness of the name which the Lord Jesus 
gave him, that of a rock. John i. 42. Matt, 
xvi. 17, ]8. The timid, trembling, yield- 
ing, and vacillating Simon he who just 
before was terrified by a servant girl, and 
who on the lake was afraid of sinking, is 
now transformed into the manly, decided, 
and firm. Cephas, fearless before the great 
council of the nation, and in an unwaver- 
ing tone asserting the authority of him 
whom he had just before denied, and 
whom (hey had just before put to death. 
It is not possible to account for this 
change except on the supposition that 
this religion is true. Peter had no world- 
ly motive to actuate him. He had no 
prospect of wealth or fame by this. Even 
the hopes of honour and preferment 
which they had cherished before the 
death of Jesus, and which might have 
been supposed to influence them then, 
were now abandoned by the apostles. 
Their Master had died; and all their 
hopes of human honour and power had 
been buried in his grave. Nothing but 
the conviction of the truth could have 
wrought this change, and transformed 
this timid disciple to a bold and uncom- 
promising apostle. ^ By the name. By. 
the authority or power, ch. iii. 6. ^ Of 
Jesus Christ. The union of these two 
names would be particularly offensive to 
the sanhedrim. They denied that Jesus 
was the Christ, or the Messiah; Peter, 
by th© use of the word Christ, affirmed 



raised from the dead, eveii by him 
doth this man stand here before you 
whole. 

1 1 This is the stone ^ which was 
set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the 
corner. 

iFs.118.22.l8.28.16.Matt.21.42. 



that he was. In the language then used; 
it would be, " By the name of Jesus, the 
Messiah" IT Of Nazareth. Lest there 
should be any mistake about his mean- 
ing, he specified that he referred to the 
despised Nazarene ; to him who had just 
been put death, as they supposed, covered 
with infamy. Christians little regard the 
epithets of opprobrium which may be 
affixed to themselves or to their religion. 
IT Whom ye crucified. There is emphasis 
in ali the expressions that Peter uses. He 
had before charged the people with the 
crime of having put him to death, ch. ii. 
23 ; iii. 14, 15. But he now had the op- 
portunity, contrary to all expectation, of 
urging the charge with still greater force 
on the rulers themselves, on tlie verj- 
council which had condemned him and 
delivered him to Pilate. It was a re- 
markable providence that an opportunity 
was thus afforded of urging this charge 
m the presence of the sanhedrim, and of 
proclaiming to them, the necessity of re- 
pentance. Little did they imagine when 
they condemned the Lord Jesus, that this 
charge would be so soon urged. This is 
one of the instances in which God takes 
the wise in their own craftiness. Job v. 
13. They had arraigned the apostles; 
they demanded their authority for what 
they had done ; and thus they had directly 
opened the way, and invited them to the 
serious and solemn charge which Peter 
here urges against them. 

11. This is the stone. This passage is 
found in Ps. cxviii. 22. It is quoted, also, 
by our Saviour as applicable to himself. 
See Note on Matt, xxi 42. The ancient 
Jews applied this to David, In the Tar- 
gum on Ps. cxviii. 22, this passage is ren- 
dered, "The child who was among the 
sons of Jesse, and was worthy to be con- 
stituted King, the builders rejected." 
The New Testament writers, however, 
apply it without any doubt to the Mes- 
siah. Comp. Isa. xxviii. 16. Rom. ix. 33. 
Eph. ii. 20. And from this passage we 
may learn, that God will overrule the 
devices and plans of wicked men, to ac- 
complish his own purposes. What men 
despise and set at nought, he esteems of 
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12 Neither is there salvation in 
any other : for °' there is none other 

a c.10.43. lTiin.2.5,6. 



inestimable value in his kingdom. What 
the great and the mighty contemn, he re- 
gards as the very foundation and corner- 
stone of the edifice which he designs to 
rear. Nothing has been more remarkable 
than- this in the history of man ; and in 
nothing is more contempt thrown on the 
proud projects of men, than that what 
Ihey have rejected he has made the very 
basis of his schemes. 

12. Neither is (here s&lvation. The word 
salvation properly denotes any preserva- 
tion, or keeping any thing in a sa/e state ; 
a preserving it from harm. It signifies, 
also, deliverance from any evil of body 
or mind ; from pain, sickness, danger, &c. 
Acts vii. 25. But it is in the New Testa- 
ment apphed particularly to the work 
which the Messiah came to do, " to seek 
and to save those which were lost." This 
work refers primarily to a deliverance of 
the soul from sin. Matt. i. 2]. Acts v. 31. 
Luiie iv. 18. Rom. viii. 21. Gal. v. 1. It 
then denotes, as a consequence of freedom 
from sin, freedom from all the ills to 
which sin exposes man, and the attain- 
ment of that perfect peace and joy which 
shall be bestowed on the children of God 
in the heavens. The reasons why Peter 
introduces this subject here seem to be 
these : (1.) He was.discoursing of the de- 
Uverance of the man that was healed, his 
salvation from a long and painful calami- 
ty. This deliverance had been accom- 
plished by the power of Jesus. The men- 
tion of this suggested that greater and 
more important salvation from sin and 
death which it was the object of the 
Lord Jesus to effect. As it was by Ms 
power that this man had been healed, so 
it was by his power only that men could 
be saved from death and hell. Deliver- 
ance from any temporal calamity should 
lead the thoughts to that higher redemption 
which the Lord Jesus contemplates in re- 
gard to the soul. (2.) This was a favourable 
opportunity to introduce the doctrines of 
the gospel to the notice of the great council 
of the nation. The occasion invited to it,- 
the mention of a part of the work of Je- 
sus invited to a contemplation of his whole 
work. Peter would not have done jus- 
tice to the character and work of Christ, 
jf he had not introduced that great de- 
sign which he liad in View to save men 
from death and hell. It is probable, also, 
that he advanced a sentiment in which 
he expected they would immediately con- 
a2 



*name under heaven given arnjiig 
men whereby we must be saved. 

b P8.45.I7. 



cur, and which accorded with their well- 
known opinions, that salvation was to ba 
obtained only by the Messiah. Thus Paul 
(Acts xxvi. 22, 23) says that he taught no 
thing else than v/hat was delivered by 
Moses and the prophets, &c. Comp, Acts 
xxiii. 6; xxvi. 6. The apostles did not 
pretend to proclaim any doctrine which 
was not delivered by Moses and the pro- 
phets, and which did not in fact consti- 
tute a part of the creed of the Jewish na- 
tion. IT In any other. Any other person. 
He does not mean to say that God is not 
able to save, but that the salvation of the 
human family is intrusted to the hands 
of Jesus the Messiah, f For there is none 
other name. This is an explanation of 
what he had said in the previous part 
of the verss. The woid name here is 
used to denote the person himself; there 
is no other being, or person. As we should 
say, there is no one who can save but Je- 
sus Christ. The word Jiarne is often used 
in this sense. See Note on iii. 6. 16. That 
there is no other Saviour, or mediator be- 
tween God and man, is abundantly taught 
in the New Testament; and it is indeed 
the main design of revelation to prove 
this. See 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. Acts x. 43. f Un- 
der heaven. This expression does not ma- 
terially differ from the one immediately 
following, " among men." They are de- 
signed to express with emphasis the senti- 
ment that salvation is to be obtained in 
Christ alone, and not in any patriarch, or 
prophet, or teacher, or king, or in any false 
Messiah. % Given. In this word it is implied 
that -salvation has its origin in God ; that 
a Saviour for men must be given by him ; 
and that salvation cannot be originated 
by any power among men. The Lord 
Jesus is thus uniformly represented as 
given, or appointed by God for this great 
purpose (John iii. 16 ; xvii. 4. 1 Cor. iii. 5, 
Gal. i. 4; ii. 20. Eph. i. 22; v. 25. 1 I^im. 
ii. 6. Rom. v. 15—18. 23); and hence 
Christ IS called the "unspeakable gift' 
of God. 2 Cor. ix. 15. IT Whereby we musi 
be saved. By which it is Jit, or proper 
(^i'O, that we should be saved. There is 
no other way of salvation that is adapted 
to the great object contemplated; and 
therefore, if saved, it must be in this way, 
and by this plan. All other schemes by 
men's own devices are not adapted to the 
purpose, and therefore cannot save. The 
doctrine that men can be saved oiil.y by 
Jesus Christ is abundantly taught in iho 
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Scriptures. To show the failure of all 
other schemes of religion was the great 
design of the first part of the epistle to the 
Romans. By a laboured argument Paul 
there shows (eh. i.) that the Gentiles had 
failed in their attempt to justify them- 
selves ; and in th. ii. iii. that the same 
thing was true also of the Jews. If both 
these schemes failed, then there was need 
of some other plan ; and that plan was 
that of salvation by Jesus Christ. If it be 
asked, then, whether this affirmation of 
Peter is to be understood as having re- 
spect to infants and the heathen, we may 
remark, (1.) That his design was primarily 
to address the Jews, " Whereby we must 
be saved." But (2.) The same thing is 
doubtless true of others. If, as ChristiaUs 
generally believe, infants are saved, there 
is no absurdity in supposing that it is by 
the merits of the atonement. But for that, 
there would have been no promise of sal- 
vation. No offer has been made except 
by the Mediator ; and to him doubtless is 
to be ascribed all the glory of raising up 
even those in infancy to, eternal life. If 
any of the heathen are to be saved, as 
most Christians suppose, and as seems in 
accordance with the mercy of God, it is 
no less certain that it will be in conse- 
quence of the intervention of Christ. 
Those who will be brought to heaven 
will sing one song (Rev. v. 9), and will be 
prepared for eternal union in the service 
of God in the skies. Still, the Scriptures 
have not declared that great numbers of 
the heathen will be saved, who have not 
the gospel. The contrary is more than 
implied in the New Testament. Rom. ii. 
12. Neither has the Scripture affirmed 
that all the heathen shall certainly be 
cut off. It has been discovered by mis- 
sionaries among the heathen that indivi- 
duals have, in a remarkable way, been 
convinced of the folly of idolatry, and 
were seeking a better religion; that their 
minds were in a serious, thoughtful, in- 
quiring .state, and that they at once em- 
braced the gospel when it wa^ offered to 
them, as exactly adapted to their state of 
mind, and meeting their inquiries. Such 
was extensively the case in the Sandwich 
Islands; and the following instance re- 
cently occurred in this country. "The 
Flat-head Indians, living west of the 
Rocky mountains, recently sent a depu- 
tation to the white settlements to inquire 
after the Bible. The circumstance that 
led to this singular movement is as fol- 
lows : It appears that a wlnte man (Mr, 
Catlln) had penet^aied into their country, 
and happened to be a spectator at one of 
'beir religious ceremonies. He informed 



them that their mode of worshipping the 
Supreme Being was radically wrong, and 
that the people away towards the rising 
of the sun had been put in possession of 
the true mode of worshipping the Great 
Spirit. On receiving this information, they 
called a national council to take this sub- 
ject into consideration. Some said, if this 
be true, it is certainly high time we were 
put in possession of this mode. They ac- 
cordingly deputed four of the chiefs to 
proceed to St. Louis, to see their great 
father, general Clark, to inquire of him 
the truth of this matter. They were cor- 
dially received by the general, who gave 
them a succinct history of Revelation- 
and the necessary instruction relative tc 
their important mission. Two of them 
sunk under the severe toils attending a 
journey of three thousand miles. I'he 
remaining two, after acquiring what 
knowledge they could of the Bible, its 
institutions and precepts, retm-ned, tc 
carry back those few rays of divine light 
to their benighted countrymen." In what 
way their minds were led to this state we 
cannot say; or how ihis preparation for 
the gospel was connected with the agencu 
and merits of Christ, we perhaps cannot 
understand. But we know that the afifaira 
of this entire world are placed under the 
control of Christ (John xvii. 2. Eph. i. 21, 
22), and that the arrangements of events by 
which they were brought to this state of 
mind are in his hands. Another remarb 
may here be made : it is, that it often oc- 
curs that blessings come upon us /"rw/i 
benefactors v)hom we do riot see, and from 
sources which we cannot trace. On this 
principle we receive many of the mercies 
of life ; and from any thing that appears 
in this way many blessings of salvation 
may be conferred on the world, and pos 
sibly many of the heathen be saved 
Still, this view does not interfere with 
the command of Christ to preach the gos- 
pel. Mark xvi. 15. The great mass of the 
heathen are not in this state : and this fact 
so far as it goes, is an encouragement to 
preach the gospel to the entire world. If 
Chi'ist thus prepares the way ; if he ex- 
tensively fits the minds of the heathen for 
the reception of the gospel ; if he shows 
them the evil and folly of their own sys- 
tem, and leads them to desire a better, 
then this should operate not to produce 
indolence, but activity, and zeal, and 
encouragement to enter into the field 
white for the harvest, and to toil that 
all who seek the truth, and are prepared 
to embrace the gospel, may be brought 
to the light of the Sun of righteoua- 
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13 Now when they saw the bold- 
ness of Peter and John, and per- 
ceived that they were unlearned <* 



a Matt U.25. 1 Cor. 1.27. 



13 Boldness. This word properly de- 
notes openness or confidence in speaking. 
It stands opposed to hesitancy, and to 
equivocation in declaring our sentiments. 
Here it means, that in spite of danger and 
opposition, they avowed tiieir doctrines 
without any attempt to conceal or dis- 
guise them. IF yeier and John. It was 
tiiey only who had been concerned in the 
healing of the lame man. ch. iii. 1. 11 And 
perceived. When they knew that they 
were unlearned. This might have been 
ascertained either by report, or by the 
manner of their speaking. IT Unledrned. 
This word properly denotes those who 
were not acquainted with letters, or who 
had not had the benefit of an education. 
^Ignorant men. \i^i&Tcti, This word pro- 
perly denotes those who live in private, 
in contradistinction from those who are 
engaged in public life, or in office. As 
this class of persons is commonly also 
supposed to be less learned, talented, and 
refined than those in office, it comes to 
denote those who are rude and illiterate. 
The idea intended to be conveyed here 
is, that these men had not had opportu- 
nities of education (comp. Matt. iv. 18 — 
24), and had not been accustomed to pub- 
lic speaking, and hence they were sur- 
prised at their boldness. This same cha- 
racter is uniformly attributed to the early 
preachers of Christianity. Comp. 1 Cor. i. 
27. Matt. xi. 25. The Galileans were re- 
garded by the Jews as particularly rude 
and uncultivated. Malt. xxvi. 73. Mark 
xiv. 17. IT They marvelled. They won- 
dered that men who had not been edu- 
cated in the schools of the Rabbins, and? 
accustomed to speak, should declare their 
sentiments with so much boldness. IF And 
they took knowledge. This expression 
means simply that they knew, or that they 
obtained eviaence, or proof, that they had 
been with Jesus. It is not said in what 
way they obtained this evidence ; but the 
connexion leads us to suppose it was by 
the miracle which they had wrought ; by 
their firm and bold declaration of the doc- 
trines of Jesus ; and perhaps by the irre- 
sistible conviction that none would be thus 
bold who had not been personally with 
him, and who had not the firmest convic- 
tion that he was the Messiah. They had 
not been trained in their schools, and their 
boldness could not be attributed to the arts 
of rhetoric, but was the native", ingenuous. 



and ignorant men, they marvelled ^ 
and they took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus. 



and maid}'- exhibition of deep conviction 
of the truth of what they spoke ; and that 
conviction could have been obtained only 
by their having been with him, and having 
been satisfied that he was the Messiah. 
Such conviction is of far more value in 
preaching than all the mere teachings of 
the schools ; and without such a convic- 
tion, all preaching will be frigid, hypocri- 
tical, and useless. IT Had been with Jesus. 
Had been his followers, and had attended 
personally on his ministry. They gave 
evidence that they had seen him, been 
with him, heard him, and were convinced 
that he was tzi»s Messiah. We may learn 
here, (1.) That if men wish to be success- 
ful in preachinj^, it must be based on deep 
and thorough conviction of the truth of 
that which ihey deliver. (8.) They who 
preach should give evidence that they 
are acquainted with the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; that they have imbibed his spirit, 
pondered his instructions, studied the 
evidences of his divine mission, and are 
thoroughly convinced that he was from 
God. (3.) Boldness and success in the 
ministry, as well as in every thing else, 
will depend far more on honest, genuine, 
thorough conviction of the truth, than on 
all the endowments of talient and learn- 
ing, and all the arts and skill of eloquence 
No man should attempt to preach with- 
out such a thorough conviction of truth , 
and no man who has it will preach in 
vain. (4.) God often employs the igno- 
rant and unlearned to confound the wise 
1 Cor. i. 27, 28. But it is not by their ig- 
norance. It was not the ignorance of 
Peter and John that convinced the san- 
hedrim. It was done in spite of their ig- 
/lorance. It was their boldness, and their 
honest conviction of truth. Besides, though 
not learned in the schools of the Jews, 
they had been under a far more impor- 
tant training, under the personal direction 
of Christ himself for three years; and 
now they were directly endowed by the 
Holy Ghost vi^ith the power of speaking 
with tongues. Though not taught in the 
schools, yet there was an important sense 
in which they were not unlearned and 
ignorant men. Their example should not, 
therefore, be pleaded in favour of an un- 
learned ministry. Christ himself expressed 
his opposition to an unlearned ministry 
by teaching ihem himself, and then by be- 
stowing on them miraculous endowments 
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14 And beholding the man which 
was healed standing with them, 
they could say nothing <* against it. 

15 But when they had command- 
ed them to go aside out of the coun- 
cil, they conferred among them- 
selves, 

16 Saying, What ^ shall we do 
o these men 1 for that indeed a 

OC.19.3G. 6Jno.ll.47 

which no learning at present can furnish. 
It may be remarked, further, that in the 
iSmgle selection which lie made of an 
apostle after his ascension to heaven, 
wlien he came to choose one who had 
not been under his personal teaching, he 
chose a learned man, the apostle Paul, 
and thus evinced his purpose that there 
should be training, or education m those 
who are invested with the sacred office. 
(5.) Yet in the case before us, there is a 
strildng proof of the truth and power of 
religion. These men had not acquired 
their boldness in the schools ; they were 
not trained for argument among the 
Jews; they did not meet them by cun- 
ning sophistry; but l hey came with the 
honest conviction that what they were 
saying was true. Were they deceived 1 
Were they not competent to bear wit- 
ness ? Had they any motive to attempt 
to palm a falsehood on men? Infidehty 
must answer 'many such questions as 
these before the apostles can be convict- 
ed of imposture. 

14. They coidd say nothing, &c. The 
presence of the man that was healed was 
an unanswerable fact in proof of the truth 
of what the apostles alleged. The mira- 
cle was so public, clear, and decisive; 
the man that was healed was so well 
known, that there was no evasion or sub- 
terfuge by which they could escape the 
conclusion to which the apostles were 
conducting them. It evinced no little 
gratitude in the man that was healed 
that he was present on thfs occasion, and 
showed that he was deeply interested in 
what befell his benefactors. The miracles 
of Jesus and his apostles were such that 
they could not be denied ; and hence the 
Jews did not attempt to deny that they 
wrought them. Comp. Matt. xii. 24. John 
XL. '45, 46. Acts xix. 36. 

15—18. What shall we do to tliese men ? 
The object which they had in view was 
evidently to prevent their preaching. 
The miracle was wrought; and was be- 
lieved by the people to have been 
wrought. This they could m t expect to 



notable miracle hath been done by 
them is manifest to all them thai 
dwell in Jerusalem ; and we canno* 
deny if. 

17 But that it spread no furthei 
among the people, let us straitly 
threaten them, that '^ they speah 
henceforth to no man in this name. 

18 And they called them, and 



be able successfully to deny. Their only 
object, therefore, was to prevent the apos- 
tles from making the use which they saw 
they would, to convince the people that 
Jesus was the Messiah. The question 
therefore, was, in what way they should 
prevent this; whether by putting them to 
death, by imprisoning them, or by scourg- 
ing them ; or whether by simply exerting 
their authority and forbidding them. 
From the former they were deterred, 
doubtless by fear of the multitude. And 
they therefore adopted the latter, and 
seemed to suppose that the mere ex- 
ertion of their authority would be suffi- 
cient to deter them from this in future. 
IT The council. Greek, The sanhedrim. 
This body was composed of seventy-one 
or seventy -two persons, and was intrusted 
with the principal affairs of the nation. 
It was a body of vast influence and pow- 
er; and hence they supposed that their 
command might be sufiicient to restrain 
ignorant Galileans from speaking. Before 
this same body, and probably the same 
men, our Saviour was arraigned ; and by 
them condemned before he was delivered 
to the Roman governor. Matt. xxvi. 59, 
&c. And before this same body, and in 
the presence of the same men, Peter had 
just before denied his Lord. Matt. xxvi. 
70, &c. The fact that the disciples had 
fled on a former occasion, and that Peter 
had denied his Saviour, may have ope- 
rated to induce them to believe that they 
would be terrified by their threats, and 
deferred from preaching publicly in the 
name of Jesus. IT A notable miracle. A 
known, undeniable miracle. IF That it 
spread. That the hnowledge of it niay 
not spread among them any further 
IF Let us straiily threaten iJiem. Greek, 
Let us threaten them with a threat. Th'm 
is a Hebraism, expressing intensity, cer- 
tainty, &c. The threat was a command 
(ver." 18) not to teach, implying their dis- 
pleasure if they did do it. This threat, 
however, was not effectual. On the next 
occasion, which occurred soon after fch, 
v. 40) they added heating to their threats 
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commanded them' not to speak at 
all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 
19 ButPeter and John answered 
and said nnto them, Whether it be 
riffht in the sight of God to " hearken 



in order to deter them from preaching in 
(h J name of Jesus. 

19. WhetJier it be right, &c. The apos- 
tles abated nothing of their boldness when 
threatened. They openly appealed to 
their judges whether their command 
could be right. And in doing this, they 
expressed their full conviction of the 
truth of what they had said, and their 
deliberate purpose not to regard their 
command, but still to proclaim to the 
people the truth that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah. IF In the sight of God. That is, 
whether God will judge this to be right. 
The grand question was, how Go^ would 
regard it. If he disapproved it, it was 
wrong. It was not merely a question 
pertaining to their reputation, safety, or 
Life ,■ but it was a question of conscience 
before God. And we have here a strik- 
ing instance of the principle on which 
Christians act. It is, to lay their safety, 
reputation, and life out "of view, and to 
bring every thing to this test, whether 
IT WILL PLEASE GoD. If it will, it is 
right ; if it will not, it is wrong. IF To 
hearken. To hear and to hearken are 
often used to denote io obey. John v. 24; 
viii. 47, &c. ^ Judge ye. This was an 
appeal to them directly as judges, and as 
men. And it may be presumed that it 
was an appeal which they could not re- 
sist The sanhedrim acknowledged itself 
to have been appointed by God ; and to 
have no authority which was not derived 
from his appointment. Of course, God 
could modify, supersede, or repeal their 
authority ; and the abstract principle, that 
it was better to obey God than man, they 
could not call in question. The only, in- 
quiry was, whether they had evidence 
that God had issued any command in the 
case. Of that, the apostles were satisfied ; 
and that, the rulers could not deny. It 
may be remarked, that this is one of the 
first and most bold appeals on record, in 
favour of the right of private judgment 
Rud the liberty of conscience. That 
liberty v/as supposed in all the Jewish 
religion. It was admitted that the autho- 
rity of God in all matters was superior to 
that of man. And the same spirit mani- 
fested itself thus early in the Christian 
church against all dominion over the 



unto you more than unto God, judgo 

ye- . 

20 For* we cannot but speak the 
things which * we have seen and 
heard. 

b Je.20.9. c c.22,I5. lJno,l.l,S. 



conscience, and in favour of the right to 
follow the dictates of the conscience and 
the will of God. As a mere historical 
fact, therefore, it is interesting to contem- 
plate this; and still more interesting in 
its important bearings on human liberty 
and human happiness. The doctrine is 
still more explicitly stated in ch. v. 29. 
" We ought to obey God rather than 
man." 

20. For, &c. This is given as a reason 
why they should obey God rather than 
man. They had had so clear evidence 
that God had sent the Messiah ; and the^ 
had received so direct and solemn a com- 
mand (Mark xvi. 15) to preach the gospel 
that they could not be restrained. There 
was a necessity laid on them to preach 
the gospel. See 1 Cor. ix. 16, comp Jer. 
XX. 9. Acts xviii, 5. Job xxxii. 18, 19. Ps. 
xxxix. 1 — -3. 

It has already been remarked, that 
these two verses contain an important 
principle in favour of rehgious liberty— 
the liberty of conscience, and of private 
judgment. They contain the great prin- 
ciple of the Christian, and of the Protest- 
ant religion, that the responsibility of men 
for their religious opinions is direct to 
God, and that other men have no power 
of control. The opposite of this is tyranny 
and oppression. It may be proper, in ad- 
dition, to present some further remarks, 
involved in the principle hei-e stated. 
(1.) Religion, from the commencement, 
has been favourable to liberty. There 
was no principle more sacred among the 
Jews, than that they were to be inde- 
pendent of other nations. Perhap.s no 
people have ever been so restive under a 
foreign yoke, so prone to rebel, and so 
difficult to be broken down by oppression 
and by arms, as were the Jews. So true 
was this, that it. appeared to other natitaia 
to be mere obstinacy. They were often 
subdued, but they rose against their op- 
pressors, and threw off the yoke. No 
people has been found who were so iiiii- 
cult to be reduced to slavery. It is well 
known that the Romans w^ere accustomed 
to subject the captives taken in war to 
perpetual servitude ; and cojnmonly the 
spirit of the captive was broken, and he 
remained quietly in bondage. But not sa 
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the Jew.. Kothing ever tamed his spirit. 
No bribes, or threats, or chains could in- 
duce him to violate the laws of his reli- 
gion. Even in captivity, we are told, that 
ilie Jewish slaves at Rome would observe 
the Sabbath, would keep the feasts of 
their nation, and never would conform 
to the customs of an idolatrous people. 
To the Romans this appeared to be mere 
ol)stinacy. But it was the genius of their 
religion. The right of liberty of thought 
was one which they would not surrender. 
The s})irit oi the patriarchs was favour- 
able to liberty, and implied responsibility 
only to God. Familiarity with the sacred 
books h \ taught them these lessons ; and 
neither time nor distance could obliterate 
them In the time of Christ, the great 
mass of the nation were evidently opposed 
to the tax paid to the Roman nation, and 
sighed under this burden, until they rose 
and attempted to assert their rights ,• and 
their city, and temple, and land were sa- 
crificed rather than yield this great prin- 
ciple. (2.) This same principle was 
evinced by the apostles and by the early 
Christians. With this doctrine fresh upon 
their hearts, they went forth to other 
lands. They maintained it at the expense 
of their blood ; and thousands fell as mar- 
tyrs in the cause of liberty and of private 
judgment in religion. No men ever more 
(irmly defended liberty than the early 
martyrs ; and each one that died, died in 
defence of a principle which is now the 
acknowledged right of all men. (3.) The 
designs of tyranny and superstition have 
been to destroy this principle. This was 
the aim of the sanhedrim; and yet, when 
Peter and John appealed to their con- 
sciences, they did not dare to avow their 
purpose. This has been the aim of all 
tyrants ; and this the effect of all super- 
stition. Hence the church of Rome has 
taken away the Scriptures from the peo- 
ple ; and has thus furnished incontestable 
evidence that in its view the Bible is fa- 
vourable to liberty. For centuries, tyran- 
ny reigned in one black night over Eu- 
rope ; nor was the darkness dispelled 
until the Bible, that taught men the prin- 
ciples of freedom, was restored to them. 
(4.) The effect of the principle avowed 
by the apostles has been uniform. Luther 
began the Reformation by finding in a 
monastery a copy of the Bible, when 
himself more than twenty years of age — 
a book which till that time he had never 
seen. The effect on the liberties of Eu- 
rope was immediately seen. Hume ad- 
mitted, that whatever libeity England 
possessed was to be traced to the Puri- 
tans- Our awn land is a strikina instance 



of the effect of this gi3at principle, and 
of its influence on the ri^i;hts of man. And 
just in proportion as the New Testament 
is spread abroad, will men seek lor free- 
dom, and break the chains of oppression 
The best way to promote universal liber- 
ty, is to spread the Bible to the ends of 
the earth. There is not a precept in it 
that is not favourable to freedom. It tends 
to enlarge and liberalize the mind: to 
teach men their rights ; to put an end to 
ignorance, the universal stronghold of 
superstition and tyranny ; and to diffiise 
the love of justice, truth, and order. It 
shows man that he is responsible to God 
and that no one has a right to ordain any 
thing which contravenes the liberty of 
his fellow. 

If it be asked here what the principle 
is, I answer, (1.) That men have a right 
to their private judgment in matters of 
religion, subject only to God. The only 
restraint which, it is now settled, can be 
imposed on this, is, that no man has a 
right, under pretence of conscience, to 
injure or molest his fellow-men, or to dis- 
turb the peace and harmony of society^ 
(2.) 'No magistrate, church, council, tr 
parent has a right to impose a creed on 
others, and to demand subscription to it 
by mere authority. (3.) No magistrate, 
church, or parent has a right to control 
the free exercise of private judgment in 
this case. The power of a parerit is to 
teach, advise, and entreat. The duty of 
a child is to listen with respect, to exa- 
mine with candour, to pray over the sub- 
ject, and to be deliberate and calm, not 
rash, hasty, impetuous, and self-willed. 
But when the child is thus convinced 
that his duty to God requires a particular 
course, then here is a higher obligation 
than any earthly law, and he must obey 
God rather than man, even a father or a 
mother. Matt. x. 37, 38. (4.) Every man 
is responsible to God for his opinions and 
his conduct. Man may not control him 
but God may and will. The great ques- 
tion before every man is. What is right ir 
the sight of God? It is not what is expe 
dient, or safe, or pleasurable, or honour- 
able^ among men ; but what is right ir. 
the sight of God. Neither in their opi- 
nions nor their conduct are men free from 
responsibility. — From this whole subject 
we see the duty of spreading the Bible. 
If we love liberty ; if we hate ty&anny 
and superstition; if we wish to extend tne 
knowledge of the rights of man, and break 
every arm of oppression, let us spread far 
and wide the Book of God, and place in 
every palace and eveiy cottage on the 
globe a copy of the sacred Scriptures. 
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21, So when they had farther 
threatened them, they let them go, 
finding nothing how they might 
punish them, because "of the -peo- 
ple: for all men glorified God for 
llidt which was done. 

22 For the man was above forty 

a Matt.2l.26. c.5.26. 



21. Finding nothing, &c. That is, not 
being able to devise any way of punish- 
ing them, without exciting a tumult 
among the people, and endangering their 
own authority. The sanhedrim was fre- 
quently influenced by this fear ; and it 
shows that their own authority was much 
dependent on the caprice of the multi- 
tude. Comp. Matt, xxi, 26. "ir All men. 
That is, the great mass or body of the 
people. IT Glorified God. Praised God 
for the miracle. This implies, (1.) That 
they believed that the miracle was genu- 
ine. (2.) That they were grateful to God 
for so signal a mercy in conferring health 
and comfort on a man who had been long 
afflicted. We may add further, thf^t here 
is the highest evidence of the reality of 
the miracle. Even the sanhedrim, with 
all their prejudice and opposition, did not 
call it in question. And the common peo- 
ple, who had doubtless been acquainted 
with this man for years, were convinced 
that it was real. It would have been im- 
possible to imports on keen-sighted and 
jealous adversaries in this manner, if this 
had been an imposture. 

22. For the man, &c. The age of the 
man is mentioned to show the certainty 
and greatness of the miracle. If it had 
been a man who had been lame but a 
few years ; or if it had been a child or a 
very young man; the case would not 
have been so remarkable. But after a 
continuance of forty years, all hope of 
healing him by any ordinary means must 
have been abandoned ; and all pretence 
that this was juggJery or deception must 
have been absurd. 

23. Their own company. They joined 
the other apostles and Christians, ch. ii. 
44, 45. IT And reported, &c. It doubtless 
became a subject of interesting inquiry, 
what they should do in this case. They 
had been threatened by the highest autho- 
rity of the nation, and commanded not to 
preach again in the name of Jesus. Whe- 
ther they should obey them and be silent ; 
or whether they should leave Jerusalem 
and preach elsewhere, could not but be 
an interesting subject of inquiry; and 
ihoY Y^^y p?«Jperly sought th? t-ounsel of 



years old on v\'hom this miracle of 
healing was shewed. 

23 And being let go, they went ^ 
to their own company, and reported 
all that the chief priests and elders 
had said unto them. 

24 And when they heard that, 

h c.2.44-16. 

their brethren, and looked to God for di- 
rection ; an example which all should fol- 
low who are exposed to persecution, or 
who are in any perplexity about the patli 
of duty. 

24. They lift up their voice. To lift u p 
the voice, among the Hebrews, was a 
phfase denoting either an address to the 
people (Jndg. ix. 7), or a phrase expressive 
of loeeping (Gen, xxix. 11. Judg. ii. 4. Ruth 
i. 9. 1 Sam. xxiv. 16), or was expressive 
of prayer. To lift up the voice to God, 
means simply they prayeJ to him. ^\ With 
one accord. Unitedly. Properly with one 
mind, or purpose. See JNJote, ch. i. ]4. 
The union of the early Chrisdans is.often 
noticed in the Acts of the Aposdes. Thus 
far there was no jar or dissension in their 
society, and every thing has the appear- 
ance of the most entire affection and con- 
fidence. IF Lord. Greek, Alo-srorw, From 
this word is derived the word despot, 
This is not the usual word employed by 
which to address God. The word com 
monly translated Lord is Ku^.o?. Tho 
word here used denotes one who rules 
over others, and was applied to the high ■ 
est magistrate or officer. It denotes au- 
thority; power; absoluteness in ruling- 
It is a word denoting more authority in 
ruling than the other. That more com- 
monly denotes a property in a thing; this 
denotes absolute rule. It is applied tv 
God, in Luke ii. 29. Rev. vi. 10. Jude 4; 
to Jesus Christ, 2 Pet. ii. 1 ; to masters, 
1 Tim. vi. 1. Titus ii. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 18; to 
husbands, 1 Pet. iii. 6 ; and to a possessor, 
or oioner, 2 Tim. ii. 21. IF Thou art God. 
This ascription of praise seems to have 
been designed to denote their sense of 
his power to deUver them; and his right 
to dispose of them. They were employed 
in his service; they were encompassed 
with dangers; and they acknowledged 
him as their God, who had made all 
things, and who had an entire right to 
direct, and to dispose of them for his own 
glory. In times of danger §nd perplexity 
we should remember that God has <% right 
to do with us as he pleases ; and we »*houid 
go cheerfully and commit ourselves into 
his hand?, "V lYhi(^hhqstfr,tde,c<f.Q. Gen," 
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they lift up their voice to God with 
one accord, and said, Lord, " thou 
art God, which hast made heaven 
and earth, and the sea, and all that 
in thenri is : 



This passage is taken directly from Ps. 
cxlvi. 6. Comp. Rev. xiv. 7. 

25. Who by the mouth, &c. Ps. ii. 1, 2. 
This is a strong, solemn testimc^y to the 
inspiration of David. It is a declaration 
of the apostles made in solemn prayer, 
that God spake himself by the mouth of 
David. This is the second part of their 
prayer. In the first, they acknowledge 
the right of God to rule ; m this,, they ap- 
peal to a prophecy ; they plead that this 
was a thing foretold; and as God had 
foreseen it and foretold it, they appealed 
to him to protect them. The times of tu- 
mult and opposition which had been fore- 
seen, as about to attend the introduction 
of the gospel, had now come. They in- 
ferred, therefore, that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah; and as God had designed to esta- 
blish his kingdom, they appealed to him 
to aid and protect them in this great 
work. This passage is taken from Ps. ii. 
1, 2, and is an exact quotation from the 
Sepluagint. This proves that the Psalm 
had reference to the Messiah. Thus it 
was manifestly understood by the Jews ; 
and the authority of the apostles settles 
the question. The Psalm was composed 
by David; on what occasion is not 
known ; nor is it material to our present 
purpose. It has been a matter of inquiry 
whether it referred to the Messiah prima- 
rily^ or only in a secondary sense. Gro- 
tius supposes that it was composed by 
David when exposed to the hostility of 
the Assyrians, the Moabites, Philistines, 
Amalekites, &;c. ; and that in the midst 
of his dangers, he sought consolation in 
the purpose of God to establish him and 
his kingdom. But the more probable opi- 
nion is, that it referred directly and solely 
to the Messiah. ^ Why did the heathen. 
The nations which were not Jews. This 
refers, doubtless, to the opposition which 
would be made to the spread of Chris- 
iianity ; and not merely to the opposition 
made to the Messiah himself, and to the 
act of putting him to death. IT Rage. 
This word refers to the excitement and 
tumult of a multitude ; not a settled plan, 
but rather the heated and disorderly con- 
d net of a moh. It means that the progress 
of the gospel would encounter tumultuous 
apposition ; and that the excited nations 
would rush violently to put it down and 



35 Who by the mouth of thy ser^ 
vant David hast said, Why ^ did 
the heathen rage, and the peopk 
imagine vain things 1 

26 The kings of the earth stood 

Z»P8.2.1,2. 

destroy it. % And the people. The ex- 
pression " the people" does not refer to a 
class of men different essentially from 
the heathen. The "heathen," Heb. and 
Greek, ''the nations,'' refer to men as or- 
ganized into communities ; the expression 
the people is used to denote the same per- 
sons without respect to their being so or- 
ganized. The Hebrews were in the habit, 
in their poetry, of expressing the same 
idea essentially in parallel members of a 
sentence ; or the last member of a sen- 
tence or verse expressed the same idea, 
with some slight variation, as tlie former. 
(See Lowth on the sacred poetry of the 
Hebi'ews.) IT Imagine. The word ima- 
gine does not express quite the force of 
the original. The Hebrew and the Greek 
both convey the idea o£ meditating, think- 
ing, purposing. It means that they em- 
ployed thought, plan, purpose, in oppx)sing 
the Messiah. ^ Vain things. The word 
here used {xevx) is a literal translation of 
the Hebrew (P^"^)) and means usually 
empty, as a vessel which is not filled , 
then useless, or that which amounts to 
nothing, &c. Here it means that they 
devised a plan which turned out to be 
vain, or ineffectual. They attempted at 
opposition to the Messiah which could 
not succeed. God would establish his 
kingdom in spite of their plans to oppose 
it. Their efforts were vain, because they 
were not strong enough to oppose God ; 
because he had purposed to establish the 
kingdom of his Son ; and he could over- 
rule even their opposition to advance his 
cause. 

26. The kings of the earth. The Psalm- 
ist specifies more particularly that kings 
and rulers would be opposed to the Mes- 
siah. This had occurred already by the 
opposition made to the Messiah by the 
rulers of the Jewish people ; and it would 
be still more evinced by princes and 
kings, as the gospel should spread among 
the nations. ^ Stood up. The word here 
used {7ry.Ql(rry\fMi) commouly means to pre- 
sent one's self, or to stand forth, for the 
purpose of aiding, counselling, &c. But 
here it means that they rose, or presented 
themselves, to evince their opposition. 
They stood opposed to the Messiah, and 
offered resistance to him. f The rulers. 
This is another histance of the Hebrew 
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up, and the lu.ers were gathered 
together, against the Lord, and 
against his Christ. 

27 For of a truth against thy 
holy child Jesns, whom thou hast 
anointed, both Herod <* and Pontius 

a Lu.23.1-8,&c. 



parallelism. Ttie word does not denote 
another class of men from kings, but ex- 
presses the same idea in another form, 
or in a more general manner, meaning 
that all classes of persons in authority 
would be. opposed to the gospel. IT Were 
gathered together. Hebrew, consu^ie^Z to- 
"geiher ; were united in a consultation. 
The Greek implies that they were as- 
sembled for the purpose of consultation. 
^ Against the Lord. In the Hebrew, 
" against Jehovah." This is the peculiar 
name which is given in the Scriptures to 
God. They rose against his plan of ap- 
pointing a Messiah, and against the Mes- 
siah whom he had chosen. 'F Against 
his Christ. Hebrew, against his Messiah, 
or his Anointed. Note, Matt. i. 1. This 
is one of the places where the word 
Messiah is used in the Old Testament. 
The word occurs in about forty places, 
and is commonly translated his anointed^ 
and is applied to kings. The direct refer- 
ence of the word to the Messiah in the 
Old Testament is not frequent. This pas- 
sage implies that opposition to the Mes- 
siah is opposition to Jehovah. And this is 
uniformly supposed in the sacred Scrip- 
tures. He that is opposed to Christ is 
opposed to God. He that neglects him 
neglects God. He that despises him de- 
spises God. Matt. X. 40; xviii. 5, John xii. 
44, 45. Luke x. 16. " He that despiseth 
me, despiseth him that sent me." The 
reasons of this are, (1.) That the Messiah 
IS " the brightness of the Father's glory, 
and the express image of his suhsistence?' 
Heb. i. 3. (2.) He is equal with the Fa- 
ther, possessing the same attributes, and 
the same power. John i. 1. Phil. ii. 6, &c. 
To despise hira, therefore, is to despise 
God. (3.) He is appointed by God to this 
great work of saving men. To despise 
him, or to oppose him, is to despise and 
oppose him who appointed him to this 
work, to contemn his counsels, and to set 
him at nought. (4.) His work is dear to 
God It has engaged his thoughts. It has 
been approved by hrni. His mission has 
been confirmed by the miraculous power 
of the Father, and by every possible ma- 
nifestation of his approbation and love. To 
appose the Messiah, is, therefore , to oppose 

H 



Pilate with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel were gatiiered to- 
gether, 

28 For ^ to do whatsoever th^ 
hand and thy /^^unsel determined' 
before to be ^on 

b c.3.18. c Pr,21.30. 15.46.10:53.10. 



that which is dear to the heart of God, 
and which has long been the object of 
his tender solicitude. It follows from this, 
that they who neglect the Christian reli* 
gion are exposing themselves to the sore 
displeasure of God, and endangering their 
everlasting interests. No man is safe 
who opposes God ; and no man can have 
evidence that God will approve him, 
who does not embrace the Messiah 
whom He has appointed to redeem the 
world. 

,27. For of a truth. Truly ; reality. 
IT Thi/ holy child Jesus. The word child 
is commonly applied to infants, or to sons 
and daughters in very early life. The 
word which is used here {71-^1^) is differ- 
ent from that which is commonly applied 
to the Lord Jesus (0*05). The latter ex- 
presses sonship without respect to age. 
The word which is here used also some- 
times expresses sonship without any re- 
gard to age ; and the word son would 
have been a more happy translation. 
Thus the same woard is translated in 
Acts iii. 13. 26. In Acts xx. 12, it is trans- 
lated "young man." IT Both Herod, &O5 
Luke xxiii. 1 — 12. IF With the Gentiles. 
The Romans, to whom he was delivered 
to be crucified % The people of Israel. 
The Jews, who were excited to this by 
the rulers. Matt, xxvii. 20. 

23. For to do, &c. See Notes, cli. ii 
23; iii. 18. The /acfs which are brought 
to view in these verses are among the 
most remarkable on record. They are 
briefly these : (1.) That the Jewish rulers 
were opposed to the Messiah, and slow 
hira. (2.) That the very people to w^hom 
he came, and for whose benefit he la- 
boured, joined in the opposition, so that 
it became the act of a united people 
(3.) That the Romans who were there, as 
a sort of representation of all pagan na- 
tions, were easily prevailed on to join in 
the persecution, and to become the exe- 
cutioners. (4.) That thus opposite fac- 
tions, and dissimilar and prejudiced peo- 
ple, became united in opposing the Mes- 
sian. ^5.; That the rulers ol hie Roman 
people, tho emperors, and statesmen and 
philosophers, and the rulers of othet na. 
tions united to oppose the gospel, axid 
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Drought all the power of persecution to 
stay its progress. (6.) That the people of 
the empire, the mass of men, were easily- 
prevailed upon to join in the persecution, 
and endeavour to arrest its progress. 
And (7.) That the gospel has encountered 
Bimilar difficulties and opposition wher- 
ever it has been faithfully presented to 
the attention of men. It has become a 
very serious question why this has been ; 
or on what pretence this opposition has 
been vindicated ; or how it can be ac- 
counted for. A question which it is of as 
much importance for the infidel as for the 
Christian to settle. We know that accu- 
sations of the corrupt lives of the early 
Christians were freely circulated, and the 
most gross accounts given of their scan- 
dalous conduct were propagated by those 
who chose to persecute them. (See Lard- 
ner's Credibility.) But such accounts are 
not now believed ; and it is not certain 
that they were ever seriously believed by 
the rulers of the pagan people. It is cer- 
tain that it was not on this account that 
the first opposition arose to Christ and his 
religion. 

It is not proper here to enter into an 
examination of the causes of this opposi- 
tion. We may state the outlines, how- 
ever, in few words. (1.), The Jewish 
rulers were mortified, . humbled, and 
moved with envy, that" one so poor and 
despised should claim to be the Messiah. 
They had expected a diflferent monarch ; 
and all their prejudices rose at once 
flgainst his claims to this high office. 
Matt, xxvii. 18. Mark xv. 10. (2.) The 
common people, disposed extensively to 
acknowledge his claims, were urged on 
by the enraged and vindictive priests to 
demand his death. Matt, xxvii. 20. (3.) Pi- 
late was pressed on against his will by 
the impetuous and enraged multitude to 
deliver one vvhom he regarded as inno- 
cent. (4.) The Cjirjstian religion in its 
advances sirurk at once at the whole 
'abric of superstition in the Roman em- 
pire, and throughout the world. It did 
not, like other religions, ask a place 
amidst the religions already existing. It 
wa.s exclusive in its claims. It denounced 
all other systems as idolatry or supersti- 
tion, and sought to overthrow them. 
Those religions were interwoven with 
all the habits of the people ; they were 
connected with all the departments of 
the state ; they gave occupation to a vast 
number of priests and other officers, who 
obtained their livelihood by the existing 
auperstitions, and who brought, of course, 
nil the supposed sacredness of their cha- 
•■actor to support them. A religion which 
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attempted to f»verthro\v the Vvhole fabiic. 
therefore, at once excited all their malice. 
The monarchs, whose thrones were b.i^d 
on the existing state of things ; and the 
people, who venerated the religion of 
their ancestors, would be opposed to the 
new system. (5.) Christianity was de- 
spised. It was regarded as one form of 
the superstition of the Jews. And there 
was no people who were regarded with 
so much contempt by all other nations as 
the Jews. The writings of the Romans, 
on this point, are full proof (6.) The 
new religion was opposed to all the crimes 
of the world. It began its career in a 
time of eminent wickedness. It plunged 
at once into the midst of this wickedness ; 
sought the great cities where crimes and 
pollutions were condefised ; and boldly 
reproved every form of prevailing im- 
piety. At Athens, at Corinth, at Ephe- 
sus, at Rome itself, it denounced the judg- 
ment of God against every form of guilt 
Whatever may be charged on the apos- 
tles, it will not be alleged that they were 
limid in denouncing the sins of the world. 
From all these causes it is not wonder- 
ful that the early Christians were per- 
secuted. If it be asked, (7.) Why the 
same religion meets with opposition now 
in lands that are nominally Christian, it 
may be remarked, (a) that the human 
heart is the same that it always was, op- 
posed to truth and righteousness ; {h) that 
religion encounters still a host of sins that 
are opposed to it — pride, envy, malice, 
passion, the love of the world, and shame 
of acknowledging God; (c) that there has 
always been a peculiar opposition in the 
human heart to receiving salvation as the 
gift of God through a crucified Redeemer ; 
and {d) that all the forms of vice, and lust, 
and profaneness that exist in the world, 
are opposed, and ever will be, to a reli- 
gion of purity, and self denial, and love. 
On the whole, we may remark here, 
(1.) That the fact that Christianity has 
been thus opposed, and has triumphed, is 
no small proof of its divine origin. It has 
been fairly tried, and still survives and 
flourishes. It was well to put it to tlie 
test, and to bring to bear on it every thing 
which had a tendency to crush it, and 
thus to furnish the highest proof that it is 
from God. (2.) This religion cannot be 
destroyed ; it will triumph ; opposition to 
it is vain ; it will make its w^ay throughout 
the world ; and the path of safety is not 
to oppose that which God is intending to 
establish in the earth. Sinners who stand 
opposed to the gospel, should tremble and 
be afraid ; fOr sooner or later they musl 
fall before its triumphant advances It h 
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29 And now, Lord, behold their 
IhTeatenirigs : and grant unto thy 
servants, that with all " boldness 
th(.y may speak thy word, 

30 By stretching forth thine hand 
to heal : and that signs * and won- 
ders may be done by the name of 
thy holy child Jesus. 

«, vcr.13,31. C.I4.3J28.31. Ep.6.19. b c.2.43;5.12 



not SAFE to oppose (hat which has already 
been opposed by kings and rulers in every 
form, and vet has triumphed. It is not 
WISE to risk one's eternal welfare on the 
question of successful opposition to that 
which God has, in so many ages and 
ways, pledged himself to protect; and 
when God has solemnly rieclared that 
the Son, the Messiah, whom Ue would set 
on his holy hill of Zion, should " break" 
his enemies "with a rod of iron, and 
dash them in pieces like a potter's ves- 
sel." Ps. ii. 9. 

29. Behold their threatenings. So look 
upon them as to 'grant us deliverance. 
They did not purpose to abandon their 
undertaking ; they resolved to persevere ; 
end they expected that this purpose would 
involve them in danger. With this pur- 
pose they implored the protection of God ; 
they asked that he would not suffer them 
to be deterred from speaking boldly ; and 
they sought that constant additional proof 
might be granted of the presence and 
power of God to confirm the truth of 
their message. '^ And grant, &c. This 
is an instance of heroic boldness, and a 
determination to persevere in doing their 
duty to God. When we are assailed by 
those in power, when we are persecuted 
and in danger, we should commit our 
way unto God, and seek his aid, that we 
may not be deterred from the path of 
duty. 

30. By stretching forth thine hand, &c. 
The apostles not only desired boldness to 
apeak, but they asked that God would 
continue to work miracles, and thus fur- 
nish to them, and to the people, evidence 
of the truth of what they delivered. They 
did not even ask that he would preserve 
their lives, or keep them from danger. 
They were intent on their work, and 
they confidently committed their way to 
God, making it their great object to pro- 
mote the knowledge of the truth, and 
seeking that God would glorify himself 
by establishing his kingdom among men. 
f Signs and u.'07id^rs.. Miracles. Notes, 
ch. u. 4S 



31 And when they had prayed, ' 
the place was shaken where they 
were assembled together ; and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and they ** spake the word of God 
with boldness. 

32 And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one * heart 



c c.2.2,4; 16.26. d ver.29. 

13.11. Phil.2.2.1Pet.3.8. 
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31. And when they had prayed, Th<b 
event which followed was regarded by 
them as an evidence that God heard 
their prayer. IT 2V<e pla.ce was shaken. 
The word which is translated "was 
shaken," commonly denotes violent agi- 
tation, as the raging of the sea, the con- 
vulsion of an earthquake, or trees shaken 
by the wind. Matt. xi. 7. Acts xvi. 26 
Heb. xii. 26. The language here is fitted 
to express the idea of an earthquake 
Whether the motion was confined to the 
house where they were, is not said. They 
probably regarded this as an answer to 
their prayer, or as an evidence that God 
would be with them, (1.) Because it was 
sudden and violent, and was not produced 
by any natural causes; {$.) iBecause it 
occurred immediately, while they were 
seeking divine direction ; (3.) Because ii 
was an exhibition of great power, and 
was an evidence that God could protect 
them ; and (4.) Because a convulsion so 
great, sudden, and mighty, was fitted at 
that lime to awe them with a proof of thfl 
presence and power of God. A similai 
instance of an answer to prayer by an 
earthquake is recorded in Acts xvi. 25 
26. Comp. ch. ii. 1, 2. It may be added 
that among the Jews an earthquake was 
very properly regarded as a striking and 
impressive proof of the presence of Jeho- 
vah. Isa.xxix. 6. Ps.lxviii. 8. "Theeartli 
shook, the heavens also dropped at the 
presence of God ; even Sinai itself was 
moved at the presence of God, the God 
of Israel." See also the sublime descrip- 
tion in Habakkuk iii. particularly ver. 6 — 
11. Comp. Matt, xxvii. 54. Among the 
heathen, an earthquake was regarded aa 
proof of the presence and favour of the 
Deity. (See Virgil, ^niad iii. 89.) IT They 
v)ere all filled, &c. Notes, ch. ii. 4. Their 
being filled with the Holy Ghost here 
rather denotes their being inspired with 
confidence or boldness, than being endowed 
with new powers, as in Acts ii. 4. 

32. And the multitude. The numbei 
of believers at this time had become 
large. In ch. iv. 4, it is said tl\at it was 
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and of one soul : neither said any 
of them that aught of the things 
which he possessed was his own; 
but « they had all things common. 
33 And with great power * gave 



five thousand ; and the number was con- 
Btantly increasing. IT One heart. This ex- 
prevssion denotes tender union. They felt 
alike, or were attached to the same things, 
and this preserved them from jars and 
dissensions. IT One soul. This phrase 
alse denotes close and tender union. No 
expression could denote it more strikingly 
than to say of friends they have one .^sout. 
Plutarch cites an ancient verse in his life 
of Cato of Utica, with this very expres- 
sion — " Two friends, one soul." (Grollus.) 
Tiius Diogenes Laertius also (5. i. 11.) 
says respecting Aristotle, that "^being 
asked what was a friend ; answered, that 
it was one soul dwelling in two bodies." 
{Ku'mdel.) The Hebrews spake of two 
friends as being " one man." There can 
be no more striking demonstration of 
union and love than to say of more than 
five thousand suddenly drawn together, 
that they had one soul ! And this union 
they evincet^* in every way possible ; in 
'heir conduct, in their prayers, and in 
their property. How different would 
have been the aspect of the church, if 
the union had continued to the present 
time. IF Neither said, &c. That is, they 
did not regard it as their own, but to be 
used for the benefit of the whole society. 
See Notes, ch. ii. 44. 

33. And with great power. See ch. i. 8. 
The word power here denotes efficacy,. 
and means that they had ability given 
them to bear witness of the resurrection 
of the Saviour. It refers therefore rather 
to their preaching, than to their miracles. 
IT Gave the apostles witness. The apostles 
bore testimony to, 'ff the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus. This was the main point to 
be established. If it was proved that the 
Lord Jesus caihe to life again a,fter having 
been put to death, it established all that 
he taught, and was a demonstration that 
he was sent from God. They exerted, 
therefore, all their powers to prove this ; 
and their success was such as might have 
been expected. Multitudes were convert- 
ed to the Christian faith. '^ And great grace, 
&c. The word grace means favour. "Note, 
John i. 16. And the expression here may 
mean either that the favour of God was 
remarkably shown to them ; or that they 
had great favour in the sight of the people. 
It does no<i rtfer as the expression now 



the apostle-s witness *= of the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus ' and greai 
grace '^ was upon them ai\ 

34 Neither was there any among 
them that lacked : for as many as 

c Lu.l.48,49. c.1.22, d Jnn 1 16. 



does commonly, to the intemaJ blessings 
of religion on a man's own soul to their 
personal advancement in tlie Christian 
graces of humility, &c. ,■ but to the favour 
or success that attended their preaching 
The meaning probably is, that the favour 
of the people towards them was greiat ; or 
that great success attended their ministry 
among them. Thus the same word grace 
(Greek) is used in ch. ii. 47. If this is its 
meaning, then here is an instance of the 
power of the testimony of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus to impress the minds of 
men. But this is not ail,, nor probably is 
it the main idea. It is that their union 
their benevolence, their liberality in sup- 
plying the wants of the needy, was a 
means of opening the hearts of the peo- 
ple, and of winning them to the Saviour. 
If we wish to incline others to our opi- 
nions, or to bring them to be Christians, 
nothing is better adapted to it, than to 
show them kindness, and even to minis- 
ter to their temporal wants. Benevolence 
towards them softens the heart, and in- 
clines them to listen to us. It disarms 
their prejudices, and disposes them to the 
exercise of the mild and amiable feelings 
of religion. Hence our Saviour was en- 
gaged in healing the diseases, and supply- 
ing the wants of the people. He drew 
around him the poor, the needy, and the 
diseased, and supplied their necessities, 
and thus prepared them to receive his 
message of truth. Thus God is love, and 
is constantly doing good, that his goodness 
may lead men to repentance. Rom. ii. 4. 
And hence no persons have better oppor- 
tunities to spread the true sentiments of 
religion, or are clothed with higher respon- 
sibilities, than those who have it in their 
power to do good ; or than those who are 
habitually engaged in bestowing favours. 
Thus physicians have access to the hearts 
of men which other persons have not. 
Thus parents have an easy access to the 
minds of children, for they are constantly 
doing them good. And thus Sunday- 
school teachers, whose whole work is a 
work of benevolence, have direct and 
most efficient access to the hearts of the 
children committed to their care. 

34:. That lacked. That was in' want^ 
or whose wants were not supplied by thfl 
others. ^ As many as^ &c. The word 
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were possessors of lands or houses, 
sold them, and brought the prices 
of the things that were sold, 

35 And « laid them down at the 
apostles' feet; and * distribution 



a ver.37. c,5,2.. 



b c.2.45;6.1. 



used here is employed in a large, indefi- 
nite sense ; but it would be improper to 
press it so as to suppose, that every indi- 
vidual that became a Christian sold at 
oiiee all his property. The sense doubt- 
less is, that this was done when it was ne- 
cessary ; they parted with whatever pro- 
perty was needful to supply the wants of 
their poor brethren. That it was by no 
means considered a matter of obligation, 
or enjoined by the apostles, is apparent 
from the case of Ananias, ch. v. 4. The 
fact that Joses is particularly mentioned 
(ver. 3G), shows that it was by no means 
a universal practice thus to part with all 
their possessions. He was owe instance 
in which it was done. Perhaps there 
were many other similar instances ; but 
all that the passage requires us to believe 
is, that they parted with whatever was 
needful to supply the wants of the poor. 
This was an eminent and instructive in- 
stance of Christian liberality, and of the 
power of the gospel in overcoming one 
of the strongest passions that ever exist in 
the human bosom — the love of money. 
Many of the early Christians were poor. 
They were collected from the lower or- 
ders of the people. But all were not so. 
Some of them, it seems, were men of af- 
fluence. The effect of religion was to 
bring them all, in regard to feeling at 
least, on a level. They felt that they 
were members of one family ; belonging 
to the same Redeemer ; and they there- 
fore imparted their property cheerfully to 
their brethren. Besides this, they were 
about to go to other lands to preach the 
gospel. They were to leave their native 
country ; and they cheerfully parted with 
their lands, that they might go and pro- 
claim the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
See Notes, ch. ii. 44. 

35. And laid them down, &c That is, 
they committed the money received for 
their property to the disposal of the apos- 
tles, to distribute it as was necessary 
among the poor. This soon became a bur- 
densome and inconvenient office, and they 
therefore appointed men who had espe- 
cial charge of it. ch. vi. 1 , 2, &c. 

35. And Josen. Many manuscripts in- 
stead of Joses here read Joseph. The 
reasons why this individual is selected 
^nd specified parti cularlj'- were, doubt- 
h2 



was made unto every man accord 
ing as he had need. 

36 And Joses, wlfto by the apos- 
tles was surnamed Barnabas, (which 
is, being interpreted, The son of 

less, because he was a foreigner ; because 
it was a remarkable instance of libeiality ,■ 
and because he subsequently distinguish- 
ed himself in the work of the ministry 
He gave himself, his property, his all, to 
the service of the Lord Jesus, and went 
forth to the self-denying labours of the 
gospel. He is elsewhere mentioned with 
honour in the New Testament (Acts xi. 
24. 30) , and usually as the companion of 
the apostle Paul. The occasion on which 
he became connected with Paul in the 
ministry was, when he himself was sent 
forth by the church at Jerusalem to Anti- 
och. There, it seems, he heard of the 
fame of Paul, and went to Tarsus to seek 
him, and brought him with him to Anti- 
och. Acts xi. 22 — 26. Before this, he had 
been acquainted with him, and had intro- 
duced him to the other apostles at a time 
when they were afraid of Paul, and un- 
willing to acknowledge him as an apost4e. 
Acts ix. 26, 27. At Antioch, Barnabas was 
led into dissimulation by Peter in regard 
to the Gentiles, and was reproved by his 
friend and companion, Paul. Gal. ii. 13. 
He and Paul continued to travel in fel- 
lowship until a dispute arose at Antioch 
about Mark, and they separated, Paul 
going with Silas through Syria and Ciii- 
cia, and Barnabas with Mark sailing for 
his native place, Cyprus. Acts xv. 35 — 41 
See the following places for particulars 
of his history: Acts xi. 22. 25. 30 ; xii. 26; 
xiii. 1, 2. 50 ; xiv. 12 ; xv. 12. 1 Cor. ix. 6. 
Gal. ii. 1. 9. IF Who by the apostles was 
surnamed, &c. This name was doubtless 
given by the apostles. The practice of 
giving surnames, as expressive of charac- 
ter, was not uncommon. Thus Simon 
was called Peter, or Cephas, John i. 44 ; 
and thus James and John were surnamed 
Boanerges, Mark iii. 17. IT Barnabas, 
which is, &c. This word properly de 
notes the son of prophecy. It is com- 
pounded of two Syriac words, the one 
meaning son^ and the other prophecy 
The Greek word which is used to inter 
pret this (^«£.»;c^.^;(r^?), translated consola- 
tion, means properly also, exhortation, 
entreaty, petition, or advocacy. It also 
means consolation, or solace ; and from 
this meaning the interpretation has been 
given to the word Barnabas, but with 
evident impr>prietJ^ t does not appeal 
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<?onsolalion,) a Levite, ind of the 
country of Cyprus, 

37 Having land, soli it^ and 
brought the money, and laid it at 
tlie apostles' feet. 
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CHAPTER V. 

"OUT a certain man named Ana 
-^ nias., with Sapphira his wife 
sold a possession, 

2 And kept back^ar^ of the price 



that the name was bestowed on account 
of this, though it is probable that he pos- 
sessed it in an eminent degree, but on 
account of his talent for speaking, or ex- 
horting the people to holiness, and his 
success in preaching. Comp. Acts xi. 23. 
II A Levite. One of the descendants of 
Levi employed in the lower services of 
the temple. The whole tribeof ievi was 
set apart to the service of religion. It was 
divided into Priests and Levites. The 
three sons of Levi vi^ere Gershon, Kohath, 
and Merari. Of the family of Kohath 
Aaron was descended, who was the first 
high-priest. His eldest son succeeded 
him, and the remainder of his sons were 
priests. All the' others of the tribe of 
Levi were called Levites, and were em- 
ployed m the work of the temple, in as- 
sisting the priests in performing sacred 
music, &c. Num. iii. Deut. xii. 18, 19; 
xviii. 6—8. 1 Chron. xxiii. 24. IT Of tlie 
country of Cyprus. Cyprus is the largest 
island in the Mediterranean; an island 
extremely fertile, abounding in wine, 
honey, oil, wool, &c. It is mentioned in 
Acts xiii. 4 ; xv. 39. The island is near to 
Cilicia, and is not far from the Jewish 
coast. It is mentioned by Dion Cassius 
(lib. 68, 69) that the Jews were very nu- 
merous in that island. {Clark.) 

Barnabas afterwards became, with 
Paul, a distinguished preacher to the 
Gentiles. It is worthy of remark, that 
hoth were born in heathen countries, 
though by descent Jews; and as they 
Vi^ere trained in heathen lands, they were 
better fitted for their peculiar work. The 
case of Barnabas is that of a man who 
had property, who entered the ministry, 
and gave up all ibr the Lord Jesus. 
The great mass of ministers, like very 
many who have been distinguished in 
other professions, nave been taken from 
the pQor, and fi-om humble ranks in life. 
But all have not been. Many have been 
wealthy, and have devoted all to Christ ; 
and in regard to others, it is to be remark- 
ed, that a very considerable proportion of 
them could have gained more wealth in 
some other profession than they do in the 
ministry. The mmistry is a work of self- 
denial ; and none should enter it who are 
Qot prepared to devote all to the service 
af the Lord Jesus Christ. 



CHAPTER V. 

I. But a certain man. In the previous 
chapter, the historian had given an ac« 
count of the eminent liberality and since 
rity of the mass of early Christians, in 
being willing to give up their property to 
provide for the poor, and had mentioned 
the case of Barnabas as worthy of spe- 
cial attention. In this chapter he pro- 
ceeds to mention a case, quite as striking 
of insincerity and hypocrisy, and of the 
just judgment of God on those who were 
guilty of it The case is a remarkable 
instance of the nature of hypocrisy, and 
goes to illustrate the art and cunning of 
the enemy of souls in attempting to cor- 
rupt the church, and to pervert the reli- 
gion of the gospel. Hypocrisy consists in 
an attempt to imitate the people of God, 
or to assume the appearance of religion, in 
whatever form it may be manifested. In 
this case religion had been manifested by 
great self-denial and benevolence. The 
hypocrisy of Ananias consisted in attempt- 
ing to imitate this appearance, and to im- 
pose in this way on the early Christians 
and on God. IT With Sapphira his wife. 
With her concurrence, or consent. It was 
a matter of ag-rcemenf between them, ver. 
2. 9. IT Sold a possession. The word here 
used (}nf}tix) does not indicate whether 
this was land or some other property. In 
ver. 3, however, we learn that it wag 
land that was sold; and the word here 
translated possession is translated, in the 
Syriac, Arabic, and the Latin Vulgate, 
land. The pretence foi" which this was 
sold was doubtless to have the appear- 
ance of religion. That it was sold could 
be easily known by the Christian society, 
but it might not be so easily known for 
how much it was sold. Hence the attempt 
to impose on the apostles. It is clear that 
they were not under obligation to sell 
their property. But having sold it for the 
purposes of religion, it became their duty, 
if they professed to devote the avails of it 
to God, to do it entirely, and without any 
reservation. 

2. And kept hack. The word here used 
means properly to separate, to part ; and 
then it means to separate surreptitiously 
or clandestinely for our own use a part of 
public property, as taxes, &c. It is used 
but three times in the New Testament, 
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his wife also being privy ^ it, and 
brought '^ a certain part, and laid it 
at the apostles' feet. 



ver. 3, and in Titus ii. 10, where it is ren- 
dered purloining. Here it means that 
they secretly kept back a part, while pro 
fessedly devoting all to God. IT His wife 
being privy to it. His wife knowing it, 
and evidently concurring in it. IT And 
laid it at the apostles^ feet. This was evi- 
dently an act professedly of devoting all 
to God. Comp. ch. iv. 37, also ver. 8, 9. 
That this was his profession, or pretence^ 
is further implied in the fact that Fetor 
charges him with having lied unto God. 
ver. 3, 4. 

3. But Peter said, &c. Peter could have 
known this only by revelation. It was the 
manifest design of Ananias to deceive ; 
nor was there any way of detecting him 
but by its being revealed to him by the 
Spirit of God. As it was an instance of 
enormous wickedness, and as it was very 
important to detect and punish the crime, 
it was made known to Peter directly by 
God. IT Why hath Satan. Great deeds 
of wickedness in the Scripture are traced 
to the influence and temptation of Satan. 
Comp. Luke xxii. 3. John xiii. 27. Espe- 
cially is Satan called the father of lies. 
John viii. 44. 55. Comp. Gen, iii. 1 — 5. 
As this was an act of falsehood, or an at- 
tempt to deceive, it is with great propriety 
traced to the influence of Satan. The 
sin of Ananias consisted in his yielding to 
the temptation. Nowhere in the Bible 
are men supposed to be free from guilt, 
from the fact that they have been tempted 
to commit it. God requires them to resist 
temptation ; and if they yield to it, they 
must be punished. IT Filled thine heart. 
A man's heart oy mind is full of a thing 
when he is intent on it ; when he is 
strongly impelled to it; or when he is 
fully occupied with it. The expression 
here means that he was strongly impelled 
or excited by Satan to this crime. IF To 
lie to. To attempt to deceive. The de- 
ception which he meant to practise was 
to keep back a part of the price, while he 
pretended to bring the whole of it ; thus 
tempting God, and supposing that he could 
not detect the fraud. IT The Holy Ghost. 
TOTrvsv/Lix rd '^yiov. The main inquiry here 
is, whether the apostle Peter intended to 
designate in this place the thiirl person of 
the Trinity; or whether he meant to speak 
of God as God, without any reference to 
the distinction of persons ; or to the di- 
vine influence which inspired the apostles, 



3 But Peter said, Ananias, why 
hath Satan * filled thine heart ^ to 
lie to *= the Holy Ghost, and to 



i or, to deceive. 



without reference to the peculiar offices 
which are commonly ascribed to the Holy 
Spirit. Or, in other words, is there a dis- 
tinction here recognised between the 
Father and the Holy Spirit? That there 
2>, will be apparent from the following 
considerations: (1.) If no such distinction 
is intended, it is remarkable that Peter did 
not use the usual and customary name of 
God. It does not appear why he guarded 
it so carefully as to denote that this of- 
fence was committed against the Holy 
Ghost, and the Spirit of the Lord. ver. 9. 
(8.) The name here used is the one em- 
ployed in the Scriptures to designate the 
third person of the Trinity, as implying a 
distinction from the Father. See Matt, 
iii. 16 ; i. 18. 20; iii. 11 ; xii.32; xxviii. 19, 
Mark i. 8; iii. 29; xii. 36. Luke xii. 10. 
John xiv. 26 ; vii. 39 ; xx. 22. Acts iv. 8 , 
V. 32, &c. (3.) Peter intended, doubtless, 
to designa .e an ofl? ence as committed par- 
ticularly against the person, or influence, 
by which he and the other apostles were 
inspired. Ananias supposed that he could 
escape detection : ' and the offence w&s 
one, therefore, against the Inspirer of 
the apostles. Yet that was the Holy 
Ghost as distinct from the Father. Seo 
John xiv. 16, 17. 26 ; xv. 26 ; xvi. 7—11 ; 
XX. 22. Comp. Acts v. 32. The offence, 
therefore, being against him who was 
sent by the Father, who was appointed ti 
a particular work, clearly supposes that 
the Holy Spirit is distinct from the Father. 
(4.) A farther incidental proof of this may 
be found in the fact that the sin here 
committed was one of peculiar magni 
tude ; so great as to bo deemed worthy 
of the immediate and signal vengeance 
of God. Yet the sin against the Holy 
Ghost is uniformly represented to be of 
this description Comp. Matt. xii. 31, 32 
Mark iii. 28, 29 As these sins evidently 
coincide in enormity, it is clear that the 
same class of sins is referred to in both 
places ; or, in other words, the sin of Ana 
nias was against the third person of the 
Trinity. — Two remarks maybe made here. 
(1.) The Holy Ghost is a distinct person 
from the Father and the Son ; or, in other 
words, there is a distinction of some kind 
in the Divine nature that may be denomi 
nated by the word person. This is clear 
from the fact that sin is said to have been 
committed against him; a sin which it 
was supposed could not be detected. Sin 
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keep * back part of the prios of the 
land? 

4 Whiles it remained, was it not 
thine own/? and after it was sold, 
v*^as it not in thine own power? 
Why hast thou conceived this thing 

« Nu.SO.a. De.23.21. Ec.5.4. 
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in thine heart ? Thou hast not lied 
unto men, hut ^ unto God. 

5 And Ananias, hearing these 
words, ^ fell down, and gave up the 
ghost : and great ^ fear came on alJ 
them that heard these thin^rs. 



cannot be committed against an attribute 
of God, or an influence from God. We 
cannot lie unto an attribute, or against 
wisdom; or power, or goodness ; nor can 
v/e lie unto an influence^ merely, of tiie 
Most High. Sin is committed against a 
Being, not against an attribute ; and as a 
sin is here charged on Ananias against 
the Holy Ghost, it follows that the Holy 
Ghost has a personal existence ; or there 
is such a distinction in the Divine essence 
as that it may be proper to specif y a sin as 
committed peculiarly against him. In the 
same way sin may he represented as com- 
mitted peculiarly against ihQ Father, when 
his «ame is blasphemed; when hx^dominion 
is denied ; when his mercy in sending his 
Son is called in question. Sin may be 
represented as committed against the Son, 
when his atonement is denied, his divi- 
nity assailed, his character derided, or his 
invitations slighted. And thus sin may 
be represented as committed against the 
Holy Ghost when his office of renewing 
the heart, orsanctifying the soul, is called 
m question, oi* when his work is ascribed 
to some malign or other influence. See 
Mark iii. 22—30. And as sin against the 
Son proves that he is in some sense dis- 
tinct fi-om the Father, so does sin against 
the Holy Ghost prove that in some sense 
he is distinct from the Father and the Son. 
(2.) The Holy Ghost is divine. This is 
proved, because he is represented here 
as being able to search the heart, and to 
detect insincerity and hypocrisy. Comp. 
Jer. xvii. 10. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 1 Cor, ii. 
10. "The Spirit searchjBth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God." Rev. ii. 23. 
And he is expressly called God. See 
Note on ver. 4. 

4. Whiles it remained. As long as it 
remained unsold. This place proves that 
there was no obligation imposed on the 
disciples to sell their property. They who 
did it, did it voluntarily ; and it does not 
appear that it was done by all, or expected 
to be done by all. IT And after it was sold, 
&c. Even after the property was sold, 
and Ananias had the money, still there 
was no obligation on him to de\K)te it in 
this way. He had the disposal of it still. 
ITie apostk mentions this to ighow him 



that his offence was peculiarly aggra- 
vated. He was not compelled to sell his 
property ; and he had not even the poor 
pretence that he was obliged to dispose of 
it, and was tempted to withhold it for his 
own use. It was all his, and might have 
been retained if he had chosen. IT Thou 
hast not lied unto men. Unto men only , 
or, it is not your main and chief owence 
that yoii have attempted to deceivb men. 
It is true that Ananias had attempted to 
deceive the apostles, and it is true also 
that this v.-as a crime ; but still, the prin- 
cipal magnitude of the offence was that 
he had attempted to deceive God. So 
smali-was his crime as committed against 
men, that it was lost sight of by the apos- 
tles ; and the great, crowning sin ol' at- 
tempting to deceive God was brought 
fully into view. Thus David also saw 
his sin as committed against God to be so 
enormous, that he lost sight of it as an 
offence to man, and said, " Against thee, 
thee ONLY, have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight." Ps. Ii. 4. IT But unta 
God. It has been particularly and emi- 
nently against God. This is true, because, 
(1.) He had professedly devoted it to God. 
The act, therefore, had express and direct 
reference to him. (2.) It was an attempt 
to deceive him. It miplied the belief of 
Ananias that God would not detect the 
crime, or see the motives of the heart. 
(3.) It is the prerogative of God to judge 
of sincerity and hypocrisy ; and this was 
a case, therefore, which came under his 
special notice. Comp. Fs. cxxxix. 1 — A. — 
The word God here is evidently used in 
its plain and obvious sense, as denoting 
the supreme divinity ; and the use of the 
word here shows that the Holy Ghost if 
divine; and the whole passage demon- 
strates, therefore, one of the important 
doctrines of the Christian rehgion, that 
the Holy Ghost is distinct from the ft nthej 
and the Son, and yet is divine. 

5. A7id Ananias, hearing these words, 
&c. Seeing that his guilt was known; 
and being charged with the enormous 
crime of attempting to deceive God. He 
had not expected to be thus exposed ; and 
it is clear that the exposure and the chargo 
came upon him unexpectedly and rem- 
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6 And the young men arose, 
wound '^ him up, and carried him 
out, and buried him, 

7 And it was about the space of 

a Jqo,19.40. 



three hours after, when his wife, not 

knowing what w^as done, came in. 

8 And Peter answered unto her, 

Tell me w^hether ye sold the land 



bly, like a bolt of thunder. IT Fell down. 
Greek, Having fallen down. If Gave up 
the ghost. This is an unhappy translation. 
The original means sihiply, he expired, or 
he died. Com p. Note, Matt, xxvii. 50. 
This remarkable fact may be accounted 
for in this way : (1.) It is evidently to be re- 
garded as a. judgment of God for the sin of 
Ananias and his wife. It was not the act of 
Peter.butofGod; and was clearlydesigned 
to show his abhorrence of this sin. (See 
remarks on ver. 11. (2.) Though it was the 
act of God, yet it does not follow that it was 
not in connexion with the usual laws by 
Which he governs men, or that he did not 
make use of natural means to do it. The 
sin was one of great aggravation. It was 
suddenly and unexpectedly detected. The 
fact that it was known ; the solemn charge 
that he had lied unto God; struck him 
with horror. His conscience would re- 
prove him for the enormity of his crime, 
and overwhelm him at the memory of his 
act of wickedness. These circumstances 
may be sufficient to account for this re- 
markable event. It has occurred in other 
cases that the consciousness of crime, or 
the fact of being suddenly detected, has 
given such a shock to the frame that it 
has never recovered from it. The effect 
commonly is that the memory of guilt 
preys secretly and silently upon the frame, 
until, worn out with the want of rest and 
peace, it sinks exhaustea into the grave. 
But there have not been yvanting in- 
stances where the shock ^las been so 
great as to destroy the vUal powers 'at 
once, and plunge the wretched man, like 
Ananias, into eternity. It is not at all 
improbable that the shock in the case of 
Ananias was so great as at once to take 
nis life. IF Great fear came, &c. Such a 
striking and awful judgment on insiiice- 
i'ity and hypocrisy was fitted to excite 
awful emotions among the people. Sud- 
ien death always does it ; but sudden 
iieath in immediate connexion with 
jrime, is fitted much more deeply to 
affctDt the mind. 

6- Ana. the young men. The youth of 
the congregation ; very probably young 
men who were in attendance as servants, 
or those whose business it was to attend 
m\ the congregation, and perform various 
offices when Christians celebrated their 
worship. {Mosheim) The word used here 



sometimes denotes a servant It is used 
also, ver. 10, to denote soldiers, as they 
were commonly enlisted of the vigorous 
and young. The fact that they took up 
Ananias voluntarily, implies that they 
were accustomed to perform offices of 
servitude to the congregation. IF Wound 
him up. It was the usual custom with' 
the Jews to wind the body up in many 
folds of linen before it was buried, com 
monly also with spices, to preserve it 
from putrefaction. See Notes on John xi. 
44. It may be asked why he was so soon 
buried ; and especially why he was hur- 
ried away without giving information to 
his wife. In reply to this, it may be re- 
marked, 1. That it does not appear from 
the narrative that it was known that Sap- 
phira was privy to the transaction, or was 
near at hand, or even that he had a wife 
Ananias came himself and offered the 
money ; and the judgment fell at once on 
him. 2. It was customary among the an- 
cient Persians to bury the body almost 
immediately after death (Jahn) ; and it 
seems probable that the Jews, when the 
body was not embalmed, imitated the 
custom. It would also appear that this 
was an ancient custom among the Jews. 
See Gen. xxiii. 19; xxv. 9; xxxv. 29; 
xlviii. 7. 1 Kings xiii. 30. Different na- 
tions differ in their customs in burying 
the dead ; and there is no impropriety in 
committing a body soon after death to the 
tomb. 3. There might have been some 
danger of an excitemeiit and tumult in 
regard to this scene, if the corpse had not 
soon been removed ; and as no valuable 
purpose could be answered by delaying 
the burial, the body was decently com- 
mitted to the dust. 

7. And it was about the space, &c. Aa 
Sapphira had been no less guilty than 
her husband, so it was ordered in the 
providence of God, that the same judg- 
ment should come upon both. 

8. For so mucli. That is, for the sum 
which Ananias had presented. This was 
true, that this sum had been received for 
it ; but it was also true that a larger sum 
had been received. It is a? really a false- 
hood to deceive in this manner, as it 
would have been to have, affirmed thai 
they received much more than they actu 
ally did for the land. Falsehood consistss 
in making an erroneous representation of 
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And she said. Yea, 
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foi ftc much 1 
foi so much. 

9 Then Peter said unto her, How 
is it that ye have agreed "■ together 

a P8.50.18. ver.3. 

a thing in any way for the purpose of de- 
ceiving. And this species is much more 
common than an open and bold lie, de- 
claring what is in no sense true. 

9. Agreed together. Conspired, or laid 
a plan. From this it seems that Sapphira 
was as guilty as her husband. IT 7'o tempt 
To try ; to endeavour to impose on, or to 
deceive ; that is, to act as if the Spirit of 
the Lord could not detect the crime, 
rhey did this by trying to see whether 
the Spirit of God could detect hypocrisy. 
IT At the door. Are near at hand. They 
had not yet returned. The dead were 
buried without the v/alls of cities ; and 
this space of three hours, it seems, had 
elapsed before they returned from the 
burial. IT Shall carry thee out. This pas- 
sage shows that it was by divine interpo- 
sition or judgment that their lives were 
taken. The judgment was in immediate 
connexion with their crime, and was de- 
signed as an expression of the divine dis- 
pleasure. 

If it be asked here, v;?iy Ananias and 
Sapphira were punished in this severe 
and awful manner, an answer may be 
found in the following considerations : 
(1.) This was an atrocious crime ; a deep 
and dreadful act of iniquity, -"It was com- 
mitted knowingly, and without excuse, 
ver. 4. It w^as important that sudden and 
exemplary punishment should follow it, 
because the society of Christians was just 
then organized, and it was designed that it 
should be a pure society, and be regarded 
as a body of holy men. Much was gained 
by making this impression on the people, 
that sin could not be allowed in this new 
community, but would be detected and 
punished. (2.) God has often in a most 
solemn manner showed his abhorrence of 
hypocrisy and insincerity. By awful de- 
clarations and fearful judgments he has 
declared his displeasure at it. In a par- 
ticular manner no small part of the 
preaching of the Saviour was employed 
in detecting the hypocrisy of the scribes 
and Pharisees, and denouncing heavy 
judgments on them. See the xxiiid chap- 
ter of Matthew throughout, for the most 
sublime and awful denunciation of hy- 
pocrisy any where to be found. Comp. 
Mark xii. 15. 'Luke xii. 1, 1 Tim. iv. 2, 
Job viii. 13 ; xiii. 16 ; xv. 34 ; xx. 5 ; xxxvi 

3. Mait' ^' ii. 5. Luke xi. 44. In the veij 



to t^mpt the Spirit of the Lord 
Behold, the feet of thera which 
have buried thy husband are at the 
door, and shall carry thee out. 



beginning of the Christian church, there 
fore, it was important, by a decided ano 
awful act, to impress upon the church 
and the world the danger and guilt of 
hypocrisy. Well did the Saviour know 
that it would be one of the rnost insidious 
and deadly foes to the purity of the 
church ; and at its very threshold, there 
fore, he set up this solemn warning to 
guard it ; and laid the bodies of Ananias 
and Sapphira in the path of every hypo 
crite that would enter the church. If they 
enter and are destroyed, they cannot plead 
that they were not fully warned. If they 
practise iniquity in the church, they can- 
not plead ignorance of the fact that God 
intends to detect and punish them. (3.) 
The apostles were just then establishing 
their authority. They claimed to be un 
der the influence of inspiration. To esta- 
blish that, it was necessary to show that 
they could know the views and motives 
of those who became connected with the 
church. If easily imposed on, it would 
go far to destroy their authority and their 
claim to infallibility. If they showed that 
they could detect hypocrisy, even where 
most artfully concealed, it would establish 
the divine authority of their message. At 
the commencement of their work, there 
fore, they gave this decisive and most 
awful proof that they were under the 
guidance of an infallible Teacher. (4.) 
This case does not stand alone in the 
New Testament. It is clear from other 
instances that the apostles had the powei 
of 'punishing sinners, and that a violation 
of the commands of Christ was attended 
by sudden and fearful judgments. See 
1 Cor. xi. 30. See the case of Elymas the 
sorcerer, in Acts xiii. 8 — 11. (5.) Neither 
does this event stand alone in the history 
of the world. Acts of judgment some- 
times occur as sudden and decided, in 
the providence of God, as in this case. 
The profane man, the drunkard, the pro- 
fligate is sometimes as suddenly stricken 
down as in this instance. Cases have not 
been uncommon where the blasphemer 
has been smitten in death with the curse 
on his lips; and God often thus comes 
forth in judgment to slay the wicked, and 
to show that there is a God that reigns in 
the earth. This narrative cannot be ob- 
jected to as improbable until all such 
; cases are disposed of; iwr can this Inflip^ 



Hosted by 



Google 



A. D. 33.] 



CHAPTER V. 



95 



10 Then *» fell she down straight- 
way at his feet, and yielded up the 
ghost : and the young men came in 
arid found her dead, and, carrying 
her forth, buried her by her hus- 
band. 



tion be regarded as unjust, until all the 
instances where men die by remorse of 
conscience, or by the direct judgment o^ 
heaven, are proved to be unjust also. 

In view of this narrative, we may re- 
mark, (1.) That God searches the heart, 
and knows the purposes of the soul. 
Comp; Ps. cxxxix. (2.) God judges the 
motives of men. It is not so much the 
external act, as it is the views and feelings 
by which it is prompted, that determines 
the character of the act. (3.) God will 
bring forth sin that man may not be able 
to detect ; or that may elude human jus- 
tice. The day is coming when the secrets 
of all hearts shall be revealed, and God 
will reward every man according as his 
works shall be. (4.) Fraud and hypo- 
crisy will be detected. They are often 
revealed in this life. The providence of 
God often lays them open to human 
view, and overwhelms the soul in shame 
at the guilt which was long concealed. 
But if not in this life, yet the day is com- 
mg when they will be disclosed, and the 
smner shall stand revealed to an assem- 
bled universe. (5.) We have here an 
illustration of the powers of conscience. 
If such was its overwhelming effect here, 
what V7i\\ it be when all the crimes of 
the life shall be disclosed in the day of 
judgment, and when the soul shall sink 
to the woes of hell. Through eternity the 
conscience shall do its office ; and these 
/ftrribie inflictions shall go on from age to 
Kge, for ever and ever, in the dark world 
of hell. (6.) We see here the guilt of at- 
tempting to impose on God in regard to 
property. There is no subject in which 
men are more . liable to hypocrisy ; none 
m which they are more apt to keep back 
a part. Christians professedly devote all 
that they have, to God. They profess to 
believe that God has a right to the silver 
and the gold, and the cattle on a thousand 
hills Ps. 1 10. Their property, as well as 
heir bodies and their spirits, they have 
devoted to him ; and profess to desire to 
employ it as he shall direct and please. 
And yet, is it not clear, that the sin of 
Ananias has not ceased in the church? 
How many professing Christians there 
are, who give nothing really to God ; W'ho 
conlnbute nothing for the poor and needy ; 



1 1 And * great foar came upon all 
the church, and upon as many as 
heard these things. 

12 And by the hands of the apos- 
tles were '^ many signs and wonders 
wrought among the people ; (and 

h c.2.43. c c.4.30. Ro.15.19. He.2.4. 

who give nothing, or next to nothing, to 
any purposes of benevolence ; who would 
devote "millions" for their own gratifica- 
tion, and their families, "but not a cent 
for tribute" to God. The case of Ananias 
is, to all such, a case of most learful warn- 
ing. And^on no point should Christians 
more faithfully examine themselves than 
in regard to the professed devotion of 
their property to God. If God punished 
this sin in the beginning of the Christian 
church, he will do it still in its progress , 
and in nothing have professed Christians 
more to fear the wrath of God, than on 
this very subject. (7.) Sinners should 
fear and tremble before God. He holds 
their breath in his hands. He can cut 
them down in an instant. The bold blas- 
phemer, the unjust, the liar, the senile?, 
he can destroy in a moment, and sink 
them in all the woes of hell. Nor have 
they security that he will not do it. The 
profane man has no evidence that he will 
live to finish the curse which he has 
begun; nor the drunkard, that he will 
again become sober ; nor the seducer 
that God will not arrest him in his act of 
wickedness, and send him down to hell i 
The sinner walks over his grave, and 
over hell ! In an instant he may die, and 
be summoned to the judgment-seat of 
God ! How awful it is to sin in a world 
like this ; and how fearful the doom which 
must soon overtake the ungodly. 

12. And by the hands, &c. By the apos 
ties. This verse should be read in con 
nexion with the 15th, to which it belongs. 
IT Signs and wonders. Miracles. See Note, 
Acts ii. 43. f With one accord. With one 
mind, or intention. Note, ch. i. 14. ^ In 
Solomon's porch. See Notes, Matt. xxi. 
12. John X. 23. They were doubtless 
there for the purpose of worship. It doea 
not mean that they were there constantly 
but at the regular periods of worship 
Probably they had two designs in this 
one was, to join in the public worship of 
God in the usual manner with the peo 
pie, for they did not design to leave the 
tomple-service ; the otherwas, that they 
might have opportunity to preach to the 
people assembled there. In the presence 
of the grea multitudes who came up tc 
worship, they had an opportunity of mak 
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they were all with one accord in 
Solomon's porch. 

13 And" of the rest durst uo man 
join himself to them, but * the peo- 
ple magniiied them. 

14 And believers were the more 



ng known the doctrines of Jesus, and of 
confirming them hy miracles, the reality 
af which could not be denied, and which 
could not be resisted, as proofs that Jesus 
was the Messiah. 

1^3. And of the rest Different interpre- 
tations have been give a of this expres- 
sion. Lightfoot supposes that' by the rest 
are meant the remainder of the one hun- 
dred and tv^enty disciples of whom Ana- 
nias had been one ; and that they feared 
to put themselves on an equality with the 
apostles. Bat this interpretation seems to 
be far-fetched. Kuinoel supposes that by 
the rest are meant those who had not 
already joined with the apostles, whether 
Christians or Jews, and that they were 
deterred by the fate of Ananias. Pricasus, 
Morus, RosenmueilerjSchleusner, &c. sup- 
pose that by the rest are meant the rich 
men, or the men of authority and influ- 
ence among the Jews, of whom Ananias 
was one, and that they were deterred 
from it by the fate of Ananias. This is 
by far the most probable opinion, because, 
,1.) There is an evident contrast between 
them and the people; the rest, i. e. the 
others of the rich and great, feared to join 
with them; but the people^ the common 
people, magnified them. (2.) The fate of 
Ananias was fitted to have this effect on 
the rich and great, (3.) Similar instances 
had occurred before, that the great, 
though they believed on Jesus, yet were 
afraid to come forth publicly and profess 
him before men. See John xii. 42, 43 ; 
V. 44. f4.) The phrase the rest denotes 
sometimes that which is more excellent, 
or which is superior in value or import- 
ance to something else. See Luke xii. 
26. 1! Join himself. Become united to, 
or associated with. The rich and the 
great then, as now, stood aloof from them, 
and were deterred by fear or shame from 
professing attachment to the Lord Jesus. 
% But the people. The mass of the peo- 
ple ; the body of the nafion. ^ Magnified 
them Honoured them; regarded them 
with reverence and fear, 

14 And believers. This is the name by 
vvhich Christians were designated, be- 
jause one of the main things that distin- 
guished them was that they believed that 
lesus was the Christ. It is also an inci- 



added to the Lord, mu.titudes^ both 
of men and women ;) 

15 Insomuch that they brought 
forth the sick i into the streets, and 
laid them on beds and couches, that 
at the least the shadow of Peter 

c c.2.47. 1 or, in every street. 



dental proof that lione should join them- 
selves to the church who are not believers, 
i. e. who do not profess to be Christians in 
heart and in life. IT Were the more added. 
The effect of all things was to increase 
the number of converts. Their persecu- 
tions, their preaching, and the judgment 
of God, all tended to impress the minds 
of the people, and to lead them to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Comp. ch iv. 4. 
Though the judgment of God had the 
effect of deterring hypocrites from enter- 
ing the church ; though it produced awe 
and caution ; yet still, the number of true 
converts was increased. An eflfort to keep 
the church pure by wholesome discipline, 
by cutting off unworthy members, how- 
ever rich or honoured, so far from weak- 
ening its true strength, has a tendency 
greatly to increase its numbers as well as 
its purity. Men will not seek to enter a 
corrupt church ; or regard it as worth any 
thought to be coimected with a society 
that does not endeavour to be pure. 
IT Multitudes. Comp. ch. iv. 4. 

15. Insomuch. So that. This should 
be connected with ver. 12. Many mira- 
cles were wrought by the apostles, inso- 
much, &c. IT They brought forth. The 
people, or the friends of the sick, brought 
them forth. IT Beds. xKivav. This word 
denotes usually the soft and valuable 
beds on which the rich commonly lay. 
And it means that the rich, as well as the 
poor, were laid in the path of Peter and 
the other apostles. % Couches. xfw/S/BaTwv. 
The coarse and hard couches on which 
the poor used to lie. Mark ii. 4. 9. 11, 12; 
vi. 55. Johnv. 8— 12. Acts ix. 33. *^ The 
shadow of Peter. That is, they were laid 
in the path so that the shadow of Peter, 
as he walked, might pass over them. 
Perhaps the sun was near setting, and the 
lengthened shadow of Peter might be 
thrown afar across the way. They w^ere 
not able to approach him on account of 
the crow^d ; and they imagined that if 
they could any how come under his influ- 
ence, they might be healed. The sacred 
writer does not say, however, that any 
were healed in this way; nor that they 
were commanded to do this. He simply 
states the impression which was on the 
minds of the people that it mif[ht he. 
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passing by might overshadow some 
of them, 

16 There came also a multitude 
out of the cities round about unto 
Jerusalem, bringing '^ side folits, 
and ihem which were vexed with 

a Mar.16.17,1^. Jno.l4.!2. 



Whether they were healed by this, it is 
left for us merely to conjecture. An in- 
stance somewhat similar is recorded in 
Acts xix. 12, where it is expressly said 
that the sick were healed by contact 
with handkerchief's and aprons that were 
brought from the body of Paul. Comp. 
also Matt, ix. 21, 22, where the woman 
said respecting Jesus, " If I may but touch 
his garment, I shall be whole." 11 Might 
overshadow. That his shadow might pass 
over them. Though there is no evidence 
that any were healed in this way, yet it 
shows the full belief of the people that 
Peter had the power of v/orking miracles. 
Peter was supposed by them to be emi- 
nently endowed with this power, because 
it was by him that the lame man in the 
temple had been healed (ch. iii. 4 — 6), 
and because he had been most prominent 
ni his addresses to tbo people. The per- 
sons who are speciiiorl in this verse were 
those who dv>^elt at Jerusalem.' 

16. There came also, &c. Attracjted by 
the fame of Peter's miracles, as' the peo- 
ple formerly had been by the miracles 
of the Lord Jesus. IT Vexed. Troubled, 
afflicted, or tormented. IT Unclean spirits. 
Possessed with devils ; called unclean be- 
cause they prompted to sin and impurity 
of hfe. See Notes on Matt. iv. 23, 24. 
ir And they were healed. Of these persons 
it is expressly affirmed that they were 
healed. Of those who were so laid as 
that the shadow of Peter might pass over 
them, there is no such affirmation. 

17. Then the high-priest. Probably Cai- 
aphas Gomp. John xi. 49. It seems from 
this place that he belonged to the sect of 
the Sadducees. It is certain that he had 
Bignalized himself by opposition to the 
f>ord Jesus and to his cause, constantly. 
IF Rose up. This expression is sometimes 
red imdanty mid at others it means simply 
to be^rin to do a thing, or to resolve to do 
it. Coin p. Luke xv. 18. f Arid all they 
that were with him. That is, all they that 
coincided with him in doctrine or opinion ; 
iV in other v^ ords, that portion of the san- 
liedrim that was composed of Sadducees. 
There was a strong party of Sadducees 
.n the sanhedrim; aiid perhaps at this 
time it was so strong a majority as to be 



unclean spirits ; and ^ they were 
healed every one, 

17 Then the iiigh-priest rose up, 
and all they that were with him, 
(which is the sect of the Sadducees,) 
*= and were filled with ' indignation, 



able to control its decisions. Comp. Acts 
xxiii. 6. IT Which is the sect The word 
translated sect here is that from which we 
have derived our word heresy. It means 
simply secty or party, and is not used m a 
bad sense as implying reproach, or even 
error. The idea which we attach to it of 
error, and of denying fundamental doc- 
trines in religion, is one that does not oc- 
cur in the New Testament. IT Sadducees. 
See Notes, Matt. iii. 7. The main doc- 
trine of this sect was the denial of the 
resurrection of the dead. The reason 
why they were particularly opposed to 
the apostles, rather than the Pharisees, 
was that the apostles dwelt much on the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, which, if 
true, completely overthrew their doc- 
trine. All the converts, therefore, that 
were made to Christianity, tended to di- 
minish their numoers and influence ; and 
also to establish the belief of the Phari- 
sees in the doctrine of the resiirrection. 
So long, therefore, as the effect of the 
labours of the apostles was to establish 
one of the main doctrines of the Phari- 
sees, and to confute the Sadducees, sc 
long we may suppose that the Pharisees 
would either favour them or be silent; 
and so long Xhe Sadducees wouhl be op- 
posed to them, and enraged against them 
One sect will often see with composure 
the progress of another that it really 
hbtes, if it will humble a rival. Even 
opposition to the gospel will sometimes 
be silent, provided the spread of religion 
will tend to humble and mortify those 
against whom we may be opposed. 
IF Were filled with indignation. Greek, 
Zeal. The word denotes any kind of 
fervour or warmth, and may be apphed to 
any warm or violent affection of the 
mind, either envy, wrath, zeal, or love. 
Acts xiii. 45. John ii. 17. Rom. x. 2. 2 Cor. 
vii. 7; xi. 2. Here it probably includes 
envy and wrath. They were envious at 
the success of the apostles; at the num- 
ber of converts that were made to a doc- 
trine that they hated ; they were envious 
that the Pharisees were deriving such an 
accession of strength to their doctrine of 
the resurrection ; and they were indig 
nant that they regarded so little their 
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IS xiiid laid their hands on the 
apostles, and put them in the com- 
mon prison.'^ 

i9 But the angel of the Lord by 
night opened the prison doors, and 
Drought them forth, and said, 

20 Go, stand and speak in the 
temple to the people all ^ the words 
^ of this life. 

Si And when they heard that^ 
they entered iiito the temple early 
in the morning, and taught. But 
^ the high-priest came, and they 
that were with him, and called the 
council together, and all the senate 

o c.l2.5-7;16.23-27. Z; Ex.24.3, c Jno.6.63,68;17.8. 



authority, and disobeyed the solemn in- 
junction of the sanhedrim. Comp. ch. iv. 
18—21. 

18. The common prison. The public 
prison; or the prison for the keeping of 
common and notorious offenders. 

19. But the arigel of the Lord. This 
does not denote any particular angel, but 
simply an angel. The article is not used 
in the original. The word angel denotes 
properly a messenger, and parUcularly it 
m applied to the pure spu'its that are sent 
to this world on errands of mercy. See 
Note, Matt. i. 20. The case here was 
evidently a ??2i?'acZe. An angel was em- 
ployed for this special purpose ; and the 
design might have been, (1.) To reprove 
the Jewish rulers, and to convince them 
of their guilt in resisting the gospel of 
God ; (2.) To convince the apostles more 
firmly of the protection and approbation 
of God ; (3.) To encourage them more and 
more in their work, and in the faithful 
discharge of their high duty ; and (4.) To 
give the people a new and impressive 
proof of the truth of the message which 
they bore. That they w^ere imprisoned 
would be known to the people. That 
they were made as secure as possible, 
was also known. When, therefore, the 
next morning, before they could have 
been tried or acquitted, they were found 
again in the temple, delivering the same 
nie.ij^age still, it was a new and striking 
proof that they were sent by God. 

20. In the temple. In a public and con- 
spicuous place. In this way there would 
be a most striking exhibitiop of their 
joldness; a proof that God had delivered 
them ; and a manifestation of their pur- 
pose to obey God rather than man. IT All 
ilie roords. All the doctrines. Comp. Jolm 
vi. G8. <' Thou hast the words of eternal 



of the children of Israel, and sen* 
to the prison to have them brought. 

22 But when the ofBcers came, 
and found them not in the prison, 
they returned and told, 

23 Saying, The prison truly 
found w^e shut with all safety, and 
the keepers standing without before 
the doors : but when v/e had opened, 
we found no man within. 

24 Now when the high-priest 
and ^ the captain of the temple and 
the chief priests heard these things^ 
they doubted of them whereunto 
this would ffroY/. 



life." f Of this life. Pertaining to life, 
to the eternal life which they taught 
through the resurrection and life of Je- 
sus. The word life is used somietimes to 
express the whole of religion, as opposed 
to the spiritual death of sin. See John i 
4 ; iii. 36. Their deliverance from prison 
was not that they might he idle, and es- 
cape to a place of safety. Again they 
were to engage at once in the toils, and 
perils, which they had just before encoun- 
tered. God delivers us from danger 
sornetimes that we may plunge into neiu 
dangers ; he preserves us from calamity 
that we may be tried in some new fur- 
nace of affliction ; and he calls us to en 
counter trials simply because he demands 
it, and as an expression of gratitude to 
him for his gracious interposition. 

21. Early in the morning. Greek, At 
the break of day. Comp. Luke xxiv. 1. 
John viii. 2. H Called the council toge 
ther. The sanhedrim, or the great coun 
cil of the nation This was clearly for 
the purpose of trying the apostles for dis- 
regarding their commandments. IT Aiid 
all the senate. Greek, Eldership. Proba- 
bly the^e were not a part of the sanhe- 
drim, but were men of age and experi- 
ence, who in ch. iv. 8, xxv. 15, are called 
elders of the Jews, and who were present 
for the sake of counsel and advice in a 
case of emergency. 

23. Found we shut. It had not been 
broken open ; and there was therefore 
clear proof that they had been delivered 
by the interposition of God. Nor could 
they have been released by the guard, 
for they were keeping watch, as if un- 
conscious that any thing had happened 
and the officers had the only means of 
entering the prison. 

24. Ths captain of the mnple, f-i-^' 
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25 Then came one and told them, 
saying, Behold, the men whom ye 
put in prison are standing in the 
temple, and teaching the people. 

26 Then went the captain with 
the officers, and brought them with- 
out violence : for " they feared the 
people, lest they should have been 
stoned. 

27 And when they had brought 
them, they set them bf/ore the coun- 



Notes, ch. iv. 1. IT Doubled of them. 
They were in perplexity about these 
things. The word rendered doubted de- 
notes that state of anxiety which arises 
v;hen a man has lost his way, or when he 
does not know what to do to escape from 
a difficulty. See Luke ix. 7. % Where- 
unio this would grow. What this would 
he ; or what would be the result or end 
of these events. For (1.) Their authority 
was disregarded ; (2.) God had opposed 
them by a miracle ; (3.) The doctrines of 
the apostles were gaining ground; (4.) 
Their efforts to oppose them had been in 
vain. They need not have doubted ; but 
sinners are not disposed to be convinced 
of the truth of religion. . 

26. Without violence. Not by force ; 
not by binding them. Comp. Matt, xxvii. 
^. The command of the sanhedrim was 
Buffieient to secure their presence, as they 
did not intend to refuse to answer for 
finy alleged violation of the laws. Be- 
sides, their going before the council would 
give them another noble opportunity to 
bear witness to the truth of the gospel. 
Christians, when charged with a viola- 
tion of the laws of the land, should not 
refuse to answer. Acts xxv. 11, "If 1 be 
an offender, or have committed anything 
worthy of death, I refuse not to die." It 
is a part of our religion to yield obedience 
to all the just laws of the land, and to 
evince respect for all that are in autho- 
rity. Rom. xiii. 1 — 7. IT For they feared 
the people. The people were favourable 
to the apostles. If violence had been at-, 
tempted, or they had been taken in a 
cruel and forcible manner, the conse- 
quence would have been a tumult, and 
bloodshed, ^n this way, also, the apostles 
showed that they were not disposed to 
excite tumult. Opposition by them would 
have excited commotion ; and though they 
would have been rescued, yet they re- 
solved to show that they were not obsti 
aate. contumacious, or rebellious, bu 



cil : and the high-priest asked them, 

28 Saying, Did not we ^ strailly 
command you, that ye should not 
teach in this name] and, behold, 
ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this 
man's blood ° upon us. 

29 Then Peter and the other apos- 
ties answered and said, We '^ ought 
to obey God rather than men. 

30 The God of our fathers raised 

c Matt.27.25. c.2.23,36; 3.15j 7.52. d c.4.19. 



were disposed, as far as it could be done 
with a, clear conscience, to yield obedi- 
ence to the laws of the land. 

28. Siraitly command you. Did we not 
command you with a threat ? ch. iv. 17 
18. 21. IT In this name. In the name of 
Jesus. IT Ye have filed Jerusalem. This 
though not so designed, was an honour- 
able tribute to the zeal and ^delity of the 
apostles. When Christians are arraigned 
or persecuted, it is well if the only charge 
which their enemies can bring against 
them is that they have been distinguished 
for zeal and success in propagating theii 
religion. See 1 Pet. iv. 16, "If any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God on this 
behalf" Also ver. 13. — 15. IF Intend to 
bring this man's blood upon us. To bring 
one's blood upon another is a phrase de- 
noting to hold or to prove him guilty of 
murdering the innocent. The expression 
here charges them with designing to 
prove that they had put Jesus to death 
when he was innocent ; to convince the 
people of this, and thus to enrage them 
against the sanhedrim ; and also to prove 
that they were guilty, and were exposed 
to the divine vengeanv^e for having put 
the Messiah to death. Comp. ch. ii. 23 36 
iii. 15; vii. 52. That the apostles did in 
tend to charge them with being guilty of 
murder, is clear ; but it is observable that 
on this occasion they had said nothing of 
this; and it is further observable thai 
they did not charge it on them except in 
their presence. See the places just refer- 
red to.- They took no pains to spread this 
among the people, except as the people 
were accessaryto the crime of the rulers. 
ch. ii. 23. 36. Their consciences were not 
at ease, and the remembrance of the 
death of Jesus would occur to them a i 
once at the sight of the apostles. 

29. We ought to obey, &c. See Note, 
ch. iv. 19. 

30 Raised -iHp Jesus. This refers to his 
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up .Tesus, whom ye slew and hang- 
ed '^ on a tree. 

31 Him hath God exalted ^ with 

a Ga.3 13. lPct.2.24. b Ph^.9. 



resarrection. ^ Hanged on a tree. That 
IS, on the cross. Gal. iii. 13. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
Acts X. 39; xiii. 29. This is the amount 
of Peter's defence. He begins with 
the great principle (ver. 29), which they 
could not gainsay, that God ought to be 
obeyed rather than man. He then pro- 
ceeds to state that they were convinced 
that God had raised up Jesus from the 
dead. And as they had such decisive 
evidence of that, and were commanded 
by the authority of the Lord Jesus to be 
witnesses of that, and had constant evi- 
dence that God had done it, they were 
not at liberty to be silent. They were 
bound to obey God rather than the san- 
hedrim, and to make known every where 
fhe fact that the Lord Jesus was risen. 
The remark^ that God had raised up Je- 
sus whom they had slain, does not seem 
to have been made to irritate or to re- 
proach them, but mainly to identify the 
person that had been raised. It was also 
a confirmation of the truth and reality of 
the miracle. Of his death they had no 
doubt, for they bad been at pains to cer- 
tify it. John xix. 31 — 34. It is certain, 
however, that Peter did not shrink from 
charging on them their gui^t ; nor was he 
at any pains to soften or mitigate the se- 
vere charge that they had murdered their 
own Messiah. 

31. Him hath God exalted. See Note, 
ch. ii. 33. If To be a Prince, ^exiro^- 
See Note, Acts iii. 15. In that place he is 
called the Prince of life. Here it means 
that he is actually in the exercise of the 
office of a prince or a king, at the right 
hand of his Father, The title Prince, or 
King, was one which was well known 
as applied to the Messiah. It denotes 
that he has dominion and power, espe- 
cially the power which is needful to give 
repentance and the pardon of sins. IT A 
Saviour. See Note, Matt. i. 21. f Po 
give repentance. The word repentance 
here is equivalent to reformation, and a 
change of life. The expression here does 
not differ from what is said in ch. iii. 26. 
f To Israel. This word properly denotes 
the Jews ; but his office was not to be 
confined to the Jews. Other passages 
show that it would be also extended to 
the Gentiles. The reasons why the Jews 
are particularly specified here are, pro- 
bably, (1.) Because the Messiah was long 
promised to the Jewish people, and his 



his right hand to be di*^ Prince and a 
^ Saviour, for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins 

c 18.9.6. cJ Matt. 1.21. 



first work was there; and (2.) Because 
Peter was addressing Jews, and \Aas par- 
ticularly desirous of leading them tG re- 
pentance. IT Forgiveness of sins. Pardon 
of sin ; the act which can be performed 
by God only. Mark ii. 7. 

If it be asked, in what sense the Lord 
Jesus gives repentance, or how his exalta- 
tion is connected with it, we may answer, 
(1.) His exaltation is evidence that hii 
work was accepted, and thus a foundation 
is laid by which repentance is available 
and may be connected with pardon. TJn 
less there was some vi^ay oi' forgiveness^ 
sorrovi? for sin v/ould be of no value, even 
if exercised. The relentings of a culprit 
condemned for murder, would be of no 
avail unless the executive can consistently 
pardon him; nor would relentiijgs in heli 
be of avail, for there is no promise of for- 
giveness. But Jesus Christ by his death 
has laid a foundation by which repentance 
may be accepted. (2.) He is intrusted with 
ail power in heaven and earth with j-efer- 
ence to this, to apply his work to men; 
or in other words, to bring them to repent- 
ance. See John xvii. 2. Matt, xxviii. 18. 
(3.) His exaltation is immediately con- 
nected with the bestowment of the Holy 
Spirit, by whose influence men are 
brought to repentance. John xvi. 7 — 11. 
The Spirit is represented as being sent 
by him as well as by the Father. John xv. 
26 ; xvi. 7, (4.) Jesus has power in this 
state of exaltation over all things that can 
affect the mind. He sends his ministers ; 
he directs the events of sickness or disap- 
pointment ; of health or prosperity ; that 
will influence the heart. There is no 
doubt that he can so recall the sins of the 
past life, and refresh the memory, as to 
overwhelm the soul in the consciousness 
of guilt. Thus also he can appeal to man 
by his goodness, and by a sense of his 
mercies ; and especially he can so pre- 
sent a view of his life and death as to 
affect the heart, and show the evil of the 
past life of the sinner. Knowing the 
heart, he knows all the avenues by which 
it can be approached ; and in an instant 
he can overwhelm the soul with the ro- 
membrance of crime. 

It was proper that the power oi pardon 
should be lodged with the same being 
that has the power of producing repent- 
ance. Because, 1. The one appropriately 
follows the other 2. They are parts of 
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32 And we are his witnesses '^ of 
these things ; and so is also the 
Holy Ghost, * whona God hath 
given to them that obey hini. 

33 \¥hen they heard that, they ^ 



the sarrie great work, the work which the 
Saviour came to do, to remove sin with alt 
its effects from the humayi soul. Tliis 
power of pardon Jesus exercised when 
he was on the earth ; and this he can 
now dispen?f; in the heavens. Mark ii. 
9—11. 

And from this we may learn, (1.) That 
JesasChiist 18 divi?ie. It is a diccate of 
natural religion that none can forgive sins 
against God, but God himself None can 
pardon but the being who has heen of- 
fended. And this is also the dictate of 
the Bible. The power of pardoning sin 
is one that God claims as his prerogative ; 
and it is clear that it can appertain to no 
other. See Isa. xliii. 25. Dan. ix. 9. Ps. 
cxxx. 4. Yet Jesus Christ exercised this 
power when on earth ; gave evidence that 
the exercise of that power was one that 
was acceptable to God by working a mi- 
racle, and removing the consequences of 
sin with which God had visited the sin- 
ner (Matt. ix. 6) ; and exercises it stdl in 
heaven. He must, therefore, be divine. 
(2.) The sin.ier is dependent on him for 
the exercise of repentance, and forgive- 
ness. (3.) The proud sinner must be 
humbled at his feet. He must be willing 
to come and receive eternal life at his 
hands. No step is more humiliating than 
this for proud and hardened men; and 
there is none which they are more reluc- 
tant to do. We always shrink from com- 
ing into the presence of one whom we 
have offended ; we are extremely reluc- 
tant to confess a fault; but it must he 
done, or the soul must be lost for ever. 
(4.) Christ has power to pardon the great- 
est offender. He is exalted for this pur- 
pose ; and he is fitted to his work. Eyen 
his murderers he could pardon ; and no 
sinner need fear that he who is a Prince 
and a Saviour at the right hand of God, 
Is unable to pardon every sin. To him 
we may come with confidence ; and 
when pressed with the consciousness of 
the blackest crimes, and when we must 
feel that we deserve eternal death, we 
may confidently roll all on his arm. 

32. And we are witnesses. For this pur- 
pose they had been appointed, ch. i. 8. 
21, 22; ii. 32; iii. 15. Luke xxiv. 48. IT Of 
these things. Particularly of the resurrec- 
tion of the Loixi Jesus, and of the events 



were cut to the heart and took cobo« 
sel to slay them, 

34 Then stood there up one m 
the council, a Pharisee, named Ga- 
maliel, '^ a doctor of the law, had in 



which had followed it. Perhaps, how 
ever, he meant to include every thing 
pertaining to the life, teachings, and death 
of the Lord Jesus. ^ And so is also, &c. 
The descent of the Holy Ghost to endow 
them with remarkable gifts (ch. ii. 1—4) 
to awaken and convert such a multitude 
ch. ii. 41 ; iv. 4 ; v. 14), was an unanswer- 
able attestation of the truth of these doc- 
trines, and of the Christian religion. So 
manifest and decided was the presence 
of God attending them, that they could 
have no doubt that what they said was 
true ; and so open and public was this 
attestation, that it was an evidence to all 
the people of the truth of their doctrine. 

33. When they heard that. That which 
the apostle Peter had said, to wit, that 
they were guilty of murder ; that Jesus 
was raised up ; and that he still lived as 
the Messiah. IT They were cut to the heart 
The word used here properly denotes to 
cut with a saw; and as applied to the 
mlnd^ it means to be agitated with rage 
and indignation, as if wrath should seize 
upon the mind as a saw does upon wood, 
and tear it violently, or agitate it severely. 
It is commonly used in connexion with 
the heart, and means that the heart is vio- 
lently agitated, and rent with rage. See 
ch. vii. 54. It is not used elsewhere in 
the New Testament. The reasons why 
they were thus indignant were, doubt- 
less, (1.) Because the apostles had dis- 
regarded their command ; (2.) Because 
they charged them with murder; (3.) Be 
cause they affirmed the doctrine of th«5 
resurrection of Jesus, and thus tended to 
overthrow the sect of the Sadducees. 
The effect of the doctrmes of the gospe^ 
is, often, to make men enraged. ^ Took 
counsel. The v/ord rendered took coun- 
sel denotes commonly to will; then, to de' 
liberate; and sometimes, to decree., or ts 
determine. It doubtless implies here that 
their minds were made up to do it; but 
probably the formal decree was not pass 
ed to put them to death. 

34. There stood up one. He rose, as ii 
usual in deliberative assemblies to speak 
IT In the council. In the sanhedrim, ch 
iv. 15. IT A Pharisee. The high-pries 
and those who had been most active ii 
opposing the apostles were Sadducees 
The Pharisees were opposed to thoinit 
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reputation among all the people, 
and commanded to put the apostles 
forth a little space : 

35 And said unto them. Ye men 
of Israel, take heed to yourselves 
what ye intend to do as touching 
these men. 

1 In the 3d year before the account called A. D. 

particularly on the doctrine in regard to 
which the apostles were so strenuous, 
the resurrection of the dead. See Note, 
Matt. iii. 7. Comp. Acts xxiii. 6. f Ga- 
maliel This name was very common 
among the Jews. Dr. Lightfoot says that 
this man was the teacher of Paul (Acts 
xxii. 3), the son of the Simon who took the 
Saviour in his arms (Luke ii.), and the 
grandson of the famous Hillel, and was 
known among the Jews by the title of 
Rahban Gamaliel (he elder. There were 
other men of this name, who were also 
eminent among the Jews. This man is 
said to have died eighteen years before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and he died 
as he had lived, a Pharisee, There is 
not the least evidence that he was a 
friend of the Christian religion ; but he 
was evidently a man of far more liberal 
views than the other members of the 
sanhedrim. ^ A doctor of the lav}. That 
IS, a teacher o[ the Jew'^^h law ; one whose 
province it was to interpret the laws of 
Moses, and probably to preserve and 
transmit the traditional laws of the Jews, 
See Note, Matt. xv. 3. So celebrated 
was he, that Saul of Tarsus went to Jeru- 
salem '"o receive the benefit of his in- 
structions. Acts xxii. 3. '^ Had in repji- 
tation among all the people. Honoured by 
all the people. His advice was likely, 
therefore, to be respected. H 7'o put the 
apostles forth. This was done doubtless, 
because, if the apostles had been suffered 
to remain, it was apprehended that they 
would take fresh courage, and be con- 
firmed in their purposes. It was cus- 
tomary, besides, when they deliberated, 
to command those accused to retire, ch. 
iv. 15. IT A little space. A little time. 
Luk*? xxii. bQ. 

36. For hefore those days. The advice 
of Gamaliel was to suffer these men to go 
oil. The arguments by vt^hich he enforced 
his advice were, (1.) That there were 
cases or precedents in point (ver. 36, 37) ; 
and (2.) That if it should turn out to he 
of God, it would be a soieum alfair to be 
involved in the consequences of opposing 
him. How long before thLse days this 
transaction occurred, cannot now be de- 



36 For before these days ' rose 
up Theudas boasting himself to be 
somebody ; to whom a number of 
men, about four hundred, joined 
themselves : "vho was slain ; and 
all, as many as ^ obeyed him, were 
scattered, and brought to nought. 

2 or, believed. 



termined, as it is not certain to what case 
Gamaliel refers. ^ Rose up. That is, 
commenced or excited an insurrection, 
^ Theudas. This was a name quite com- 
mon among the Jews. Of this man no- 
thing more is known than is here re- 
corded. Josephus (Antiq. b. xx. ch. v.) 
mentions one Theudas, in the time of Fa- 
dus the procurator of Judea, in the reign 
of the emperor Claudius (A. D. 45 or 46), 
who persuaded a great part of the people 
to take their effects with him and follow 
him to the river Jordan. He told them 
he was a prophet, and that he would di- 
vide the river, and lead them over. Fa- 
dus, however, came suddenly upon them, 
and slew many of them. Theudas was 
tal^en alive and corveyed to Jerusalem, 
and there beheaded. But this occurred 
at least ten or fifteen years after this dis< 
course of Gamaliel. Many efforts have 
been made to reconcile Luke and Jose- 
phus, on the supposition that they refer to 
the same man. Lightfoot supposed that 
Josephus had made an error in chronology 
But there is no reason to suppose that 
there is reference to the same event; and 
the fact that Josephus has not recorded 
the insurrection referred to by Gamaliel, 
does not militate at all against the ac- 
count in the Acts. For, (1.) Luke, for any 
thing that appears to the contrary, is quite 
as credible an historian as Josephus. (2.) 
The name Theudas was a common name 
among the Jews; and there is no impro- 
bability that there were two leaders of an 
insurrection of this name. If it is impro- 
bable, the improbabiUty would affect Jo- 
sephus's credit as much as that of Luke 
(3.) It is altogether improbable that Ga- 
fnaliel should refer to a case wnith was 
not well authenticated; and that Luke 
should record a speech of this kind unless 
it was delivered, when it would be so 
easy to detect the error. (4.) Josephus 
has recorded many instances of insurrec- 
tion and revolt. He has represented the 
country as in an unsettled state, and by 
no means professes to give an account of 
all that occurred. Thus he says (Antiq. 
xvii. X. § 4) that there were " at this time 
ten thousand olher disorders in Judea;' 
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.37 After this man, rose up Judas 
of Galilee, in the days ot the tax- 
ing, and drew away much people 
after him : lio "^ also pwriihed j and 



and ($ 8) that "Judea was full of rob- 
beries." When this Theudas lived, can- 
not be ascertainea , but as Gamaliel men- 
tions him before Judas of Galilee, it is 
probable that he lived not far from the 
time that our Saviour was born; at a 
time when many false prophets appeared,, 
claiming to be the Messiah. IF Boasting 
himself to be somebody. Claiming to be 
an eminent prophet probably, or the Mes- 
siah, IT Obeyed him. The word used 
here is the one commonly used to denote 
belief. As many as believed on him, or 
gave credit to his pretensions. 

37. Judas of Galilee. Josephus has 
given an account of this man (An'tiq. b. 
xvii. ch. X. ^ 5), and calls him a Galilean. 
He afterwards calls him a Gaulonite, and 
says he was of the city of Gamala (Antiq. 
xviii, i. 1). In this place, he says that 
the revolt took place under Cyrenius, a 
Roman senator, who came into " Syria to 
be judge of that nation, and to take ac- 
count, of their substance." " Moreover," 
says he, "Cyrenius came himself into Ju- 
dea, w^hich was now added to the pro- 
vince of Syria, to take an account of their 
substance, and to dispose of Archelaus's 
money." "Yet Judas, taking with him 
Saddouk, a Pharisee, became zealous to 
draw them to a revolt, who both said that 
this taxation was no better than an intro- 
duction to slavery, and exhorted the nation 
to assert their liberty," &c. This revolt, 
he says, w^as the commencement of the 
series of revolts and calamities that ter- 
minated in the destruction of the city, 
temple, and nation IT In the days of the 
taxing. Or rather, the enrolling, or the 
census. Josephus says it v/as designed to 
take an account of their substance. Comp. 
Luke ii. 1, 2. 

38, Refrain from these men. Cease to 
oppose them, or to threaten them. The 
reason why he advised this he immedi- 
ately adds, that if it were of men, it would 
come to nought; if of God, they could not 
overthrow it. '^\ This counsel. This plan, 
ar purpose. If the apostles had originated 
It for the purposes of imposture. % It will 
€ome to nought. Gamaliel inferred that 
from the two instances which he speci- 
fied. They had been suppressed without 
the xficerference of the sanhedrim; and 
he inferred that this would also die away 
if it was a human device It will be re- 



al!, even as many as obeyed him, 
were dispersed. 

38 And now I say unto you, Re- 
frain from these men, and let them 



membered that this is the mere advice of 
Gamaliel, vi^ho was not inspired ; and i\mt 
this opinion should not be adduced to 
guide us, except as it was an instance of 
great shrewdness and prudence. It is 
doubtless right to oppose error in the pro- 
per way and with the proper te-mper, not 
with arms, or vituperation, or with the 
civil power, but with argument and kind 
entreaty. But the sentiment of Gamaliel 
is full of wisdom in regard to error. For, 
(1.) The very way to exalt error into no- 
tice, and to confirm Anen in it, is to oppose 
it in a harsh, authoritative, and unkind 
manner, (2.) Error, if left alone, will 
often die away itself. The interest of 
men in it will often cease as soon as it 
ceases to be opposed ; and having nothing 
to fan the flame, it will expire. It is not 
so with truth. (3.) In this respect the re- 
mark may be applied to the Christian re- 
ligion. It has stood too long, and in too 
many circumstances of prosperity and ad- 
versity, to be of men. It has been sub- 
jected to all trials from its pretended 
friends and real foes ; and it still lives as 
vigorous and flourishing as ever. Other 
kingdoms have changed; empires have 
risen and fallen since Gamaliel spoke 
this ; systems of opinion and belief have 
had their day, and expired ; but the pre- 
servation of the Christian religion, un- 
changed through so many revolutions, 
and in so many fiery trials, shows that it 
is not of men, but of God. The argument 
for the divine origin of the Christian re- 
ligion from its perpetuity, is one that can 
be applied to no other system that has 
been, or that now exists. For Christianity 
has been opposed in every form. It con- 
fers no temporal conquests, and appeals 
to no base and strong native passions. 
Mahometanism is supported by the sword 
and the state ; paganism relies on the 
arm of the civil power and the terrors 
of superstition, and is sustained by all the 
corrupt passions of men; atheism and in- 
fidelity have been short-lived, varying 
in their forms, dying to-day, and to raor* 
row starting up in a new form ; never or- 
ganised, consolidated, or pure ; and never 
tending to promote the peace or happi- 
ness of men. Christianity, without arms 
or human power, has lived, holding its 
stea-dy and triumphant movements among 
men, regardless a Uke of the opposition o^ 
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alone : ^ for if this counsel or this 
work be of men, it will come to 
nought: 

a Pr.2l.30. Is.8.10. Matt.15.13. 

Its foes, and of the treachery of its pre- 
tended friends. If the opinion of Gama- 
liel v/as just, it is from God ; and the 
Jems particularly should regard as impor- 
tant, an argument derived from the opi- 
nion of one of the wisest of their ancient 
Kabbins. 

39. But if it be of God. If God is the 
author of liiis religion. Frqm this it seems 
th£,t Gamahel supposed that it was at 
least possible that this religion was di- 
vine. He evinced a far more candid 
mind than did the rest of the Jews ; hut 
Btill, it does not appear that he was. en- 
tirely convinced. The arguments which 
could not but stagger the Jewish sanhe- 
drim were those drawn from the resur- 
rection of Jesus, the miracle on the day 
of Pentecost, the healing of the lame man 
in the temple, and the release of the apos- 
tles from the prison. IF Ye cannot over- 
throw it. Because, (1.) God has almighty 
power, and can execute his purposes; 
(2.) Because he is uncharging, and will 
not be diverted from his plans. Job xxiii. 
13, 14. The plan which God forms must 
be accomplished. All the devices of man 
are feebleness when opposed to him, and 
he can dash them in pieces in an instant. 
The prediction of Gamahel has been ful- 
filled. Men have opposed Christianity in 
every way, but in vain. They have re- 
viled it ; have persecuted it ; have resort- 
ed to argument and to ridicule, to fire, 
and fagot, and sword ; they have called 
in the aid of science ; but all has been in 
vain. The more it has been crushed, the 
more it has risen, and still exists with as 
ranch life and power as ever. The pre- 
servation of this religion amidst so much 
and so varied opposition, proves that it is 
of God. No severer trial can aw^ait it- 
than it has already experienced; and as 
it has survived so many storms and trials, 
we have every evidence that according 
to the predictions, it is destined to live, 
and to fill the world. See Note, Matt. 
xvi. 18. Isa. liv. 17; Iv. 11. Dan. iv. 35. 
% Lest. That is, if you continue to op- 
pose it, .you may be iound to have been 
opposing God. IF Haply. Perhaps. In 
the Greek this is lest at any Lime, that is, 
at some future time, when too late to re- 
tract your doings, &c. ^ Ye he found. 
It shall appear that yoii have been op- 
posing God. IT Even to fight against God. 
Greek, ©£o,««%a<. The word occurs no- 



39 But if ^ it be of God, ye can- 
not overthrow it ; lest haply 3 e be 
found even to fight *= against God. 

b Job 34,29. lCor.l.2r3. c c.9.5} 23.9. 

where else in the New Testament. T( 
fight against God is to oppose him, or Ui 
maintain an attitude of hostility against 
him. It is an attitude that is most fearfuJ 
in its character, and will most certainly 
be attended with an overthrow. No con- 
dition can be more awful than such an 
opposition to the Almighty ; no overtlirow 
more terrible than that which must follow 
such opposition. Comp. Acts ix. 5 ; xxiii. 9. 
Opposition to the gospel in the Scriptures 
is uniformly regarded as opposition to 
God. Matt. xii. 30. Luke xi. 23. Men 
may be said to fight against God in the 
following ways, or on the following sub- 
jects. (1.) When they oppose his gospel, its 
preaching, its plans, its influence among 
men \ when they endeavour to pre\ ent its 
spreafl, or to withdraw their families and 
friends from "its influence. (2.) When 
they oppose the doctrines of the Bible. 
When they become angry that the real 
truths of religion are preached ; and suf- 
fer themselves to be irritated and excited, 
by an unwillingness that those doctrines 
should be true, and should be presented 
to men. Yet this is no uncommon thing. 
Men by nature do not love those doc- 
trines, and they are often indignant that 
they are preached. Some of the most 
angry feelings which men ever have, 
arise from this source ; and man can 
never find peace until he is willing that 
God's truth should exert its influence on 
his own soul, and rejoice that it is believ- 
ed and loved by others. (3.) Men oppose 
the law of God. It seems to them too 
stern and harsh. It condemns them ; and 
they are unwilling that it should be ap* 
plied to them. There is nothing which a 
sinner likes less than he does the pure 
and holy law of God. (4.) Sinners fight 
against the providence of God. When he 
afflicts them, they rebel. ¥/hen he takes 
away their health, or property, or friends, 
they murmur. They esteem him har!?h 
and cruel ; and instead of finding peace 
by submission, they greatly aggravate 
their sufferings, and infuse a mixture oi 
wormwood and gall into the cup, by mur 
muring and repining. There is no peace 
in affliction but in the feeling that God is 
right. And until this belief is cherislied, 
the wicked will be like the troubled sea 
which cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt. Isa. Ivii. 20. Such opposi 
tion to God is as wicked as it is foolish 
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40 And to him they agreed : and 
when they had called the apostles, 
and beaten " them^ they commanded 



Tho Lord gave, and has a right to remove 
our comforts ; and we should be still, and 
know that he is God. (5.) Sinners fighl 
against God when they resist the influ- 
ences of his Spirit; when they appose 
serious thoughts; when they seek evil, or 
gay companions and pleasures rather than 
submit to God ; and when they resist all 
the entreaties of their friends to become 
Christians. All these may be the appeals 
which God is making to men to be pre- 
pared to meet him. And yet it is com- 
mon for sinners thus to stifle conviction, 
and refuse even to think of their eternal 
welfare. Nothing can be an act of more 
direct and deliberate wickedness and folly 
than this. V/ithout the aid of the Holy 
Spirit none can be saved ; and to resist 
his influences is to put away the only 
prospect of eternal life. To do it, is to do 
it over the grave ; not knowing that an- 
other hout or day may be granted ; and 
not knowing that if life is prolonged, the 
Spirit will ever strive again with the 
aeart. 

In view of this verse we may remark, 
1. That the path of wisdom is to submit 
at once to all the requirements of God. 
Without this, we must expect conflicts 
with him, and perils and ruin. No man 
can be opposed to God, without endan- 
gering himself every minute. 2. Submis- 
sion to God should be entire. It should 
extend to every doctrine, and demand ; 
QYGYY l^w, and every act of the Almighty. 
[n all his requirements, and in all aflflic- 
tions, we should submit to him, and thus 
only shall we find peace. 3. Infidels 
and scoffers will gain nothing by opposing 
God. They have thus far been thwarted, 
and unsuccessful; and they will be still. 
None of their plans have succeeded; 
and the hope of destroying the Christian 
religion, after the efforts of almost two 
thousand years, must be vain, and will 
recoil with tremendous vengeance on 
;hose who make them. 

40. And to him they agreed. Greek, 
They were persuaded hj him; or they 
trusted to him. They agreed only so far 
as their design of putting them to death 
was concerned. They abandoned that 
design. But they did not comply with 
his advice. to let them entirely alone. 
^ And beaten them. The usual amount 
of lashes which were inflicted on offend- 
ers was thirty-nine. 2 Cor. xi. 24. Beat- 



^ that they should not speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go. 
41 And they departed from the 



ing^ or whipping, was a common mode oi 
punishing minor offences among the Jews. 
It was expressly foretold by the Saviour 
that the apostles would be subjected to 
this. Matt. X. 17. The reason why they 
did not adopt the advice of Gamaliel 
altogether, doubtless was, that if they 
did, they feared that their authority 
would be despised by the people. They 
had commanded them not to preach, they 
had threatened them (ch. iv. 18; v. 28); 
they had imprisoned them (ch. v. 18); 
and now if they suffered them to go with- 
out even the appearance of punishment, 
their autliority, they feared, would be de- 
spised by the nation ; and it would be 
supposed that the apostles had triumphed 
over the sanhedrim. It is probable also 
that they were so indignant, that they 
could not suffer them to go without the 
gratification of subjecting them to the 
public odium of a whij'iping. Men, if 
they cannot accomplish their fidl pur- 
poses of malignity against the gospel, will 
take up with even gome petty annoyance 
and malignity, rather than let it alone. 

41. Rejoicing. Nothing to most men 
would seem more disgraceful than a pub- 
lic whipping. It is a punishment inflicted 
usually not so much because it gives 
pain, as because it is esteemed to be at- 
tended with disgrace. The Jewish rulers 
doubtless desired that the apostles might 
be so affected with the sense of this dis- ^ 
grace as to be unwilling to appear again 
in public, or to preach the gospel any 
more. Yet in this they were disappointed. 
The effect was just the reverse. If it be 
asked why they rejoiced in this manner, 
we may reply, (1.) Because they were 
permitted thus to imitate the example of 
the Lord Jesus. He had been scourged 
and reviled, and they were glad that they 
were permitted to be treated as he was. 
Comp. Phil. iii. 10. Col. i. 24. 1 Pet. iv. 13 
"Rejoice inasmuch as ye are partakers 
of Christ's sufferings." (2.) Because, by 
this, they had evidence that they were 
the friends and followers of Christ, it 
was clear they were engaged in the same 
cause that he was; enduring the same 
sufferings; and striving to advance the 
same interests. As they loved the cause, 
therefore they would rejoice in enduring 
even the shame and suf!erings which the 
cause, of necessity, involved. The kijig 
dom of the Redeemer was an obieet .-vq 
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presence of the council, rejoicing •* 
that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for his name. 

42 And daily ^ in the temple, and 
in every house, they ceased not to 
teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

a Matt.5.l2. 2Cor.l2.10. Ph.1.29. Ja.1.2 'Pet,4.13-16. 
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AND in those days, when the 
number of the disciples was 
multiplied, there arose a murmur- 
ing of the Grecians '^ against the 
Hebrews, because their widows 

6 2Tim.4.2. c c.9.29j 11.20. 



transcendantly important, that/or it, they 
were willing to endure all the afflictions 
^nd disgrace which it might involve. 
1.3.) They had been told to expect this ; 
It was a part of their enterprise. They 
had been warned of these things, and 
they now rejoiced that they had this evi- 
dence that they were engaged in the 
cause of truth.Matt.v.ll 12j x.l7 22.2 Cor. 
xii. 10. Phil. i. 29. James i. 2. (4.) Re- 
ligion appears to a Christian so excellent 
and lovely, that he is willing, for its sake, 
to endure trial, and persecution and death. 
With all this, it is infinite gain ; and we 
should be willing to endure these trials, if, 
by them, we may gain a crown of glory. 
Comp. Mark x. 30. (5.) Christians are 
the professed friends of Christ. We show 
attachment for friends, by being wilHng 
to suffer for them ; to bear contempt and 
reproach on their account; and to share 
their persecutions, sorrows, and calami- 
ties. (6.) The apostles were engaged in 
a cause of innocence, truth, and benevo- 
lence. They had done nothing of which 
to be ashamed ; and they rejoiced, there- 
fore, in a conscience void of offence; and 
in the consciousness of integrity and be- 
nevolence. When other men disgrace 
themselves by harsh, or vile, or opprobri- 
ous language, or conduct towards us, we 
should not feel that the disgrace belongs 
to us. It is theirs; and we should not be 
ashamed or distressed, though their rage 
should fall on us. See 1 Pet. iv. 14 — 16. 
^ Counted worthy. Esteemed to be de- 
serving That is esteemed ^^ for it hy the 
sanhedrim. It does not mean that "Got? 
esteemed them Avorthy, but that the Jew- 
ish council judged them fit to suffer shame 
m this cause. They evinced so much 
zeal, and determination of purpose, that 
they were judged fit objects to be treated 
as the Lord Jesus had himself been. IT To 
suffer shame. To be dishonoured, or dis- 
graced in the estimation of the Jewish 
rulers. The particular disgrace to which 
reference is made here was whipping. 
To various other kinds of shame they 
wore also exposed. They were perse- 
nuted, reviled, and finally put to death. — 
ilcvi-' we may remark, that a profession 
of the Christian religion has been in all 
cge^j esteemed by iTiany to be a disgrace. 



The reasons are, (1.) That Jesus is himsell 
despised; (2.) That his precepts are op- 
posed to the gayety and folhes of the 
world ; (3.) That it attacks that on which 
the men of the world pride themselves, 
rank, wealth, fashion; (4.) That it re- 
quires a spirit which the world esteems 
mean and grovelling — meekness, humi- 
lity, self denial, patience, forgiveness of 
injuries; and (5.) That it requires du^ 
ties — prayer, praise, seri{?usness, benevo- 
lence — which the men of the world de- 
spise. All these things the world esteem 
degrading and mean; and hence tney 
endeavour to subject those who practise 
them to disgrace. — The kinds of disgrace 
to which Christians have been subjected 
are too numerous to be mentioned here. 
In former times they were subjected to 
the loss of property, of reputation, anti 
to all the shame of public punishment, 
and to the terrors of the dungeon, the 
stake, or the rack. One main design 
of persecution was, to select a kind of 
punishment so disgraceful as to deter 
others from professing rehgion. Disgrace 
even yet may attend it. It may subject 
one to the ridicule of friends — of even a 
father, mother, or brother. Christians 
hear their opinions abased ; their names 
vilified ; their Bible travestied ; the name 
of their God profaned, and of their Re- 
deemer blasphemed. Tlieir feelings are 
often wantonly and rudely torn by the 
cutting sarcasm, or the bitter sneer. 
Books and songs revile them; their pe- 
culiarities are made the occasion of inde- 
cent merriment on the stage and in 
novels ; and in this way they are still 
subjected to shame for the name of Jesus. 
Every one who becomes a Christian 
should remember that this is a part of his 
inheritance, and should not esteem it dis- 
honourable to be treated as his master 
was before him. John xv. 18 — 20. Matt. 
X. 25. "IT For his name. For attachment 
to him. 

42. And daily, &c. Comp. 2 Tim. iv. 9. 
Notes, Acts ii. 46. 

CHAPTER VI. 

1. In those days, &c. The -first part of 
this chapter contains an account of the 
appointment of deacons. It may be asked, 
perhaps, whv the apostles did not appo3iat 
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were neglected in " the daily minis- 
tration. 

o c.4.35. 



these officers at the first organization of 
the church? To this question we may 
reply, tiiat it was better to defer the ap- 
pointment until an occasion should occur 
when it should appear to be manifestly 
necessary and proper. When the church 
was small, its alms could be distributed 
by the apostles themselves without diffi- 
culty. But when it was greatly increased ; 
when its charities would be multiplied ; 
and when the distribution might give rise 
to contentions, it was necessary that this 
matter should be intrusted to, the hands 
of laymen, and thai -the ministry should 
be freed from all embarrassment, and all 
i^uspicions of dishonesty and unfairness 
in regard to pecuniary matters. It has 
never been found to be wise that the 
teinporal affairs of the church should be 
intrusted in any considerable degree to 
the clergy; and they should be freed 
from such sources of difficulty and em- 
barrassment. IT Was multiplied. By the 
accession of the three thousand on the 
day of Pentecost, and of those wlio were 
subsequently added, ch. iv. 4; v. 14. '^ A 
murmuring. A compluint — as, if there 
had been partiality in the distribution. 
IT Of the Grecians. There has been 
much diversity of opinion in regard to 
these persons, whether they were Jews 
that had lived among the Gentiles, and . 
who spoke the Greek language, or whe- 
ther they were proselytes from the Gen- 
tiles. The former is probably the correct 
opinion. The word here used is not that 
which is usually employed to designate 
the inhabitants of Greece, but it properly 
denotes those who imitate the customs and 
habits of the Greeks, who use the Greek 
language, &c. In the time when the 
gospel was first preached, there v/ere two 
classes of Jews— those who remained in 
Palestine, who used the Hebrew lan- 
guage, &c. and v/ho were appropriately 
called Hebrews; and those who were 
scattered among the Gentiles, who spoke 
the Greek language, and who used in 
their synagogues the Greek translation of 
the Old Testament called the Septuagint. 
These were called Hellenists, or as it is 
in our translation Grecians. Note, John 
vii. 35. These were doubtless the per- 
sons mentioned here — not those who were 
proselyted from Gentiles, but those who 
were not natives of Judea, who had come 
up to Jenusalem to attend the great fes- 
tivals of the Jews. See ch. ii. 5. 9 — 11. 
Oj>-*!ensions would be verv likeV to arise 



2 Then the twelve called the 
multitude of the disciples unto 

between these two classes of persons. 
The Jews of Palestine would pride them- 
selves much on the fact that they dwelt 
in the land of the patriarchs, and the land 
of promise ; that they used the language 
which- their fathers spoke, and in which 
the oracles of God were given ; and that 
they were constantly near the temple, 
and regularly engaged in its solemnities. 
On the other hand, the Jews from other 
parts of the world would be suspicious 
jealous, and envious of their brethren, 
and would be likely to charge them witli 
partiality, or of taking advantage in their 
intercourse with them. These occasions 
of strife would not be destroyed by their 
conversion to Christianity, and one of 
them is furnished on this occasion. *if Be- 
cause their widows^ &c. The '-upejVty 
which had been contributed, or tn/"> «'! 
into common stock, Was understood to do 
designed for the equal benefit of all the 
poor, and particularly it would seoin for 
the poor widows. The distribution be- 
fore this, seems to have been made by the 
apostles themselves—or possibly, as Mo- 
sheim conjectures (Comm. de rebus Chris- 
tianorum ante Constantinum, p. 139. 118), 
the apostles committed the distribution 
of these funds to the Hebrews, and hence 
the Grecians are represented as murmur- 
ing against them, and not against the apos- 
tles. IT In the daily ministration. In the 
daily distribution 'which was made foi 
their v^p^nts. Comp. ch. iv. 35. The pro- 
perty was contributed doubtless with an 
understanding that it should be equally 
and justly distributed to all classes of 
Christians that had need.— It is clear from 
the Episdes that widows were objects of 
special attention in the primitive church, 
and that the first Christians regarded i 
as a matter of indispensable obligation to 
provide for their wants. 1 Tim. v. 3. 9, 10. 
16. James i. 27. 

2. Then the twelve. That is, the apostles. 
Matthias had been added to them aftei 
the apostacy of Judas, which had com- 
pleted the original number. "iT The multi- 
tude of the disciples. It is not necessary 
to suppose that all the disciples were 
convened, which amounted to many thou- 
sands, but that the business was laid be- 
fore a large number ; or perhaps the mul- 
titude here, means those merely who 
were more particularly interested in the 
matter, and who had been engaged in 
the complaint. IT It s not reason. The 
original words used nera properly de 
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chem^ and said, It " is not reasen 
that we should leave the word of 
God, and serve tables. 

3 Wherefore, brethren, look * ye 

a Ex. 18. 17-26. i De.1.13. 

note it is not pleasing^ or agreeable ; but 
the meaning evidently is, it is not jit, or 
proper. It would be a departure from 
the design of their appointment which 
was to })reach the gospel, and not to at- 
tend to the pecuniary affairs of the church. 
IT Leave the word of God. That we should 
neglect, or abandon the preaching of the 
gospel so much as would be necessary, if 
we attended personally to the distribu- 
tion of the alms of the church. — The gos- 
pel is here called the word of God, be- 
cause it is his message ; it is that which 
he has spoken ; or which he has com- 
manded to be proclaimed to men. IT Serve 
tables. This expression properly denotes 
to take care of, or to provide for the table, 
or for the daily wants of the family. It is 
an expression that properly applies to a 
steward, or a servant. The word tables 
is however sometimes used with refer- 
ence to money, as being the place where 
money was kept for the purpose of ex- 
change, &c. Matt. xxi. 12 ; xxv. 27. Here 
the expression means, therefore, to at- 
tend to the pecuniary transactions of the 
church, and to make the proper distribu- 
tion for the wants of the poor. 

3. Look ye out. Select, or choose. As 
chis was a matter pertaining to their own 
pecuniary affairs, it was proper that they 
should be permitted to choose such men 
as they could confide in. By this means 
the apostles would be free from all 
suspicions. It could not be pretended 
that Ihey were partial, nor could it 
ever be charged on them that they wish- 
ed to embezzle a part of the funds by 
managing them themselves, or by intrust- 
ing them to men of their own selection. — 
It follows from this also that the right of 
selecting deacons resides in the church, 
and does not pertain to the ministry. 
A.nd it is evidently proper that men who 
are to be intrusted with the alms of the 
church should be selected by the church 
itself '^ Among you. That is, from among 
the Grecians and Hebrews, that there 
may be justice done, and no further 
cause of complaint. % Seven men. Seven 
was a sacred number among the He- 
brews, but there does not appear to have 
been any mystery in choosing this num- 
ber. It was a convenient number, suffi- 
ciently numerous to secure th.=« faithful 
performance of the dutv, and not sc .-in- 



out among you seven men of'' ho- 
nest report, full of the Holy Ghos 
and wisdom, whom we may appoin 
over this business. 



c c,16.2. lTim.3.7,8,10. 



hierous as to produce confusion £.nd em* 
barrassment It does not follow, how- 
ever, that the same number is now to be 
chosen as deacons in a church, for the 
precise number is not commanded. IT Of 
honest report. Of fair reputation ; regard- 
ed as men of integrity. Greek, teslijied 
of, or home witness to, i. e. whose charac- 
ters were well known and fair. IT Full 
of the Holy Ghost. This evidently does 
not mean endowed with miraculous gifts, 
or the power of speaking foreign lan- 
guages, for such gifts were not necessary 
to the discharge of their office, but it 
means men who were eminently under 
the influence of the Holy Ghost, or who 
were of distinguished piety. This was 
all that was necessary in the case, and 
this is all that the words fairly imply in 
this place, f And wisdom. Prudence, 
or skill, to make a wise and equable dis- 
tribution. The quahfications of deacons 
are still further stated and illustrated in 
1 Tim. iii. 8 — 10. In this place it is seen 
that they must be men of eminent piety 
and fair character, and that they must 
possess prudence, or wisdom, to manage 
the affairs connected with their office 
These qualifications are indispensable to 
a faithful discharge of the duty intrusted 
to the officers of the church, f Who7n we 
may appoint. Whom we may constitute, 
or set over this business. The way in 
which this was done was, by prayer and 
the imposition of hands, ver. 6. Though 
they were selected by the church, yet the 
power of ordaining them, or setting them 
apart, was retained by the apostles. Thus 
the rights of both were preserved, the 
ight of the church to designate those 
who should serve them in the office of 
deacon, and the right of the apostles to 
organize and establish the church with 
its appropriate officers ; on the one hand, 
a due regard to the liberty and privileges 
of the Christian community, and on the 
other the security of proper respect fby 
the office, as being of apostolic apjwint- 
ment and authority. IF Over this business 
That is, over the distribution of the alms 
of the churcli— not to preach, or to go- 
vern the church, but soiely to take care" 
of the sacred funds of charity, and distri- 
bute them to supply the wants of the 
poor. The office is distinguished from 
that of p-eaching the gospel. To that 
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4 But we will " give ourselves 
continually to prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word. 

5 And the saying pleased the 
whole multitude : and they chose 

o lTim.4.15. 



rhe apostles were to attend. The deacons 
were expressly set apart to a different 
work, and to that work they should be 
confined. In this account of their ori- 
ginal appointment, there is not the slight- 
est intimation that they were to preach, 
but tlie contrary is supposed in the whole 
transaction. Nor is tliere here the slight- 
est hitimation that they were regarded as 
an order of clergy, or as in any way con- 
nected with the- clerical office. — In the 
ancient synagogues of the Jews there 
were three men to whom was intrusted 
the care of the poor. They were called 
by the Hebrews Parnasin or Pastors. 
(Dghtfoot, HorjB Heb. et Talm. Matt. iv. 
23.) From these officers the apostles took 
the idea probably of appomting deacons 
in the Christian church, and doubtless in- 
tended that their duties should be the 
Bame. 

4. Bat we will give ourselves continu- 
ally. The original expression here used 
denotes intense and persevering applica- 
tion to a thing, or unwearied effort in it. 
See Note, Acts i. 14. It means that the 
apostles meant to make this their constant 
and main object, undlstracted by the cares 
of life, and even by attention to the tem- 
poral wants of the church. IT To prayer. 
Whether this means private or public 
prayer cannot be certainly determined. 
The passage, however, would rather in- 
cline us to suppose that the latter was 
meant, as it is immediately connected 
with preaching. If so, then the phrase 
denotes that they would give themselves 
to the duties of their office, one part of 
which was public prayer, and another 
preaching. Still it is to be believed that 
the apostles felt the need of secret prayer, 
and practis'ed it, as preparatory to their 
public preaching. "IT And to the ministry 
of the word. To preaching the gospel ; 
or communicating the message of eternal 
life to the world. The word ministry 
{SiAv.tivlo(.) properly denotes the employ- 
ment of a servant, and is given to the 
preachers of the gospel because they are 
employed in this service as the servants 
of God, and of the church. — We have 
here a view of what the apostles thought 
to be the proper work of the ministry. 
They were set apart to this work. It was 
their main, their onlv employment. To 
K 



Stephen, a man full * c/ faith and 
of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, 
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and 
Timon, and Parmenas, and ^ Nico- 
las a proselyte of Antioch : 

ic.11.24. c c.8.5,265 21.8. tiRe.2.6,l5. 



to this their lives were to be devoted, 
and both by their example and their 
writings they have shown that it was on 
this principle they acted. Comp. 1 Tim. 
iv. 15, 16. 2 Tim. iv. 2. It follows also 
that if their time and talents were to be 
wholly devoted to this work, it ^vas rea- 
sonable that they should receive compe- 
tent support trom the churches, and this 
reasonable claim is often urged by the 
apostle. See 1 Cor. ix. 7 — 14. Gal- 
vi. 6, 

5. And the saying. The word — the 
counsel, or command. IT And they chose 
Stephen, &c. A man who soon showed 
(ch. vii.) that he was every way qualified 
for his office, and fitted to defend also 
the cause of the Lord Jesus. This man 
had the distinguished honour of being the 
first Christian martyr, ch. vii. If And 
Nicolas. From this man some of the Fa- 
thers (Ire. lib. i. 27. Epipha 1 Hseres. 5.) 
say, that ihe sect of the NicolaJanes, 
mentioned with so much disapprobation 
(Rev. ii. 6. 15), took their rise. But the 
evidence of this is not clear. If A prose- 
lyte. A proselyte is one who is converted 
from one religion to another. See Note, 
Matt, xxiii. 15. The word does not mean 
here that he was a convert to Christianity 
— which was true — but that he had been 
converted at Antioch from paganism to 
the Jewish religion. As this is the only 
proselyte mentioned among the seven 
deacons, it is evident that the others were 
native-born Jews, though a part of them 
might have been born out of Palestine, 
and have been of the denomination of 
Greciajis, or Hellenists. IF Of Antioch. 
This city, often mentioned in the New 
Testament (Acts xi. 19, 20. 26 ; xv. 22. 35. 
Gal. ii. 11, &c.), was situated in Syria on 
the river Orontes, and was formerly called 
Rihlath. It is not mentioned in the Old 
Testament, but is frequentl;^ mentioned 
in the Apocrypha. It was built by Seleu- 
cus Nicanor, A. C. 301, and was named 
Antioch, in honour of his father Antio* 
chus. It became the seat of empire of 
the Syrian kings of the Macedonian race, 
and afterwards of the Roman governors 
of the eastern provinces. In this place 
the disciples of Christ were first called 
Christians. Acts xi. 26. Josephus says iI 
was the third city in size of the RoinaE 
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6 Whom they set before the 
apostles : and when ° they had 
prayed, they * laid their hands on 
them. 

7 And " the word of God increas- 
ed ; and the number of the disciples 

a «,1.24. h c.9.175 13.3. lTiifi.4.14j 5.22. 2Tim.l.6. 

provinces, being inferior only to Seleucia 
and Alexandria. It was long, indeed, the 
most powerful city of the East. The city 
was almost square; had many gates, was 
adorned with fine fountains, and possess- 
ed great fertility of soil and commercial 
opulence. It w-as subject to earthquakes, 
and was often almost destroyed by them. 
In A. D. 588 above sixty thousand per- 
sons perished in it in this manner. In 
A. D. 970 an army of one hundred thou- 
sand Saracens besieged it, and took it. 
In 1268 it was taken possession of by the 
Sultan of Egypt, who demolished it, and 
placed it under the dominion of the Turk. 
ft is now called Aniakia,w[id till the year 
18.22 it occupied a remote corner of the 
ancient enclosure of its walls, its splen- 
did buildings being reduced to hovels, 
and its population living in Turkish de- 
basement. It contains now about ten 
thousand inhabitants. (Robinson's Calmet.) 
This city should be distinguished from 
Antioch in Pisidia, also mentioned in the 
New Testament. Acts xiii. 14. 

6. And when they had prayed. Invok- 
ing in this manner the blessing of God on 
them to attend them in the discharge of 
the duties of their office. ^ They laid 
their hands, &c. Among the Jews it was 
customary to lay hands on the head of a 
person who was set apart to any particu- 
lar office. Num. xxvii. 18. Comp. Acts 
viii. 19. This was done, not to impart 
any power or ability, but to designate 
that they received their authority, or 
commission, from those who thus laid 
their hands on them, as the act of laying 
hands on the sick by the Saviour was an 
act signifying that the power of healing 
came from him. Matt. ix. 18. Comp. Mark 
xvi. 18. In this case the laying on of the 
hands conveyed of itself no healing 
j>ower out was a sign or token that the 
[MDwer came from the Lord Jesus. Ordi- 
nation has been uniformly performed in 
this way. See 1 Tim. v. 22. Though the 
(jeven deacons had been chosen by the 
the church to this work, yet they derived 
their immediate commission and autho- 
rity from the apostles, 

7. And the word of God increased. 
TiiAo is, the gospel was more and more 



multiplied in Jemsalcm greatly 5 
and a great company of the priests 
^ were obedient to the faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of faith and 
power, did great wonders and mira- 
cles among the people. 

c Is.55.Il. c.12.24; 19.20. d Fa.132.9,16. Jno.12.42. 



successful, or became more mighty, and 
extensive in its influence. An instance 
of this success is immediately added 
V And a great company of the priests. A 
great multitude. This is recorded justly 
as a remarkable instance of the power of 
the gospel. . How great this company was 
is not mentioned. But the number of the 
priests in Jerusalem was very great ,- and 
their conversion was a striking proof of the 
power of truth. It is probable that they 
had been opposed to the gospel with quite 
as much hostility as any other class of the 
Jews. And it is now mentioned, as wor- 
thy of special record, that the gospel was 
sufficiently mighty to humble even the 
proud, and haughty, and selfish, and en- 
vious priest to the toot of the cross. One 
design of the gospel, is to evince the power 
of truth in subduing all classes of men ; 
and hence in the New Testament we 
have the record of its having actually 
subdued every class to the obedience of 
faith. Some MSS. however here instead 
of priests read Jews. And this reading is 
followed in the Syriac version. *r Were 
obedient to the faith. The wor^faiili here 
is evidently put for the Christian religion. 
Faith is one of the main requirements of 
the gospel (Mark xvi. 16), and by a figure 
of speech is put for the gospel itself To 
become obedient to the faith, therefoie, is 
to obey the requirements of the gospel, 
particularly that which requires us to be- 
lieve. Comp. Rom. x. 16. By the acces- 
sion of the priests also no small part cf the 
reproach would be taken away from the 
gospel, that it made converts only among 
the lower classes of the people. Comp. 
John vii. 48. 

8, And Stephen. The remarkable death 
of this first Christian martyr, which soon 
occurred, gave occasion to the sacred 
writer to give a detailed account of his 
character, and of the causes which led to 
his death. Hitherto the opposition of the 
Jews had been confined to threats and 
imprisonment; but it was now to burst 
forth with furious rage and madness, that 
could be satisfied only with blood. This 
was the first in a series of persecutions 
against Christians that filled the church 
with blood, and that closed the lives of 
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9 Then tlicre aiOiie certain of the 
synagogue, which is called T%e sy- 
nagogue of the Libertines, and Cy- 



thousands, perhaps millions in the great 
work of establishing the gospel on the 
earth, f Full offailb. Full of onfidence 
in God ; \.t trusting entirely to his pro- 
mises. See Note, Mark xvi. 16. ^ And 
power. The power which was evinced 
in working miracles. 1i" Wonders. This 
is one of the words commonly used in the 
New Testament to denote miracles. 

9. Then there arose. That is, they stood 
up against him; or they opposed him. 
^ Of the synagogue. See Note, Matt. iv. 
83. The Jews were scattered in all parts 
of the world. In every place they would 
have synagogues. But it is also probable 
that there would be enough foreign Jews 
residing at Jerusalem from each of those 
places to maintain the worship of the 
synagogue ; and at the great feasts those 
synagogues adapted to Jewish people of 
different nations, would be attended by 
those who came up to attend the great 
feasts. It is certain that there was a large 
number of synagogues at Jerusalem. The 
common estimate is, that there were four 
nundred and eighty in the city. {Light- 
foot, Vitringa.) IF Of the Libertines. 
There has been very great difference of 
opinion about the meaning of this word. 
The chief opinions may be reduced to 
three. 1. The word is Latin, and means 
properly afreedman,a man who had been 
a sla ve and was set at liberty. And many 
nave supposed that these persons were 
manumitted slaves, of Roman origin, but 
which had become proselyted to the Jew- 
ish religion, and who had a synagogue in 
Jerusalem. This opinion is not very pro- 
bable ; though it is certain, from Tacitus 
(Annal. lib. ii. c. 85), that there were 
many persons of this description at Rome. 
He says that four thousand Jewish prose- 
lytes of Roman slaves made free were 
sent at one time to Sardinia. 2. A second 
opinion is, that these persons were Jews 
by birth, and had been taken captives by 
the Romans, and then set at liberty, and 
thus called freedmen, or libertines. That 
there were many Jews of this description 
there can be no doubt. Pompey the Great, 
when he subjugated Judea, sent large 
numbers of the Jews to Rome. {Fhilo, in 
Legat ad Caium.) These Jews were set 
at liberty at Rome, and assigned a place 
beyond the Tiber for a residence. See 
Introduction to the Epistle to the Romans. 
Tliese persons are by Philo called liber- 
tines, or f'eedmen. {Kidnw.h in loco.") 



renians, and Alexandrians, and of 
thenni of Cilicia and of Asia, disput- 
ing with Stephen. 



Many Jews were also conveyed as cap« 
tives'by Ptolemy I. to Egypt, and obtained 
a residence in that country and the vici- 
nity. But 3. Another, and more probable 
opinior is, that they took their name from 
some place which they occupied. This 
opinion is more probable from the fact 
that ail the other persons mentioned her© 
are named from the countries which they 
occupied. Suidas says that this is the 
name of a place. And in one of the Fa. 
thers this passage occurs : " Victor, bishop 
of the Catholic church at Libertina, says, 
unity is there," &c. From this passage it 
is plain that there was a place called Li- 
bertina. That place was in Africa, not 
far from ancient Carthage. See Bishop 
Pearce's Comment, on this place. IF Cy- 
renians. Jews who dwelt at Gyrene in 
Africa. See Note, Matt, xxvii. 32. f Alex- 
andrians. Inhabitants of Alexandria in 
Egypt. It was founded, by Alexander the 
Great, B. C. 332, and was peopled by colo- 
nies of Greeks and Jevi/s. This city waa 
much celebrated, and contained not less 
than three hundred thousand free citi- 
zens, and as many slaves. The city was 
the residence of many Jews. Joseph us 
says that Alexander himself assigned to 
them a particular quarter of the city, and 
allowed them equal privileges with the 
Greeks. (Antiq. xiv. 7. 2. Against Apion, 
ii. 4.) Philo affirms that of five parts of 
tlie city, the Jews inhabited two. Ac- 
cording to his statement, there dwelt in 
his time at Alexandria and the other 
Egyptian cities, not less than ten hundred, 
thousand Jews. Amron, the general of 
Omar, when he took the city, said that it 
contained forty thousand tributary Jews. 
At this place the famous version of the 
Old Testament called the Septuagint, or 
the Alexandrian version, was made. See 
Robinson's Calmet. H Cilicia. This was 
a province of Asia Minor, on the sea- 
coast, at the north of Cyprus. The capi- 
tal of this province was Tarsus, the native 
place of Paul. ch. ix. 11. And as Paul 
was of this place, and belonged doubtless 
to this synagogue, it is probable that he 
was one who was engaged in this dispute 
with Stephen. Comp. ch. vii. 58. ^ Of 
Asia. See Note, ch. li. 9. IT Disputing 
with Stephen. Doubtless on the question 
whether Jesus was the Messiah. This 
word does not denote angry disputing' 
but is commonly used to denote fair and 
impartial inquiry ; and it is probable that 
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10 And they were not able ^ to 
resist the wisdom and Ihe spirit by 
which he spake. 

11 Then they suborned ^ men, 
which said, We have heard him 
speak blasphemous words against 
Moses, and against God. 

12 And they stirred up the peo- 

aLu.21.15. i lKi.21.10,13. Matt.26.59,60. 



THE ACTS [A. D.,32 

pie, and the elders, and the scribes 
and came upon him., and caugh* 
him, and brought Jdm to the coun- 
cil, 

13 And set up false witnesses, 
which said, This man ceaseth not 
to speak blasphemous words against 
this holy place, and the law : 



the discussion began in this way ; and 
when they were overcome by argument, 
ihey resorted, as disputants are apt to do, 
to angry criminations and violence, 

10. To resist. That is, they were not 
able to answer his arguments. ^ The wis- 
dom. This properly refers to his know- 
ledge of the Scriptures ; his skill in what 
the Jews esteemed to be wisdom — ac- 
quaintance with their sacred writings, 
opinions, &c. f And the spirit. This 
has been commonly understood of the 
Holy Spirit, by which he was aided ; 
but it rather means the energy, j)ower, or 
ardour of Stephen. He evinced a spirit 
of zeal and sincerity which they could 
not withstand ; which served, more than 
mere argument could have done, to con- 
vince them that he was right. — The evi- 
dence of sincerity, honesty, and zeal in a 
public speaker will often go farther to 
convince the great mass of mankind, than 
the moat able argument if delivered in a 
cold and indifferent manner. 

11. Then ihey suborned men. To suborn 
m law means to procure a person to take 
such a, false oath as constitutes perjury. 
( Webster.) It has substantially this sense 
here. It means that they induced them 
to declare that which was false, or to 
bring a false accusation against him. 
This was done not by declaring a palpa- 
ble and open falsehood, but by perverting 
his doctrines, and by stating their own 
inferences as what he had actually main- 
tained — the common way in which men 
oppose doctrines from which they differ. 
The Syriac reads this place, " Then they 
sent certain men, and instructed them 
that they should say," &c. This was re- 
peating an artifice which they practised 
so successfully m relation to the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. See Matt. xxvi. 60, 61. % We 
have heard, &c. When they alleged that 
they had heard this, is not said. Pro- 
bably, however, in mme of his discourses 
with the people, when he wrought mira- 
cles and wonders among them. ver. 8. 
% Blasphemous words. See Note, Matt, 
ix. 3. Moses was regarded with profound 
reverence, li'u laws they regarded as 



unchangeable. Any intimation, therefore, 
that there was a greater lawgiver than 
he, or that his institutions were mere 
shadows and types, and were no longer 
binding, would be regarded as blasphemy, 
even though it should be spoken with 
the highest respect for Moses. That the 
Mosaic institutions were to be changed, 
and give place to another and better dis- 
pensation, all the Christian teachers would 
affirm ; but this was not said with a de- 
sign to blaspheme or revile Moses. In the 
view of the Jews, to. say that, was to speak 
blasphemy; and hence, instead of report, 
ing what he actually did say, they accus- 
ed him of saying what they regarded as 
blasphemy. — If reports are made of what 
men say, their very words should be re- 
ported ; and we should not report our in- 
ferences or impressions as what they actu- 
ally said. IT And against God. God was 
justly regarded by the Jews as the Giver 
of their law, and the Author of their in- 
stitutions. But the Jew^s, either wilfully 
or involuntarily, not knowing that they 
were a shadow of good things to come, 
and were therefore to pass away, regard 
ed all intimations of such a change as 
blasphemy against God. God had a right 
to change or abolish those ceremonial ob- 
servances; and it was 7J0^ blasphemy in 
Stephen to declare it. 

12. And they stirred up the people. The}- 
excited the people, or alarmed their fears, 
as had been done beibre when they 
sought to put the Lord Jesus to death. 
Matt, xxvii. 20. f The elders. The mem 
hers of the sanhedrim, or great council 
IT Scribes. Note, Matt. ii. 4. ^ To the 
council. To the sanhedrim, or the great 
council of the nation, which claimed ju- 
risdiction in the matters of religion. See 
Note, Matt. ii. 4. 

13. And set up false witnesses. It has 
been made a question why these persona 
are called /aZ.«e witnesses, since it is su|v 
posed by many that they reported merely 
the words of Stephen. It may be replied 
that if they did report merely his word-3: 
if Stephen had actually said what they 
affirmed yet thev perverted his meani?i^ 
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14 For" we have heard him say, 
That this Jesus of Nazareth shall 
* destroy this place, and shall change 
the ' customs which Moses deliver- 
ed us. 



They accused him of UaSphemy, that is, 
of calumnious and reproachful words 
against Moses, and against God. That 
Stephen had spoken in such a manner, 
or had designed to reproach Moses, there 
is no evidence. Wuat was said in the 
mildest manner, and in the way of cool 
argument, might easily be perverted so 
as in their vieu) to amount to blasphemy. 
But there is no evidence whatever that 
Stephen had ever used these words on 
any occasion. And it is altogether im- 
probable that he ever did, for the follow- 
ing reasons; (1.) Jesus himself never af- 
firmed that he would destroy that place. 
He uniformly taught that it would be 
done by the Gentiles. Matt. xxiv. It is 
altogether improbable, therefore, that 
Stephen should declare any such thing. 
(2.) It is equally hn probable that he 
taught that Jesus would abolish the pe- 
cuiuir customs and rites of the Jews. It 
was long, and after much discussion, be- 
fore the apostles themselves were con- 
vinced of it; and when those customs 
were changed, it was done gradually. 
See Acts x, 14, &c. xi. 2, &c. xv. 20 ; xxi. 
20, &c. The probability therefore is, that 
the w^hole testimony was false, and was 
artfully invented to produce the utmost 
exasperation among the people, and yet 
was at the same time so plausible as to 
be easily believed. For on this point the 
Jews were particularly sensitive ; and it 
is clear that they had some expectations 
that the Messiah would produce some 
such changes. Comp. Matt. xxvi. 61 with 
Dan. ix. 26, 27. The same charge was 
afterwards brought against Paul, which 
he promptly denied. See Acts xxv. 8. 
ir This holy place. The temple. % The 
law. The law of Moses. 

14. Shall change. Shall abolish them ; 
or shall introduce others in their place. 
% The customs. The ceremonial rites and 
observances of sacrifices, festivals, <fee. 
appointed by Moses. 

15. Looldng steadfastly on him. Fixing 
the eyes intently on him. Probably they 
were attracted by the unusual appearance 
of the man, his meekness, and calm and 
collected fearlessness, and the proofs of 
conscious innocence and sincerity. ^ The 
face of an angel. This expression is one 
evidently denoting that \e manifested 

k3 



16 And all that sat in the coun- 
cil, looking steadfastly on him, saw 
his '^ face as it had been the face of 
an angel. 

a c.25.8. b Dan.9,26. i or, riUs. c Ex.34.30,3& 



evidence of sincerity, gravity,feaiiessness, 
confidence in God. It is used in the Old 
Testament to denote peculiar wisdom. 
2 Sam. xiv. 17; xix. 27. In Gen. xxxiii. 
10, it is used to denote peculiar majesty 
and glory, as if it were the face of God. 
When Moses came down from mount 
Smai from communing with God, it ia 
said that the skin of his face shone, so 
that the children of Israel were afraid lo 
come nigh to him. Ex. xxxiv. 29, 30. 
2 Cor. iii. 7. 13. Comp. Rev. i. 16. Matt, 
xvii. 2. The expression is used to denote 
the impression which will be produced 
on the countenance by communion with 
God ; the calm serenity and composure 
v,^hich will follow a confident committing 
of all into his hands. It is not meant that 
there was any thing miraculous in the case 
of Stephen, but is an expression denoting 
his calmness, and dignity, and confidence 
in God ; all of which were so marked on 
his countenance, that it impressed them 
with clear proofs of his innocence and 
piety. The expression is very common 
in the Jewish writings. It is common for 
deep feeling, sincerity, and confidence in 
God, to nupress themselves on the coun- 
tenance. Any deep emotion will do this ; 
and it is to be expected that religious 
feeling, the most tender and solemn of 
all feeling, will diffuse seriousness, se- 
renity, calmness, and peace, not affect- 
ed sanctimoniousness, over the counte 
nance. 

In this chapter we have another speci- 
men of the manner in which the church 
of the Lord Jesus was reared on earth. 
It was from the beginning amid scenes 
of persecution ; and encountering opposi- 
tion adapted to try the nature and power 
of religion. If Christianity was an impos- 
ture, it had enemies acute and malignant 
enough to detect the imposition. The 
learned, the cunning, and the mighty 
rose lip in opposition, and by all the arts 
of sophistry, all the force of authority, and 
all the fearfulness of power, attempted to 
destroy it in the commencement. Yet it 
lived', and it gained new accessions of 
strength from every new form of opposi- 
tion , and only evinced its genuineness 
more and more by showing that it was 
superior to the arts and malice of earth 
and of hell. 
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CHAPTER Vn, 

''PHEN said the high-priest, Are 
^ these things so 1 
2 And he said, Men, « brethren, 



CHAPTER Vir. 

This chapter contains the defence of 
Stephen before the sanhedrim, or great 
council of the Jews. There has been 
great diversity of opinion about the object 
which Stephen had in view in this de- 
fence, and about the reason why he intro- 
duced at such length the history of the 
Jewish people. But a few remarks may 
perhaps show his design. He was accused 
of blaspliemy in speaking against ike in- 
stitutions of Moses arid the temple, that is, 
against every thing held sacred among the 
Jews. To meet this charge, he gives a 
statement, at length, of his belief in the 
Mosaic religion, in the great points of 
their history, and in the fact that God had 
interposed in a remarkable manner in de- 
fending them from dangers. By this his- 
torical statement he avows his full belief 
in the divine origin of the Jewish reli- 
gion, and thus mc^iredZ?/ repels the charge 
of blasphemy. It is further to be remem- 
bered, that this was the best way of se- 
curing the attention of the council. Had 
he entered on an abstract defence, he 
might expect to be stopped by their 
ijavils or their clamour. But the history 
of their own nation was a favourite topic 
among the Jews. They were always 
ready to listen to an account of their 
ancestors; and to secure their attention, 
nothing more was necessary than to refer 
to their illustrious hves and deeds. Comp. 
Ps. Ixxviii. cv. cvi. cxxxv. Ezek.'xx. In 
this way Stephen secured their attention, 
and practically repelled the charge of 
speaking reproachfuMy of Moses and the 
temple. He showed them that he had as 
firm a belief as they in the great historical 
facts of their nation. It is to be remem- 
bered, also, that this speech was broken 
off in the m'dst (ver. 53, 54-), and it is 
therefore difficult to tell what the design 
of Stephen was. It seems clear, however, 
that he intended to convict them of guilt, 
by showing that they sustained the same 
character as their fathers had manifested 
(ver. 51, 52); and there is some probabi- 
lity that he intended to show that the ac- 
ceptable worship of God was not to be 
confined to any place particularly, from 
the fact that the worship of Abraham, and 
the patriarchs, and Moses, was acceptable 
before the temple was reared (ver. 2, &c.), 
and from the declaration in ver. 48, that 



and fathers, hearken ; The God of 
glory appeared unto our father Abra- 
ham when he was in Mesopotamia, 
before he dwelt in Charran, 



God dwells not in temples made with 
hands. All that can be said here is, that 
Stephen (1.) showed his full belief in the 
divine appointment of Moses, and the 
historical facts of their religion; (2.) That 
he laid the foundation of an argument to 
show that those things were not perpetu- 
ally binding, and that acceptable worship 
might be offered in other places and in 
another manner than at the temple. 

It has been asked in what way Luke 
became acquainted with this speech sf> as 
to repeat it. The Scripture has not in- 
formed us. But we may remark, (1.) That 
Stephen was the first martyr. His oeath, 
and the incidents connected with it, could 
not but be a matter of interest to the first 
Christians ; and the substance of his de- 
fence, at least, would be familiar to them. 
There is no improbability in supposing 
that imperfect copies might be preserved 
by writing, and circulated among them. 
(2.) Luke was the companion of Paul. 
(See Introduction to the Gospel by Luke.) 
Paul was present when this defence was 
delivered, and was a man who would be 
likely to remember vvhat was said on such 
an occasion. From him Luke might have 
derived the account of this defence. In 
regard to this discourse, it may be further 
remarked, that it is not necessaiy to sup- 
pose that Stephen was inspired. Even if 
there should be found inaccuracies, as 
some critics have pretended, in the ad- 
dress, it would not militate against its 
genuineness. It is the defence of a man 
on trial under a serious charge ; not a 
man of whom there is evidence that he 
was inspired, but a pious, devoted, hea- 
venly-minded man. All that the sacred 
narrative is responsible for is the correct- 
ness of the report. Luke alleges only that 
such a speech was in fact delivered, with- 
out affirming that every particular in it is 
correct. 

1. TJie7i said the high-priest. See Note, 
Matt. ii. 4. In this case the high-priest 
seenrs to have presided in the council, 
^ Are these things so ? To wit, the, charge 
alleged against him of blasphemy against 
Moses and the temple, ch. vi. 13, 14. 

2. Men, brethren, and fathers. These 
were the usual titles by which the san 
hedrim was addressed. In all this Ste- 
phen was perfectly respectful, and show- 
ed that he was disposed to reix'^r due 
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11.1 



3 And said ^ unto him, Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy 



honour to the institutions of the nation. 
*fi The God of glory. This is a Hebrew 
form of expression denoting the glorious 
God. It properly denotes his majesty, or 
splendour, or magnificence ; and the word 
glory is often applied to the splendid ap- 
pearances in which God has manifested 
himself to men. Deut. v. 24. Ex. xxxiii. 
18; xvi. 7. 10. Lev. ix. 23. Num. xiv. 10. 
Perhaps Stephen meant to affirm that God 
appeared to Abraham in some such glo- 
rious or splendid manifestation, by which 
he would know that he was addressed 
by God. Stephen, moreover, evidently 
uses the word glory to repel the charge 
of blasphemy against God, and to show 
that he regarded him as worthy of honour 
and praise. 'S Appeared, &c. In what 
manner he appeared is not said. In Gen. 
xii. 1, it is simply recorded that God fiad 
said unto Abraham, &c. IT To our father. 
The Jews valued themselves much on 
being the children of Abraham. Note, 
Matt. iii. 9. This expression was there- 
fore well calculated to conciliate their 
minds. IT When he was in Mesop'otamia. 
In Gen. xi. 31, it is said that Abraham 
dwelt in Ur of the Chaldees. The word 
Mesopotamia properly denotes the region 
between the two rivers, the Euphrates 
and the Tigris. Note, Acts ii. 9. The 
name is Greek, and the region had also 
other names before the Greek name was 
given to it. In Gen. xi. 31 ; xv. 7, it is 
called Ur of the Chaldees. Mesopotamia 
and Chaldea might not exactly coincide ; 
but it is evident that Stephen meant to 
say that Ur was in the country afterwards 
called Mesopotamia. Its precise situation 
is unknown. A Persian fortress of this 
name is mentioned by Ammianus (xxv. 8), 
between Nesibis and the Tigris. IT Be- 
fore he dwelt in Charran. From Gen. xi. 
81, it would seem thatTerah took his son 
Abraham of his own accord, and removed 
to Haran. But from Gen. xii. 1 ; xv. 7, it 
appears that God had commanded Abra- 
ham to remove, and he so ordered it in 
his providence that Terah was disposed 
to remove his family with an intention of 
going into the land of Canaan. — Charran. 
This is the Greek form of the Hebrew 
word Haran. Gen. xi. 31. This place was 
also in Mesopotamia, in 36° 52' N. lat and 
39" 5' E. Ion. Here Ter&h died (Gen. xi. 
32) ; and to this place Jacob retired when 
he fled from his brother Esau. Gen. xxvii. 
13 ^ It is situated " in a flat and sandy 
plain, and is inhabited by a few wan- 



kindred, and come into the land 
which I shall shevsr thee. 



dering Arabs, who select it for the de- 
licious water which it contains." {Robin' 
son's Calmet,) 

3. And said unto him. How long this 
was said unto him before he went is not 
recorded. Moses simply says that God 
had commanded him to go. Gen. xii. 1. 
"ST I'hy kindred. Thy relatives, or family 
connexions. It seems that Terah went 
with him as far as to Haran; but A bra 
ham was apprized that he was to leave 
his family, and to go almost alone. H Into 
the land, fee. The country was yet un- 
known, 'i'^he place was to be shown him 
This is presented in the New Testament 
as a strong instance of faith. Heb. xi. 8, 9. 
It was an act of simple confidence in God. 
And to leave his country and home ; to 
go into a land of strangers, not knowing 
whither he went, required strong conff- 
dence in God. It is a simple illustration 
of what man is always required to do, at 
the comminds of God. Thus the gospel 
requires him to commit all to God ; to 
yield body and soul to his disposal ; and 
to be ready at his command to forsake 
father and mother, and friends, and 
houses, and lands, for the sake of the 
Lord Jesus. Luke xiv. 33. Matt, xis, 
27. 29. The trials which Abraham 
might have anticipated may be reacfily 
conceived. He was going, in a rude 
and barbarous age of the world, into a 
land of strangers. He was without arms 
or armies, almost alone. He did not evca 
know the nature or situation of the land, 
or the character of its inhabitants. He 
had no title to it ; no claim to urge ; and 
he went depending on the simple promise 
of God that he would give it to him. lie 
went, therefore, trusting simply to the 
promise of God. And thus his conduct 
illustrated precisely what we are to do in 
all the future — in reference to all our 
coming life, and to the eternity before 
us — we are to trust simply to the promise 
of God, and. do that which he requires 
This is faith. In Abraham it was as sira 
pie and intelligible an operation of mine? 
as ever occurs in any instance. Nor is faitB 
in the Scripture regarded as more myste 
rious than any other mental operation 
Had Abraham seen all that was to result 
from his going into that land, it wouh'i 
have been sufficient reason to induce him 
to do as he did. But God saw it; and 
Abraham was required to act just as if 
he had seen it all, and all the reasons, 
why he was called. On the strength of 
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4 Then " came he out of the 
land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt 
in Charran : and from thence, when 
his father was dead, he removed 
him into this land, wherein ye now 
dwell. 

aGen.12.5. 



God's promises he was called to act. This 
was faith. It did not require him to act 
where there was no reason for his so act- 
ing, but where he did not see the reason. 
So in all cases of faith. If man could see 
all that God sees, he would perceive rea- 
sons for acting as God requires. But the 
reasons of things are often concealed, and 
man is required to act on the belief that 
God sees reasons why he should so act 
To act under the proper impression of 
that truth which God presents, is faiih ; 
as simple and intelligible as any other 
act or operation of the mind. See Note, 
Mark xvi. 16. 

4. Land of the Chaldeans. From Ur of 
the Chaldees. Gen, xi. 31. ^ When his 
father ivas dead. This passage has given 
rise to no small difficulty in the interpre- 
tation. The difficulty is this : From Gen. 
xi. 26, it would seem that Abraham was 
Dorn when Terah was seventy years of 
age. " And Terah lived seventy years, 
and begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran." 
From Gen. xii. 4, it seems that Abraham 
was seventy-five years of age when, he 
departed from Haran to Canaan. 'Vhe 
age of Terah was therefore but one hun- 
dred and fort3''-five years. Yet in Gen. 
xi. 32, it is said that Terah was two hun- 
dred and five years old when he died ; 
thus leaving sixty years of Terah's life 
beyond the time when Abraham left Ha- 
ran. Various modes have been proposed 
of meeting this difficulty. (1.) Errors in 
numbers are more likely to occur than any 
other. In the Samartian copy of the Pen- 
tateuch, it is said that Terah died in Ha- 
ran at the age of one hundred and live 
years ; which would suppose that his 
cleatii occurred forty years before Abra- 
ham left Haran. But the Hebrew, Latin 
Vulgate, Septuagint, Syriac* and Arabic 
read it two hundred and five years. (2.) It 
is not affirmed that Abraham was born 
just at the time when Terah was seventy 
years of age. All that the passage in Gen. 
xi. 26 proves, according to the usual mean- 
ing of similar expressions, is, that Terah 
was seventy years old before he had 
any sotio, and that the three were born 
subsequently to that. But which was 
oorn first, or how long intervals interven- 
ed between their biy.'ii, does not appear. 



5 And he gave him none inherit* 
ance in it, no not so Tnuch as to se\ 
his foot on : yet he promised * thai 
he would give it to him for -a pos- 
session, and to his seed after him, 
when as yet he had no child. 

AGen.13,15. 



Assuredly it does not mean that all were 
born precisely at the time when Terah 
was seventy years of age. Neither does 
it appear that Abraham was the oldest of 
the three. The sons of Noah are said to 
have been Shem, Ham, and Japhetli 
(Gen. V. 32); yet Japheth, though men- 
tioned last, was the eldest. (Gen. x. 21.) 
As Abraham afterwards became much 
the most distinguished, and as he was the 
father of the Jewish people, of whom Mo- 
ses was writing, it was natural that he 
should be mentioned first. If it cani.ot 
be proved that Abraham was the eldest, 
as assuredly it cannot be, then there is no 
improbability in supposing that his birth 
might have occurred many years after 
Terah was seventy years of age. (3.) Tho 
Jews unanimously affirm that Terah re- 
lapsed into idolatry before Abraham left 
Haran ; and this they denominate death, 
or a moral death. {Kuinoel.) It is cer- 
tain, therefore, that, from some cause, 
they were accustomed to speak of Terah 
as dead, before Abraham left him. Ste- 
phen only used language which was cus- 
tomary among the Jews, and would use 
it, doubtless, correctly, though we may 
not be able to see precisely how it can 
be reconciled with the account in Ge- 
nesis. 

5. And he gave him none inheritance. 
Abraham led a wandering life. And this 
passage means, that he did not himself 
receive a permanent possession or resi- 
dence in that land. The only land which 
he owned was the field which he pur- 
chased of the children of Heth, for a 
burial place. Gen. xxiii. As this was ob- 
tained by purchase, and not by the direct 
gift of God, and as it was not designed 
for a residence, it is said that God gave 
him no inheritance. It is mentioned as a 
strong instance of his faith, that he should 
remain there without a permanent resi- 
dence himself, with only the prospec? 
that his children, at some distant period, 
would inherit it. IF Not so much as to set 
his foot on. This is a proverbial expres- 
sion, denoting in an emphatic manne? 
that he had no land. Deut. ii. 5. f Would 
give it to him. Gen. xiii. 15. Abraham did 
not himself possess all that land ; and the 
promise is evidently equivalent tn saying 



Hosted by 



Google 



A. D. 33.] 



CHAPTER \'[L 



117 



6 And God spake on this v/ise, 
That ,<» his seed should sojourn 
in a strange land ; and that they 

o Gen.15,13,16. 



that it should be conferred on the family 
of Abraham, or the family of which he 
was the father, without affirming that he 
should himself personally possess it. It is 
true, however, that Abraham himself af- 
terwards dwelt many years in that land 
as his home. Gen. xiii. &c. IF For a pos- 
session. To be held as his own property. 
IT When as yet he had no child. When 
there was no human probability that he 
would have any posterity. Comp. Gen, 
XV. 2, 3," xviii. 11, 12. This is mentioned 
as a strong instance of his faith ; " who 
Bficainst hope believed in hope." Rom. 
iv. 18. 

6. And God spake on this wise. In this 
manner. Gen. xv. 13, 14. IT His seed. 
His posterity ; his descendants. % Should 
sojourn. This means that they should 
have a temporary residence there. The 
word is used in opposition to a fixed, per- 
manent home, and is applied to travellers, 
or foreigners. \ In a strange land. In 
the Hebrew (Gen. xv. 13}, "Shall be a 
stranger in a land that is not theirs." The 
land of Canaan and the land of Egypt 
were to them strange lands, though the 
obvious reference here is to the latter. 
IF Should bring them into bondage. Or, 
should make them slaves. Ex. i. 11. 
f And entreat them evil. Should oppress 
or affiict them. H Four hundred years. 
Tills is the precise time wnich is men- 
tioned by Moses. Gen. xv. 13. Great per- 
plexity has been experienced in explain- 
ing this passage, or reconciling it with 
other statements. In Ex. xii. 40, it is said 
that their eojourning in Egypt v^^as four 
hundred and thirty years. Josephus 
(Antiq, b. ii. ch. ix. $ 1) also says that the 
time in which they were in Egypt was 
four hundred years; though in another 
place (Antiq. b. ii. ch. xv. $ 2) he says 
that they left Egypt four hundred and 
thirty years after their forefather Abra- 
ham came to Canaan, but two hundred 
and fifteen years after Jacob removed to 
Egypt. Paul also (Gal. iii. 17) says that it 
was four hundred and thirty years from 
the time when the promise was given to 
Abraham to the time when the law was 
given on mount Sinai. The Samaritan 
Pentateuch says also (Ex. xii. 40) that the 
" dwelling of the sons of Israel, and of 
their fathers, which they dwelt in the land 
of Canaan, and in the land of Egypt, was 
four hundred and thirty years.' The same 



should b ing them into bondage, 
and entreat them evil four* hundre<^ 
years. 

iEx.12.40,41. 



is the version of the Septuagint A part 
of this perplexity is removed by the fact 
that Stephen and Moses use, in accord- 
ance with a very common custom, round 
numbers in speaking of it, and thus speak 
of four hundred years when the literal 
time v»7as four hundred and thirty. The 
other perplexities are not so easily re- 
moved. From the account which Moses 
has given of the lives of certain persons, 
it would seem clear that the time which 
they spent in Egypt was not four hundred 
years. From Gen. xlvi. 8. 11, it appears 
that Kohath was born when Jacob went 
into Egypt. He lived one hundred and 
thirty-three years. Ex vi. 18. Amram, 
Ills son, and the father of Moses, lived 
one hundred and thirty-seven years. Ex. 
vi. 20. Moses was eighty years old when 
he was sent to Pharaoh. Ex. vii. 7. The 
whole time thus mentioned, including the 
time in which the father lived after his 
son was born, was onljr three hundred 
and fifty years. Exclusive of that, it is 
reasonable to suppose that the actual time 
of their being in Egypt could riot have 
been but about two hundred years, ac- 
cording to one account of Josephus. The 
question then is, how can these accounts 
be reconciled ? The only satisfactory way 
is by supposing that the four hundred and 
thirty years includes the whole time from 
the calling of Abraham to the departure 
from Egypt. And that this was the fact 
is probable from the following circum- 
stances. (1.) The purpose of 6:7/ the nar- 
ratives on this subject is to trace the pe- 
riod before they became finally settled in 
the land of Canaan. During «Zi this period 
from the calling of Abraham, they were 
in a wandering, unfixed situation. This 
constituted substantially one period, in- 
cluding all their oppressions, hardships, 
and dangera ; and it was natural to have 
reference to this e7itire period in any ac- 
count which was given. (2.) All this pe- 
riod was properly the period of joromzse, 
not of possession. In this respect the 
wanderings of Abraham and the oppres- 
sions of Egypt came under the same 
general description. (3.) Abraham was 
himself occasionally in Egypt. He wa« 
unsettled ; and since Egypt was so pre- 
eminent in all their troubles, it was natu- 
ral to speak of all their oppressions as 
having occurred in that country The 
phrase " residence in Egypt," or " in a 
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7 And the nation to whom they 
shall be in bondage will I judge, 
said God: and after that shall they 
come forth, and serve « me in this 
place. 

8 And * he gave him the cove- 
nant of circumcision. And so *= 

a Ex.3. 12. i Gen.n.D-U. cGen.21.1-4. 



Strange land," would come to be synony- 
mous, and would denote all their oppres- 
sions and trials. They would speak of 
their sufferings as having been endured 
in Egypt, because their afflictions there 
were so much more prominent than be- 
fore. (4.) All this receives countenance 
from the version of the LXX., and from 
the Samaritan text, showing the manner 
in which the ancient Jews Were accus- 
tomed to understand it. (5.) It should he 
added, that difficulties of chronology are 
more likely to occur than any others; 
and it should not be deemed strange if 
there are perplexities of this kind found 
in ancient writings which we cannot ex- 
plain. It is so in all ancient records ; and 
all that is usually expected in relation to 
such difficulties is that we should be able 
to present a prohable explanation. 

7. And the nation, &c. Referring par- 
ticularly to the Egyptians. IT Will I judge. 
The word judge in the Bible often means 
to execute judgment, as well as to pro- 
nounce it; that is, to punish. See John 
xviii. 31; iii. 17; viii. 50; xii. 47. Acts 
xxiv. 6. 1 Cor. v. 13, &c. It has this 
meaning here. God regarded their op- 
pressive acts as deserving his indignation, 
and he evinced it in the plagues with 
which he visited them, and in their over- 
thi'ow in the Red sea. IT Shall serve me. 
Shall worship me, or be regarded as my 
people. IT In this place. That is, in the 
place where God made this promise to 
Abraham. These words are not found in 
Genesis; but similar words are found in 
Ex. iii, 12 ; and it was a practice in mak- 
ing quotations, to quote the sense only, or 
to connect two or more promises having 
relat'on to the same thing. 

8. A7id he gave him. That is, God ap- 
pointed or commanded this. Gen. xvii. 9 
— 13. IT The covenant. The word cove- 
nant denotes properly a compact or agree- 
ment between two or more persons, usu- 
ally attended with seals, or pledges, or 
sanctions. In Gen. xvii. 7, and elsewhere, 
it is said that God would establish his 
covenant with Abraham ; that is, he made 

im certain definite promises, attended 



Graham begat Isaac, and circum 
cised him the eighth day : and Isaa^. 
"^ begat Jacob ; and Jacob ' begat the 
twelve patriarchs, 

9 And the patriarchs, moved with 
•^envy, sold Joseph into Egypt; but 
«■ God was with him, 

l,&c. /Gen.37.a8 



d Gen.25. 

Ps. 105.17. 



e Gen.29.3 
»- Gen .39.2 21. 



with pledges and seals, &c. The idea of 
a strict compact or agreement beiw een God 
and man, as between e^ual parties, is not 
found in the Bible. It is commonly used, 
as here, to denote a promise on the part 
of God, attended with pledges, and de- 
manding, on the part of man, in order to 
avail himself of its benefits, a stipulated 
course of conduct. The covenant is there- 
fore another name for denoting two things 
on the part of God : (1.) A command, which 
man is not at liberty to reject, as he would 
he if a literal covenant; and (^.) A pro- 
mise, which is to be fulfilled only on the 
condition of obedience. The covenant 
with Abraham was simply a promise to 
give him the land, and to make him a 
great nation, &c. It was never proposed 
to Abraham with the supposition that he 
was at liberty to reject it, or to refuse to 
comply with its conditions. Circumcision 
was appointed as the mark or indication 
that Abraham and those thus designated 
were the persons included in the gracious 
purpose and promise. It served to sepa- 
rate them as a peculiar people ; a people 
whose pecufinr characteristic it was that 
they obeyed and served the God who 
had made the promise to Abraham. The 
phrase "covenant of circumcision" means, 
therefore, the covenant or promise which 
God made to Abraham, of which circum- 
cision was the distinguishing mark or 
sign, 'i^ The twelve patriarchs. The word 
patriarch properly denotes the father and 
ruler of a family. But it is commonly 
applied, by way of eminence, to the pro 
genitors of the Jewish race, particularly 
to the twelve sons of Jacob. Note, Acta 
ii. 29. 

9. Moved with envy. That is, dissatis 
fied with the favour which their father 
Jacob showed Joseph, and envious at the 
dreams which indicated that he was to 
be raised to remarkable honour above 
his parents and brethren. Gen. xxxvii. 3~ 
11. If Sold Joseph into Egypt. Sold him, 
that he might be taken to Egypt. This 
was done at the suggestion ofJudah, whc 
advised it that Joseph might not be put 
to death by his brethreo Gen. xxxvii 
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10 And delivered him out of all 
his afflictions, and gave him favour 
and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt ; and ho " made him 
governor over Egypt and all his 
house. 

11 Now * there came a dearth 
over al. the land of Egypt and Cha- 
naan, and great affliction ; and our 
fathers found no sustenance. 

12 But ''when Jacob heard that 
there w<i3 corn in Egypt, he sent 
out our fathers first. 

13 And at the second time Jo- 

aG3n.4i.4O. I>Gen.41.54, cGen.42.1,2. 



28. — It is possible that Stephen, by this 
fact, might have designed to prepare the 
wa};^ for a severe rebuke of the Jews for 
having dealt in a similar manner with 
their Messiah. IT Bui God was with him. 
God protected him, and overruled al. 
these wicked doings, so that he was 
raised to extraordinary honours. 

10. And delivered him, &c. That is, 
restored him to liberty from his servitude 
and humiliation, and raised him up to 
high honours and offices in Egypt. IT Fa- 
vour and wisdom. The favour was the 
result of his wisdom. His wisdom was 
particularly evinced in interpreting the 
dreams of Pharaoh. Gen. xli. IF And 
made him governor, &c. Gen. xli. 40. 
% All his houae. All the family, or all the 
court and government, of the nation. 

1 1. Now there came a dearth. A famine. 
Gen. xli. 54. IT And Chanaan. Jacob was 
living at that time in Canaan. IT Found 
no sustenance. ISfo food; no means of 
living. 

12. Was corn in Egypt. The word 
corn here rather denotes wheat. Note, 
Matt. xil. 1. IT Our fathers. His ten sons ; 
all his sons except Joseph and Benjamin. 
Gen. xlii. Stephen here refers only to 
the history, without entering into details. 
By this general reference he sufficiently 
showed that ho believed what Moses had 
epoken, and did not intend to show him 
disrespect. 

13. Joseph was made known. Gen. xlv. 
4. IT Joseph's kindred, &c. His relatives ; 
his family. Gen. xlv. 16. 

] I. All his kindred. His father, and 
fanjUy. Gen. ^Iv. 17—28; xlvi. 1—26. 
f I'hreescore and fifteen souls. Seventy- 
five persons. There has been much per- 
plexity felt in the explanation of this pas- 
sage. In Gen. xlvi. 26. Ex. i. 5. and Deut. 
K. 22, it is expressly said that the number 



seph '^ was made known to his bre- 
thren ; and Joseph's kindred was 
made known unto Pharaoh. 

14 Then sent Joseph, and called 
his father Jacob to him^ and all "his 
kindred, threescore and fifteen souls. 

15 So Jacob went down into 
Egypt, and died, he, and our fa 
thers, 

16 And were carried -^ over ir^ta 
Sychem, and laid in the sepulchra 
that Abraham bought for a sum of 
money of the sons of Emmor the 
father of Sychem. 

d Gen.45.4,16. e GeTi.46.27. De.10.22, / Jo3.24.32. 

which went down to Egypt consisted of 
but seventy persons. The question is, in 
what way these accounts can be recon. 
ciled ? It is evident that Stephen has fol- 
lowed the account which is given by the 
Septuagint. In Gen. xlvi. 27, that version 
reads, "But the sons of Joseph who were 
with him in Egypt, w'ere nine souls ; all 
the souls of the house of Jacob which 
came with Jacob into Egypt, were seven- 
ty-five souls." This number is made out 
by adding these nine souls to the sixty- 
six mentioned in ver. 26. The difference 
between the Septuagint and Moses is, 
that the former mentions five descendants 
of Joseph who are not recorded by the 
latter. The names of the sons of Ephraira 
and Manasseh are recorded in 1 Chron, 
vii. 14 — 21. Their names were Ashriel, 
Machir, Zelophehad, Peresh, sons of Ma- 
nasseh ; and Shuthelah, son of Ephraim. 
Why the Septuagint inserted these, it may 
not be easy to see. But such was evi 
dently the fact ; and the fact accords ac- 
curately with the historic record, though 
Moses did not insert their names. The 
solution of difficulties in regard to chro- 
nology is always difficult ; and what 
might be entirely apparent to a Jew in 
the time of Stephen, may be wholly in- 
explicable to us. 

15, 16. And died. Gen. xhx. 33. IT Hb 
and our fathers. The time which the Is-* 
raelites remained in Egypt was two hun- 
dred and fifteen years ; so that all the 
sons of Jacob were deceased before the 
Jews went out to go to the land of Ca- 
naan. TT And were carried over. Jacob 
Iiimself Was buried in the field of-Mac- 
pelah, by Joseph and his brethren. Gen. 
1. 13. It is expressly said that the bones 
of Joseph were carried by the Israelites 
when they went into the land of Canaan, 
and buried in Shechern. Josh xxiv. 32 
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17 But when the time of the 
promioe drew nigh, which God 
had sworn to Abraham, the people 



Comp. Gen. 1. 25. No mention is made 
ill the Old Testament of their carrying the 
bones of any of the other patriarchs ; but 
the thing is highly probable in itself. If 
the descendants of Joseph carried his 
bones, it would naturally occur to them 
to take also the bones of each of the pa- 
triarchs, and give them an honourable 
sepulchre together in the land of promise. 
Josephus (Antiq. b. ii. ch. viii. $2) says 
that " the posterity and sons of these men 
(of the brethren of Joseph), after some 
time, carried their bodies and buried 
them in Hebron ; but as to the bones of 
Joseph, they carried them into the land 
of Canaan afterward, when the Hebrews 
went out of Egypt." This is the account 
which Josephus gives, and it is evidently 
in accordance with the common opinion 
of the Jewish writers that they were 
buried in Hebron. Yet the tradition is 
not uniform. Some of the Jews affirm 
that ihey were buried in Sychem. {Kui- 
noeL) As the Scriptures do not any where 
deny that the fathers were buried in Sy- 
chem, it cannot be proved that Stephen 
was in error. There is one circumstance 
of strong probability to show that he was 
correct. At the time this defence was 
delivered, Sychem was in the hands 
of the Samaritans, between whom and 
the Jews there was a violent hostility. 
Of course the Jews would not be will- 
ing to concede that the Samaritans 
had the bones of their ancestors ; and 
hence perhaps the opinion had been 
maintained that they were buried in 
Hebron. IT Into Sychem. This was a 
town or village near to Samaria. It was 
called Sichar (Note, John iv. 5), Shechem, 
and Sychem. It is now called Naplous, 
or Napolose, and is ten miles from Shiloh, 
and about forty from Jerusalem, towards 
the north. T Thai Abraham bought. The 
word Abraham here has, given rise to 
considerable perplexity; and it is now 
pretty generally conceded that it is a mis- 
take. It is certain, from Gen. xxxiii. 19. 
and Josh. xxiv. 32, that this piece of land 
was bought, not by Abraham, but by Ja- 
cob, of the sons of Hamor, the father of 
Shachem. The land which Abraham 
purchased was the cave of Macpelah, of 
the sons of Heth, in Hebron. Gen. xxiii. 
Various solutions have been proposed of 
this difficulty, which it is not necessary 
to detail. It may be remarked, however, 



'^ grew and multiplied in Egypt, 
18 Till another king arose, which 
knew not Joseph. 



(1.) That as the text novv stands, it is an 
evident error. This is clear from the 
passages cited from the Old Testament, 
above. (2.) It is not at all probable that 
either Stephen or Luke would have com- 
mitted such an error. Every considera- 
tion must lead us to the conclusion that 
they were too well acquainted with such 
prominent points of the Jewish history to 
commit an error like this. (3.) The pro- 
bability, therefore, is, that the error has 
arisen since ; but how, is not known, nor 
is there any way of ascertaining. All the 
ancient versions agree in reading Abi-a 
ham. One MS. only reads " A hraham our 
father" Some have supposed, therefore, 
that it was written " which our father 
bought," and that some early transcriber 
inserted the name of Abraham. Others, 
that the name was omitted entirely by 
Stephen ; and then the antecedent to the 
verb " bought" will be " Jacob," in ver 
15, according with the fact. Other modes 
have been proposed also, but none are 
entirely satisfactory. Ii there v/as posi 
tive proof of Stephen's inspiration, or if 
it were necessary to make that out, the 
difficulty would be much greater. Bui 
it has already been remarked that there 
is no decisive evidence of that : and it is 
not necessary to make out that point to 
defend the Scriptures. All that can be 
demanded of the historian is, that he 
should give a fair account of the defence 
as it was delivered ; and though the pro- 
bability is that Stephen would not commit 
such an error, yet, admitting that he did, 
it by no means proves that Luke was not 
inspired, or that Luke has committed any 
error in recording what v)as actually said. 
IT Of the sons of Emmor. In the Hebrew, 
(Gen. xxxiii. 19), "the children of Hamor" 
— but different w^ays of rendering tha 
same word. 

17. The time of the promise. The time 
of the fulfilment of the promise. H The 
people grew, &c. Ex. i. 7 — 9. 

18. Till another hing arose. This is 
quoted from Ex. i. 8. What was the name 
of this king is not certainly known. The 
common name of all the kings of Egypt 
was Pharaoh, as Ccesar became the com 
mon name of the emperors of Rome after 
the time of JuHus CfEsar : thus we say, Au 
gustus C&sar, Tiberius Csesar, &c. It has 
commonly been supposed to have been 
the celebrated Rameses, or Ramses Me'i 
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19 The same dealt subtiily with 
our kindred, and evil-entreated our 
fathers, so " that they cast out their 
young children, to the end they 
might not live. 

20 In which tinae Moses * was 
born, and was ' exceeding fair, and 

a Ex.1,22. h Ex.2.2,&c. i or, fair to God. 



arooun, tlie sixth king of the eighteenth 
dynasty; and the event is supposed to 
have occurred about 1559 years before 
the Christian era. But M. CharapoUion 
supposes that his name was Mandonei, 
whose reign commenced 1685, and ended 
1565 yeais before Christ. (Essay on the 
Hieroglyjihic System, pp. 94, 95.) ^ That 
knew not Joseph. It can hardly be sup- 
posed that he would be ignorant of the 
name and deeds of Joseph ; and this ex- 
pression, therefore, probably means that 
he did not favour the designs of Joseph ; 
he did not remember ihe benefits he had 
conferred on the nation; or furnish the 
patronage for the kindred of Joseph which 
had been secured for them by Joseph 
under a former reign. — National ingrati- 
tude and forgetfulness of favours have not 
been uncommon in the world; and a 
change of dynasty or succession has often 
obliterated all memory of former obhga- 
tions and compacts. 

19. Dealt suhtilly. He acted deceit- 
fully ; he used fraud. The cunning or 
deceitful attempt which is referred to, is 
his endeavour to weaken and destroy the 
Jewish people by causing their male chil- 
dren to be put to death. Ex. i. 22. IT Oar 
kindred. Our nation, or our ancestors. 
^ And evil-entreated. Was unjust and 
cruel towards them. IF So that, &c. For 
that purpose, or to cause them to cast 
them out. He dealt with them in this 
cruel manner, hoping that the Israelites 
themselves would destroy their own sons, 
ihat they might not grow up to experience 
the same sufferings as their fathers had. 
The running or subtilty of Pharaoh ex- 
pended to every thing that he did to op- 
press, to keep under, and to destroy the 
children of Israel. 

20. hi which time, &c. During this 
period of oppression. See Ex. ii. 2, &c. 
IT Was exceeding fair. Greek, " was fair 
to God ;" properly rendered was vary 
handsmne. The word God is used in the 
Greek here in accordance witti the He- 
brew usage, by which any thing that is 
very handsome, or lofry, or grand, is thus 
designated. Thus, Ps. xxxvi. 7, mountains 
of God mean lofty niountain.s ; Ps. Ixxx. 

La 



nouiished up in his father's house 
three monxhs : 

21 And when he was cast out, 
Pharaoh's daughter took him up, 
and *= nourished him for her own 
son. 

22 And Moses was learned in all 



11, cedars of God, mean lofty, beautifiil 
cedars. Thus Nineveh is called " a grea! 
city to God'' (Jonah Hi. 3, Greek), mean- 
ing a very great city. The expression 
here means simply that Moses was very 
fair, or handsome. Comp. Heb. xi. 23, 
where he is called " a proper child," i. e. 
a handsome child. It would seem from 
this, that Moses was preserved by his 
mother on account of his beauty; and 
this is hinted at in Ex. ii. 2. And it would 
also seem from this, that Pharaoh had 
succeeded by his oppressions in what he 
had attempted ; and tliat it was not un- 
usual for parents among the Jews to eas- 
pose their children, or to put them to 
death. 

21. Was cast out. When he was ex- 
posed on the hanks of the Nile. Ex. ii. S. 
If And nourished him. Adopted him, and 
treated him as her son. Ex. ii. 10. It ia 
implied in this, that he was educated by 
her. An adopted son in the family of 
Pharaoh would be favoured with all the 
advantages which the land could f;irnish 
for an education. 

22. Afoses was learned. Or, was m- 
structed. It does not mean that he had 
that learning, but that he Vvas carefully 
trained or educated in that wisdom. The 
passage does not express the fact that 
Moses was distinguished for learning, but 
that he was carefully educated, or that 
pains were takefi to make him. learned. 
H In all the wisdom, &c. The learning of 
the Egyptians was confined chiefly to as- 
trology, to the interpretation of dreams, 
to medicine, to mathematics, and to their 
sacred science or traditionary doctrines 
about religion, which were concealed 
chiefly under their hieroglyphics. Their 
learning is not unfrequently spoken of in 
the Scriptures. IKings iv. 30. Comp. Isa. 
xix. 11, 12. And their knowledge is equal- 
ly celebrated in the heathen vvorld. It is 
known that science was carried from 
Egypt to Fhenicia, aad thence to Greece ; 
and not a few of the Grecian philosophers 
travelled to Egypt in pursuit of know- 
ledge. IT And was migjify. Was power- 
ful, or was distinguished. This means 
that hs was eminent in Egypt, before ha 
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the wisdom of the Egyptians, and 
* was mighty in words and in deeds. 

23 And * w^hen he was fall forty 
years old, it came into his heart to 
visit his brethen the children of Is- 
rael. 

24 And seeing one of them suffer 
wrong, he defended Am, and aveng- 
ed him that was oppressed, and 
smote the Egyptian: 

25 For ' he supposed his brethren 
would have understood how that 

aLu.24.19. 6Ex.2.11,&c. i or, iVow. 

conducted the children of Israel fortli. 
It refers to his addresses to Pharaoh, and 
to the miracles which he wrought before 
/heir departure. IT In words. From Ex. 
IV. 10, it seems that Moses was " slow of 
speech, and of a slow tongue." When it 
is said that he was mighty in words, it 
means that he was mighty in his commu- 
nications to Pharaoh, though they were 
spoken by his brother Aaron. Aaron was 
in his place, and Moses addressed Pha- 
raoh through him, who was appointed to 
deliver the message. Ex. iv. 11 — 16. 
IT Deeds. Miracles. Ex. vii. &c. 

23. Full forty i/ears of age. This is not 
recorded in the Old Testament ; but it is 
a constant tradition of the Jews that Mo- 
ses was forty years of age when he un- 
dertook to deliver them. Thus it is said, 
*' Moses lived in the palace of Pharaoh 
forty years ; he was forty years in Midi- 
an; and he ministered to Israel forty 
years." (Kuinoel.) ^ To visit, &c. Pro- 
bably with a view of delivering them 
from their oppressive bondage. Comp. 
ver. 25. 

24. Suffer tvrong. The wrong or injury 
was, that the Egyptian was smiting the 
Hebrew. Ex. ii. 11, 12. IT Smote the 
Egyptian', He slew him, and buried him 
in the sand. 

25. J^or he supposed. This is not men- 
tioned by Moses ; but it is not at all im- 
probable. When they saw him alone 
contending with the Egyptian, when it 
was understood that he had come and 
taken vengeance on one of their oppres- 
soi-s, it might have been presumed that 
he regarded himself as directed by God 
to) interpose, and save the people, 

26. And the next day. Ex. ii. 13. IT He 
shewed himself. He appeared in a sud- 
den and unexpected manner to them. 
IT Unto them. That is, to two of the He- 
Drews. Ex. ii. 19 *ir As they strove. As 
they were engaged in a quarrel. IT Have 
set them at one Greek* " would have 



God by his hand would delivei 
them : but they understood not. 

26 And the next day he shewed 
himself unto them as they strove, 
and would have set them at one 
again, saying. Sirs, ye are brethren 
why do ye wrong one to another ? 

27 But he that did his neighbour 
wrong thrust him away, saying. 
Who made thee a ruler and a judge 
over us ? 

28 Wilt thou kill me as thou 



urged ihem to peace." This he did by 
remonstrating with the man that did the 
wrong. '^Saying, What follows is not 
quoted literally from the account which 
Moses gives, but it is substantially the 
same. IT Sirs. Greek, " men." '^ Ye are 
brethren. You belong not only to Ihe 
same nation, but you are brethren and 
companions in affliction, and should not, 
therefore, contend With each other.— One 
of the most melancholy scenes in this 
world is that, where those who are poor, 
and afflicted, and oppressed, add to all 
their other calamities, altercations and 
strifes among themselves. Yet it is from 
this class that contentions and lawsuits 
usually arise. The address which Moses 
here makes to the contending Jews, 
might be applied to the whole human 
family, in view of the contentions and 
wars of nations; * Ye are brethren, mem- 
bers of the same great family, and why do 
you contend with each other V 

27. But he that did, &c. Intent on his 
purpose, filled with rage and passion, he 
rejected all interference, and all attempts 
at peace.— It is usually the man that does 
the injury that is unwilling to be recon- 
ciled ; and when we find a man that re- 
gards the entreaties of his friends as im- 
proper interference, when he becomes 
increasingly angry when we exhort him 
to peace, it is usually a strong evidence 
that he is conscious that he has been at 
fault. If we wish to reconcile parties, 
we should go first to the man that has 
been injured. In the controversy be- 
tween God and man, it is the sinner who 
has done the wrong, that is unwilling to 
be reconciled, and not God. % His neigh- 
bour. The Jew with whom he was con- 
tending. IT Who made thee, &c. What 
right have you to interfere in this mat- 
ter? The usual salutation with which a 
man is greeted who attempts to prevent 
quarrels. 

28 Wilt thou hill me, &c How it was 
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didst the Egyptian yesterday 1 

29 Then fled Moses at this say- 
ing; and was a stranger in the land 
of Madian, whore he begat two 
sons. 



known that he had killed the Egyptia.i 
does not appear. It was probably com- 
municated by the man who was rescued 
from the hands of the Egyptian. Ex. ii. 
11,12. 

89. Then Moses fled, &c. Moses fled 
because he now ascertained that it was 
known. He supposed that it had been 
unobserved. Ex. ii. 12. But he now sup- 
posed that the knowledge of it might 
reach Pharaoh, and that his life might 
thus be endangered. Nor did he judge 
incorrectly ; for as soon as Pharaoh heard 
of it, he sought to take his life. Ex. ii. 15. 
IT Was a stranger. Or became a sojourner 
(^«eojxoe), one who had a temporary 
abode in the land. The use of this word 
implies tha,t he did not expect to make 
that his permanent dwelling, f In the 
land of Madian, This was a part of Ara- 
bia. It was situated on the east side of 
the Red sea. The city of Mi&mn is placed 
there by the Arabian geographers; but 
the Midianites seem to have spread them- 
selves along the desert east of mount Seir, 
to the vichiity of theMoabites. To the west 
they extended also to the neighbourhood 
of mount Sinai. This was extensively a 
desert region, an unknown land; and 
Moses expected there to be safe from 
Pharaoh. IF Where he begat two sons. 
tie married Zipporah, the daughter of 
Reiiel (Ex. ii. 18), or Jethro {Nnm. x. 29. 
Ex. iii, 1), a priest of Midian. The names 
of the two sons were Gershom and Elie- 
zer. Ex. xviii. 3, 4. 

30. And when forty years, &c. At the 
age of eighty years. This, however, was 
known by tradition. It is not expressly 
mentioned by Moses. It is said, however, 
to have been after the king of Egypt had 
died (Ex. ii. 23) ; and the tradition is not 
improbable. IT Ifi the wilderness of mount 
Sinai. In the desert adjacent to, or that 
surrounded mo-jnt Sinai. In Ex. iii. 1, it 
is said that this occurred at mount Horeb. 
But there is no contradiction ; Horeb and 
^inai are different peaks or elevations of 
me same mountain. They are represent- 
ed as spnngmg from the same base, and 
branching out in different elevations. 
The mountains, according to Burckhardt, 
are a prodigious pile, comprehending 
many peaks, and about thirty miles in 
diameter. From one part of ibis moun- 
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30 And ° when forty years were 
expired, there appeared to him in 
the wilderness of mount Sina, an 
angel of the Lord, in a flame of fire 
in a bush. 



*ain, Sinai, the law was given to the chil» 
dren of Israel. IF An angel of the Lord. 
The word angel means properly a mes- 
senger (Note, Matt. i. 20), and is applied 
to the invisible spirits in heaven, to men, 
to the winds, or pestilence, or to whatever 
is appointed as a messenger to make known 
the will of God. The mere name, there- 
fore, can determine nothing about tho 
nature of the messenger. That nojme 
might be applied to any messenger, even 
an inanimate object. The nature and 
character of this messenger are to be 
determined by other considerations. The 
word may denote that the bush on fire 
was the messenger. But a comparison 
with the other places where this occurs 
will show that it was a celestial mes- 
senger, and perhaps that it was the Mes- 
siah who was yet to come, appearing to 
tal^e the people of Israel under his own 
charge and direction. Comp. John i. 11, 
wnere the Jews are ealled "his own." 
In Ex. iii. 2, it is said that the angel of the 
Lord appeared in a flame of fire ; in ver. 
4, it is said that Jehovah spake to him out 
of the midst of the bush ; language which 
implies that God was there, and which is 
strongly expressive of the doctrine that 
the angel was Jehovah. In Ex. xxiii. 20, 
21, God says, "I send an angel before 
thee, to keep thee in the way, and to 
bring thee into the place which I have 
prepared. Beware of him, and obey his 
voice," &c. ver. 23 ; xxxii. 34 ; xxxiii. 2, 
In all these places this angel is mentioned 
as an extraordinary messenger to conduct 
them to the land of Canaan. He was to 
guide them, defend them, and drive out 
the nations before them. All these cir- 
cumstances seem to point to the conclu- 
sion.that this was no other than the future 
Deliverer of the world, who came then to 
take his people under his own guidance, 
as emblematic of the future redemption 
of mankind. IT In a flame of fire. That 
is, in what appeared to be a flame of fire. 
The bush or clump of trees seemed to be 
on fire, or to be illuminated with a pecu 
liar splendour. God is often represented 
as encompassed with this splendour, or 
glory. Luke ii. 9. Matt. xvii. 1 — 5. Acts 
ix. 3 ; xii. 7. IT /w a bush. In a grove, or 
clump of trees. Probably the light was 
seen issuingfrom the wii<?s^of such a grove 
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31 When Moses sav ^^, he won- 
dered at the sight: and as he drew 
near to behold it, the voice of the 
Lord carne unto him, 

32 Sayings I am the God** of thy 
fathers, the God of Abraham, and 
the God cf Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and 
durst not beholds 

33 Then said the Lord to him, 
Put ^ off thy shoes from thy feet ; 
for the place where thou standest is 
holy ground. 

34 I have seen, I have seen the 
affliction of my people which is in 
Egypt, and I have heard their 

a Matt,22.32. He.11.16. b Jos.5.15. Ec.5,1. 



31. He wondered, &c. What particu- 
larly attracted his attention was the fact 
that the bush was not consumed. Ex. iii. 
2, 3. IF The voice of the Lord. Jehovah 
spake to him from the midst of the bush. 
He did not see him, but he simply heard 
a voice. 

32. Saying, lam the God, &c. See this 
explaiued, Notes, Matt. xxii. 32. IT Then 
Moses trembled. Ex. iii. 6. 

33. Then said the Lord, &c. In Ex. iii. 
this is introduced in a different order, as 
being spoken before God said "I am the 
God," &c. IT Put off thy shoes, &c. Ex. iii. 5. 
To put off the shoes, or sandals, was an 
act of reverence. Especially the ancients 
were not permitted to enter a temple or 
holy place with their shoes on. Indeed, 
it was customary for the Jews to remove 
their shoes whenever they entered any 
house, as a mere matter of civility. Gomp. 
Notes, John xiii. 5. See Josh. v. 15. ^ Is 
holy ground. Is rendered sacred by the 
eyrnbol of the divine presence. We 
should enter the sanctuary, the place set 
apart for divine worship, not only with 
reverence in our hearts, but with every 
esctcnal indication of veneration. Solemn 
awe, and deep seriousness, become the 
place set apart to the service of God. 

34. £ have seen, Slc. The repetition of 
this word is in accordance with the usage 
of the Hebrew writers when they wish 
to represent any thing emphatically. 
f 7'heir groaning. Under their oppres- 
sions. IT Am come down. This is spoken 
hi accordance with human conceptions. 
It means that God was about to deliver 
them, "ir 1 will send thee, &c. This is a 
mere summary of what is expressed at 
much greater length in Ex. iii. 7—10. 



groaning, and am comr, down to 
deliver them. And nov/ come, 1 
will send thee into Egypt. 

35 This Moses, whom they re- 
fused, (saying, Who made thee a 
ruler and a judge T) the same did 
God send to be a ruler and a deli- 
verer, by the hand of the ^ angel 
which appeared to him in the bush. 

36 He brought them out, after '^ 
that he had shewed wonders and 
signs in the land of Egypt, and in 
the Red sea, and in the wilderness, 
forty <= years. 

37 This is that Moses which 
said f unto the children of Israel, A 

c Ex,14.19, Nu.20,16. d Ex. c.7,S,9,10,ll, & 14. 

e Ex.16.35. / De.l8J5,lS. c.3,22. 



35. Whom they refused. That is, when 
he first presented himself to them. Ex. ii. 
13, 14. Stephen introduces and dwells 
upon this refusal in order, perhaps, to re- 
mind them that this had been the charac- 
ter of their nation ; and to prepare the 
way for the charge which he intended 
to bring against those whom he address- 
ed, as being stiff-necked and rebellious. 
See ver. 61, 52, &c. IT A rider. A mili- 
tary leader, or a governor in civil matters. 
*[r A deliverer A Redeemer. ?.ut^wtJ]v 
It properly means one who redeems a 
captive or a prisoner by paying a price or 
ransom. And it is applied thus to our 
Lord Jesus, as having redeemed or pur 
chased sinners by his blood as a price, 
Titus ii. 14. 1 Pet. i. 18. Heb. ix. 12. It 
is used here, however, in a mora general 
sense to denote the deliverance, without 
specifying the manner. Gomp. Ex. vi. 6. 
Luke xxiv. 21; i. 68; ii. 38. '^ By the 
hand of the angel. Under the direction 
and by the help of the angel. Num. xx. 
16. See on ver. 30. 

36. Wcnders and signs. Miracles, and 
remarkable interpositions of God. Sec 
Note, Acts ii. 22. IT In the land of Egypt 
By the ten plagues. Ex. iv — xii. *^ In the 
Red sea. Dividing it, and conducting the 
Israelites in safety, and overthrowing the 
Egyptians. Ex. xiv. IT In the wilderness. 
During their forty years' Journey to the 
promised land. The wonders or miracles 
were, providing them with manna daily; 
with flesh in a miraculous manner , with 
water from the rock,&c. Ex. xvi. xvii. &c. 

37. WAicA sat^, &c.Deu.xviii.l513 See 
this explained Acts iii. 22. Stephen in- 
troduced this to remind them of the [jto- 
mise of a Messiah; to show his faith in 



Hosted by 



Google 



A. D. 33.] 



CHAPTER VIi; 



im 



prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of your brethren, 
Uike unto me ; him <* shall ye hear. 

38 This ^ is he that was in the 
church in the wilderness, with the 
angel ^ which spake to him <* in the 
mount Sina, and ti^z^A our fathers ; 
who* received-^ the lively oracles to 
give unto us : 

39 To whom our fathers would 
not obey, but thrust Azm from them, 
and in their hearts turned back 
again into Egypt, 

40 Saying^ unto Aaron, Make us 
gods to go before us : for as for this 

i QT, as myself . a Matt, 17.5. 6 He,2.2. c Is. 
C3.9. Gal.3.19. " d Ex. 19.3,17. e De.5.27,31. Jno. 
1,17. /Ro.3.2. gEi.32,1. 



it ; and particularly, to remind them of 
their obligation to hear and obey him. 

38. In the church. The word church 
means Iherallf the people called out ; and 
is apphed with great propriety to the as- 
sembly or multitude called out of Egypt, 
and separated from the world. It has 
not, however, of necessity our idea of a 
church ; but means the assembly, or peo- 
ple called out of Egypt, and placed under 
the conduct of Moses. IT With the angel. 
In this place there is undoubted reference 
to the giving of the law on mount Sinai. 
Yel that was done by God himself Ex. 
sjT. It is clear, therefore, that by the angel 
nere, Stephen intends to designate him 
who was God. It may be observed, how- 
ever, that the law is represented as hav- 
ing been given by the ministry of an an- 
gel (in this place) and by the ministry of 
angels. Acts vii. 53. Heb. ii. 2. The es- 
sential idea is, that God did it by a mes- 
senger, or by mediators. The character 
and rank of the messengers, or of the 
principal messenger, must be learned by 
looking at all the circumstances of the 
case. IT The lively oracles. See Rom. 
iii. 2. The word oractes here means 
commands or laws of God. The word 
lively, or living {,(s>vru), stands in opposi- 
tion to that which is dead, or useless, and 
means that which is vigorous, efficacious ; 
and in this place it means that the com- 
mands v/ere of such a nature, and given 
in such circumstances, as to secure atten- 
tion; to produce obedience; to excite 
them to act for God — in opposition to 
laws which would fall powerless, and 
produce no effect. 

39. 'Would not obey, &c. This refers to 
whal they said of him wheF he was in 

l2 



Moses, which brought us out of the 
land of Egypt, we wot not what la 
become of him. 

41 And they made a calf ^ in 
those days, and oiFered sacrifice 
unto the idol, and rejoiced in the 
works of their own hands. 

43 Then God turned and gave ' 
them up to worship the ^ host of 
heaven : as it is written * in the 
book of the prophets, O ye house 
of Israel, have ye offered to me 
slain beasts, and sacrifices, di/ the 
space of forty years in the wilder- 
ness 1 

h De.9.16. P8.106.19,20. i Fs.81.12. j De.4.l? 
2Ki.l7.i6. Jer.19.13. i Am.5,25,26. 



the mount. Ex. xxxii. 1.23. '^ In their 
hearts tamed, &c. They wished to re- 
turn to Egypt. They regretted that they 
had come outof Egypt, and desired again 
the things which they had there, as pre- 
ferable to what they had in the desert. 
Num. xi. 5. Perhaps, however, the ex- 
pression means, not that they desired 
literally to return to Egypt, but that 
their hearts inclined to the habits and mo- 
rals of the Egyptians. They forsook 
God, and imitated the idolatries of the 
Egyptians. 

40. Saying unto Aaron. Ex. xxxii. 1. 
Tf MaJce us gods. That is, idols. 

41. And they made a calf. This was 
made of the ear-rings and ornaments 
which they had brought from Egypt. Ex. 
xxxii. 2 — 4. Stephen introduces this to 
remind them how prone the nation had 
been to reject God, and walk in the waya 
of sin. 

42. Then God turned. That is, turned 
away from them ; abandoned them to 
their own desires. IT The host of heaven^ 
The stars, or heavenly bodies. The word 
host means armies. It is applied to the 
heavenly bodies because they are very 
numerous, and appear to be marshalled 
or arrayed in military order. It is from 
this that God is called Jehovah of hosts, 
as being the ruler of these well-arranged 
heavenly bodies. Isa. i. 9. The proof that 
they did this, Stephen proceeds tc allege 
by a quotation from the prophets. IT In 
the book of the prophets. Amos v. 25, 26. 
The twelve minor prophets v^^ere com- 
moidy written in one volume, and were 
called the Book of the Prophets ; the hoc^ 
containing these several prophecies, Da- 
niel, Hosea, Micah, &c. Thev were smaL 
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43 Yea, ye took up the taberna- 
cls of Moloch, and the star of your 
god Remphan, figures which ye 



tracts separately, and were bound up to- 
gether to preserve them from being lost. 
l"his passage is not quoted literally ; it is 
evidently made from memory ; and though 
in its main spirit it coincides with the pas- 
sage in Amos, yet in some important re- 
spects it varies from it. % O ye house of 
Israel Ye people of Israel, f Have ye 
offered, &c. That is, ye have not offered. 
The interrogative form is often an em- 
phatic way of saying that the thing had 
not been done. Brt it is certain that the 
Jews did offer sacrifices to God in the 
wilderness, though it is also certain that 
they did not do it with a pure and upright 
heart. They liept up the form of worship 
generally, but they frequently forsook 
God, and offered worship to idols. Through 
the continuous space of forty years they 
did not honour God, but often departed 
from him, and worshipped idols. 

43. Yea, ye took up. That is, you bore, or 
you carried with you, for purposes of idola- 
trous worship. IT The tabernacle. This 
word propcly means a tent ; but it is also 
applied to the small tent or house in which 
was contained the image of the god ; the 
house, box. or tent, in which the idol was 
placed. It IS customary for idolatrous na- 
tions to bear their idols about with them, 
enclosed incases or boxes of various sizes, 
usually very small, as their idols are com- 
monly small. Probably they were made 
in the shape of small temples or taberna- 
cles ,' and such appear to have been the 
silver shrines for Diana, made at Ephesus. 
Acts xix. 24. These shrines, or images, 
were borne with them as a species o^ amu- 
let, or charm, or talismaii, to defend them 
from evil. Such images the Jews seem 
to have borne with them. IT Moloch. 
This word comes from the Hebrew word 
signifying king. This was a god of the 
Ammonites, to whom human sacrifices 
were offered. Moses in several places 
forbids the Israelites, under penalty of 
death, to dedicate their children to Mo- 
loch, by making them pass through the 
fire. Lev. xviii. 21 ; xx. 2 — 5. There is 
great pi-obability that the Hebrews were 
irddicted to the Vv^orship of this deity after 
they entered the land of Canaan. Solo- 
TQon built a temple to Moloch on the 
nount of Olives (1 Kings xi. 7) ; and Ma- 
lasseh made his son pass through the fire 
n honour of this idol. 2 Kings xxi. 3, 6. 
C*tie image of this idol v^as made of brass, 
Jid his arms extended so as to embrace 



made, to worship them : and I wil 
carry you away beyond Babylon. 
44 Our fathers had the taberriack 



any one ; and when they offered childrer 
to him, thej^ heated the statue, and when 
it was burning hot, they placed' the child 
in his arms, where it was soon destroyed 
by heat. It is not certain what this god 
was supposed to represent. Some sup- 
pose it was in honour of the planet Sa- 
turn; others, the sun; others, Mercury, 
Venus, &c. What particular god it was, 
is not material. It was the most cutting 
reproof that could be made to the Jews, 
that their fathers had been guilty of wor- 
shipping this idol. IT And the star. The 
Hebrew in this place is, " Chiun your 
images, the star of your god." The ex- 
pression here used leads us to suppose 
that this was a star which was worship 
ped, but what star it is not easy to ascer 
tain ; nor is it easy to determine why it ia 
called both Chiun and Remphan. Ste- 
phen quotes from the LXX. They have 
rendered the word Chiun by the word 
Raiphan, or Rephan, easily changed into 
Remphan. Why the LXX. adopted this, is 
not known. It was probably, however, 
from one of two causes. (1.) Either be- 
cause the word Chiun in Hebrew meant 
the same as Remphan in the language of 
Egypt, where the translation was made , 
or, (2.) Because the o5;ecf of worship call- 
ed Chiun in Hebrew, was called Remphan 
in the language of Egypt It is generally 
agreed that the object of their worship 
was the planet Saturn, or Mars, both of 
which planets were worshipped as goda 
of evil influence. In Arabic, the word 
Chevan denotes the planet Saturn. Pro 
bably Rephan, or Remphan, is the Coptic 
name for the same planet, and the Septua- 
gint adopted this because their translation 
was made in Egypt, where the Coptic 
language was spoken. IT Figures which 
ye made. Images of the god which they 
made. See the article Chiun in Robin 
son's Calmet. U And I will carry you 
away, &c. This is simply expressing in 
few words what is stated at greater length 
in Amos v. 27. In Hebrew it is Damas- 
cus ; but this evidently denotes the east- 
ern region, in which also Babylon was 
situated. 

44. The tabernacle of witness. The tem 
or tabernacle which Moses was command- 
ed to make. It was called a tabernacle 
of witness, or of testimony, because it was 
the visible witness or proof of God's pre- 
sence with them ; the evidence that he to 
whom it was devoted was their protecto 
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of witness in the wilderness, as he 
had appointed, ' speaking unto Mo- 
ses, that "he should make it accord- 
ing to the fashion that he had seen. 
45 Which ^ also our fathers ^ that 
came after, brought in with Jesus 
into the possession of the Gentiles, 
whom *= God drave out before the 

1 or, who spaU. a Ex.25.40; 26.30. He.8.5, 

fc Jos.3.14. a or, ftauing^ receiued. c Ne.9.24. 

P8.44.2; 78.55. 
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and guide. The name is given either to 
the tent, ox to the two tables of stone, or 
to the ark ; all of which were witnesses, 
or evidences of God's relation to them as 
their lawgiver and guide. Ex. xvi. 34 ,- 
XXV. 16. 21 ; xxvii. 21 ; xxx. 6. 36 ; xxxi. 18, 
&c. Num. i. 50. 53. The two charges 
against Stephen were that he had spoken 
blasphemy against Moses, or his law, and 
against the temple, eh. vi. 13, 14. In the 
previous part of this defence he had 
shown his respect for Moses and his law. 
He now proceeds to show that he did not 
design to speak with disrespect of the 
temple, or the holy places of their wor- 
ship. He therefore expresses his belief 
in the divine appointment of both the 
tabernacle (ver. 44—46) and of the tem- 
ple (ver. 47). ^ According to the fashion, 
&c. According to the pattern that was 
shown to him, by which it was to be 
made. Ex. xxv. 9, 40 ; xxvi. 30. As God 
showed him a joa/ferw, it proved that the 
tabernacle had his sanction. Against that 
Stephen did not intend to speak. 

45. Our fathers that came after. None 
of the generation that came out of Egypt 
were permitted to enter into the land of 
Canaan on account of their rebellion, ex- 
cept Caleb and Joshua. Num. xiv. 22 — 
24," xxxii. 11, 12. Hence it is said that 
their fathers who came after, i. e. after the 
generation when the tabernacle was 
built. The Greek, however, here means, 
properly, " which also our fathers, having 
received, brought," &c. The sense is not 
materially different. Stephen means that 
it was not brought in by that generation, 
but by the next, IF With Jesus. This 
should have been rendered " with Jo- 
skua." Jesus is the Greek mode of writ- 
ing the name Joshua. But the Hebrew 
narae should by all means have been re- 
tained here, as also in Heb. iv. 8. IT Into 
the possession of the Gentiles. Into the 
land possessed by the Gentiles, that is, 
into the promised"^ land then occupied by 
be (*anaanites, &c. IT Whom God, &c. 
1 ^^8tf }f, he continued to drive them out 

r ■ ' -? time of David, when they were 



face of our fath-jrs, unto the daysr 
of David, 

46 Who found favour '^ before 
God, and desired * to find a tabeiiia- 
cle for the God of Jacob. 

47 But Solomon -^ built him zb 
house. 

48 Howbeit, ff the Most Higk 



dlSam.16.1. £lChr.22.7. 
g lKi.8.27. c.17.24. 



/ lKi.6J,&c.j 8.2a 



completely expelled. Or it may mean 
that the tabernacle was in the possession 
of the Jews, and was the appointed place 
of worship, until the time of David, who 
desired to build him a temple. The Greek 
is ambiguous. The connexion favours the 
latter interpretation. 

46. Who found favour, &c. That is, 
God granted' him great prosperity, and 
delivered him from his enemies. ^ To 
find a tabernacle. To prepare a perma^ 

nent dwelling-place for the ark, and foi 
the visible symbols of the divine pre- 
sence. Hitherto the ark had been kept 
in the tabernacle, and had been borne 
about from place to place. David sought 
to build an house that should be perma- 
nent, where the ark might be deposited. 
2 Sam. vii. 1 Chron. xxii. 7. 

47. But Solomon, &c. Built the tem- 
ple. David was not permitted to do it 
because he had been a man of war. 
1 Chron. xxii. 8. David prepared the 
principal materials for the temple, but 
Solomon built it. 1 Chron. xxii. Comp 
1 Kings vi. 

48. Howbeit. But. Why Stephen added 
this, is not very clear. He was charged 
with speaking against the temple. He 
had now shown that he had due venera- 
tion for it, by his declaring that it had 
been built by the command of God. But 
he now adds, that God does not need such 
a temple. Heaven is his throne ,• the uni 
verse his dwelling-place; and therefore 
this temple might be destroyed. A new, 
glorious truth was to be revealed to man- 
kind, that God was not confined in his wor- 
ship to any age, or people, or nation. In 
entire consistency, therefore, with all pro- 
per respect for the temple at Jerusalem, it 
might be maintained that the time would 
come when that temple w^ould be destroy- 
ed, and when God might be worshipped 
by all nations. *ir The Most High. God. 
This sentiment was expressed by Solomon 
when the temple was dedicated, 1 Kings 
viii. 27. IT As saith the prophet. Isa. Ixvi. 
I, 2. The place is not literally quoted 
but the sense is given. 
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iwelleth not in temples made with 
hands ; as saith the prophet, 

49 Heaven " is my throne, and 
earth is my footstool : what house 
will ye build me'? saith the Lord: 
or what is the place of my 
rest'? 

50 Hath not my hand made all 
these things 1 

51 Ye stiff-necked, * and uncir- 

als.66.1,2. fc Ex.32.9, Is.48.4. 



49. Heaven is 7711/ throne. See Note, 
Matt. V. 34. f Earth is my footstool. 
No-te, Matt. v. 35. IT What house, &c. 
vVhat house or temple can be large or 
magnificent enough for the dwelling of 
Him who made ail things ? 11 The place 
of my rest My home, my abode, my fixed 
seat or habitation. Corap. Ps. xcv. 11. 

51. Ye stiff-necked. The discourse of 
Stephen has every appearance of having 
been interrupied by the clamours and op- 
position of the sanhedrim. This verse lias 
no immediate connexion with that which 
precedes ; and appears to have been spo- 
ken in the midst of much opposition and 
clamour. If we may conjecture in this 
case, it would seem that the Jev/s saw 
the drift of his argmnent; that they in- 
terrupted him; and that when the tu- 
mult had somewhat subsided, he address- 
ed them in the language of this verse, 
showing them that they sustained a cha- 
racter precisely similar to their rebellious 
fathers. The word stiff-necked is often 
used in the Old Testament. Ex. xxxii. 9 ; 
xxxiii, 3. 5 ; xxxiv. 9. Deut. ix. 6. 13; x. 
IQ, &c. It is a figurative expression taken 
from oxen that were refractory, and that 
would not submit to be yoked. Applied 
to men, it means that they were stubborn, 
contumacious, and unwilling to submit to 
the restraints of law. IF JJncircumcised in 
heart. Circumcision was a sign of being 
a Jew — of acknowledging the authority 
of the laws of Moses. It was also em- 
blematic of purity, and of submission to 
the law of God. " The expression uncir- 
cumcised in heart denotes those who were 
not willing to acknowledge that law, and 
submit to it. They had hearts filled with 
vicious and unsubdued affections and de- 
sires. IF And ears. That is, who are un- 
willing to hear what God says. Comp. 
Lev. xxvi. 41. Jer. ix. 26. Notes on Rom. 
ii. 28, 29. ^ Resist the Holy Ghost. You 
oppose the message which is brought to 
5'ou by the authority of God, and the in 
spiration of his Spirit. The message 



cumcised *= m heart artd ears, ye <io 
always resist the Holy Ghost: aa 
your fathers did^ so dn ye. 

52 Which '^ of the prophets have 
not your fathers persecuted ? Ana 
they have slain them which shewed 
before of the coming of the Just 
One, of whom ye have been now 
the betrayers and murderers. 

53 Who have received the law 

c Lev.26.41. Jer.9.26, Roin.2.28,29. d 2Chr.38.16, 
lTh.2.15. ec.3,14. 

brought by Moses ; by the prophets ; by 
the Saviour ; and by the apostles — all by 
the infalhble direction of the Holy Ghosi 
— they and their fathers opposed. IT As 
your fathers did, &.c. As he had specified 
in ver. 27. 35. 39—43. 

52. Which of the prophets, &c. The 
interrogative form here is a strong mode 
of saying that they had persecuted all the 
prophets. It was the characteristic of the 
nation to persecute the messengers of 
God. This is not to be taken as literally 
and universally true; but it was a gene- 
ral truth ; it was the national character- 
istic. See Notes, Matt. xxi. 33—40 ; xxiii 
29 — 35. IT A?id they have slain them, &c. 
That is, they have slain the prophets 
whose main message was that the Mes 
siah was to come. It was a great aggra- 
vation of their offence, that they put tc 
death the messengers which foretold the 
greatest blessing that the nation could re- 
ceive. ^ The Just One. The Messiah 
See Note, cli. iii. 14. IT Of whom ye, &c 
You thus show that you resemble those 
who rejected and put to death the pro- 
phets. You have even gone beyond them 
in guilt, because you have put the Mes- 
siah himself to death. IT 77ie betrayers. 
They are called betrayers here because 
they employed Judas to betray him— 
agreeable to the maxim in law. Re v>hc 
does any thing by another, is held to have 
done it himself. 

53. Who have received the law. The 
law of Moses, given on mount Sinui. 
IT By ther disposition of angels. There has 
been much diversity of opinion in regard 
to this phrase, e<e 5'<«t«^«s 'ctyyix'^^v. The 
word translated disposition does not else- 
where occur in the New Testament. It 
properly means the constituting or arrange 
ing of an army; disposing it into ranks 
and proper divisions. Hence it has been 
supposed to mean that the law was given 
amidst the various ranks of angels, being 
present to witness its promulgation. Others 
.suppose that the angels were employed as 
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n^ 



by ^ the disposition of angels, and 
have not kept it, 

54 When they heard these things, 
*they were cut to the heart, and they 
gnashed on him with their teeth. 

55 But he, being « full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God, 



agents ot instruments to communicate the 
law. All that the expression fairly im- 
plies is the former ; that the law was given 
amidst the attending ranks of angels, as 
if they were summoned to witness the 
pomp and ceremony of gfving law to an 
entire people, and through them to an 
entire world. It should be added, more- 
over, that the Jews applied the word an- 
gels to any of the messengers of God ; to 
fire, and tempest, and wind, &c. And all 
that Stephen means here, maj^ be to ex- 
press the common Jewish opinion, that 
God was attended on thi? occasion by the 
heavenly hosts; and by the symbols of 
his presence, the fire, and smoke, and 
tempest. Comp. Ps. civ. 4; Ixviii. 17. 
Other places declare that the law was 
spoken by an angel, one eminent above 
all attending angels, the peculiar messen- 
ger of God. See Note on ver. 38. It is 
plain that Stephen spoke only the com- 
mon sentiment of the Jews. Thus Herod 
is introduced by Josephus (Antiq. b. xv. 
ch. V. $ 3) as saying, " We have learned 
from God the most excellent of our doc- 
trines, and the most holy part of our law 
hy angelsy' &c. In the eyes of the Jews, 
it justly gave increased majesty and so- 
lemnity to the law, that it had been given 
in so grand and imposing circumstances. 
And it greatly aggravated their guilt, that 
notwithstanding this, they had not kept it 

54. They were cut to the heart. They 
were exceedingly enraged and indignant 
The whole course of the speech had been 
such as to excite their anger, and now 
they could restrain themselves no longer. 
% They gnashed on him, &c. Expressive 
of the bitterness and malignity of their 
feeling. 

55. Full of the Holy Ghost. See Note, 
ch, ii. 4. IF Looked up steadfastly. Fixed 
his eyes intently on heaven. Foreseeing 
his danger; and the effect his speech had 
produced — seeing that there was no safety 
in the great council of the nation, and no 
prospect of justice at their hands, he cast 
his evos to heaven and sought protec- 



56 And said, Behold, T see the ^ 
heavens opened, and * the Sou of 
man standing on the right hand of 
God. 

57 Then they cried out with a 
loud voice, and stopped their ears, 
and ran upon him with one ac- 
cord, 

58 And cast f Mm out of the city, 
and stoned him : and the witnesses 

tfEze.l.l. cDan.7.I3. / Lu.4.29. He.l3. 12,13. 



tion there. — When dangers threaten us, 
our hope of safety lies in heaven. When 
men threaten our persons, reputation, or 
lives, it becomes us to fix our eyes on the 
heavenly world ; and we shall not look 
in vain. ^ And saw the glory of God. 
This phrase is commonly used to denote 
the visible symbols of God. It means 
some magnificent representation ; a splen 
dour, or light, that is the appropriate ex 
hibition of the presence of God. Matt. xvi. 
27; xxiv. 30. Note, Luke ii. 9. In the 
case of Stephen there is every indication 
of a vision, or supernatural representation 
of the heavenly objects ; something in ad- 
vance of mere faith, such as dying Chris- 
tians now have. What was its precise 
nature, we have no means of ascertaining. 
Objects were often represented to pro- 
phets by visions ; and probably something 
similar is intended here. It was such an 
elevation of view, such a representation 
of truth, and of the glory of God, as to be 
denoted by the word see ; though it is not 
to be maintained that Stephen really saw 
the Saviour with the bodily eye. IT On 
the right hand of God. That is, exalted to 
a place of honour and power in the hea- 
vens. Note, Markxxvi. 64. Acts ii. 25. 

56. / saw the heavens opened. A figu- 
rative expression, denoting that he was 
permitted to see into heaven, or to see 
what was there, as if the firmament was 
divided, and the eye was permitted to 
penetrate the eternal world. Comp. Ezek. 
i. 1. 

57. 77ien they cried out. That is, pro- 
bably, the people, not the members of tlie 
council. It is evident he was put to death 
in a popular tumult. They had charged 
him with blasphemy ; and they regarded 
what he had now said as full proof of it. 
IF And stopped their ears. That they might 
hear no more blasphemy. IF With one 
accord. In a tumult; unitedly. 

58. Arid cast him out of the city- This 
was in accordance with the usual custom. 
In Lev. xxiv. 14, it was directed to bring 
fbrth him that had cursed witliout the 
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" laid down their clothes at a young 

man's feet, v^^hose name was * Saul, 

59 And they stoned Stephen, 

ac;6.S3. fcc.8. 1,3; 22.20. 

camp ; and it was not usual, the Jewish 
writers inform us, to stone in the presence 
of the sanhedrim. Though this was a 
Dopnlar tumult, and Stephen was con- 
demned without the regular process of 
trial, yet some of the forms of law were 
observed, and he was stoned in the man- 
ner directed in the v^ase of blasphemers, 
f And stoned liim. This was the punish- 
ment appointed in the case of blasphemy. 
Lev. xxiv. 16. Note, John x. 31. IT And 
the witnesses. That is, the false witnesses 
who bore testimony against him. ch. vi. 13. 
It was directed in the law (Deut. xvii. 7) 
that the witnesses in the case should be 
first in executing the sentence oi the law. 
This was done to prevent false accusa- 
tions by the prospect that they must be 
employed as executioners. After tJiey had 
commenced the process of execution, all 
the people joined in it. Deut. xvii. 7. Lev. 
xxiv. 16. IT Laid down their clothes. Their 
outer garments. They were accustomed 
to lay these aside when they ran or work- 
ed. Note, Matt. v. 40. ^ At a young man's 
feet, &c. That is, they procured him to 
take care of their garments. This is men- 
tioned solely because Saul, or Paul, after- 
wards became so celebrated, first as a 
persecutor, and then an apostle. His 
whole heart was in this persecution of 
Stephen; and he himself afterwards al- 
luded to this circumstance as an evidence 
of his sinfulness in persecuting the Lord 
Tesus. Acts xxii. 20. 

59. Calling upon God. The word God 
IS not in the original, and should not have 
been in the translation. It is in none of 
the ancient MSS. or versions. It should 
have been rendered, They stoned Ste- 
phen, invoking, or calling upon, and say- 
ing, Lord Jesus, &c. That is, he was en- 
gaged in prayer to the Lord Jesus. The 
word is used "to express prayer in the fol- 
lowing, among other places : 2 Cor. i. 23, 
"Icall God to witness." 1 Pet. 1. 17, "And 
jf ye call on the Father," &c. Acts ii. 21, 
"Whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord," &c. ix. 14 ; xxii. 16. Rom. x. 
12, 13, 14. This was, therefore, an act of 
ivorship ; a solemn invocation of the Lord 
Jesus, in the most interesting circum- 
Btances in which a man can be placed — 
m his dying moments. And this shows 
that it is right to worship the Lord Jesus, 
and to pray to him. For if Stephen was 
inspired^ it settles the question. The ox- 



calling tipon God^ and saying.^ Lord 
Jesus, receive " my spirit ! 

60 And he kneeled down, an^ 



c Ps.31,5. Lu.23.46. 



ample of an inspired man in such circum- 
stances, is a safe and correct example. 
If it should be said that the inspiration of 
Stephen cannot be made out, yet the in- 
spiration of Luke, who has recorded it, 
will not be called in question. Then tho 
following circumstances show that he, an 
inspired man, regarded it as right, and as 
a proper example to be followed. (1.) lie 
has recorded it without the slightest ex- 
pression of an opinion that it was impro* 
per. On the contrary, there is every evi- 
dence that he regarded the conduct of 
Stephen in this case as right and praise 
worthy. There is, therefore, this attesta- 
tion to its propriety. (2.) The Spirit that 
inspired Luke knew what use would be 
made of this case. He knew that it 
would be used as an example, and as an 
evidence that it was right to worship the 
Lord Jesus. It is one of the cases which 
has been used to perpetuate the worship 
of the Lord Jesus in every age. If it was 
wrong, it is inconceivable that it should 
be recorded without some expression of 
disapprobation. (3.) The case is strikingly 
similar to that recorded in John xx. 28, 
where Thomas offered worship to the 
Lord Jesus, as his God, without reproof 
If Thomas did it in the presence of the 
Saviour without reproof, it was right. If 
Stephen did it without any expression of 
disapprobation from the inspired historian, 
it was right. (4.) These examples were 
used to encourage Christians and Chris- 
tian martyrs to offer homage to Jesus 
Christ. Thus Pliny, writing to the em- 
peror Trajan, and giving an account of 
the Christians in Bythinia, says, that they 
were accustomed to meet and sing hymns 
to Christ as to God. (Lardner.) (5.) It is 
worthy of remark, that Stephen in his 
death offered the same act of homage to 
Christ, that Christ himself did to the Fa 
ther, when he died. Luke xxiii, 46, From 
all these considerations, it follows that the 
Lord Jesus is an object of worship; thai 
in most solemn circumstances it is proper 
to call upon him, to worship him, and to 
commit our dearest interests to his handg. 
If this may be done, he is divine. "iT Re 
ceive my spirit. That is, receive it to thy- 
self; take it to thine abode in heaven. 

60. And he kneeled down. This seems 
to have been a voluntary kneeling; a 
placing himself in this position for the 
purpose of prayer, choosing to die in tbj)» 
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cned with, a loud voice, Lord, lay 
* not this sin to their charge ! And 
when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 

a Matt.5.44. Lu.23.34. 

attitude. '^ Lord. That is, Lord Jesus. 
Note, ch. i. 24. IF Lay not, &c. Forgive 
theni. This passage strikingly resembles 
the dying prayer of the Lord Jesus, Luke 
XX ill. 34. Nothing but the Christian reli- 
gion will enable a man to utter this pas- 
sage in his dying moments. IT He fell 
asleep. This is the usual mode of express- 
ing the death of saints in the Bible. It is 
an expression indicating, (1.) The peace- 
fulness of their death, compared with the 
alarm of sinners ; (2.) The hope of a re- 
surrection ; as we retire to sleep with the 
hope of again awaking to the duties and 
enjoyments of life. See John xi. 11, 12. 
1 Cor. xi. 30; 'XV. 51. 1 Thess. iv. 14; v. 
10. Matt. ix. 24. 

In view of the death of this first Chris- 
tian martyr, we may remark, 

1. That it is right to address to the Lord 
Jesus the language of prayer. 

2. It is peculiarly proper to do it in 
afflictions, and in the prospect of death. 
Heb. iv. 15. 

3.- Sustaining grace will be derived in 
trials chiefly from a view of the Lord 
Jesus. If we can look to him as our Sa- 
viour, see him to be exalted to deliver us, 
and truly commit our souls to him, we 
shall find the grace which we shall need 
in our afflictions. 

4. We should have such confidence in 
him, as to enable us to commit ourselves 
to him at any time. To do this, we should 
live a life of faith. In health, and youth, 
and strength, we should seek him as our 
first and best friend. 

5. While we are in health, we should 
prepare to die. What an unfit place for 
preparation for death would have been 
the situation of Stephen ! How impossi- 
y e then would it have been to have made 
preparation I Yet the dying bed is often 
a place as unfit to prepare as were the 
circumstances of Stephen. When racked 
with pain when faint and feeble, when 
the mind is indisposed to thought, or 
when it raves in the wildness of deliri- 
um, \^'hat an unfit place is this to prepare 
to die. I have seen many dying beds ; I 
have seen many in all stages of their last 
sickness; but never have I yet seen a 
dying bed which seemed to me to be a 
proper place to make preparation for eter- 
nity. 

6; Row peaceful aJ\d calm is o death 



CHAPTER Vlil. 

A ND Saul ^ was consenting- unto 
-^^ his death. And at that time 
there was a great persecution against 



like that of Stephen, when compared 
with the alarms and anguish of a sinner ! 
One moment of such peace in that trying 
time, is better than all the pleasures and 
honours which the world can bestow 
And to obtain such peace, the dying sin^ 
ner would be willing to give all the 
wealth of the Indies, and all the crowns 
of the earth. So may I die — and so may 
all my readers — enabled, like this dying 
martyr, to commit my departing spirit tc- 
the sure keeping of the great Redeemer! 
When we take a parting view of the 
world ; when our eyes shall be turned 
for the last time to take a look of friends 
and relatives ; and when the darkness of 
death shall begin to come around us ; then 
may we be enabled to cast the eye of faith 
to the heavens, and say, 'Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive our spirits;' and thus fall asleep, 
peaceful in death, in the hope of the re 
surrection of the just. 

CHAPTER VIIT. 
1. And Saul loas consenting, &c. Was 
pleased with his being put to death, and 
approved it. Comp. ch. xxii. 20. This 
part of the verse should have been con- 
nected with the previous chapter. IT Al 
that time. That is, immediately follow- 
ing the death of Stephen. The persecu- 
tion arose on account of Stephen, ch. xi. 
19. The tumult did not subside when 
Stephen was killed. Their anger con- 
tinued to be excited against all Chris- 
tians. They had becorne so imbittered 
by the zeal and success of the apostles, 
and by their frequent charges of murder 
in putting the Son of God to death, that 
they resolved at once to put a period to 
their progress and success. 'J'his was the 
first persecution against Christians; the 
first in a series that terminated only when 
the religion which they wished to destroy 
was fully established on the ruins of both 
Judaism and Paganism. IT The church. 
The collection of Christians which Vvere 
now organized into a church. The church 
at Jerusalem was the first that was col- 
lected. IF All scattered. That is; tho 
great mass of Christians. % The regions 
of Judea, &c. See Note, Mitt, ii, 22 
t Except the apostles. Pi'obably the other 
Christians fled from fear. Why the apos- 
tles, who were particularly in danger, did 
not flee also, is not stated by the historian. 
Having been, however, more fully in- 
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the church which was at Jerusalem ; 
and they were all scattered * abroad 
throughout the regions of Judea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. 

2 And devout men carried Ste- 
phen ifo his burial, and made great 
lamentation over him. 

ac.11.19. 



3 As for Saul, he * made havoo 
of the church, entering into every 
house; and haling men and wo« 
men, committed them to prison. 

4 Therefore they that were scat- 
tered abroad, went every where 
preaching the word. 

b e.26.10,11. Gal.1,13. 



Btracted than the others, and having been 
taught their duty by the example and 
teachhig of the Saviour, they resolved, it 
seems, to remain and brave the fury of 
tiie persecutors. For them to have fled 
then would have exposed them, as lead- 
ers and founders of the new rehgion, to 
the charge of timidity and weakness. 
They therefore resolved to remain in the 
midst of their persecutors ; and a merciful 
Providence watched over them, and de- 
fended them from harm. The dispersion 
extended not only to Judea and Samaria, 
but those who fled carried the gospel also 
to Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch. ch. 
xi. 19. There was a reason why this was 
permitted. The early converts were 
Jews. Tfiey had strong feelings of at- 
tachment to the city of Jerusalem, to the 
temple, and to the land of their fathers. 
Yet it was the design of the Lord Jesus 
that the gospel should be preached every 
where. To accomplish this, he suffered 
a persecution to rage; and they were 
scattered abroad, and bore his gospel to 
other cities and lands. Good thus came 
out of evil ; and the first persecution re- 
sulted, as all others have done, in advanc- 
ing the cause which was intended to be 
destroyed. 

2. And devout men. Religious men. 
The word used here does not imply 
of necessity that they were Christians. 
There might have been Jews who did 
not approve the popular tumult, and the 
murder of Stephen, and who gave him a 
decent burial. Joseph of Arimathea, and 
Nicodemus, both Jews, thus gave to the 
Lord Jesus a decent burial. John xix. 38, 
39. II Carried Stephen. The word trans- 
lated carried, means properly to collect, 
as fruits, &c. Then it is applied to all 
the preparations necessary for fitting a 
dead body for burial, as collecting, or con- 
fining it by bandages, with spices, &c. 
f And made great lamentation. This was 
UKual among the Jews at a funeral. See 
Note, Matt. ix. 23. 

3. As for Saul. But Saul. He had no 
concern in the pious attentions shown to 
Stephen, but engaged Vi/ith zeal in the 
work of persecution IF He made havoc. 



iXM 1^.0,1 viro. This word is commonly ep- 
plied to wild beasts, to lions, wolves, dx! 
and denotes the devastations which they 
commit. Saul raged against the church 
like a wild beast — a strong expression, 
denoting the zeal and fury with which he 
engaged in persecution. II Eidering into 
every house. To search for those who 
were suspected of being ('hristians. 
f Haling. Dragging, or compelling them. 
IT Committed tbem to prison. The sanhe- 
drim had not power to put them to death. 
John xviii. 31. But they had power to 
imprison ; and they resolved, it seems, to 
exercise this power to the utmost. Paul 
frequently refers to his zeal in persecut- 
ing the church. Acts xxvi. 10, 11. Gal. i. 
13. — It may be remarked here that there 
never was a persecution commenced with 
more flattering prospects to the persecu 
tors. Saul, the principal agent, was 
young, zealous, learned, and clothed with 
power. He showed afterwards that he 
had talents fitted for any station ; and 
zeal that tired with no exertion, and that 
was appalled by no obstacle. With this 
talent he entered on his work. Christians 
Were few and feeble. They were scat- 
tered and unarmed. They were unpro- 
tected by any civil power, and exposed, 
therefore, to the full blaze and rage of 
persecution. That the church was not 
destroyed, was owing to the protection of 
God — a protection that not only secured 
its existence, but which extended its in 
fluence and power by means of this very 
persecution far abroad on the earth. 

4. Went every where. That is, they 
travelled through the various regions 
vthere they were scattered. In all places 
to which they came, they preached the 
word. IT Preaching the word. Greek, 
Evangelizing, or announcing the good 
news of the message of mercy, or the 
word of God. It is not the usual word 
which is rendered ^jreac/z, but means sim- 
ply announcing the good news of salva- 
tion. There is no evidence, nor is there 
any probability, that all these persons wer« 
ordained to preach. They were mani- 
festly common Christians who were scat 
tered by the persecution : and tlie mean 
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5 Then Philip ° went dov/n to 
the city of Samaria, and preached 
CJhrist unto them. 



ing is, that they communicated to their 
fellow-men in conversation, wherever 
ihjey met them ; and probably in the sy- 
nagogues, where all Jev^s had a right to 
speak, the glad tidings that the Messiah 
had come. It is not said that they set 
themselves up for public teachers ; or 
that they administered baptism ; or that 
they founded churches: but they pro- 
claimed every where the news that a 
Saviour had come. Their hearts were 
full of it. Out of the abundance of the 
heart the liiouth speaks ; and they made 
the truth known to all whom they met. — 
We may learn from this, (1.) That perse- 
cution tends to promote the very thing 
which it would destroy. (2.) That one 
of the best means to make Christians ac- 
tive and zealous is to persecute them. 
(3.) That it is right for all Christians to 
make known the truths of the gospel. 
When the heart is full, the lips will 
speak ; and there is no more impropriety 
in their speaking of redemption than of 
any thing else. (4.) It should be the great 
object of all Christians to make the Sa- 
viour known every where. By their lives, 
conversation, and pious exhortations and 
entreaties, they should beseech dying sin- 
ners to be reconciled to God. And espe- 
cially should this be done when they are 
travelling. Christians Vv^hen away from 
home seem .almost to imagine that tliey 
lay aside the obligations of religion. But 
the example of Christ and his early dis- 
ciples has taught ua that this is the very 
time to attempt to do gocKi. 

5. Then Philip. One of the seven dea- 
cons, ch. vi. 5. He is afterwards called 
the Evangelist: Acts xxi. 8 • ^ The city 
of Samaria. This does not mean a city 
whose name was Samaria, for no such 
city at that time existed. Samaria was a 
region. Matt. ii. 22. The ancient city Sa- 
maria, the capital of that region, had been 
destroyed by Hyrcanus, so completely as 
to leave no vestige of it remaining ; and 
he " took away," says Josephus, " the very 
marks that there had ever been such a 
city there." (Antiq. b. xiii. ch. x. $ 3.) He- 
rod the Great afterwards built a city on 
this site, and called it Sehaste, i. e. Au- 
gusta, in honour of the emperor Augus- 
tus. (Jos. Antiq. b. xv. ch. viii. ^ 5.) Per- 
haps this city is intended, as being the 
pnncipal city of Samaria; or possibly Sy- 
cliar, another city where the gospel had 
M 



6 And the people with otin ac- 
cord ^ gave heed nnto those thing's 
which Philip spake, hearingy ' and 

6 2Ghr.50.l2. c Juo.4.41,42. 



been before preached by the Sayiouj 
himself John iv. '^ And preached Christ. 
Preached that the Messiah had come, aiid 
made known his doctrines. The same 
truths had been before stated in Samaria 
by the Saviour himself (John iv.); and 
this was doubtless one of the reasons why 
they so gladly now received the word of 
God. The field had been prepared by the 
Lord Jesus; and he had said that it was 
white for the harvest (John iv. 35) ; and 
into that field Philip now entered, and 
was signally blessed. His coming was 
attended with a remarkable revival of re 
ligion. The word translated preach here 
is not that which is used in the previous 
verse. This denotes to proclaim as a crier, 
and is commonly employed to denote the 
preaching of the gospel, so called. Mark 
V. 20 ; vii. 36. Luke viii. 39. Matt, xxiv 
14. Acts X. 42. Rom. X. 15. 1 Cor. ix. 27, 
XV. 12. 2 Tim. iv. 2. It has been argued 
that because Philip is said thus to have 
preached to the Samaritans, that 7/iere/b?'ri 
all deacons have a right to preach or that 
they are, under the New Testament eco- 
nomy, an order of ministers. Biit this is 
by no means clear. For, (1.) It is not evi 
dent, nor can it be shown, that the other 
deacons (ch. vi) ever preached. There is 
no record of their doing so ; and the nar- 
rative would lead us to suppose that they 
did not. (2.) They were appointed for a 
very different purpose (ch. vi. 1 — 5) ; and 
it is fair to suppose that as deacons, they 
confined themselves to the design of their 
appointment. (3.) It is not said that Philip 
preached in virtue of his being a deacrn. 
From any thing in this place, it woild 
seem that he preached as the other Chris- 
tians did — wherever he was. (4.) But 
elsewhere an express distinction is made 
between Philip and the others. A new 
appellation is given him, and he is ex- 
pressly called the Evangelist. Acts xxi, 8. 
From this, it seems that h? preached, not 
because he was a deacon, but because he 
had received a special appointment to this 
business as an evangelist. (5.) This same 
office, or rank of Christian teachers, is ex- 
pressly recognised elsewhere, Eph. iv. 11. 
All these considerations show that there 
is not in the sacred Scriptures an order of 
ministers appointed to preach as deacoiis. 
6, With one accord. Unitedly, or with 
one mind. Great multitudes of them diif 
it. IT Gave heed Paid atteniion to ; en»' 
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seeing the miracles which he did. 

7 For " unclean spirits, crying 
with loud voice, came out of many 
'hat were possessed -with them: and 
nany taken with palsies, * and that 
were lame, *= were healed. 

8 And there was great joy in that 
city. 

9 But there was a certain man 

aMar.l6.i7. i Mar.2,3-11, c.9.33,34. cMalt.11.5, 



braced. If Hearing. Hearing what he 
said. 

7. For unclean spirits. Note, Matt. iv. 
24, % Crying with loud voice. Note, 
Mark i. 26. IT Palsies. Note, Matt. iv. 
24. 

8. And there was great joy. This joy 
arose, (1.) From the fact that so many per- 
sons, before sick and afflicted, were re- 
stored to heahh. (2.) From the conver- 
sion of individuals to Christ. The ten- 
dency o{ religion is to produce joy. 
(3.) From the mutual joy of families and 
friends, that their friends were convert- 
ed. The tendency of a revival of religion 
is thus to produce great joy. 

9. But there was a certain man called 
Simon. The Fathers have written much 
respecting this man, and have given 
strange accounts of him ; but nothing 
more is certainly known of him than is 
stated in this place. Rosenmueller and 
Kuinoel suppose him to have been a Si- 
mon mentioned by Josephus (Antiq. b. xx. 
ch. vii. $ 2), who was born in Cyprus. 
He was a magician, and was employed 
by Felix to persuade Drusilla to forsake 
her husband Azizus, and to marry Felix. 
But it is not very probable that this was 
the same person. (See Note in Whiston's 
Josephus.) Simon Magus was probably 
a Jew or a Samaritan, who had addicted 
himself to the arts of magic, and who was 
much celebrated for it. He had studied 
philosophy in Alexandria in Egypt (Mo- 
sheim, i. p. 113, 114, Murdoch's transla- 
tion), and then lived at Samaria. After 
he was cut oif from the hope of adding 
to his other powers the pow'er of working 
miracles, the fathers say that he fell into 
many errors, and became the founder of 
the sect of the Simonians. They accused 
him of affirming that he came down as 
the Father in respect to the Samaritans ; 
the Son in respect to the Jews ; and the 
Holy Spirit 'n respect to the Gentiles. 
He did not acknowledge Christ to be the 
Son of God, but a rival, and pretended 
himself to be Christ. He rejected the 
law of Moses. Many other things are 



called Simon, which beforetime in 
the same city used sorcery, '^ and 
bewitched the people of Samaria, 
giving out « that himself was some 
great one : 

10 To whom -^ they all gave heedy 
from the least to the greatest, say* 
ing. This man is the great power cf 
God. 

d c.13,6. Re.22.15. e c.5.36. 2Ti.3,2,5, / 2Cor. 11.19 



affirmed of him, which rest on doubtful 
authority. He seems to have become an 
enemy to Christianity; though he was 
willing then to avail himself of ,«ome of 
its doctrines in order to advance his own 
interests. The account that he came to 
a tragical death in Rome; that he was 
honoured as a deity by the Roman senate ; 
and that a statue was erected to his me 
mory in the isle of Tiber, is now generally 
rejected. His end is not known. (Sec 
Calmet, art. Simon Magus, and Mosheim, 
i. p. 114, Note.) H Beforetime. The prac- 
tice of magic, or sorcery, was common at 
that time, and in all the ancient nations. 
H Used sorcery. Greek, i^aysiiwv. Exer- 
cising the arts of the Magi, or Magicians ; 
hence the name Simon Magus. See Note, 
Matt. ii. 1. The ancient Magi had their 
rise in Persia, and were at first addicted 
to the study of philosophy, astronomy, 
medicine, &c. This name came after- 
wards to signify those who made use of 
the' knowledge of these arts for the pur 
pose of imposing on mankind — astrolo- 
gers, soothsayers, necromancers, fortune- 
tellers, &c. Such persons pretended to pre 
diet future events by the positions of the 
stars, and to cure diseases by incantations, 
&c. See Isa. ii. 6. See also Dan. i. 20 ; ii. 2. 
It was expressly forbidden the Jews to 
consult such persons on pain of death 
Lev. xix. 31 ; xx. 6. In these arts Simon 
had been eminently successful. IT And 
bewitched. This is an unha,ppy transla- 
tion. The Greek means merely that he 
astonished or amazed the people, or coji- 
founded their judgment. The idea of 
bewitching them, is not in the original. 
^r Giving out, &c. Saying, i. e. boasting. 
It was in this way, partly, that he so con- 
founded them. Jugglers generally impose 
on people just in proportion to the extra- 
vagance and folly of their pretensions. 
The same remark may be made of quack'' 
doctors, and of all persons who attempt to 
delude and impose on mankind. 

10. The great pov)er of God. Probably 
this means only that they believed that 
he was invested with the power of God 
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11 And to him they had regard, 
because that of long time he had 
bewitched *= them with sorceries, 

12 But when they believed ^ Phi- 
lip preaching the things <= concern- 
ing the kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women. 

13 Then Simon himself believed 

oGal.3.]. i ver.37. c,2.41. c c,1.3. 



not that they supposed he was really the 
Great God. 

1 31 Then Simon . . . believed also. That 
is, he believed that Jesus had wrought 
miracles, and was raised from the dead, 
(fee. All this he could believe in entire 
consistency with his own notions of the 
power of magic; and ail that the con- 
nexion requires us to suppose is that he 
beheved this — that Jesus had power of 
working miracles, &c. ; and as he purpos- 
ed to turn this to his own account, he was 
willing to profess himself to be his fol- 
lower. It might have injured his popu- 
larity, moreover, if he had taken a stand 
when so many were professing to become 
Christians. — Men often profess religion 
because, if they do not, they fear they 
will lose their influence, and be left with 
the ungodly. That Simon was not a real 
Christian is apparent from the whole nar- 
rative, ver. 18. 21 — 23. ^ And when he 
was baptized. He was admitted to a pro- 
fession of religion in the same way as the 
others. Philip did not pretend to know 
the heart; and Simon was admitted be- 
cause he professed his belief. This is all 
the evidence that ministers can have, and 
it is no wonder, that they, as well as Phi- 
lip, are often deceived. The reasons which 
influenced Simon to make a profession of 
religion, seem to have been these ; (1.) An 
impression that Christianity was t7-ue. He 
seems to have been convinced of this by 
the miracles of Philip. (2.) The fact that 
many others were becoming Christians ; 
and he went in with the multitude. This 
is often the case in revivals of religion. 
(3.) He had no religion; but it is clear 
(ver. 20, 21) that he was willing to make 
use of Christianity to advance his own 
power, influence, and popularity — a thing 
which multitudes of men of the same 
mind with Simon Magus have been w^ill- 
ing since to do. IF And continued, &c. 
It was customary and natural for the dis- 
cinlesf to remain'withtheir t-aachers.; See 
eh. ii 42: IT A.nd wondered. This is the 
same vi'ord that is translated bewitched, in 
ver 9. 11. It means that he w^is amazed 



also : and when he was baptized^ 
he continued with Philip, and won 
dered, belrolding the miracles ' and 
signs which were done. 

14 Now when the apostles which 
were at Jerusalem heard that Sa-* 
maria had received the word of 
God, they sent unto them Petes 
and John : 

1 or, signs and great mirarJes. 



that Philip could really perform so much 
greater miracles than he had even pre- 
tended to. — Hypocrites will sometimes be 
greatly attentive to the external duties of 
religion, and will be greatly surprised at 
what is done by God for the salvation of 
sinners. IT Miracles and signs. Greek, 
Signs and great powers, or great miracles. 
That is, so much greater than he pretend- 
ed to be able to perform. 

14. They sent. That is, the apostles 
deputed two of their number. This shows 
conclusively that there was no chief or 
ruler among them. They acted as being 
equal in authority. The reason why they 
sent them was, probably, that there would 
be a demand for more labour than Philip 
could render; a church was to be found- 
ed, which required their presence ; and 
it was important that they should be pro- 
sent to organize it, and to build it up. The 
harvest had occurred in Samaria, of which 
the Saviour spoke (John iv. 35), and it 
was proper that they should enter into 
it. — In times of revival there is often more 
to be done than can be done by the regu- 
lar pastor of a people, and it is proper 
that he should be aided from abroad. 
IT Peter. This shows that Peter had no 
such authority and primacy as the Roman 
Catholics claim for him. He exercised 
no authority of sending others, but was 
himself sent. He was appointed by their 
united voice, instead of claiming the 
power himself of directing them, f Ana 
John. Peter was ardent, bold, zealous^ 
rash ; John was mild, gentle, tender, per- 
suasive. There was wisdom in uniting 
them in this work, as the talents of both 
were needed ; and the excellencies in the 
character of the one would compensate 
for the defects of the other. It is obseiv- 
able that the apostles sent two together, as 
the Saviour had himself done. See Note, 
Mark vi. 7. The reasons why this addi- 
tional aid was sent to Samaria were pro- 
bably these: (1.) I'o assist Philip in-. a 
great work — in the harvest which he was 
there eoliecting. (2.) To give the saiic- 
tion of tho authority of *he aposties to 
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15 Who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost : 

16 For as yet * he was fallen 
upon none of them ; only they were 
* baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 

a c.19.2. i C.2.38J 10.4Sj 19.5,6. lCor.1.13. 



what he was doing. (3.) To confer on 
the converts the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
ver. 17. 

15. Were come down. To Samaria. 
Jerusalem was generally represented as 
up, or higher than the rest of the land. 
Matt. XX 18. John vii. 8. IT Prayed for 
them. They sought at the hand of God 
the extraordinary communications of the 
Holy Spirit. They did not even pretend 
to have the power of doing it without the 
aid of God. "ff That they might receive the 
Holy Ghost. The main question liere is, 
what was meant by the Holy Ghost ? In 
ver. 20, it is called "the gift of God." 
The following remarks may make this 
plain. (1 .) It was not that gift of the Holy 
Ghost by which the soid is converted, or 
renewed, for they had this when they be- 
lieved, ver. 6. Every where the conver- 
sion of the sinner is traced to his influ- 
ence. Comp. John i. 13. (2.) It was not 
the ordinary influences of the Spirit by 
which the soul is sanctified ; for sanctifi- 
cation is a progressive work, and this was 
sudden: sanctification is shown by the 
general tenor of the life; this was sud- 
den and striking. (3.) It- was something 
that was discernible hy external effects ; 
for Simon saw (ver. 18), that this was done 
by the laying on of hands. (4.) The 
phrase * the gift of the Holy Ghost,' and 
* the descent of the Holy Ghost,' signified 
not merely his ordinary influences in 
converting sinners, but those extraordi- 
nary influences that attended the first 
preaching of the gospel — the power of 
speaking with new tongues (ch. ii.), the 
power of working miracles, &c. Acts xix. 
6. (5.) This is fur* her clear from the fact 
that Simon wished to purchase this power, 
evidently to keep up his influence among 
the people, and to retain his ascendency 
as a juggler and sorcerer. But surely, 
Simon would not wish to purchase the 
converting and sanctifying influences of 
the Holy Spirit; it was the power of 
working miracles. These things make it 
clear Uiat by the gift of the Holy Spirit 
here is meant the power of speaking with 
aew tongues (comp. 1 Cor. xiv.) and the 
,>ower of miracles And it is further clear 



17 Then laid ^ they their hands 
on them, and they received the 
Holy Ghost. 

18 And when Simon saw, thai 
through laying on of the apostles' 
hands the Holy Ghost was given, 
he offered them/ money, 

c c.6.6. He.6.2. d lTiiii.6,5. 



that this passage should not be adducea 
in favour of" the rite of confirmation" hi 
the Christian church. For besides the 
fact that there are now no apostles, the 
thing spoken of here, is entirely different 
from that of the rite ol confirmation. This 
was to confer the extraordinary power of 
working miracles ; that is for a different 
purpose. 

If it be asked why this power was con- 
ferred on the early Christians, it may bo 
rephed, that it was to furnish striking 
proof of the truth of the Christian reli- 
gion ; to impress the people, and thus to 
win them to embrace the gospel. The 
early church was thus armed with the 
pow'er of the Holy Spirit ; and this extra 
ordinary attestation of God to his message 
was one cause of the rapid propagation 
and permanent establishment of the gos 
pel. 

16. He was fallen. This expression is 
several times applied to the Holy Spirit, 
ch. X. 44 ; xi. 15. It does not differ mate- 
rially from the common expression, " the 
Holy Ghost descended." It means that he 
came from heaven; and the expression 
to fall, applied to his influences, denotes 
the rapidity and suddenness of his com- 
ing, (yomp. ch. xix. 2. IT In the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Note, ch. ii. 38. See also 
ch. X. 48 ; xix. 5, 6. 

17. Thenlaid they their hands, &G. This 
was an act of prayer, expressing an invo- 
cation to God that he would impart the 
blessing to them. On how many they laid 
their hands, is not said. It is evident that 
it was not on all, for they did not thus lay 
hands on Simon. Perhaps it was done 
on a few of the more prominent and lead- 
ing persons, who v;ere to be employed 
particularly in bearing witness to the 
truth of the gospel. It was customary to 
lay the hands on any person when a fa 
vour was to be conferred, or a blessing 
imrarted. See Note, Matt. ix. 18. 

18. Simon saw, &c. That is, he wit- 
nessed the extraordinary effects, the power 
of speaking in- £ucniracuIous mannejr, &c. 
Note, ver. 15. '^ He offered them money 
He had had a remarkable iiifiaence ovm 
the Samaritans, and he saw that the po^ 
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19 Saying,; Give me also this 
power, that on whomsoever I lay 
hands, he may receive the Holy 
Ghost. 

20 But Peter said unto him, Thy 
money perish with thee, because " 

*2KU.15,16 Matt.10.8. i c.10.45; 11.17. 



session of this power woulc^ perpetuate 
and inerease his influence. Men com- 
monly employ the tricks of legerdemain 
for the purpose of making money ; and it 
seems probable that such had been the 
design of Simon. He saw that if he could 
communicate to others this power, if he 
could confer on them the talent of speak- 
ing other languages, it might be turned 
to vast account, and he sought therefore 
to purchase it of the apostles. From this 
act of Simon we have derived our wo^-d 
simony, to denote the buying and selling 
of ecclesiastical preferment, or church 
offices, where religion is supported by 
the state. This act of Simon shows con- 
clusively that he was inflaenced by im- 
proper motives in becom.ing connected 
with the church. 

20. Thy money perish with thee. This 
IS an expression of the horror and indig- 
nation of Peter at the base offer of Simon. 
It is not to be understood as an impreca- 
tion on Simon. The main idea is the 
apostle's contempt for the money, as if he 
regarded, it as of no value. * Let your 
money go to destruction. We abhor your 
impious offer. We can freely see any 
amount of money destroyed before we 
will be tempted to sell the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.' But there was here also an ex- 
pression of his belief that Simon also 
would perish. It was a declaration that 
he was hastening to ruin, and as if this 
was certain, Peter says, let youY money 
-Derish too. f The gift of God. That which 
he has given, or conferred as a favour. 
The idea was absurd that that which God 
himself gives as a sovereign, could be 
purchased. It was impious to think of at- 
fempting to buy with worthless gold that 
which vt^as of so inestimable value. The 
gift of God heie means the extraordinary 
influences of the Holy Ghost, ch. x. 45'; 
si. 17. How can we pay a price to God ? 
All lliat we can give, the silver, and the 
gold, and the cattle on a thousand hills, 
belong to him already. We have nothing 
which we can present for his favours. 
And yet there are many who seek to 
purchase the favour of God. Some do it 
oy alms and prayers ; some by penance 
and fasting ; some by attempting to make 
^heir own hearts better, and by self-right- 



thou hast thoughi that the gift ^ ol 
God may be purchased with mo 
ney. 

21 Thou hast neither part ' noi 
lot in this matter : for ^ thy heait H 
not right in the sight of God. 

c Jos.22.25. d Ps.78.36,37. Eze.14.3. 



eousness ; and some by penitence and 
tears. All these will not purchase his 
favour. Salvation, like every other bless- 
ing, v^^ill be his gift ; and if ever received, 
we must be willing to accept it on hia 
own terras; at his own time ; and in his 
own way. We are without merit ; and 
if saved, it will be by the sovereign grace 
of God. 

21. Neither part. You have no ^oWion 
of the grace of God ; that is, you are des- 
titute of it altogether. This word com 
monly denotes the part of an inheritance 
which falls to one when it is divided. 
IT Nor lot. This word means properly a 
portion which falls to one when an es- 
tate, or when spoil in war is divided into 
portions, according to the number of those 
vi^ho are to be partakers, and the part of 
each one is determined by lot The two 
words denote emphatically that he was in 
no sense a partaker of the favour of God. 
IT In this matter. Greek, In this word, i. e. 
thing. That which is referred to here is 
the religion of Christ. He was not a 
Christian. It is remarkable that Peter 
judged him so soon, and when he had 
seen but one act of his. But it was an 
act which satisfied him that he was a 
stranger to religion. One act may some- 
times bring out the whole character; it 
may evince the governing motives; it 
may show traits of character utterly in- 
consistent with true religion ; and then it 
is as certain a criterion as any long series 
of acts. "IT Thy heart. Your affections, or 
governing motives ; your principle of con- 
duct. Comp. 2 Kings x. 15. You love 
gold and popularity, and not the gospei 
for what it is. There is no evidence here 
tliat Peter saw this in a miraculous man- 
ner, or by any supernatural influence. If 
was apparent and plain, that Simon was 
not influenced by the pure, disinterested 
motives of the gospel, but by the love of 
power and of the world. H In the sight 
of God. That is, God sees or judges thai 
your heart is not sincere and pure. — No 
external profession is acceptable without 
the heart. Reader, is your heart right 
with God ? Are your motives pure ; and 
does God see there the exercise of holy, 
sincere, and benevolent affections towards 
him? God knaws the motives; and witte 
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23 Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness ; and pray God, if^per- 
naps the thought of thine heart may 
oe forgiven tnee : 

& Dan.4.27. 2Tini.2.25. 

unerring certainty he will judge ; and 
with unerring justice he will fix our 
doom, according to the affections of the 
heart 

22. Repent, therefore. Here we may 
remark, (1.) That Simon was at this time 
an unconverted sinner. (2.) That the 
command wa« given to him as such. 
(3.) That he was required to do the thing; 
net to wait or seek merely, but actually 
to repent. (4.) That this was to be the 
first step in his conversion. He was not 
even directed to pray first ^ but his first 
indispensable vt'ork was to repent, that is, 
to exercise proper sorrow for this sin, and 
to abandon his plan or principle of action. 
And this shows, (1.) That all sinners are 
to be exhorted to repent, as their first 
work. They are not to be told to wait, 
and read^ and pray, in the expectation 
that repentance will be given them. With 
such helps as they can obtain, they are to 
do the thing. (2.) Prayer will not be ac- 
ceptable, or heard, unless the sinner comes 
repenting, that is, unless he regrets his 
sin, and desires to forsake it. Then, and 
then only, will he be heard. When he 
comes loving his sins, and resolving still 
to practise them, God will iJOt hear him. 
When he comes desirous of forsaking 
them, grieved that he is guilty, and feel- 
ing his need of help, Gort will hear his 
prayer. See Isa. i. 15. Mic. iii. 4. Prov. 
i. 28. Ps. Ixvi. 18. IT And pray God. 
Having a desire to forsake the sin, and to 
be pardoned, then pray to God to forgive. 
[t would be absurd to ask forgiveness 
until a ra^n felt his need of it. This 
shows that a sinner ought to pray, and 
how he ought to do it. It should be with 
a desire and purpose to forsake sin, and 
in that state of mind God will hear the 
prayer. Comp. Dan. iv. 27. IT If perhaps. 
There was no certainty that God would 
forgive him; nor is there any evidence 
either that Simon prayed, or that he was 
forgiven.— This direction of Peter pre- 
sents another important principle in re- 
gard to the conduct of sinners. They are 
to be directed to repent, not because they 

ave the promise of forgiveness, and not 
because they hope to be forgiven, but be- 
cause sin is a great evil, and because it is 
rifrht and proper that they should repent, 
whether they are forgiven or not. That 
is to be left to the sovereign mercy of 



23 ij'or I perceive that thou art 
in the gall of bitterness, ^ and ir? 
the bond *= of iniquity. 

b Jer.4.18. Heb,12.15. c Ps. 116.16. Prov.5 £3 

l8a.23.22. 



God. They are to repent of sin, and— 
then they are to feel, not that they have 
any claim on God, but that they are do» 
pendent on him, and must be saved of 
lost at his will. They are not to suppose 
that their tears will purchase forgiveness, 
but that they lie at the foot of mercy, and 
that there is hope — not certainty — thatGc^ 
will forgive. The language of the hum- 
bled sinner is. 

•' Perhaps he will admit my plea, 

Perhaps will hear my prayer ; 
But if I perish I will pray, 

And perish only there. 

" I can but perish if I go, 
I am resolv'rt to try, 
For if I stay away, I know 
I shall for ever die." 

IT The thought, &c. Your purpose, oi 
wish. Thoughts may be, therefore, evil, 
and need forgiveness. It is not open sin 
only that needs to be pardoned ; it iz the 
secret purpose of the soul. 

23. For I perceive. That is, by the act 
which he had done. His offer had shown 
a state of mind that was wholly incon- 
sistent with true religion. One single sin 
may as certainly show that there is no 
true piety as many acts of iniquity. It 
may be so decided, so mahgnant, so utterly 
inconsistent w4th just views, as at once to 
determine what the character is. The sin 
of Simun was of this character. Peter 
here does not appear to have claimed 
the power of judging the heart ; but he 
judged, as all other men would, by the 
act. IT In the gall. This word denotes 
properly bile, or that bitter, yellowish- 
green fluid that is secreted in the liver. 
Hence it means any thing very bitter ; 
and also any bad passion of the mind, as 
anger, malice, &c. We speak of bitterness 
of mind, &c. TT Of bitterness. This is a 
Hebraism ; the usual mode of expressing 
the superlative, and means excessive bitter' 
ness. The phrase is used respecting ido- 
latry (Dent. xxix. 18), " Lest there should 
be among vou a root that beareth gall and 
wormwood," A similar expression occurs 
in Heb xii. 15, " Lest any root of bitter- 
ness springing up, trouble you," &c. Sin 
is thus represented as a bitter or poisonous 
thing ; a thing not only unpleasant m ita 
consequences, but ruinous in its charac' 
ter, as a poisonous plant would be in (hi 
midst o^othe'* plants. Jer '. 19, " It is i4 
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24 Then answered Simon, and 
said, Pray " ye to the Lord for me, 
that none of these things which ye 
have spoken come upon me, 

25 And they, when they had tes- 
tified and preached the word of the 
Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and 

a Ex.8.8. Nu.21.7. lKi.13.6. Job42.8. Ja.5.l6. 



evil and hitter thing that thou hast for- 
saken the Lord thy God." iv. 18- Rom. iii. 
14, " Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness." Eph. iv. 31. The meaning 
here is, that the heart of Simon was full 
of dreadful, malignant sin. % Bond of 
iniquity. Or, that thou art hound hy ini- 
quity. That is, that it has the rule over 
you, and hinds you as a slave. Sin is 
often thus represented as bondage and 
captivity. Sinners are represented as 
chained to it, and kept in hard servitude. 
Ps. cxvi. 16. Prov. v. 22, "He shall be 
holden with the cords of his sins." Rom. 
vii. 23, 24. These expressions prove con- 
clusively that Simon was a stranger to 
religion. 

24. Pray ye, &c. Here remark, (1.) 
That Simon was directed to pray for him- 
self (ver. 22), but he had no disposition to 
do that. Sinners will often ask others to 
pray for them, when they are loo proud, 
or too m-ach in love with sin, to pray for 
themselves. (2.) The main thing that 
Peter wished to impress on him was a 
sense of his sin. Simon did not regard 
this, but looked only to the punishment. 
He was terrified and alarmed; and he 
sought to avoid future punishment ; but 
he had no alarm about his sins. So it is 
often with sinners. So it was with Pha- 
raoh (Ex. viii. 28. 32), and with Jeroboam 
(1 Kings xiii. 6). And so sinners often 
quiet their own consciences by asking 
ministers and Christian friends to pray for 
them, wh»le they still purpose to persevere 
in iniquity. If men expect to be saved, 
they must pray /or themselves ; and pray 
not chiefly to be freed from punishment, 
but from the sin which deserves hell. — 
This is all that we hear of Simon in the 
New Testament ; and the probability is, 
that, like many other sinners, he did not 
pray for himself, but continued to live in 
the gall of bitterness, and died in the 
bond of iniquity. The testimony of an- 
tiquity is decided on that point. See 
f^ote, ver- 9. 

25. In many villages^ &;c. They went 
at first directly to the city of Samaria. On 
their return to Jerusalem, they travelled 
more at leisure, and preached in the vil- 



preached the gospel in many vil- 
lages of the Samaritans. 

26 And the angel of the Lord 
spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, 
and go toward the south, unto tha 
way that goeth down from Jerusa' 
leni unto Gaza ^ which is desert 



lages also — a good example for the minis- 
tors of the gospel, and for all Christians, 
when travelling from place to place. — 
The reason why they returned to Jeru- 
salem, and made that their permanent 
abode, might have been, that it was im- 
portant to bear witness to the resurrection 
of Christ in the very city where he had 
been crucified, and where his resurrec- 
tion had occurred. If the doctrine was 
established there, it would be more easy 
to establish it elsewhere. 

26. And the angel of the Lord. The 
word angel is used in the Scriptures in g 
great variety of significations. See Note, 
Matt. i. 20. Here it has been supposed by 
some to mean literally a celestial messen- 
ger sent from God ; others have supposed 
that it means a dream, others a vision, &c. 
The word properly means a messenger ,- 
and all that it can be shown to signify 
here is, that the Lord sent a message to 
Philip of this kind. It is most probable, 
I think, that the passage means that God 
communicated the message by his Spirit ; 
for in ver. 29, 39, it is expressly said that 
the Spirit spake to Philip, &c. Thus in 
Acts xvi. 7, the Spirit is said to have for- 
bidden Paul to preach in Bythinia ; and 
in ver. 9, the message on the subject is 
said to have been conveyed in a vision 
There is no absurdity, however, in sup 
posing that an angel literally was employ 
ed to communicate this message to Philip. 
See Heb. i. 14. Gen. xix. 1 ; xxii. 11. Judg. 
vi. 12. IT Spake unto Philip, Comp. Matt, 
ii. 13. IT Arise. See Note, Luke x v. 18. 
fi Andgo, Slc. PhiHp had been employed 
in Samaria. As God now intended to 
send the gospel to another place, he gave 
a special direction to Philip to go and 
convey it. It is evident that God design- 
ed tlie conversion of this eunuch ; and the 
direction to Philip shows how he accom- 
plishes his designs. Tt is not by miracle, 
but by the use of means. It is not by di- 
rect power with cut truth, but it \h by a 
message fitted to the end. The salvation 
of a single sinner is an object worthy the 
attention of God. When such a sinner is 
converted, it is because God forms a plan 
or purpose to do it. When it is done he. 
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)il And he arose and went; and, 
behold, a man of Ethiopia, " an 
* eunuch of great authority under 
Gandace queen of the Ethiopians, 

a Zeph.3.10. b l8a.56.3-5. 



THE ACTS. [A. 1). S3 

who had the clrarge of all her trea- 
sure, and had come " to Jerusalem 
for to worship, 

S8 Was returning ; and, sitting 

c 2Chr.6.32,33. 



inclines his servants to labour; he directs 
viheir labours ; he leads his ministers ; and 
he prepares the way (ver. 28) for the re- 
ception of the truth, f Toward the south. 
That is, south of Samaria, where Philip 
was then labouring. % Unto Gaza. Gaza, 
or AzzAH (Gen. x. 19), was a city of the 
Philistines, given by Joshua to Judah 
(Josh. XV. 47. 1 Sam. vi. 17). It was one 
of the jive prinoioal cities of the Philis- 
tines. It was lb rnierly a large place ; was 
situated on an eminence, and commanded 
a beautiful prospect. It was in this place 
that Samson took away the gates of the 
city, and bore them off! Judg. xvi 2, 3. It 
was near Askelon, about sixty miles 
southwest from Jerusalem. IF Which is 
desert. This may refer either to the viay 
or to the place. The natural construction 
is the latter. In explanation of this, it is 
to be observed that there were tv)o towns 
of that name, Old and "NeyN Gaza. The 
prophet Zephaniah (ii. 4) said that Gaza 
should be /orsaA:en, i. e. destroyed. "This 
was partly accomplished by Alexander t)ie 
Great. (Jos. Antiq. b. xi. ch. viii. ^ 3, 4 ; b. 
xiii. ch. xiii. $ 3.) Another town was after- 
wards built of the same name, but at some 
distance from the former ; and Old Gaza 
was abandoned to desolation. Strabo siien- 
tions ' Gaza the desert/ and Diodorus Sicu- 
lus speaks of 'Old Gaza.' " (Robin. Cal- 
met.) Some have sup}>osed, however, that 
Luke refers hero to the road leading to 
Gaza, as being desolate and uninhabited. 
But I regard the former interpretation 
as most natural and obvious. "In this 
place, in 1823, the American missiona- 
ries, Messrs. Fisk and King, found Gaza, 
a town built of stone, making a very mean 
appearance, and containing about five 
thousand inhabitants." {Hall on ike 
Acts.) 

27. A man of Ethiopia. Gaza was near 
the confines between Palestine and Egypt. 
It was in the direct road from Jerusalem 
to Egypt. Ethiopia was one of the great 
kingdoms of Africa, part of which is now 
called Abyssinia. It is frequently men- 
tioned in Scripture under the name of 
Cush. But Gush comprehended a much 
larger region, including the southern part 
of Arabia, and even sometimes the coun- 
tries adjacent to the Tigris and Euphra- 
tes. Ethiopia proper lay south qf Egypt, 
on the Nile, and was bounded north by 



Egypt, that is, hy the cataracts near Sy- 
ene; east by the Red sea, and perha^^ 
part by the Indian Ocean ; south by un- 
known regions in the interior of Africa; 
and west by Lybia and the deserts. It 
comprehended the modern kingdoms of 
Nubia or Sennaar, and Abyssinia. The 
chief city in it was the ancient Meroe, 
situated on the island or tract of the same 
name, between the Nile and Ashtaboras, 
not far from the modern Shendi. {Robin- 
son's Calmet.) % An eunuch, &c. See 
Note, Matt. xix. 12. Eunuchs were com- 
monlj)- employed in attendance on the fe- 
males of the harem ; but the word is often 
used to denote any confidential oflicer, or 
counsellor of state. It is evidently so used 
here. U Of gr^ai authority. Of high rank ; 
an officer of the court. It is clear from 
what follows that this man was a Jew. 
But it is known that Jews were often 
raised to posts of high honour and distinc« 
tion in foreign courts, as in the case of 
Joseph in Egypt, and of Daniel in Baby- 
lon. % Under Candace, &c. Candace is 
said to have been the common name of 
the queens of Ethiopia, as Pharaoh was 
of the sovereigns of Egypt. This is ex- 
pressly stated by Pliny. (Nat Hist. vii. 29.) 
His words are, "The edifices of the city 
were few; a woman reigned there of the 
name of CANnACE, which name had been 
transmitted to these queens for many 
years." Strabo mentions also a queen of 
Ethiopia of the name of Candace. Speak 
ing of an insurrection against the Eomans, 
he says, " Among these were the officers 
of queen Candace, who in our days reign- 
ed over the Ethiopians." As this could 
not have been the Candace mentioned 
here, it is plain that the name was com- 
mon to these queens — a sort of royal title. 
She was probably q°ueen of Meroe, an 
important part of Ethiopia. (Bruce's Tra- 
vels, vol. ii. p. 431— Clarhe.) IT Who hhd 
the charge, &c. The treasurer w^as an 
officer of high trust and responsibility. 
IT And had come, &c. This proves that 
he was a Jev), or at least a Jewish prose- 
lyte. It was customary for the Jews in 
foreign lands, as far as practicable, to at 
tend the great feasts at Jerusalem. He 
had gone up to attend the Passover, &c 
See Note, ch. ii. 5. 

28. And sitting in his c'tariot. His car 
riage ; his vehicle. The form of the cai 
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in his chariot, read Esaias the pro- 
phet. 
29 Then « the Spirit said unto 

a Isa.65.2-l. Hos.6,3. 



riage is not known. In some instances 
the carriages of the ancients were placed 
on wheels ; in others, were borne on poles 
in the form of a litter or palanquin, by 
men, or mules, or horses. (See Calmet, 
art. CliarioL) H' Reading Esaias, &c, 
Isaiah. Reading doubtless the transla- 
tion of Isaiah called the Septuagint. This 
translation was made m EgypJ;, for the 
special use of the Jews in Alexandria and 
throughout Egypt, and was that which 
was commonly used. Why he was reading 
the Scriptures, and especially this prophet, 
is not certainly known. It is morally cer- 
tain, however, that he was in Judea at 
the time of the crucifixion and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus : that he had heard much 
of him ; that this would be a subject of 
discussion ; and it was natural for him, in 
returning, to look at the prophecies re- 
specting the Messiah, perhaps either to 
meditate on them as a suitable subject of 
incjuiry and thought, or perhaps to exa- 
mine the claims of Jesus of Nazareth to 
this office. The prophecy in Isa. liii. was 
so striking, and coincided so clearly with 
the character of Jesus, that it was natural 
for a candid mind to examine whether /le 
might not be the person intended by the 
prophet. — On this narrative we may re- 
mark, (1.) It is a proper and profitable 
employment on returning from worship to 
examine the sacred Scriptures. (2.) It is 
well to be in the habit of reading the 
Scriptures when we are on a journey. It 
may serve to keep the heart fiom worldly 
objects, and secure the affections for God. 
(3.) It is well at all times to read the Bi- 
ble. It is one of the means of grace. And 
it is when we are searching his will, that 
we obtain light and comfort. The sinner 
should examine with a candid mind the 
sacred volume. It may be the means of 
conducting him in the true path of salva- 
tion. (4.) God often gives us light in re- 
gard to the meaning of the Bible in unex- 
pected modes. How little did this eunuch 
expect to be enlightened ir the manner in 
which he actually was. Yet God, who 
intended to instruct and save him, sent 
the living teacher, and opened to him the 
sacred scriptures, and led him to the Sa- 
viour. It is probable (vex. 30) that he was 
reading it aloud. 

29. The Spirit. See Note, ver. 26. The 
Holy Spirit is here evidently intended. 
The thought in Philip's mind is here 



Philip, Go near, and join thyself to 
this chariot. 

30 And Philip ran thither to him- 



traced to his suggestion. All good 
thoughts and designs have the same 
origin. TF Join thyself. Join him in his 
chariot. Go and sit with him. 

30. And Fhilip ran, &;c. Indicating his 
haste, and his desire to obey the sugges- 
tions of the Spirit. A thousand difiicuities 
might have been started in the mind of 
Philip if he had reflected a little. The 
eunuch was a stranger ; he had the ^^, 
pearance of a man of rank ; he was en- 
gaged in reading ; he might be indisposed 
to be interrupted or to converse, &c. But 
Philip obeyed without any hesitation the 
monitions of the Spirit, and ran to him. — 
It is well to follow the first suggestions 
of the Spirit; to yield to the clear indica- 
tions of duty, and to perform it at once. 
Especially in a deed of benevolence, and 
in conversing with others on the subject 
of religion, our first thoughts are com- 
monly safest and best. If we do not fol- 
low them, the calculations of avarice, or 
fear, or some worldly prudence, are very 
apt to come in. We become alarmed, 
we are afraid of the rich and the great ; 
and we suppose that our conversation 
and admonitions will be unacceptable.— 
We may learn from this case, (1.) To do 
our duty at once, without hesitation or 
debate. (2.) We shall often be disap- 
pointed in regard to subjects of this kind 
We shall find candid, humble, Christian 
conversation far more acceptable to stran 
gers, to the rich, and to the great, than 
we commonly suppose. If, as in this case, 
they are alone ; if we approach them 
kindly ; if we do not rudely and harshly 
address them, we shall find most men 
willing to talk on the subject of religion. 
I have conversed with some hundreds ot 
persons on the subject of religion, and do 
not now recollect but two instances in 
which I was rudely treated, and in which 
it was not easy to gain a respectful and 
kind attention to Christian conversation. 
TT And heard him read. He was reading 
Zowc?— -sometimes the best way of impress- 
ing truth on the mind in our private read 
ing the Scriptures. ^ And said, &c. This 
question, there might have been reason to 
fear, would not be kindly received. But 
the eunuch's mind was in such a state 
that he took no oflence from such an in- 
quiry, though made by a footman, and a 
stranger. He doubtless recognised him 
as a brother Jew.— -It is an importan/ 
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and heard him read the prophet 
Esaias, and said, Understandest " 
thou what thou readest ] 

31 And he said, How ^ can I, ex- 
cept some man should guide '^ me 1 
And he desired Philip that he would 
come up and sit with him. 

32 The place of the scripture 

a Matt. 13.23,51. Ep,5.17. b Ro.10.14. c Ps.25.9. 

question to ask ourselves when we read 
(he sacred Scriptures. 

31. And he said, &c. This was a gene- 
rti.^ acknowledgment of his need of direc- 
tion. It evinced a humble state of mind. 
It was an acknowledgment, also, origi- 
nating probably from this particular pas- 
sage which he was reading. He did not 
understand how it could be applied to the 
Messiah; how the description of his hu- 
miliation and condemnation (ver. 33) could 
be reconciled to the prevalent ideas of 
his being a prince and a conqueror. The 
same sentiment is expressed by Paul in 
Rom. X, 14. The circumstances, the state 
of mind in the eunuch, and the result, 
strongly remind one of the declaration in 
Ps. XXV. 9, "• The meek will he guide in 
judgment, and the meek will he teach his 
way." ^" A?id he desired, &c. He was 
wilhng to receive instruction even from 
a stranger. — The rich and the great may 
often receive valuable instruction from a 
stranger, and from a poor, unknown man. 

32. The place, &c. Isa. liii. 7, 8. II He 
was led, &c. This quotation is taken lite- 
rally from the Septuagint. It varies very 
little from the Hebrew. It has been al- 
most universally understood that this 
place refers to the Messiah; and Philip 
expressly applies it to him. The word 
" was led" ('^%6vi) implies that he was 
conducted by others; that he was led 
as a sheep is led to be killed. The 
general idea is that of meekness and sub- 
mission when he was led to be put to 
death; a description that applies in a 
very striking manner to the Lord Jesus. 
ir To the slaughter. To be killed. The 
characteristic here recorded is more re- 
markable in the sheep than in any other 
animals. H And like a lamb dumb, &c. 
StiU patient, unresisting. '^ So he opened 
not his mouth. He did not complain, or 
murmur; he offered no resistance, but 
yielded patiently to what was done by 
others. 

33 In his humiliation. This varies 
from the Hebrew, but is copied exactly 
from the.:Septuagint, showhig that he was 
reading the Septuagint. The Hebrew is 



which he read was vhis, '^ He was 
led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
and like a lamb dumb before his 
shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 
33 In his humiliation his judg- 
ment w^as taken away : and who 
shall declare his generation 1 foj 
his life is taken from the earth. 

d Isa.53.7,8. 



"he was taken from prison, and fi^m 
judgment." The word rendered " prison" 
denotes any kind of detention, or even 
oppression. It does not mean, as with us, 
to be confined in a prison or jail, but may 
mean custody, and be applied to the de- 
tention or custody of the Saviour when 
his hands were bound, and he was led to 
be tried. Note, Matt, xxvii. 2. It is not 
known why the LXX. thus translated the 
expression " he was taken from prison," 
&c. by "in his humiliation." &c. The 
word " from prison" may mean, as has 
been remarked, however, from oppres- 
sion, and this does not differ materially 
from humiliation ; and in this sense the 
LXX. understood it. The meaning of the 
expression in the Septuagint and the Acta 
is clear. It denotes that in his state of 
oppression and calamity, when he was 
destitute of protectors and friends, when 
al the lowest state of his humiliation, and, 
therefore, most the object of pity, that in 
addition to that, justice was denied him , 
his judgment — a just sentence — ^^ was taken 
away, or withheld, and he was delivered 
to be put to death. His deep humili-ation 
and friendless state was followed by an 
unjust and cruel condemnation, when no 
one would stand forth to plead his cause. 
Every circumstance thus goes to deepen 
the view of his sufferings. IT Bis judg- 
ment. Justice, a just sentence, was de- 
nied him, and he was cruelly condemned. 
IF And who shall declare his generation ? 
The word generation used here, properly 
denotes posterity; then an age of man- 
kind, comprehending about thirty years, 
as we speak of this and the next genera- 
tion ; then it denotes the men of a particu- 
lar age or time. Very various interpre- 
tations have been given of this expression. 
Lowth translates it, " his manner of life 
who would declare?" referring, as ha 
supposes, to the fact that when a prisonei 
was condemned and led to execution, it 
was customary for a proclamation to be 
made by a crier in these words, " Who- 
ever knows any thing about his inno' 
cence, let him come and declare it. 
This passage is taken from the Gemnr? 
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34 And the eunuch answered 
Philip, and said, I pray thee, of 

of Babylon. (Kennicoti, as quoted by 
Lowth./ " The same Gemara of Babylon 
on this passage adds, "that before the 
death of Jesus, this proclamation was 
made forty days ; but no defence could be 
found" — a manifest falsehood ; and a 
story strikingly illustrative of the charac- 
ter of the Jewish writings. The Gemara 
was written sometime after Christ, per- 
haps not far from the year 180 {Lardner), 
and is a collection of commentaries on the 
traditional laws of the Jews. That this 
custom existed is very probable ; but it is 
certain that no such thing was done on the 
trial of the Saviour. But instances are 
wanting where the word "generation" 
has this meaning. The Chaldee para- 
phrase translates the passage in Isaiah, 
" He shall collect our captivity from in- 
firmities and vengeance ; and who can 
declare what wonderful things shall be 
done for us in his days?" Others have 
referred this question to his Deity, or di- 
vine generation ; intimalmg that no one 
could explain the mystery of his eternal 
generation. But the word in the Scrip- 
tures has no such signification ; and such 
a sense would not suit the connexion. 
(See Calvin in loco.) Others have refer- 
red it to his own spiritual posterity, his 
disciples, his family; 'the number of his 
friends and followers who could enume- 
rate?' {Calvin, Beza, &c.) But this as 
little suits the connexion. Another sense 
which the word has, is to denote the men 
of any particular age or time. Matt. xi. 16 ; 
xxiii. 36. LuKe xvi. 8, &c. And it has 
been supposed that the question here 
means, * Who can describe the character 
and wickedness of the generation when 
he shall live— the enormous crime of that 
age, in putting him to death V This, per- 
haps, is the most probable interpretation 
of the question, for these reasons: (1) It 
is the most usual signification of the word 
(see Schleusner), and would be its obvi- 
ous meaning in any other connexion. 
(2.) It suits the connexion here. For the 
^xo'^hQt immediately adds as a reason for 
the fact that no one can describe that 
generation, that he was put to death — a 
ieed so enormous, as to make it impossi- 
ble ta describe the wickedness of the gene- 
ration that would do it. This was the 
sum, the crowning act of human guilt — 
4 deed so enormous as to defy all attempt 
at description. The murder of the Mes- 
aiah ; the crucifixion of the Son of God ; 
the kilhng of the highest messenger that 



whom speaketh the prophet this 1 
of himself, or of some other m xn 1 



heaven could send, was the consumma- 
tion of all earthly wickedness. There 
was no other deed so enormous that could 
be performed; and there were no words 
to describe this. The same thing is im- 
plied in what the Saviour himself said 
(Matt, xxiii. 37, 38, and Luke xiii. 34, 35, 
xix. 42), " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem," &c. 
The idea in these places is, that notwith 
standing their sin in killing the prophets, 
and stoning those that had been sent to 
them, he would still have been willing to 
receive and pardon them, but for this 
enormous act of wickedness in putting 
the Messiah to death — a deed which they 
were about to accomplish, and which 
should be attended with the destruction 
of their state and nation. The Hebrew 
word " declare" (Isa, liii. 8), means pro- 
perly to meditate, to think of, and then, to 
speak, to declare. It means probably in 
that p>lace, * Who can think of, who can 
conceive the enormity of the crimes of 
that age, so as fully to publish or declare 
them.' "^ For his life, &c. This is the 
act of wickedness just referred to — put- 
ting tlie Messiah to death. The Hebrew 
is, " For he was cut off from the land of 
the living," i. e. he was put to death 
The expression used in the Acts was 
taken from the Septuagint, and means 
substantially the same as the Hebrew. 

34. Answered Philip. That is, addressed 
Philip. The Hebrews often use the word 
answer as synonymous with addressing 
one, whether he had spoken or not. IT Of 
himself, &c. This was a natural inquiry 
for there was nothing in the text itself 
that would determine expressl)? to whom 
the reference was. The ancient Jews 
expressly applied the passage to the Mes- 
siah. Thus the Targum of Jonathan on 
Isa. lii. 13, " Behold, my servant shall deal 
prudently," &c., renders it, " Behold, my 
servant, the Messiah, shall be prospered," 
&c. But we should remember that the 
eunuch was probably not deeply versed 
in the Scriptures. We should remember, 
further, that he had just been at Jerusa- 
lem, and that the public mind was agi- 
tated about the proceedings of the sanhe- 
drim in putting Jesus of Nazareth, who 
claimed to be the Messiah, to death. It 
is by no means improbable that this pas- 
sage had been urged as a proof that he 
was the Messiah,- and that the Jews, t« 
evade the force of it, had maintained that 
it referred to Isaiah or Jeremiah — as they 
have since done. Yet the subject was so 
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35 Tiien Philip opened his 
mouth, and began ° at the same 
scripture, and * preached unto him 
.lesus. 

3G And as they went, on their 
way, they came unto a certain wa- 
ter: and the eunuch said, See, here 

aLu.24.27. ic.18.28. c c.10.47. 



important and so difficult, that it had oc- 
cupied the attention of the traveller dur- 
ing his journey ; and his question shows 
that he had been deeply pondering the 
mqniry whether it could refer to Isaiah, 
or whether it must have reference to the 
Messiah. In this state of suspense pnd 
agitation, when his mind was just fitted 
to receive instruction, God sent a messen- 
ger to guide him. — He often thus pre- 
pares, by his providence, or by a train of 
affecting and solemn events, the minds of 
men for a reception of the truth ; and then 
he sends his messengers to guide the mind 
thoughtful and anxious, in the way of 
peace and salvation. 

35. Opened his mouih. ^ce Matthew. 
v. 2. If At the same scripture. Takmg 
this as a text to be illustrated. IT Preached 
u?ito him Jesus. Showed him that Jesus 
of Nazareth exactly answered to the de- 
scription of the prophet ; and that there- 
fore the prophet referred to the Messiah, 
and that that Messiah was Jesus of Naza- 
reth. How far Philip detailed the cir- 
cumstances of the life and death of Christ 
is unknown. What follows shows also 
that he stated the design of baptism, and 
the duty of being baptized. 

36. As they went on their way. In their 
journey. ^ A certain water. The expres- 
sion used here does not determine whe- 
ther this was a river, a brook, or a pond 
or standing pool. And there are no cir- 
cumstances to determine that. It is well 
known, however, that there is ho large 
river, or very considerable stream in this 
vicinity. All that is intimated is, that 
there was water enough to perform the 
rite of baptism, whether that was by 
sprickling, pouring, or immersion. It 
must be admitted, I thinic, that there 
might have been water enough for 
either. Grotius says they came " to a 
fountain which was in the neighbour- 
nood of Bethsora, in the tribe of Juda, at 
the twentieth milestone from -<:Elia (Jeru- 
salem) to Hebron." This is, however, a 
tradition taken from Eusebius. The place 
's still shown. (Fococke.) IT What doth 
hinder me, &c. This shows that he had 
been instructed by Philip in the nature 



is water ; what doth '^ hinder me tc 
he baptized 1 

37 And Philip said, If '^ thou be- 
lievest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest. And he answered and 
said, I ^ believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God. 

d Mar.l6.16.c.8.12. e Jno.11.27. ICor 12.3, IJno.4.15. 



and design of baptism. It evinces also 
a purpose at once to give himself to Christ, 
to profess his name, and lo be dedicated 
to his service. IT To he baptized. On the 
meaning of the wf rd baptize, see Note, 
Matt. iii. 6. 

37. And Philip said, &c. This Was 
then stated to be the proper quahfication 
for making a profession of religion. The 
terrns are, (1.) Faith, that is, a reception 
of Jesus as a Saviour ; yielding the mind 
to the proper influences of the truths of 
redemption. See Note, Mark xvi. 16. 
(2.) There is required not merely the as- 
sent of the understanding, but a surrender 
of the heart, the will, the affections, to the 
truth of the gospel. As these were the 
proper qualifications then, so they are 
now. Nothing less is required ; and no- 
thing but this can constitute a proper 
qualification for the Lord's supper. IT i 
believe, &c. This profession is more than 
a professed belief that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah. The name Christ implies that. ' I 
believe that Jesus the Messiah' is, &c. In 
addition to this, he professed his belief 
that he was the Son of God — showing 
either that he had before supposed that 
the Messiah would be the Son of God, or 
that Philip had instructed him on that 
point. It was natural for Philip in dis- 
coursing on the humiliation and poverty 
of Jesus, to add also that he sustained a 
higher rank of being than a man, and was 
the Son of God. What precise ideas the 
eunuch attached to this expression cannot 
be now determined. This verse is want- 
ing in a very large number of manuscripts 
(Mill), and has been rejected by many 
of the ablest critics. It is also omitted in 
the Syriac and Ethiopic versions, it is 
not easy to conceive why it has been 
omitted in almost all the Greek MSS. un- 
less it is spurious. If it was not in the 
original copy of the Acts, it was probably 
inserted by some early transcriber, and 
was deemed so important to the connex- 
ion, to show ;hat the eunuch was not ad- 
mitted hastily to baptism, that it was af- 
terwards retained. It contains, however, 
an important truth, elsewhere abundantly 
taugtit in the Scriptures, that faith is ne- 
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38 And he commanded the cha- 
riot to stall d still : and they went 
down both into the water, both 
Philip ard the eunuch ; and he 
baptized him. 



cessary to a proper profession of reli- 
gion. 

38. And they went down hoth into the 
water. This passage has been made the 
subject of much discussion on the subject 
of baptism. It has been adduced in 
proof of the necessity of immersion. It is 
not proposed to enter into that subject 
here. See Note, Matt. iii. 6. It may be 
remarked here that the preposition £»?, 
translated here " into," does not of neces- 
sity mean that. Its meaning would be as 
well expressed by "to" or "unto," or as 
we should say, * they went to the water,' 
without meaning to determine whether 
they went into it or not. Out of twenty- 
six signi^caXions which Schleusner has 
given the word, this is one. John xi. 38, 
" Jesus therefore groaning in himself, 
Cometh to (n's) the grave" — assuredly not 
into the grave. Luke xi. 49, " I send them 
prophets." Greeli, 'I send to (at?) them 
prophets' — to them, not into them. Comp. 
Rom. ii. 4. I Cor. xiv. 36. Matt. xii. 41, 
"They repented at (e/s) the preaching of 
Jonas" — not into his preaching. John iv. 
5, " Then cometh he to (si?) a city of Sa- 
maria," that is, near to it, for the context 
shows that he had not yet entered into it. 
Comp. ver. 6. 8. John xxi. 4, " Jesus stood 
on (sis) the shore," that is, not i?}, but near 
the shore. These passages show that the 
word does not necessarily mean that they 
entered into the water. But (2.) If it did, 
it does not necessarily follow that the eu- 
nuch was immersed. There might be 
various ways of baptizing, even after they 
were in the water, besides immersing. 
Sprinkling or pouring might be performed 
there as well as elsewhere. (3.) It is in- 
cumbent on those who maintain that im- 
mersion is the only valid mode of baptism, 
to prove that this passage cannot possibly 
mean any thing else, and that there was 
no other mode practised by the apostles. 
(4.) It would be still incumbent to show 
that if this were the common and even 
the only mode then, in a warm climate, 
&c. that it is indispensable that this mode 
should be practised every where else. 
No such positive command can be ad- 
duced. And it follows, therefore, that it 
cannot be proved that immersion is the 
only lawful mode of baptism. See Note, 
Matt. ih. 6. 

N 



39 And when they were come up 
out of the water,. the Spirit of the 
Lord " caught away Philip, that the 
eunuch saw him no more : and he 
went on his way rejoicing.* 



I lKi.18.12. Eze.3,12,14. 
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39. Out qfthe^ater, (ix.) This prepos- 
tion stands opposed to eic, " into ;" and as 
that may mean to, so this may mean/rom, 
if that means into, this means here out of 
TT 7%e Spirit of the Lord. See ver. 29 
The Spirit had suggested to Philip to go 
to meet the eunuch and the same Spirit, 
now that he had fulfilled the design of 
his going there, diiected his departure. 
IT Caught away. This phrase has been 
usually understood of a forcible or mira- 
cidous removal of Philip to some other 
place. Some have even supposed that 
he was borne through the air by an angel. 
(See even Doddridge.) To such foolish 
interpretations have many expositors been 
led. The meaning is, clearly, that the 
Spirit, who had directed Philip to go near 
the eunuch, now removed him in a simi- 
lar manner. That this is the meaning is 
clear, (1.) Because it accounts for all that 
occurred. It is not wise to suppose the 
existence of a miracle, except where the 
effect cannot otherwise be accounted for, 
and except where there is a plain state- 
ment that there was a miracle. (2.) The 
word ".caught away" ('ij^Trcto-s) does not 
imply that there was a miracle. The 
word properly means to seize and bear 
away any thing violently, without the 
consent of the owner, as robbers and 
plunderers do. Then it signifies to remove 
any thing in a forcible manner ; to make 
use of strength or power to remove it. 
Acts xxiii. 10. Matt. xiii. 19. John x. 28, 
2 Cor. xii. 2, 4, &c.In no case does it ever 
denote that a miracle is performed. And 
all that can be signified here is, that the 
Spirit strongly admonished Philip to go to 
some other place ; that he so forcibly cr 
vividly suggested the duty to his mind, as 
to tear him away, as it were, from the so 
ciety of the eunuch. He had been deeply 
interested in the case. He would have 
found pleasure in continuing the journey 
with him. But the strong convictions of 
duty urged by the Holy Spirit, impelled 
him, as it were, to break off this new and 
interesting acquaintanceship, and to go to 
some other place. The purpose for which 
he Was sent, to instruct and baptize the 
ennuch, was accomplished, and now he 
was called to some other field of labour.— 
A similar instance of interpretation hag 
been considered in the Notes on Matt. 
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40 But Philip was found at 
Azotus > and passing through, he 

IV. 5. If A7id he went, on his way rejoicing. 
His mind was enlightened on a perplex- 
lag passage of Scripture. He was satis- 
fied respecting tiie Messiah. He was 
baptized ; and he experienced that which 
all feel who embrace the Saviour and are 
baptized, joy. It was joy resulting from 
the fact that he was reconciled to God ; 
and a joy, the natural effect of having 
done his duty promptly, in making a pro- 
fession of religion. — If we wish happiness, 
if we xvould avoid clouds and gloom, we 
shall do our duty at once. If we delay 
till to-morrow what we ought to do to- 
day, we may expect to be troubled with 
melancholy thoughts. If we find peace, 
it will be in doing promptly just that 
which God requires at our hands. — This 
is the last that we hear of this man. Some 
have supposed that this eunuch carried 
the gospel to Ethiopia, and preached it 
there. But there is strong evidence to 
believe that the gospel was not preached 
there successfully until about the year 
330, when it was introduced by Frmnen- 
tills, sent to Abyssinia for that purpose by 
Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria. — From 
this'narrative we may learn, (1.) That God 
often prepares the mind to receive the 
truth. (2.) That this takes place some- 
times with the great and the noble, as 
well as the poor and obscure. (3.) We 
should study the Scriptures. It is the 
way in which God usually directs the 
mind in the truths of religion. (4.) They 
who read the Bible with candour and 
care, may expect that God will, in some 
mode, guide them into the truth. It will 
often be in a way which they least ex- 
pect ; but they need not be afraid of be- 
ing left to darkness or error. (5,) We 
should be ready at all times to speak to 
sinners. God often prepares their minds, 
as he did that of the eunuch, to receive 
the truth. (6.) We should not be afraid 
of the great, the rich, or of strangers. God 
often prepares their minds to receive the 
truth ; and we may find a man willing to 
hear of the Saviour where we least ex- 
pected it. (7.) We should do our duty 
m this respect, as Philip did, promptly. 
We should not delay or hesitate ; but 
ehould at once do that which we believe 
m in accordance with the will of God. 
Soe Ps. csix. 60, 

40. But Philip was found. That is, he 
{Jame to Azotus, or he was not heard of 
until hs reached Asctus. The word is 
ofton us©d in this senae. See 1 Chron. 



preached ki all the cities, till he 
came to Cesarea. 



xxix. 17, margin. 2 Chron. sxix. 29, mar* 
gin. Gen. ii 20. See also Luke xvii. 18. 
Rom. vii. 10. In all these places the wovd 
is used in the sense of to be, or to be pre- 
sent. It does not mean hero that there 
was any miracle in the case, but that Phi- 
lip, after leaving the eunuch, came to or 
was in Azotus. TF Azotus. This is the 
Greek name of the city which by the 
Hebrews was called Ashdod. It was one 
of the cities which were not taken by Jo 
shua, and which remained in the posses- 
sion of the Philistines. It was to this 
place that the ark of God was sent when 
it was taken by the Philistines from the 
Israelites ; and here Dagon was cast down 
before it. 1 Sam. v. 2, 3. Uzziah, king of 
Judah, broke down its wall, and built 
cities or watch-towers around it. 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 6. It was a place of great strength 
and consequence. It was distant about 
thirty miles from Gaza. It was situated 
on the coast of the Mediterranean, and 
was a seaport. The distance which Phi- 
lip had to travel, therefore, was not very 
great, and as Azotus lay almost directly 
north of Gaza, it shows that in order to 
reach it, he must have parted from tho 
eunuch, whose route was almost directl'v 
south of Gaza. It is at present inhabitetl 
by Arabs chiefly, and is by them called 
Mezdel. Dr. Wittman describes it at pre- 
sent as being entered by two small gates. 
In passing through it, he saw several 
fragments of columns, capitals, &c. In the 
centre of the town is a handsome mosque 
with a minaret. The surrounding coun- 
tiy is represented as remarkably verdan? 
and beautiful. In the neighbourhood 
there stands an abundance of fine old 
olive-trees, and the region around it is fer- 
tile. •?[ He preached in all the cities. Jop- 
pa, Lydda, Askalon, Arimathea, &c. lying 
along the coast of the Mediterranean. 
IT Cesarea. This city was formerly called 
Strata's Tower. It is situated on the 
coast of the Mediterranean, at the mouth 
of a small river, and has a fine harbour 
It is thirty-six miles south of Acre, and 
about sixty-two northwest of Jerusalem, 
and about the same distance northeasi 
of Azotus. This city is supposed by some 
to be the Hazor mentioned in Josh xi. 1. 
It was rebuilt by Herod the Great, and 
named Ccesarea In honour of Augustus 
Caesar. The city was dedicated to him • 
the seaport was called Sebaste, the Greek 
word for Augustus. It w^as adorned willj 
ffiO«t splendid houses ; and tlu- temple oi 
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Caesar was erected by Herod over-against 
the mouth of the haven, in which was 
placed the statue of the Roman emperor. 
it' became the seat of the Roman gover- 
nor while Judea was a Roman province. 
Acts xxiii. 33; xxv. 6. 13. Philip after- 
wards resided at this place. See Acts 
xxi. 8, 9. Cesarea at present is inhabited 
only by jackals and beasts of prey, " Per- 
haps," says Dr.Clarke, "there has not been 
in the history of the world an example of 
any city that in so short a space of time 
rose to such an extraordinary height of 
splendour as did this of Cesarea ; or that 
exhibits a more awful contrast to its for- 
mer magnificence, by the present desolate 
appearance of its ruins. Not a single in- 
iiabitant remains. Of its gorgeous pala- 
ces and temples, enriched with the choic- 
est works of art, scarcely a trace can be 
discerned. Within the space of ten years 
after laying the foundation, from an ob- 
scure fortress, it became the most flourish- 
ing and celebrated city of all Syria." Now 
It is in utter desolation. (See Robinson's 
Calmet, Art. Ccemrea,) 

CHAPTER IX. 

This chapter commences a very impor- 
tant part of the Acts of the Apostles — the 
conversion and labours of Saul of Tarsus. 
The remainder of the book is chiefly oc- 
cupied with an account of his labours and 
trials in the establishment of churches, 
and in spreading the gospel through the 
Gentile world. As the fact that the gos- 
pel was to be thus preached to the Gen- 
tiles was a very important fact, and as the 
toils of the apostle Paul and his feliow- 
labourers for this purpose were of an ex- 
ceedingly interesting character, it was 
desirable to preserve an authentic record 
of those labours; and that record we 
have in the remainder of this book. 

1. And Saul. Note, eh. vii. 58 ; viii. 3. 
He had been engaged before in persecut- 
ing the Christians, but he now sought op- 
portunity to gratify his insatiable desire 
on a larger scale. IT Yet breathing. Not 
satisfied with what he had done. ch. viii. 
3. The word breathing out is expressive 
often oi any deep, agitating emotioi* as 
we then breathe rapidly and violently. It 
5 thus expressive of violent anger. The 
emotion is absorbing, agitating, exhaust- 
ing, and demands a more rapid circula- 
tion of blood to supply the exhausted 
vitality » and this demands ar ncreased 



against the disciples of th€- Lordi 
went unto the high-priest, 

3 And desired of him letters to 



supply of oxygen, or vital air, which leads 
to the increased action of the lungs. The 
word is often used in this sense ir. the 
classics. {Schleusner.) It is a favourite 
expression with Homer. Euripides has 
the same expression ; " Breathing out fire 
and slaughter." So Theocritus; "They 
came unto the assembly breathing mutual 
slaughter." Idyll, xxii. 82. IF Threatening. 
Denunciation ; threatening them with 
every breath — the action of a man vio- 
lently enraged, and who was bent on 
vengeance. It denotes also intense acti- 
vity and energy in persecution. TT Slaugh- 
ter. Murder. Intensely desiring to put 
to death as many Christians as possible. 
He rejoiced in their death, and joined in 
condemning them. Acts xxvi. 10, 11. From 
this latter place it seems that he had been 
concerned in putting many of them to 
death. IT The disciples of the Lord. 
Against Christians. IT Went unto the high' 
priest. Note, Matt. ii. 4, The lettera 
were written and signed in the name, 
and by the authority of the sanhedrim, oj 
great council of the nation. The high 
priest did it as president of that council. 
See ver. 14, and ch. xxii. 5. The high- 
priesi of that time was Theophilus, son 
of Ananus, who had been appointed at 
the feast of Pentecost, A. D. 37, by Vitel- 
lius, the Roman governor His brother 
Jonathan had been removed from that 
office the same year. (Kuinoel.) 

2. And desired of him. This shows the 
intensity of his wish to persecute the 
Christians, that he was willing to ask for 
such an employment, f Letters, Epistles, 
implying a commission to bring them to 
Jerusalem for trial and punishment. From 
this it seems that the sanhedrim at Jeru- 
salem claimed jurisdiction over all syna 
gogues every where. They claimed the 
authority of regulating every w'here the 
Jewish religion. H To Damascus. This 
was a celebrated city of Syria, and long 
the capital of a kingdom of that name. I 
is situated in a delightful region about 
one hundred and twenty miles northeast 
of Jerusalem, and about one hundred and 
ninety miles southeast of Antioch. It is 
in the midst of an extensive plain, abound 
ing with cypress and palm-trees, and ex- 
tremely fertile. It is watered by the river 
Barrady, ancientiy called Abana. 2 Kings 
V. 12. About five miles from the city is 
a place called the * meeting of tiie war 
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Damascus to the synagogues, that 
if he found any of ' this way, whe- 
ther they were men or women, he 

i or, the way. 



ters," where the Barrady is joined by an- 
other river, and thence is divided by art 
into several streams that flow through the 
plain. These streams, six or seven in 
number, are conveyed to water the or- 
chards, farms, &c. and give to the whole 
scene a very picturesque appearance. 
The city, situated in a delightful climate, 
in a fertile country, is perhaps among the 
most pleasant in the world. It is called 
by the Orientals themselves the paradise 
on earth. This city is mentioned often in 
the Old Testament. It was a city in the 
time of Abraham. Gen. xv. 2. By whom it 
was founded is unknown. It w^r^s taken and 
garrisoned by David, A. M. 2992. 2 Sam. 
viii. 6. 1 Chron. xviii. 6. It is subsequently 
mentioned as sustaining very important 
parts in the conflicts of the Jews with Syria. 
2 Kings xiv. 25; xvi. 5. Isa. ix. 11. It was 
taken by the Romans, A. M. 3939, or 
about sixty years before Christ; in whose 
possession it was when Saul went there. 
It was conquered by the Saracens, A. D. 
713. About the year 1250 it was taken 
by the Christians in the crusades, and was 
captured A. D. 1517, by Selim, and has 
been since under the Ottoman emperors. 
The Arabians call this city Damasch, or 
Demesch, or Schams. It is one of the most 
commercial cities in the Ottoman empire, 
and is distinguished also for manufactures, 
particularly for steel, hence called Damas- 
cus steel. I'he population is estimated by 
Ali Bey at two hundred thousand ; Vol- 
ney states it at eighty thousand ; Hassel, 
at one hundred thousand. About twenty 
thousand are Maronites of the Catholic 
church, five thousand Greeks, and one 
thousand are Jews. The road from Jeru- 
salem to Damascus lies between two 
inountains, not above a hundred paces 
distant from each other ; both are round 
at the bottom, and terminate in a point. 
Tha nearest the great road is called 
CocaK the star, in memory of the dazzling 
light which is here said to have appeared 
to Saul. IT 7b the synagogues. Note, 
Matt. iv. 23. The Jews were scattered 
mto nearly all the regions surrounding 
Judea; and it is natural to suppose that 
many of them would be found in Damas- 
c'ls. Josephus assures us that ten thou- 
sand were massacred there in one hour ; 
and at ano-ther time eighteen thousand, 
with their wives and children. {Jewish 
Wan b. ii. ch. xx. 5 2: b. vii ch. viii. ^ 7.) 



might bring them bound unto .leru 
salem. 
3 And ° as he journeyed, he came 

a ICor.lS.S. 



See Notes, Acts ii. 9—11. By whom the 
gospel was preached there, or how they 
had been converted to Christianity, is un- 
known. The presumption is, that some 
of those who had been converted on the 
day of Pentecost, had carried the gospel 
to Syria. '^\Thatif,&c. It would seem 
that ii was not certainly known that there 
were any Christians there. It was pre- 
sumed that there were; and probably 
there was a report of that kind. ^ Of 
this way. Of this way or mode of life ; 
of this kind of opinions and conduct; that 
is, any Christians. IT He might bring ihem, 
&c. To be tried. The sanhedrim at Je- 
rusalem claimed jurisdiction over reli- 
gious opinions ; and their authority would 
naturally be respected by foreign Jews. 

3. And as he journeyed. On his way , 
or while he was travelling. The place 
where this occurred is not known. Tm- 
dition has fixed it at the mountain now 
called Cocab. See Note, on ver. 2. All 
that we know of it is that it was near to 
Damascus. IT And suddenly. Like a 
flash of lightning. IF There s/iined round 
about him, &c. The language which is 
expressed here would be used in describ- 
ing a flash of lightning. Many critics 
have supposed that God made use cf a 
sudden flash to arrest Paul, and that he 
was thus alarmed and brought to reflec 
tion. That God might make use of such 
a means cannot be denied. But to this 
supposition in this case there are some 
unanswerable objections. (1.) It was de- 
clared to be the appearance of the Lord 
Jesus; ver. 27, "Barnabas declared unto 
them how that he had seen the Lord in 
the way.''' 1 Cor. xv. 8, "And last of all 
he was seen of me also." 1 Cor. ix. 1^ 
" Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord V 
(2.) Those who were milh Saul saw the 
light, but did not heajr the voice. Acta 
xxii. 9. See Note. This is incredible on 
the supposition that it was a flash of light 
ning near them. f3.) It was manifestly 
regarded as a message to Saul. The light 
appeared, and the voice spake to hi"^ 
The others did n©t even hear the address 
Besides, (4.) It was as easy for Jesus to 
appear in a supernatural manner, as to 
appear amidst thunder and lightning. 
That the Lord Jesus appeared, is dis- 
tinctly affirmed. And we shall see thai 
it is probable that he would appear in a 
supernatural manner. 



Hosted by 



Google 



A. D. 3o*.] 



CHAPTER II, 



i4S 



near])amasciis ; and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light from 
heaven : 

4 And he fell to the earth, and 



In order to understand this, it may be 
necessary to make the following remarks : 
(1.) God was accustomed to appear to the 
Je ws in a cloud ; in a pillar of smoke, or 
of fire ; in that peculiar splendour which 
they denominated the Shechinah. In this 
way he went before them into the land 
of Canaan. Ex. xiii. 21, 22. Comp. Isa. iv. 
5, 6. This appearance or visible mani- 
festation they called the glory of Jeho- 
vah. Isa. vi. 1—4. Ex. xvi. 7, "In the 
morning ye shall see the glory of the 
Lord." 10. Lev. ix. 23. Num. xiv. 10; xvi. 
19. 42; xxiv. 16. 1 Kings viii. 11. Ezek.x. 
4. Note, Luke ii. 9, " The glory of the 
Lord shone round about them." (2.) The 
Lord Jesus, in his transfiguration on the 
mount, had been encompassed with that 
glory. Notes, Matt. xvii. 1—5. (3.) He 
nad spoken of similar glory as pertaining 
to him ; as that which he had been in- 
vested with before his incarnation ; and 
to which he would return. John xvii. 5, 
" And now, Father, glorify thou me, &c. 
with the glory which I had with thee be- 
fore the world was." Matt. xxv. 31, 
"The Son of man shall come in his 
glory." Comp. Matt. xvi. 27 ; xix. 28. To 
this glory lie had returned when he left 
the earth. (A.) It is a sentiment which 
cannot be shown to be incorrect, that the 
various appearances of "the angel of Je- 
hovah," and of Jehovah, mentioned in the 
Old Testament, were appearances of the 
Messiah ; the God who should be incar- 
nate ; the peculiar protector of his people. 
See Isa. vi. comp. with John xii. 41. 
(5.)' If the Lord Jesus appeared to Saul, 
it would be in this manner. It would be 
in his appropriate glory and honour, as 
the ascended Messiah. That he did ap- 
pear is expressly aflirmed. (6.) This was 
271 occasion when, if ever, such an appear- 
ance was proper. The design was to con- 
vert an infuriated persecutor, and to make 
him an apostle. To do this it was neces- 
sary that he should see the Lord Jesus- 
1 Cor, ix. 1, 2. The design XVas further 
to make him an eminent instrument in 
carrying the gospel to the Gentiles. A 
signal miracle ; a demonstration that he 
was invested with his appropriate glory 
(John xvii. 5) ; a calling up a new witness 
to the fact of his resurrection, and hiss 
solemn investment with glory in the hea- 
vens, seemed to be required in thus call- 
ing a violent pei-secutor to be an apostle 
n2 



heard a voice saying tmto hiiii, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me?« 

5 And he said, Who art thou, 

a Matt.25.40,45. 



and friend. (7.) We are to regard this 
appearance, therefore, as the reappear- 
ance of the Shechinah, the Son of God 
invested with appropriate glory, appear- 
ing to convince an enemy of Ms ascen- 
sion, and to change him from a foe to a 
friend. 

It has been objected that as the Lord 
Jesus had ascended to heaven, that it 
cannot be presumed that his body would 
return to the earth again. To this we 
may reply, that the New Testament has 
thrown no light on this. Perhaps it is not 
necessary to suppose that his body re- 
turned, but that he made such a visible 
manifestation of himself as to convince 
Saul that he was the Messiah. IT From 
heaven. From above ; from the sky. In 
Acts xxvi. 13, Paul says that the light was 
above the brightness of the sun at mid- 
day. 

4. And he fell to the earth. He was as- 
tonished and overcome by the sudden 
flash of light. There is a remarkable 
similarity between what occurred here, 
and what is recorded of Daniel in regard 
to the visions which he saw. Dan. viii. 17. 
Also Dan. x. 8, "Therefore I was left 
alone, and saw this great vision; and 
there remained no strength in me, for my 
comeliness (vigour) was turned into cor- 
ruption, and r retained no strength." The 
effect was such as to overpower the body. 
IT And heard a voice. The whole com- 
pany heard a voice (ver. 7), but did not 
distinguish i<^ as addressed particularly to 
Saul. He heard it speaking to himself. 
% Saying unto him, &c. This shows that it 
was not thunder, as many have supposed. 
It was a distinct articulation or utterance, 
addressing Mm by name. ^ Saul, SauL 
A mode of address that is emphatic. The 
repetition of the name would fix his at- 
tention. Thus Jesus addresses Martha 
(Luke x. 41), and Simon (Luke xxii. 31), 
and Jerusalem (Matt, xxiii. 37). IT Why 
For what reason. Jesus had done him 
no injury ; had given him no provocation. 
All the opposition of sinners to the Lord 
Jesus and his church, is without cause. 
See Note, John xv. 25, " They hated me 
without a cause." IT Persecutest. Note, 
Matt. V. 11. f Thou me? Christ and his 
people are one. John xv. 1 — 6. To per 
secute them, therefore, was to persecute 
him. Matt. xxv. 40. 45. 

5. And he said, who art thou. Lord 
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Lord? And the Lord said, I am 
Jesus, whom thou persecutest : it is 
hard for thee to kick ^' against the 
pricks. 



The word Lord^exQ, as \? frequently the 
case in the New Testament, means no 
more than sir. John iv. 19. It is evident 
that Saul did not as yet know that this 
was the Lord Jesus. He heard the voice 
as of a man ; he heard himself addressed ; 
but by whom the words were spoken, 
was to him unknovt^n. In his amazement 
and confusion, he naturally asked who it 
was that was thus addressing him. IT And 
the Lord said. In this place the word 
LordJB used in a higher sense, to denote 
the ^viour. It is his usual appellation. 
See Note, Acts i. 24. T / am Jesus. It 
is clear from this, that there was a per- 
sonal appearance of the Saviour; that he 
was present to Saul ; but in what particu- 
lar /orm — whether seen as a man, or only 
appearing by the manifestation of his 
glory, is not affirmed. It was a personal 
appearance, however, of the Lord Jesus, 
designed to take the work of converting 
such a persecutor into his own hands, 
without the ordinary means. Yet he de- 
signed to convert him in a natural way. 
He arrested his attention; filled him with 
alarm at his guilt; and then presented the 
truth respecting himself. In ch. xxii, 8, 
the expression is thus recorded: "I am 
Jesus of Nazareth," &e. There is no 
contradiction, as Luke here records only 
a part, of what was said ; Paul afterwards 
stated the whole. This declaration was 
fitted peculiarly to humble and mortify 
Saul. There can ]?e no doubt that he 
had often blasphemed his name, and pro- 
fanely derided the notion that the Mes- 
siah could come out of Nazareth. Jesus 
here uses, however, that very designation. 
' I am Jesus the Nazarene, the object of 
your contempt and scorn.' Yet Saul saw 
hiin now invested with peculiar glory. 
IT It is hard, &c. This is evidently a pro- 
verbial expression. Kuinoel has quoted 
numerous places in which a similar mode 
of expression occurs in Greek writers. 
Thus Euripides, Bacch. 791, "I, who am 
a frail mortal, should rather sacrifice to 
him who is a God, than by giving place 
to anger, kick against the goads.'" So Pin- 
dar, Pyth. ii. 173, "It is profitable to bear 
willingly the assumed yoke. To kick 
dgainst the goad is pernicious conduct." 
So Terence, Phome. 1. 2. 27, "It is fool- 
ishness for thee to kick against a goad." 
Ovid has the same irJea., Trist. b. ii 15. 



6 And he, tremhling and asto« 
nished, said, Lord, what ^ wilt thou 
have me to do ? And the Lord saia 
unto him, Arise, and go into the 



The w^ord translated "pricks" here 
{y.ivr^a), mcaus propcrly any sharp point 
which will pierce or perforate, as the 
sting of a bee, &c. But it commonly 
means an ox-goad, a sharp piece of iron 
stuck into the end of a stick, with whi<;h 
the ox is urged on. These goads amrng 
the Hebrews were made very large 
Thus Shamgar slew six hundred » su 
with one of them. Judg iii. 31. Comp. 
1 Sam. xiii. 21. The expression To kick 
agaiJist the prick, or the goad, is derived 
from iiie action of a stubborn and unyield- 
ing ox, kicking against the goad. And as 
the ox would injure no one by it but him- 
self; as he would gain nothing; it comes 
to denote an obstinate and refractory dis- 
position 9nd course of conduct, opposing 
motir -0 lo good conduct; resisting the 
authoxity of him who has a right to com- 
mand ; and opposing the leadings of Pro- 
vience, to the injury of him who makes 
'iie resistance. It denotes rebellion against 
lawful authority, and thus getting into 
greater difficulty by attempting to oppose 
the commands to duty. This is the con- 
dition of every sinner. If men wish to be 
happy, they should cheerfully submit to 
the authority of God. They should not 
rebel against the dealings of Providence. 
They shoidd not murmur against their 
Creator. They should not resist the 
claims of their consciences. By all this 
they would only injure themselves. No 
man can resist God or his own conscience 
and be happy. And nothing is more dif- 
ficult than for a man to pursue a course 
of pleasure and sin against the admoni- 
tions of God and the reproofs of his own 
conscience. Men evince this temper in 
tho following ways : (1.) By violating 
plain . aws of God. (2.) By attempting to 
resist his claims. (3.) By refusing to do 
what their conscience requires. (4.) By 
grieving the Holy Spirit, by attempting to 
free themselves from serious impressions 
and alarms. They will return with re- 
doubled frequency and power. (5.) By 
pursuing a course of vice and wicked- 
ness against what they know to be right. 
(6.) By refusing to submit to the dealin^gs 
of Providence. And (7.) In any way by 
opposmg God, and refusing to submit to 
his authority, and to do what is right. 

6. And he tremhling. Alarmed at what 
he saw and heard, and at the conscious- 
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city, and it shall be told thee what 
thou must do. 



ness of his o'!»i evil course. It is not 
reniarivable that a sinner trembles when 
he sees his guilt and danger. ^ And as- 
tonished. At what he saw. IT Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ? This indicates a 
subdued soul; a humbled spirit. Just 
before, he had sought only to do his own 
will; now he inquired what was the 
will of the Saviour. Just before he was 
acting under a commission from the San- 
hedrim; now he renounced their su- 
preme authority, and asked what the 
Lord Jesus would have him to do. Just 
before he had been engaged in a career 
of opposition to the Lord Jesus ; now he 
sought at once to do his will. This indi- 
cates the usual change in the sinner. 
The great controversy between him and 
God is, whose will shall be followed. The 
sinner follows his own; the first act of 
the Christian is to surrender his own will 
to that of God, and to resolve to do that 
which he requires. We may further re- 
mark here, that this indicates the true 
nature of conversion. It is decided, 
prompt, immediate. Paul did not debate 
the matter (Gal. i. 16); he did not in- 
quire what the scribes and Pharisees 
would say ; he did not consult his own 
reputation ; he did not ask what the 
world would think. With characteristic 
promptness ; with a readiness which 
showed what he would yet be ; he gave 
himself up at once, and entirely, to the 
Lord Jesus ; evidently with a purpose to 
do his will alone. This was the case 
also with the jailer at Philippi. Acts xvi 
30. Nor can there be any real conver- 
sion where the heart and will are not 
given to the Lord Jesus, to be directed 
and moulded by him at his pleasure. 
VVe may test our conversion then by the 
example of the apostle Paul. If our 
hearts have been given up as his was, 
we are true friends of Christ, ^ Go into 
the city. Damascus. They were near it. 
ver. 3. IF Arid it shall be told thee. It is 
remarkable that he was thus directed. 
But we may learn from its (!•) That even 
in the most striking and remarkable cases 
of conversion, there is not at once a clear 
view of dut". What course of life 
should be followed ; what should be 
done ; nay , what should be believed, is not 
at once apparent. (2.) The aid of others, 
and especially of ministers, and of expe- 
rienced ChFABtians, is often very desira- 
ble to aid Gve.a those who are converged 
Hi ihe most remarkable manner. Saul 



7 And the men which journeyed 
with him stood speechless, heax" 



was converted by a miracle : the Savioui 
appeared to him in his glory; of tho 
truth of his Messiahship he had no doubt, 
but still he was dependent on an humble 
disciple in Damascus to be instructed in 
what he should do. (3.) Those w'ho are 
converted, in however striking a manner 
it may be, should be willing to seek the 
counsel of those who are in the church 
and in the ministry before them. The 
most striking evidence of dieir conver- 
sion will not prevent their deriving im- 
portant direction and benefit from the 
aged, the experienced, and the wise in 
the Christian church. (4.) Such remark- 
able conversions are fitted to induce the 
subjects of the change to seek counsel 
and direction. They produce humility, 
a deep sense of sin and of mi worthiness; 
and a willingness to be taught and di- 
rected by any one who can point out the 
way of duty and of life. 

7. And the men which journeyed with him. 
Why these men attended him is unknown. 
They might have been appointed to aid 
him, or they may have been travellers 
with whom Saul had accidentally fallen 
in. If Stood speechless. In Acts xxvi. 14, it 
is said that they all fell to the earth at the 
appearance of the light. But there is no 
contradiction. The narrative in that 
place refers to the immediate effect of 
"the appearance of the light. They were 
immediately smitten to the ground to- 
gether. This was before the voice spake 
to Saul. Acts xxvi. 14. In this place 
(ix. 7) the historian is speaking of what 
occurred after the first alarm. There is 
no improbability that they rose from the 
ground immediately, and surveyed the 
scene with silent amazement and alarm. 
The word sjmechless {sw&ol) properly do- 
notes those who are so astonished or stupi- 
fied as to be unable to speak. In the Greek 
writers it means those who are deaf and 
dumb. IT Hearing a voice. Hearing a sound 
or noise. The word here rendered voice is 
thus frequently used, as in Gen. iii. 8 
1 Sara. xii. 18. Ps. xxix. 3, 4. Matt. xxiv. 
31. (Greek,) 1 Thess. iv. 16. In Acts xxii. 
9, it is said, " They which were with me 
(Paul) saw indeed the light, and were 
afraid, but they heard not the voice of hira 
that spake to me." In this place, the 
words, " heard not the voice," must be 
understood in the sense of understanding 
the word.';, of hearing the address, the 
distinct articulation, which Paul heard 
They heard a noise, they were amazed 
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ing a voice, but "- seeing no man. 
8 And Saul arose from the earth ; 
dnd when his eyes were opened, he 
saw no man: hut they led him by 
the hand, and brought him into Da- 
mascus. 



and alarmed, but they did not hear the 
distinct words addressed to Saul. A 
similar instance we have in John xii. 28, 
29, when the voice of God came from 
heaven to Jesus. " The people who 
stood by and heard it said it thundered." 
They heard the sound, the noise ; they 
did 7iot distinguish the words addressed to 
him. See also Dan. x. 7, and 1 Kings 
xix. 11— 13. 

8. When his eyes were opened. He na- 
turally closed them at the appearance of 
the hght; and in his fright kept them 
closed for some time. IT He saw no man. 
This darkness continued three days. ver. 
9. There is no reason to suppose that 
there was a miracle in this blindness, for 
in ch. xxii. 11, it is expressly said to have 
been caused by the intense light. " And 
when 1 could not see for the glory of 
that light," &c. The intense, sudden light 
had so affected the optic nerve of the 
eye as to cause a temporary blindness. 
This effect is not uncommon. The dis- 
ease of the eye which is thus produced 
is called amaurosis, or more commonly 
guila Serena. It consists in a loss of sight 
without any apparent defect of the eye.' 
Sometimes the disease is periodical, com- 
ing on suddenly, continuing for three or 
four days, and then disappearing. {Web- 
ster.) A disease of this kind is often caus- 
ed by excessive light. When we look at 
the sun, or into a furnace, or into a cruci- 
ble, with fused raetal, we are conscious 
of a temporary pain in the eye, and of a 
momentary blindness. " In northern 
aiid tropical climates, from the glare of 
the sun or snow, a variety of araaurosis 
(gutta serena) occurs, which, if it pro- 
duces blindness during the day, is named 
nyctalopia, if during the night, hemera- 
lopia. Another variety exists in which 
the individual is blind all day, until a 
certain hour, when he sees distinctly, or 
he sees and i« blind every alternate day, 
or is only blind one day in the week, 
fortnight, or month." (Edin. Encyc. Art 
Surgery.) A total loss of sight has been 
the consequence of looking at the sun 
during an eclipse, or of watching it as it 
Bets in the west. This effect is caused by 
the intense action of the light on the op- 
tic nerve, or sometimes frdn a disorder 



9 And he was three days with 
out sight, and neither did eat not 
dyink. 

10 And there was a certain dis- 
ciple at Damascus, named Anani- 
as ;^ and to him said the Lord in a 



of the brain. A case is mentioned by 
Michaelis (Kmnoel in loco) of a man who 
was made blind by a bright flash of light- 
ning, and who continued so foi four 
weeks, who was again restored to sigh 
in a tempest by a similar flash of light- 
ning. Electricity has been found one of 
the best remedies for restoring sight in 
such cases > 

9. A?id neither did eat nor drink. Pro 
bably because he was overwhelmed with 
a view of his sins, and was thus indis- 
posed to eat. All the circumstances 
would contribute to this. His past life ; 
his great sins ; the sudden change in his 
views ; his total absorption in the vision ; 
perhaps also his grief at the loss of his 
sight, would all fill his mind, and indis- 
pose him to partake of food. Great grief 
always produces this effect And it is 
not uncommon now for an awakened and 
convicted sinner, in view of his past sins 
and danger, to be so pained, as to destro]^ 
his inclination for food, and to produce in 
voluntary fasting. We are to remembei 
also that Paul had yet no assurance of for 
giveness. He was arrested ; alarmed ; con- 
vinced that Jesus was the Messiah ; and 
humbled, but he had not comfort. He was 
brought to the dust, and left to three pain- 
ful days of darkness and suspense, before 
it was told him what he was to do. In 
this painful and perplexing state, it was 
natural that he should abstain from food. 
This case should not be brought now, 
however, to prove, that convicted sin- 
ners must remain in darkness and under 
conviction. Saul's case was extraordi- 
nary. His blindness was literal. This 
state of darkness was necessary to hum- 
ble him and fit him for his work. But 
the moment a sinner will give his he^irt 
to Christ he may find peace. If he re- 
sists, and rebels longer, it will be his own 
fault By the nature of the case, as well 
ac5 by the promises of the Bible, if a sin- 
ner will yield himself at once to the Lord 
Jesus, he may obtain peace. That sin- 
ners do not sooner obtain peace, is be- 
cause they do not sooner submit them- 
selves to God. 

10. A certain disciple. A Christian- 
Many have supposed that he was one of 
; the seventy disciples. But nothing more 
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visioi), Ananias. And he said, Be- 
hold, I am here^ Lord. 

11 And the Lord said unto him, 
Arise, and go into the street which 

is certainly known of him than is related 
here. He had \^ry probably been some 
time a Christian (ver. 13), and had heard 
of Saul, but was personally a stranger to 
him. In eh. xxii. 12, it is said that he w^as 
a devout man according to the law, hav- 
ing a good report of all the Jews which 
dwelt there. There was wisdom in send- 
mg sucii a Christian to Saul, as it might 
do much to conciliate the minds of the 
Jews there towards him. ^ Said the Lord. 
The Lord Jesus is alone mentioned in all 
this transaction. And as he had com- 
menced the work of converting Saul, it 
is evident that he is intended here. See 
Note, ch. i. 24. IF In a vision. Perhaps 
Dy a dream. The main idea is, that he 
vevealed his will to him in the case. The 
word vision is often used in speaking of 
the communications made to the prophets, 
and commonly means that future events 
were made to pass in review before the 
mind, as we look upon a landscape. See 
Isa. i. 1. Gen. XV. 1. Num. xii. 6. Ezek. 
XI. 24. Acts x. 3; xi. 5; xvi. 9. Dan. ii. 19; 
vii. 2; viii. 1, 2. 26; x. 7. Note, JMatt. 
xvii. 9. 

1 1. Into the street which is called Straight. 
This street extends now from the eastern 
to the western gate, about three miles, 
crossing the whole city and suburbs in a 
direct line. Near the eastern gate is a 
house, said to be that of Judah, in which 
Paul lodged. There is in it a very small 
closet, where tradition reports that the 
apostle passed three days without food, 
till Ananias restored him to sight. Tra- 
dition also says that he had here the 
vision recorded in 2 Cor. xii. 2. There is 
also in this street a fountain whose water 
IS drunk by Christians, in remembrance 
of that which, they suppose, the same 
fountain produced for the baptism of Paul. 
(Rob Cacmei.) ^ Of Tarsus. This city 
was the capital of Cilicia, a province of 
Asia Minor. It was situated on the banks 
of the river Cydrms. It was distinguished 
R)r the culture of Greek philosophy and 
literature, so that at one time in its 
schools, and in the number of its learned 
men, it was the rival of Athens and Alex- 
andria. In allusion to this, perhaps, Paul 
says that he was " born in Tarsus, a citi- 
zen of no mean city." Acts xxi. 39. In 
reward for its exertions and sacrifices 
during the civil wars of Rome, Tarsus 
was made a free city by Augustus. See 



is called Straight, and inquire in 
tlie house of Judas for one called 
Saul of Tarsus : for behold, he 
prayeth, 



Note, Acts xxii. 28. 24 ; xxi. 39 ; xvi. 37. 
H Behold he prayeth. This gives us a full 
mdication of the manner in which Saul 
passed the tnree days mentioned in ver 9. 
It is plain from what follows, that Anani- 
as regarded Saul as a foe to Christianity, 
and that he would have been apprehen- 
sive of danger if he were with him. ver. 
13, 14. This remark, "behold he pray- 
eth," is made to him to silence his fears, 
and to indicate the change in the feelings 
and views of Saul. Before, he was a per- 
secutor ; now his change is indicated by 
his giving himself to prayer. That Saul 
did not pray before, is not implied by this ; 
for he fully accorded with the customs of 
the Jews. Phil. iii. 4 — 6. But his prayers 
then vi^ere not the prayers of a saint. 
They were then the prayers of a Phari- 
see (comp. Luke xviii. 10, &c.) ; now they 
were the prayers of a broken-hearted shi- 
ner; then he prayed depending on his 
own righteousness; now, depending on 
the mercy of God in the Messiah, — We 
may learn here, (1.) That one indication 
of conversion to God is real prayer. A 
Christian may as well be characterized 
by that as by any single appellation — ' a 
man of prayer.' (2.) It is always the at- 
tendant of true conviction for sin, that we 
pray. The convicted sinner feels his dan- 
ger, and his need of forgiveness. Con- 
scious that he has no righteousness him- 
self, he now seeks that of another, and 
depends on the mercy of God. Before, 
he was too proud to pray ; now, he is will- 
ing to humble , himself through Jesus 
Christ, and ask for mercy. (3.) It is a suf- 
ficient indication of the character of any 
man to say, * behold, he prayB.' It at once 
tells us, better than volumes would with- 
out this, his real character. Knowing 
this, we know all about him. We at once 
confide in his piety, his honesty, his hu- 
mility, his willingness to do good. It is 
at once the indication of his state with 
God, and the pledge that he will do liis 
duty to men. We mean, of course, real 
prayer. Knowing that a man is sincere, 
and humble, and faithful in his private 
d-evotions, and in the devotions of his 
family, we confide in him, ond are will- 
ing at once to trust to his readiness to do 
all that he is convinced that he ought to 
do. Ananias, apprized of this in Saul, had 
full evidence of the change of his charac- 
ter, and was convinced that he ought to 
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12 And hath seon in a vision a 
man named Ananias coming iti, and 
putting his hand on him, that he 
might leceive his sight. 

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, 
i have heard by many of this man « 
how much evil he hath done to thy 
saints at Jerusalem : 

14 And here he * hath authority 
from the chief priests to bind all 
that call '^ on thy name. 

a lTim.1.13. b ver.2l. c lCor.1.2. 2Tini.2.22. 
<ic.l3.2, Ro.l.l. lCor.l5.10.Gal.l.l5. Eph.3.7,8. 

lay aside all his former views, and at once 
to seek him, and to acknowledge him as 
ft brother. 

12, And he hath seen in a vision, &c. 
When this was shown Vo Saul, or how, is 
not recorded. The vision was shown to 
Saul to assure him when he came that 
he was no impostor. He v^ras thus pre- 
pared to receive consolation from this dis- 
ciple. He was even apprized of his name, 
that he might be more confirmed. 

13,14. I have heard by many, &LC. This 
vas in the uis/on. ver. 10. 'The passage 
/ such a train of thoughts through the 
nnind was perfectly natural at the com- 
mand to go and search out Saul. There 
would instantly occur all that had been 
heard of his fury in persecution ; and the 
expression here may indicate the state of 
a mind amazed that such an one should 
need his counsel, and afraid, perhaps, of 
»ritrii&iing himself to one thus bent on 
persecution. All this evidently passed in 
the dream or vision of Ananias ; and per- 
haps cannot be considered as any delibe- 
rate unwillingness to go to him. It is 
clear, however, that such thoughts should 
have been banished, and that he should 
have gone at once to the praying Saul. 
When Christ commands, we should suffer 
no suggestion of oiir own thoughts, and 
no apprehension of our own danger, to 
interfere. IT By many. Probably many 
who had fled from persecution, and had 
taken refuge in Damascus. It is also evi- 
dent (ver. 14), that Ananias had been ap- 
prized, perhaps by letters from the Chris- 
tians at Jerusalem, of the purpose which 
Saul had in view in now going to Damas- 
cus. IT To thy saints Christians ; called 
saints (« 5^*0 <) because they are holy, or 
consecrated to God, 

15. Go thy way. This is often the only 
answer that we obtain to the suggestion 
Df our doubts and hesitations about duty. 
God tells us still to do vvhat he requires, 
R'ith an assurance only that his commands 



15 Bui, ^^uc Lord said unto hii:i, 
Go thy way : for ** he is a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear ray name 
before ^ the Gentiles, and kings, ^ 
and the ^ children of Israel. 

16 For I will shew him how 
great things he must suffer ^ for my 
name's sake. 

17 And Ananias went his way, 
and entered into the house; and 
putting * his hands on him, said; 

6Ro.ll.13, Gal,2.7,8. /c.23.23.&c. g- c,28,n,4&.. 
h c.20.23. 2Cor.ll,23-27. STim.l. 11,12. t c.8.17. 



are just, and that there are good reasons 
for them. IT A chosen vessel. The usual 
meaning of the word vessel is well known. 
It usually denotes a cup or basin, such aa 
is used in a house. It then denotes any 
uistrument which may be used to accom- 
plish a purpose, perhaps particularly with 
the notion of conveying or communicating. 
In the Scriptures it is used to denote the 
instrument or agent which God employs 
to convey his favours to mankind ; and is 
thus employed to represent the ministers 
of the gospel, or the body of the minister. 
2 Cor. iv. 7. 1 Thess. iv. 4. Comp. Isa. 
X. 5. Paul is called chosen because 
Christ had selected him, as he did his 
other apostles, for this service. Note, 
John XV. 16. IT To hear my name. To 
communicate the knowledge of me. IT Be 
fore the Gentiles. The nations ; all who 
were not Jews. This was the principal 
employment of Paiil. He spent his life 
in this, and regarded himself as peculiarly 
called to be the apostle of the Gentiles. 
Rom. xi. 13; xv. 16. Gal. ii. 8. ^ And 
kings. This was fulfilled, Acts xxv. 23, 
&c. xxvi. 32 ; xxvii. 24. IT And the chih 
dren of Israel. The Jews. This was done. 
He immediately began to preach to them^ 
ver. 20 — 22. Wherever he went, he 
preached the gospel first to them, and 
then to the Gentiles. Acts xiii. 46 ; xxviii 
17. 

16. For I will shew him, &c. FLi. 
seems to be added to encourage Ananias 
He had feared Saul. The Lord now in 
forms him that Saul, hitherto his enemy 
would ever after be his friend. He would 
not merely profess repentance, but would 
manifest the sincerity of it by enco-unter 
ing trials and reproaches for his sake. 
The prediction here was fully accom 
piished, ch. xx. 23. 2 Cor. xi. 23—27 
2Tim. i. 11, 12 

17. Putting his hands on him. This 
was not ordination, but w^as the usual 
mode of imparting or communif atiry 
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Br.)ther Saul, the Loiii, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way 
as thou earnest, hath sent me, that 
thou mightest receive thy sight, 
Hnd °be filled with the Holy Ghost. 



blessings. See Note Matt. xix. 13 ; ix. 18. 
^•Brother Saul. An expression recog- 
nising him as a fellow-christian. IT Be 
filled with the Holy Ghost. Note, Acts li. 4. 
18. As it had been scales, -'jc-s* >^s7rl^sg, 
Tne word wc-e/, " as it had been," is de- 
signed to qualify the following word. It 
is not said that scales literally fell from 
his eyes ; but that an effect followed as 
if scales had been suddenly taken off 
Evidently the whole expression is design- 
ed to mean no more than this. The 
effect was such as would take place if 
some dark, impervious substance had 
been placed before the eyes, and had 
been suddenly removed. The cure was 
as sudden, the sight was as immediate, 
as if such an interposing substance had 
been suddenly removed. This is all that 
the expression fairly implies, and this is 
all that the nature of the case demands. 
As the blindness had been caused by the 
natural effect of the light, probably on 
the optic nerve (ver. 8, 9, Note)yit is mani- 
fest that no literal removing of scales 
would restore the vision. We are there- 
fore to lay aside the idea of literal scales 
falling to the earth; no such thing is 
affirmed, and no such thing would have 
met the case. The word translated scales 
is used nowhere else in the New Tes- 
tament. It means properly the small 
crust or layer which composes a part of 
the covering of a fish, and also any thin 
layer or leaf exfoliated or separated ; as 
ficales of iron, bone, or a piece of bark, 
(fee. (Webster.) An effect similar to this 
is described in Tobit xi. 8. 13. It is evi- 
dent that there was a miracle in the 
healing of Saul. The blindness was the 
natural effect of the light. The cure was 
by miraculous power. This is evident, (1.) 
Because there were no means used that 
fvould naturally restore the sight. It 
may be remarked here that guita serena 
has been regarded by physicians as one 
of the most incurable of diseases. Few 
cases are restored ; and few remedies 
are efficacious. (See Ed. Encyc. Art. Sur- 
gery, on Amaurosis.) (2.) Ananias was sent 
for this very purpose to heal him. ver. 17. 
(3.) The immediate effect shows that this 
v/as miraculous. Had ^ been a slow re- 
covery, it might have been doubtful, 
but here it was instantaneous, and thus put 



18 And immediately there fell 
from his eyes as it had been scales j 
and he received sight forthwith 
and arose, and was baptized. 

19 And when he had receivccj 



beyond a question that it was a miracle. 
IT And was baptized. In this he followea 
the example of all the early converts to 
Christianity. They were baptized imme 
d lately. See Acts ii. 41 ; viii. 12. 36—39.. 

19." Had received meat. Food. The 
word meat has undergone a change since 
our translation was made. It then meant, 
as the original does, food of all kinds- 
IT With the disciples. With Christians. 
Comp. Acts ii, 42. IT Certain days. How 
long is not known. It was long enough, 
however, to preach the gospel, ver. 22. 
ch. xxvi. 20. It might have been for some 
months, as he did not go to Jerusalem 
under three years from that time. He 
remained some time at Damascus, and 
then went to Arabia, and returned again 
to Damascus, and then went to Jerusa- 
lem. Gal. i. 17. This visit to Arabia 
Luke has omitted, but there is no contra- 
diction. He does not affirm that he did 
not go to Arabia. 

We have now passed through the 
account of one of the most remarkable 
conversions to Christianity that has ever 
occurred — that of the apostle Paul. 
This conversion has always been just- 
ly considered as a strong proof of the 
Christian religion. For, (1.) This change 
could not have occurred by any want 
of fair prospects of honour. He was 
distinguished already as a Jew. He 
had had the best opportunities for edu- 
cation that the nation afforded. He had 
every prospect of rising to distinction 
and office. (2.) It could not have been 
produced by any prospect of wealth or 
fame, by becoming a Christian. Chris- 
tians were poor; and to be a Christian 
then was to be exposed to contempt, per- 
secution, and death. Saul had no reason 
to suppose that Ae would escape the com- 
mon lot of Christians. (3.) Ho was aa 
firmly opposed to Christianity before his 
conversion as possible. He had already 
distinguished hi mselffor his hostility. Inh" 
dels often say that Christians^ are preju> 
diced in favour of their religion. But here 
was a man, at first, a bitter infidel, and 
foe to Christianity, All the prejudices o£ 
his education, and his prospects, all his 
former views and feelings, were opposed 
to the gospel of Christ. He became 
however, one of its most firm advocate? 
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meat, he was strengthened. Then 
was Saul certain days with the 
disciples which were at Damas- 
cus.'* 

20 And straightway he preach- 
ed Christ in the synagogues, that 
he is the Son of God. 

^1 But all that heard him were * 
arcazed, and said. Is not this he '^ 

9C.26.20. Ga.1.17. i Ga.1.13,23. c c.8.3. 
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that destroyed them which called 
on this name in Jerusalem, and 
came hither for that intent, that he 
might bring them bound unto the 
chief priests V 

22 But Saul increased the more 
in strength, ^ and confounded the 
* Jews, which dwelt at Damascus., 
proving that this is very Christ. 

dPs.84.7. ec. 18.28. 



and friends ; and it is for infidels to ac- 
count for this change. There must have 
been some cause, some motive lor it ; 
and is there any thing more rational than 
the supposition, that Saul was convinced 
in a most strildng and wonderful manner 
of the truth of Christianity ? (4.) His sub- 
sequent life showed that his change was 
sincere and real. He encountered dan^- 
ger and persecution to evince his at- 
tachment to Christ ; he went from land 
to land, and exposed himself to every 
danger, and every mode of obloquy and 
scorn, always rejoicing that he was a 
Christian, and was permitted to suffer as 
a Christian ; and has thus given the 
highest proofs of his sincerity. If these 
sufferings, and if the life of Paul were 
not evidences of sincerity, then it would 
be impossible to fix on any circunistances 
of a man's life that would furnish proof 
that he was not a deceiver. (5,) li^ Paul 
was sincere ; if this conversion was ge- 
nuine, the Christian religion is true. 
Nothing else hut a religion from heaven 
could produce this change. There is 
here, therefore, the independent testimo- 
ny of a man, who was once a persecutor ; 
converted, not by the preaching of the 
apostles ; changed in a wonderful man- 
ner ; his whole life, views, and feelings 
revolutionized, and all his subsequent 
ilays evincing the sincerity of his feel- 
ings, and the reality of the change. He 
is just such a witness as infidels ought to 
De satisfied with ; whose testimony can- 
not be impeached ; who had no interested 
motives, and who was willing to stand 
forth any where, and avow his change of 
feeling and purpose. We adduce him as 
such a, witness ; and infidels are bound to 
dispose of his testimony, or to embrace 
the religion which he embraced. (6.) The 
example of Saul does not stand alone. 
Hundreds and thousands of enemies, 
persecutors, and slanderers have been 
changed, and each one becomes a living 
witness of the power and truth of the 
Christian religion. The scoffer becomes 
feveront: the prqfane n>an learns to 



speak the praise of God ; the sullen, hit- 
ter foe of Christ becomes his friend, and 
lives and dies under the infiuence of his 
religion. Could better proof be asked 
that this religion is from God ? 

20. And straightway. Immediately 
This was an evidence of the genuine- 
ness of his conversion, that he was willing 
at once to avow himself to be the frien^i 
of the Lord Jesus. IT He preached Chrisi. 
He proclaimed and proved that Jesus 
was the Christ, See ver. 22. Many ma- 
nuscripts read here Jesus insteatl at 
Christ. Griesbach has adopted this reart- 
ing. Such is also the Syriac, the Vulgate, 
and the Ethiopic. This reading accordti 
much better with the subject than the 
common reading. That Christ, or the 
Messiah, was the son of God, all admitted. 
In the New Testament the names Christ 
and Son of God are used as synonymous 
But the question was, whether Jesus was 
the Christ, or the Son of God, and thia 
Paul showed to the Jews Paul con- 
tinued the practice of attending the syna- 
gogues ; and in the synagogues any one 
had ^ right to speak, who was invited by 
the officiating minister. See ch. xiii. 15 
^ That he is the So7i of God. That he i^ 
the Messiah. 

21. Were amazed. Amazed at his sud 
uen and remarkable change. IF That 
destroyed. That opposed ; laid waste ; 
or persecuted. Conip. (loX. i. 1 3. f Fm- 
that intent. With that design, that n« 
might destroy the church at Damascua. 

22. Increased the more in strength. Hm 
conviction of the truth of the Christian re- 
ligion becarne stronger every day. Hencs 
his moral strength or boldness increas- 
ed. IT And confounded. See Acts ii. t* 
The word here means confuted. It meana 
also occasionally to produce a iumnH, 
or excitement. Acts xix. 32; xxi. 31 
Perhaps the idea of producing such a 
tumult is intended to be conveyed here. 
Paul confuted the Jews, and by so doin^^ 
he was the occasion of their tumultuous 
proceedings, or he so enraged them as to 
lead to grej^t agitation and exciien.eiit. 
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23 And afler that many days 
were fulfilled, the Jews took coun- 
sel <* to kill him. 



a c.23.12: 25.3. 



\ very common effect of close and con- 
clusive argumentation. IT Proving that 
this. This Jesus, "if Is very Christ. 
Greek. That this is the Christ. The 
word very means here simply the. Greek, 
8 X§*(rTos. It means that Paul shov^^ed by 
strong and satisfactory arguments, that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the true Messiah. 
The arguments which he would use may 
be easily conceived ; but the evangelist 
has not seen fit to record them. 

23. And after that many days,&c. How 
long a time elapsed before this, is not re- 
corded in this place ; but it is evident 
that the writer means to signify that a 
considerable time intervened. There is, 
therefore, an interval here which Luke 
has not filled up; and if this were the 
only narrative which we had, we should 
be at a loss how to understand this. From 
all that we know now of the usual con- 
duct of the Jews towards the apostles, 
and especially towards Paul, it would 
Beem highly improbable that this interval 
would be passed peaceably or quietly. 
Nay, it would be highly improbable that 
he would be allowed to remain in Da- 
mascus many days without violent perse- 
3ution. Now it so happens that by turn- 
ing to another part of the New Testament, 
we are enabled to ascertain the manner 
in which this interval was filled up. Turn 
then to Gal. i 17, and we learn from Paul 
himself that he went into Arabia, and 
spent some time there, and then returned 
again to Damascus. The precise tim,e 
which would be occupied in such a jour- 
ney is not specified ; but it would not be 
performed under a period of some months. 
In Gal. i. 18, we are informed that he did 
not go to Jerusalem until three years 
after his conversion ; and as there is rea- 
son to believe that he went up to Jerusa- 
lem directly after escaping from Damas- 
cus the second time (Acts ix. 25, 26), it 
seems probable that the three years were 
spent diiefly in Arabia. We have thus 
an account of the " many days" here re- 
ferred to by Luke. And in this instance 
we have a striking example of the truth 
and honesty of the sacred writers. By 
comparing these two accounts together, 
we arrive at the whole state of the case. 
Neither seems to be complete without 
the other. Luke has left a chasm w'nich 
he has nowhere else supphed. Bat that 
''.basm we are enabled to fill up from the 

o 



24 But their laying await was 
known of Saul. And they watched ^ 
the gates day and night, to kill him. 

Z) 2Cor.ll.26,&c. P5.21. 11; 37.32,33. 



apostle himself, in a letter written long 
after, and without any design to amend 
or complete the history of Luke : for the 
introduction of this history into the epislle 
to the Galatians was for a very different 
purpose — to show that he received his 
commission directly from the I^rd Jesus, 
and in a manner independent of the other 
apostles. The two accounts, therefoif 
are like the two parts of a tally ; neither 
is complete without the other,- and yet 
being brought together, they so exactly 
fit as to show that the one is precisely ad'- 
justed to the other. And as the two parts 
were made by different individuals, and 
without design of adapting them to each 
other, they show that the writers had 
formed no collusion or agreement to in? 
pose on the world ; that they are separatt 
and independent witnesses ; that they are 
honest men; that their narratives are true 
records of what actually occurred ; and 
the two narratives constitute, therefore, 
a strong and very valuable proof of the 
correctness of the sacred narrative. K 
asked v^^hy Luke has omitted this in the 
Acts, it may be replied, that there are 
many circumstances and facts omitted in 
all histories from the necessity of the case. 
Comp. John xxi. 25. It is remarkable 
here, not that he has omitted this, but that 
he has left a chasm in his own history 
which can be so readily filled up. 
IT Were fulfilled. Had elapsed. IF Took 
counsel, &c. Laid a scheme ; or designed 
to kill him. Comp. ch. xxiii. 12; xxv. 3. 
His zeal and success would enrage them, 
and they knew of no other way in which 
they could free themselves from the ef- 
fects of his arguments and influence. 

24. Bui their laying await. Their coun- 
sel ; their design. 11 Was known of Saul. 
Was made known to him. In what way 
this was communicated, we do not know. 
This design of the Jews against Saul is 
referred to in 2 Cor. xi. 32, 33, where it is 
said, " In Damascus, the governor under 
Aretas the king kept the Damascenes 
with a garrison, desirous to apprehend 
me ; and through a window in a basket 
was I let down by the wall, and escaped 
their hands." H And they watched tht 
gates. Cities were surrounded by high 
walls ; and of course the gates were pre- 
sumed to be the only places of escape 
As they supposed that Saul, apprized of 
their designs would make an attempt to 
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'25 Then the disciples took him 
b}^ night, and let '^ him down by the 
^'"all, in a basket. 

26 And when Saul was come ^ to 
Jerusalem, he assayed to join him- 
self to the disciples : but they were 

aJos.2.I5. 2>Gal.I.18, 

esi:ape, they stationed guards at the gates 
tjc intercept him. In 2 Cor. xi. 32, it is said 
that ihe governor kept the city for the pur- 
pose of apprehending him. It is possible 
that the governor might have been a Jew, 
and one, therefore, who would enter into 
their views. Or if not a Jew, the Jews 
who were there might easily represent 
Saul as an offender, and demand his be- 
ing secured ; and thus a garrison or guard 
might be furnished them for their purpose. 
See a similar attempt made by the Jews 
recorded in Matt, xxviii. 14. 

25. Took him by night, &c. This was 
done through a window in the wall. 
2 Cor. xi. 33. H In a hasikeL This word 
is used to denote commonly the basket in 
which food was carried. Matt. xv. 37. 
Mark viii. 8. 20. This conduct of Saul 
was in accordance with the direction of 
the Lord Jesus (Matt. x. 23), " When they 
persecute you in one city, flee ye into an- 
other," &c. Saul was certain of death if 
he remained ; and as he could secure his 
life by flight without abandoning any 
principle of religion, or denying his Lord, 
it was his duty to do so. Christianity re- 
quires us to sacrifice our lives only when 
we cannot avoid it without denying the 
Saviour, or abandoning the principles of 
our holy religion. 

26. Was come to Jerusalem, It is pro- 
bable that he then went immediately to 
Jerusalem. Gal. i. 18. This was three 
years after his conversion. IT He assayed. 
He attempted ; he endeavoured. ^ To 
join himself. To become connected with 
them as their fellow-christian. IT But they 
were all afraid of him. Their fear, or sus- 
picion, was excited probably on these 
grounds : (I.) They remembered his for- 
mer violence against Christians. They 
had an instinctive shrinking from him, 
and suspicion of the man that had been 
so violent a persecutor. (2.) He had been 
absent tnree years. If they had not heard 
of h-m during that time, they would natu- 
rally retain much of their old feelings to- 
wards him. If they had, they might sus- 
pect the man wiio had not returned to 
Jerusalem; who had not before sought 
ihe society of other Christians ; and who 
aad spent that time in a distant country, 



all afraid of him, and believed not 
that he was a disciple. 

27 But Barnabas ^ took him, ana 
brought him to the apostles, and de- 
clared unto them how he had seen 
the Lord in the way, and that he 

c c,4.36. 



and among strangers. It would seem re- 
markable that he had not at once returned 
to Jerusalem and connected himself with 
the apostles. But the sacred writer does 
not justify the fears of the apostles. He 
simply records the /act of their apprehen- 
sion. It is not unnatural, however, to 
have doubts respecting an open and viru- 
lent enemy of the gospel who suddenly 
professes a change in favour of it. The 
human mind does not easilj^ cast off sus- 
picion of some unworthy motive, and open 
itself at once to entire confidence. When 
great and notorious sinners profess to be 
converted — men who have been violent, 
or artful, or malignant — it is natural to 
ask whether they have not some unwor- 
thy motive still in their professed change. 
Confidence is a plant of slow growth, and 
starts up not by a sudden profession, but 
by a course of life which is worthy of af- 
fection and of trust. IT A disciple. A 
sincere Christian. 

27. But Barnabas. See Note, ch iv. 
36. Barnabas was of Cyprus, not far from 
Tarsus, and it is not improbable that he 
had been before acquainted with Saul. 
IT To the apostles. To Peter and James. 
Gal. i. 18, 19. Probably the other apos- 
tles were at that time absent from Jerusa- 
lem. '^ And declared unto them, &c. It 
may seem remarkable that the apostles at 
Jerusalem had not before heard of the 
conversion of Saul. The following con- 
siderations may serve in some degree to 
explain this. (1.) It is certain that inter- 
course between different countries was 
then much more difficult than it is now. 
There were no posts ; no public convey- 
ances; nothing that corrresponded with 
our modes of intercourse between one 
part of the world and another. (2.) There 
was at this time a state of animosity 
amounting to hostility subsisting between 
Herod and Aretas. Herod the tetrarch 
had married the daughter of Aretas khig 
of Arabia, and had put her away, (/ose- 
phus, Antiq. b. xviii. ch. v. $ 1, 2.) The 
result of this was a long misunderstanding 
between them, and a war; and the eiffecta 
of that war might have been to interrupt 
the communication very much throoghou/ 
all that country. f3.) Though the Jfiw." p' 
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had spoken to liim, and how he 
had preached boldly ^ at Damascus 
in tlie name of Jesus, 

28 And he was wdth them com- 
ing in and gouig out at Jerusalem. 

29 And he spake boldly in the 
Qa^me of the Lord Jesus, and dis- 



•Jerusalem might have heard of the con- 
version of Saul, yet it was for their inte- 
rest to keep it a secret, and not to mention 
it to Christians. But, (4.) Though the 
Christians who were there had heard of 
it, yet it is probable that they were not 
fully informed on the subject; that they 
had not had all the evidence of his con- 
version which they desired ; and that they 
looked with suspicion on him. It was 
therefore proper that they should have a 
full statement of the evidence of his con- 
version ; and this was made by Barnabas. 

28. A7id he was ivith them, c^c. That 
is, he was admitted to their firiendship, 
and recognised as a Christian and an 
apostle. The time during which he then 
remained at Jerusalem was, however, 
only fifteen days. Gal. i. 18. 

29 And spake boldly. He openly de- 
fended the doctrine that Jegus was the 
Messiah. ^ /?i the name, (^c. By . the 
authority of the Lord Jesus, f Against 
the Grecians. See the word Grecians ex- 
plained in the note on Acts vi. 1. It 
means that he not only maintained that 
Jesus was the Christ in the presence of 
those Jews who resided at Jerusalem, 
mvJ who spoke the Hebrew language, 
but also before those for eig7i Jews, who 
spoke the Greek language, and who had 
come up to Jerusalem. They would be 
as much opposed to the doctrine that 
Jesus wai3 the Christ, as those who re- 
sided in Jerusalem. IT They went about. 
They sought to slay him ; or they formed 
a purpose or plan to put him to death as 
an apostate. See ver. 23. 

30. To Cesarea. Note ch. viii. 40. 
X{ And sent him forth to Tarsus. This 
was his native city. Note ver. 11. It was 
in Cilicia, where Paul doubtless preach- 
ed the gospel Gal. i. 21, "Afterwards 
I came into the regions of Syria and Ci- 
licia." 

31. Then had the churches rest. That 
is, the persecutions against Christians 
ceased. Those persecutions had been 
excited by the opposition made to Ste- 
phen (Acts xi. 19) ; they had been great- 
ly promoted by Saul (Acts viii. 3) ; and 
Jiad extended 'doubtless throughout the 



puted against the Grecians : but * 
they v/ent about to slay him, 

30 Which when the brethreiv 
knew, they brought him down to 
Cesarea, and sent him. forth to Tar- 
sus, 

3 1 Then ^ had the churches rest ^' 

i ver.23, c Zec.0.1. c.8.1 ^ Ps.94.] ? 



whole land of Palestine. The preci;??] 
causes of this cessation of the persecii 
tion are not known. Probably they were 
the following. (1.) It is not improbable 
that the great mass of Christians had 
been driven into other regions by theso 
persecutions. (2.) He who had been 
most active in exciting the persecution 
who was, in a sort, its leader, and who 
was best adapted to carry it on, had been 
converted. He had ceased his opposi- 
tion ; and even he now was rem.oved 
from Judea. All this would have some 
efi^ect in causing the persecution to sub- 
side. (3.) But it is not improbable thai 
the civil stat(? of things in Judea contri- 
buted much 'to turn the attention of tli€ 
Jews to other matters. Dr. Lardner ac 
counts for this in the following manner 
" Soon after Caligula's accession, ths 
Jews at Alexandria suffered very much 
from the Egyptians in that city, and at 
length their oratories there were all de 
stroyed. In the third year of Caligula, 
A. D. 39, Petronius was sent into Syria, 
with orders to set up the emperor's sta- 
tue in the temple at Jerusalem. This 
order from Caligula was, to the Jews, a 
thunder-stroke. The Jews must have 
been too much engaged after this tQ 
mind any thing else, as may appear from 
the accounts which Philo and Josephua 
have given us of this affair. Josephus 
says, ' That Caligula ordered Petronius to 
go with an army to Jerusalem, to set 
up his statue in the temple there : en 
joining him if the Jews opposed it to nut 
to death all who made any resistant e, 
and to make all the rest of the nation 
slaves. Petronius, therefore marched 
from Antioch into Ju*dea, with three le- 
gions and a large body of auxiliaries 
raised in Syria. All were hereupon filed 
with consternation, the army being come 
as far as Ptolemais.' " See Lardner'f^ 
Works, vol. i. p. 101, 102. Lend. Ed 
1829. Philo gives the same account of 
the consternation as Josephus. Philo de 
legat. ad Cai. p. 1024, 1025. He de 
scribes the Jews " as abandoning theii 
cities, villages, and open country, as go- 
ing to Petronius in Phenicia, both w.vr 
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throuprliout all Judea and Galilee 
and JSamaria, and were edified ; ^ 
and walking ^ in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort *= of the 
fioly Ghost, were multiplied.'^ 

32 And it came to pass, as Peter 
passed throug-hout all quarters, he 
came dnwnalsoto the saints which 
dwell at Lydda. 

33 And there he found a certain 

a Ro.14.19. b Ps. 86.11 Col.1.10. c Jno.l4. 

16,17. d Zec.8.20.22. 



and women, the old, the young, the mid- 
die aged; as throwing themselves on 
the ground before Petronius with weep- 
ing and lamentation," &c. The effect of 
this consternation in diverting their minds 
from the Christians can be easily con- 
ceived. The prospect that the images 
of the Roman emperor were about to be 
set up by violence in the temple, or, that 
in case of resistance, death or slavery 
was to be their portion ; the advance oi 
a large army to execute that purpose; 
all tended to throw the nation into alarm. 
By the providence of God, therefore, this 
event was permitted to occur to divert 
the attention of bloody-minded persecut- 
ors from a feeble and a bleeding church. 
Anxious for their own safety, the Jews 
would cease to persecute the Christians, 
and thus by the conversion of the main 
instrument in persecution, and by the 
universal alarm for the welfare of the 
nation, the trembling and enfeebled 
church was permitted to obtain repose. 
Thus ended the first general persecution 
against Christians, and thus effectually 
did God show that he had power to 
guard and protect his chosen people. 
% All Judea, &c. These three places 
included the land of Palestine. See 
Note on Matt ii. 22. The formation of 
churches in Galilee is not expressly men- 
tioned before this ; but there is no impro- 
bability in supposing that Christians had 
travelled there, and had preached the gos- 
pel. Comp. Acts xi. 19. The formation 
of churcbes in Samaria is expressly men- 
tioned, ch. viii. IF Were edified. Were 
built up, increased, and strengthened. 
See Rom. xiv. 19 ; xv. 2. 1 Cor. viii. 1-. 
IT And walking. Proceeding, Living. The 
W'Ord is often used to denote Christian 
conduct, or manner of life. Col. i. 10. 
Luke i. 6. 1 Thess.iv. 1. 1 Johnii. 6. %'he 
idea is, that of travellers who are going 
to any place, and who walk in the right 
path. Christians are thus travellers to 
another country, an heavenly. IT //i the 



man named Eneas, which ^ad kept 
his bed eight years, and was sick 
of the palsy. 

34 And . Peter said unto him, 
Eneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee* 
whole ; arise, and make thy bed. 
And he arose immediately. 

35 And all that dwelt in Lydda « 
and-^'Saron saw him, and turned 
to the Lord 

c c.3.6,16j4.10. / 1 Ch.5.16. g c.11.21. 2Cor.S.l6 



fear of the Lord. Fearing the Lord ; with 
reverence for him and his command- 
ments. This expression is often used to 
denote piety in general. 2 Chron. xix. 
7. Job xxviii. 28. Ps. xix. 9 ; cxi. 10 ; 
Prov. i. 7; ix, 10 ; xiii. 13. IT In the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghost. In the consola- 
tions which the Holy Ghost produced. 
John xiv. 16, 17. Rom. v. 1 — 5. IT Were 
maltiplied. Were increased. 

32. To the saints. To the Christians. 
IT Which dwelt at Lydda. This town 
was situated on the road from Jerusalem 
to Cesarea Philippi. It was about fifteen 
miles east of Joppa, and belonged to the 
tribe of Ephraim. It was called by the 
Greeks Diospolis, or city of Jupiter, pro- 
bably because a temple was at some pe- 
riod erected to Jupiter in that city. It is 
now so entirely ruined as to be a miserable 
village. Since the crusades, it has been 
called by the Christians St. George, on 
account of its having been the scene of 
the martyrdom of a saint of that name. 
Tradition says that in this city the em- 
peror Justinian erected a church. 

33. Eneas. This is a Greek name ; 
and probably he was a Hellenist. Note 
ch. vi. 1. IT Sick of the palsy. See Note. 
Matt. iv. 24. 

34. Makelh thee whole. Cures thee. 
Peter claimed no power to do it himself. 
Comp. ch. iii. 6. 16 ; iv. 10. IT Make thv 
hed. This would show that he was truly 
healed. Comp. Matt. ix. 6. Mark. ii. 
9. 11. Johnv. 11, 12. 

35. And all. The mass, or body of 
the people. The affliction of the man 
had been long, and was probably well 
known; the miracle would be celebrated, 
and the effect was an extensive revival 
of religion. IT Saron. This was the 
champaign, or open country, usually 
m.entioned by the name of Sharon in the 
Old Testament. 1 Chron. v. 16 ; xxvii. 
29. Cant. ii. 1. Isa. xxxiii. 9. It was a re 
gioE of extraordinary fertility, and the 
name was almost proverbial to denote 
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36 Now there was at Joppa a 
certain disciple named Tabitha, 
wliicli by interpretation is called 
1 Dorcas : this woman was full " of 
g-ood works and almsdeeds which 
§he did. 

37 And it came to pass in those 
days, that she was sick, and died : 
whom, when they had washed, they 
laid Aer in an upper chamber. 

38 And forasmuch as Lydda was 
liigh to Joppa, and the disciples had 
heard that Peter was there, they 



<• or, Doe, or, Roe. 



I lTim.2.10. Tit.2.7. 



any country of great beauty and fertility. 
Comp. Isa. xxxiii. 9; XXXV. 2; ixv. 10. It 
wa3 situated south of mount Carmel, 
along the coast of the Mediterranean, ex- 
tending to Cesarea and Jo})pa. Lydda 
was situated ki this region. IF Turned to 
the Lord. Were converted ; or received 
the Lord Jesus as the Messiah, ch. xi. 2L 
2 Cor. iii. 1 6. 

36. At Joppa. This was a seaport town 
situated on the Mediterranean, in the 
tribe of Dan, about thirty miles south of 
Cesarea, and forty-five northwest of Jeru- 
salem. It was the principal seaport of 
Palestine ; and hence, though the harbour 
was poor, it had considerable celebrity. 
It was occupied by Solomon to receive 
the timber brought for the building of the 
temple from Tyre (2 Chron. ii. 16), and 
was used for a similar purpose in the time 
of Ezra. Ezra iii. 7. The present name 
of the town is Jaffa. It is situated on a 
promontory jutting out into the sea, rising 
to the height of about one hundred and 
fifty feet above its level, and offering on 
all sides picturesque and varied prospects. 
The streets are narrow, uneven, and dirty. 
The inhabitants are estimated at between 
four and five thousand, of v/hom the 
greater part are Turks and Arabs. The 
Christians are stated to be about six 
hundred, consisting of Koman Catholics, 
Greeks, Maronites, and Arminians. It is 
several times mentioned in the New Tes- 
tament. Acts X. 5. 23 ; xi. 5. IF Tahitha. 
This word is properly Syriac, and means 
literally the gazelle or antelope. The name 
became an appellation of a female proba- 
bly on account of the beauty of its form. 
" it is not unusual in the East to give the 
names of beautiful animals to youn^ wo- 
men." {Clark.) Comp. Cant. ii. 9 ; iv. 5. 
H Dorcas. A Greek word signifying the 
same as Tabitha. Our word doe or roe 
ansv^rers to it in signification. IF Full of 
goodviorks. Distinguished for good "^'orks. 



sent unto hira two men, desiring 
him that he would not 2 delay to 
come to them. 

39 Then Peter arose, and went 
with them. When he was come, 
they brought him into the upper 
chamber : and all the widows stood 
by him weeping, and shewing the 
coats and garments which Dorcas 
made while ^ she was with them. 

40 But Peter putnhem ail forth, 
and kneeled down, and prayed : and 
turning him to the body, said, Ta- 

^ or, be grieved. Z»Ec.9.11. c Matt. 9.25. 



Comp. 1 Tim. ii. 10. Titus ii. 7. IF And 
almsdeeds. Acts of kindness to tlie 
poor. 

37. Whom, v)lten they had washed 
Among most people it has been cus 
tomary to wash the body before it is 
buried or burned. They prepared her 
in the usual manner for interment. IF In 
an upper chamber. See Note, Acts i. 13 
There is no evidence that they expecte(? 
that Peter would raise her up to life. 

38. Was nigh unto Joppa. It was abou/ 
six miles, 'f They sent unto him, &c 
Why they sent is not affirmed. It is pro- 
babie that they desired his presence to 
comfort and sustain them m their afflic- 
tion. It is certainly possible that they ex 
pected he would restore her to life ; bu , 
as this is not mentioned ; as the apostles 
had as yet raised up no one from the 
dead ; as even Stephen had not been re- 
stored to life; we have no authority for 
assumhig, or supposing, that they had 
formed any such expectation. 

39. ITien Peter arose. See Note on 
Luke XV. 18. '^ And all the widows. 
Whom Dorcas had benefited by her 
kindness. They had lost a benefactress ; 
and it was natural that they sliould recall 
her kindness, and express their gratitude 
by enumerating the proofs of her benefi- 
cence. Each one would therefore natu- 
rally dwell on the kindness which had 
been shown to herself 

40. But Peter put the7n all forth. From 
the room. See a similar case in Matt. ix. 
25. Why this was done is not said. Pet" 
haps because he did not wish to apnea 
as if seeking publicity. If done in the 
presence of many persons, it might seem 
like ostentation. Others suppose it was 
that he might offer more fervent and ago- 
nizing prayer to God than he would be 
willing they should witness. Compare 
2 Kings iv. 33. ^ Tabitha, arise Comp- 
Mark v. 41, 42. 
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bilba, <* arise. And she opened her 
eyes : and when she saw Peter, she 
sat up. 

41 And he gave her his hand, and 
'.ift her up ; and when he had call- 
ed the saints and widows, he ^ pre- 
sented her alive, 

42 And it was known throughout 

a Mar.5.41,42. Jdo.11.43. I IKi. 17.23. 



41. He presented her alive. He exhibit- 
ed, or showed her to them alive. Corap. 
I Kings xvii. 23. 

42. And many believed, &c. A similar 
effect followed when Jesus raised up La- 
zarus. See John xii. 11. 

This was the first miracle of this kind 
that was performed by the apostles. The 
effect was that many believed. It was 
not merely a work of benevolence, in re- 
storing to hie one who contributed largely 
to the comfort of the poor, but it was used 
as a means of extending and establishing, 
as it was designed doubtless to do, the 
kingdom of the Saviour. 

CHAPTER X. 

This chapter commences a very impor- 
tant part of the history of the transactions 
of the apostles. Before this, they had 
preached the gospel to the Jews only. 
They seemed to have retained the feel- 
ings of their countrymen on this subject, 
that the Jews were to be regarded as the 
peculiarly favoured people, and that sal- 
vation was not to be offered beyond the 
hmits of their nation. It was important, 
indeed, that the gospel should be offered 
to them first ; but the whole tendency of 
the Christian religion was to enlarge and 
liberalize the mind ; to overcome the nar- 
row policy and prejudices of the Jewish 
people ; and to diffuse itself over all the 
nations of the earth. In various ways, 
and by various parables, the Saviour had 
taught the apostles, indeed, that his gos- 
pel should be spread among the Gentiles, 
He had commanded them tb go and 
preach it to every creature. Mark xvi. 
15. But he had told them to tarry in Je- 
rusalem until they were endued with 
power from on high. Luke xxiv. 49. It 
was natural, therefore, that they should 
receive special instructions and divine 
revelation on a point so important as this ,• 
and God selected the case of Cornelius 
as the instance by which he would fully 
establish his purpose of conveying the 
gospel to the Gentile world. It is worthy 
of observation, also, that he selected Peter 
for the purpose of conveying the gospel 
first to the Gentiles, The Saviour had 
told him that on him he would build his 



all Joppa ; ana many beliered in 
the Lord. 

43 And it came to pass, that he 
tarried many days in Joppa, with 
one Simon a tanner. 

CHAPTER X. 

/INHERE was a certain man m 

-^ Cesarea, called Cornelius g 

cJno.12.11. 

church ; that he would give to him firs 
the key of the kingdom of heaven ; that 
is, that he should be the agent in opening 
the doors of the church to both Jews and 
Gentiles. See JNotes on Matt. xvi. 18, 19. 
Peter had, in accordance with these pre- 
dictions, been the agent in first presenting 
the gospel to the Jews (Acts ii.) ; and the 
prediction was now to be completely ful- 
filled in extending the same gospel to the 
Gentile world. The transaction recorded 
in this chapter, is one, therefore, that is 
exceedingly important in the history of 
the church; and we are not to be sur- 
prised that it is recorded at length. It 
J should be remembered, also, that this 
point became afterwards the source of 
incessant controversy in the early church. 
The converts from Judaism insisted on 
the observance of the whole of the rites 
of their religion ; tlie converts from among 
the Gentiles claimed exemption from them 
all. To settle these disputes, and to secure 
the reception of the gospel among the Gen- 
tiles, and to introduce them to the church 
with all the privileges of the Jews, requir- 
ed all the wisdom, talent, and address of 
the apostles. See Acts xi. 1 — ^18; xv. 
Rom. xiv. XV. Gal. ii. 11 — 16. 

1. In Cesarea. Note, ch. viii. 40. f Cor- 
nelius. This is a Latin name, and shows 
that the man was doubtless a Roman 
It has been supposed by many interpret 
ers that this man was "a proselyte of the 
gate;" that is, one who had renounced ido- 
latry, and who observed some of the Jew 
ish rites, thougli not circumcised, and not 
called a Jew. But there is no sufficiem 
evidence of this The reception of the 
narrative of Peter (ch. xi. 1 — 3), shows 
that the other apostles regarded him as a 
Gentile. In ch. x. 28, Peter evidently re- 
gards him as a foreigner; one who did not 
in any sense esteem himself to be a Jew 
In ch. xi. 1, it is expressly said that " the 
Gentiles" had received the word of God i 
evidently alluding to Cornelius and those 
who were witli him. IT A centurion. One 
who was the commander of a division in 
the Roman army, consisting of a hundred 
men. A captain of a hundred. Note, 
Matt. viii. 5. IT 0/the band, A divisiou 
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centurion of the band called the 
ft'dlian hand^ 

2 A devout <* man^ and one that 
feared ^ God with all *= his house, 
which gave much alms to '^ the 
people, and prayed Ho God alway. 

1C.8.2; 22,12. i 2c.7.18. c Geu.18.19. Ps.lOl. 
2-7. c.18.8. dPs.41.1. 



of the Roman army, consisting of from 
four hundred to six hundred men. Note, 
Matt, xxvii. 27. ^ The Italian band. Pro- 
bably a band or regiment that was com- 
posed of soldiers from Italy, in distinction 
from those which were composed of sol- 
diers born in provinces. Itis evident that 
many of the soldiers in the Roman army 
would be those who were born in other 
parts of the world; and it is altogether 
probable that those who were born in 
Rome or Italy would claim pre-eminence 
over those enlisted in other places. 

2. A devout man. Pious ; or one who 
maintained the worship of God. See Note, 
Luke ii. 25. Comp. Acts ii. 5 ; viii. 2. 
IT And one that feared God. This is often 
a designation of piety. Note, ch. ix. 31. 
It has been supposed by many that the 
expressions here used denote that Corne- 
lius was a Jew, or was instructed in the 
Jewish religion, and was a proselyte. But 
this by no means follows. It is probable 
that there might have been among the 
Gentiles a few at least who were fearers 
of God, and who maintained his worship 
according to the light which they had. 
So there may be now persons found in 
pagan lands, who, in some unknown way, 
have been taught the evils of idolatry ; 
the necessity of a purer religion ; and who 
may be prepared to receive the gospel. 
The Sandwich Islands were very much 
m this state when the American mission- 
aries first visited them. They had thrown 
away their idols, and seemed to be waiting 
for the message of mercy and the word of 
eternal life, as Cornelius was. A few 
other instances have been found by mis- 
sionaries in heathen lands, who have thus 
been prepared by a train of providential 
events, or by the teaching of the Spirit, 
for the gospel of Christ. IF With all his 
house. With all his family. It is evident 
here that Cornelius instructed his family, 
and exerted his influence to train them 
in the fear of God. True piety will al- 
ways lead a man to seek the salvation of 
his family. TT Much alms. Large and libe- 
ral charity. This is always an effect of 
piety. See James i. 27. Ps. xli. L IT Prayed 
to God alway. Constantly ; meaning iha-t 
he was in the regular habit of praying to 



3 He saw in a vision evidently > 
about the ninth hour of the day, ap 
ang-el-^of God coming in to him, 
and saying unto him, Cornelius. 

4 And when he looked on him, 
he was afraid, and suid. What is it, 

ePs.119.2. Pr.2.»-5. /Heb.l.K. 



God. Comp. Rom. xii. 12. Luke xviii. 1. 
Ps. cxix. 2. Prov. ii. 2 — 5. As no par^ic;l- 
lar kind of prayer is mentioned except 
secret prayer, we are not authorized to 
affirm that he offered prayer in any other 
manner. It may be observed, however, 
that he who prays in secret will usually 
pray in his family; and as the family of 
Cornelius is mentioned as being also un- 
der the influence of religion, it is perhaps 
not a forced inference that he observed 
family worship. 

3. He saw in a vision. See Note, ch 
ix. 10. IT Evidently. Openly ; manifestly 
IT About the ninth hour. About three 
o'clock, P. M. This was the usual hour 
of eveninof worship among the Jews. 
•T An av^d of God. Note, Matt. i. 20. 
Comp. Heb. i. 14. This angel was sent 
to signify to Cornelius that his alms were 
accepted by God as an evidence of his 
piety, and to direct him to send for Peter 
to instruct him in the way of salvation. 
The importance of the occasion — the in- 
troduction of the gospel to a Gentile, and 
hence to the entire Gentile world — was 
probably the chief reason why an angel 
was commissioned to visit the Roman 
centurion. Comp. ch. xvi. 9, 10. 

4. And when he looked on him. Greek, 
Having fixed his eyes attentively on him. 
IT He was afraid. At the suddermess 
and unexpected character of the vision. 
IF What is it, Lord ? This is the expres- 
sion of surprise and alarm. The word 
Lord should have been translated sir, as 
there is no evidence that this is an ad- 
dress to God, and still less that he regard- 
ed the personage present as the Lord. It 
is such language as a man would natu- 
rally use who w^as suddenly surprised-, 
who should witness a strange form ap- 
pearing unexpectedly before him; and 
who should exclaim, ' Sir, what is the 
matter V "if Are come up for a memorial. 
Are remembered before God. Comp. Isa. 
xlv. 19. They were an evidence of piety 
towards God, and were accepted as such 
Though he had not offered sacrifice ac 
cording to the Jewish laws ; though ho 
had not been circumcised; yet, having 
acted according to the light which hfl 
had, his prayers were heard, and his alms' 
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Lord 1 And he said unto him, Thy 
prayers and thine alms are come up 
for a memorial " before God. 

5 And now send men to Joppa, 
and call for one Simon, whose sur- 
name is Peter. 

6 He lodg-eth with one Simon * a 
tanner, whose house is by the sea- 
side : he shall tell thee "^ what thou 
oughtest to do. 

7 And when the angel which 
*pake unto Cornelius was depart- 



accepted. This was done in accordance 
with the general principle of the divine 
administration, that God prefers the offer- 
ing of the heart to external forms ; the 
expressions of love, to sacrifice without 
it. This he had often declared, fsa. i. II 
—15. Amos V. 21, 22. 1 Sam. xv. 22, " To 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hear- 
ken, than the fat of rams." Hos. vi. 6. 
Eccl. V. 1. It should be remembered, 
however, that Cornelius was not depend- 
ing on external morality. His heart was 
in the work of religion. It should be re- 
membered, further, that he was ready to 
receive the gospel when it was offered to 
him, and to become a Christian. In this 
there was an important difference be^ 
tween him and those who are depending 
for salvation on their morality in Christian 
lands. Such men are apt to defend them- 
selves by the example of Cornelius, and 
to suppose that as he was accepted before 
he embraced the gospel, so they; may be 
without embracing it. But there is an im- 
portant difference in the two cases. For, 
(].) There is no evidence that Cornelius 
was depending on exlerrml morality for 
sab^ation. His offering was that of the 
heart, and not merely an external offer- 
ing. Moral men in Christian lands de- 
pend on their external morality in the 
sight of men. But God looks upon the 
heart. (2.) Cornelius did not rely on his 
morality at all. His was a work of reli- 
ffion. He feared God ; he prayed to him ; 
he exerted his influence to bring his 
family to the same state. Moral men do 
neither. " All their works they do to be 
Boen of men ;" and in their heart there is 
' no good thing towards the Lord God of 
Israel." Comp. I Kings xiv. 13. 2 Chron. 
xix. 3. Who hears of a man that " fears 
God;" and that prays, and that instructs 
his household in religion, thai depends on 
his morality for salvation ? (3.) Cornelius 
was dia posed to do the will of God as far 



ed, he called ^wo of his househol J 
servants, and a devout soldier of 
them that waited on kim continu- 
ally: 

8 And when he had declared all 
these things unto them, he sent 
them to Joppa. 

9 On the morrow, as they went 
on their journey, and drew nigh 
unto the city, Peter went ^ up upon 
the house-top to pray, about the 
sixth hour ; 

rfc.ll.5,&c. 



as it was made known to him. Where 
this exists there is religion. The moral 
man is not. (4.) Cornelius was willing to 
embrace a Saviour when he was made 
known to him. The moral man is not. 
He hears of a Saviour with unconcern ; 
he listens to the message of God's mercy 
from year to year without embracing it. 
In all this there is an important difference 
between him and the Roman centurion , 
and while we hope there may be many 
in pagan lands who are in the same state 
of mind that he was — disposed to do the 
will of God as far as made known, and 
therefore accepted and saved by his 
mercy in the Lord Jesus— yet this cannot 
be adduced to encourage the hope of sal- 
vation in those who do know his will, and 
yet will not do it. 

6. He lodgeth. He remains as a guest 
at his house. See ch. ix. 43. IT By the 
seaside. Joppa was a seaport on the Me- 
diterranean. Tanneries are erected on 
the margin of streams, or of any body of 
water, to convey away the filth produced 
in the operation of dressing skins. 

7. A devout soldier. A pious man. This 
is an instance of the effect of piety in a 
military officer. Few men have more 
influence ; and in this case the effect was 
seen not only in the piety of his family, 
but of this attending soldier. Such men 
have usually been supposed to be far 
from the influence of religion; but this in- 
stance shows that even the labours and 
disadvantages of a camp are not neces- 
sarily hostile to the existence of pieHy 
Comp. Luke iii. 14. 

8. And when, &c. "It has l,r^n re- 
marked that from Joppa, Jonah was sent 
to preach to the Gentiles at Nineveh , 
and that from the same place Peter was 
sent to preach to the Gentiles at Cesarea ' 
{Clark.) 

9. Peter went up, &c. The small roon^ 
in the second story, or on the roof of thf 
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10 And he became very hungry, 
and would have eaten ; but wliile 
they made ready, he fell into a 
trance, 

11 And saw « heaven opened, 
and a certain vessel descending, un- 
to him, as it had been a great sheet, 

a c.7.56. Re.19.11. 

house, was the usual place for retirement 
and prayer. See Note, Matt. vi. 6 ; ix. 2. 
\ About the sixth hour. About twelve 
o'clock at noon. The Jews had two 
stated seasons of prayer — morning, and 
evening. But it is evident that the more 
pious of the Jews frequently added a third 
season of devotion probably at noon. Thus 
David says (Ps. Iv. 17), " Evening and 
morning, and at noon, will I pray, and 
cry aloud." Thus Daniel " kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day and prayed." 
Dan. v'l. 10. 13. It was also customary 
in the early Christian church to offer 
prayer at the third, sixth, and ninth 
hours. (Clem. Alex, as quoted by Dod- 
dridge.) Christians will, however, have 
not merely slated seasons for prayer, but 
they will seize upon moments of leisure, 
and when their feelings strongly incline 
them to it, to pray. 

10. And he became very hungry. From 
the connexion, where it is said, that they 
were making ready, tha^ is, preparing a 
meal, it would seem that this was the 
customary hour of dining. The He- 
brews, Greeks, and Romans, however, 
nad but two meals, and the first was 
usually taken about ten or eleven o'clock. 
This meal usually consisted of fruit, 
milk, cheese, &c. Their principal meal 
was about six or seven in the afternoon ; 
at which time they observed their feasts. 
See Jahn's Bib. Arches. $ 145. IT He fell 
into a trance. Greek, An ecstasy, sxa-T^t. 
o-«s, fell upon him. In ch. xi. 5, Peter 
says that in a trance he saw a vision. 
The word trance, or ecstasy, denotes a 
state of mind when the attention is ab- 
sorbed in a particular train of thought, 
so that the external senses are partially 
or entirely suspended. It is a high spe- 
cies of abstraction from external objects ; 
when the mind becomes forgetful of sur- 
rounding things, and is fixed solely on 
Its own thoughts, so that appeals to the 
external senses do not readily rouse it. 
The soul seems to have passed cut of 
the body, and to be conversant only with 
gpirituai essences. Thus Balaam is said 
to have seen the vision of the Almighty, 
{allinflf into a trance (Num. xxiv 4. 16) ; 



knit at the four corners, and le 
down to the earth ; 

12 Wherein v/ere all manner of 
four-footed beasts of the earth, and 
wild beasts, and creeping things, 
and fowls of the air. 

13 And there came a voice to 



thus Paul, in praying in the temple, fell 
into a transse (Acts xxii. 17) ; and per- 
haps a similar state is described in 2 Cor. 
xii. 2. This effect seems to be caused by 
so intense and absorbing a train of 
thought, as to overcome the senses of 
the body; or wholly to withdraw the 
mind from their influence, and to fix it 
on the unseen object that engrosses it. It 
is often a high state of revery, or absence 
of mind, which Dr. Rush describes as 
" induced by the stimulus of ideas of ab- 
sent subjects, being so powerful as to 
destroy the perception of present ob- 
jects." (Diseases of the JMind, p. 310, Ed. 
Phila. 1812.) In the case of Peter, how- 
ever, there was a supernatural influence 
that drew his attention away from pre- 
sent objects. 

11. And saw heaven opened, ch. vii. 56. 
Note, Matt. iii. 16. This language is de- 
rived from a common mode of speaking 
in the Hebrew scriptures, as if the sky 
above us was a solid, vast expanse, and 
if it were opened to present an opportu- 
nity for any thing to descend. It is lan- 
guage that is highly figurative. IF And 
a certain vessel. See Note on ch, ix. 15. 
IT As it had been. It is important to mark 
this expression. The sacred writer does 
not say that Peter literally saw such an 
object descending; but he uses this as 
an imperfect description of the vision. 
It was not a literal descent of a vessel, 
but it was such a kind of representation 
to him, producing the same impression, 
and the same effect, as //"such a vessel 
had descended. IT Knit at the four cor- 
ners. Bound, united, or tied. The cor- 
ners were collected, as would be natunil 
in putting any thing into a great sheet, 

12. Wherein, ^c. This particular vi- 
sion was suggested by Peter's hunger, 
ver. 10. It was designed, however, to 
teach him an important lesson in regard 
to the introduction of all nations to the 
gospel. Its descending from heaven 
may have been an intimation, that that 
religion which was about to abolish the 
distinction between the Jews and other 
nations was of divme origin. See Rev. 
xxi. 2, 
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film, Rise, Peter ; kill, and eat. 

14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord ; 
for I have never eaten any thing 
that is * common or unclean. 

15 And the voice spake mito him 
again the second time, What God 

aL«.11.2,&c 20.25De.U.3,&c. EZ3.4.14. 

14. i have never eaten, ^c. In the Old 
I'estament God had made a distinction 
between clean and unclean animals. 
See Lev. xi. 2—27. Deut. xiv. 3—20. 
This law remained in the Scriptures, 
and Peter plead that he liad never vio- 
lated it, implying that he could not now 
violate it, as it was a law of God, and as 
it was unrepealed, he did not dare to act 
in a different manner from what it re- 
quired. Between that law, and the com- 
mand which he now received in the 
vision, there was an apparent variation, 
and Peter naturally referred to the well- 
known and admitted written law. One 
design of the vision was to show him 
that that law was now to pass away. 
f That is common. This word properly 
denotes that which pertains to all, but 
among the Jews, who were bound by 
special laws, and who were prohibited 
from many thmgs that were freely in- 
dulged in by other nations, the word 
common came to be opposed to the word 
sacred, and to denote that which was in 
common use among the heathens, hence 
that which was profane, or polluted. 
[lere it means the same as profane, or 
forbidden, IT Unclean. Ceremonially un- 
clean ,• i. e. that which is forbidden by 
the ceremonial law of Moses. 

15. What God hath cleansed. What 
God hath pronounced or declared pure. 
If God has commanded you to do a thing, 
it is not impure or wrong. Its use is 
lawful if he has commanded it. Per- 
haps Peter would have supposed that 
the design of this vision was to instruct 
him, that the distinction between clean 
and unclean food, as recognised by the 
Jews, was about to be abolished, ver. 17. 
But the result showed that it had a high- 
3r, and more important design. It was to 
show him, that they who had been es- 
teemed by the Jews as unclean or pro- 
fane—the entire Gentile world — might 
now be admitted to similar privileges 
with the Jews. That barrier was to be 
broken down, and the whole world was 
to be admitted to the same fellowship 
and privileges in the gospel. See Eph. 
B, 14- Gal. iii. 28 It v^^as also true that 
the ceremonial laws of the Jews in re- 
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hath cleansed, * that call not Ihon 
common. 

16 This was done thrice : and 
the vessel was received up again 
into heaven. 

17 Now while Peter doubted in 

b Matt.15.ll.ver.28. Ro.i4.14,&c. lCor.10.25. 1T:.4.4 

gard to clean and unclean beasts was (ta 
pass away, though this was not directly 
taught in this vision. But when once 
the barrier was removed that separated 
the Jews and Gentiles, all the laws which 
supposed such a distinction, and which 
were framed to heep up such a distinc- 
tion, passed away of course. The cere- 
monial laws of the Jews were designed 
solely to keep up the distinction be- 
tween them and other nations. When 
the distinction was abolished ; when 
other nations were to be admitted to the 
same privileges, the laws which were 
made to keep up such a difference re« 
ceived their death-blow, and expired of 
course. For it is a maxim of all law, 
that when the reason why a law was 
made ceases to exist, the law becomes 
obsolete. Yet it was not easy to con- 
vince the Jews that their laws ceased to 
be binding. This point the apostles la- 
boured to establish; and from this point 
arose most of the difficulties between the 
Jewish and Gentile converts to Chris- 
tianity. See Acts xv. and Rom. xiv. xv. 

16. This was done thrice. Three times, 
doubtless to impress the mind of Petet 
with the certainty and importance of 
the vision. Comp. Gen. xh. 32. 

17. Doubted in himself . Doubted in his 
own mind. He was perplexed to under- 
stand it. 1" Behold the men, &c. We 
see here an admirable arrangement of 
the events of Providence to fit each 
other. Every part of this transaction is 
made to harmonize with every other part ; 
and it was so arranged, that just in the 
moment when the mind of Peter was 
filled with perplexity, that the very 
event should occur which should relieve 
him of his embarrassment. Such a coinci* 
dence is not uncommon. An event of di 
vine Providence may be as clear an ex- 
pression of his will, and may as certainly 
serve to indicate our duty, as the most ma- 
nifest revelation would do, and a state of 
mind may, by an arrangement of circum- 
stances, be produced, that shall be ex 
tremely perplexing until some event shal 
occur, or some field of usefulness shall 
open, that shall exactly correspond to it, 
and shall indicate to us the will of God. We 
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himself what this vision which he 
had seen should mean, behold, the 
men which were sent from Corne- 
lius had made inquiry " for Simon's 
house, and stood before the gate. 

18 And called, and asked whe- 
ther Simon, which was surnamed 
Peter, were lodged there. 

19 While Peter thought on the 
vision, the Spirit ^ said unto him, 
Behold, three men seek thee. 

20 Arise, '^ thereiDre, and get thee, 
down, and go with them, doubting 
nothing : for I have sent them. 

21 Then Peter went down to the 
men which were sent unto him 
from Cornelius ; and said. Behold, 
I am he whom ye seek : what is 
the cause wherefore ye are come ? 

22 And they said, Cornelius, ^ 
the centurion, a just man, and 
one that feareth God, and of good 
report ^ among all the nation of 



a 9.43. b c.11.12. 

f c.2a.l2. He. 11.2. 



cc.15.7. dver.l,&c. 



should observe then the events of God's 
providence. We should mark and re- 
cord the train of our own thoughts, and 
we should watch with interest any event 
that occurs, when we are perplexed and 
embarrassed, to obtain, if possible, an ex- 
pression of the will of God. IT Before 
the gate. The word here rendered 
"gate," 7^y>'wv», refers properly to the 
vorch or principal entrance to an eastern 
nousei See Note, Matt. ix. 2 ; xxvi. 71. 
It does not mean, as with us, a gate, but 
rather a door. See Acts xii. 13. 

19. The Spirit. See Note, Acts viii. 
29. Comp. Isa. Ixv. 24. "And it shall 
come to pass, that before they call I will 
answer," &c. 

22. To hear words of thee. To be in- 
structed by thee. 

23. And lodged them. They remained 
with him through the night. Four days 
were occupied before Peter met Corne- 
lius at Cesarea. On the first the angel 
appeared to Cornelius. On the second 
the messengers arrived at Joppa, ver. 9. 
On the third, Peter returned with them, 
ver. 23 ; and on the fourth they arrived at 
Cesarea, ver. 24. 30. IT And certain hr&- 
thren. Some Christians. They were six 
ill number, ch. xi. 12, It was usual for 
the early Christians to accompany the 
apostles in thsir iourneys. See Rom. xv. 



the Jews, was warned from God 
by an holy angel, to send for thee 
into his house, and to hear words 
of thee. 

23 Then called he them in, and 
lodged them. And on the morrow 
Peter went away with them, and 
certain f brethren from Joppa ac- 
companied him. 

24 And the morrow after thoy 
entered into Cesarea. And Corn e-r 
lius waited for them, and had call- 
ed together his kinsmen and near 
friends. 

25 And as Peter was coming in 
Cornelius met him, and fell down 
at his feet, and worshipped him. 

26 But Peter took him up, say- 
ing, ^ Stand up ; I mysel - also am 
a man. 

27 And as he talked with him, 
he went in, and found many that 
were come together. 

/ver.45. ^ c.14.14,15. Re.l9.10j22.9. 



24. Acts XV. 3. 3 John 6. 1 Cor. xvi. 
6. 11. As this was an important event in 
the history of the church — the bearing 
of the gospel to a Gentile — it was more 
natural and proper that Peter should bo 
attended with others. 

24. His kinsmen. His relatives, or the 
connexions of his family. A man may 
often do vast good by calling his kindred 
and friends to hear the gospel. 

25. Fell down at his feet. This was an 
act of profound regard for him as an am- 
bassador of God, In oriental countries it 
was usual to prostrate themselves at 
length on the ground before men of rank 
and honour. H Worshipped him. Tlii» 
does not mean religious homage, but ci 
vil respect, the homage, or profound re- 
gard which was due to one in honour 
See Note, Matt. ii. 2. 

26. Stand up, &c. This does not ira 
ply that Peter supposed that Gornclius 
intended to do him religious reverence 
It was practically saying to him, " I am 
nothing more than a man as thou art, and 
pretend to no right to such profound re 
spects as these, but am ready in civiHife 
to show thee all the respect that is due." 
{Doddridge.) 

27. And as he talked with him. He 
probabljr met him at the door oi "^t a 
small distance from the house. 11 tvas 
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28 And he said unto "Ihem, Ye 
know hoAV that it is an unlawful 
thing "- for a man that is a Jew to 
keep company, or come unto one 
of another nation ; but God hath 
shewed me * that I should not call 
any man common or unclean. 

29 Therefore came I unto you 
witliout gainsaying, as soon as I 
was sent for. I ask, therefore, for 
what intent ye have sent for me % 

30 And Cornelius said, Four 
days ago I was fasting until this 
hour ; and at the ninth hour I pray- 
ed in my house ; and, behold, a 
man stood before me " in bright 
clothing. 

31 And said, Cornelius, thy ^ 

a Jno.4.9, h c.15.8,9. Ep.3,6. c Matt,28.3. c.1.10. 
d yer.4,&c. Da.10.12. He.6.10. 



an expression of joy thus to go out to 
meet him. 

28. It is an unlawful thing. This 
was not exphcitly enjoined by Moses, but 
it seemed to be implied in his institutions, 
and was at any rate the common under- 
standing of the Jews. The design was 
to keep them a separate people. To do 
this Moses forbid alliances by contract, 
or marriage, with the surrounding na- 
tions, which were idolatrous. See Lev. 
xviii. 24— 30.' Deut. vii. 3—12. Comp. 
Ezra ix. 11, 12. This command the 
Jews perverted ; and explained as refer- 
ring to intercourse of all kinds, even to 
the exercise of friendly offices and com- 
mercial transactions. Comp. John iv. 9. 
IT Of another nation. Greek, Another 
tribe. It refers here to all who were not 
Jews, 11 God hath shewed me. Comp. 
ch. XV. 8, 9. He had showed him by the 
vision, ver. 11, 12. IT Any man common 
or unclean. See Note, ver, 14. That no 
man was to be regarded as excluded 
from the opportunity of salvation ; or be 
despised and abhorred. The gospel was 
to be preached to all ; the barrier be- 
tween Jews and Gentiles to be broken 
down ; and all were to be regarded as 
capable of being saved. 

29. Without gainsaying. Without sai/- 
ing any thing against it; without hesita- 
tion or reluctance. IT Task, therefore, &c. 
The main design for which Cornelius 
had sent for him had been mentioned to 
Peter by the messenger, ver. 22. But 
Peter now desired from his owr lips a 
ftiore particular statement of the consi- 



prayer is iieard, and thine alms are 
had in remembrance in the sigh' 
of God. 

32 Send therefore to Joppa, and 
call hither Simon, whose surname 
is Peter : he is lodged in the house 
of one Simon a tanner, by the sea- 
side; who, when he cometh, shall 
speak unto thee. 

33 Immediately therefore I sent 
to thee : and thou hast well done 
that thou art come. Now * there* 
fore are we all here present before 
God, to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God. 

34 Then Peter opened his mouth, 
and said, Of a truth, I perceive that 
God ^ is no respecter of persons : 

e De.5,27. /De.10.17. Cli.19.7. Job 34—19. Ro.2.l2. 
Ga,2.6. lPe.1.17. 



derations which had induced him to 
send for him. *fr For what intent. For 
what purpose or design. 

30. Four days ago. See Note, on ver. 
23. f Until this hour The ninth hour, 
or three o'clock, P. M. See ver. 3. IF A 
man. Called, in ver. 3, an angel. He 
had the appearance of a man. Comp. 
Mark xvi. 5. IT In bright clothing. See 
Note, Matt, xxviii. 3. 

33. Thou hast well done. This is an 
expression of grateful feeling. U Before 
God. In the presence of God. It is im- 
plied, that they believed that God saw 
them, and that tliey were assembled at 
his command, and that they were dis- 
posed to listen to his instructions. 

34. Then Peter opened his mouth. Be- 
gan to speak. Matt. v. 2. ^ Of a truth. 
Truly, evidently. That is, I have evi- 
dence here that God is no respecter of 
persons. ^ Is no respecter of persons. 
The word used here denotes the act of 
showing favour to one on account of 
rank, family, wealth, or partialitjr, arising 
from any cause. It is explained in James 
ii. 1 — 4. A judge is a respecter of per* 
sons when he favours one of the parlies 
on account of private friendship ; or be- 
cause he is a man of rank, influence, o.' 
power; or because he belongs to the 
same political party, &c. The Jews sup- 
posed that they were peculiarly favoured 
by God, and that salvation was not ex- 
tended to other nations, and that the fact 
of being a Jew entitled them to this fa- 
vour. "Peter here says that he has learn 
ed the error of this doctrine. That « 
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35 But in « every nation he 
that feareth him, and worketh 

a Rom.2.l3,27;3.22,29;10,12,13. Eph.2.13-18. 



man is not to he accepted because he is a 
Jew, nor is he io he excluded because he 
IS a Gentile. The barrier is broken down ; 
the offer is made to all ; and God will 
save all on the same principle ; not by ex- 
ternal privileges, or rank, but according to 
their character. The same doctrine is 
elsewhere explicitly stated in the New 
Testament. Rom.ii.ll, Eph. vi. 9. Col. iii. 
25. It may be observed here that this 
does not refer to the doctrine oi divine 
sovereignty or election. It simply af- 
firms that God will not save a man be- 
cause he is a Jew ; nor because he is 
rich, or learned, or of elevated rank ; 
nor by any external privileges. Nor 
will he exclude a man because he is des- 
titute of these privileges But this does 
not affirm that lae will not make a differ- 
ence in. their character, and then treat 
them according to their character ; nor 
that he will not pardon whom he pleases, 
which is a different question. The in- 
terpretation of this passage should be 
limited strictly to the case in hand — to 
mean that God will not accept and save 
a man on account of external national 
rank and. privileges. That by receiving 
some, and leaving others, on other 
grounds, he will not make a difference, 
IS not any where denied. Comp. 1 Cor. 
iv. 7. Rom. xii. 6. It is worthy of re- 
mark further, that the most strenuous ad- 
vocate for the doctrines of sovereignty 
and election in the New Testament— 
the apostle Paul — is also the one that 
laboured most to establish the doctrine 
that God was no respecter of persons, 
that is, that there was no difference be- 
tween the Jews and Gentiles in regard 
to the way of salvation ; that God would 
not save a man because he was a Jew, 
nor destroy a man because he was a 
Gentile. Yet in regard to the whole race 
viewed as lyins on a level, he maintained 
that God had a right to exercise the pre- 
rogatives of a sovereign, and to have 
mercy on whom he wt»uld have mercy. 
The doctrine may be thus stated. (1.) 
The barrier between the Jews and Gen- 
tiles \vas broken down. (2.) AH men 
thus were placed on a level — none to be 
?aved by external privileges, none to be 
Jost by the want of them. (3.) All were 
guilty (Rom. i. ii. iii.), and none had a 
claim on God. (4.) If any were saved, it 
would be by God's showing mercy on 
^uch of this common mass as ho chose. 



righteousness, is accepted witn 
him. 



See Rom. iii. 22 ; x. 12 ; ii. 11. Gal. i 6. 
Compared with Rom. ix. and Eph. i. 

35. But in every nation, &c. This is 
given as a reason for what Peter had just 
said, that God was no respecter of persons. 
The sense is, that he now perceived 
that the favours of God were not con- 
fined to the Jew, but might be extendec! 
to all others on the same principle. The 
remarkable circumstances here, the vi- 
sion to him, and to Cornelius, and the 
declaration that the alms of Cornelius 
were accepted, now convinced Peter 
that the favours of God were no longer 
to be confined to the Jewish people, but 
might be extended to all. This was 
what the vision was designed to teach : 
and to communicate this to the apostles 
was an important step in their work of 
spreading the gospel. IT Jn every nation. 
Among all people. Jews or Gentiles. 
Acceptance with God does not depend 
on the fact of being descended from 
Abraham, or of possessing external privi- 
leges, but on the state of the heart. IT lie 
that feareth him. This is put for piety 
towards God in general. See Note, ch. 
ix. 31. It means that he that honours 
God, and keeps his law ; that is a true 
worshipper of God, according to the 
light and privileges which he has, is ap- 
proved by him, as giving evidence that 
he is his friend. IT And worketh right- 
eousness. Does that which is right and 
just. This refers to his conduct towards 
man. He that discharges conscientiously 
his duty to his fellow-men, and evinces 
by his conduct that he is a righteous 
man. These two thmgs comprehend the 
whole of religion, the sum of all the re- 
quirements of God — piety towards God, 
and justice towards all men ; and as Cor- 
nelius had showed these, he showed that, 
though a Gentile, he was actuated by 
true piety. We may observe here, (1.) 
That it is not said that Cornelius was ac- 
cepted (m account of his good works. 
Those works were simply an evidence 
of true piety in the heart; a proof thai 
he feared arid loved God, and not a me. 
ritorious ground of acceptance. (2.) lie 
improved the light which he had. (3.) 
He embraced the Saviour when he was of- 
fered to him. This circumstance makes 
an essential difference between the case 
of Cornelius, and those who depend on 
their morality in Christian lands. They 
do not embrace the Lord Jesus, and thev 
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36 The word which God sent 
anto the children of Israel, preach- 
ing- peace '^ by Jesus Christ ; (he 
is. ^' Lord of all ;) 

37 That word, 1 say^ je know, 
which was published throughout 

a sa.57 19. Col.1.20. b P8.24.'. -10. Matt.28.1S. 

a:.. 1 1.9. lCor.15.27. Eph.1.20-22. lPet,3.22. Rev 17.14. 



81 e, therefore, totally unlike the Roman 
i/pntiirion. His example should not be 
plead, therefore, by those who neglect the 
Saviour, for it furnishes no evidence 
that ihry will be accepted, when they are 
totally unlike him. 

36. The word. That is, this is the word, 
or the doctrine. Fevt' passages in the New 
Testament have perplexed critics more 
than this. It has been difficult to ascer- 
tain to what the term " word" in the ac- 
cusative case (rov xo^^ov) here refers. Our 
translation would lead us to suppose that 
it is synonymous with what is said in 
the following verse. But it should be 
remarked that the term used there, and 
translated " word," as i£ it were a repeti- 
tion of what is said here, is a different 
term. It is not xoyov, but)7p/*« — a word, 
a thing; not a doctrine. I understand 
the first term "word" to be an introduc- 
tion of the doctrine which Peter set forth, 
and to be governed by a preposition un- 
derstood. The vi^hoie passage may be 
thus expressed : Peter had been asked to 
teach Cornelius and his assembled friends. 
It was expected, of course, that he woukl 
instruct him in regard to the true doc- 
trines of religion — the doctrine which had 
been communicated to the Jews. He 
commences, therefore, with a statement 
respecting the true doctrine of the Mes- 
siah, or the way of salvation which wa?i 
now made known to the Jews. * In re- 
gard to the word, or the doctrine which 
God sent to the children of Israel, pro- 
claiming peace through Jesus Christ (who 
is Lord of all), you know already that 
which was done, or the transactions 
which occurred throughout all Judea, 
from Galilee, where he commenced after 
John had preached, that this was by Je- 
sus Christ, since God had anointed him,' 
Sic,. Peter here assumes that Cornelius 
had some knowledge of the principal 
events of the life of the Saviour, though 
it was obscure and imperfect; and his 
diGoourse professes only to state this more 
fidly and clearly. He commences his 
discourse with stating the true doctrine 
on the subject; and explaining more per- 
fectly that of which Cornelius had been 



all Jndea, and began from Gali- 
lee, after the baptism which John 
I reached : 

38 How God anointed <^ Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power, who ^ went about doing 

«;Lu.l4.18. Heb.1.9. (ZMatt.l2.l5. 



only imperfectly informed IT U7iio the 
children of Israel. To the Jems. The 
Messiah was promised to them, and spent 
his life among them. IT Preaching. That 
is, proclaiming, or announcing. God did 
this by Jesus Christ IF Peace. This word 
sometimes refers to the peace or union 
which was made between Jews and Gen- 
tiles, by breaking down the wall of divi- 
sion between them. But it is here used 
in a wider sense, to denote peace or re- 
conciliation with God. He anRounced 
the way by which man might be recon- 
ciled to God, and might find peace. IT He 
is Lord of all. That is, Jesus Christ. He 
is Sovereign, or Ruler of both Jews and 
Gentiles; he is their proprietor; and 
hence Peter saw the propriety of preach- 
ing the gospel to the Gentiles as well as 
Jews. See John xvii. 2, Matt, xxviii. 18. 
Eph. i. 20 — 22. This does not necessa- 
rily imply divinity; but only that the 
Lord Jesus, as Mediator, had been consti- 
tuted or appointed Lord over all nations, 
ft is true, however, that this is a power 
which w^e cannot conceive to have been 
delegated lo one that was not divine. 
Com p. Rom. ix. 5. 

37. That word. Greek, /Jij/w:*— a differ- 
ent word from ■ aat in the previous verse 
It may be translated thing as well as loord 
H" Which ivaa puUished. Greek, Which 
was done. ' You know, though it may be 
imperfectly, what was done or accem 
plished in Judea,' &c. T Throughout ah 
Judea. The miracles of Christ were no* 
confined to any place, but were wrought 
in every part of the land. For an account 
of the divisions of Palestine, see Notes, 
Matt. ii. 22. ^ And began, &c. Greek, 
Having been begun in Galiieer Galileo 
was not far from Cesarea. There was, 
therefore, the more probability that Cor 
neiius had heard of what had occurred 
there. ? -ndeed, tho Gospels themselves 
furnish the highest evidence that tho 
fame of the miracles of Christ spread mio 
all the surrounding regions. 

38. How God anointed, &c. That is, 
set him apart to this work, and was with 
him, acknowledging him as the Messiah 
See Note, Matt. i. L f With the Hof.h 
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good, and healing all that wnre op- 
pressed '^ of the devil : for * God 
was with him. 

39 And we <= are witnesses of all 
things which he did, both in the 
land of the Jews and in Jerusalem ; 
whom they slew and hanged on a 
tree. 

40 Him God raised up ^ the third 
day, and shewed him openly ; 

41 Not « to all the people, but 
unto witnesses chosen before-^ of 

a Hrjo.3.8. i Jno,3,2, c Lu.24,48. c,3.32. 

d Matt.2S.l,2. e Jno. 14,22. Jno.c.20 & 21. /Jno. 

l£w'6. 



(ji'iosL See Note, Luke iv. 19. The act 
of anointing the kings and priests seems 
to have been emblematic of the influences 
of the Holy Ghost. Here it means that 
God communicated to him the influences 
r)f the Holy Spirit, thus setting him apart 
for the work of tiie Messiah. See JMatt. 
lii. 16, 17. John iii. 34, "God giveth not 
the Spirit by measure unto him." *! And 
with power. The power of healing the 
sick, raising the dead, &c. % Who went 
about doing good. Whose main business 
it was to travel from place to place to do 
good. He did not go for applause, or 
wealth, or comfort, or ease, but to diiflise 
happiness as far as possible. This is the 
simple but sublime record of his life. 
This, in few, but most affecting words, 
tells us all about the Saviour. It gives us 
a distinct portrait of his character, as he 
is distinguished from conquerors and 
iings, and false prophets and the mass of 
men. H A7id healing, &c. Restoring to 
health. ^ All thai were oppressed of the 
ievil. Ail that were possessed by him. 
See Note, Matt. iv. 23, 24. ^ God was 
with him. God appointed him, and fur- 
nished by his miracles the highest evi- 
dence that he had sent him. His miracles 
were such that they could be wrought 
only by God. 

39. And we are witnesses. We who are 
apostles. See Note, Luke xxiv. 48. ^ In 
Uie land of the Jews. In the country of 
ludea. IF Whom they slew, &c. Our 
franslation would seem to imply that 
1 ho re were two separate acts — first slay- 
ing him, and then suspending him. Bu 
this i.s neither according to truth nor to 
the Greek text. The original is simply, 
whom they put to death, suspending him 
.:>n a tree/ IT On a tree. On a cross. See 
Note, ch. V. 30. 
40 Shewed him openli/. Manifestly; 



orod, eve7i to us, who did eat and 
drink with him after he rose from 
the dead. 

43 And he commanded us ^ to 
preach unto the people,' and to tes- 
tify that ^ it is he which was ordain- 
ed of God to be the Judge of quick 
and dead. 

43 To him *■ give all the prophets 
witness, that through his name 
whosoever ^ believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sms. 

g Matt.28.19,20. h Jno.5.22,27. c.17.31. 2Cor.6.10 
lPet.4.5. i Lu.24.27,44. Jno.5.f.9. ^ Jno.3.14 

17. Rom.10,11. 



so that there could be no deception, no 
doubt of his resurrection. 

41. Not to all the jjeople. Not to the 
nation at large ; for thisvvas not necessaiy 
in order to establish the truth of his resur 
rection. He however showed himself to 
many persons. See the Harmonj-^ of the? 
accounts of the resurrection of Jesus at 
the close of the Notes on Matthew. 
IT Chosen of God. Appointed by God, or 
set apart, bv his authority through Jesus 
Christ. IT Who did eat and drink, &c. 
And by doing this lie furnished the clear- 
est possible proof that he was truly risen ; 
and that they were not deceived by an 
illusion of the imagination, or by a phan- 
tasm. Comp. John xxi. 12, 13. 

42. And he commanded us, &c. Matt, 
xxviii. 39, 20. Mark xvi. 15, 16. IT And to 
testify. ^To bear witness. IT That it is het 
&c. See Notes, John v. 22—27. Comp 
the references in the margin. IT Of quick 
The living. The doctrine of the New 
Testament is, that those which are alive 
when the Lord Jesus shall return to judge 
the world, shall be caught up in vast 
numbers like clouds, to meet him in the 
air, without seeing death. 1 Thess. iv. 
16, 17. Yet before this, they shall experi- 
ence such a change in their bodies as shall 
fit them for the judgment and for their 
elernal residence — a change which shall 
liken them to those who have dietl, and 
have been raised from the dead. Whai 
this change will be, speculation may 
fancy, but the Bible has not revealed. 
See 1 Cor. xv. .52, " The dead shall b© 
raised, and we shall be changed." 

43. To him give, &G. See Note, Luko 
xxiv. 27. 44. IF That through his name^ 
&c. This was hnplied in what the pro- 
phets said. See Rom. x. 11. It was not, 
indeed, expressly affirmed that they who 
believed in him should be pardoned ; hat 
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44 While Petor yet spake these 
words, the Holy Ghost ® fell on all 
them which heard the word. 

45 And they * of the circumci- 
sion which believed Were astonish- 
ed, as many as came with Peter, 
because that on the Gentiles also 
was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Ghost: 

46 For they heard them speak '^ 
with tongues, and magnify God. 
Then answered Peter, 

47 Can ^ any man forbid water, 
that these should not be baptized 
which have received the Holy Ghost 
as well as we 1 



this was implied in what they said. They 
promised a Messiah; and their religion 
consisted mainly in believing in a Mes- 
siah to come. See the reasoning of the 
apostle Paul in Rom. iv. 

44. The Holy Ghost fell, &c. Endow- 
ing them with the power of speaking with 
other tongues, ver. 46. Of this the apos- 
tle Peter makes much in his argument in 
ch. xi. 17. By this, God showed that the 
Gentiles were to be admitted to the same 
privileges with the Jevvs, and to the bless- 
ings of salvation in the same manner. 
Comp. ch. ii. 1 — 4. ^ Which heard the 
word. The word of God ; the message of 
the gospel. 

45. And , they of the circumcision. Who 
had been Jews. IF Were astonished. Were 
amazed that Gentiles should be admitted 
to the same favour as themselves. 

46. Speak with tongues. In other lan- 
guages Ihan their native language, ch. ii. 
4. IT And magnify God. And praise God. 

47. Can any man forbid water, &c. 
They have shown that they are favoured 
in the same way as the Jewish converts. 
God has manifested himself to them, as 
he did to the Jews on the day of Pente- 
cost. Is it not clear, therefore, that they 
are entitled to the privilege of Christian 
baptism? The expression here used is 
one that would naturally refer to water's 
being brought ; that is, to a small quanti- 
ty ; and would seem to imply that they 
were baptized, not by immersion, but by 
pouring or sprinkling. 

48. And he commanded them, &c. Why 
Peter did not himself baptize them is un- 
known. But it might be, perhaps, because 
Ihe chose to make use of the ministry of 
ihe brethren who were with him, to pre- 

©ht the possibility of future cavil, if 



48 And he commanded them tc 
he baptized in the name of the Lord, 
Then prayed they him to tarry cer- 
tain days. 

CHAPTER XI. 

A ND the apostles and brethren 

-^ that were in Judea heard that 

the Gentiles had also received the 

word of Godp 

2 And when Peter was come up 
to Jerusalem, 'hey ^ that were of 
the circumcision contended wath 
him, 

3 Saying, Thou wentest in to 
men uncircumcised, and didst eat 
with them. 

e c.10.23,'28. Gal.2.12. c.l0.9,&c. 

tfiey did it themselves, they could not so 
easily be led by the Jews to find fault 
with it. It may be added, also, that it 
seems not to have been the practice of 
the apostles themselves to baptize very 
extensively. This was left to be per 
formed by others. See 1 Cor. i. 14 — 17, 
"Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel." 

CHAPTER XI. 

1. And the apostles and brethren. The 
Christians who were in Judea. IT Heardy 
&c. So extraordinaiy an occurrence as 
that at Cesarea, the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on the Gentiles, and their reception 
into the church, would excite attention, 
and be likely to produce much sensibility 
in regard to the conduct of Peter and 
those with him. It was so contrary to all 
the ideas of the Jews, that it is not to be 
wondered at that it led to contention. 

2. They that were of the circumcision 
The Christians who had been converted 
from among the Jews. IT Contended with 
him. Disputed ; or reproved him ; charg- 
ed him with being in fault. This is one 
of the circumstances which show conclu- 
sively that the apostles and early Chris- 
tians did not regard Peter as having any 
particular supremacy over the church, or 
as being in any peculiar sense the vicar 
of Christ upon earth. If Peter had been 
regarded as having the authority which 
the Roman Catholics claim for him, they 
would have submitted at once to what he 
had thought proper to do. But the primi- 
tive Christians had no such idea of his 
authority. This claim for Peter is not 
only opposed to this place, but to every 
part of the New Testament. 

3. And didsl eat with i>jem. See Not^ 
ch.x. 13, 14 
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4 But Peter rehearsed the matter 
from th(j beginning, and expounded 
it by order unto them, saying, 

5 I was in the city of Joppa, 
praying : and in a trance I saw a 
vision, A certain vessel descend, as 
It had been a great sheet let down 
from heaven by four corners ; and 
it came even to me : 

6 Upon the which when I had 
fastened mine eyes, I conit"'4ered, 
and saw four-footed beasts if the 
earth, and wild beasts, and crv^ '-^^ing 
things, and fowls of the air. 

7 And I heard a voice saying 
unto me, Arise, Peter; slay, and 
eat. 

8 But I said, Not so. Lord : for 
nothing common or unclean hath 
at any time entered into my mouth. 

9 But the voice answered me 
again from heaven. What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou com- 
mon. 

10 And this was done three 
times: and all were drawn up 
again into heaven. 

aJno.16.13. Z. F8.19.7-11. Jno.6.63,68 c c.2.4. 



4. But Peter rehearsed. Greek, Peter 
beginning, explained it to them in order. 
That is, he began with the vision which 
he saw, and gave a narrative of the vari- 
ous events in order, as they actually occur- 
red. A simple and unvarnished statement 
of fads is usually the best way of disarm- 
ing prejudice and silencing opposition. In 
revivals of true religion, the best way of 
silencing opposition, and especially among 
Christians, is to make a plain statement 
of things as they actuilly occurred. Op- 
position most commonly arises from pre- 
judice, or from false and exaggerated 
statements ; and those can be best remov- 
ed, not by angry contention, but by an 
unvarnished relation of the facts. In most 
cases prejudice will thus be disarmed, 
and opposition will die away, as was the 
case in regard to the admission of the 
Gentiles to the church. '^ And expounded 
«i. Explained it ; slated it as it actually 
occurred. IF In order. One event after 
another, as they happened. He thus 
showed that his own mind had been as 
much biassed as theirs, and stated in 
what manner his prejudices had^been re- 
moved. It often happens that tKose who 



11 Arid, behoid, immediately 
there were three men already come 
unto the house where I was, sent 
from Cesarea unto me, 

13 And the Spirit « bade me go 
with them, nothing doubting. 
Moreover, these six brethren ac- 
companied me; and we entered 
into the man's house : 

13 And he shewed us how he had 
seen an angel in his house, which 
stood and said unto him. Send men 
to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose 
surrime is Peter; 

14 Who shall tell tlise words * 
whereby thou and all thy house 
shall be saved. 

15 And as I began to speak, the 
Holy Ghost fell on them, as '^ on 
us at the beginning. 

16 Then reniembered I the word 
of the Lord, how that he said, John 
"^ indeed baptized with water ; but 
" ye shall be baptized with the Holy 

*Ghost. 

17 Forasmuch then as God gave 
•/"them the like gift as he did untj, 

d Matt.3.11. Jno.1.26,33. c.1.5. e l5a.44.3. Jo.' - 

2.23. / c.15.8,9. 

become most zealous and devoted in an 
new plans for the advancement of rel. 
gion, were as much opposed to them a 
first as others. They are led from on 
circumstance to another, until their pre 
judices die away, and the providence and 
Spirit of God indicate clearly their duty 
5—14. See ch. x. 9—33. 

14. And all thy house. Thy family. 
This is a circumstance which is omitted 
in the account in ch. x. It is said, how 
ever, in ch. x. 2, that Cornelius feared 
God with all his house. And it is evident 
from ch. x. 48, that the family also receiv- 
ed the ordinance of baptism, and was re- 
ceived into the church. 

15. A?id as I began to speak. Or, while 
I was speaking. IT The Holy Ghost, &c. 
x. 44. 

16.. The word of the Lord See Note, 
ch. i. 5. 

17. What was I. What power or right 
had f to oppose the manifest will of God 
that the Gentiles should be received into 
the Christian church. IT Withstand God. 
Oppose or repist God ? He had indicated 
his will; he had showed his intention to 
save the Gentiles ; 'and the prejudices of 
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us who believed on tlie Lord Jesus 
Christ, what ^ \^-as I, that I could 
withstand Godl 

18 When they heard these things, 
they held their peace, and, glorified 
God, saying, Then hath God also 



Peter were all overcome. One of the 
best means of destroying prejudice and 
false opinions, is a powerful revival of re- 
ligion. More erroneous doctrines and 
unholy feelings are overcome in such 
scenes, than in all the angry controversies, 
and bigoted and fierce contentions that 
have ever taken place. If men wish to 
root error out of the church, they should 
strive by all means to promote every 
where, revivals of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion. The Holy Spirit more easily and 
eifectually silences false doctrine, and 
destroys heresy, than all the denuncia- 
tions of fierce theologians; all the alarms 
of professed zeal for truth ; and all the 
anathemas which professed orthodoxy and 
love for the purity of the church ever 
uttered from the icebergs on which such 
champions usually seek their repose and 
their home. 

18. They held tbzir peace. They were 
convinced, as Peter had been, by the 
manifest indications of the will of God. 
IF Then hath God, &c. The great truth 
is in this manner established, that the 
doors of the church are opened to the 
entire Gentile world — a great and glori- 
ous truth, that was worthy of this remark- 
able interposition. It at once changed 
the views of the apostles and of the early 
Christians ; gave them new, large, and 
liberal conceptions of the gospel ; broke 
down all their long-cherished prejudices ; 
taught them to look upon ail men as their 
brethren ; and impressed their hearts with 
the truth, never after to be eradicated, 
that the Christian church was founded 
for the wide world, and opened the same 
glorious pathway to life wherever man 
mif»;ht be found, whether with the narrow 
prejudice of the Jew, or amidst the degra- 
dations of the pagan world. To this truth 
we owe our ho})es ; for this, we should 
thank the God of heaven; and impressed 
with it, we should seek to invite the en- 
tire world to partake with us of the rich 
provisions of the gospel of the blessed 

19. Now they, &c. This vprse intro- 
duces a new train of historical remark ; 
and from this point ihe course of the his- 
tory of the Acts of the Apostles takes a 
SAW direction. Thus far, the histor/ had 



to the Gentiles ^ granted repentance 
unto life* 

19 Now they '^ which \vere scat- 
tered abroad upon the persecution 
that arose about Stephen, travelled 
as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and 

ib Rom. 10. r2, 13; 15.9,16. ccS.l. 



recorded chiefly the preaching of the gos- 
pel to the Jews only. From this point 
the history records the efforts made to 
convert the Gentiles. It begins with the 
labours put forth in the important city of 
Antioch (ver. 19, 20); and, as during the 
work of grace that occurred in that city, 
the labours of the apostle Paul were es- 
pecially sought (ver. 25, 26), the sacred 
writer thenceforward confines the history 
mainly to his travels and labours. IT Which 
were scattered abroad. See ch. viii. 1. ^ As 
far as Phenice. Phoenice, or Phojnicia, 
was a province of Syria, which in its 
largest sense, comprehended a narrow 
strip of country lying on the eastern coast 
of the Mediterranean, and extending from 
Antioch to the borders of Egypt. But 
Phoenice Proper extended only fj-om the 
cities of Laodicea to Tyre, and included 
only the territories of Tyre and Sidon. 
This country was called sometimes sim- 
ply Canaan. See Note, Matt. xv. 22- 
IT And Cyprus. An island off the coast 
of Asia Minor, in the Mediterranean sea. 
See Note, Acts iv. 36. H' And Antioch. 
There were two cities of this name, one 
situated in Pisidia in Asia Minor (see ch 
xiii. i4); the other, referred to here, was 
situated on the river Orontes, and was 
long the capital of Syria. It was built by 
SeleucusNicanor,and was called Antioch 
in honour of his father Antiochus, It was 
founded three hundred and one years be- 
fore Christ. It is not mentioned in the 
Old Testament, but is several times men- 
tioned in the Apocrypha, and in the New 
Testament. It was" long the most power- 
ful city of the East, and was inferior only 
to Seleucia and Alexandria. It was ia- 
mous for the fact that the right of citizen- 
ship was conferred by Soleucus on the 
Jews as well as the Greeks and Macedo- 
nians, so that here they had the privilege 
of worship m their own way Without mo- 
lestation. It is probable that the Chris- 
tians would be regarded merely as a sec- 
of Jews., and would be here suffered to 
celebrate thejr worship without interrup- 
tion. On this account it may have been, 
that the early Christians regarded this 
city as of such particular importance, be- 
cause here they could find a reluge from 
persecution, and be permitted to w^'shi*' 
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Antioch, preaching tlie word to none 
but " unto the Jews only. , 

20 And some of them were men 
of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, 
when they were come to Antioch, 
spake unto the Grecians, ^ preaching 
the Lord Jesus. 

21 And the ^ hand of the Lord 
was with them : and a great num- 

aMatt.10.6. & c.6.1:9,29. c Lu.1.66. 



God Without molestation. This city v/as 
honoured as a Roman colony, a metropo- 
lis, and an asylum. It was large; was 
almost square; had many gates; was 
adorned with fine fountains ; and was a 
city of great opulence. It was however 
Bubject to earthquakes, and was several 
times nearly destroyed. In the year 588 
it experienced an' earthquake in which 
60,000 persons were destroyed. It was 
taken by the Saracens in A. D. 638, and 
after some changes and revolutions, it 
was taken during the crusades, after a 
long and bloody siege, by Godfrey of Bou- 
illon, June 3, A. D. 1098. In 1268 it was 
taken by the sultan of Egypt, who de- 
molished it, and placed it under the 
dominion of the Turk. Antioch is 
now called Antakia, and contains about 
10,000 inhabitants. {Robinson's Calmet) 
ir Preaching the word. The word of God, 
the gospel. IT To none but unto the Jews 
only. They had the common prejudices 
of the Jews, that the offers of salvation 
were to be made only to Jews. 

20. Were men of Cyprus and Cyrene. 
Were natives of Cyprus and Cyrene. 
Cyrene was a province and city of Ly- 
bia in Africa. It is at present called 
Cairoan, and is situated in the kingdom 
of Barca. In Cyprus the Greek language 
was spoken ; and from the vicinity of 
Cyrene to Alexandria, it is probable" that 
the Greek language was spoken there 
also. From this circumstance it might 
have happened ihat they were led more 
particularly to address the Grecians who 
were in Antioch. It is possible, how- 
ever, that they might have heard of ihe 
vision which Peter saw, and felt them- 
selves called on to preach the gospel to 
the Gentiles. % Spake unto the Grecians, 
rreci rovs'EKKi]vi(rTxg, To the Hellenists. 
This word usually denotes in the New 
Testament those Jews residing in fo- 
reign lands, who spoke the Greek lan- 
guage. See Note, ch. vi. 1. But to them 
the gospel had been already preached 
and yet in this place it is evidently the 
intention of Lnlte to affirm, that the men 



her believed, and turned ^ unto the 
Lord. 

22 Then tidings of these things 
came unto the ears of the church 
which was in Jerusalem ; and they 
sent forth Barnabas, * that he 
should go as far as Antioch. 

23 Who, when he came, and 
had seen the grace of God, was 

dc.15.19. lTh.1.9. ec.9.27. 



of Cyprus and Cyrene preached to those 
who were 7wt Jews, and that thus their 
conduct was distinguished from those 
(ver. 19) who preached to the Jews only. 
It is thus manifest that we are here re« 
quired to understand the Gentiles, as 
those who were addressed by the men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene. In many MSS. the 
word used here is 'Exxv.vug, Greeks, in- 
stead of Hellenists. This reading has 
been adopted by Griesbach, and is found 
in the Syriac, the Arabic, the Vulgate, and 
in many of the fathers. The ^thiopic ver- 
sion reads ' to the Gentiles.' There is no 
doubt that this is the true reading ; and 
that the sacred writer means to say that 
the gospel was here preached to those 
who were not Jews, for all were called 
Greeks by them who were not Jews. 
Rom. i. 16. The connexion would lead 
us to suppose that they had heard of 
what had been done by Peter, and that, 
imitating his example, they preached the 
gospel now to the Gentiles also. 

21. And the hand of the Lord. See 
Note, Luke i. 66. Comp. Ps. Ixxx. 17. 
The meaning is, that God showed them 
favour, and evinced his power in the con- 
version of their hearers. 

22. Then tidings, ^c. The church at 
Jerusalem heard of thi«. It was natural 
that so remarkable an occurrence as the 
conversion of the Gentiles, and the ex- 
traordinary success of the gospel in a 
splendid and mighty city, should be re- 
ported at Jerusalem, and excite deep in- 
terest there. IT And they sent forth. To 
aid the disciples there, and to give them 
their sanction. They had done a similar 
thing in the revival which occurred in 
Samaria. Note, eh. viii. 14. IT Barna-^ 
has. See ch. iv. 36, 37. He was a na- 
tive of Cyprus, and was probably weW 
acquainted with Antioch. He was, there- 
fore, peculiarly qualified foi the work 
on which they sent him. 

23. Had seen the grace of God. The 
favour, or mercy of God, in converting 
sinners to himself IT Was glad. Ap. 
proved of what had been done in preach- 
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g'lad ^ and exhorted * them all, that 
with purpose *= of ^ heart they 
Avould cleave unto the Lord 

24 For he was a good man, and 

b C.13.43jl4.22. c P8.17.2. J!Cor.l.l7. 



a 3Jn«9.4, 
dpr.23/V 



ing the gospel to the Gentiles, and re- 
joiced that God had poured down his 
Spirit on them. The effect of a revival 
IS to produce joy in the hearts of all 
those who love the Saviour. ^. And ex- 
horted Ihem all. Entreated them. They 
would be exposed to many trials and 
temptations, and he sought to secure their 
affections in the cause of religion. 
^ That with purpose of heart. With a 
firm mind ; with a fixed, settled resolu- 
tion ; that they would make this their 
settled plan of life, their main object. A 
purpose, TT-go^eTi?, is a resolution of the 
mind, a plan, or intention. Rom. viii. 28. 
Eph. i.ll;iii. 11. 2 Tim. i. 9 ; iii. 10. It 
is a resolution of the mind in regard to 
future condufit, and the doctrine of Bar- 
nabas here ^vas, undoubtedly, that it 
should be a regular, fixed, determined 
plan, or design, in their minds, that they 
would henceforward adhere to God. 
This plan must be formed by all Chris- 
tians in the beginning of their Christian 
life, and without such a plan there can 
be no evidence of piety. We may also 
remark that such a plan is one of the 
heart. It is not simply of the understand- 
ing, but is of the entire mind, including 
the will and affections. It is the leading 
principle; the strongest affection; the 
guiding purpose of the will to adhere to 
God. And unless this is the prevalent, 
governing desire of the heart, there can 
be no evidence of conversion. "iT Tftat 
they woidd cleave. Greek, That they 
would remain,!, e. Xh^X they would ad- 
here constantly and faithfully attached to 
the Lord. 

24. For he was a good man. This is 
given as a reason why he was so emi* 
nently successful. It is not said that he 
was a man of distinguished talents, or 
learning ; that he Avas a splendid or an 
imposing preacher; but simply that he 
was a pious, humble man of God. He 
*vas honest, and devoted to his master's 
work. We should not undervalue ta- 
lent, eloquence, or learning in the minis- 
try ; but we may remark, that humble 
piety will often do more in the conver- 
sion of souls than the most splendid ta- 
lents. !No endowments can be a substi- 
tute for this. The real power of a 
■ofiinister is concentrated in this , and 



full " of the Holy Ghost, and o? 
faith ; and ^ much people was add- 
ed unto the Lord. 

25 Then ^ departed Barnabas 

cc.6.5. /ver.21. s-c.9.27,30. 

without this his ministry will be barren- 
ness and a curse. There is nothing (m 
this earth so mighty as goodness. If a 
man wished to make the most of hia 
powers, the true secret would be found 
in employing them for a good object, and 
suffering them to be w^holly under the 
direction of benevolence. John How- 
ard's purpose to do good has made a more 
permanent impression on the interests of 
the world than the mad ambition of 
Alexander or Caisar. Perhaps the ex- 
pression, " he was a good man," means 
that he was a man of a kind, amiable, 
and sweet disposition. ^ Fvll of the Holy 
Ghost. Was entirely under the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. He was emi- 
nently a pious man. This is the second 
qualification here mentioned of a good 
minister. He was not merely exemplary 
for mildness and loudness of temper, but 
he was eminently a man .of God. He 
was filled with the influences of the sa- 
cred Spirit, producing zeal, love, peace, 
joy, &c. See Gal. v. 22, 23. Comp. 
Acts ii. 4, Note. IT And of faith. Confi- 
dence in the truth and promises of God. 
This is the third qualification mentioned ; 
and this was another cause of his suc- 
cess. He confided in God. He trusted 
to his promises. He depended, not on his 
own strength, but on the strength of the 
arm of God. With these quaUficaiions 
he engaged in his work, and he was suc- 
cessful. These qualifications should be 
sought by the ministry of the gospel 
Others should not indeed be neglected, 
but a man's ministry will usually be 
successful only as he seeks to possess 
those endowments which distinguished 
Barnabas — a kind, tender, benevolenJ 
heart ; devoted piety ; the fulness of the 
Spirit's influence ; and strong, unwaver- 
ing confidence in the promises and power 
of God. IT And much people. Many 
people. IT Was added unto the Lord, 
Became Christians. 

25. Then departed, &c. Why Barna- 
bas sought Saul is not known. It is pro- 
bable, however, that it was owing to the 
remarkable success which he had in An- 
tioch. There was a great revival of 
religion ; and there was need of addi 
tional labour. In such scenes the minis 
ters of the gospel need additional help 
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to Tarsus, for to seek Saul : 

26 And Vt^hen he had found him, 
he brought him unto Antioch. And 
it came to pass, that a whole year 



as men in harvest-time seek the aid of 
others. Saul was in this vicinity (ch. ix. 
3<3), and he was eminently fitted to aid 
in this work. With him Barnabas was 
well acquainted (Act. ix. 27), and proba- 
bly there was no other one in that vicinit), 
whom he could obtain. IT To Tarsus. 
Note. Acts ix. 11. 

26. That a whole year. Antioch was a 
city exceedingly important in its numbers, 
wealth, and influence. It was for this 
reason, probably, that they spent so long 
a time there, instead of travelling in other 
places. The attention of the apostles was 
early and chiefly directed to cities, as 
being places of influence and centres of 
power. Thus Paul passed three years in 
the city of: Ephesus. Acts xx. 31. And 
thus he continued a year and a half at 
Corinth. Acts xviii, 11. It may be added 
that the first churches were founded in 
cities; and the most remarkable success 
attended the preaching of the gospel in 
large towns. IT 2Viey assembled themselves, 
&;c They came together for worship. 
II With the church. Marg. in the church. 
The Greek {Iv) will bear this construc- 
tion ,• but there is no instance in the JV ew 
Testament where the word church refers 
to the edifice in which a congregation 
worships. It evidently here means that 
Barnabas and Saul convened with the 
Christian assembly at proper times, 
through the space of a year, for the pur- 
poses of public worship. IT And the dis- 
ciples were called Christians, Slc. As this 
became the distinguishing name of the 
followers of Christ, it was worthy of re- 
cord. The name was evidently given 
because they were the followers of 
Christ. But by whom^ or with what 
views, it was given, is not certainly 
known. Whether it was given by their 
eiemies in derision., as the names Puri- 
tan, Quaker, Methodist, &c. have been^ 
OT whether the disciples assumed it them- 
iselves : or whether it was given by divine 
intimation, has been a matter of debate. 
That it was given in derision is not pro- 
bable. For in the name Christian there 
was nothing dishonourable. To be the 
professed friends of the Messiah, or the 
Christ, was not with Jews a matter of re- 
proach, for they all professed to be the 
friends of the Messiah. The cause of re- 
p'oach with the disciples was iVat they 



tl cy assembled themselves ' with 
the church, and taught « much peo- 
ple. And the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch. 



regarded Jesus of Nazareth as the iMes- 
siah; and hence, when they wished to 
speak of them with contempt, they would 
speak of them as Galileans (Acts ii. 7), or 
as Nazarenes (Acts xxiv. 5), ♦' And a ring> 
leader of the sect of the Nazarenes." 11 
is possible that the name might have been 
given to them as a mere appellation, with- 
out intending to convey by it any re- 
proach. The Gentiles would probably 
use this name to distinguish them; and 
it might have become thus the common 
appellation. It is evident from the Nevf 
Testament, I think, that it was not de- 
signed as a term of reproach. It is but 
twice used besides this place: Acts xxvi, 
28, " Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian." 1 Pet 
iv. 16, " Yet if any man suffer as a Chris- 
tian, let him not be ashamed." No cer- 
tain argument can be drawn in regard to 
the source of the name from the word 
which is used here. The word x^»}^«iT/(^aj 
used here, means, (1.) To transact any 
business; to be employed in accomplish- 
ing any thing, &c. This is its usual sig- 
nification in the Greek writers. It means, 
(2.) To be divinely admonished, to be in- 
structed by a divine communication, &c. 
Matt. ii. 12. Luke ii. 26. Acts x. 22. Heb. 
viii. 5; xi. 7; xii. 25. It also means, (3.) 
To be named, or called, in any way, with- 
out a divine communication. Rom. vii. 3, 
" She shall be called an adulteress." It 
cannot be denied, however, that the most 
usual signification in the New Testament 
is that ^yi Q. divine monition, or communica- 
tion ; and it is certainly j^ossV^Ze that the 
name was given by Barnabas and Saul. 
I incline to the opinion, however, that it 
was given to them by the Gentiles who 
were there, simpl)^ as an appellation, 
without intending it as a name of re- 
proach, and that it was readily assumed 
by the disciples as a name that would 
fitly designate them. If it had been as- 
sumed by them, or if Barnabas and Saul 
had conferred the name, the record would 
probably have been to that eflfect ; not 
simply that they " were called " but tha;*; 
they took this name, or that ii was given 
by the ap»ostles. It is, however, oflittle 
consequence whence the name original 
ed. It soon became a name of reproach 
and has u.sually been in all ages since, bj 
*he wicked, the gay, the licentious, ^.wA 
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27 Ani in these days came "- pro- 
phets from Jerusalem unto Anti- 
och. 

05c.2.17;l3.1.Eph.4.11. 

the nngodly. It is, however, an honoured 
name ; the most honourable appellation 
that can be conferred on a mortal. It 
suggests at once to a Christian the name 
or his great Redeemer ; the idea of our 
intimate relation to him; and the thought 
that we receive him as our chosen Leader, 
the source of our blessings, the author of 
our salvation, the fountain of our joys. It 
is the distinguishing name of all the re- 
deemed. It is not that we belong to this 
or that denomination; it is not that our 
names are connected with high and illus- 
trious ancestors ; it is not that they are 
recorded in the books of heralds ; it is not 
that they stand high in courts, and among 
the gay, and the fashionable, and the rich, 
that true honour is conferred on men. 
These are not the things that give distinc- 
tion and peculiarity to the followers of the 
Redeemer. It is that they are Christians ; 
that this is their peculiar name ; that by 
this they are known ; that this at once 
suggests their character, their feelings, 
their doctrines, their hopes, their joys. 
This binds them all together — a nauie 
which rises above every other appella- 
tion ; wliich unites in one the inhabitants 
of distant nations and tribes of men ; which 
connects the extremes of society, and 
places them in most important respects 
on a common level ; and which is a bond 
to unite in one family all those who love 
the Lord Jesas, though dwelling in dif 
ferent climes, speaking different lan- 
guages, engaged in different pursuits in 
life, and occupying distant graves at 
death. He who lives according to the 
import of this name is the most blessed 
and eminent of mortals. l*he name shall 
be had in remembrance when the names 
of royalty shall be remembered no more, 
and when the appellations of nobility 
shall cease to amuse or to dazzle the 
world. 

27. And in those days. While Barna- 
bas and Saul were at Antioch. IF Came 
prophets. The word prophet denotes pro- 
perly one who foretells future events. 
See Note, Matt. vii. 15. It is sometimes 
used in the New Testament to denote 
simply religious teachers^ instructors sent 
from God, without particular reference 
to future events. To teach the people in 
the doctrines of religion was a part of the 
prophetic office ; and this idea only was 
sometimes denoted by the use of the word. 



28 And there stood up one oi 
them, named Agabus, ^ and signi- 
fied by the Spirit that there should 



See Rom, xii. 6. 1 Cor. xii. 10. 28 ; xiii. 2. 
8; xiv. 3. 5. 24. These prophets seem to 
have been endowed in a remarkable 
manner with the knowledge of future 
events ; with the power of explaining 
mysteries; and in some cases with the 
power of speaking foreign languages. In 
this case, it seems that one of them at 
least had the power of foretelling future 
events. 

28. Named Agabus. This man is men-^ 
tioned but in one other place in the New 
Testament. In Acts xxi. 10, 11, he is men- 
tioned as having foretold that Paul would 
be delivered into the hands of the Gen- 
tiles. It is not expressly sad that he waa 
a Christian, but the connexion seems to 
imply that he was. IT And signified. See 
John xii. 33. The word usually denotes 
to indicate by signs, or with a degree of 
obscurity and uncertainty, not to declare 
in explicit language. But here it seems 
to denote simply to foretell, to predict 
^ By the Spirit. Under the influence of 
the Spirit. He was inspired. IF A great 
dearth. A great famine. IT Throughout 
all the world. The word here used 
{oix.ovf^ivy,v), usually denotes the inhabi^ 
able world, the parts of the earth which 
are cultivated and occupied. It is some- 
timepi limited, however, to denote an en- 
tire land or country, in contradistinction 
from the parts of it : thu&, to denote tht 
whole of the land of Palestine in distinc- 
tion from its parts ; or to denote that an 
event would have reference to all the 
land, and not be confined to one or more 
parts, as Galilee, Samaria, &c. See Note, 
Luke ii. 1. The meaning of this prophe- 
cy evidently is, that the famine would bo 
extensive ; that it would not be confined 
to a single province or region, but that it 
would extend so tar as that it might be 
called^enemZ. In fact, though the famine* 
was particularly severe in Judea, yet it 
extended much farther. This prediction 
was uttered not long after the conversion 
of Saul, and probably therefore, about 
the year A. D. 38, or A. D. 40. Dr. Lard- 
ner has attempted to show that the pro* 
phecy had reference only to the land of 
Judea, though in fact there were famines 
in Other places. {Lardnefs Works, vol. i 
pp. 253, 254. Ed. Lond. 1829.) IF Which 
came to pass, &c. This is one of the fevJ 
instances in which the sacred writers in 
the New Tes^Ament affirm the fulfilment 
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be great dearth througliout all the 
world : which came to pass in the 
days of Claudius Cesar. 

29 Then the disciples, every 
Daan adiording to his ability, de- 



termined to send " relief unto the 
brethren which dwelt in Judea : 

30 Which also they did, and * 
sent it to the elders by the hands 
of Barnabas and Saul. 

a Rom,15.26. lCor.16.1. 2Cor.9.1,2. fc c 12.25. 



of a prophecy. The history having been 
written after the event, it was natural to 
give a passing notice of the fulfilment 
IT In the days of Claudius C(Bsar. Tiie 
Roman emperor. He began his reign 
A. I>. 41, and reigned thirteen years. 
He was at last poisoned by one of his 
wives, Agrippiria, who wished to raise 
her son Nero to the throne. Daring his 
reign no less than/owr different famines 
are mentioned by ancient writers, one of 
which was particularly severe in Judea, 
and was the one doubtless to which the 
sacred writer here refers. (1.) The first 
happened at Rome, and occurred in the 
first or second year of the reign of Clau- 
dius. It arose from the difficulties of 
importing provisions from abroad. It is 
mentioned by Dio, whose words are 
these : "There being a great famine, he 
(Claudius) not only took care for a pre- 
sent supply, but provided also for the 
time to come." He then proceeds to 
state the great expense which Claudius 
was at in making a good port at the 
mouth of the Tiber, and a convenient 
passage from thence up to the city. Dio, 
lib. Ix. p. 671, 672. See also Suetonius, 
Claud, cap. 20. (2.) A second famine is 
mentioned as having been particularly 
severe in Greece. Of this famine Euse- 
bius speaks in his Chronicon, p. 204. 
" There was a great famine in Greece, 
in which a modius of wheat (about half 
a bushel) was sold for six drachms." 
This famine is said by JEusebius to have 
occurred in the ninth year of the reign 
of Claudius. (3.) In the latter part of 
his reign, A. D. 51, there was another 
famine at Rome, mentioned by Sueto- 
nius (Claud, cap. 18), and by Tacitus 
(Ann. xii. 43). Of this Tacitus says, that 
it was so severe, that it was deemed to 
be a divine judgment. (4.) A fourth fa- 
mine is mentioned as having occurred par- 
ticularly hi Judea, This is described by 
Josephus (Ant. b. xx. ch. 2, § 5). " A fa- 
mine," says he, " did oppress them at the 
time (in the time of Claudius) ; and m£^ny 
oeople died for the want; of what was 
necessary to procure food withal. <^ueen 
Helena sent soraq of her servant^ to 
Alexandria with money to buy a great 
quantity of corn, and others of them to 
I^voru«" t(^ Mng ^ C'lrgo of dried %s" 



This famine is described as having con- 
tinued under the two procurators of Ju- 
dea, Tiberias Alexander and Cassius Fa- 
dus. Fadus was sent into Judea, on the 
death of Agrippa, about the fourth year 
of the reign of Claudius, and the famine, 
therefore, continued probably during the 
fifth, sixth, and seventh years of the 
reign of Claudius, See Note in Whis- 
ton's Josephus, Ant. b. xx. eh. 2. $ 5 ; also 
Lardner as quoted above. Of this fa 
mine, or of the want consequent on the 
famine, repeated mention is made in the 
New Testament. 

29. Then the disciples. The Christis^na 
at xAntioch. ^ According to his ability 
According as they had prospered. It 
does not imply that they were rich, but 
that they rendered aid as they could af- 
ford it. IT Determined to send relief This 
arose not merely froni their general sense 
of their obligation to aid the poor, but 
they felt themselves particularly bound 
to aid their Jewish brethren. The obli- 
gation to aid the temporal wants of those 
from whom they had received so import- 
ant spiritual mercies, is repeatedly en- 
forced in the New Testament. Comp- 
liom. XV. 25—27. 1 Cor. x vi. 1,2. 2 Cor 
ix. 1, 2. Gal. ii. 10. 

30 Sent it to the elders. Greek, To the 
presbyters. This is the first mention 
v^'hich we have in the Nevv Testament 
of elders, or presbyters, in the Christian 
church. The word literally denotes 
aged men, but it was a n^nie of office 
only in the Jewish synagogue. It is 
clear, however, I think, that the elders 
of the Jewish synagogue here are not in- 
cluded, for the relief was intended for 
the " brethren, ver. 29, that is, the Chris' 
tians who were at Jerusalem, and it is 
not probable that a charity like this 
would haye been intrusted to the hands' 
of Jewish elders. The connexion her© 
does not enable us to determine any 
thing ?|bout the sense in which the word 
was used. I think it probable that 'i 
does not refer to officers in the cimrch 
but that it means simply that the charity 
was intrusted to the aged, prudevt^t, an3 
experienced men in the church, for dLstri* 
bution am.ong the membo-^. Calyi/i sup« 
ooses that the apostles were partictdprly 
intendec' BiU this is r^qt prpbablw |s 
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NOW about that time, Herod 
the king stretched ' forth his 
hands to vex certain of the church. 

t or, began. 



IS possible that the deacons, who were 
probablj^ aged men, may be here particu- 
larly referred to, but I am rather inclined 
to think that the charity was sent to the 
aged members of the church without re- 
spect to their office, to be distributed ac- 
cording to their discretion. 

CHAPTER Xri. 

1. Nov) about that time. That is, during 
the time that the famine existed ; or the 
time when Barnabas and Saul went up 
to Jerusalem. This was probablj^ about 
the fifth or sixth year of the reign of 
Claudius, not far from A. D.. 47. ^ He- 
rod the king. This was Herod Agrippa. 
The Syriac so renders it expressly, and 
the chronology requires us so to under- 
stand it. He was a grandson of Herod 
the Great, and one of the sons of Aristo- 
l)ulus, whom Herod put to death. Jose- 
phus, Antiquities, b. xviii. 5. Herod the 
Great left three sons, between whom his 
kingdom was divided — Archelaus, Philip, 
and Antipas. Note, Matt. ii. 19. To 
Philip was left Iturea and Trachonitis. 
See Luke iii. 1. To Antipas, Galilee and 
Perea; and to Archelaus, Judea, Iduraea, 
and Samarfa. Archelaus, being accused 
of cruelty, was banished by Augustus to 
Vienna in Gaul, and Judea was reduced 
to a province, and united with Syria. 
When Philip died, this region was grant- 
ed by the emperor Caligula to Herod 
Agrippa. Herod Antipas was driven as 
an exile also into Gaul, and then into 
Spain, and Herod Agrippa received also 
his tetrarchy. In the reign of Claudius 
also, the dominions of Herod Agrippa 
were still farther enlarged. When Ca- 
ligula was slain, he was at Rome, and 
having ingratiated himself into the fa- 
vour of Claudius, he conferred on him 
also Judea and Samaria, so that his do- 
mhiiohs were equal in extent to those of 
his grandfather, Herod the Great. See 
Josephus, Antiquities, b. xix. ch. 5, § 1. 
^ Stretched forth his hands. A figurative 
expression, denoting that he laid his 
hands on them, or that he endeavoured 
violently to oppress the church. ^ To 
vex. To injure, to do evil to. xMxcoo-ctj. 
IS Certain. Some of the church. Who they 
were the writer immediately specifies. 

2. And he killed, &c. He caused to be 
put to death with a sword, either by be- 



3 And he killed James <* the 
brother of John with the sword. 

3 And because he saw t pleased 
^ the Jews, he proceeded further to 

o Matt.4.21j20.23. i c.24.27. 



heading, or piercing him through. The 
Roman procurators were intrusted with 
authority over life, though in the time of 
Pilate the Jews had not this authority. 
11 James the brother of John. This was 
the son of Zebedi^e. Matt. iv. 21. He 
is commonly called James the Greater, 
in contradistinction from James the son 
of Alpheus, who is called James the Less. 
Matt. x. 3. In this manner were the pre- 
dictions of our Saviour respecting him 
fulfilled. Matt. xx. 23, « Ye shall in- 
deed drink of my cup, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized 
with." 

3. And because he saw that it pleased 
the Jews. This was the principle on 
which he acted. It was not from a sense 
of right ; it was not to do justice, and 
protect the innocent; it was not to dis- 
charge the appropriate duties of a ma- 
gistrate, and a king; but it was to pro- 
mote his own popularity. It is probable 
that Agrippa would have acted in this 
way in any circumstances. Pie was am- 
bitious, vain, and fawning ; he sought, as 
his great principle, popularity. And he 
was willing to sacrifice, like many others 
trnth and justice to obtain this end. 
But there was also a particular reason 
for this in his case. He held his ap- 
pointment under the Roman emperor. 
This foreign rule was always unpopular 
among the Jews. In order, therefore, to 
secure a peaceful reign, and to prevent 
insurrection, and tumult, it was necessa- 
ry for him to court their favour ; to in- 
dulge their wishes, and to fall in with 
their prejudices. Alas ! how many mo- 
narchs and rulers there have been, who 
were governed by no better principle, 
and whose sole aim has been to s<,'cure 
popularity, even at the expense of law, 
and truth, and justice. That this was 
the character of Herod, is attested by 
Josephus, Ant. xix. ch. 8, § 3. " This 
king \Herod Agrippa) was by nature 
very beneficent, and liberal in his gifts. 
and very ambitious to pbase the people with 
such large donations ; and he made him- 
self very illustrious by the maxiy expen- 
sive presents he mmii them. He took 
delight in giving, '»nrl rejoiced in living 
with good reputat'^ny ^ To take Peter 
also. Peter was r- c^ of the most co^nsoi 
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take Peter * also. Then were the 
days * of unleavened bread. 

4 And when he had apprehended 
him, he put him in prison, and de- 
livered liim to four quaternions of 
soldiers, to keep him ; intending 

aJno.21.18. Z> Ex.12.14,15. 



cnous men in the church. He had made 
himself particularly obnoxious by his se- 
vere and pungent discourses, and by his 
success in winning men to Christ. It 
was natural therefore that he should be 
the next object of attack. IT The days 
of unleavened bread. The Passover, or 
the seven days immediately succeeding 
the Passover, during which they were 
required to eat bread without leaven. 
Ex. xii. 15 — 18. It was sometime during 
this period that Herod chose to apprehend 
Peter. Wky this season was selected is 
not known. As it was, however, a sea- 
son of religious solemnity, and as Herod 
was desirous of showing his attachment 
to the religious rites of the nation (Jos. 
Antiq. xix. 7. 3), it is probable that he 
chose tids period to show to them more 
impressively his purpose to oppose all 
false religions, and to maintain the exist- 
ing establishments of the nation. 

4. And when he had apprehended him, 
Vyhen he had taken or arrested him. 
^ He j)ut him in prison. During the so- 
lemnities of this religious festival, it would 
have been deemed improper to have en- 
gaged in the trial of a supposed criminal. 
The minds of the people were expected 
to be devoted solely to the solemnities of 
religion ; and hence Herod chose to re- 
tain him in custody until the Passover had 
ended. IT To four quaternions of soldiers. 
A quaternion was a company of four ; 
consequently the whole number employ- 
ed here was |ixteen. The Romans di- 
vided the nigh*! into four watches, so that 
the guards could be relieved ; those who 
were on guard occupying three hours, 
and being then relieved Of the four 
who were on guard, two were with Peter 
in the pri^son (ver. 6), and two kept watch 
before the door of the prison. The utmost 
precaution was thus taken that he should 
not escape; and Herod thus gave the 
most ample assurance tothe Jews of his 
intention to secure Peter, and to bring 
him to trial. IF Intending after Easter. 
There never was a more absurd or un- 
happy translation than this. The original 
.s simply q/?e?' thePassover {/^bto. to 7ri.cr%x). 
The word Easter now denotes the festi- 
vUi observed by many Christian churches 

Q 



after Easter to bring* him forth to 
the people. 

5 Peter therefore was kept in 
prison ; but ' prayer was made with- 
out ceasing of the church unto God 
for him. 

i or, instant and earnest prayer was mads. 2Cor.l 
11. Epli.6.18.19. IThess.S.lT. Jas.5.16. 

in honour of the resurrection of the Sa- 
viour. But the original has no reference 
to that ; nor is there the slightest evidence 
that any such festival was observed al 
the time when this book was written. 
The translation is not only unhappy, as it 
does not convey at all the meaning of the 
original, but because it may contribute to 
foster an opinion that such a festival was 
observed in the times of the apostles 
The word Easter is of Saxon origin, and 
is supposed to be derived from Eostre, the 
goddess of love, or the Venus of the North, 
in honour of whom a festival was cele- 
brated by our pagan ancestors in the 
month of April. ( Webster.) As this festi- 
val coincided with the Passover of the 
Jews, and with the feast observed by 
Christians m honour of the resurrection 
of Christ, the name came to be used to 
denote the latter. In the old Anglo-Sax- 
on service-books the term Easier is used 
frequently to translate the word Passover. 
In the translation by Wiclif, the word 
pa.'ike, i. e. passover, is used. But Tindal 
and Coverdale used the word Easter, and 
hence it has very improperly crept into 
our translation. {Clark.) IT To bring him 
forth to the people. That is, evidently, to 
put him publicly to death to gratify them 
The providence of God in regard to Peter 
is thus remarkable. Instead of his being 
put suddenly to death, as was James, he 
was reserved for future trial ; and thus an 
abundant opportunity was given for the 
prayers of the church, and for his conse 
quent release. 

5. But prayer was made. The church 
was apprized of his imprisonment and 
danger; and had no resource but to ap 
ply to God by prayer. In scenes of dan 
ger there is no other refuge ; and the re- 
sult show^s that even in most discourag 
ing circumstances, God can hear prayer 
Nothing scarcely could appear more 
hopeless than the idea of rescuing Potoj 
out of the hands of Herod, and out of the 
prison, and out of the custody of sixteen 
men, by prayer. But the prayer of faith 
was prevalent with God. 1i Without ceas' 
ing. Intense, steady, ardent prayer. The 
word here used (sxravJi;) is found in but 
one othor place in the New Testament 
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6 And %yheii Herc/d wo ild have 
brought him forth, the same night 
Peter was -sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains; 
and the keepers before the door 
kept the prison 

7 And, bphold; the " angel of 
the Lord came upon hivi^ and a 
light shiu'^d in the prison; and he 

a Ps.37.32,33. c.5.19. 



1 Pet. iv. 8, "Have/erveni? charity among 
yourselves." The word has rather the 
idea that their prayer was earnest and 
fervent, than that it was constant. ^ Of 
the church. By the church. 

6. And when Herod wovl/l have brought 
him forth. When he was about to bring 
tiim to be put to death, ff The same night. 
That is, the night preceding. The inten- 
tion of Herod was to bring him out as 
Boon as the Passover was over ; but dur- 
ing the night which immediately precerfe^Z 
the day in which Herod intended to bring 
aim to punishment, Peter was rescued. 
IT Peter was sleeping. Here is an instance 
of remarkable composiare, and one of the 
effects of peace of conscience and of con- 
fidence in God. It was doubtless known 
to Peter what the intention of Herod was, 
James had just been put to death; and 
Peter had no reason to expect a better 
fate. And yet in this state, he slept as 
quietly as if there had been no danger, 
and was roused even by an angel to con- 
template his condition, and to make his 
escape.— There is nothing that will give 
quiet rest and gentle sleep so certainly as 
a conscience void of offence ; and in the 
midst of imminent dangers, he who con- 
fides in God may rest securely and calmly. 
^Between two soldiers. Note, ver. 4. Peter 
was bound to the two. His left hand was 
chained to the right hand of one of the 
soldiers, and his right hand to the left 
hand of the other. This was a common 
mode of securing prisoners among the 
Romans. See abundant authorities for 
this quoted in Lardner's Credibility, part 
i. ch. X. § 9. Lond. ed. 1829. vol. i. pp. 242, 
243, &c. H" And the keeper, &;o See ver. 
4. Two so' <iers were stationed at the 
door. We may see now that every pos- 
sible precaution was used to ensure the 
safe custody of Peter. (1.) He was in pri- 
son. (2.; He was in the charge of sixteen 
men, who could relieve each other when 
weary, and thus every security was given 
that he could not escape by inattention 
or weariness on tlieir part. (3.) He was 
bound fast between two men. And (4.) 



smote Peter on the side, and raisc-d 
him up, saying, Arise up quickly. 
And '' his chains fell off from his 
hands. 

8 And the angel said unto him, 
Gird thyself, and bind on thy san* 
dais : and so he did. And he saith 
unto him. Cast thy garment aboiit 
thee, and follow me. 



He was further guarded by two othe«'8. 
whose business it was to watch the dooi- 
of the prison. It is to be remembered 
also, that it was death for a Roman soldier 
to be found sleeping at his post. And in 
this way every possible security was 
given for the safe keeping of Peter. But 
God can deliver in spite of all the precau- 
tions of men; and it is easy for him to 
overcome the most cunning devices of 
his enemies. 

7. And behold the angel of the Lord. 
See Note, ch. v, 19. ^ Came upon him. 
Greek, Was present with him ; stood near 
him (i^i-EtTTV)). IT And a light shined in the 
prison. Many have supposed that this 
was lightning. But light, and splendour, 
and shining apparel are commonly repre- 
sented as the accompaniments of the hea- 
venly beings when they visit the earth 
Luke ii. 9 ; xxiv. 4. Coinp. Mark ix. 3. It 
is highly probable that this light was dis- 
cerned only by Peter ; and it would be 
to him an undoubted proof of the divine 
interposition in his behalf IF And he 
smote Peter on the side. This was doubt- 
less a gentle blow or stroke to arouse him 
from sleep. ^ And his chains, &c. This 
could have been only by divine power. 
No natural means were used, or could 
have been used without arousing the 
guard. It is a sublime expression of the 
ease with which God can deliver from 
danger, and rescue his friends. Comp. ch 
xvi. 26. 

8. Gird thyself. When they slept, the 
outer garment was thrown ofl^ and the 
girdle with which they bound their innei 
garment, or tunic, was loosed. He was 
directed now to gird up that inner gar 
ment as they usually wore it ; that is, to 
dress himself, and prepare to follow him. 
IT Bind on thy sandals. Put on thy san 
dais— prepared to walk. Note, Matt iii. 
11. ^ Cast thy garment about thee The 
outer garment, that was thrown loosely 
around the shoulders. It was nearly 
square, and was laid aside when they 
slept, or worked, or ran. The direction 
was that he should dress himself in his 
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9 And h<3 went out, and followed 
him ; and wist not ^ that it was 
true, which was done by the angel ; 
but thought he saw a vision.* 

10 When they were past the 
tirst and the second ward, they 
came unto the iron gate that lead- 
eth unto the city, which opened to 
thern of his own accord; and the)'' 
ivent out, and passed on through 
one street ; and forthwith the angel 
departed from him. 



usual apparel. See Note, Matt. v. 38 — 
42. 

9. And wist not. Knew not. f That it 
ivas true. That it was real. IT Saw a vision. 
Tiiat is, was a representation made to 
his mind, similar to that which he had 
seen before. Comp. ch. x. 11, 12. It 
was so astonishing, so unexpected, so 
wonderful, that he could not realize that 
it was true. 

10. The first and second ward. The 
word which is here rendered ward 
^cf)oA.«xfjv), properly denotes the act of 
guarding ; but it is most commonly used 
to denote a prison, or place of confine- 
ment. In this place it seems to denote 
the guard itself— the soldiers stationed at 
intervals in the entrance into the prison. 
These were passed silently, probably a 
deep sleep having been sent on them to 
facilitate the escape of Peter. IT The 
iron gate. The outer gate, secured with 
iron, as the doors of prisons are now. 
IT That leadeth unto the city. Or rather 
into (iiq) the city. Jerusalem was sur- 
rounded by three walls. (See Lightfoot 
on this, place.) The prison is supposed 
to have been situated between two of 
these walls. And it is probable that the 
entrance to the prison was immediately 
from the inner wall, so that this gate 
opened directly into the city. \\Ofhis 
own accord. Itself. It opened sponta- 
neously, without the application of any 
force, or key, thus showing conclusively 
that Peter was delivered by miraculous 
interposition. IT And passed on through 
one street. Till Peter was entirely safe 
from any danger of pursuit, and then the 
angel lett him. God had effected his 
complete rescue, and now left him to his 
own efforts as usual. 

3 1 . And wken Peter was come to him- 
self. This expression naturally means 
when he had overcome his amazement, 
nd astonishment at the un-expected de- 



11 And when Puter was come 
to himself, he said, New I know 
of a surety that the Lord hath sent 
'^ his angel, and hath '^ dalivered 
me out of the hand of Kerod, and 
from all the expectation of the 
people of the Jews. 

12 And when he had considered 
the thing, he came to the house of 
Mary the mother of John, whos3 
surname was Mark ; where many ^ 
were gathered together, praying. 



c 2Ch.l6.9. Ps.34.7. Da.3.28;6.22. Heb.1.14. 
33.l8,19j97.10. 2Cor.l.lO. 2Pe.t.2.9. e ver. 3. 



d Ps 



liverance, so as to be capable of reflec- 
tion. He had been amazed by the whole 
transaction. He thought it was a vision ; 
and in the suddenness and rapidity with 
which it was done, he had no time for 
cool reflection. The events of divine 
providence often overwhelm and amaze 
us ; and such are their suddenness, and 
rapidity, and unexpected character in 
their development, as to confound us, and 
prevent calm and collected reflection. 
If O/" a surety. Certainly, surely. He 
considered all the circumstances, he saw 
that he was actually at liberty, and that 
it could have been effected only by di- 
vine interposition. IT The expectation of 
the people. From this it appears that the 
people earnestly desired his death; and 
it was to gratify that desire that Herod 
had imprisoned him. 

12. And when he had considered, Slq. 
Thinking on the subject; considering 
what he should do in these circumstances. 
IF He came to the house of Mary, &c. 
Probably this house was near him; and 
he would naturally seek the dwelling of 
a Christian friend, f 7Vie mother of 
John, &c. Probably this "was the John 
Mark who wrote the gospel. But this is 
not certain. IT Whose surname. Greeks 
Who was called Mark. It does not mean 
that he had two names conferred, as with 
us, both of which were used at the same 
time. But he was called by either, the 
Greeks probably using the name Mark, 
and the Jews the name John. He is 
frequently mentioned afterwards, as hav- 
ing been the attendant of Paul and Bar- 
nabas in their travels, ver. 25; xv. 3g 
2' Tim. iv. 11. He was a nephew of 
Barnabas. Col. iv. 10, IT Where man% 
were gathered together, praying. This 
was in the night, and it shows the pro- 
priety of observing extraordinary sea- 
sons of prayer, even in the night. P,eter 
w^as to have been put to death the next 
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13 And as Peter knocked at the 
door of the gate, a damsel came ' 
to hearken, named Rhoda. 

14 And when she knew Peter's 



1 or, to aik who was there. 



day; and they assembled to pray for his 
release, and did not intermit their pray- 
ers. When dangers mcrease around us 
and our friends, we should become more 
fervent in prayer. While life remains 
we may pray ; and even when there is 
no human hope and we may have no 
power to heal or deliver, still God may 
interpose, as he did here, in answer to 
prayer. 

13. At the door of the gate. Rather the 
door of the vestibule, or principal en- 
trance into the house. The house was 
entered through such a porch or vestibule, 
and it was the door opening into this 
which is here intended See Note, Matt, 
ix. 2. IT A damsel, A girl, IT Came to 
hearken. To hear who was there. 
^ Named Rhoda. This is a Greek name 
signifying a rose. It was not unusual for 
the Hebrews to give the names of flow- 
ers, &c. to their daughters. Thus Susan- 
na, a lily ; Hadessa^ a myrtle ; Tamai , a 
palm-tree, &c. {Grotius.) 

14. She opened not the gate. At this 
time of night, and in these circumstances, 
the door would be fastened. Christians 
were doubtless alarmed by the death of 
James, and the imprisonment of Peter, 
and they would take all possible precau- 
tions for their own safety. IT For glad- 
ness. In her joy she hastened to inform 
those who were assembled of the safety 
of Peter. 

15. 'ITiou art mad^ Thou art insane. 
They seemed to have regarded his rescue 
as so difUcult and so hopeless, that they 
deemed it proof of derangement that she 
now affirmed it. And yet this was the 
very thing for which they had been so 
earnestly praying. When it was now 
announced to them that the olyect of 
their prayers was granted, they deem- 
ed the messenger that announced it 
insane. Christians are often surprised 
even when their prayers are answered. 
They are overwhelmed and amazed at 
the success of their own petitions, and 
are slow to believe that the very thing 
for which they have sought could be 
granted. It shows perhaps with how 
little faith, after all, they pray ; and how 
slow they are to believe that God can 
hear and answer prayer. In a revival 
of religion, in answer to prayer, Chris- 
tians* ar€) often overwhelmed, and asto- 



voice, she opened not the gate foi 
gladness, but ran in, and told ho\\ 
Peter stood before the gate. 

15 And they said unto her. 



nished when even their own petitions are 
granted, and when God manifests hlj 
own power m his own way and time 
Prayer should be persevered in, and we 
should place ourselves in a waiting pos- 
ture to catch the first indications that 
God has heard us with joy. ^ But she 
constantly affirmed it. She insisted on ii. 
How much better it would have been to 
have hastened at once to the gate, than 
thus to have engaged in a controversy on 
the subject. Peter was suffered to re- 
main knocking, while they debated the 
matter. Christians are often engaged hi 
some unprofitable controversy, when 
they should hasten to catch the first to- 
kens of divine favour, and open their 
arms to welcome the proofs that God lias 
heard their prayers. IT Then said they. 
Still resolved not to be convinced. IT It 
is his angel. Any way of accounting for 
it rather than to admit the simple fact, or 
to ascertain the simple truth. All this 
was produced by the little hope which 
they had of his release, and their earnest 
desire that it should be so. It was just 
such a state of mind as is indicated 
when we say * the news is too good to be 
believed.' The expression it is his angel 
may mean, that they supposed the tute- 
lary guardian, or angel appointed to at- 
tend Peter, had come to announce some- 
thing respecting him, and that he had 
assumed the voice and form of Peter, in 
order to render them certain that he 
came from him. This notion arose from 
the common belief of the Jews, that 
each individual had assigned to him, at 
birth, a celestial spirit, whose office it 
was to guard and defend him through 
life. Note, Matt, xviii. 10. That the 
Jews entertained this opinion is cleai 
from their writings. (See Kmnoel.) Light 
foot thinks that they who were a&sem 
bled supposed that this angel had assumed 
the voice and manner of Peter, in order 
to intimate to them that he was about to 
die, and to excite them to earnest prayer' 
that he might die with constancy and 
firmness. Whatever their opinions were, 
however, it proiies nothing on these points. 
There, is no evidence that they were in- 
spired in these opinions, nor are their 
notions countenanced by the Scriptures 
They were the mere common traditions 
of the Jews, and prove nothing m regard 
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Thou art mad. But she constantly 
affirmed that it was even so. Then 
said they, It is his " angel. 

16 But Peter continued Imock- 
mg: and when they had opened 
the door, and saw him, they were 
astonished. 

17 But he beckoning ''unto them 
with the hand, to hold their peace, 
declared ^ unto them how the Lord 
had brought him out of the prison. 



to the truth of the opinion one way or 
the other. 

16. Were astonished. They were now 
convinced that it was Peter, and they 
were amazed that he had been rescued. 
As yet they were of course ignorant of 
the manner in which it was done. 

17. But he beckoning, &c. To prevent 
the noise, and tumult, and transport 
which was likely to be produced. His 
wish was, not that there should be cla- 
morous joy, but that they should listen in 
silence to what God had done. It was 
sufficient to awe the soul, and produce 
deep, grateful feeling. A noise might 
evcite the neighbouring Jews, and pro- 
duce danger. But religion is calm and 
peaceful ; and its great scenes and sur- 
prising' deliverances are rather fitted to 
awe the soul, to produce calm, sober, 
and grateful contemplation, than the 
noise of rejoicing, and the shoutings of 
exultation. The consciousness of the pre- 
sence of God, and of his mighty power, 
does not produce rapturous disorder and 
tumult, but holy, solemn, calm, grateful 
emotion. IT Go, shew these things, &c. 
Acquaint them that their prayer is heard, 
and that they may rejoice also at the 
mercy of God. IT Unto James. James the 
son of Alpheus, commonly called the Less. 
Note, ver. 2. Acts i. 13. Matt. x. 2. IT And 
to the brethren. Particularly to the other 
apostles. ^ And went into another place. 
Probably a place of greater safety. Where 
he went is not known. The papists pre- 
tend that he went to Rome. But of this 
there is no evidence. He is mentioned 
ds in Jerusalem again in ch. xv. The 
meaning is evidently that he went into 
i?ome place of retirement till the danger 
was passed. 

18. No small stir. Amazement that he 
had escaped, and apprehension of the 
consequences. The punishment which 
they tad reason to expect, for having suf- 
fered his escape, w^as death. 

q2 



And he said, Go, shew these things 
unto James, and to the brethren 
And he departed, and went into an- 
other place. 

18 Now as S'Oon as it was day, 
there was no small stir among the 
soldiers, what was become of Pe- 
ter. 

19 And when Herod had sought 
for him, and found him not, he ex- 
amined the keepers, and command- 



19. He examined the keepers. The sol- 
diers who were intrusted with his custody. 
Probably only those who had the special 
care of him at that watch of the night. 
The word examine here means to inquire 
diligently, to make investigation. He 
subjected them to a rigid scrutiny to as- 
certain the manner of his escape ; for it 
is eviueilt that Herod did not mean to 
admit the possibility of a miraculous in- 
terposition. IT Should be put to death. For 
having failed to keep Peter. This punish- 
ment they had a right to expect for hav- 
ing suffered his escape. IT And he went 
down, &c. How soon after the escape of 
Peter he went down to Csesarea, or how 
lr»ng he abode there, is not known. Css- 
sarea was rising into magnificence, and 
the Roman governors made it often their 
abode. Note, Acts viii. 40. Comp, Acts 
XXV. 1. 4. This journey of Herod is re- 
lated by Josephus, Antiq. b. xix. ch. viii 
$ 2. He says that it was after he had 
reigned over all Judea three years. H Aiid 
there abode. That is, till his death, which 
occurred shortly after. We do not learn 
that he made any further inquiry after 
Peter, or that he attempted any further 
persecutions of the Christians. The guard 
was undoubtedly put to death ; and thus 
Herod used all his power to create the im- 
pression that Peter had escaped by then 
negligence; and this would undoubtedly 
be believed by the Jews. See Matt.xxviii. 
15. He might himself perhaps be convinc- 
ed, however, that the escape was by mi- 
racle, and be afreid to attempt any further 
persecutions ; or the affairs of his govern- 
ment might have called off his attention 
to other things ; and thus, as in the case 
of the " persecution that arose about Ste- 
phen," the political changes and dangers 
might divert the attention from putting 
Christians to death. Note, ch. ix. 31. 
Thus by the providence <>f God this per- 
secution, that had been commenced, not 
by popular tumult, but by royal authority 
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ed that theT/ should be put to death. 
And ho went down from Judea to 
Cesarea, and there abode. 

30 And Herod ' was highly dis- 
pleased with them of Tyre and Si- 
don : but they came with one ac- 
cord to him, and, having made 
Blastus 2 the king's chamberlain 
their friend, desired peace ; because 

1 or, bare an hostile mind, intending war. 
■^ That toas over thi hinges bed-chamber, 

and power, and that was aimed at the 
very pillars of the church, ceased. The 
prayers of the church prevailed ; and the 
monarch was overcome, disappointed, 
humbled, and by divme judgment soon 
put to death, 

20 And Herod was highly displeased, 
&c. Greek, Bare an hostile mind, intend- 
ing war. See the margin. The Greek 
word (S-u^o/*a%a}v) does not occur else- 
where in the New Testament. It means 
to meditate war; to purpose war in the 
mind ; or here probably, to he enraged 
or angry at them. What was the cause 
of this hostility to the people of Tyre and 
Sid6n is not mentioned, and conjecture is 
useless. It is not at all inconsistent, how- 
ever, with the well known character of 
Herod. It was probably from some cause 
relating to commerce. Tyre and Sidon 
wore under the Roman power, and had 
some shadow of liberty {Grolius) ; and it 
is probable that they might have embar- 
rassed Herod in some of his regulations 
respecting commerce, IF Tyre and Sidon. 
Note. Matt. xi. 21. They were north of 
Cassarea. ^ They came with one accord. 
Fearing the effects of his anger, they 
united in sending an embassage to him 
to make peace. IF Blastus the king's 
chamberlain. See Rom. xvi. 23. The 
word chamberlain denotes an officer who 
is charged with the direction and manage- 
ment of a chamber, or chambers, particu- 
larly a bed-chamber. It denotes here a 
man who had charge of the bed-chamber 
of Herod. IF Because their country was 
nourished^ &c. Was supplied by the 
territories of Herod. The country of 
Tyre and Sidon included a narrow strip 
of land on the coast of the Mediterranean. 
Of course they were dependent for pro- 
visions, and for articles of commerce, on 
the interior country ; but this belonged 
to the kingdom of Herod; and as they 
were entirely dependent on his country, 
,s he had power to dry up the sources of 
^eir support and commerce, they were 
Jie more urgent to secure his favour. 



their '^ country was nourished by 
the king's country, 

21 And upon a set day, Herod, 
arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon 
his throne, and made an oration unto 
them. 

22 And the people gave a shout, 
sayings It is * the voice of a god, and 
not of a man. 

a Ezek.27.17, * Jude 16. 



21. And upon a set day. An appointed, 
public day. This was the second day of 
the tSports and games which Herod cele- 
brated in Csesarea in honour of Claudius 
Caesar. Josephus has given an account 
of this occurrence, which coincides re- 
markably with the narrative here. The 
account is contained in his Antiquities of 
the Jews, b. xix. ch. viii. ^ 2, and is as fol- 
lows; "Now when Agrippa had reigned 
three years over all Judea, he came to 
the city Csesarea, which was formerly 
called Strato's Tower ; and there he ex- 
hibited shows in honour of Csesar, upon 
his being informed that there was a cer- 
tain festival celebrated to make vows foi 
his safety. At which festival a great 
multitude was gotten together of the 
principal persons, and such as were of 
dignity throughout his province. On the 
second day of which shows, he put on a 
garment made wholly of silver," &c. 
% Arrayed in royal apparel. In the appa 
rel of a king. Josephus thus describes 
the dress which Herod wore on that oc 
casion. "He put on a garment made 
wholly of silver, and of wonderful con- 
texture, and early in the morning came 
into the theatre [place of the shows and 
games], at which time the silver of his 
garment, being illuminated by the first re- 
flection of the sun's rays upon it, shone 
after a surprising manner, and was so re- 
splendent as to spread a horror over those 
that looked intently on him." IF Sat upon 
his throne. This does not denote a throne 
in the usual sense of that word, but a high 
Seat in the theatre, where he sat, and from 
whence he could have a full view of the 
games and sports From this place he 
made his speech, IF Made an oration. 
Addressed the people. What was tho 
subject of this speech is not intimated by 
Luke or Josephus. 

22. A7id the people gave a shout. A loud 
applause, f It is the voice of a god, &c. 
It is not probable that the Jews joined in 
this acclamation, but that it was mode by 
the idolatrous Gentiles. Joaephua jrives 
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23 And immediately the angel of 
the Lord smote himjbecause he gave 
not God the glory: and he was eaten 



a similar account of their feelings and con- 
duct. He says, " And presently his flat- 
terers cried out, one from one place, and 
another fiom another (though not for his 
good), that he was a god ; and they added. 
Be thou merciful unto us, for although we 
have hitherto reverenced thee only as a 
king,yet shall we henceforth own thee as a 
superior to mortal nature,' " It is true 
that Josephus says that this was done 
when they saw his splendid apparel, and 
that he gives no account of his address- 
ing the people; while Luke describes it 
as the effect of his speech. But the dis- 
crepancy is of no consequence. Luke is 
as credible an historian as Josephus ; and 
his account is more consistent than that 
of the Jewish historiaix It is far more 
probable that this applause and adoration 
would be excited by a speech, than simply 
by beholding his apparel. 

23. A.nd immediately the angel of the 
Lord. Diseases and death are in the 
Scriptures often attributed to an angel. 
See 2 Sam. xxiv. 16, 1 Chron. xxi. 12. 15. 
20. 27. 2 Chron. xxxii. 21. It is not in- 
tended that there was a miracle in this 
case, but it certainly is intended by the 
sacred writer, that his death was a divine 
judgment on him for his receiving homage 
as a god. Josephus says of him that he 
" did neither rebuke them [the people], 
nor reject their impious flattery. A severe 
pain arose in his belly, and began in a 
most violent manner. And when he was 
quite worn out by the pain in his belly 
for five days, he departed this life, in the 
fifty-fourth year of his age, and the se- 
venth of his reign." Josephus does not 
mention that it was done by an angel, 
biit says that when he looked up, he saw 
an owl sitting on a rope over his head, 
and judging it to be an evil omen, he im- 
mediately became melancholy, and was 
seized with the pain. If Because he gave 
lot God the glory. Because he was will- 
ing himself to receive the w^orship due 
to God. It was the more sinful in him as 
he was a Jew, and was acquainted with 
the true God, and with the evils of idola- 
try. He was jproud, and willing to be 
flattered, and even adored. He had 
sought their applause ; he had arrayed 
himself in this splendid manner to excite 
their admiration; and when they carried 
it even so far as to offer divine homage, he 
iid not reject the impious flattery, but 



of worms, and gave up the ghost. 
24 But the word of God grew " 
and multiplied. 



listened still to their praises. , Hence he 
was judged ; and God vindicated his own 
insulted honour by inflicting severe pains 
on him, and by his most awful death 
IT And he was eaten of worms. The word 
used here is not elsewhere found in the 
New Testament. A similar disease in 
recorded of Antiochus Epiphanes, in the 
Apocrypha. 2 Mac. ix. 5, " But the 
Lord Almighty, the God of Israel smote 
him with an invisible and incurable 
plague, for a pain in the bowels that was 
remediless, came upon him, and sore tor- 
ments of the inner parts (ver. 9), so that 
worms rose up out of the body of this 
wicked man," &c. Probably this w^as 
the disease known as morbus pedicula- 
ris. It is loathsome, offensive, and most 
painful. See the death of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, described in 2 Mac. ix. With 
this diseane also Herod the Great, grand- 
father of i k*3rod Agrippa, died. Josephus, 
Antiquities, b. xvii. ch. 6, $ 5. Such a 
death, so painful, sudden, and loathsome 
was an appropriate judgment on the pride 
of Herod. We may here learn, (1.) That 
sudden and violent deaths are often an 
act of direct divine judgment on wicked 
men. (2.) That men, when they seek 
praise and flattery, expose themselves to 
the displeasure of God. His glory he 
will not give to another. (3.) That the 
most proud, and mighty, and magnificent 
princes have no security of their lives. 
God can in a moment — even when they 
are surrounded by their worshippers and 
flatterers — touch the seat of life, and turn 
them to loathsomeness and putrefaction. 
What a pitiable being is a man of pride 
receiving from his fellow-men that ha 
mage which is due to God alone ! See 
Isa. xiv. (4.) Pride and vanity, in any sta- 
tion of life, are hateful in the sight of 
God. JNothing is more inappropriate to 
our situation as lost, dying sinners, and 
nothing will more certainly meet the 
wrath of heaven. (5.) We have here a 
strong confirmation of the truth of the 
sacred narrative. In all essential parti' 
culars, Luke coincides in his account of 
the death of Herod with Josephus. This 
is one of the many circumstances which 
go to show that the sacred Scriptures 
were written at the time when they pro- 
fessed to be ; and that they accord with 
the truth. See Lardner's Credibiliiy, 
part i. ch. 1, § 6. 
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25 A.iid Barnabas and Saul re- 
turned from Jerusalem when they 
had fulfilled their y ministry., and 
took with them John, whose sur- 
name was Mark. 

1 or, c/ia}-g:e.c. 11.29,30. 



THE ACTS. [A. D. 45 

CHAPTER Xm. 

IVrOW there were in the church 
•^^ that was at Antioch, certain 
prophets and teachers ; as Barna- 
bas, and Simeon that was called 



24. But the word of God grew, &c. 
Great success attended it. The persecu- 
tions had now ceased ; and notwithstand- 
ing all the attempts whicli had been 
made to crush it, still the church increas- 
ed and flourished. The liberation of 
Peter and the death of Herod would 
contribute to extend it. It was a new 
evidence of divine interposition in be- 
half of the church ; it would augment 
the zeal of Christians ; it would humble 
their enemies; and fill those with fear 
who had attempted to oppose and crush 
the church of God. 

25. Returned from Jerusalem. They 
had gone to Jerusalem to carry alms, and 
they now returned to Antioch. ch. xi. 30. 
IT When they had fulfilled their ministry. 
When they had accomplished the purpose 
for which they had been sent there ; tl>at 
is, to deposite the alms of the church at 
Antioch, in the hands of the elders of 
the churches, ch. xi. 30. ^ John, whose 
surname was Mark. Note, ver. 12. 
From this period the sacred historian re- 
cords chiefly the labours of Paul. The 
labours o£ the other apostles are, after 
this, seldom referred to in this book ; and 
the attention is fixed almost entirely on 
the trials and travels of the great apostle 
of the Gentiles. His important labours, 
his unwearied efforts, his eminent suc- 
cess, and the fact that Luke was his com- 
panion, may be the reasons why his la- 
bours are made so prominent in the 
history. Through the previous chapters 
we have seen the church rise from small 
beginnings, until it was even now spread- 
ing into surrounding regions. We have 
seen it survive two persecutions, com- 
menced and conducted with all the power 
and malice of Jewish rulers. We have 
seen the most zealous of the persecutors 
converted to the faith which he once de- 
stroyed ; and the royal persecutor put to 
death by the divine judgment. And we 
nave thus seen that God was the protector 
of the church ; that no weapon formed 
against it could prosper ; and that, accord- 
ing to the promise of the Redeemer, the 
gates of hell could not prevail against it. 
In that God and Saviour, who then de- 
fended the church, we may still confide, 
»nd may be assured that He who was 



then its friend has it still " engraved on 
the palms of his hands," and intends that 
it shall extend until it fills the earth with 
light and salvation. 

CHAPTER XIII. 
1. The church that was at Antioch. 
Note, ch. xi." 20. ^ Certain prophets. 
Note, ch. xi. 27. *ir And teachers. Teach- 
ers are several times mentioned in the 
New Testament as an order of minis- 
ters, 1 Cor. xii. 28, 29. Eph. iv. 11. 2 
Pet, ii. 1. Their precise rank and duty 
are not known. It is probable that those 
here mentioned as prophets were the 
same persons as the teachers. They 
might discharge both ofiices, predict- 
ing future events, and instructing the 
people. IT As Barnahas. Barnabas was a 
preacher (ch. iy. 35, 36 ; ix. 27 ; xi. 22. 26) \ 
and it is not improbable that the names 
" prophets and teachers" here simply de- 
signate the preachers of the gospel. 
^Simeon that was called Niger. Niger 
is a Latin name meaning black. Why 
the name was given is not known. No- 
thing more is known of him than is here 
mentioned. *ir Lucius of Cyrene. Cy- 
rene was in Africa. Note, Matt, xxvii. 
32. He is afterwards mentioned as with 
the apostle Paul when he wrote the epis- 
tle to the Romans. Rom. xvi. 21. ^ And 
Manaen. He is not elsewhere mentioned 
in the New Testament. % Which had 
been brought up with Herod- the tetrarch. 
Herod Antipas, not Herod Agrippa. He- 
rod was tetrarch of Galilee. Luke iii. 1. 
The word here translated "which had 
been brought up," o-uvt^ oc^xj?, denotes one 
who is educated or nourished at the 
same time with another. It is not else- 
where used in the New Testament. Ho 
might have been connected with the 
royal family, and being nearly of the 
same age, was educated by the father of 
Herod Antipas with him. He w-as there- 
fore a man of rank and education, and 
his conversion shows that the gospel was 
not confined entirely in its influence to 
the poor, IT And Sard. Saul was an apos- 
tle ,• and yet he is here mentioned among 
the "prophets and teachers." Showing 
that these words denote ministers of the 
gospel in general, without reforence to 
any particular order or rank. 
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Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and i said, Separate ^ me Barnabas and 



Manaen, ' which had been brought 
ap with Herod the tetrarch, and 
Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the 
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 



1 or, Herod's foster-brother. 



2. As they minislered to the Lord. It is 
probable that this took place on some day 
set apart for fasting and prayer. The 
expression " ministered to the Lord," de- 
notes as they were engaged in pray^er to 
the Lord, or as they were engaged in di- 
vine service. The Syriac thus renders 
the passage. IT The Holy Ghost said. 
Evidently by direct revelation. IT Separate 
me. Set apart to me, or for my service. It 
does not mean to ordain, but simply to de- 
signate, or appoint to this specific work. 
tl For the work whereunto I have called 
them. Not the apostolic office, for Saul 
was called to that by the express revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ (Gal. i. 12), and Bar- 
nabas was not an apostle. The " work" 
to which they were now set apart was 
that of preaching the gospel in the re- 
gions round about Antioch. It was not 
any permanent office in the church, but 
was a temporary designation to a mis- 
sionary enterprise in extending the gospel 
especially through Asia Minor and the 
adjacent regions. Accordingly, when, in 
the fulfilment of this appointment, they 
had travelled through Seleucia, Cyprus, 
Paphos, Pamphylia, Fisidia, &c. they re- 
turned to Antioch, having fulfilled the 
work to which they were separated. 
See Acts xiv. 26, 27. "iT W hereunto I have 
called them. This proves that they re- 
ceived their commission to this work di- 
rectly from God the Holy Spirit. It is 
possible that Paul and Barnabas had 
been influenced by the Spirit to engage 
m this work, but they were to be sent 
forth by the concurrence and designation 
of. the church. 

2. And when they had fasted. They 
were fasting when they were command- 
ed to set them apart. Yet this probably 
refers to an appointed day of prayer, with 
reference to this very purpose. The first 
formal mm?!on to the Gentiles was an 
important event in the church ; and they 
engaged in this appointment with deep 
solemnity, and with humbling themselves 
before God. IT And prayed. This en 
terprise was a new one. The gospel 
had been preached to the Jews, to Cor- 
nelius, and to the Gentiles at Antioch. 
But there had been no solemn, and pub- 



Saul for the work ^ whereunto 1 
have called them. 

3 And when they had fasted and 
prayed, and laid thei7* hands oa 
them, they sent them away. 



o Gal.1.15. b lTim.2.7. 



lie, and concerted plan of sending it to 
the Gentiles, or of appointing a mission 
to the heathen. It was a new event, and 
was full of danger and hardships. The 
primitive church felt the need of divine 
direction and aid in the great work. 
Two missionaries were to be sent forth 
among strangers, to be exposed to perils 
by sea and land; and the commence- 
ment of the enterprise demanded prayer. 
The church humbled itself, and this pri- 
mitive missionary society^ sought, as all 
others should do, the divine blessing, to 
attend the labours of those employed in 
this work. The result showed that the 
prayer was heard. IT And laid their 
hands on them. That is, those who are 
mentioned in ver. L This was not to 
set them apart to the apostolic office. 
Saul was chosen by Christ himself, and 
there is no evidence that any of the apos- 
tles were ordained by the imposition of 
hands. Note, Acts i. 26. Matt. x. 1—5 
Luke vi. 12 — 16. And Barnabas was 
not an apostle in the original and pecu- 
liar sense of the word. Nor is it meant 
that this was an ordination to the minis- 
try, to the office of preaching the gospel. 
For both had been engaged in this before 
Saul received his commission directly 
from the Savioui, and began at once to 
preach. Acts ix. 20. Gal. i.l 1—17. Bar- 
nabas had preached at Antioch, and was 
evidently recognised as a preacher by 
the apostles. Acts ix. 27 ; xi. 22, 23. It 
follows, therefore, that this was not an 
ordination in the doctrinal sense of this 
term, either Episcopal, or Presbyterian, 
but was a designation to a particu- 
lar work — a work of vast importance; 
strictly a missionary appointment by the 
church, undqr the authority of the Holy 
Ghost. The act of laying hands on any 
person was practised ,/not only in ordina 
tion, but in conferring a favour ; and in 
setting apart for any purpose. See Lev 
iii. 2. 8. 13 ; iv. 4. 29 ; xvi. 21. Num. viii. 
12. Mark v 23; xvi. 18. Matt, xxi.46. It 
means in this case that they appointed 
them to a particular field of labour, and 
by laying hands on them they implored 
the blessing of God to attend them. 
IF Then sent them away. The churoh by 
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4 So Uiey, being sent forth by 
the Holy Ghost, departed unto Se- 
loucia ; and from thence they sailed 
to Cyprus, 

5 And when they were at Sal a- 
niis, they preached the word of God 
in the synagogues of the Jews : and 
they had also John to if AeiV minister. 

6 And when they had gone 

Its teachers sent them forth under 
tlie direction of the Holy Ghost. All 
missionaries are thus sent by the church ; 
and the church should not forget its 
ambassadors in their great and perilous 
work. 

4. Being sent forth by the Holy Ghost. 
Having been called to this work by the 
Holy Spirit, and being under his direc- 
tion. IT Departed unto Seleucia. This city 
was situated at the mouth of the river 
Oronles, where it falls into the Mediter- 
ranean. Antioch was also built on this 
rive**, some distance from its mouth. 
^ They sailed to Cyprus, An island in 
the Mediterranean, not far from Seleucia. 
Note, ch. iv. 36. . 

5. And when they were at Salamis. This 
was the principal city and seaport of Cy- 
prus. It was situated on the southeast 
part of the island, and was afterwards 
called Constantia. IT In the synagogues 
of the Jews. Jews were living in all the 
countries adjacent to Judea ,• and in those 
countries they had synagogues. The apos- 
tles uniformly preached first to them. 
f A?id they had also John to their minister. 
John Mark. ch. xii. 12. He was their at- 
tendant ; he was with them as a compa- 
nion, yet not pretending to be equal to 
them in office. They had been specifically 
designated to this work. He was with 
them as their friend and travelling com- 
panion ; perhaps also employed in making 
the needful arrangements for their com- 
fort, and for the supply of their wants in 
their travels. 

6. And when they had gone through the 
isle. The length of the island, according 
to Strabo, was one thousand and four hun- 
dred stadia, or nearly one hundred and 
seventy miles. ^ Unto Paphos. Paphos 
was a city at the western extremity of the 
island. It was the residence of the pro- 
consul, and was distinguished for a splen- 
did temple erected to Venus, who was 
worshipped throughout the island. Cy- 
prus was fabled to be the place of the 
birth of this goddess. It had, besides Pa- 
phos and Salamis, several towns of note — 
Citium, the bnrth-place of Zeno ; Amathus, 



through the isle unto Paph(js, they 
found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name wob 
Bar-jesus : 

7 Which was with the deputy 
of the country, Sergius Paulas, 3 
prudent man; who called for Bar- 
nabas and Saul, and desired to heai 
the word of God. 



sacred to Venus, &c. Its present capital 
is Nicosia. Whether Paul preached at 
any of these places is not recorded. The 
island is supposed formerly to have had a 
million of inhabitants. IF A certain sot- 
cerer. Greek, Magus, or magician. See 
Note, ch. viii. 9. ^ A false prophet. Pre- 
tending to be endowed with the gift of 
prophecy ; or a man, probablj^, who pre- 
tended to be inspired. TT Bar-jesus. The 
word Bar is Syriac, and means son. Je- 
sus, or Joshua, was not an uncommon 
name among the Jews. The name was 
given from his father — son of Jesus, or 
Joshua ; as Bar-jonas, son of Jonas. 

7. Which was with the deputy. Or with 
the proconsul. Cyprus was at this time 
subject to the Roman empire, and was 
governed by a proconsulappointed by the 
emperor. The provinces subject to liome 
were governed by persons who held their 
ofhce originally from the consul, or chief 
magistrate of the Roman republic. Men 
of the rank of senators were usually ap- 
pointed to these offices. See on this sub- 
ject Lard ner's Credibility, parti, ch. i.$ 11, 
where he has fully vindicated the accu- 
racy of the appellation which is here given 
to Sergius by Luke. ^ Sergius Faulus, 
a prudent man. The word here rendered 
prudent means intelligent, wise, learned. 
It also may have the sense oi candid, and 
may have been given to this man because 
he was of large and liberal views, of a 
philosophic and inquiring turn of mind, 
and was willing to obtain knowledge frorr> 
any source. Ilence he had entertained 
the Jews; and hence hewas w^illing alsc 
to listen to Barnabas and Saul. It is not 
often that men in office, and men of rank, 
are thus willing to listen to the instruc- 
tions of the professe-d ministers of God, 
IT Who called for Barnabas and Saul. Il 
is probable that they had preached m 
Paphos, and Sergius was desirous him- 
self of hearing the import of their new 
doctrine. ^ And desired to hear, &c 
There is no evidence that he then wished 
to listen to this as divine truth, or that he 
was anxious about his own salvation, but 
rather as a speculative inquiry. It was 8 
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8 B\it Elymas the sorcerer (for 
so is his name by interpretation) 
* withstood them, seeking to turn 
•iway the deputy from the faith. 

9 Theri Saul (who also is called 



professed characteristic of many ancient 
philosophers to be willing to receive in- 
Bti'uction from any quarter. ' Comp. Acts 
xvii 19, 20. 

8. But Elymas ike sorcerer^ for so is his 
name by interpretation. Elymas the ma- 
gician. Elymas is the interpretation, not 
of the name Bar-jesu?, but of the word 
rendered the sorcerer. It is an Arabic 
t\ord, and means the same as Magus. It 
seems that he was better known by this 
foreign name than by his own. IT With- 
stood them. Resisted them. He was sen- 
sible that if the influence of Saul and 
Barnabas should be extended over the 
proconsul, that, he would be seen to be an 
impostor, and his power be at an end. His 
interest, therefore, led him to oppose the 
gospel. His own popularity was at stake ; 
and being governed by this, he opposed 
the gospel of God. The love of popularity 
and power, the desire of retaining some 
political influence, is often a strong rea- 
son why men oppose the gospel. IF To 
turn away the deputy from th^ faith. To 
prevent the influence of the truth on his 
mind; or to prevent his becoming the 
friend and patron of the Christians. 

9. Then Saul (who is also called Paid). 
This is the last time that this apostle is 
called Saul. Henceforward he is desig- 
nated by the title by which he is usually 
Known," as Paul. When, or why, this 
change occurred in the name, has been a 
subject on which commentators are not 
agreed. From the fact that the change 
in the name is here first intimated, it 
would seem probable that it was first used 
in relation to him at this time. By vjhom 
the name was given him — whether he 
assumed it himself, or whether it was first 
given him by Christians or by Romans — is 
not intimated. The name is of Roman 
origin. In the Latin language the name 
Vaulus signifies little, dwarfish ; and some 
have conjectured that it was given by his 
parents to denote that he was small when 
bom; others, that it was assumed or con- 
ferred in subsequent years because he 
was little in stature. The name is not of 
the same signification as the name Saul. 
This signifies one that is asked, or desired. 
Alter all the conjectures on this subject, 
It is probable, (1.) That this name was 
ihst used ere ; for before this, oven after 



Paul), filled with the Holy Ghost 
set his eyes on him, 

10 And said, full of all subtilty 
and all \nischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteous- 



his conversion, he is uniformly called 
Saul. (2.) That it was given bjr the Ro- 
mans, as being a name with which they 
were more familiar, and one that waa 
more consonant with their language and 
pronunciation. It was made by the change 
of a single letter; and probably because the 
name Paul was common among them, and 
pronounced perhaps with greater facility 
(3.) Paul suffered himself to be called by 
this name, as he was employed; chiefly 
among the Gentiles. It was comrhon for 
names to undergo changes quite as ^reatv 
as this, without x)ur being able to specify' 
any particular cause, in passing from one 
language to another. Thus the Hebrew 
name Jochanan among the Greeks and 
Latins was Johannes, with the French it 
is Jean, with the Dutch Hans, and with 
us John. {Doddridge.) Thus Onias be- 
comes Menelaus; liillel, Pollio; Jakim. 
Alcimus; Silas, Silvanus, &c. {Grotius.) 
If Filled with the Holy Ghost. Inspired to 
detect his sin; to denounce divine judg- 
ment; and to inflict punishment on him. 
Note, ch, ii. 4. IF Set his eyes on him. 
Looked at him intently. 

10. O full of all subtilty and mischief. 
The word subtilty denotes deceit and 
fraud ; and implies that he was practising 
an imposition, and that he knew it. The 
word rendered mischief C ^^<.^ to\i^yi'j.g) de- 
notes properly /<2cj7i7?/ of acting, and then 
slight of hand ; sly, cunning arts, by which 
one imposes on another, and deceives him 
with a fraudulent intention. It is not 
elsewhere used in the New Testament. 
The art of Elymas consisted probably in 
slight of hand, legerdemain, or trick, aid- 
ed by skill in the abstruse sciences, by 
which the ignorant might be easily im- 
posed on. See Note, ch. viii. 9. IT Child 
of the devil. Being under his influence ; 
practising his arts ; promoting his designs 
by deceit and imposture, so that he may 
be called your father. Note, John viii. 44. 
Satan is here represented as the author 
of deceit, and the father of lies. V Ene- 
my of all righteousness. Practising deceit 
and iniquity, and thus opposed to right- 
eousness and honesty. A man who live? 
by wickedness will, of course, be the foe 
of every form of integrity. A man who 
lives by fraud will be opposed to the 
truth ; a pandor to the vices cf men vvili 
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ness, wilt thou not cease to pervert 
the right ways of the Lordl 

3 1 And now, behold, the hand of 
ihe Lord is upon thee, and thou 
shalt be blind, not seeing the sun 

hate the rules of chastity and purity; a 
manufacturer or vender of ardent spirits 
will be the enemy of temperance socie- 
ties. IT Wilt thou not cease to pervert. In 
what way he had opposed Paul and Bar- 
nabas is not known. Probably it might 
be by misrepresenting their doctrines ; by 
representing them as apostate Jews ; and 
thus by retarding or hindering the pro- 
gress of the gospel. The expression " wilt 
thou wor cease*' implies that he had been 
engaged sedulously in doing this, proba- 
bly from the commencement of their 
work in the city. IF The right ways of 
the Lord. The straight paths, or doctrines 
of the Christian religion, in opposition to 
the crooked Mid perverse arts of deceivers 
and impostors. Straight paths denote in- 
tegrity, sincerity, truth; Jer. xxxi. 9. Heb. 
xii. 13. Comp. Isa. xl. 3, 4 ; xlii. 36. 
Luke iii. 5. Crooked ways denote the 
ways of the sinner,, the deceiver, the im- 
postor. Deut. xxxii. 5. Fs. cxxv. 5. Pro v. 
ii. 15. Isa.lix.8. Phil. ii. 15. 

11. The hand of the Lord is upon thee. 
God shall punish thee. By this sudden 
and miraculous punishment, he would be 
awed and humbled; and the proconsul 
and others would be convinced that he 
was an impostor, and that the gospel was 
trne. His wickedness deserved such a 
punishment; and at the same time that 
due punishment was inflicted, it was de- 
signed that the gospel should be extended 
by this means. In all this there was the 
highest evidence that Paul was under the 
inspiration of God. He was full of the 
Holy Ghost ; he detected the secret feel- 
ings and desires of ihe heart of Ely mas : 
and he inflicted on him a punishment that 
could have proceeded from none but God. 
That the apostles had the power of in- 
flicting punishment in many cases, is ap- 
parent from various places in the New 
Testament. 1 Cor. v. 5. 1 Tim. i. 20. The 
punishment inflicted on Elymas, also, 
would be highly emblematic of the dark- 
ness and perverseness of his conduct. 
^ liot seeing ihe sun for a season. For 
how long a time this bUndness was to 
continue, is nowhere specified. It was 
fiowever in mercy ordained that the 
blindness should not be permanent and 
final. Nothing would be more likely to 
lead him to reflection and repentance 
than such a state of blindness. It was 



LA. D. 

immediately 



for a season. And 
there fell on him a mist and 
darkness ; and he went about, seek- 
ing some to lead him by the hand. 
12 Then the deputy, when h€ 



such a manifest proof that God was op- 
posed to him; it was such a sudden di- 
vine judgment; and it so completely cut 
him off from all possibility of practisincr 
his arts of deception, that it was adapted 
to bring him to repentance. Accordingly 
there is a tradition in the early church 
that he became a Christian. Origen says, 
that " Paul, by a word striking him blind, 
by anguish converted him to godliness." 
{Clark.) IT A mist. The word here used 
properly denotes a darkness or obscurity 
of the air; a cloud, &c. But it also de- 
notes an extinction of sight by the drying 
up or disturbance of the humours of the 
eye. {Hippocrates, as quoted by Schleus- 
ner.) IT And darkness. Blindness ; night. 
What was the precise cause or character 
of this miracle is not specified. IT And he 
went about, &c. This is a striking account 
of the eifect of the miracle. The change 
was so sudden thai he knew not where 
to go. He sought some one to guide him 
in the ways in which he had before been 
familiar. — How soon can God bring down 
the pride of man, and make him helpless 
as an infant! How easily can he touch 
our senses, the organs of our most exqui- 
site pleasures^ and wither all our enjoy- 
ments! How dependent are we on him 
for the inestimable blessings of vision ' 
And how easily can he annihilate all the 
sinner's pleasures, break up all his plans, 
and humble him in the dust ! Sight is 
his gift; and it is a mercy unspeakably 
great that he does not whelm us in thick 
darkness, and destroy for ever all the 
pleasure that through this organ is con 
veyed to the soul. 

12. Then ihe deputy ... .believed. Was 
convinced that Elymas was an impostor, 
and that the doctrine of Paul was true. 
There seems no reason to doubt that his 
faith was that which is connected with 
eternal life ; and if so, it is an evidence 
that the gospel was not always confined 
to the poor, and to the obscure ranks of 
life. IF At the doctrine of the Lord. The 
word doctrvie here seems to denote, not 
the teaching or instruction^ but the won- 
derful effects which were connected with 
the doctrine. It was particularly ihe mi~ 
racle with which he was astonished ; but 
he might have been also deeply impressed 
and amazed at the purity and sublimity 
of the truths which were now expanded 
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saw what Mas done, believed, being- 
astonished atthe doctrine of the Lord. 
13 Now when Paul and his 
company loosed from Paphos, they 
came to Perga in Pamph5dia ; and 
John departing ^ from them, return- 
ed to Jerusalem. 

14 But wh^en they departed from 
Perga, they came to Antioch in Pi- 
eidia, and went into the synagogue ^ 
on the Sabbath-day, and sat down. 

ac.15.38. fic.18,4. 



to his view. We leara nothing further 
respecting him in the New Testament. 

13. Paul and his company. Those with 
him — Barnabas and John — and perhaps 
athers who had been converted at Paphos; 
for it was common for many of the con- 
^'^erts to Christianity to attend on the apos- 
tles in their travels. See, ch. ix. 30. 
^Loosed from Paphos. Departed from 
Paphos. IT They came to Perga and Pam- 
phylia. Pamphylia was a province of 
Asia Minor, lying over-against Cyprus, 
having Cilicia east, Lycia west, Pisidia 
•lorth, and the Mediterranean south. 
Perga was the metropolis of Pamphylia, 
md was situated, not on the seacoast, but 
on the river Cestus, at some distance from 
its mouth. There was on a mountain 
near it a celebrated temple of Diana. 
^ And John departing from them, &c. 
Why he departed from them is unknown. 
It might have been from fear of danger ; 
or from alarm in travelling so far into 
unknown regions. But it is plain from 
ch. XV. 38, that it was from some cause 
which was deemed blameworthy, and 
that his conduct now was such as lo 
make Paul unwilling again to have him 
as a companion. ^ 

14. They came to Antioch in Pisidia. 
Pisidia was a province of Asia Minor, 
and was situated north of Pamphylia. 
4ntioch was not in Pisidia, but within 
the limits of Phrygia ; but it belonged to 
Pisidia, and was called Antioch of Pisi- 
dia to distinguish it from Antioch in Sy- 
ria. Pimy, Nat. Hist. 5. 27. Strabo, 12. 
p. 577. {kuinoel. Robinson's Calmet.) 
IT Went into the synagogue. Though Paul 
and Barnabas were on a special mission 
to the Gentiles, yet they availed them- 
selves of every opportunity to offer the 
gsspel to the Jews first. 

" 15. And after the reading ~ of the law 
and the prophets. See Note, Luke iv. 16. 
?F The rulers of the synagogue. These 
were persons who had the general charge 
of the synagogue and its service, to keep 
R 



15 And after the reading " of 
the law and the prophets, the ru- 
lers of the synagogue sent unto 
them, saying. Ye men and brethren, 
if ye have any word ^ of exhorta- 
tion for the people, say on. 

16 Then Paul stood up, and 
beckoning with Azs hand, said, Men 
of Israel, and ye that fear God, 
give audience. 

17 The God of this people of 

cver.27. d Heb. 13.22. 



every thing in order, and to direct the af 
fairs of public worship. They designat- 
ed the individuals who were to read the 
law ; and called on those whom they 
pleased to address the people, and had 
the power also of inflicting punishment, 
and of excommunicating, &e. {Schleusner.) 
Mark y. 22. 35, 36. 38. Luke viii. 49 ,• 
xiii. 14. Acts xviii, 8. 17. Seeing that 
Paul and Barnabas were Jews, though 
strangers, they sent to them, supposing it 
probable that they would wish to address 
their brethren, f Men and brethren. An 
affectionate manner of commencing a 
discourse, recognising them as their own 
countrymen, and as originally of the 
same religion. ^ Say on. Greek, Speak. 

16. Men of Israel. Jews, The design of 
this discourse of Paul was to introduce to 
them the doctrine that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah. To do this, he evinced his usual 
wisdom and address. To have com- 
menced at once on this would have pro- 
bably excited their prejudice and rage. 
He, therefore, pursued a train of argu- 
ment which showed that he was a firm 
believer in the Scriptures ; that he was 
acquainted with the history and promises 
of the Old Testament; and that he was 
not disposed to call in question the doc- 
trines of their fathers. The passage 
which had been read, perhaps Deut. i 
had probably given occasion for him to 
pursue this train of thought. By going 
over, in a summary way, their history, 
and recounting the former dealings of 
God with them, he showed them that ho 
believed the Scriptures ; that a promise 
had been given of a Messiah ; and that 
he had actually come according to the 
promise. IT Ye that fear God. Probably 
proselytes of the gate, who had not yet 
been circumcised, but who had re- 
nounced idolatry, and were accustomed 
to worship with them in their synagogues. 
If Give audience. Hear. 

17. The God of this people. Who has 
manifested himself as the peculiar friend 
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Israel cko^e our fathers, '^ and ex- 
alted the people when they dwelt * 
as Strang 3rs in the land of Egypt, 
and with an high '^ arm brought he 
them out of it. 

18 And about the time of forty 

aDe.7.6,7. Z/Ps.105.23. c Ex.13.14,16. 

d Ei.ie.SS. 1 £T§07ro4)o^>i(rEi/j perhaps for ht^o- 

^o^og>)irsi/j tore,, Ci, fed them, as a nurse beareth, or 



and protector of this nation. This im- 
plied a behef that ho had been particu- 
larly their God ; a favourite doctrine of 
the Jews, and one that would conciliate 
their favour towards Paul. IT Of Israel. 
The Jews. % Chose our fathers. Select- 
ed the nation to be a chosen and pecu- 
liar people to himself Deut. vii. 6, 7. 
H And exalted the people. Raised them 
up from a low and depressed state of 
bondage. He elevated them fi:om a 
■prostrate state of slavery to freedom, and 
to peculiar privileges as a nation. 
^ When they dwelt as strangers in Egypt. 
Bv rfj TTci^otxCa. This properly refers to 
their dwelling there as foreigners. They 
were always strangers there in a strange 
land. It was not their home. They 
never mingled with the people ; never 
became constituent parts of the govern- 
ment; never united with their usages 
and laws. They were a strange, se- 
parate, depressed people there; not 
less so than Africans are strangers, and 
foreigners, and a depressed and degraded 
people in this land. Gen. xxxvi. 7. Ex. 
vi. 4 ; xxii. 21 ; xxiii, 9. Lev. xix. 34 
Deut. X; 19. ^ And with an high arm. 
This expression denotes great power. 
The arm denotes strength, as that by 
which we perform any thing. A high 
arm, an arm lifted up, or stretched out, 
denotes that strength exerted to the ut- 
most. The children of Israel are repre- 
sented as having been delivered with an 
" outstretched arm." Deut. xxvi. 8. Ex. 
vi. 6. " With a strong hand." Ex. vi. 1. 
Reference is made in these places to the 
plagues inflicted on Egypt, by which the 
Israelites were delivered ; to their pas- 
sage through the Red Sea ; to their vic- 
tories over their enemies, &c. 

18. And about the time of forty years. 
They were this time going from Egypt to 
the land of Canaan. Ex. xvi. 35. Num 
xxxiii. 38. IT Suffered he their manners. 
This passage has been very variously 
rendered. See the margin, Syriac, " He 
nourished them," &c. Arabic, "He 
blessed thera, and nourished them," &c. 
The word is not ©Ise where used in the 



'^ years suffered ^ he their manners 
in the wilderness. 

19 And when he had destroyed 
seven nations in the land of Oha- 
naan f he divided their land to 
them by lot. 

feedeth her child. De.1.31, according to the LXX; and so 
Chrysostom. 

e De.7.1. / Jos.l4,&t. 



New^ Testament. The word properly 
means to tolerate, or endure the conduct 
of any one, implying that that conduct is 
evil, and tends to provoke to punishment. 
This is doubtless its meaning here. Pro- 
bably Paul referred to the passage in 
Deut. i. 31, "The Lord thy God bare 
thee." Butinstead ofthis word, £T§o7ro<{Jo^>!. 
o-Bv many MSS. read ET^o(?oc*!6§v)(rgv, he sus- 
tained or nourished. This reading was 
followed by the Syriac, Arabic, and has 
been admitted by Griesbach into the text. 
This is also found in the Septuagint, in 
Deut. i. 31, which place Paul douotless 
referred to. This would well suit the 
connexion of the passage ; and a change 
of a single letter might easily have oc- 
curred in a MS. It adds to the probabi- 
lity that this is the true reading, that it 
accords with Deut. i. 31. Num. xi. 12. 
Deut. xxxii. 10. It is furthermore not 
probable that Paul would have com- 
menced a discourse by reminding them 
of the obstinacy and wickedness of the 
nation. Such a course vvould rather 
tend to exasperate than to conciliate ; bul 
by reminding them of the mercies of God 
to them, and showing them that God had 
been their protector, he was better fitting 
them for his main purpose — that of show- 
ing them the kindness of the God of their 
fathers, in sending to them a Saviour. 
IF In the vnlderness. The desert through 
which they passed in going from Egypt 
to Canaan. 

19. And when he had destroyed. Sub 
dued ; cast out ; or extirpated as nations. 
It does not mean that all were put to 
death, for many of them were left in th.Q 
land ; but that they were subdued as 
nations, they were broken up and over 
come. Deut. vii. 1, " And hath cast out 
many nations before them," &c. IT Seven 
nations. The Hittites, the Girgashites, 
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perri- 
zites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites 
Deut. vii. 1. Josh. iii. 10. Neh. ix. 8 
IT In the land of Canaan. The whole 
land was called by the name of one of 
the principal nations. This was the pro- 
mised land ; the holy larid, &c. ^ Ht 
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20 And after that, he gave unto 
t/iem judges, ** about the space of 
four hundred and fifty years, until 
Samuel the prophet, 

a Judg.2.16. b lSam.8.5. c lSam.10.1. 

dioided, &c. See an account of this in 
Josh, xiv. XV. The lot was often used 
among the Jews to determine important 
qiiestions. Note, eh. i. 26. 

20. He gave unto them judges. Men 
who were raised up in an extraordinary 
manner to administer the affairs of the 
nation, to defend it from enemies, &c. 
See Judg ii. 16. IF About the space of 
four hundred and fifty years. This is a 
most ditficiilt passage,"ahd has exercised 
all the ingenuity oi chronologists. The 
ancient versions agree with the present 
Greek text. The'^dijicuhy has been to 
reconcile it with what is said in 1 Kings 
vi. 1, " And it came to pass in the four 
hundred and eightieth year after the chil- 
dren of Israel were come out of the land 
of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's 

reign over Israel he began to build 

the house of the Lord." Now if to the 
forty years that the children of Israel were 
in the wilderness, there be added the four 
hundred and fifty said in Acts to have 
been passed under the administration of 
tho judges, and about seventeen years of 
the time of Joshua, forty for Samuel and 
the reign of Saul together, and forty for 
the reign of David, and three of Solomon 
before he began to build the temple, the 
sum will be five hundred and ninety 
years, a period greater by one hundred 
and ten years than that mentioned in 
1 Kings vi. 1. Various ways have been 
proposed to meet the difficulty. Dod- 
dridge renders it, "After these transac- 
tions, [which lasted] four hundred and fifty 
years, he gave them a series of judges," 
&c., reckoning from the birth of Isaac, 
and supposing that Paul meant to refer to 
this whole time. But to this there are 
serious objections. (1.) It is a forced and 
constrained interpretation, and one mani- 
festly made to meet a difficulty. (2.) There 
is no propriety in commencing this period 
at the birth of Isaac. That was in no 
manner remarkable, so far as Paul's nar- 
rative was concerned ; and Paul had not 
even referred to it. This same solution is 
offered also by Calovius, Mill, and Lud 
De Dieu. Luther and Beza think it should 
be read three hundred, instead of four 
hundred. But this is a mere conjecture, 
without any authority from MSS. Vitrin- 
ga and some others suppose that the text 
has been corrupted by some transcriber. 



21 And afterward they * de&lred 
a king; and God gave unto then) 
Saul *= the son of Cis, a men of the 
tribe of Benjamin, by the space of 
forty years. 



who has inserted this without authority. 
But there is no evidence of this ,* and the 
MSS. and ancient versions are \iniform 
None of these explanations are satisfac- 
tory. In the solution of the difficulty we 
may remark, (].) That nothing is more 
perplexing than the chronology of ancient 
facts. The difficulty is found in all writ- 
ings; in profane as well as sacred. Mis- 
takes are so easily made in transcribing 
numbers where letters are used instead 
of writing the words at length, that we 
are not to wonder at such errors. (2.) Paul 
would naturally use the chronology which 
was in current, common use among the 
Jews. It was not his business to settle 
such points; but he would speak of them 
as they were usually spoken of, and refer 
to them as others did (3.) There is rea- 
son to believe that that which is here 
mentioned was the common chronology 
of his time It accords remarkably with 
that which is used by Josephus. Thus, 
Antiq. b. vii. ch. Hi. $ 1, Josephus says ex- 
pressly that Solomon " began to build the 
temple in the fourth year of his reign, 
five hundred and ninety-two years after the 
Exodus out of Egypt," &c. This would 
allow forty years for their being in the 
wilderness, seventeen for Joshua, forty 
for Samuel and Saul, forty for the reign 
of David, and four hundred and fifty-two 
years for the time of the judges and the 
times of anarchy that intervened. This 
remarkable coincidence shows that this 
was the chronology which was then used 
and which Paul had in view (4.) This 
chronology has the authority, also, of 
many eminent names. See Lightfoot, and 
Boyl-e's Lectures, ch. xx. In what way 
this computation of Josephus and the Jews 
originated, it is not necessary here to in- 
quire. It is a sufficient solution of the 
difficulty that Paul spoke in their usual 
manner, without departing from his regu- 
lar object by settling a point of chrono* 

logy- 

21. And afterward they desired a king. 
See 1 Sam. viii. 5. Hos. xiii. 10. It was 
predicted that they would have a king. 
Deut. xvii. 14, 13. f Saul the son of Cis. 
Cis is the Greek mode of writing the He- 
brew name Kish. In the Old Testament 
it is uniformly written Kish, and it is to 
be regretted that this has not been retain* 
ed in the New Testament. See 1 Sam 
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5^2 And when ° he had removed 
himvhe raised up unto them David 
^ to be their king ; to whom also he 
^ave testimony, and said, I have 
iound David, the son of Jesse, a man 
^ after mine own heart, which shall 
fulfil all my will, 

23 Of this man's seed hath God, 
according to his promise, "^ raised 
unto Israel ^ a Saviour, Jesus : 

24 When John-^ had first preach- 

rt 13.mt.31.6. &2Sam.5.3. c ISani.13.14. 



ix. 1. ^ By Ike space of forty years. Dur- 
ing forty years. The Old Testament has 
not mentioned the time during which 
Saul reigned. Josephus says (Antiq. b. vi. 
ch. xiv. ^ 9) that he reigned eighteen years 
while Samuel was alive, and twenty-two 
years after his death. But Dr. Doddridge 
(Note in loco) has shown that this can- 
not be correct, and that he probably 
reigned, as some copies of Josephus have 
it, but two years after the death of Sa- 
muel. Many critics suppose that the 
term of forty years here mentioned in- 
cludes also the time in which Samuel 
judged the people. This supposition does 
not violate the text in this place, and may 
be probable. See Doddridge and Grotius 
on the place. 

22. And when he had removed him. This 
was done because he rebelled against 
God in sparing the sheep and oxen and 
valuable property of Amalek, together 
with Agag the king, when he was com- 
manded to destroy all. 1 Sam. xv. 8 — 23. 
He was put to death in a battle with the 
Philistines. 1 Sam. xxxi. 1 — 6. The phrase 
•' when he removed him" refers probably 
to his rejection as a king, and not to his 
death ; for David was anointed king be- 
fore the death of Saul, and almost imme- 
diately after the rejection of Saul on ac- 
count of his rebellion in the business of 
Amalek. See 1 Sam. xvi. 12, 13. IT He 
gave testimony. He bore witness 1 Sam. 
xiii. 14. "^ I have found David, &c. This 
is not quoted literally, but contains the 
substance of what is expressed in various 
places. Compare 1 Sam, xiii. 14, with Ps. 
Ixxxix. 20, and 1 Sam. xvi. 1. 12. ^ A man 
after mine ewn heart. This expression is 
found in 1 Sam. xiii. 14. The connexion 
shows that it means simply a man who 
v.?ould not be rebellious and disobedient 
as Saul was, but would do his will, and 
keep his commandments. This refers, 
doubiiess, rather to the public than to the 
private character of David ; or to his cha- 
racter as a king. It means that he would 



ed^ before his coming, the baptism 
of repentance to all the people of 
Israel. 

25 And as John fulfilled his 
course, he said. Whom think ye 
that I am 1 I am not he : but, be- 
hold, there cometh one after me, 
whose shoes of his feet I am not 
worthy to loose. 

26 Men a?id brethren, children 
of the stock of Abraham, and, who- 

dPs.l32.n. eMatM.21. /Matt 3.1-11 



make the will of God the great rule and 
law of his reign, in contradistinction from 
Saul, who, as a king, had disobeyed God. 
At the same time it is true that the pre- 
vailing chixvactev of David, as a pious, 
humble, devoted man, was, that he was 
a man after God's own heart, and was 
beloved by him as a saint and a holy 
man. He had faults; he committed sin, 
but wtio is free from it? He was guilty 
of great offences ; but he also evinced, in 
a degree equally eminent, repentance (see 
Ps. li.) ; and not less in his private than 
his public character did he evince those 
traits which were prevailingly such as 
accorded with the heart, i.e. the earnest 
desires of God. IT Which shall fulfil all 
my will. Saul had not done it. He had 
disobeyed God in a case where he had 
received an express command. • The cha- 
racteristic of David would be that he 
would obey the commands of God. That 
David did this — that he maintained the 
worship of God, opposed idolatry, and 
sought to promote universal obedience to 
God arriong the people — is expressly re- 
corded of him. 1 Kings xiv. 8, 9, " And 
thou [Jeroboam] hast not been as my sei*- 
vant David, who kept my commandments 
and who followed me with all his heart, tc 
do that only which was right in mine eyes^^ 
&c. I Kings XV. 3. 5. 

23. Of this marl! s seed. Of his posterit)^ 
IF According to his promise. Note, Acts ii. 
30. IT Raised unto Israel. Note, Acts ii. 
30. IF A Saviour, Jesus. Note, Matt. i. 21. 

24. When John had first preached, &c. 
After John had preached, and prepared 
the way. Matt. iii. 

25. And as John fulfilled his course. As 
he was engaged in completing his work. 
His ministry is called a course or race, that 
which was to be run, or completed. IF He 
said, &c. These are not the precise words 
which the evangelists have recorded, but 
the sense is the same. Note, John i. 20 
Matt. iii. 11. 

26. Men and brethren. Paul now ei 
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soever among you feareth Gi d, to 
you " is the word of this salv ition 
sent. 

27 For they that dwell at Jeru- 
salem, and their rulers, because 
they knew him not, nor yet the 
voices of the prophets which are 
read every Sabbath-day, they * 
have fulfilled them in condemning 
hi7}i. 

28 And though they found no 
ause of death in him, yet desired 

a Matt.10.6. b L-ake 24.30,44. 



horts them to embrace the Lord Jesus as 
the Messiah. He uses therefore the most 
respectful and fraternal language. IF Chil- 
dren of ike stock of Abraham. Descend- 
ants of Abraham ; who regard Abraham 
as your ancestor. He means here to ad- 
dress particularly the native-born Jews ,* 
and this appellation is used because they 
valued themselves highly on account of 
their descent from Abraham (Note, Matt, 
iii. 9) ; and because the promise of the 
Messiah had been specially given to him. 
IT And whosoever, &c. Proselytes. Note, 
ver. 16. IF Is the word of this salvation 
sent. This message of salvation. It was 
sent particularly to the Jewish people. 
The Saviour was sent to that nation (Matt. 
XV. 24); and the design was to offer to 
them first the message of life. See N:ite, 
ver. 46. 

27. Because they knew him not. 1 he 
statement in this verse is designed, not. to 
reproach the Jews at Jerusalem, but to 
introduce the fact that Jesus had died, and 
had risen again. With great wisdom and 
tenderness, he speaks of his murderers in 
such a manner as not to exasperate, but 
as far as possible to mitigate their crime. 
There was sufficient guilt in the murder 
of the Son of God to overwhelm the na- 
tion with alarm, even after all tliat could 
be said to mitigate the deed. See AcCs 
ii. 23. 36, 37. When Paul says, " Th^- 
knew him not," he means that they ditl 
not know him to be the Messiah (see 
1 Cor. ii. 8) ; they were ignorant of the 
true meaning of the prophecies of the 
Old Testament ; they regarded him as w: 
impostor. (See Note, Acts iii. 17.) "T Nor 
yet the voices of the prophets. Neither the 
meaning of the predictions in the Old 
Testament, respecting the Messiah. 
They expected a prince, and a conqueror, 
but did not expect a Messiah poor and i 
despised, and a man of sorrows, and that 
was to die on a cross, f WhicJi are read j 
R 2 



they Pilate that he should be ni^ixi 

29 And when they had fulfilled 
all that was written of him, they 
took him down from the tree, and 
laid him in a sepulchre. 

30 But God raised him from 
the dead : 

31 And he was seen '^ many days 
of them which came up with him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, who 
are his witnesses unto the peo- 
ple. 



every Sabbath-day. In the synagogues. 
Though the Scriptures were read so con- 
stantly, yet they were ignorant of their 
true meaning. They were blinded by 
pride, and prejudice, and preconceived 
opinions. Men may often in this way 
read the Bible a good part of their lives, 
and for want of attention, or of a humble 
mind, never understand it. IT They have 
fulfilled them,, &c. By putting him to 
death they have accomplished w^hat was 
foretold. 

28. A7id though they found, &c. They 
found no crime which deserved death. 
This is conclusively shown by the trial 
itself After all their efforts ; after the 
treason of Judas ; after their employing 
false witnesses ; still no crime was laid 
to his charge. The sanhedrim condemi/, 
ed him for blasphemy ; and yet they 
knew that they could not substantiate 
this charge before Pilate, and they there- 
fore endeavoured to procure his condem- 
nation on the ground of sedition. Com p. 
Luke xxii. 70, 71, with xxiii. 1, 2 IF Yet 
desired they Pilate, &c. Matt, xxvii. 1, 2. 
Luke xxiii. 4, 5. 

29. They took him down, &c. That is, 
it was done by the Jews. Not that it 
was done by those who put him to death, 
but by Joseph of Arimathea, a Jew, and 
by Nicodemus, and their companions, 
Paul is speaking of what was done to 
Jesus by the Je^os at Jerusalem ; and he 
does not affirm that the same persons put 
him to death and laid him in a tomb, but 
that all this was done by Jews. See John 
xix. 38, 39. 

30. But God raised him, &c. Note, ch. 
ii. 23, 24. 

31. And he was seen. See Note at the 
end of Matthew. IF Many days. Forty 
days. ch. i. 3. IF O/" them which came up. 
By the apostles particularly. He waa 
seen by others ; but they are especially 
mentioned as having been chosen for 
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32 And we declare unto you 
g'lad tidings, how that the promise 
•* which was made unto the fa- 
thers, 

33 God hath fulfilled the same 



this object, to bear witness to him, and 
as having been particularly , qualified 
for it. 

32. And we. We who are here pre- 
sent. Paul and Barnabas. IT Declare 
unto you glad tidings. We preach the 
gospel— the good news. To a Jew, no- 
thing could be more grateful intelligence 
than that the Messiah had come; to a 
sinner convinced of his sins nothing can 
be more cheering than to hear of a Sa- 
viour. If The promise, &.(i. The promise 
here refers to all that had been spoken in 
the Old Testament respecting the ad- 
vent, sufferings, death, and resurrection 
of Christ. 

33. God hath fulfilled. God has com- 
.pleted or carried into effect by the resur- 
rection of Jesus. He does not say that 
all the promise had reference to his re- 
surrection ; but his being raised up com 
pleted or perfected the fulfilment of the 
promises which had been made respect- 
ing him. IT In the second psalm, ver. 7. 
IT Thou art my Son. This psalm has been 
usually understood as referring to the 
Messiah. See Note, ch. iv. 25. T This 
day have I begotten thee. It is evident 
that Paul uses the expression here as im- 
plying th-9-t the Lord Jesus is called the 
Son of God because he raised him up 
from the dead ; and that he means to im- 
ply that it was for this reason that he is 
BO called in the psalm. This interpreta- 
tion of an inspired apostle fixes the mean- 
ing of this passage in the psalm; and 
proves that it is not there used with re- 
ference to the doctrine of eternal gene- 
ration, or to his incarnation, but that he 
is here called h:s Son because he was 
raised from the dead. And this interpre- 
tation accords with the scope of the 
psalm. In ver. 1 — 3 the psalmist records 
the combination of the rulers of the 
earth against the Messiah, and their ef- 
forts to cast off his reign. TKis was 
done, and the Messiah was rejected. AW 
this pertains, not to his previous existence, 
but to the Messiah on the earth. In ver. 
•i, 5, the psalmist shows that their efforts 
should not be successful ; that God would 
.augh at their designs, that is, that their 
plans should not succeed. In ver. 6, 7, 
ae shows that the Messiah would be es- 



unto us their children, in that he 
hath raised up Jesus again ; as it 
is also written in the second psalm, 
Thou * art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee. 



tablished as a king ; that this was the fix- 
ed decree, that he had begotten him fo7 
this. All this is represented as subsequent 
to the raging of the heathen, and to the 
counsel of the kings against him, and 
must, therefore, refer, not to his eternal 
generation, or his incarnation, but to 
something succeeding his death ; that is, 
to his resurrection, and establishment as 
king at the right hand of God. This in- 
terpretation by the apostle Paul proves 
therefore that this passage is not to be 
used to establish the doctrine of the eter- 
nal generation of Christ Christ is called 
the Son of God from various reasons 
In Luke i. 35, because he was begotten 
by the Holy Ghost. In this place, on ac- 
count of his resurrection. In Rom. i. 4.. 
it is also said, that he was declared to be 
the Son of God by the resurrection from 
the dead. See Note on that place. The 
resurrection from the dead is represented 
as in some sense the beginning of life, 
and it is with reference to this that the 
terms Son, and begotten from the dead, 
are used, as the birth of a child is the 
beginning of life. Thus Christ is said, 
Col. i. 38, to be " the first-born from the 
dead," and thus in Rev. i. 5, he is called 
" the first-begotten of the dead," and with 
reference to this renewal or beginning of 
life he is called a Son. In whatever 
other senses he is called a Son m the 
New Testament, yet it is here proved, 
(1.) That he is called a Son from his re- 
surrection ; and (2.) That this is the sense 
in which the expression in the psalm is to 
be used, f This day. The day in the 
mind of the psalmist, and of Paul, of his 
resurrection. Many efforts have been 
made, and much learned criticism has 
been expended, to prove that this refers 
to eternity, or to his pre-existence. But 
the signification of the word, which 
never refers to eternity, and the con 
nexion, and the obvious intention of the 
soeaker, is against this. Paul understood 
this manifestly of the resurrection. This 
settles the inquiry, and this is the indis- 
pensible interpretation in the psalm itself, 
IT Have I begotten thee. This evidently 
cannot be understood in a literal sense. 
It literally refers to the relation ot an 
earthly father to his children; but in no 
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34 And as cancerning that he 
raised him up from the dead, now 
no more to return to corruption, he 
said on tiiis wise, I will give you 
the sure ^ mercies of David. 

t Td oo-iK, holyy or, just things; which word the 

such sense can it be applied to the re- 
lation of God the Father to the Son. It 
must therefore ,be figurative. The word 
sometimes figuratively means to produce, 
to cause to exist in any way. 2 Tim. ii. 
23, " Unlearned questions avoid, knowing 
that they do gender [beget] strifes." It 
refers also to the labours of the apostles 
in securing the conversion of sinners to 
the gospel. 1 Cor. iv. 15^. " In Christ 
Jesus I have begotten you through the 
gospel." Phil. ver. 10, " Whom [Onesi- 
mus] I have begotten in my bonds." It is 
applied to Christians (John i. 13), "Which 
were born [begotten] not of bloody &c. 
but of God." iii. 3, " Except a man be 
born [begotten] again," &c. In all these 
places it is used in a fig=urative sense to 
denote the commencement of spiritual 
life by the power of God attending the 
truth ; raising up sinners from the death 
of sin; or so producing spiritual life as 
that they should sustain to God the rela- 
tion of sons. Thus he raised up Christ 
from the dead ; imparted life to his body ; 
by his own power restored him; and 
hence is said figuratively to have begotten 
him from the dead, and hence sustains 
towards the risen Saviour the relation of 
Father. Comp.Col.i.18. Rev. 1,5. Heb.i.5. 
34. And as concerning. In further proof 
of that. To show that he actually did it, 
he proceeds to quote another passage of 
Scripture. IT No more to return to corrup- 
tion. The word corruption is usually em- 
ployed to denote putrefaction, or the moul- 
dering away of a body in the grave ; its 
returning to its native dust. But it is cer- 
tain (ver. 35. Note, ch. ii. 27) that the body 
of Christ never in this sense saw corrup- 
tion. The word is therefore used to de- 
note death, or the grave, the cause and 
place of corruption. The word is thus 
used in the Septuagint. It means here 
simply -that he should not again die. % He 
said on this wise. He said thus, (ovrwg.) 
Ii I will give you. This quotation is made 
from Isa. Iv. 3. It is quoted from the Sep- 
tuagint, with a change of but one word, 
not affecting the sense. In Isaiah the 
passage does not refer particularly to the 
resurrection of the Messiah ; nor is it the 
design of Paul to affirm that it does. His 
object in this verse is not to prove that he 
would rise from, the dead ; but that being 



35 Wherefore he saith also in •* 
a,nother j05a/m, Thou shalt not suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption. 

LXX, both ia the place of Isa.55.3, and in many ot&e*^, 
use for that which is in the Hebrew, metcies. 
a Ps.l6.10. 



risen, he would not again die. That the 
passage in Isaiah refers to the Messiah 
there can be no doubt, ver. 1. 4. The 
passage here quoted is an address to the 
people, an assurance to them that the 
promise made to David should be per- 
formed, a solemn declaration that he 
would make an everlasting covenant 
with them through the Messiah, the pro- 
mised descendant of David. M The sure 
7nercies of David. The word mercies here 
refers to the promise made to David ; the 
mercy or favour shown to him by promis- 
ing to him a successor that should not 
fail to sit on his throne. 2 Sam. vii. 16. Ps. 
ixxxix. 4,5; cxxxii. 11, 12. These mercies 
and these promises are called " sure^* as 
being true, or unfailing; they should cer- 
tainly be accomplished. Comp. 2 Cor. i. 
20. The word David here does not refer, 
as many have supposed, to the Messiah, 
but to the king of Israel. God made to 
David a promise, a certain pledge ; he be- 
stowed on him this special mercy, in pro- 
mishig that he should have a successor 
who should sit for ever on his throne. 
This promise was understood by the Jews, 
and is often referred to in the New Tes- 
tament, as relating to the Messiah. And 
Paul here says that that promise here is 
fulfilled. The only question is, how it 
refers to the subject on which Paul was 
immediately discoursing. That point was 
not mainly to prove his resurrection, but 
to show particularly that he would never 
die again, or that he would for ever live 
and reign. And the argument is, that as 
God had promised that David should have 
a successor who should sit for ever on his 
throne ; and as this prediction now termi- 
nated in the Messiah, the Lord Jesus, il 
followed, that, as that promise was sure 
and certain, he would never die again. 
He must hve, if the sure promise was ful- 
filled. And though he had been put to 
death, yet under that general promise was 
the certainty that he would live again. 
It was impossible, the meaning is, that the 
Messiah, the promised successor of David, 
the perpetual occupier of his throne, should 
remain under the power of death. Under 
this assurance the church now reposes its 
hopes. Zion's King now lives, ever able 
to vindicate and save his people. 
2b. Wherefore, ^'o. To the same in 
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36 For David, ' after lie 1 ad serv- 
ed his own generation by the will 
of God, " fell on sleep, and ^ ms laid 
unto his fathers, and saw corrup- 
tion : 

37 But he," whom God ^ raised 
dgain, saw no corruption. 

38 Be it known unto you, there- 
fore, men and brethren, that through 

1 or, after he had in his oion age served tlie will of 
GocL a lKi,2.10. b c.2.24. 

tent, or end. In the proof of the same 
thing — that he must rise and hve for 
ever. % He saith, God says by David; 
or David declares the promises made by 
God. *![ /?i another psalm. Ps. xvi. 10. 
^ Thou wilt not suffer, &c. See this ex- 
plained in Notes, ch. ii. 27. 

36. For David, &c. This verse is de- 
signed to show that the passage in Ps. xvi. 
could not refer to David, and must there- 
fore relate to some other person. In ver. 
37, it is affirmed that this could refer to no 
one, in fact, but to the Lord Jesus. IT Af- 
ter he had served his generation. See the 
margin. Syriac, * David in his own gene- 
ration having served the will of God, and 
slept,' &c. Arabic, ' David served in his 
own age, and saw God.' The margin 
probably most correctly expresses the 
sense of the passage. To serve a gene- 
ration, or an age, is an unusual and al- 
most unintelligible expression. "iT Fell on 
sleep. Greek, Slept ; that is, died. This 
is the usual word to denote the death of 
saints. It is used of David in 1 Kings ii. 
10. Note, Matt, xxvii. 52. TT And was laid 
unto, &G. And was buried with his fa- 
thers, &c. 1 Kings ii. 10. IT And saw cor- 
ruption. Remained in the grave, and re- 
turned to his native dust. See this point 
argued more at length by Peter, in Acts 
ii. 29 — 31, and explained in the Notes on 
that place. 

37. But he, whom God raised again. The 
Lord Jesus. IT Saw no corruption. Was 
raised without undergoing the usual 
change that succeeds death. As David 
had Tetnrned to corruption, and the Lord 
Jesus had not, it followed that this pas- 
Eage in Ps. xvi. referred to the Messiah. 

38. Be it hiovm, &c. Paul, having 
proved his resurrection, and shown that 
he was the Messiah, now states the bene- 
fits that were to be derived from his 
death, "ir Through this man. See Note, 
Luke xxiv. 47. 

39. And by Mm. By means of htm ; by 
his sufferings and death. "^ All tmt be- 
lieve. N(Jte, Mark xvi. 16 IT Areji^mjled. 



'^ this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins ; 

39 And by him, '^ all that believe 
are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses. 

40 Beware, therefore, lest that 
come upon you which is spoken of 
in « the prophets ; 

c Dan.9.24. Lu.24.47, lJno.2.12. . d Isa.53.11. Hab 
2.4.Rom.3.28,- 8.3. e Isa.29.14. Hab.l 5. 



Are regarded and treated as if they were 
righteous. They are pardoned, and ad- 
mitted to the favour of God, and treated 
as pardoned sinners, and as if they had 
not offended. " See this point explained in 
the Notes on Rom. i. 17; iii. 24, 25; iv. 1 
— 8. IT From all things. From the guilt 
of all offences. All will be pardoned. 
IT From which ye could 7iot, &c. The law 
of Moses commanded what was to be 
done. It appointed sacrifices and offer- 
ings, as typical of a greater sacrifice. But 
the same apostle has fully shown in the 
epistle to the Hebrews that those sacri- 
fices could not take away sin. ch. ix. 7— 
14; X. 1 — 4. 11. The design of the lats> 
was not to reveal a way of pardon. That 
was reserved to be the peculiar purpose 
of the gospel. % The law of Moses. The 
commands and institutions Vv^hich he, un- 
der the direction of God, established. 

40. Beware, therefore. Avoid that which 
is threatened. It will come on some ; and 
Paul exhorted his hearers to beware lest 
irshould come on them. It was the more 
important to caution them against this 
danger, as the Jews held that they were 
safe, ir Lest that come. That calamity , 
that threatened punishment. ^ hi the 
prophets. In that part of the Scriptures 
called " the prophets." The Jews divided 
the Old Testament into three parts, of 
which " the book of the prophets" was 
one. Note, Luke xxiv. 44. The place 
where this is recorded is Hab. i. 5. It is 
not taken from the Hebrew, but substan- 
tially from the Septuagint. The original 
design of the threatening was to announce 
the destruction that would come upon 
the nation by the Chaldeans. The ori 
ginal threatening was fulfilled. But it 
was as applicable to the Jews in the time 
of Paul as in the time of Habakkuk. The 
principle of the passage is, that if they 
held in contempt the doings of God, they 
would perish. The work which God was 
to do by means of the Chaldeans was so 
fearful, so unusual, and so remarkable 
that they would not believe it in time t«i 
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41 Behold,ye despisers, and won- 
der, and perish : for I work a work 
in your days, a work which you 
shall in no wise believe, though a 
man declare it unto you. 



avoid the calamity. In the same way, 
that which God did in giving a Messiah 
m little in accordance with their expecta- 
tion , the manner of the introduction of 
his kingdom by miracles ; and the gift 
of his Spirit, was so much at variance 
with their expectations, that they might 
see it, yet disbelieve it ; they might have 
the fullest proof, and vet despise it ; they 
might wonder, and be amazed and as- 
tonished, and unable to account for it, 
and yet refuse to beheve it, and be de- 
stroyed. *ir Beholdf ye despisers. Heb. 
" Behold, ye among the heathen." The 
change from this expression to " ye de- 
spisers," was made by the Septiiagint 
translators, by a very slight change in 
the Hebrew vvord — probably from a va- 
riation in the copy which they used. It 
arose from reading a^^jia instead of qiijij, 
Bogedim instead of Baggoim. The Sy- 
riac, the Arabic, as well as the LXX. fol- 
low this reading. ^ And wonder. Heb. 
"and regard, and wonder marvellously." 
TT And perish. This is not in the He- 
brew, but is in the Septuagint and the 
Arabic. The word means literally to be 
removed from the sight, to disappear, and 
then to corrupt, defile, destroy. Matt. vi. 
16. 19. The word, however, may mean 
to he suffused with shame.; to be over- 
whelmed, and confounded {Schleiisner), 
and it may perhaps have this meaning 
here, answering to the Hebrew. The 
word used here is not that which is com- 
monly employed to denote eternal perdi- 
tion ; though Paul seems to use it with 
reference to their destruction for reject- 
ing the gospel. IT For I work a work. I 
do a thhig. The thing to which the pro- 
phet Habakkuk referred was, that God 
would bring upon them the Chaldeans, 
that would destroy the temple and nation. 
In like manner Faul says, that God in 
that time might bring upon the nation 
similar calamities. By rejecting the Mes- 
Bia'n and his gospel, and by persevering 
in wickedness, they would bring upon 
themselves the destruction of the tem- 
ple, and city, and nation. It was this 
threatened destruction doubtless to which 
the apostle referred. IT Which ye shall 
in no wise believe. Which you will not 
believe. So remarkable, so unusual, so 
surpassing any thing which had occurred. 



42 And when the Jews w^ ^re 
gone out of the synagogue, the 
Gentiles besought that these words 
might be preached to them the ^ 
next Sabbath. 

1 in the week between^ or, in the Sabbaih between. 



The original reference in Habakkuk is t® 
the destruction of the temple by the 
Chaldeans; a thing which the Jews 
would not suppose coidd happen. Tha 
temple was so splendid ; it had been 
built by the direction of God ; it Aad been 
so long under his protection; that they 
would suppose that it could not be given 
into the hands of their enemies to be de- 
molished. And even though it were 
predicted by a prophet of God, still they 
would not believe it. The same feelings 
the Jews would have respecting the tem- 
ple and city in the time of Paul. Though 
it was foretold by the Messiah, yet they 
were so confident that it was protected by 
God, that they would not believe that it 
could possibly be destroyed. The same 
infatuation seems to have possessed them 
during the siege of the city by the Ro- 
mans. IT Though a man, &c. Though it 
be plainly predicted. We may learn, 
(1.) That men may see, and be amazed at 
the works of God, and yet be destroyed. 
(2.) There may be a prejudice so obsti- 
nate that even a divine revelation will 
not remove it. (3.) The fancied security 
of sinners will not save them. (4.) There 
are men who will not believe in the pos- 
sibility of their being lost, though it be de- 
clared by the prophets, by apostles, by the 
Saviour, and by God. They will still re- 
main in fancied security, and suffer no- 
thing to alarm or rouse them. But (5.) The 
fancied security of the Jews furnished no 
safety against the Babylonians or the Ro- 
mans. Nor will the indifference and 
unconcern of sinners furnish any secu 
rity against the dreadful wrath of God 
Yet there are multitudes who live amidsi 
the displays of God's pov er and mercj 
in the redemption of sinners who witness 
the effects of his goodness and truth in 
revivals of religion, who live to despise 
it all ; who are "amazed and confounded 
by it ; and who shall yet perish. 

42. And when the Jews, ijkc There is 
a great variety in the MSS. on this verse ; 
and in the ancient versions. Griesbach 
and Knapp read it, " And when they 
were gone out, they besought them that 
these words might be spoken," &c. The 
Syriac reads it, " When they departed 
from them, they sought from them thai 
these worlds might he spoken to them oi; 
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43 Now when the congregation 
was broken up, many of the Jews 
and religious proselytes followed 
Paul and Barnabas : who speaking 
£0 them, persuaded them to con- 
tinue ^ ki the grace of God. 

44 And the next Sabbath-day 

a c.14.22. Heb.6.11,12;12.15. 



another Sabbath." The Arabic, "Some 
of the synagogue of the Jews asked of 
them that they would exhort the Gentiles 
with them," &c. If these readhigs be 
correct, then the meaning is, that some 
of the Jews exhorted the apostles to pro- 
claim these truths at some other time ; 
particularly to the Gentiles. The MSS. 
greatly vary in regard to the passage, 
and it is perhaps impossible to determine 
the true reading. If the present reading 
m the English translation is to be regard- 
ed as genuine — of which, however, there 
IS very little evidence — the meaning is, 
that a part of the Jews, perhaps a majority 
of them, rejected the message, and went 
out, though many of them followed Paul 
and Barnabas, ver. 43. f The Gentiles 
besought. This expression is wanting in the 
Vulgate, Coptic, Arabic, and Syriac ver- 
sions, and in a great many MSS. {Mill.) 
It is omitted by Griesbach, Knapp, &c. 
and is probably spurious. Among other 
reasons which may be suggested why it 
is not genuine, this is one, that it is not 
evident or probable that the Gentiles 
were in the habit of attending the syna- 
gogue. Those who attended there were 
called proselytes. The expression, if 
genuine, might mean, either that the Gen- 
tiles besought, or that they besought the 
Gentiles. The latter would be the more 
probable meaning. IT The next Sabbath. 
The margin has probably the correct 
rendering of the passage. The meaning 
of the verse is, that a wish was expressed 
that these doctrines might be repeated to 
them in the intermediate time before the 
next Sabbath. 

43. When the congregation. Greek, 
When the synagogue was dissolved. 
f Broken up. Dismissed. It does not 
mean that it was broken up by violence 
or disorder. It was dismissed in the 
usual way. IT Many of the Jews. Pro- 
bably the majority of them rejected the 
message. See ver. 45. Still a deep im- 
pression was made on many of them. 
h And religious proselytes. See ver. 16. 
Comp. Note, Matt, xxiii. 15. Greek, 
Proselytes worshipping. IT Persuaded 
them to continue^ &c It would appear 



came almost the whole city to 
gether, to hear the w^ord of God. 

45 But when the Jews saw the 
multitudes, they were filled with 
envy, and spake against those 
things which were spoken by Paul, 
contradicting * and blasphemingo 



from this, that they professedly received 
the truth and embraced the Lord Jesus, 
This success was remarkable, and shows 
the power of the gospel when it is 
preached faithfully to men. H In the 
grace of God. In his favour — in the 
faith, and prayer, and obedience, whi(^h 
would be connected with his favour. 
The gospel is called the grace ox favour 
of God, and they were exhorted to per- 
severe in their attachment to it. 

44. And the next Sabbath-day, This 
was the regular day for worship, and it 
was natural that a greater multitude 
should convene on that day than on the 
other days of the week. IT Came almost 
the whole city. Whether this was in the 
synagogue is not affirmed ; but it is pro- 
bable that that was the place where tho 
multitude convened. The news of the 
presence of the apostles, and of theii 
doctrines, had been circulated doubtless 
by the Gentiles who had heard them, 
and curiosity attracted the multitude fci 
hear them. Comp. Note, ver. 7. 

45. They were filled with envy. Greels . 
Zeal. The word here denotes wrath, in- 
dignation, that such multitudes should be 
disposed to hear a message which they 
rejected, and which threatened to over- 
throw their religion. IT Spake against. 
Opposed the doctrine that Jesus was the 
Messiah; that the Messiah would be 
humble, lowly, despised, and put to 
death, &c. IT Contradicting. Contra- 
dicting the apostles. This was evidently 
done in their presence, ver. 46, and would 
cause great tumult and disorder. ^ And 
blaspheming. Note, Matt. ix. 3. The 
sense evidently is, that they reproached 
and vilified Jesus of Nazareth ; they 
spake of him with contempt and scorn. 
To speak thus of him is denominated 
blasphemy, Luke xxii. 65. When men 
are enraged, they little regard the words 
which they utter, and httle care how 
they may be estimated by God. When 
men attached to sect and party, in religion 
or politics, have no good argurnents to 
employ, they attempt to overwhelm their 
adversaries by bitter and reproachful 
words. Men in the heat of strife, and iB 
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46 Then Paul and Barnabas wax- 
ed bold, and said, It was necessary 
that the word of God should first * 
have been spoken to you : but see- 
ing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting 
life, lo, we ^ turn to the Gentiles. 

a MalMO.6. Lu.24.47. Rom.1.16. 



professed zeal for peculiar doctrines, and 
lor sect and party, more frequently utter 
blasphemy than they are aware. Precious 
dud pure doctrines are often thus vilified, 
because we do not believe them; and the 
heart of the Saviour is pierced anew, and 
his cause bleeds by the wrath and wick- 
edness of his professed friends. Comp. ch. 
xviii. 6. 

46. Waxed hold. Became bold ; spake 
boldly and openly. They were not ter- 
rified by their strife, or alarmed by their 
opposition. The contradictions and blas- 
phemies of sinners often show that their 
consciences are alarmed ; that the truth 
has taken effect ; and then is not the time 
to shrink, but to declare more fearlessly 
the truth. IT It was necessary. It was so 
designed ; so commanded. They regard- 
ed it as their duty to offer the go^pei first 
to their own countrymen. Note, Luke 
XXIV. 47. IF Ye put it from you. Ye re- 
ject it. IF And judge yourselves. By your 
conduct, by your rejecting it, you de- 
clare this. The word judge here does 
not mean they expressed such an opinion, 
or that they regarded themselves as unwor- 
thy of eternal life ; for they thought just 
the reverse; but that by their conduct 
they CONDEMNED themselves. By such 
conduct they did in fact pass sentence on 
themselves, and show that they were un- 
worthy of eternal life, and of having the 
offer any farther made to them. — Sinners 
by their conduct do in fact condemn 
themselves, and show that they are not 
only unfit to be saved, but that they have 
advanced so far m wickedness that there 
is no hope of their salvation, and no pro- 
priety m offering them, any farther, eter- 
nal life. Note, Matt. vii. 6. IT Unworthy, 
&c. Unfit to be saved. They had deli- 
heralely and solemnly rejected the gospel, 
and thus shown that they were not fitted 
to enter into everlasting life. — When men, 
e\*en but once, deliberately and solemnly 
reject the offers of God's mercy, it greatly 
endangers their salvation. The probahi- 
lily is, that they then put the cup of salva- 
tion for ever away from themselves. The 
f ospel produces an effect wherever it is 
Qy^'}|chp4f And wlien sjnners are hard- 



47 For so hath the Lord com- 
manded us, saying, ^ I have, set 
thee to be a light of the Gentiles, 
that thou shouldest be for salvation 
unto the ends of 'o €irth 

48 And when the Gentiles heard 
this, they were glad and glorified 

b Deut.32.21. Matt.2l.43. Rom.lCi.l9. c I»a.49.6. 



ened, and spurn the gospel, it may often 
be the duty of ministers to turn their ef- 
forts towards others, where they may have 
more prospect of success. A man will not 
long labour on a rocky, barren, sterile 
soil, when there is near him a rich and 
fertile valley that will abundantly reward 
the pains of cultivation. % Lo, we turn, 
&c. We shall offer salvation to them, 
and devote ourselves to seeking their sal- 
vation. 

47. For so, &c. Paul, as usual, appeals 
to the Scriptures in order to justify his 
course. He here appeals to the Old Tes^ 
lament, rather than to the command of the 
Saviour, because the Jews recognised the 
authority of their own Scriptures, while 
they would have turned in scorn from 
the command of Jesus of Nazareth. If 1 
have set ihee, &c. I have constituted or 
appointed thee. This passage is found in 
Isa. xlix. 6. That it refers to the Messiah 
there can be no doubt. From the xlth 
chapter of Isaiah to the end of the pro- 
phecies, Isaiah had a primary and main 
reference to the times of the Messiah. 
f To be a light, ^ote, John i. 4. ^ To 
the Gentiles This was in accordance 
with the uniform doctrines of Isaiah. Isa. 
xHi. 1 ; Viv. 3 ; Ix. 3. 5. 16 ; Ixi, 6. 9 ; Ixii, 
2; Ixvi. 12. Comp. Rom. xv. 9—12. f F^or 
salvation. To save sinners. IT Unto the 
ends of the earth. To all lands; in all 
nations. Note, ch. i. 8. 

48. When the Gentiles heard this. Heard 
that the gospel was to be preached to 
them. The doctrnie of the Jews had 
been that salvation was confined to 
themselves. The Gentiles rejoiced that 
from the mouths of Jews they now heard 
a different doctrine. IT They glorified the 
word of the Lord. They honoured it as q 
message from God ; they recognised and 
received it as the word (if God. The ex 
pression conveys the ide^ oi praise on ac» 
count of it, and of reverence for the mesj- 
sage as the word of God IT And as man,y 

as were ordained, 'ixrot ^a-av rsrayf/Avoi. 

Syriac, " Who were destined" or consti- 
tuted. Vulgate, " As mtmy as were fore- 
ordained (quotquot eran^ praeordin^ti) to 
^otornallifo believed." There hq^ b.eea 
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the word of the Lord : and " as 
many as were ordained i;o eternal 
life, believed. 

49 And the word of the Lord was 
published throughout all the region. 

50 But the .Tews stirred up the 
devout and honourable women, and 

o c.2.47. Rom,8.30. 

much difference of opinion in regard to 
this expression. One class of commenta- 
tors have supposed that it refers to the 
doctrine of election — to God's ordaining 
men to eternal life ; and another class, to 
their being disposed themselves to embrace 
the gospel — to those among them who 
did not reject and despise the gospel, but 
who were disposed and inclined to em- 
brace it. The main inquiry is, what is 
the meaning of the word rendered or- 
dained? The word is used but eight 
times in the New Testarment. Matt, xxviii. 
16, *' Into a mountain where Jesus had ap- 
iwinted them," i. e. previously appointed, 
or commanded them — before his death. 
Luke vii. 8, " For I also am a man set un- 
der authority ;" appointed, or designated, 
as a soldier, to be under the authority of 
another. Acts xv. 2, "They determined 
that Paul and Barnabas, &c. should go to 
Jerusalem." Acts xxii. 10, "It shall be 
told thee of all things which are appointed 
for thee to do." xxviii. 23, " And when 
they Aadf appointed him a day," &c. Rom. 
xiii. 1, "The powers that be, are ordained 
of God." 1 Cor. xvi. 15, " They have ad- 
dicted themselves to the mmistry of 
saints," The word Ti^o-o-aj or Tktto, pro- 
perly means to place ; to place in a certain 
rank or order. Its meaning is derived 
from arranging or disposing a body of 
soldiers in regular order j to arrange in 
military order. In the places which have 
been mentioned above, the word is used 
to denote the following things: (1.) To 
command y or to designate. Ma*t. xxviii. 
16. Acts xxii. 10,- xxviii. 23. (2.) To in- 
stitute, constitute, or appoint. Rom. xiii. 
1. Comp. 2 Sam. vii. 11. 1 Sam. xxii. 7. 
(3.) To determine, to take counsel, to re- 
solve. Acts XV. 2. (4.) To subject to the 
authority of another. Luke vii. 8. (5.) To 
addict to; to devote to. 1 Cor. xvi. 15. 
The meaning may be thus expressed: 
/I.) The word is never used lt> denote an 
internal disposition or inclimdion arising 
from one's oa^ti self. It dors not mean 
that they disposed themselve^s to embrace 
eternal life. (2.) It has unii()rmly the no- 
tion of an ordering, disposing, or arrang- 
ing from without, i. e. from some other 
source than the individual himself; as of 



the chief men of the city, and^ rais 
ed persecution against Paul ani 
Barnabas, and expelled them ou< 
of their coasts. 

51 But they shook ^ off the dias 
of their feet against them, and cam© 
unto Iconium. 

h 2Tim.3.11. c Mar,6.11. Lu.9.5. c.18.6. 



a soldier, who is arranged or classified 
according to the will of the proper officer 
In relation to these persons it means 
therefore, that they were disposed or in 
clined to this from some other source 
than themselves. (3.) It does not proper- 
ly refer to an eternal decree, or directly 
to the doctrine of election ; though thai 
may be inferred from it ; but it refers to 
their being then in fact disposed to em 
brace eternal life. They were then in 
clined hy an influence from without them 
selves, or so disposed as to embrace eter 
nal hfe. It refers not to an eternal 
decree, but that then there was such an 
influence as to dispose them, or incline 
them, to lay hold on salvation. That this 
was done by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, is clear from all parts of the New 
Testament. Titus iii. 5, 6. John i. 13. It 
was not a disposition or arrangement ori- 
ginating with themselves, but with God. 
(4.) This implies the doctrine of election. 
It was in fact that doctrine expressed. It 
was nothing but God's disposing them to 
embrace eternal life. And that he does 
this according to a plan in his own mind 
—a plan which is unchangeable as God 
himself is unchangeable— is clear from 
the Scriptures. Comp. Acts xviii. 10. Rom, 
viii. 28—30; ix. 15, 16. 21. 23. Eph. i. 4, 
5. 11. The meaning may be expressed 
in few words— who were then disposed, 
and in good earnest determined, to embrace 
eternal life, by the operation of the ^race of 
God on their hearts IT Eternal life. Sal 
vation. Note, John lii. 36. 

50. But the Jews stirred up. Excited 
opposition. ^ Honourable women. Note, 
Mark xv. 43. Women of influence, and 
connected with families of rank. Perhaps 
they w^ere proselytes, and were connected 
with the magistrates of the city. ^ And 
raised persecution Probably on the 
ground that they produced disorder and 
excitement. The aid of " chief merC has 
often been called in to oppose revivais of 
religion, and to put a period, if possiblo, 
to the spread of the gospel. II Out of their 
coasts. Out of the regions of their coun 
try; out of their province. 

51 But they shook off the dust, &c. See 
Note, Matt. x. 14 H And came into Ico 



Hosted by 



Google 



A. I). 45.] 



CHAPTER XIV 



205 



51 And the disciples were filled 
with joy, * and with the Holy 
Ghost. 

CHAPTER XIY. 
A ND it came to pass in Ico- 
-^^ nium, that they went both to- 
gether into the synagogue of the 
Fews, and so spake, that a great 
/4ultitude, both of the Jews and 
jist of the Greeks, believed. 

S But the unbelieving Jews stir- 
od \ip the Gentiles, and made 
heir minds evil-affected against 
he brethren. 

3 hon^ tim.e therefore abode 

aMatt.5.12. lThesa.1.6. 



hium. This was the capital of Lycaonia. 
[t is now called Cogni, or Konieh, and is 
the capital of Caramania. 

52. And the disciples. The disciples in 
Antioch. IT Were filled with joy. This 
happened even in the midst of persecu- 
tion, and is one of the many evidences 
that the gospel is able to fill the soul with 
joy even in the severest trials. 
CHAPTER XIV. 

1. In Iconium. Note, ch. xiii. 51. In 
this place it appears that Timothy be- 
came acquainted with Paul and his man- 
ner of hfe. 2 Tim. iii. 10, 11. "^ So 
spake. Spake with such power — their 
preaching was attended so much with 
the influence of the Spirit. IT And of 
the Greeks. Probably proselytes from the 
Greeks, who were in the habit of attend- 
ing the synagogue. 

2. But the unbelieving Jews, &c. Note, 
ch. xiii. 50. f And made their minds evil- 
affected. Irritated, or exasperated them. 
IT Against the brethren. One of the com- 
mon appellations by which Christians 
were known. 

3. Long time therefore. In this city 
they were not daunted by persecution. 
It seems probable that there were here 
no forcible or public measures to expel 
them, as there had been at Antioch (ch. 
xiii. 50), and they therefore regarded it 
as their duty to remain. God granted 
them here also great success, which was 
the main reason for their continuing a long 
time. Persecution and opposition may 
be attended often with signal success to 
the gospel. IT Spake boldly in the Lord. 
In the cause of the Lord Jesus ; or in his 
name and authority. Perhaps also the 
expression includes the idea of their 
trusting in the Lord, ^f Which gave testi- 
mony Bore witness to the truth of their 



they speaking boldly in the Lord, 
which * gave testimony unto the 
word of his grace, and granted 
signs and wonders to be done by 
their hands. 

4 But the multitude of the city 
was divided ; and '^ part held with 
the Jews,and part with the apostles. 

5 And ^hen there was an as- 
sault made, both of the Gentilea 
and also of the Jev/s, with their 
rulers, to use them despitefully, 
and to stone them, 

6 They were ware of it, and 
fled ^ unto Lystra, and Derbe, cities 

b Mark 16.20. Heb.2.4. c c.28.24. d Matt.10.23. 



message by working miracles, &c 
Corap. Mark xvi. 20. This was evidently 
the Lord Jesus to whom reference is here 
made, and it shows that he was still, 
though bodily absent from them, clothed 
with power, and still displayed that 
power in the advancement of his cause. 
The conversion of sinners accomplished 
by him is always a testimony as decided 
as it is cheering to the labours and mes- 
sages of his servants. IT U7hto the word 
of his grace. His gracious word, or mes- 
sage. IT And granted signs, &c. Mira- 
cles. See Note, Acts ii. 22. 

4. Was divided. Into parties. Greekr 
There was a schism, Ecrxi<r^n. IT A part 
held with the Jews. Held to the doctrines 
of the Jews, in opposition to the apostles. 
A revival of religion may produce ex 
citement by the bad passions of opposers 
The enemies of the truth may form par- 
ties, and organize opposition. It is no 
uncommon thing even now for such 
parties to be formed ; but the fault is not 
in Christianity. It lies with those who 
form a party against religion, and who 
confederate themselves, as was done 
here, to oppose it. 

5. An assault made. Greek, A rush, 
oef*h' It denotes an impetuous excite- 
ment, and aggression ; a rush to put 
them to death. It rather describes a po- 
pular tumult than a calm and deliberate 
purpose. There was a violent, tumultu- 
ous excitement. ^ Both of the Gentiles, 
&c. Of that part of them which was 
opposed to the ipostles. IT To use them 
despitefully. Note, Matt. v. 44. To 
reproach them; to bring contempt upon 
them ; to injure them. IF To stone them. 
To put them to death by stoning ; proba- 
bly as blasphemers. (\cts vii. 57 — 59. 

6. They were ware of it. Thev wore 
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of Lycaonia and unto the region 
that lieth round about ; 

7 And there they preached the 
g-ospel. 

8 And there sat a certain man at 
Lystra, impotent in his feet, being 
a « cripple from his mother's womb, 
who never had walked. 

9 The same heard Paul speak ; 
who steadfastly beholding him, 

oc.3.2, 

in some way informed of the excitement 
and ojf their danger, IT And jled unto 
Lystra This was a city of Lycaonia, 
and was a few miles south of Iconium. 
It is now called Latik. If And Derbe. 
Derbe was a short distance east of Lystra. 
H Cities of Lycaonia, Lycaonia was one 
of the provinces of Asia Minor. It had 
Galatia north, Pisidia south, Cappadocia 
east, and Phrygia west. It was formerly 
within the limits of Phrygia, but was 
erected into a separate province by Au- 
gustus. IT And unto the region, &c. The 
adjacent country. Though persecuted, 
they still preached ; and though driven 
from one city, they fled into another. 
This was the direction of the Saviour. 
Matt. X. 23. 

S.And there sat. There dw^elt.Matt. 
IX. 16. Acts xviii. 11. Margin, The 
word sat, however, indicates his usual 
posture ; his helpless condition. Such 
persons commonly sat at the way 
side, or in some public place to ask for 
alms. Mark x. 46. *il Impotent in his 
feet »,^jv«Tog. Without any power. 
Entirely deprived of the use of his feet. 
^ Being a cripple. Lame. IT Who never 
had walked. The miracle therefore 
v/ould be more remarkable, as, the man 
v*rould be well known, and there could 
be no plea that there was an imposition. 
As they were persecuted from place to 
place, and opposed in every manner, it 
was desirable that a signal miracle 
should be performed to carry forward 
and establish the work of the gospel 

9. Who steadfastly beholding him. Fix- 
ing his eyes intently on him. Note, 
Acts i. 10. IT And perceiving. How he 
perceived this is not said. Perhaps it 
was indicated by the ardour, humility, 
and strong desire depicted in his coun- 
tenance. He had heard Paul, and per- 
haps the apostle had dwelt particularly 
on the miracles with which the gospel 
had been attested. The miracles wrought 
also in Iconium had doubtless also been 
heard of in Lystra. ^ Had faith to be 



and perceiving that he nad faith 
to be healed, 

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand 
upright on thy feet. And he leap- 
ed *= and walked. 

11 And when the people saw 
what Paul had done, they lift up 
their voices, saying in the speech 
of Lycaonia, The '^ gods are come 
down to ns, in the likeness of men» 

h Matt.9.28,29. c Isa.35.36. d c.23.6. 



AeaM. Compare, Matt. ix. 21, 22. 28, 
29. Luke vii. 50 ; xvii. 19 ; xviii. 42. 

10. Said with a loud voice. Note 
John xi. 43. IF And ^e leaped. Note, 
Acts iii. 8, Comp. Isa. xxxv. 6 . 

11. They lift up their voices. They 
spoke with astonishment; such a« might 
be expected when it was supposed that 
the gods had come down. IT In the 
speech of Lycaonia. What this language 
was has much puzzled commentators. 
It was probably a mixture of the Greek and 
Syriac. In that region generally the Greek 
was usually spoken with more or less 
purity ; and from the fact that it was not 
far from the regions of Syria, it is pro- 
bable that the Greek language was cor- 
rupted with this foreign admixture. 
IT The gods, &c. All the region was 
idolatrous. The gods which were wor- 
shipped there were those which were 
worshipped throughout Greece. 11 Are 
come down. The miracle which Paul 
had wrought led them to suppose this. 
It was evidently beyond human ability, 
and they had no other way of accounting 
for it than by supposing that their gods 
had personally appeared, IF In the like- 
ness of men. Many of their gods were 
heroes, whom they worshipped after they 
were dead. It was conmion among, them 
to suppose that the gods appeared to men 
in human form. The poems of Homer, 
of Virgil, &c. are filled with accounts of 
such appearances, and the only way in 
which they supposed the gods to take 
knowledge of human aflfairs, and to aid 
men, was by their personally appearing 
in this form. See Homer's Odyssey, xvii 
485. Catullus, 64. 384 Ovid's Metamor- 
phosis, i. 212. {Kuinoel.) Thus Homei 
says : 

For in similitude of strangers oft 

The gods who can with ease all shapes as 

same, 
Repair to populous cities, where they mark 
Th' outrageous and the righteous deeds of 

men. Cowpkr. 

Among the Hindoos, the opinion has 
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12 And tjey called Barnabas, 
Jupitor ; and Paul, Mercurius, be- 
cause he was the chief speaker. 

13 Then the priest of Jupiter, 
which was before their city, brouorht 
oxen and garlands unto the gates, 
and " would have done sacrifice 
with the people. 

14 W7dch, when the apostles, 
Barnabas and Paul, heard o/, they 

a Dan.2.46. b Matt.26.65. c c.10.26. James 

B.17. Rev.19.10. 



been prevalent that there have been 
many incarnations of their gods. 

12. And they called Barnabas, Jupiier. 
Jupiter was represented as the most pow- 
erful of all the gods of the ancients. He 
»vas represented as the son of Saturn and 
Ops, and was educated in a cave on 
mount Ida, m the island of Crete. The 
worship of Jupiter was almost universal. 
He was the Ammon of Africa, the Belus 
of Babylon, the Osiris of Egypt. His 
common appellation was, the father of 
gods and men. He was usually repre- 
sented as sitting upon a golden or an 
jvory throne, holding in one hand a thun- 
derbolt, and in the other a sceptre of cy- 
press. His power was supposed to extend 
over other gods; and every thing was 
subservient to his will, except the fates. 
There is the most abundant proof that he 
was worshipped in the region of Lycao- 
nia, and throughout Asia Minor. There 
was besides a fable among the inhabit- 
ants of Lycaonia that Jupiter and Mer- 
cury had once visited that place, and had 
been received by Philemon. The whole 
fable is related by Ovid. Metam. 8. 613, 
&c. IT And Paul, Mercurius. Mercury, 
called by the Greeks Hermes, was a cele- 
brated god of antiquity. No less than five 
of this name are mentioned by Cicero. 
The most celebrated was the son of Ju- 
piter and Maia. He was the messenger 
of the gods, and of Jupiter in particular; 
he was the patron of travellers and shep- 
herds ; he conducted the souls of the dead 
into the infernal regions ; and he 2->re!iided 
over orators, and dedaimers, and mer- 
chants ; and he was also the god of 
thieves, pickpockets, and all dishonest 
persons. He was regarded as the god of 
eloquence; and as light, rapid, and quick 
m his movements. The conjecture of 
Chrysostom is, that Barnabas was a large, 
athletic man, and was hence taken for 
Jupiter; and that Paul was small in his 
person, and was henco supposed to be 
Mercury ^ Because he was the chief 



* rent their clothes, and ran in 
among the people, crying cut, 

15 And saying. Sirs, why do ye 
these things ? We '^ also are men 
of like passions with you, and 
preach unto you, that ye should 
turn from these vanities '^ unto * the 
living God, which made -^heaven 
and earth, and the sea, and ail 
things that are therein : 

d lSam.12.21. lKi.16.13. Jer.14.22. Jno.2.8. lCor.8.4 
e lThess.1.9. / Gen.1.1. Ps.33.6j 146.6. Rev.14.7. 



Speaker. The office of Mercury was to 
deliver the messages of the gods; and as 
. Paul only had been discoursing, he was 
supposed to be Mercury 

13. Then the priest of Jupiter. He 
whose office it was to conduct the wor- 
ship of Jupiter, by offering sacrifices, &c. 
IT Which was before their city. The word 
" which" here refers not to the priest, but 
to Jupiter, The temple or image of Ju- 
piter was in front of their city, or near the 
gates. Ancient cities were supposed to 
be under the protection of particular 
gods; and their image, or a temple for 
their worship, was placed commonly in a 
conspicuous place at the entrance of the 
city. IT Brought oxen. Probably brought 
two — one to be sacrificed to each. It was 
common to sacrifice bullocks to Jupiter. 
^ And garlands. The victims of sacrifice 
were usually decorated with ribands and 
chaplets of flowers. See Kuinoei. IF Unto 
the gates. The gates of the city where 
were the images or temple of the gods. 
IT Would have done sacrifice. Would have 
offered sacrifice to Barnabas and Paul. 
This the priest deemed a part of his 
office. And here we have a remarkable 
and most affecting instance of the folly 
and stupidity of idolatry. 

14. Which, when the apostles. Barnabas 
is called an apostle because he was seni 
forth by the church on a particular mes- 
sage (ch. xiii. 3. Comp. ch. xiv. 26); not 
because he had been chosen to the pecu- 
liar work of the apostleship — to bear wit- 
ness to the life and resurrection of Christ 
See Note, ch. i, 22. IT They rent their 
clothes. As an expression of their abhor- 
rence of what they were doing, and of 
their deep grief that they should thus de- 
base themselves by offering worship to 
men. See Note, Matt. xxvi. G5. 

15, And saying, Sirs. Greek, Men. 
IT Why do ye these things'? This is an 
expression of solemn remonstrance at the 
folly of their conduct in worshipping those 
who were men. The abhorrence which 
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16 Who 

ail nations 
ways. 

17 Nevertheless, 

<iPs.81.12. c.17.30. 



' in times past srfFered 
to walk in their own 



* he left not 
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himself without witness, in that he 
did good, and gave us rain '^ from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladnsss. 

c Job 5.10. Ps.147.8. Matt.5.45. 



they evinced at this, may throw strong 
light on the rank and character of the 
tXrd Jesus Christ. When an offer was 
made to worship Paul and Barnabas, they 
shrank from it with strong expressions of 
indignation and abhorrence. Yet when 
similar worship was offered to the Lord 
Jesus, when he was addressed by Thomas 
in the language of worship, "My Lord 
and my God" (John xx. 28), he commend- 
ed the disciple. For this act he uttered 
not the slightest reproof. Nay, he ap- 
proved it ; and expressed his approbation 
of others who should also do it. ver. 29. 
Comp. John v. 23. How can this differ- 
ence be accounted for, except on the sup- 
posuion ihat the Lord Jesus was divine? 
Would he, if a mere man, receive homage 
as God, when his disciples rejected it with 
horror? ^ Of like passions with you. We 
are men like yourselves. We have no 
claim, no pretensions to any thing more. 
The word " passions" here means simply 
that they had the common feelings and 
propensities of men; we have the nature 
of men ; the affections of men. It does 
not mean that they were subject to any 
improper passions, to ill temper, &c. as 
some have supposed; but that they did 
not pretend to be gods. * We need food 
and drink; we are exposed to pain and 
sickness, and death.' The Latin Vulgate 
renders it, *We are mortal like your- 
selves.' 'The expression stands opposed 
to the proper conception of God. who is 
not subject to these affections, who is 
most blessed and immortal. Such a Being 
only is to bo worshipped ; and the apos- 
tles remonstrated strongly with them on 
the folly of paying religious homage to 
beiEgs like themselves. Comp. James v. 
17, *'Elias [Elijah] was a man subject to 
like passions as we are," &c. fi That ye 
should turn from these vanities. That you 
should cease to worship idols. Idols are 
often called vanities, or vain things. 
Deut. xxxii. 21. 2 Kings xrii. 15. 1 Kings 
jcvi. 13, 26. Jer. ii. 5; viii 19; x. 8. Jonah 
ii. 8. They are called vanities, and often 
a lie, or lying vanities, as opposed to the 
living and true God, because they are 
unreal, because they have no power to 
help, because confidence in them is vain. 
IT Unfo the living God. 1 Thess. i. 9. Me 
is called the living God to distinguish him 
from idols. See Note, Matt. xvi. 16. 



IT Which made heaven, &c. Whe thtai 
showed that he was the only proper ob- 
ject of worship. This doctrine, that thers 
was owe God, who had made all things,, 
was new to them. They worsliipped 
multitudes of divinities ; and though they 
regarded Jupiter as the father of gods 
and men, yet they had no conceptl&n tha 
all things had been formed from nothing 
by the will of one Infinite Being. 

16. Who in times past. Previous to the 
gospel ; in past ages. ^ Suffered all na 
tions. Permitted all nations ; that is, all 
Gentiles. Acts xvii. 30, " And the times 
of this ignorance God winked at." IT To 
walk in their own ways. To conduct them- 
selves without the restraints and instruc- 
tions of a written law. They were per 
mitted to follow their own reason and 
passions, and their own system of religion. 
He gave them no written laws, and sen.l 
to them no messengers. Why\iQ did this 
we cannot determine. It migfit have been, 
among other reasons, to show to the world 
conclusively, (I.) The insufficiency oi rea- 
son to guide men in the matters of reh 
gipn. The experiment was made under 
the most favourable circumstances. The 
most enlightened nations, the Greeks and 
Romans, were left to pursue the inquiry, 
and failed no less than the most degraded 
tribes of men. The trial was made for 
four thousand years, and attended with 
the same results every where. (2.) It 
showed the need of revelation to guide 
man. (3.) It evinced, beyond the possi 
biiity of mistake, the depravity of man. 
In all nations, in all circumstances, men 
had shown the same alienation from God. 
By suffering them to walk in their own 
ways, it was seen that those ways were 
sin, and that some power more than 
human wasnecessary to bring men back 
to God. 

17. Nevertheless. Though he gave them 
no revelation. If He left not himself with- 
out witness. He gave demonstration of 
his existence, and of his moral character. 
IT In that he did ^ood. By doing good. 
The manner in which he did it, he imme- 
diately specifies. Idols did not do good 
or confer favours, and werc^ therefore un- 
worthy of their confidence. IT And gave 
us rain from heaven. Rain from above 
from the clouds. Mark viii. 1 1. Luke ix 
54: xvii. 29; xxi. 11 John vi. 31, 32 
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18 And with these sayings 
scurce restrained they the people, 
that they had not done sacrifice 
unto them. 

19 And there came thither cer- 



Rain is one of the evidences of his good- 
ness Man could not cause it ; and with- 
out it, regulated at proper intervals of 
time, and in proper quantities, the earth 
would soon be one wide scene of desola- 
tion. There is scarcely any thing that 
more certainly indicates unceasing care 
and wisdom than the needful and refresh- 
ing showers of rain. The sun and stars 
move by fixed laws, whose operation we 
29n see and anticipate. The falling of 
rain and dew is regulated by laws which 
we cannot trace, and seems therefore to 
DO poured, as it were, directly from God's 
hollow hand. Ps. exlvii. 8, " Who cover- 
elh the heaven with clouds ; who prepar- 
eth rain for the earth." 

' He sends his show'rs of blessings down, 

To cheer the plains below ; 
He makes the grass the mountains crown, 

And corn in valleys grow. 
"The cheering wind, the flying cloud, 

Obey his mighty word ; 
With songs and honours sounding loud, 

Praise ye the sovereign Lord."— Watts. 

II And fruitful seasons. Seasons when 
the earth produces abundance. It is re- 
markable, and a shining proof of the di- 
vine goodness, that so few seasons are 
unfruitful. The earth yields her increase ; 
and the labours of the husbandman are 
crowned with success : and the goodness 
of God demands the expressions of praise. 
His ancient covenant God does not forget 
(Gen. viii. 22), though 7nan forgets it, and 
disregards his great Benefactor. IT Filling 
our hearts with food. The word hearts is 
here used as a Hebraism, to denote per- 
sons themselves; filling us with food, &c. 
Comp. Matt. xii. 40. IT Gladness. Joy ; 
comfort — the comfort arising from tlie 
supply of our constantly returning wants. 
This IS proof of ever watchful goodness, 
[t is demonstration at once that there is a 
God, and that he is good. It would be 
easy for God to withdraw these blessings, 
and leave us to want. A single word, or 
a single deviation from the fulness of be- 
nevolence, would blast ail these comforts, 
and leave us to lamentation, wo, and 
death. Ps. cxlv. 15, 16. 

' The eyes of all wait upon thee, 

And thou givest them their food in due eea- 

Thon openest thine hand, [son. 

And satisfies^ the desire of ail th^ Uving." 
s2 



tain Jews from Antioch and Tconi* 
urn, who persuaded the people, and 
having « stoned Paul, drew him out 
of the city, supposing he had been 
dead. 

a2Cor.ll.25. 



18. And with these sayings. With these 
arguments. IT Scarce restrained they the 
people. They were so fully satisfied that 
the gods had appeared, and were so full 
of zeal to do them honour. 

19. And there came thither certain Jews. 
Not satisfied with having expelled them 
from Antioch and Iconium, they still pur- 
sued them. — Persecutors often exhibit a 
zeal and perseverance in a bad cause, 
which it would be well if Christians 
evinced in a holy cause. Men will often 
travel farther to do evil than they will to 
do good ; and many men show more zeal 
in opposing the gospel than professed 
Christians do in advancing it. % Antioch 
and Iconium. Note, ch. xiii. 14. 51. IT Who 
persuaded the people. That they were 
impostors; and who excited their rage 
against them. H" And having stoned Paid. 
Whom they were just before ready to 
worship as a god! What a striking in 
stance of the fickleness and instability of 
idolaters I and what a striking instance 
of the instability and uselessness of mere 
popularity. Just before, they were reac^y 
to adore him; now, they sought to put 
him to death. Nothing is more fickle than 
mere popular favour. The unbounded 
admiration of a man may soon be chang- 
ed into unbounded indignation and con 
tempt ! It was well for Paul that he was 
not seeking this popularity, and that he 
did not depend on it for happiness. He 
had a good conscience ; he was engaged 
in a good cause ; he was under the pro- 
tection of God ; and his happiness was to 
be sought from a higher source than the 
applause of men, fluctuating and uncer- 
tain as the waves of the sea. To this 
transaction Paul referred when he enu- 
merated his trials, in 2 Cor. xi. 25, "Once 
was I stoned." ^ Drew him out of the 
city. Probably in haste, and in popular 
rage, as if he was unfit to be in the city, 
and was unworthy of a decent burial; 
for it does not appear that they contem- 
plated an interment, but indignantly drag- 
ged him beyond the walls of the city to 
leave him there. Such suflTerings and 
trials it cost to establish that religion in 

1 the world which has shed so many bless- 
! ings on man, and which now crowns ua 
1 with comfort, and saves us from the abo 
I minations and degradations of idolatry 
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20 Howbeit, as the disciples 
stood round about him. he rose up, 
and came intG> the city : and the 
next day he departed with Barna- 
bas to Derbe. 

21 And when they had preached 



here, and from the pains of hell, hereafter. 
II Supposing he had been dead. The next 
verse shows that he was really not dead, 
though many commentators, as well as the 
Jews, have supposed that he was, and 
was miraculously restored to life. It is 
remarkable that Barnabas was not expos- 
ed to this popular fury. But it is to be 
remembered that Paul was the chief 
speaker, and it was his peculiar zeal that 
exposed him to this tumult, 

20. Howbeit But. Notwithstanding 
the supposition that he was dead. IF As 
the disciples stood round about him. It 
would seem that they did not suppose that 
he was dead ,• but might be expecting that 
he would revive. IF He rose up, &c. Most 
commentators have supposed that this 
was the effect of a miracle. They have 
mamtamed that he could not have risen 
so soon, and entered into the city, without 
the interposition of miraculous power. 
(Calvin, Doddridge, Clark, &c.) But the 
commentators have asserted t,hat which 
is not intimated bj^ the sacred penman. 
Nor is there propriety in supposing the 
intervention of miraculous agency where 
it is not necessary. The probability is, 
that he was stunned by a blow — perhaps 
a single blow-^and after a short time re- 
covered from it. Nothing is more com- 
mon than thus by a violent blow on the 
head to be rendered apparently lifeless, 
the effect of which soon is over, and the 
person restored to strength. Pri casus and 
Wetstein suppose that Paul feigned him- 
self to be dead, and when out of danger 
rose and returned to the city. But this 
is wholly improbable. ^ And came into 
the city. It is remarkable that he should 
have returned again into the same city. 
But probably it was only among the new 
converts that he showed himself The' 
Jews supposed that he was dead ; and it 
does not appear that he again exposed 
himself to their rage. IF And the next day, 
&,c. The opposition here was such that 
it was vain to attempt to preach there any 
longer. Having been seen by the disci- 
pies after his supposed death, their faith 
was confirmed, and he departed to preach 
m another place. IF T'o Derbe. ver. 6. 

21. Had taught many. Or rathe.*, had 
oade many disciples (margin), f To 



the gospel to that city, and 'had 
taught many, they returned agaii. 
to Lystra, and to Iconium, and An- 
tioch, 

23 Confirming the souls of the 
disciples, and exhorting them to 

1 Had made many disciples. 



Lystra. ver. 6. % And to Iconium. ver. 1. 
We have here a remarkable instance of 
the courage of the apostles. In these very 
places they had been persecuted and 
stoned, and yet in the face of danger they 
ventured to return. The welfare of the 
infant churches they deemed of more 
consequence than their own safety ; and 
they threw themselves again into the 
midst of danger, to comfort and strengthen 
those JEst converted to God. There are 
times when ministers should not count 
their own lives dear to them (Acts xx. 
24), but wnen they should fearlessly throw 
themselves into the midst of danger, con- 
fiding only in the protecting care of their 
God and Saviour. 

22. Confirming. Strengthening. 'Ewjo-- 
tji(d/^ovt£j. The expression " to confirm" 
has in some churches a technical signifi- 
cation, denoting " to admit to the fuU pri- 
vileges of a Christian, by the imposition 
of hands." (Johnson.) It is scarcely ne- 
cessary to say that the word here refers 
to no such rite. It has no reference to 
any imposition of hands, nor to the thing 
which is usually supposed to be denoted 
by the rite of " confirmation." It means 
simply, that they established, strengthened, 
made firm, or encouraged by the presen- 
tation of truth, and by the motives of the 
gospel. Whether the rite of confirma- 
tion, as practised by some churches, be 
founded on the authority of the New 
Testament or not, it is certain that it can 
receive no support from this passage. 
The truth was, that these were young 
converts ; that they were surrounded by 
enemies, exposed to temptations, and to 
dangers ; that they had as yet but a 
slight acquaintance with the truttis of 
the gospel, and that it was therefore im- 
portant that they should be further in- 
structed in the truth, and established in 
the faith of the gospel. This was what 
Paul and Barnabas returned to accom 
plish. There is noi the slightest evi- 
dence that they had not been admitted to 
the full privileges of the church before, 
or that any ceremony was now performed 
in confirming or strengthening them. 
IT The sQuls. The minds, the hearts ; or 
the disciples themselves, li Disciples 
They were as yet scholars, or learners 
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and the apostles leturned to instruct them 
further in the doctrines of Christ. IF And 
exhorting them. (fee. ch. xiii. 43. f In the 
faith. In the "^eHef of the gospel. 
% And that we musu ^kj 'on SeT. That it 
is fit or proper that we should, &c. Not 
that it is in itself fixed hy any fatal ne- 
cessity; but that such is the nature of 
religion, and such the wickedness and 
opposition of the world, that it will hap- 
pen. We are not to expect that it will be 
otherwise. We are to calculate on it 
when we become Christians. Why it is 

6 roper, or fit, the aposvle did not state, 
ut we may remark that it is proper, (1.) 
Because such is the opposition of the 
world to pure religion, that it cannot be 
avoided. Of this they had had striking 
demonstration in Lystra and Iconium. 
%) It is necessary to reclaim us from 
wandering, and to keep us in the path of 
duty. Ps. cxix. 67. 71. (3.) It is neces- 
sary to wean us from the world , to keep 
before one's mind the great truth, that 
we have here " no continuing city, and 
no abiding place." Trial here, makes us 
pant for a world of rest The opposition of 
sinners makes us desire that world where 
"the wicked shall cease from trou- 
bling," and where there shall be eternal 
friendship and peace. (4.) When we are 
nersecuted and afflicted, we may remem- 
ber that it has been the lot of Christians 
from the beginning. We tread a path 
that has been watered by the tears of the 
saints, and rendered sacred by the shed- 
ding of the best blood on the earth. The 
Saviour trod that path; and it is enough 
that the "disciple be as his master, and 
the servant as his lord." Matt. x. 24, 25. 
f Through much tribulation. Through 
many afflictions. IT Enter into the king- 
dom of God. Be saved. Enter into hea- 
ven. Note, Matt. iii. 2. 

S3. And when they had ordained. Xs^go, 
rov>)j-«vTf<;. The word ordain v/e now 
use in an ecclesiastical sense, to denote a 
setting apart to an office by the imposi- 
tion of hands. But it is evident that the 
word here is not employed in that sense. 
That imposition of hands might have oc- 
curred in setting apart afterwards to this 
office is certainly possible, but it is not im- 
plic?d ia the wo'/d employed here, and did 
not iako place in the transaction to which 
this word refers, l^he word occurs but I 



them elders in every church, and 
had prayed with fasting, they com- 
mended them to ths Lord, on whom 
they believed. 



in one other place in the New Testament, 
2 Cor. viii 19, where it is applied to 
Luke, and translated, " who was also 
chosen of the church (i. e. appointed oy 
elected by suffrage by the church- 
es), to travel with us " &c. The verb 
properly denotes to stretch out the hand ; 
and as it was customary to elect to office, 
or to vote, by stretching out or elevating 
the hand, so the word simply means to 
elect, appoint, or designate to any office. 
The word here refers simply to an elec- 
tion or appointment of the elders. It is 
said indeed that Paul and Barnabas did 
this. But probably all that is meant by it 
is, that they presided in the assembly 
when the choice was made. It does not 
mean that they appointed them without 
consulting the church; but it evidently 
means th.it they appointed them in the 
usual way of appointing officers, by the 
suffrages of the people. See Schleusner, 
and the notes of Doddridge and Calvin. 
IF Ordained them. Appointed for the dis- 
ciples, or for the church. It is not meant 
that the elders were ordained for the 
apostles. ^Elders. Greek, Presbyters 
Literally this word refers to the aged. 
Note, ch. xi. 30. But it may also be a 
word relating to office, denoting those 
who were more experienced than others, 
to preside over and to instruct the rest. 
What was the nature of this office, and 
what was the design of the appointment, 
is not intimated in this word. All that 
seems to be implied is, that they were to 
take the charge of the churches during 
the absence of the apostles. The apostles 
were about to leave them. They were 
just organized into churches ; were in- 
experienced; needed counsel and di- 
rection ; were exposed to dangers ; and 
it was necessary, therefore, that persons 
should be designated to watch over the 
spiritual interests of the brethren. The 
probability is, that they performed all the 
functions that were required in the in* 
fant and feeble churches; in exhorting, 
instructing,, governing, &c. The more 
experienced and able would be most 
likely to be active in exhorting and in- 
structing the brethren ; and all would 
be useful in counselling and guiding the 
flock. The same thing occurred in 
the church at Ephesus. See Notes on 
Acts XX. 17 -28. It is not improbable 
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24 'And after they had passed 
throughout Pisidia, they carae to 
Pamphylia. 

25 And when they had preached 
tlie word in Perga, they went down 
into Attalia: 

26 And thence sailed to Antioch, 



Ihat the business of instructing, or teach- 
ing, would be gradually confined to the 
more talented and able of the elders, 
and that the others would be concerned 
mainly in governing and directing the 
general affairs of the church. IT In every 
church. It is implied here that there were 
elders in each church ; that is, that in 
each church there was more than one. 
See ch. XV. 21, where a similar phraseolo- 
gy occurs, and where it is evident that 
there was more than one reader of the 
law of Moses in each city. Titus i. 5, 
" I left thee in Crete, that thou shouldst 
. . . . ordain elders in every city" Acts xx, 
17 " And from Miletus he sent to Ephe- 
sus. and called the elders of the church" 
ft could not mean, therefore, that they 
appointed a single minister or pastor to 
eoch church, but they committed the 
v/hole affairs of the church to a bench of 
elders. TT And had prayed with fasting. 
With the church. They were about to 
leave them. They had intrusted the in- 
terests of the church to a body of men 
chosen for this purpose ; and they now 
commended the church and its elders to- 
gether to God. Probably they had no 
prospect of seeing them again ; and they 
parted as ministers and' people should 
part, and as Christian friends should part, 
with humble prayer, commending them- 
selves to the protecting care of God. 
IT They commended them, &c. They 
committed the infant church to the guar- 
dianship of the Lord. They were fee- 
ble, inexperienced, and exposed to dan- 
gers ; but in his hands they were safe. 
H To the Lord,&c. The Lord Jesus. The 
connexion shows that he is particularly 
referred to. In his hands, the redeemed 
are secure. When we part with Chris- 
tian friends, we may, with confidence, 
leave them in his holy care^nd keeping. 

24 Throughout Pisidia. Note ch. xiii. 
14. 1i They came to Pamphylia. Note, 
ch. xiii. 13. These places they haa visit- 
ed before. 

25. In Perga. Note, ch. xiii. 13. 
^ They went down into Attalia. This 
was a city of Pamphylia, situated on the 
sea-shore. It was built by Attains Phila- j 
delphus, .king of Pergamus who gave it 1 



" from whence they had been re* 
commended to * the grace of God 
for the work which they fulfilled. 
37 And when they were come, 
and had gathered the church toge- 
ther they rehearsed ^ all that God 
had done with them, and how he 



b c. 15.40. 
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his own name. It is now called Antali. 
(Rob. Cal) 

26. Ajid th ence sailed to An tioch. N oto, 
ch. xi. 19. *ir From whence they had been 
recommended, &c. Where they had been 
appointed to this missionary tour by the 
church, ch. xiii. 1 — 4. ^ 2'o the grace oj 
God. His favour and protection had 
been implored for them in their perilous 
undertaking. "^ For the work which they 
fulfilled. This shows conclusively, (L) 
That they had accomplished fully the 
work which was originally contem- 
plated. It was strictly a missionary 
tour among the Gentiles'. It was an im- 
portant and hazardous enterprise; ana 
was the first in which the church for 
mally engaged. Hence so much import- 
ance is attached to it, and so faithful a 
record of it is preserved. (2.) It shows 
that the act by which they were set 
apart to this (Act^ xiii. 1 — 3) was not an 
ordination to the ministerial office. It 
was an appointment to a missionary tour. 
(3.) It shows that the act was not an ap- 
pointment to the apostleship. Paul was an 
apostle before by the express appointment 
of the Saviour ; and Barnabas was never 
an apostle in the original and proper sense 
of the term. It was a designation to a tem- 
porary work, which was now fulfilled. 

We may remark, also, in regard to 
this missionary tour (1.) That the work 
of missions is one which early engag- 
ed the attention of Christians. (2.) It 
entered into their pla?is, and was one in 
which the church was deeply interested. 
(3.) The work of missions is attended with 
danger. Men are now no less hostile to 
the gospel than they were in Lystra and 
Iconium. (4.) Missionaries should be sus- 
tained by the prayers of the church. And, 
^5.) In th"e conduct of Paul and Barnabas, 
missionaries have an example in foundin? 
churches, and in regard to their own tit 
als and persecutions. If Paul and Barna 
bas were persecuted, missionaries may be 
now. And if the grace of Christ was suf- 
ficient to sustain them, it is not the lesg 
sufficient to sustain those of our own 
times amidst all the dangers attending 
the preaching of the cross hi pagan lands. 
27. They rehearsed, &c ch. xi. 4 Thei 
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the Gentiles. 

28 And there they abode long- 
time with the disciples. 
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rekted what had happened ; their dasn- 
gers and their success. This they did 
because they had been sent out by the 
church, and it was proper that they 
should give an account o£ their work ; 
and because it furnished a suitable occa- 
sion of gratitude to God for his mercy. 
IT All that God had done, &c» In protect- 
ing, guarding them, &c. All was traced 
to God. IT Had opened the door of faith. 
Had furnished an opportunity of preach- 
ing the gospel to the Gentiles. 1 Cor. xvi. 
9. 2Gor.ii. 12. 

28. And there they abode. At Antioch. 
U Long time. How long is not intimated ; 
but we hear no more of them until the 
council at Jerusalem, mentioned in the 
next cliapter. If the transactions record- 
ed in this chapter occurred, as is sup- 
posed, about A. D. 45 or 46, and the coun- 
cil at Jerusalem assembled A. D. 51 or 53, 
as is supposed, then here is an interval of 
from five to eight years in which we have 
no account of them. Where they were, 
or what was their employment in this 
interval, the sacred historian has not in- 
formed us. It is certain, however, that 
Paul made several journeys of which we 
have no particular record in the New 
Testament; and it is possible that some 
of those journeys occurred during this 
interval. Thus he preached the gospel 
as far as lUyricum. Rom. xv.l9. And in 
2 Cor, xi. 23 — 27, there is an account of 
trials and persecutions, of many of which 
we have no distinct record, and which 
might have occurred during this interval. 
We may be certain that these holy men 
were not idle. And we may learn from 
their example to fill up our time with use- 
fulness ; to bear all persecutions and trials 
without a murmur; and to acknowledge 
the good hand of G(5d in our preservation 
in our travels ; in our defence when we 
are persecuted; in all the opportunities 
which may be open before us to do good ; 
and in all'the success which may attend 
our efforts. Christians should remember 
that it is God who opens doors of useful- 
ness ; and they should regard it as a mat- 
ter of thanksgiving that such doors are 
opened, and that they are permitted to 
spread the gospel, whatever toil it may 
cost, whatever persecution they may 
endure, whatever perils they may en- 
counter. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
1. And certain men. These were men 
undoubtedly who had been Jews, bu 
who were how converted to Christianity. 
The fact that they were willing to refer 
the matter in dispute to the apostles and 
elders (ver. 2), shows that they had pro- 
fessedly embraced the Christian religion. 
The account which follows is a record of 
the first internal dissension which occur 
red in the Christian church. Hitherto 
they had been struggling against external 
foes. Violent persecutions had raged, and 
had fully occupied the attention of Chris- 
tians. But now the churches were al 
peace. They enjoyed great external pros- 
perity in Antioch. And the great ene- 
my of souls took occasion then, as ho 
has often done in similar circumstances 
since, to excite contentions in^ tne 
church itself; so that when external vio- 
lence could not destroy it, an effort was 
made to secure the same object by inter- 
nal dissension and strife. The history, 
therefore, is particularly important, as it 
is the record of the first unhappy debate 
which arose in the bosom of the church. 
It is further important, as it shows the 
manner in which such controversies were 
settled in apostolic times ; and as it estab- 
lished some very important principles re- 
specting the perpetuity of the religious 
rites of the Jews. IT Came down from 
Judea. To Antioch, and to the regions 
adjacent which had been visited by the 
apostles, ver. 23. Judea was a high and 
hilly region, and going from that to ward 
the level countries adjacent to the sea, 
was represented to be descending or going 
down. IT Taught the brethren. That is, 
Christians. They endeavoured to co?i- 
vince them of the necessity of keeping the 
laws of Moses. ^ Except ye he circum- 
cised. This was the leading or principal 
rite of the Jewish religion. It was indis- 
pensable to the name and privileges of a 
Jew Proselytes to their religion were 
circumcised as well as native-born Jews, 
and they held it to be indispensable to 
salvation.r-It is evident from this, ihat 
Paul and Barnabas had dispensed v^ith 
this rite in regard to the Gentile converts, 
and that they intended to found the Chris- 
tian church on the principle that the 
Jewish ceremonies were to cease. When 
however, it was necessary to conciliate 
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circumcised after " the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be saved. 

2 When therefore Paul and Bar- 
nabas had no small dissension and 
disputation with them, they deter- 
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mined that * Paul and Barnabas., 
and certain other of them, should 
go up to Jerusalem, unto the apos- 
tles and elders, about th's ques- 
tion. 



the minds of the Jews and to prevent con- 
tention, Paul did not hesitate to practise 
circumcision, ch. xvi. 3. IT After the man- 
ner of Moses. According to the custom 
which Moses commanded ; according to 
the Mosaic ritual. IT Ye cannot be saved. 
The Jews regarded this as indispensable 
to salvation. The grounds on which they 
would press it on the attention of Gentile 
converts would be very plausible, and 
such as would produce much embarrass^ 
ment. For, (1.) It would be maintained 
that the laws of Moses were the laws of 
God, and were therefore unchangeable ,• 
and, (2.) It would doubtless be maintained 
that the religion of the Messiah was only 
a completing and perfecting of the Jew- 
ish religion ; — that it was designed sim- 
ply to carry out its principles according to 
the promises, and not to subvert and de- 
stroy any thing that had been established 
bv divine authority. — It is usually not dif- 
ficult to perplex and embarrass young 
converts with questions of modes, and 
rites, and for^ns of religion ; and it is not 
uncommon that a revival is followed by 
some contention just like this. Opposing 
sects urge the claims of their peculiar 
rites, and seek to make proselytes, and in- 
troauce contention and strife into an 
otherwise peaceful and happy Christian 
community. 

2. Had no small dissension and dispu- 
tation. The word rendered dissension 
{(TT^crii) denotes sometimes sedition or in- 
testine war, and sometimes earnest and 
violent disputation or controversy. Acts 
xxiii. 7. 10. In this place it clearly de- 
notes that there was earnest and warm 
discussion; but it is not implied that 
there was any improper heat or temper 
on the part of Paul and Barnabas. Im- 
portant principles were to be settled in 
regard to the organization of the church. 
Doctrines were advanced by the Judaiz- 
ing teachers which were false, and which 
tended to great strife and disorder in the 
church. Those doctrines were urged 
Wi ih great zeal, were declared to be es- 
sential to salvation, and would therefore 
tend greatly to distract the minds of 
Christians, and to produce great anxiety. 
It became therefore necessary to meet 
them wilh a determined purpose, and to 
"staDlish the truth on an immoveable 



basis. — And the case shows that it is right 
to " contend earnestly for the faith" (Jude 
3) ; and when similar cases occur it is 
proper to resist the approach of error with 
all the arguments which may be at our 
command, and with all the weapons 
which truth can furnish. It is further 
implied here, that it is the duty of the 
ministers of the gospel to defend the truth 
and to oppose error. Paul and Barnabas 
regarded themselves as set for this pur- 
pose (comp. Phil. i. 17, "Knowing that 
I am set for the defence of the gospel"); 
and Christian ministers should be quali- 
fied to defend the truth,; and should be 
willing with a proper spirit and with great 
earnestness to maintain the doctrines re- 
vealed. *[r They determined. There was 
no prospect that the controversy would 
be settled by contention and argument. 
It would seeln, from this statement, that 
those who came down from Judea were 
also willing that the whole matter shoula 
be referred to the apostles at Jerusalem, 
The reason for this may have been, (1.) 
That Jerusalem would "be regarded by 
them as the source of authority in the 
Christian church, as it had been among 
the Jews. (2.) Most of the apostles and 
the most experienced Christians were 
there. They had listened to the instruc- 
tions of Christ himself; had been long in 
the church; and were supposed to be 
better acquainted with its design and its 
laws. (3.) Those who came from Judea 
would not be hkely to acknowledge the 
authority of Paul as an apostle : the au- 
thority of those at Jerusalem they would 
recognise. (4.) They might have had a 
very confident expectation that the de- 
cision there would be in their favour. The 
question had not been agitated there. 
They had all been Jews. And it is cer- 
tain that they continued as yet to attend 
in the temple service, and to conform to 
the Jewish customs. They might have 
expected therefore, with great confidence, 
that the decision would be in their favour, 
and they were willing to refer it to those 
at Jerusalem. IT Certain other of them 
Of the brethren ; probably of each party 
They 3 id not go to debate ; or to giv* 
their opinion ; or to vo*e in the case them 
selves ; but to lay the question fairly be 
fore the ajaostles and elders. IT IJnlG thi 
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3 And being ^ brought on their 
way by the church, they passed 
through Phenice and Samaria, de- 
claring the conversion^ of the Gen- 
tiles: and they caused great joy'' 
unto all the brethren. 

4 And when they were come to 
Jerusalem, they were received of 
the church, and of the apostles and 

aRom.lS 24. lCor.16.6,11.3 Jno.6. Z> c. 14.27. 

e Luke 15.7,10. 



apostles. The authority of the apostles in 
Buch a case would be acknowledged by all. 
They had been immediately instructed by 
the Saviour, and had the promise of infal- 
lible guidance in the organization of the 
church. Notes, Matt. xvi. 19; xviii. 18. 
IT Ajid elders. Note, ch. xi. 30. Gr. Presby- 
ters. See Note, ch. xiv. 23. Who these 
were, or what was their office and authori- 
ty, it is not easy now to determine. It 
may refer to the aged men in the church 
at Jerusalem, or to those who were ap- 
pointed to rule and to preach in connexion 
with the apostles. As in the synagogue 
it was customary to determine questions 
by the advice of a bench of elders, there 
'S no improbability in the supposition 
that the apostles would imitate thatcus-' 
torn, and appoint a similar arrangement 
in the Christian church. {Grotius.) It is 
generally agreed that this is the journey 
,o which Paul refers in Gal. ii. 1 — 10. If 
so, it happened iburteen years after his 
conversion. Gal. ii. 1. It was done in ac- 
cordance with the divine command, " by 
revelation." Gal. ii. 2. And among those 
who went with him was Titus, who was 
afterwards so much distinguished as his 
companion. Gal. ii. 3. IT About this ques- 
tion The question whether the ceremo- 
nial laws of Moses were binding on Chris- 
tian converts. In regard to the nature 
and design of this council at Jerusalem, 
see Note on ver. 30, 31. 

3. And being brought on their way by 
the church. Being attended and conduct- 
ed by the Christian brethren. See Note, 
Rom. XV 24. It was customary for the 
Christians to attend the apostles in their 
travels. Comp. 1 Cor, xvi. 6.11. 3 John 6. 
^Through Phenice. Note, ch. xi. 19. %And 
Samaria. These places were directly on 
their route to Jerusalem. IT Declaring the 
conversion, &c. Of the Gentiles in Anti- 
och, and in the regions in Asia Minor 
through which they had travelled. These 
remarkable events they would naturally 
communicate with joy to the Christians 
with whom they would have intercourse 



elders; and tl ey '^ declared aL 
things that Gt d had done with 
them. 

5 But 1 there rose up certain of 
the sect of the Pharisees which be- 
lieved, saying,^ That it was need- 
ful to circumcise them, and to com- 
mand them to keep the law of Mo- 



ri c.21.19. 

e ver.l. 



1 or, rose up, said thev, certain. 



in their journey. ^ Caused great joy. At 
the news of the extensive spread of the 
gospel. It was an indication of their deep 
feeling in the interests of religion, that 
they thus rejoiced. Where Christians are 
themselves awake, and engaged in the 
service of Christ, they rejoice at the news 
of the conversion of sinners. Where they^ 
are cold, they hear such news with indif- 
ference, or with the utmost unconcern. 
One way of testing our feelings on the 
subject ol religion is, by the emotions 
which we have when we hear of exten- 
sive and glorious revivals of religion, 
Comp. Note, Acts viii. 8. 

4. They were received of tlie church. By 
the church, in a hospitable and friendly 
manner. They were acknowledged ag 
Christian brethren, and received with 
Christian kindness. See Gal. ii. 9. IF And 
they declared, Paul and Barnabas, and 
those with them; That is, they stated the 
case ; the remarkable conversion of the 
Gentiles, the evidence of their piety, and 
the origin of the present dispute. 

5. But there rose xip, &c. It has been 
doubted whether these are the w^ords of 
Paul and Barnabas, relating what occur- 
red at Antioch ; or whether they are the 
words of Luke, recording what took place 
at Jerusalem. The correct exposition is 
probably that which refers it to the latter 
For, (1.) This seems to be the most obvi 
ous interpretation. (2.) The use of the 
words "rose up" implies that. Those 
who disturbed the church at Antioch are 
said to have come down from Judea (ver 
1) ; and if this place referred to that oc- 
currence, the same words would have 
been retained. (3.) The particular spe- 
cification here of •' the sect of the Phari- 
sees," looks as if this was an occurrence 
taking place at Jerusalem. No such spe- 
cification exists respecting those who 
came down to Antioch; but it would 
seem here, as if th/s party in Jerusalem 
resolved still to abide by th'3 law, and tc 
impose those rites on the Christian con- 
verts. However, this interpretation \a 
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6 And ihe apostles and elders 
came togetker, " for to consider of 
this matter. 

7 And when there had heen 
much disputing, Peter rose up and 
said unto them, Men and brethren, 
ye know * how that a good while 
ago God made choice among us, 
that the Gentiles by my mouth 
should hear the word of the gospel, 
and believe. 



a MaU.18.20. 



b Matt. 16. 18, 19. c. 10.20. 
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8 And God, which '^ knowcth the 
hearts, bare them witness, giving 
them the Holy Ghost, even as ht 
did unto us ; 

9 And put no difference betweer^ 
us and them, purifying ^ their heart? 
by faith. 

10 Now therefore why tempt y€ 
God, to put a yoke * upon the neck 
of the disciples, which neither oui 
fathers nor we were able to bear? 

cc.1.24. dHeb.9.13,14. lFet.1.22. eGal.5.l. 



by no means certain. IT Which believed. 
Who maintained, or taught. *tr That it 
was needful, &c. Note, ver. 1. 

6. And the apostles and elders, &c. They 
came together in accordance with the au- 
thority in Matt, xviii. 19, 20. It would 
Beem, also, that the whole church was 
convened on this occasion ; and that they 
concurred, at least, in the judgment ex- 
pressed in this case. See ver. 12. 22, 23. 
1[ For to consider this matter. Not to decide 
it arbitrarily, or even by authority, with- 
out deliberation; but to compare their 
views, and to express the result of the 
whole to the church at Antioch. It was 
a grave and difficult question, deeply af- 
fecting the entire constitution of the Chris- 
tian church, and they therefore solemnly 
engaged in deliberation on the subject. 

7. Much disputing. Or rather, much 
inquiry, or deliberatimi. With our word 
disputing we commonly connect the idea 
of heaband anger. This is not necessa- 
rily implied in the word used here. It 
might have been calm, solemn, deliberate 
inquiry ; and there is no evidence that it 
was conducted with undue warmth or 
anger. IT Peter rose up and said. Peter 
was probably the most aged, and was 
most accustomed to speak, ch. ii. 14, &c. 
iii. 6. 12. Besides, there was a particular 
reason lor his speaking here, as he had 
been engaged in similar scenes, and un- 
derstood the case, and had had evidence 
that God had converted sinners wiihouf 
the Mosaic rites, and knew that it would 
have been inexpedient to have imposed 
these rites on those who had thus been 
converted. IT A good while ago. See ch. 
X. Some time since. So long since that 
there had been opportunity to ascertain 
whether it was necessary to observe the 
laws of Moses in order to the edification 
of the church. IF God made choice, &c. 
That is, of all the apostles, he designated 
me to engage in this work. Comp. Note, 
Matt. xvi. 18, with Acts x IT That the 
Gentiles. Cornelius, and those who were 



assembled with him at Csesarea. Thib 
was the first case that had occurred, and 
therefore it was important to appeal to it 

8. Ajid God, which knowefh the hearts 
ch. i. 24. God thus knew whether they 
were true converts or not, and gave a de 
monstration that he acknowledged then 
as his. IT Giving them the Holy Ghost, &c 
ch. x, 45, 46. 

9. And put no difference, &c. Though 
they had not been circumcised, ant) 
though they did not conform to the lavv 
of Moses. Thus God showed that thr 
observance of these rites was not neces 
sary in order to the true conversion oi 
men, and to acceptance with him. Ht 
did not give us, who are Jews, any ad 
vantage over them, but justified ?jnd puri 
fied all in the same manner. IT Purifying 
their hearts. Thus giving the best evi 
dence that he had renewed them, ana 
admitted them to favour with hjm. IF By 
faith. By believnig on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This showed that the plan or 
which God was now about to show fa 
vour to men, was not by external rites 
and ceremonies, but by a sche?ne which 
required faith as the only condition of ac 
ceptance. It is further implied here, tha- 
there is no true faith which dees not pu 
rily the heart. 

10. Why tempt ye God ? Why provoke 
him to displeasure ? Why, since he ha.*- 
shown his determination to accept then.' 
without such rites, do you provoke him b} 
attempting to impose on his own people 
rites without his authority, and against 
his manifest will ? The argument is, thai. 
God had already accepted them. To at 
tempt to impose these rites would be to 
provoke him to anger ; to introduce ob 
servances which he had shown it was hit 
purpose should now be abolished. T Tt 
put a yoke. That which would be bur 
densome and oppressive, or which wouh; 
infringe on their just freedom, as the chil- 
dren of God.. It is called in Gal. v. 1 " 8 
yoke of bondage." Note, Matt, xxiii. 4 
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11 But we believe that through 
* the -grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, even as they. 

12 Then all the multitude kept 
silenee, and gave audience to Bar- 
nabas and Paul, declaring v^hat 
miracles and wonders God had 
wrought ^ among: the Gentiles by 
them. 

a Rom.2.e4. Eph.2.8. Tit.3.4,5. i c.14.37. 



A. yoke is an emblem of slavery or bond- 
age (1 Tim. vi. 1) ; or of affliction (Lam. 
iii. 27); or of punishment (Lam. i. 14); or 
of oppressive and burdensome ceremo- 
nies, as in this place ; or of the restraints 
-of Ciiristianity. Matt. xi. 29, 30. In this 
place they are railed a yoke because. 
^1.) They were burdensome and oppres- 
sive ; and, (2.) Because they would be an 
nifringement of Christian freedom. One 
design of the gospel was to set men free 
from such rites and ceremonies. The yoke 
here referred to is not the moral law, and 
the just restraints of religion ; but the ce- 
remonial laws and customs of the Jews. 
IF Wftich neither our fathers, &c. Which 
have been found burdensome at all times. 
They were expensive, and painful, and 
oppressive : and as they had been found 
io be so, it was not proper to impose them 
on the Gentile converts, but should rather 
rejoice at any evidence that the people 
of God might be delivered from them. 
^ Were able to bear. Which are found to 
be oppressive and burdensome. They 
were attended with great inconvenience, 
and many transgressions, as the conse- 
quence. 

11. But we believe. We apostles, who 
have been with them, and have seen the 
evidences of their acceptance with God. 
IT Through the grace, &c. By the grace 
or mercy of Christ alone, without any of 
the rites and ceremonies of the Jews. 
IT We shall be saved, even as they. In the 
same manner, by the mere grace of Christ. 
So far from being necessary to their sal- 
vation, they are really of no use in ours. 
We are to be saved not by these ceremo- 
nies, but by the mere mercy of God m 
the Redeemer They should not, there- 
tore, be imposed on others. 

12. Then all the multitude. Evidently 
the multitude of private Christians who 
were assembled on this occasion. That 
it does not refer to a synod of ministers 
and elders merely, is apparent, (1.) Be- 
cause the church, the brethren, are repre- 
sented as having been present, and con- 
curring in the final opinion (ver. 22, 23) ; 

T 



13 And after they had held their 
peace,.Tames answered, saying, Men 
and brethren, hearken unto me : 

14 Simeon hath declared ^ how 
God at the first did visit the Gen- 
tiles, to take out of them a people 
for his name. 

15 And to this agree the words 
of the prophets ; as it is written,'* 

c Lu.2.31,32. d Am.9.ii,i2. 



and, (2.) Because the word multitude (t6 
Trxn^og) would not have been used in de- 
scribing the collection of apostles and 
elders merely. Comp. Luke i. 10, 11. 13; 
V. 6; vi. 17; xix. 37. John v. 3; xxi. 6. 
Acts iv. 32; vi. 2. MaU. iii. 7. IT Gavd 
audience. Heard, listened attentively to, 
IT Barnabas and Paul. They were deeply 
interested in it ; and they were qualified 
to give a fair statement of the facts as 
they had occurred, f Declaring what 
miracles and wonders, &c. The argu- 
ment here evidently is, that God had ap- 
proved their work by miracles ; that he 
gave evidence that what they did had 
his approbation; and that as all this was 
done without imposing on them the rites 
of the Jews, so it would follow that those 
were not now to be commanded. 

13. James answered. James the Less, 
son of Aipheus. See Note, ch. xii. 1, 
^ Hearken unto me. This whole transac- 
tion shows that Peter had no such autho- 
rity in the church as the Papists pretend, 
for otherwise his opinion would have 
been followed without debate. James 
had an authority not less than that of Pe- 
ter. It is possible that he might have 
been next in age (comp. 1 Cor. xv. 7), 
and it seems morally certain that he re- 
mained for a considerable part of his life 
in Jerusalem. Acts xii. 17 ; xxi. 18. Gal 
i. 19 ; ii. 9. 12. 

14. Simeon. This a Hebrew name. 
The Greek mode of writing it commonly 
was Simon. It was one of the names of 
Peter. Matt. iv. 18. fT 7h take out of them 
a people. To choose from among the Gen- 
tiles those who should be his friends. 

15. The words of the prophets. Amas 
ix. It 12. It was a very material point 
with them, as Jews, to inquire whether 
this vvas in accordance with the predic- 
tions of the Scriptures. The most power- 
iul revivals of religion, and the most 
striking demonstrations of the divine pre- 
sence, will be in accordance with the 
Bible ; and should be tested by them. 
This habit was always manifested by the 
apostles and early Christians, and should 
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16 After this I will return, and 
will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down ; and 
i will build again the rums thereof, 
and I will set it up : 



be followed by Christians at all times. 
Unless a supposed work of grace accords 
with the Bible, and can be defended by 
't, it must be false, and should be opposed. 
Comp. Isa. viii. 20. 

16. After this. This quotation is not 
made literally eitlier from the Hebrew, or 
the Septuagint, which differs also from 
the Hebrew. The 17th verse is quoted 
literally from the Septuagint ; but in the 
16th the general sense only of the passage 
is retained. The main point of the quo- 
tation, as made by James, was, to show 
that according to the prophets it was con- 
templated that the Gentiles should be in- 
troduced to the privileges of the children 
of God ; and on this point the passage has 
a direct bearing. The prophet Amos (ix. 
S — 10) had described the calamities that 
should come upon the nation of the Jews, 
by their being scattered and driven away. 
This implied that the city of Jerusalem, 
and the temple, and the walls of the city 
should be destroyed. But after that (Heb. 
"on that day," ver. 11, that is, the day 
when he should revisit them, and recover 
them), he would restore them to their 
former privileges; would rebuild their 
temple, their city, and their walls, ver. 
11. And not only so, not only should the 
blessing descend on the Jews, but it 
should also be extended to others. The 
" remnant of Edom," "the heathen upon 
whom" his "naine would be called" 
(Amos ix. 12), should also partake of the 
mercy of God, and be subject to the Jew- 
ish people ; and a time of general pros- 
perity and of permanent blessings should 
follow. Amos ix. 13—15. James under- 
stands this as referring to the times of the 
Messiah, and to the introduction of the 
gospel to the Gentiles. And so the pas- 
sage (Amos ix. 12) is rendered in the Sep- 
tuagint. See ver. 17. IT I will return. 
When the people of God are subjected to 
calamities and trials, it is often represented 
as if God had departed from them. This 
returning, therefore, is an image of their 
restoration to his favour, and to prosperity. 
This is not, however, in the Hebrew, in 
Amos ix. 11. IT / will build again. In 
the calamities that should come upon the 
nation (iVmos ix. 8), it is implied that the 
temple and the city should be destroyed. 
To bui'd them again would be a proof of 
feiis retiming favour. IT The talernacle of 



17 That the residue of men might 
seek after the Lord, and all the 
Gentiles, upon whom my name is 
called, saith the Lord, who doeth 
all these things. 



David. The tent of David. Here it means 
the house, or royal residence of David, 
and the kings of Israel. That is, he would 
restore them to their former glory and 
splendour, as his people. The reference 
here is not to the temple, which was the 
work of Solomon ; but to the magnificence 
and splendour of the dwelling place of 
David ; that is, to the full enjoyment of 
their former high privileges and blessings. 
IT Which is fallen down. Which would 
be destroyed by the captivity under the 
king of Babylon, and by the long neglect 
and decay resulting from their being car- 
ried to a distant land. % The ruins there- 
of. Heb. " close up the breaches thereof" 
That is, it should be restored to its formei 
prosperity and magnificence ; an emblem 
of the favour of God, and of the spiritual 
blessings that should in future times de- 
scend on the Jewish people. 

17. That the residue of men. This verse 
is quoted literally from the' Septuagint, 
and differs in some respects from the He- 
brew. The phrase " the residue of men" 
here, is evidently understood, both by the 
LXX. and by James, as referring to others 
than Jews, to the Gentiles. The rest of 
the world — implying that many of them 
would be admitted to the friendship and 
favour of God. The Hebrew is, "that 
they may possess the remnant of Edom." 
This change is made in the Septuagint 
by a slight difference m the reading of 
two Hebrew words. The LXX., instead 
of the Hebrew^ la^n^lj shall inherit, read 
•^a'^'T'. sliall seeTi of thee ; and instead ol 
D-jnj^, Edcrm, they read o'l^, Man, oy 
mankind, i. e. men. Why this variation 
occurred, cannot be explained ; but the 
sense is not materially different. In the 
H3brew, the word Edom has undoubted 
reference to another nation than the 
Jewish ; and the expression means, that 
in the great prosperity of the Jews, after 
their return, they should extend the in- 
fluence of their religion to other nations ,• 
that is, as James applies it, the Gentiles 
might be brought to the privileges of the 
children of God. 1) And also the Gentiles 
Heb. All the heathen; i. e. all who 
were not Jews. This was a clear predic- 
tion that other nations were to be favoured 
with the light of the true religion, and 
that without any mention of their c&a 
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18 Known'* unto God are all his 
works, from the beginning of the 
Vi'orld. 

19 Wherefore my sentence is, 
that we trouble not them, w^hich 

o Niini.23.19. isa.46.10. 



forming to the rites of the Jewish people. 
^ Upon whom my name is called. Who 
are called by my name, or who are re- 
garded by me as my people, f Whodoeth 
all these things. That is, who will cer- 
tainly accomplish this in its time. 

18. Known unto God, &c. Note, ch. i. 
24. The meaning of this verse, in this 
connexion, is this. God sees every thing 
future ; he knows what he will accom- 
plish ; he has a plan ; and all his works 
are so arranged in his mind, that he sees 
all things distinctly and clearly. As he 
foretold these, it was a part of his plan ; 
and as it was a part of his plan long since 
foretold, it should not be opposed and re- 
sisted by us. 

19. My sentence. Gr. I judge (xfi'vco); 
»hat is, I give my opinion. It is the usual 
.anguage in which a judge delivers his 
opinion ; but it does not imply here that 
James assumed authority to settle the 
case, but merely that he gave his opinion, 
or counsel. IT That we trouble not them. 
That we do not molest, disturb, or oppress 
them, by imposing on them unneces- 
sary and burdensome rites and ceremo- 
nies. 

20. That we write unto them. Express- 
mg our judgment, or our views of the 
case. This verse has greatly perplexed 
commentators. The main grounds of 
difficulty have been, (1.) Why fornica- 
tion — an offence against the moral law, 
and about which there could be no dis- 
pute — should have been included , and, 
(2.) Whether the prohibition to abstain 
from blood is still binding. IT That they 
abstain. That they refrain from these 
things, or wholly avoid them. IT Pollu- 
tions of idols. The word rendered poZ/w- 
tions means any kind of defilement. But 
nere it is evidently used to denote the 
flesh of those animals that were offered 
m sacrifice to idols. See ver. 29. That 
flesh, afler being offered in sacrifice, was 
often exposed for sale in the markets, or 
was served up at feasts. 1 Cor. x. 25-— 
29. It became a very important question 
whether it was right for Christians to 
partake of it. The Jews would contend 
that it was, in fact, partaking of idolatry. 
The Gentile converts would allege that 
thev did not eat it as a sacrifice ta idols, or 



from among the Gontiles are turned 
to God : 

30 But that we write unto them, 
that they abstain from pollutions 
of *= idols, and from fornication,'^ 



iblThess.1.9. 
2.14,20; 9.20. 



cEx.20.4,5.'lCor.8.1,&c. 10.28. Rev. 
d lCor.6.9,18. Co).3.5 lTheas.4.S. 



lend their countenance in any way to the 
idolatrous worship where it had been 
offered. See this subject discussed at 
length in 1 Cor. viii. 4 — 13. As idolatry 
was forbidden to the Jews in every form, 
and as partaking even of the sacrifices 
to idols, in their feasts, might seem to 
countenance idolatry, the Jews would be 
utterly opposed to it ; and for the sake of 
peace, James advised that they be recom- 
mended to abstain from this. To partake 
of that food might not be morally wrong 
(1 Cor. viii. 4), but it would give occasion 
for scandal and offence; and, therefore, 
as a matter o£ expediency, it was advised 
that they should abstain from it. IT And 
from fornication. The word used here 
{TTO^vsici) is applicable to all ilhcit inter 
course ; and may refer to adultery, incest 
and licentiousness in any form. There 
has been much diversity of opinion in re 
gard to this expression. Interpreters have 
been greatly perplexed to understand 
why this violation of the moral law ha» 
been introduced amidst the violations of 
the ceremonial law; and the question la 
naturally asked, whether this was a sia 
about which there could be any debato 
between the Jewish and Gentile coui- 
verts ? Were there any who w-oiild prac- 
tise it, or plead that it was lawful ? If 
not, why is it prohibited here ? Various 
interpretations have been proposed. Some 
have supposed that James refers here to 
the offerings which harlots would make 
of their gains to the service of religion, 
and that James would prohibit the recep- 
tion of it. Beza, Selden, and Schleusner 
suppose the word is taken for idolatry, as 
It is often represented in the Scriptures as 
consisting in unfaithfulness to God, and 
as it is often called adultery. Heringiua 
supposes that marriage between idolaters 
and Christians is here intended. But, 
after all, the usual interpretation of the 
word, as referring to illicit intercourse of 
the sexes of any kind, is undoubtedly 
here to be retained. There is no reason 
for departing from the ordinary and usual 
meaning of the word. If it be asked, 
then, why this was particularly forbidden, 
and was introduced in this connexion, we 
may reply, (1.) That this vice prevailed 
every where among the (jlentiles, and 
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and from things strangled, and 
from " blood, 
SI For Moses of old tinie hath 

aLev.l7.l4. DeuM2.16,23. 
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in every city them that preach him 
being- ^ read in the synagogues 
every sabbath-day : 

fic.l3.l5,27. 



was that to whi !h ail were particularly 
exposed. (2.) Tiiat it was not deemed by 
the Gentiles disgraceful. It was practised 
without shame, and without remorse. 
Terence, Adelph. 1, 2. 21. See Grotius. 
it was important, therefore, that the pure 
laws of Christianity on this subject should 
be known, and that special pains should 
be taken to instruct the early converts 
from paganism in those laws. The same 
thing is necessary still in heathen lands. 
(3.) This crime was connected with re- 
ligion. It was the practice not only to 
introduce indecent pictures and emblems 
into their v^orship, but also for females to 
devote themselves to the service of par- 
ticular temples, and to devote the avails 
of indiscriminate proslitution to the ser- 
vice of the god, or the goddess. The vice 
was connected with no small part of the 
pagan worship; and the images, the em- 
blems, and the customs of idolatry every 
where tended to sanction and promote it. 
A mass of evidence on this subject, which 
sickens the heart — but which would be 
too long and too indelicate to introduce 
here — may be seen in Tholuck's Nature 
and Moral Influence of Heathenism, in 
the Biblical Repository, for July, 1832, 
pp. 441 — 464. As this vice was almost 
universal ; as it was practised without 
shame or disgrace ; as there were no laws 
among the heathen to prevent it ; as it 
was connected with all their views of 
idol worship, and of religion ; it was im- 
portant for the early Christians to frown 
upon and to oppose it, and to set a pecu- 
liar guard against it in all the churches. 
It was the sin to which, of all others, they 
were the most exposed, and which was 
most likely to bring scandal on the Chris- 
tian religion. It is for this cause that it 
is so often and so pointedly forbidden in 
th(B New Testament. Rom. i. 29. 1 Cor. 
vi. 13. 18. Gal. v. 19. Eph. v. 3. 1 Thess. 
IV. 3. '^ And from things strangled. 
That is, from animals or birds that were 
killed without shedding their blood. The 
reason why these were considered by the 
Jews unlawful to be eaten was, that thus 
they would be under a necessity of eat- 
ing blood, which was positively forbidden 
by the law. Hence it was commanded 
m the law, that when any beast or fowl 
was taken in a snare, the blood should be 
poured out before it was lawful to be 
eaten. Lev.xvii. 13. *^ And from blood. 



The eating of blood was strictl)? forbidden 
to the Jews. The reason of this was that 
it contained ^/je life. Lev. xvii. 11. 14. 
See Note on Rom. iii. 25. The use of 
blood was common among the Gentiles. 
They drank it often at their sacrifices, 
and in making covenants or compacts. 
To separate the Jews from them in this 
respect was one design of the prohibition. 
See Spencer, De Leg. Hebrse. pp. 144, 145. 
169. 235. 377. 381. 594. Ed. 1732. See 
also this whole passage examined at 
length in Spencer, pp. 588 — 626. The 
primary reason of the prohibition was, 
that it was thus used in the feasts and 
compacts of idolaters. That blood was 
thus drank by the heathens, particularly 
by the Sabians, in their sacrifices, is fully 
proved by Spencer, De Leg. pp. 377 — 380. 
But the prohibition specifies a higher rea- 
son, that the life is in the blood, and that 
therefore it should not be eaten. On this 
opinion see Note, Rom. iii. 25. This rea- 
son existed before any ceremonial law ; 
is founded in the nature of things; has 
no particular reference to any custom of 
the Jews; and therefore is as forcible in 
any other circumstances as in theirs. It 
was proper, therefore, to forbid it to the 
early Christian converts; and for the 
same reason its use should be abstained 
from every where. It adds to the force 
of these remarks, when v/e remember 
that the same principle was settled be- 
fore the laws of Moses were given ; and 
that God regarded the fact that the life 
was in the blood as of so much importance 
as to make the shedding of it worthy of 
death. Gen. ix. 4 — 6. It is supposed^ 
therefore, that this law is still obligatory. 
Perhaps also there is no food more un- 
wholesome than blood ; and it is a further 
circumstance of some moment that all 
men naturally /evolt from it as an article 
of food. 

21. For Moses. The meaning, of this 
versei is, that the law of Moses, prohibit- 
ing these things, was read in the syna- 
gogues constantly. As these con)mands 
were constantly read, and as the Jewish 
converts would not soon learn that their 
ceremonial law had ceased to be binding, 
it was deemed to be a matter of expe- 
diency that no needless offence should be 
given to them. For the sake of peace, it 
was better that they should abstain from 
meat offered to idols than to give offence 
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22 Then pleased it ths apostles 
and elders, with the whole church, 
to send chosen men of their own 
company to Antioch, with Paul and 
Barnabas ; namely^ Judas surnaraed 
Barsabas, " and Silas, chief men 
among the brethren : 

23 And wrote letters by them 
after this manner : The apostles 
and elders, and brethren, send greet- 
ing unto the brethren which are of 



to the Jewish converts. Comp. 1 Cor. viii. 
10 — 13. % Of old time. Greek, From an- 
cient generations. It is an established 
custom ; and therefore his laws are well 
known, and have, in their view, not only 
the authority of revelation, but the vene- 
rableness of antiquity. IT In every city. 
Where there were Jews. This was the 
case in all the cities to which the discus- 
sion here had reference. IT Them that 
preach him. That is, by reading the law 
of Moses But in addition to reading the 
law, it was customary also to offer an 
explanation of its meaning. See Notes 
on Luke iv. 16 — 22. 

22. Then it pleased. It seemed fit and 
proper to them. TT The apostles and elders. 
To whom the business had been particu- 
larly referred, ver. 2. Comp. ch. xvi. 4. 
IF With the whole church. All the Chris- 
tians who were there assembled together. 
They concurred in the sentiment, and ex- 
pressed their approbation in the letter 
that was sent, ver, 23. Whether they were 
consulted, does not particularly appear. 
But as it is not probable that they would 
volunteer an opinion unless they were 
consulted, it seems most reasonable to 
suppose that the apostles and elders sub- 
mitted the case to them for their approba- 
tion. It would seem that the apostles and 
elders deliberated on it, and decided it; 
but still, for the sake of peace and unity, 
they also took measures to ascertain that 
their decision agreed with the unanimous 
sentiment of the church. IT Chosen men. 
Men chosen for this purpose. IT Of their 
oum company. From among themselves. 
Greater weight and authority would thus 
be attached to thdr message. IT Judas, 
surnamed Barsabas. Possibly the same 
who vv^as nominated to the vacant place 
in the apostleship. ch. i. 23. But Grotius 
supposes that it was his brother. IF And 
Silas. He was afterwards the travelling 
companion of Paul. ver. 40. ch. xvi. 25. 
29; xvii. 4. 10. 15. He is also the same 
person, probably, who is mentioned by the 



tiie Gentiles in Antioch, and Syria, 
and Cilicia: 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, 
^hat certain * v/hich went out from 
us have troubled *= yon with words, 
^ subverting your souls, saying, Ye 
must be circumcised, and keep the 
law : to whom * we gave no sutk, 
commandment: 

25 It seemed good unto us, being 
assembled v/ith one accord, to send 

iver.l. cGal.5.12.' d Gal.5.4. e Gal. 2. 4. 



name of Silvanus. 2 Cor. i. 19. 1 Thess. i. 
1. 2 Thess. i. 1, 1 Pet. v. 12. 1" Chief men 
among the brethren. Greek, Leaders. Comp. 
Luke xxii. 26. Men of influence, experi' 
ence, and authority in the church. Judas 
and Silas are said to have been prophets. 
ver. 32. They had, therefore, been en- 
gaged as preachers and rulers in the 
church at Jerusalem. 

23. And wrote letters. Greek, Having 
written. It does not mean that they wrote 
more than one epistle. IT By them. Greek, 
By their hand, f After this manner 
Greek, These things. 11 Send greeting. 
A word of salutation, expressing their de- 
sire of the happiness {x^i^siv) of the per- 
sons addressed. Comp. Matt. xxvi. 49; 
xxvii. 29. Luke i. 28. John xix. 3. IF In 
Antioch. Where the difficulty first arose. 
IF And Syria. Antioch was the capital 
of Syria, and it is probable that the dis- 
pute was not confined to the capital. 
'\^ And Cilicia. Note, Acts vi. 9. Cihcia 
was adjacent to Syria. Paul and Barna- 
bas had travelled through it; and it is 
probable that the same difficulty would 
exist there which had disturbed the 
churches in Syria. 

24. Forasmuch. Since we have heard 
H That certain. That some. ver. I. IF Have 
troubled you with words. With doc^ines 
They have disturbed your minds, and 
produced contentions. 4 Subverting your 
souls. The word here used occurs no- 
where else in the New Testament (»v«j- 
x£usl<^ovT£s). It properly means to collect 
together the vessels used in a house — the 
household furniture — for the purpose of 
removing it. It is applied to marauders, 
robbers, and enemies, who remove and 
bear ofFproperty ; thus producing distress, 
confusion, and disorder. It is thus used 
in the sense of disturbing, or destroying ; 
and here denotes that they unsettled their 
minds; that they produced anxiety, dis- 
turbance, and distress, by these doctrines 
about Moses. IF 7'o whom we gave no such 
commandment. They went, therefoye* 
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chosen men unto you, with our be- 
loved Barnabas and Paul, 

26 Men that have hazarded '^ 
their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. _ 

27 We have sent therefore Judas 
and Silas, who shall also tell i/ou 
the same things by ' mouth. 

28 For it seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon 
you no greater burthen * than these 
necessary things ; 

a c.13.50; 14.19. i word, b Rev.2.24. 



without authority. Self-coiistituted and 
self-sent teachers not unfrequently pro- 
duce disturbance and distress. Had the 
apostles been consulted on this subject, 
the difficulty would have been avoided. 
By thus saying that they had not given 
them a command to teach these things, 
they practically assured the Gentile con- 
verts that they did not approve of the 
course which those who went from Judea 
had taken. 

26. Men that have hazarded their lives, 
&c. See ch. xiv. This was a noble tes- 
timony to the character of Barnabas and 
Paul. It was a comm.endation of them to 
the confidence of the churches, and an 
implied expression that they wished their 
authority to be regarded in the establish- 
ment and organization of the church. 
*0 For the name. In the cause of the 
Lord Jesus. 

27. The same things. The same things 
that we wrote to you. They shall con- 
firm all by their own statements. 

28. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
This is a strong and undoubted claim to 
inspiration. It was with special reference 
to the organization of the church, that the 
Hol}^ Spirit had been promised to them 
by the Lord Jesus. Matt, xviii. 18—20. 
John xiv. 26. % No greater burthen. To 
impose no greater restraints ; to enjoin no 
other observances. See JNfote, ver. 10. 
IT Than these necessary things. Necessary, 
(1.) In order to preserve the peace of the 
ehurch. (2.) To conciliate the minds of 
ihe Jewish converts, ver. 21. (3.) Neces- 
sary in their circumstances, particularly, 
because the crime which is specified — 
licentiousness— was one to which all early 
fionverts were particularly exposed. Note, 
ver. 20. 

29. From meats offered to idols. This 
explains what is meant by " pollutions of 
u,!ols." ver. 20. ^ Ye shall do well. You 



29 That ye abstain ° from meats 
offered to idols, and from bloj^d, 
and from things strangled, and 
from fornication : from which if y( 
keep '^ yourselves, ye shall do well 
Fare ye well. 

30 So v/hen they were dismissed, 
they came to Antioch; and when 
they had gathered the multitude 
together, they delivered the epistle i 

31 Which, when they had read, 
they rejoiced for the ^ consolation. 



c ver.20. 
20,21. 



d2Cor.ll.9. Jam.1.27. lJno.5.21. Jude 
» or, exhortation. 



will do what ought to be done in regard 
to the subjects of dispute. 

31. They rejoiced for the consolation. 
They acquiesced in the decision of tiiG 
apostles and eiders, and rejoiced that they 
were not to be subjected to the burden- 
some rites and ceremonies of the Jewish 
religion. This closes the account of the 
first Christian council. It was conducted 
throughout on Christian principles, in a 
mild, kind, conciliatory spirit; and is a 
model for all similar assemblages. It 
came together, not to promote, but to 
silence disputation ; not to persecute the 
people of God, but to promote their peace ,- 
not to be a scene of harsh and angry re* 
crimination, but to be an example of all 
that was mild, and tender, and kind 
Those who composed it came together, 
not to carry a point, not to overreach 
their adversaries, not to be party men. 
but to mingle their sober counsels, to in 
quire what was right, and to express, in a 
Christian manner, that which was prope? 
to be done. Great and important princi- 
ples were to be established, in regard to 
the Christian church; and they engaged 
in their work evidently with a deep senso 
of their responsibility, and with a jusc 
view of their dependence on the aid of 
ihe Holy Sj)irit. How happy would it 
have been it* this spirit had been possess- 
ed by all professedly Christian councils ! 
How happy, if all had really sought the 
peace and harmony of the churches ; 
and if none had ever been convened tc 
kindle the fires of persecution, to evince 
the spirit of party, or to rend and destroy 
the church of God ! 

This council has been usually appealea 
to as the authority for councils in the 
church, as a permanent arrangement ; 
and especially as an authority for courts 
of appeal and control. But it establishes 
neither, and should be brought as an au 
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32 And Judas and Silas, being 
prophets also themselves, exhorted 
the brethren with many words, and 
confirmed * them, 

33 And after they had tarried 



thority for neither. For, (l.) It was not a 
court of appeal in any intelligible sense. 
It was an assembly convened for a spe- 
cifd purpose; designed to settle an in- 
quiry which arose in a particular part of 
ttie church, and which required the col- 
lected wisdom of the apostles and elders 
to settle. (2.) It had none of the marks 
or appendages of a court. The term court, 
or judicature, is nowhere applied to it; 
nor to any assembly of Christian men, in 
the New Testament. Nor should these 
terms be used now in the churches. 
Courts of judicature imply a degree of 
authority, which cannot be proved from 
the New Testament to have been con- 
ceded to any ecclesiastical body of men. 
(3.) There is not the slightest intimation 
that any thing like permanency was to be 
attached to this council ; or that it would 
be periodically or regularly repeated. It 
will prove, indeed, that when cases of 
difficulty occur ; when Christians are per- 
plexed and embarrassed ; or when con- 
tention^ arise, it will be proper to refer to 
Christian men for advice and direction. 
Such was the case here ; and such a 
course is obviously proper. If it should 
be maintained that it is well that Chris- 
tian ministers and laymen should assem- 
ble periodically, at stated intervals, on 
the supposition that such cases may arise, 
this is conceded ,* but the example of the 
apostles and elders should not be pleaded 
as makmg such assemblies of divine right 
and authority, or as being essential to the 
existence of a church of God. Such an 
arrangement has been deemed to be so 
desirable by Christians, that it has been 
adopted by Episcopalians in their regular 
annual and triennial conventions; by 
Methodists in their conferences; by Pres- 
byterians in their general assembly; by 
Friends in their yearly meetings ; by Bap- 
tists and Congregationalists in their asso- 
ciations, <fec. But the example of the 
council summoned on a special emergency 
Bt Jerusalem, should not be pleaded as 
giving divine authority to all, or to any 
of these periodical assemblages. They 
are wise and prudent arrangements, con- 
tributing to the peace of the church ; and 
the example of the council at Jerusalem 
can be adduced as furnishing as much 
divine authority for one as for another ; 



there a space, they were let go i> in 
peace from the brethren unto the 
apostles. 

34 Notwithstanding, it pleased 
Silas to abide there still 



A lCor.16.11. 2Jno.lO, 



that is, it does not make all or eith©? of 
them of divine authority, or as obligatory 
on the church of God. (4.) It should be 
added, that a degree of authority (comp. 
ch. xvi. 4) would, of course, be attached 
to the decision of the apostles and elders 
at that time, which cannot be to any body 
of ministers and laymen now. Begides it 
should never be forgotten — what, alas, it 
seems to have been the pleasure and the 
interest of ecclesiastics to forget — thai 
neither the apostles nor elders asserted any 
jurisdiction over the churches of Antioch, 
Syria, and Cilicia ; that they did not claim 
a right to have these cases referred to 
them ; that they did not attempt " to lord 
it" over their iaith or their consciences. 
The case was a single, specific, definite 
question, referred to them; and they de- 
cided it as such. They asserted no ab- 
stract right of such jurisdiction ; they 
sought not to intermeddle with it ; they 
enjoined no future reference to them, to 
their successors, or to any ecclesiastical 
tribunal. They evidently regarded the 
churches as blessed with the most ample 
freedom ; and evidently contemplated no 
arrangement of a permanent character, 
asserting a right to legislate on articles 
of faith, or to make laws for the direction 
of the Lord's freemen. 

32. Being prophets. See Note, ch. xi. 
27. This evidently implies that they had 
been preachers before they went to An- 
tioch. What was the precise nature of 
the office of a propJiet in the Christian 
church, it is not easy to ascertain. Possi- 
bly it may imply that they were teachers 
of unusual or remarkable ability, f Con- 
Jirmed them. Strengthened them ; that is, 
by their instructions and exhortations. 
Note, ch. xiv. 22. 

33. A space. For some time. IF They 
■were let go in peace. An expression im- 
plying that they departed with the affec- 
tionate regard of the Christians to whom 
they had ministered, and with their high- 
est wishes for their prosperity. 1 Cor, xvi. 
11.2 John 10. Silas, however, it seems 
chose to remain. IT Unto the apostles. At 
Jerusalem. Many MSS. however, in- 
stead of " unto the apostles,'' read, " unto 
those who had sent them." The sense is 
not materially different. 

34. Notwithstanding, &c. This wholo 
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35 Paul also arid Barnabas con- 
tin aed in Antioch, teaching and 
preaching the word of the Lord, 
with many others also. 

36 And some days after, Paul 
said unto Barnabas, Let us go again 
and visit our brethren in /* every 
city where we have preached the 
word of the Lord, and se§. how 
they do. 

37 And Barnabas determined to 
take with them John ^ whose sur- 
name was Mark. 

38 But Paul thought not good to 

ac.l3.4,&c. ic.12.12,25. Col.4.10. 

verse is wanting in many MSS. in the 
Syriac, Arabic, and Coptic versions ; and 
is regarded as spurious by Mill, Gries- 
bach, and by other critics. It was proba- 
bly introduced by some early transcriber, 
who judged it necessary to complete the 
narrative. The Latin Vulgate reads, " It 
seemed good to Silas to remain, but Ju- 
das went alone to Jerusalem." 

35. Paul also, and Barnabas continued 
in Antioch. How long a time is unknown. 
It is probable that at this time theunhap- 

g^ incident occurred between Paul and 
eter, which is recorded in Gal. ii. 11 — 14. 

36. Let us go again and visit our hre- 
threiu That is, in the churches which 
they had established in Asia Minor, ch. 
xiii. xiv. This was a natural wish ; and 
was an enterprise that might be attended 
with important advantages to those feeble 
churches. 

37. But Barnabas determined. Greek, 
Willed, or was disposed to (t/3oy?>.ev«rc4To). 
^ John, &c. Note, ch. xii. 12. He had 
been with them before as a travelling com- 
panion, ch. xii. 25 ; xiii. 5. He was the 
son of a sister of Barnabas (Col. iv. 10), and 
it is probable that Barnabas' affection for 
his nephevv^ was the main reason for in- 
ducing him to wish to take him with him 

n the journey. 

38. But Paul thought not good. Did 
not think it proper. Because he could 
not confide in his perseverance with them 
in the toils and perils of their journej^. 
^ Who departed from them, &c. ch. xiii; 
13. Why he did this is not known. It 
was evidently, however, for some cause 
which Paul did not consider satisfactory, 
and which in his view disqualified him 
from being their attendant again. IT To 
the work. Of preaching the gospel. 

39. Arid the contention tvas so sharp. 
The word used here (Tra^o^'xr/Acg) is that 



take him with them, who departed 
from them from Pamphylia, and 
went not with them to the w^ork. 

39 And the contention was so 
sharp betw^een them, that they de- 
parted asunder one from the other ; 
and so Barnabas took Mark, and 
sailed unto Cyprus : 

40 And Paul chose Silas, and 
departed, being recommended '^ by 
the brethren unto the grace of 
God. 

41 And he went through Syria and 
Cilicia, confirming ^ the churches. 

•cc.13.13. dc. 14.26: 20.32. ec.l6.5 



from which our word paroxysm is derived 
It may denote any excitement of mind, 
and is used in a good sense in Heb. x. 24. 
It here means evidently a violent alterca- 
tion that resulted in their separation for 
a time, and in their engaging in different 
spheres of labour, f And sailed unto 
Cyprus. This was the native place ot 
Barnabas. Note, ch. iv. 36. 

40. Being recommended. Being com- 
mended by prayer to God. Note, ch. xiv .26 

41. Syi'ia and Cilicia. These were 
countries lying near to each other, 
which Paul, in company with Barnabas, 
had before visited. IT Confirming the 
churches. Strengthening them by instruc- 
tion and exhortation. It has no reference 
to the rite of confirmation. See Note, 
Acts xiv. 22. 

In regard to this unhappy contention 
between Paul and Barnabs.^, and their 
separation from each other, w»3 may make 
the following remarks. (1 ) That ho apo- 
logy or vindication of it is offered by the 
sacred writer. It was undoubtedly im- 
proper and evil. It Vv-is a melancholy 
instance in which even apostles evinced 
an improper spirit, and engaged in im- 
proper strife. (2.) Tr this contention it is 
probable that Paul was, in the main, 
right. Barnabas seoms to have been in- 
fluenced by attachiiient to a relative ; 
Paul sought a helper who would not 
shrink from duty and danger. It is clear 
that Paul had the .sympathies and prayers 
of the church in his favour (ver. 40), 
and it is more than probable that Barna- 
bas departed without any such sympathy. 
ver. 39. (3.) There is reason"^ to thiiik 
that this contention was overruled for the 
furtherance of the gospel. They went to 
different places, and preached to different 
people. It often happens that the un 
happy and wicked strifes of Christian^ 
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CHAPTER XVL 

'T^HEN came he to Derbe « and 
^ Lystra : and behold, a certain 
disciple was there, nanied Timo- 
theus, * the son of a *= certain wo- 
man, which was a Jewess, and be- 
lieved ; but his father was a Greek : 
2 Which was well '^reported of 

ac.14.6. Z'C.19,22. Rom. 16.21. lCor.4.17. 

■2TiiK.1.5. d c.6.3. ITim.S.lO. Heb.11.2. 



are the medns of exciting their zeal, and 
of extending the gospel, and of establish- 
ing churches. But no thanks to their 
contention ; nor is the guilt of their anger 
and strife mitigated by this. (4.) This 
difference was afterwards reconciled, and 
Paul and Barnabas again became travel- 
ling companions. 1 Cor. ix. 6. Gal. ii. 9. 
(5.) There is evidence that Paul also be- 
came reconciled to John Mark. Col. iv. 
10. Philem. 24. 2 Tim. iv. 11. How long 
iliis separation continued is not known ; 
'^ut perhaps in this journey with Barnabas, 
John gave such evidence of his courage 
and zeal as induced Paul again to admit 
.lim to his confidence as a tiavelling com- 
panion, and as to become a profitable fel- 
Iow-labourei\ See 2 Tim. iv. 11, "Take 
Mark, and bring him with thee ; for he is 
profitable to me for the ministry." (6.) 
This account proves that there was no 
coWision or agreement among the apostles 
lO impose upon mankind. Had there 
neen such an agreement, and had the 
books of the New Testament been an im- 
posture, the apostles would have been re- 
presented as perfectly harmonious, and as 
united in all their views and efforts. 
What impostor would have thought of the 
device of representing the early friends 
of the Christian religion as divided, and 
contending, and separating from each 
other ? Such a statement has an air of 
candour and honesty, and at the same 
time is apparently so much against the 
truth of the system, that no impostor 
would have thought of resorting to it. 
CHAPTER XVI. 
1. Then came he. That is, Paul, in 
company with Silas^ Luke does not 
give us the history of Barnabas, but con- 
fines his narrative to the journey of Paul. 
IF To Derbe and Lystra. Note, ch. xiv. 6. 
IT And behold a certain disciple named Ti- 
moiheus. It was to this disciple that Paul 
afterwards addressed the two epistles 
which bear his name. It is evident that 
he was a native of one of these places, 
but whether of Derbe or Lystra it is im- 
possible to determine. ^ The son of a 



by the brethren that were at Lystra 
and Icon turn. 

3 Him would Paul have to sfo 
forth with him ; and took and cir- 
cumcised him, * because of the 
Jews f which were in those quar- 
ters; for they knew all that his 
father was a Greek. 

e Gal.2.3-8j 5.1-43. / lCor.S,20. 



certain woman, &c. Her name was Eunice. 
2 Tim. i. 5. f And believed. And was a 
Christian. It is evident also that her 
mother was a woman of distinguished 
Christian piety. 2 Tim. i. 5. It was not 
lawful for a Jew to marry a w-oman of 
another nation, or to give his daughter in 
marriage to a Gentile. Ezra ix. 12, But 
it is probable that this law was not re- 
garded very strictly by the Jews who 
lived in the midst of heathen nations. It 
is evident that Timothy, at this time, was 
very young; for when Paul besought 
him to abide at Ephesus, to take charge 
of the church there (1 Tim. i. 3> he ad- 
dressed him then as a young man. 1 Tim. 
iv. 12, " Let no man despise thy youth." 
IT But his father wan a Greek. Evidently 
a man who had not been circumcised, for 
had he been, Timothy would have been 
also. 

2. Which. That is, Timothy. The con- 
nexion requires us to understand this of 
him. Of the character of his father no- 
thing is known. % Was well reported of 
Was esteemed highly as a young man of 
piety and promise. Note, ch. vi. 3. Comp. 
1 Tim. V. 10. Timothy had been reli- 
giously educated. He was carefully 
trained in the knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures, and was therefore the better 
qualified for his work. 2 Tim. iii. 15. 

3. Him would Paul ham, &c. This was 
an instance of Paul's selecting young m.en 
of piety for the holy ministry. It shows 
(1.) That he was disposed to look up and 
call forth the talent that might be in the 
church, that might be usefully employed. 
It is quite evident that Timothy would 
not have thought of this, had it not been 
suggested by Paul. The same thing. Edu- 
cation societies are attempting now to ac- 
complish. (2.) That Paul sought proper 
qualifications, and valued ihem. Those 
were, (a) That he had a good reputation 
for piety, &c. ver. 2. This he demanded 
as an indispensable qualification for a 
minister of the gospel. 1 Tim. iii. 7 
" Moreover he (a bishop) must nave a 
good report of ihem which are r/ithouL' 
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4 And as they went through the 
nties, they delivered them the de- 
crees for to keep, that were ordain- 
ed " of the apostles and elders 
which v/ere at Jerusalem. 

5 And so were the churches ^ es- 
^blished in the faith, and increased 
m number daily, 

ac,15.28,29. 6 c.15.41. 
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6 Now ^;v^hen they had gone 
throughout Phrygia and the region 
of " Galatia, and were forbidden of 
'^ the Holy Ghost to preach the 
word in * Asia, 

7 After they were come to Mysia, 
they assayed to go into Bythinia r 
but the Spirit suflered them not. 



Comp. Acts xxii. 12. (6) Paul esteemed 
him to be a young man of talents and 
prudence. His adn^itting him to a part- 
nership m his labours, and his intrusting 
to him the affairs of the church at Ephe- 
sus, prove this, (c) He had been care- 
fully trained in the Holy Scriptures. A 
foundation was thus laid for usefulness. 
And this qualification seems to have been 
dyemed by Paul of indispensable value 
fjr the right discharge of his duties in 
ihis holy office. IT And he took and cir- 
ou?ncued him. This was evidently done 
to avoid the opposition and reproaches of 
the Jews. It was a measure not binding 
in Itself (comp. ch. xv. 1. 28, 29) ; but the 
neglect of which would expose to conten- 
tion ana opposition among the Jews, 
and greatly retard or destroy his useful- 
ness. It was an act of expediency for 
the sake of peace, and was in accordance 
with Paul's uniform and avowed princi- 
ple of conduct. 1 Cor. ix. 20, " And unto 
the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might 
gain the Jews." Comp. Acts xxi. 23— 26. 

4. And as they went through the cities. 
The cities of Syria, Cilicia, &c. ^ They 
delivered them. Paul and Silas delivered 
to the Christians in those cities. IF The 
decrees. T« 5'i5^//«T«. The decrees in re- 
gard to the four things specified in ch. xv. 
20. 29. The word translated decrees oc- 
curs in Luke ii. 1, "Jl decree from Ceesar 
Augustus ;" in Acts xvii. 7, " The de- 
crees of Caesar;" in Eph. ii. 15, and in 
Col. ii. 14. It properly means a law or 
edict of a king, or legislature. In this 
instance it was the decision of the coun- 
cil in a case submitted to it ; and implied 
an obligation on the Christians to submit 
to that decision. The laws of the apos- 
tles would, and ought to be, in such cases, 
esteemed to be binding. It is probable 
that a correct and attested copy of the 
letter (ch. xv. 23 — 29) would be sent to 
the various churches of the Gentiles. 
^ To keep. To obey, or to observe. 
% That were ordained. Gr. That were 
adjudged, or determined. 

5. Established m the faith. Confirmed 



c Gal. 1.2, IPet.l.l 
eRev.1.4,11. 



d Amos 8.11,12. Cor.l2.li. 



in the belief of the gospel. The effect 
of the wise and conciliatory measure was 
to increase and strengthen the churches. 
6. Throughout Phrygia. This was the 
largest province of Asia Minor. It had 
Bythinia noxth ; Pisidia and Lycia south ; 
Galatia and Cappadocia east; and Lydia 
and Mysia west. % And the region of 
Galatia. This province was directly east 
of Phrygia. The region was formerly 
conquered by the Gauls. They settled 
in it, and called it, after their own name, 
Galatia. The Gauls invaded the country 
at different times, and no less than three 
tribes or bodies of Gauls had possession 
of it. Many Jews were also settled there. 
It was from this cause that so many par- 
ties could be formed there, and that so 
much controversy would arise between 
the Jewish and Gentile converts. See 
the Epistle to the Galatians. IT And were 
forbidden. Probably by a direct revela- 
tion. The reason of this was, doubtless, 
that it was the intention of God to extend 
the gospel farther into the regions of 
Greece than would have been done if 
they had remained in Asia Minor. This 
prohibition was the means of the first in- 
troduction of the gospel into Europe. 
H In Asia. See Note, ch. ii. 9. This was 
doubtless the region of proconsular Asia. 
This region was also called Ionia. Of 
this region Ephesus was the capital ; and 
here were situated also the cities of 
Smyrna, Thyatira, Philadelphia, &c., 
within which the seven churches men- 
tioned in Rev. i. ii. iii. were established. 
Cicero speaks of proconsular Asia as con- 
taining the provinces of Phrygia, Mysia, 
Caria, and Lydia. In all this region the 
gospel was afterwards preached with 
great success. But now a more important 
and a wider field was opened before Paul 
and Barnabas, in the extensive country 
of Macedonia. 

7. Mysia. This was a province of Asia 
Minor, having Propontis on the north, 
Bythinia on the east, Lydia on the south, 
and the jiEgean sea on the west. IT They 
assayed. They endeavoured ; they at- 
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8 And they passing by Mysia, 
came down to ^ Troas., 

9 And a vision appeared to Paul 
in the night ; Tliere stood a man ^ 
of Macedonia, and prayed him, say- 
ing, Come over into Macedonia, and 
help ns. 

10 And after he had seen the 
vision, immediately we endeavour- 
ed to go '^ into Macedonia, assuredly 
gathering that the Lord had called 

a2Cor.2.12. 2Tim.4.13. 5 c. 19.30. c 2Cor.2.13. 



tempted. IT Into Bythinia. A province 
of Asia Minor, lying east of Mysia. 

8. Came down to Troas. This was a 
city of Phrygia or Mysia, on the Helles- 
pont, between Troy north, and Assos 
south. Sometimes the name Troas, or 
Troad, is used to denote the whole coun- 
try of the Trojans, the province where 
the ancient city of Troy had stood. This 
region was much celebrated in the early 
periods of Grecian history. It was here 
that the events recorded in the Iliad of 
Homer are supposed to have occurred. 
The city of Troy has long since been 
completely destroyed. Troas is several 
times mentioned in the New Testament 
2 Cor. ii. 12. 2 Tim. iv. 13. Acts xx. 5. 

9. And a vision. ]\Iote,ch. ix. lO.'^ There 
stood a man, &c. The appearance of a 
man, who was known to be of Macedonia, 
probably, by his dress and language. 
Whether this was in a dream, or whether 
^t was a representation made to the senses 
while awake, it is impossible to tell. 
The will of God was at different times 
made known in both these ways. Com p. 
Matt. ii. 12. Note, Acts x. 3. Grotius 
supposes that this was the guardian angel 
of Macedonia, and refers for illustration 
JO Dan. X. 12, 13. 20,21. But there seems 
Ko be no foundation for this opinion. IT Of 
Macedonia. This was an extensive coun- 
try of Greece, having Thrace on the north, 
Thessaly south, Epirus west, and the 
iEgean sea east. It is supposed that it 
was peopled by Kittim, son of Javan. Gen. 
X. 4. The kingdom rose into celebrity 
chiefly under the reign of Philip and his 
son Alexander the Great. It was the first 
region in Europe in which we have any 
record that the gospel was preached. 
^ And help us. That is, by preaching 
the gospel. This was a call to preach 
the gospel in an extensive heathen land, 
amidst many trials and dangers. To this 
*jall, notwithstanding all this prospect of 
danger, tl^ey cheerftilly responded, B.nA 



us for to preavsh the gospel unto 
them. 

11 Therefore loosing from Troas, 
w^e came with a straight course to 
Samothracia, and the next day to 
Neapolis ; 

12 And from thence to Pialippi,** 
which is the ^ chief city of that pait 
of Macedonia, and a colony. And 
we were in that city abiding cer- 
tain days. 

d Phil. 1,1. i-QT, the first. 

gave themselves to the work. Their con- 
duct was thus an example to the church. 
From all portions of the earth a similar 
call is now coming to the churches. 
Openings of a similar character, for the 
introduction of the gospel, are presented 
in all lands. Appeals are coming from 
every quarter; and all that seems now 
necessary for the speedy conversion of 
the world is, for the church to enter into 
these vast fields with the self denial, spi 
rit, and zeal which characterized the apos- 
tle Paul. 

10. We endeavoured. This is the first 
instance in which Luke refers to himself 
as being in company with Paul. It is 
hence probable that he joined Paul and 
Silas about this time; and it is evident 
that he attended him in his travels, as re 
corded throughout the remainder of the 
Acts. IT Assuredly gathering. Being cer- 
tainly convinced. 

11. Loosing from Troas. Setting sail 
from this place. IT To Samothracia. This 
was an island in the -<^gean sea, not far 
from Thrace. It was peopled by inhabit 
ants from Samos and from Thrace, and 
hence called Samothracia. It was about 
twenty miles in circumference ; and was 
an asylum for fugitives and criminals. 
^And the next day to Neapolis. This was a 
maritime city of Macedonia, near the bor- 
ders of Thrace. It is now called Napoli. 

12. And from thence to Philippi, The 
former name of this city was Dathos. It 
was repaired and adorned by Philip, the 
father of Alexander the Great, and afte» 
him was called Philippi. It was famous 
for having been the place where several 
battles were fought in the civil wars of 
the Romans, and among others, for the 
decisive batde between Brutus and An- 
tony. At this place Brutus killed himself. 
To the church in this place Paul after- 
wards wrote the epistle which bears its 
name, f Which is the chief city of that 
part of Macedonia. This whole regip n 
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13 And on the ^ sabbath we went 
out of the city by a river side, where 
prayer '^was wont to be made: and 
we sat down, and spake unto the 
women which resorted thither, 

14 And a certain woman named 
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city 
of Thyatira, which worshipped God, 
heard us: whose heart * the Lord 

^sabbath-day «c.21,5. t Luke 24.45. 

had been conquered by the Romans un- 
der Paulus Emilius. By him it was di- 
vided into four parts or provinces. {Livy.) 
The Syriac version renders it, " a city of 
xhe first part of Macedonia;" and there is 
a medal extant which also describes this 
region by this name. It has been pro- 
posed, therefore, to alter the Greek text 
in accordance with this, since it is known 
that Amphipolis was made the chief city 
by Paulus Emilius. But it may be re- 
marked, that although Amphipolis was 
the chief city in the time of Paulus Emi- 
lius, it may have happened that in the 
lapse of two hundred and twenty years 
from that time, Philippi might have be- 
come the most extensive and splendid 
city. The Greek here may also mean 
simply that this was the first city to which 
they arrived in their travels. ■ IT And a 
colony. This is a Latin word, and means 
that this was a Roman colony. The word 
denotes a city or province which was 
planted or occupied by Roman citizens. 
On one of the coins now extant, it is re- 
corded that Julius Csesar bestowed the 
advantages and dignity of a colony on 
Philippi, which Augustus afterwards con- 
fh*med and augmented. See Roh. CaL 
Art. Philippi. '^ Certain days. Some days. 
13. Arui on the Sabbath. There is no 
doubt that in this city there were Jews. 
In the time of the apostles they were scat- 
tered extensively throughout the known 
world. ^ By a river side. What river 
this was, is not known. It is known, how- 
ever, that the Jews were accustomed to 
provide water, or to build their syna- 
gogues and oratories near water, for the 
convenience of the numerous washings 
before and during t'.ieir religious services. 
T Where prayer. Where there was a 
proseiichcB, or place of prayer ; or where 
prayer was commonly offered. The Greek 
will bear either; but the sense is the 
same. Places for prayer were erected 
by the Jews in the vicinity of cities and 
towns, and particularly where there were 
not Jewish families enough, or where 
they were forbidden by the rrKigistrate to 
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opened, that she attended unto the 
things vv^hich were spoken of Paul. 

15 And when she was baptized, 
and her household, she besought *> 
us, saying, If ye have judged me 
to be faithful to the Lord, come into 
my house, and abide there. And she 
constrained us. 

16 And it came to pass, as we 

c Heb.13.2. 



erect a synagogue. These proseuchce, or 
places of p'-ayer, were simple enclosures 
made of stones in a grove, or under a tree, 
where there would be a retired and con 
venient place for worship. IT Was wont 
Was accustomed to be offered ; or where 
it was established by custom. IT And 
spake unto the women, &c. This was pro- 
bably before the regular service of the 
place commenced. 

14. A seller of purple. Purple was a 
most valuable colour, obtained usually 
from shell-fish. It was chiefly worn by 
princes and by the rich ; and the traffic in 
it might be veiy profitable. IT The city 
of Thyatira. This was a city of Lydia. 
in Asia Minor, now called Ak-hsar. The 
art of dyuig was particularly cultivated, 
as appears from an inscription found 
there. (See Kuinoel.) IT Which worship- 
ped God. A religious woman, a prose- 
lyte. Note, ch. xiii. 16. IT Whose heart the 
Lord opened. See Note, Luke xxiv. 45, 

15. And when she was baptized. Appa- 
rently without any delay. Comp. Acts ii, 
41 ; viii. 38. Tt was usual to be baptized 
immediately on believing. ^ And her 
household. Greek, Her house (5 olnog ^vr'^g).. 
Her family. No mention is made of their 
having believed. And the case is one 
that affords a strong presumptive proof 
that this was an instance of household or 
infant baptism. For, (1.) Her believing is 
particularly mentioned. (3.) It is not in 
timated that they believed. On the con 
trary, it is strongl)^ implied that they did 
not. (3.) It is manifestly implied that they 
were baptized because she believed. It 
was the offering of her family to <he Lord 
It is just such an account as would now 
be given of a household or family that 
were baptized on the faith of the parent. 
IT If ye have judged me to be faithful. If 
you deem me a Christian, or a believer. 
^ And she constrained us. She urged us. 
This was an instance of great hospitality 
and also an evidence of her desire for fur« 
ther instruction in the doctrines of reli- 
gion. 

16. Asi we went to prayer Greek, A 
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went to prayer, a certain damsel 
possessed * with a spirit of ' divi- 
nation met ns, which brought her 
masters much gain ^ by soothsay- 
ing : 

17 The same followed Paul and 
us, and cried, saying, These men 
are the servants of the most high*' 

a ISam.28.7. i or, Python. b c.19.24. 

6Gea.l4,l8-22. 

we were going to the proseuchcs, the place 
of prayer, ver. 13. Whether this was on 
the same day in which the conversion of 
Lydia occurred, or at another time, is not 
mentioned by the historian. IT A certain 
damsel. A maid, a young woman. ^Pos- 
sessed with a spirit of divination. Gr. Fy- 
ihon. See the margin. Python, or Py thios, 
was one of the names of Apollo, the Gre- 
cian god of the fine arts, of music, poetry, 
medicine, and eloquence. Of these he was 
esteemed to have been the inventor. He 
was reputed to be the third son of Jupiter 
and Latona. He had a celebrated temple 
and oracle at Delphi, which was resorted 
to from all parts of the world, and which 
was perhaps the only oracle th^x was in 
universal repute. The name Python is 
said to have been given him because, as 
soon as he was born, he destroyed with 
arrows a serpent of that name, that had 
been sent by Juno to persecute Latona ; 
hence his common name was ike Pythian 
Apollo. He had temples on mount Par- 
nassus, at Delphi, Delos, Claros, Tenedos, 
&c. , and his worship was almost univer- 
sal. In the celebrated oracle at Delphi, 
the priestess of Apollo pretended to be 
inspired ; became violently agitated during 
the periods of pretended inspiration, and 
during those periods gave such responses 
to inquirers as were regarded as the ora- 
cles of the god. Others would also make 
pretensions to such inspiration ; and the 
art of fortune-telling, or of jugglery, was 
extensively practised, and was the source 
of much gain. See Note, ch viii. 8—10. 
What was the cause of this extensive de- 
lusion in regard to the oracle at Delphi, 
it is not necessajy now to inquire. It is 
plain that Paul regarded this as a case of 
demoniacal possession and treated it ac- 
cordingly. ^ Her misters. Those in whose 
employ she w^as. IT By soothsaying. Pre- 
tending to foretell future events. 

17. TJie same followed Paul, &c. Why 
she aid this, or under what pretence, the 
sacred writer has not informed us. Vari- 
ous conjectures have been formed of the 
reason why this was done. It may have. 
?T 



God, which shew unto us the way 
of ^ salvation. 

18 And this she did many days. 
But Paul, being grieved, turned and 
said ^ to the spirit, I command thee 
in the name of Jesus Christ, to 
come out of her. And -f he came 
out the same hour. 

d c.18.26. Heb.10.20. c Mark 1.25,34. J Mark 
16.17. 



been, (1.) That as she prophesied for 
gain, she supposed that Paul and Silas 
would reward her if she publicly pro- 
claimed that they were the servants of 
God. Or, (2.) Because she was conscious 
that an evil spirit possessed her, and that 
she feared that Paul and Silas would 
expel that spirit; and that, by proclaiming 
them to be the servants of God, she hoped 
to conciliate their favour. Or, (3.) More 
probably, it was because she saw evident 
tokens of their being sent from God, and 
that their doctrine would prevail ; and by 
proclaiming this she hoped to acquire 
more authority, and a higher reputation 
for being herself inspired. Comp. JVlark 
V. 7. 

18. But Paul, being grieved. Being 
molested, troubled, offended. Paul was* 
grieved, probably, (1.) Because her pre- 
sence was troublesome to him; (2.) Be- 
cause it might be said that he v^as in 
alliance with her, and that his pretensions 
were just like hers; (3.) Because what 
she did was for the sake of gain, and was 
a base imposition ; (4.) Because her state 
was one of bondage and delusion, and it 
was proper to free her from this demoni- 
acal possession ; and, (5.) Because the sys- 
tem under which she was acting was a 
part of a vast scheme of delusion and im- 
posture, which had spread over a large 
portion of the pagan world, and which 
was then holding it in bondage. Through- 
out the Roman empire, the inspiration of 
the priestesses of Apollo was believed in, 
and temples were every where reared to 
perpetuate and celebrate the delusion. 
Against this extensive system of impos- 
ture and fraud, Christianity must oppose 
itself; and this was a favourable instance 
to expose the delusion, and to show the 
power of the Christian religion over all 
the arts and powers of imposture. The 
mere fact that in a very few instances — 
of which this was one — they spoke the 
truth, did not make it improper for Paul 
to interpose. That fact would only tend 
to perpetuate the delusion, and to make 
his interposition more proper and neces 
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19 And when her masters saw 
that the Lope of their gains " was 
gone, they caught Paul and Silas, 
and drew them into ^ the market- 
place, unto ^ the rulers, 

20 An-d brought them to the ma- 

a Mark c,19.24,27. i or, cmirt. b Matt.10.18. 

Eary. The expulsion of the evil spirit 
would also aflbrd a signal proof of the 
fact that the apostles were really from 
God. A far better proof than her noisy 
and troublesome proclamation of it would 
furnish. *?[ In the name of Jesus Christ. 
Or, by the authority of Jesus Christ. See 
Note, ch. iii. 6. 

1 9. The hope of their gains was gone. It 
was this that troubled and enraged them. 
And this is as likely to enrage men as 
any thing. Instead of regarding the act 
as proof of divine power, they were intent 
only on their profits. And their indigna- 
tion furnishes a remarkable illustration 
of the fixedness with which men will re- 
gard wealth ; of the fact that the love of it 
will blind them to all the truths of reli- 
gion, and all the proofs of the power and 
presence of God ; and of the fact that a7iy 
interposition of divine power that destroys 
their hopes of gain, fills them with wrath 
and hatred and murmurmg. Many a man 
has been opposed to God and his gospel, 
because, if religion should be extensively 
prevalent, the hopes of gain would be 
gone. Many a slave-dealer, and many 
a trafficker in ardent spirits, and many a 
man engaged in other unlawful modes 
of gain, have been unwilling to abandon 
their employments, simply because the 
hopes of their gain would be destroyed. 
No small part of the opposition to the gos- 
pel arises from the fact, that if embraced, 
it would strike at so much of the dishon- 
ourable employments of men, and make 
them honest and conscientious, f The 
market-place. The court or forum. The 
market-place was a place of concourse ; 
and the courts were often held in or near 
those places. IF The rulers. The term 
used here refers commonly to civil ma- 
gtstrates. 

20. And brought them to the magistrates. 
To the military rulers ((TT^aTup^oT;), or pr^- 
tors. Phillippi was a Roman colony ; and 
it is probable that the officers of the army 
exercised the double function of civil and 
military rulers. IT Do exceedingly trouble 
our city. In what way they did it they 
specify in the next verse. The charge 
which they wished to substantiate was, 
that of being disturbers of the public 
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gistrates, saying, These men, being 
Jews, do exceedingly trouble "^ our 
city, 

21 And teach customs which are 
not lawful for us to receive, neither 
to observe, being Romans. 

c IKings 18.17. c.17.6. 



peace. All at once they became con 
scientious. They forgot the subject of 
their gains, and were greatly distressed 
about the violation of the laws. There 
is nothing that will make men more hy 
pocritically conscientious, than to de- 
nounce, and detect, and destroy their un- 
lawful and dishonest practices. Men who 
are thus exposed, become suddenly filled 
with reverence for the law or for religion ; 
and they, who have heretofore cared no- 
thing for either, become greatly alarmed 
lest the public peace should be disturbed 
Men slumber quietly in sin, and pursue 
their wicked gains ; they hate or despise 
all law and all forms of religion ; but the 
moment their course of life is attacked 
and exposed, they become fuU of zeal for 
laws that they would not themselves hesi- 
tate to violate, and for the customs of re- 
ligion, which in their hearts they the 
roughly despise. Worldly-minded men 
often thus complain that their towns, and 
cities, and villages are disturbed by re- 
vivals of religion ; and the preaching of 
the truth and attacking vice often arouses 
this hypocritical conscientiousness, ana 
makes them alarmed for the laws, and foi 
religion, and for order, which they at 
other times, are the first to disturb and 
disregard. 

21. And teach customs. The word cus- 
toms here (g3->i) refers to religious rites or 
forms of worship. See Note, ch. vi. 14. 
They meant to charge the apostles with 
introducing a new mode of worship and 
a new religion, which was unauthorized 
by the Roman laws. This was a cunning 
and artful accusation. It is perfectly evi- 
dent that they cared nothing either for 
the religion of the Romans or of the Jews. 
Nor were they really concerned about 
any change of religion, Paul had de- 
stroyed their hopes of gain ,* and as they 
could not prevent that except by securing 
his punishment or expulsion, and as they 
had no way of revenge except by en- 
deavouring to excite indignation against 
him and Silas for violating the laws, 
they endeavoured to convict them of such 
violation. This is one, among many in- 
stances, where wicked and unprincipled 
men will endeavour to make religion the 
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'22 AdcI the multitude rose up to- 
gether against them : and the ma- 
gistrates rent off their clothes, and 
coiYimanded. to beat them, 

23 And when they had laid many 
^. stripes upon them, they cast them 

a 2Cor.6.D; 11.23,25. I Thess.2.22. 

means of promoting their own interest. 
If they can make money by it, they will 
become its professed friends; or if they 
can annoy Christians, they will at once 
have remarkable zeal for the laws and 
for the purity of religion. Many a man 
opposes revivals of religion and the real 
progress of evangelical piety, from pro- 
fessed zeal for truth and order. IT Which 
are not lawful for us to receive. There 
were laws of tlie Roman empire under 
which they might shield themselves in 
this charge, though itJs evident that their 
zeal was, not because they loved the laws 
more, but because they loved Christianity 
less. Thus Servius on Virgil, ^nead, 
viii. 187, says, " Care was taken among 
the Athenians and the Romans, that no 
one should introduce new religions. It 
was on this account that Socrates was 
condemned, and the Chaldeans or Jews 
were banished from the city." Cicero 
^de Legibus ii. 8) says, " No person shall 
have any separate gods, or new ones ; 
nor shall he privately worship any strange 
jods, unless they be publicly allowed." 
Wetstein (in loco) says, "The Romans 
would indeed allow foreigners to worship 
their own gods, but not unless it were 
done secretly, so that the worship of fo- 
reign gods would not interfere with the 
allowed worship of the Romans, and so 
that occasion for dissension and contro- 
versy might be avoided. Neither was it 
lawful among the Romans to recommend 
a new religion to the citizens, contrary to 
thait which was confirmed and established 
by the public authority, and to call off the 
people from that. It was on this account 
that there was such a hatred of the Ro- 
mans against the Jews." (KuinoeL) Ter- 
tullian says, that "there was a decree 
that no god should be consecrated, unless 
approved by the senate." (Grotiiis.) See 
many other authorities quoted in bishop 
Watson's "Apology for Christianity." 
IT To observe. To do. IF Being Romans, 
Having the privileges of Roman citizens. 
Note, ver, 12. 

22. And the m.iiUitiule, Sic. It is evi- 
dent that this was done in a popular tu- 
multi and without even the form of law. 
Of this, Paul afterwards justly complairi- 



into prison, charging the jailer to 
keep them safely : 

24 Who having received such a 
charge, thrust them into the inner 
prison, and made their feet fast in 
the stocks. 



ed, as it was a violation of the privileges 
of a Roman citizen, and contrary to the 
laws. See Note, ver. 37. It was one in- 
stance in which men affect great zeal for 
the honour of the law, and yet are among 
the first to disregard it. if And the ma- 
gistrates, ver. 20. They who should have 
been their protectors until they had had a 
fair trial according to law. IF Rent off 
their clothes. This was always done 
when one was to be scourged or whip- 
ped. The criminal was usually stripped 
entirely naked. Livy says (ii. 5), "The 
iictors, being sent to inflict punishment, 
beat them with rods, being naked." Ci- 
cero against Verres says, *' He commanded 
the man to be seized, and to be stripped 
naked in the midst of the forum, and to 
be bound, and rods to be brought." ^Atid 
commanded to beat them. 'P«/35't^£<v. To 
beat them with rods. This was donc[ by 
Iictors, whose office it was, and was a 
common mode of punishment among the 
Romans. Probably Paul alludes to this 
when he says (2 Cor. xi. 25), "Thrice was 
I beaten with rods." 

23. And when they had laid many stripes 
on them. The Jews were by law prohi 
bited from inflicting more than forty 
stripes, and usually inflicted but thirty- 
nine. 2 Cor. xi. 24. But there was no 
such law among the Romans. They 
were unrestricted in regard to the number 
of lashes ; and probably inflicted many 
more. Perhaps Paul refers to this when 
he says (Z Cor. xi. 23), " In stripes above 
measure," i. e. beyond the usual measure 
among the Jews, or beyond moderation. 
'^ They cast them into prison. The ma- 
gistrates (ver. 36, 37), as a punishment; 
and probably with a view hereafter of 
taking vengeance on them, more accord 
ing to the forms of law. 

24. Thrust them into the inner prison. 
Into the most retired and secure part ot 
the prison. The cells in the interior of 
the prison would be regarded as more 
safe, being doubtless more protected, and 
the difficulty of escape would be greater 
IF And made their feet fast in the stocks 
Greek, And made their feet secure ta 
wood. The word stocks, with us, denotes 
a machine made of two pieces of timber 



Hosted by 



Google 



33g 



THE ACTS. 



[A. D 53 



25 And at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed ** and sang* praises 
unto God: and the prisoners heard 
them 

36 And suddenly there was a 

a Jain.5.13. b Ps.34.1. 

between which the feet of the criminals 
are placed, and in which they are thus 
made secure. The account here does not 
imply necessarily that they were secured 
precisely in this way, but that they were 
fastened or secured by the feet, probably 
by cords, to a piece or beam of wood, so 
that they could not escape. It is sup- 
posed that the legs of the prisoners were 
bound to large pieces of wood, which not 
only encumbered them, but which often 
were so placed as to extend their feet to 
a considerable distance. In this condition 
it might be necessary for them to lie on 
their backs; and if this, as is probable, 
was on the cold ground, after their severe 
scourging, their sufferings must have been 
very great. Yet in the midst of this they 
sang praises to God. 

25. A7id at midnight. Probably their 
painful posture, the sufferings of their re- 
cent scourging, prevented their sleeping. 
Yet though they had no repose, they had 
a quiet conscience, and the supports of 
religion. IT Frayed. Though they had 
suffered much, yet they had reason to ap- 
prehend more. They sought, therefore, 
the sustaining grace of God. IT And sang 
praises. Nothing but religion would have 
enabled them to do this. They had en- 
dured much, but they had cause still for 
gratitude. A Christian may find more 
true joy in a prison, than the monarch on 
his throne. ^ And the prisoners heard 
them. And doubtless with astonishment. 
Prayer and praise were not common in a 
prison. The song of rejoicing and the 
language of praise is not usual among 
men lying bound in a dungeon. From 
this narrative we may learn, (1.) That the 
Christian has the sources of his happiness 
within him. External circumstances can- 
not destroy his peace and joy. In a dun- 
geon he may find as real happiness as 
on a throne. On the cold earth, beaten 
and bruised, he may be as truly happy as 
on a bed of down. (2.) The enemies of 
Christians cannot destroy their peace.. 
They may incarcerate the body, but they 
cannot bind the spirit. They may ex- 
clude from earthly comforts, but they 
cannot shut them out from the presence 
and sustaining grace o^ God. (3.) We 
gee the value of a good conscience. No- 
thing else can give peace ; and amidst 



great earthquake, so*' that the foun 
dations of the prison were shaken : 
and immediately^ all the doois 
were opened, and every one's bands 
were loosed. 

cc.4.31. dlsa.42.7. c.5.19; 12.7,10. 



the wakeful hours of the night, whether 
in a dungeon or on a bed of sickness, it ii3 
of more value than all the wealth of the 
world. (4.) We see the inestimable 
worth of the religion of Christ. It fits 
for all scenes ; supports in all trials ,* up- 
holds by day or by night; inspires the 
soul with confidence in God ; and puts 
into the lips the songs of praise and 
thanksgiving. (5.) We have here a sub- 
lime and holy scene, which sin and infi- 
delity could never furnish. What more 
sublime spectacle has the earth witnessed 
than that of scourged and incarcerated 
men, suffering from unjust and cruel in- 
flictions, and anticipating still greater 
sorrows; yet, with a calm mind, a pure 
conscience, a holy joy, pouring forth their 
desires and praises at midnight, into the 
ear of the God who always hears prayer ! 
T,he darkness, the stillness, the loneliness, 
all give sublimity to the scene, and teach 
us how invaluable is the privilege of ac- 
cess to the throne of mercy in this suffer- 
ing world. 

26. And suddenly. While they were 
praying and singing. %A great earth- 
quake. Matt, xxviii. 2. An earthquake, 
in such circumstances, was regarded as a 
symbol of the presence of God, and as an 
answer to prayer. See Note, ch. iv. 31. 
The design of this was, doubtless, to fur- 
nish them proof of the presence and pro- 
tection of God, and to provide a way for 
them to escape. It was one among the 
series of wonders by which the gospel 
was established, and the early Christians 
protected amidst their dangers. ^ And 
immediately all the doors were opened. An 
effect that would naturally follow from 
the violent concussion of the earthquake. 
Comp. ch. V. 19. IT Every one's bands 
were loosed. This was evidently a mi- 
racle, ^ome have supposed that their 
chains were dissolved by electric fluid ; 
but the narrative gives no account of any 
such fluid, even supposing such an effect 
to be possible. It was evidently a direct 
interposition of divine power. But for 
what purpose it was done is not recorded. 
Grotius supposes that it was that they 
might know that the apostles might be 
useful to them and to others, and that by 
them their spiritual bonds might be loosed 
Probably the design was to impress all the 
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27 And the keeper of the prison i voice, saying, Do thyself ^ no harm ; 



■dwalring out of his sleep, and see- 
ing the prison doors open, he drew 
out his sword, and would have kill- 
ed himself, supposing that the pri- 
soners had been fled. 

28 But "^ Paul cried with a loud 

a Fr3v.24.11,12. lThess.5.15. 



for we are all here. 

29 Then he called for a light, 
and sprang in, and came trem- 
bling, '^ and fell down before Paul 
and Silas : 

30 And brought them out, and 

iEccl.5.17. cJer.5.22. 



prisoners with the conviction of the pre- 
sence and power of God, and thus to pre- 
pare them to receive the message of life 
from the lips of his servants Paul and Si- 
las. They had just before heard them 
singing and praying; they were aware, 
doubtless, of the cause for which they 
were imprisoned ; they saw evident to- 
kens that they were the servants of the 
Most High, and under his protection ; and 
their own minds were impressed and 
awed by the terrors of the earthquake, 
and by the fact of tneir own hberation. 
It renders this scene the more remarkable, 
that ihough the doors were opened, and 
the prisoners loosed, yet no one made any 
attempt to escape. 

27. Would have killed himself. This 
was all done in the midst of agitation and 
alarm. He supposed that the prisoners 
had fled. He presumed that their escape 
would be charged on him. It was cus- 
tomary to hold a jailer responsible for the 
safe keeping of prisoners, and to subject 
him to the punishment due them, if he 
suffered them to escape. See ch. xii. 19. 
It should be added, that it was common 
and approved among the Greeks and Ro- 
mans for a man to commit suicide when 
he was encompassed with dangers from 
which he could not escape. Thus Cato 
was guilty of self-murder in Utica; and 
thus, at this very place — at Philippi — ^^Bru- 
tus and Cassius, and many of their friends, 
fell on their own swords, and ended their 
lives by suicide. The custom was thus 
sanctioned by the authority and example 
of the great; and we are not to wonder 
that the jailer, in a moment of alarm, 
should also attempt to destroy his own 
life. It is not one of the least benefits of 
Christianity, that it has proclaimed the 
evil of seljf-murder, and that it has done 
so much to drive it from the world. 

28. Do thyself no harm. This is the 
solemn command of religion in his case, 
and in all others. It enjoins on men to 
do themselves no harm — by self murder, 
whether by the sword, the pistol, the hal- 
ter or by intemperance, and lust, and 
dissipation. In all cases, Christianity 
ieeks the true welfare of man. In all 
cases, if it were obeyed, men would do 

u2 



themselves no harm. They would pro- 
mote their own best interests here, and 
their eternal welfare hereafter. 

29. Then he called for a light. Greek, 
Lights, in the plural. Probably several 
torches were brought by his attendants. 
If And came iremhlijig. Alarmed at the 
earthquake, and amazed that the prison* 
ers were still there, and probably not a 
little confounded at the calmness of Paul 
and Silas, and overwhelmed at the proof 
of the presence of God. Comp. Jer. v. 22, 
" Fear ye not me, saith the Lord ? will ye 
not tremble at my presence ?" &c. IT And 
fell down, &c. This was an act of pro- 
found reverence. See Note, Matt. ii. 11. 
It is evident that he regarded them as the 
favourites of God, and was constrained to 
recognise them in their character as reli- 
gious teachers, 

30. And brought them out. From the 
prison, f Sirs. Greek, /cy^'os lords — an 
address of respect ; a title usually given to 
masters, or owners of slaves, f What 
must I do to he saved? Never was a more 
important question asked than this. It is 
evident that by this question he did not 
refer to any danger to which he might be 
exposed from what had happened. For 
(1.) The apostles evidently understood 
him as referring to his eternal salvation, 
as is manifest from their answer ; since to 
believe on the Lord Jesus would have no 
effect in saving him from any danger of 
punishment to which he might be expos- 
ed from what had occurred. (2.) He could 
scarcely consider himself as exposed to 
punishment by the Romans. The prison- 
ers were all safe; none had escaped, or 
showed any disposition to escape : and be- 
sides, for the earthquake and its effects he 
could not be held responsible. It is not 
improbable that there was much confu- 
sion in his mind. There would be a rush 
of many thoughts ; a state of agitation 
and alarm, and fear ; and in view of all 
he would naturally ask those whom hg 
now saw to be men sent by God, and un 
der his protection, what he should do tf 
obtain the favour of that great P«eing undei 
whose protection he saw tnat they mani- 
festly were Perhaps the following 
thoughts might have gone to produce this 
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said, Sirs, what * must I do to be 
saved ? 

ac.2.37;9.6. 

State of agitation and alarm. (1.) They 
had been designated by the Pythoness 
(ver. 17) as religious teachers sent from 
God, and appointed to " show the way of 
salvation'' and in her testimony he might 
have been disposed to put confidence, or 
it might now be brought fresh to his re- 
collection. (2.) He manifestly saw that they 
were under the protection of God. A re- 
markable interposition — an earthquake — 
an event which all the heathen regarded 
as ominous of the presence of the divinity 
— had showed this. (3.) The guilt of their 
imprisonment might rush upon his mind ; 
and he might suppose that he, the agent 
of the imprisonment of the servants of 
God, would be exposed to his displeasure. 
(4.) His own guilt in attempting his own 
life might overwhelm him with alarm. 
(5.) The whole scene was fitted to show 
him the need of the protection and friend- 
ship of the God that had thus interposed. 
In this state of agitation and alarm, the 
apostles directed him to the only source 
of peace and safety — the blood of the 
atonement. The feelings of an awaken- 
ed sinner are often strikingly similar to 
those of this jailer. He is agitated, alarm- 
ed, and fearful ; he sees that he is a sin- 
ner, and trembles ; the sins of his life rush 
over his memory, and fill him with deep 
anxiety, and he inquires what he must do 
to be saved. Often too, as here, the pro- 
vidence of God is the means of awaken- 
ing the sinner, and of leading to this in- 
quiry. Some alarming dispensafion con- 
vinces him that God is near, and that the 
Boul is in danger. The loss of health, or 
property, or of a friend, may thus alarm 
the soul; or the presence of the pesti- 
lence, or any fearful judgment, may ar- 
rest the attention, and lead to the inquiry, 
" What must I do to be saved ?" Reader, 
have you ever made this inquiry ? Have 
you ever, like the heathen jailer at Phi- 
lippi, seen yourself to be a lost sinner, and 
been willing to ask the way to life? 

In this narrative we see the contrast 
which exists in periods of distress and 
alarm between Christians and sinners. 
The guilty jailer was all agitation, fear, 
distress, and terror ; the apostles, all peace, 
calmness, joy. The one was filled with 
thoughts of self murder; the others, intent 
on saving life and doing good. This dif- 
ference is to be traced to religion. It was 
confii'ence in God that gave peace to 
them. ; it was the want of that, which led 
to agitation and alarm in him. It is so 



31 And they said, Believe ^ on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 

b Hab.2.4. Jno,3.16,36; 6.47. c.13.39. 



Still. In the trying scenes of this life, ths 
same diflference is still seen. In bereave 
ments, in sickness, in times of pestilenci^, 
in death, it is still so. The Christian is 
calm ; the sinner is agitated and alarmed, 
The Christian can pass through such 
scenes with peace and joy ; to the sinner, 
they are scenes of terror and of dread. 
And thus it will be beyond the grave. In 
the morning of the resurrection, the Chris- 
tian will rise with joy and triumph ; the 
sinner, with fear and horror. And thus 
at the judgment-seat. Calm and serene^ 
the saint shall witness the solemnities oi 
that day, and triumphantly hail the Judge 
as his friend : fearful and trembling, the 
sinner shall regard these solemnities, and 
with a soul filled with horror, shall listen 
to the sentence that consigns him to eter- 
nal wo! With what solicitude, then, should 
we seek, without delay, an interest in thai 
religion which alone can give peace to 
the soul ! 

31. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This was a simple, a plain, and an effec- 
tual direction. They did not dn-ect him 
to use the means of grace, to pray, or to 
continue to seek for salvation. They did 
not advise him to delay, or to wait for the 
mercy of God. They told him to believe 
at once; to commit his agitated, and 
guilty, and troubled spirit to the Saviour, 
with the assurance that he should find 
peace. They presumed that he would 
understand what it was to believe ; and 
they commanded him to do the thing. And 
this was the uniform direction which the 
early preachers gave to those inquiring 
the way to life. See Note, Matt. xvi. 16. 
Comp. Note, Acts viii. 22. IT And thy 
house. And thy family. That is, the same 
salvation is equally adapted to, and oflfered 
to your family. It does not mean that his 
family would be saved simply by his be- 
lieving ; but that the offers had reference 
to them as well as to himself; that they 
might be saved as well as he. His atten- 
tion was thus called at once, as every 
man's should be, to his family. He was 
reminded that they needed salvation ; and 
he was presented with the assurance that 
they might unite with him in the peace 
and joy of redeeming mercy. Comp. 
Note, ch. ii. 39. It may he implied here 
that the faith of a father may be ex- 
pected to be. the means of the salvation 
of his family It often is so in fact : but 
the direct meaning of this is, tb'it salva 
tion was offered to his family as well as 
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slialt be saved, and thy " house. 

32 And they spake unto him the 
word of the Lord, and * to all that 
were in his house. 

33 And he took them the same 
hour of the night, and washed their 
stripes ; and was baptized, he, and 
all his, straightway. 

34 And when he had brought 
them into his house, he set meat *= 

ac.2.39. i Rom.1.14,16. Luke 5.29, 



himself; implying that if thBy believed, 
they should also be saved. 

32. To all that were in his house. Old 
and young. They instructed them in the 
doctrines of religion, and doubtless in the 
nature of the ordinances of the gospel, and 
then baptized the entire family. 

33. And he took them. To a convenient 
place for washing. It is evident from 
this, that though the apostles had the gift 
of miracles, that they did not exercise it 
in regard to their own sufferings, or to 
heal their own wounds. They restored 
others to health ; not themselves. H And 
washed their stripes. The wounds which 
had been inflicted by the severe scourg- 
ing which they had received the night 
before. We have here a remarkable in- 
stance of the effect of religion in produc- 
ing humanity and tenderness. This same 
man, a few hours before, had thrust them 
into the inner prison, and made them fast 
in the stocks. He evidently had then 
no concern about their stripes or their 
wounds. But no sooner was he convert- 
ed, and his heart changed, than one of his 
first acts was an act of humanity. He 
saw them suffering ; he pitied them, and 
hastened to minister to them and to heal 
their wounds. Till the time of Christian- 
icy, there never had been a hospital or an 
almshouse. Nearly all the hospitals for 
the sick since, have been reared by Chris- 
tians. They who are most ready to mi- 
nister to the sick and dying are Chris- 
tians. They who are willing to encoun- 
ter the pestilential damps of dungeons to 
aid the prisoner, are, like Howard, Chris- 
tians, Who ever saw an infidel attending 
a dying bed, if he could help it? and 
where has infidelity ever reared a hospi- 
tal or an almshouse, or made provisioii 
for the widow and the fatherless ? Often 
one of the most striking changes that oc- 
curs in conversion is seen in the disposi- 
tion to be kind and humane to the suffer- 
ing. Comp. Jam(5s i. 27. IT And was bap- 
tized. This was done straightway ; that 
IS immediately. As it is altogether im 



before them, and rejoiced, ^ believ- 
ing in God with all his house. 

35 And when it was day, the 
magistrates sent the Serjeants, say- 
ing. Let those men go. 

36 And the keeper of the prison 
told this saying, to Paul, The ma- 
gistrates have sent to let you go : 
now therefore depart, and go in 
peace. 

dBom.5.11. 

probable that either in his house or in the 
prison there would be water sufficient for 
immersing them, there is every reason to 
suppose that this was performed in some 
other mode. All the circumstances lead 
us to suppose that it was not by immer- 
sion. It was at the dead of night ; in a 
prison; amidst much agitation ; and evi- 
dently performed in haste. 

34. He set meat before them. Food. Gr. 
He placed a table. The word meat for- 
merly meant food of all kinds. ^ And 
rejoiced. This was the effect of believ- 
ing. Religion produces joy. See Note, 
ch. viii. 8. He was free from danger and 
alarm ; he had evidence that his sins were 
forgiven, and that he was the friend of 
God. The agitating and alarming scenes 
of the night had passed away; the pri- 
soners were safe; and religion, with its 
peace, and pardon, and rejoicings, had 
visited his family. What a change to be 
produced in one night ! What a difference 
between the family, when Paul was thrust 
into prison, and when he was brought out 
an'd received as an honoured guest* at the 
very table of the renovated jailer ! Such 
a change would Christianity produce in 
every family, and such joy would it dif- 
fuse through every household. IF With 
all his house. With all his family. Whe- 
ther they believed before they were bap- 
tized, or after, is not declared. But the 
whole narrative would lead us to sup- 
pose, that as soon as the jailer believed, 
he and all his family were baptized. It 
is subsequently added, that they beheved 
also. The joy arose from the fact, that 
they all believed the gospel ; the baptism 
appears to have been performed on ac- 
count of the faith of the head of the fa 
mily. 

35. And when it was day., &c. It is evi 
dent from the narrative that it was not 
contemplated at first to release theni so 
soon. ver. 22 — 24. But it is not known 
what produced this change of purpose in 
the magistrates. It is probable, however 
that they had been brought to reflection, 
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37 But Paul said unto them, 
They have beaten us openly un- 
condemned, ^ being Romans, and 



somewhat as the jailer had, by the earth- 
quake; and that their consciences had 
been troubled by the fact, that in order 
to please the multitude, they had caused 
strangers to be beaten and imprisoned 
without trial, and contrary to the Roman 
laws. An earthquake is always fitted to 
alarm the guilty ; and among the Romans 
it was regarded as an omen of the anger 
of the gods, and was therefore fitted to pro- 
duce agitation and remorse. Their agi- 
tation and alarm were shown by the fact 
that they sent the officers as soon as it was 
day. The judgments of God are eminent- 
ly adapted to alarm sinners. Two an- 
cient MSS. read this, " The magistrates, 
who were alarmed bi/ the earthquake, sent," 
&c. (Doddridge.) Whether this reading 
be genuine or not, it doubtless expresses 
the true cause of iheir sending to release 
thfc apostles. '^ The sergeants. £«SJou%ous. 
Literally, those having rods ; the lictors. 
These were public officers, who went be- 
fore, magistrates with the emblems of au- 
thority. In Rome, they bore before the 
senators the fasces ,' that is, a bundle of 
rods with an axe in its centre, as a sym- 
bol of office. They performed somewhat 
the same office as a beadle in England, 
or as a constable in our courts. 

37. They have beaten us openly uncon- 
demned. There are three aggravating 
circumstances mentioned, of which Paul 
complains. (1.) That they had been 
beaten, contrary to the Roman laws. {2.'\ 
That it had been public ; the disgrace had 
been m the presence of the people, and, 
the reparation ought to be as public ; and, 
(3.) That it had been done without a trial, 
and while they were uncondemned ; and 
therefore the magistrates ought them- 
selves to come and release them, and ihus 
publicly acknowledge their error. Paul 
knew the privileges of a Roman citizen ; 
and at proper times, when the interests 
of justice and religion required it, he did 
not hesitate to assert them. In all this, 
he understood and accorded wdth the 
Roman laws. The Valerian law declared, 
that if a citizen appealed from the magis- 
trate to the people, it should not be lawful 
for the magistrate to beat him with rods, 
or to behead him. Plutarch, Life of P. 
Valerius Publicola. Livy, ii. 8. By the 
Poreian law, it was expressly forbidden 
that a citizen should be beaten. Livy, iv. 
9 Cicero (Pro. Rabir ch. 4) says, that 



have cast us into prison \ and now 
do they thrust us out privily 1 Nay, 
verily; but let them cOiOae them? 



the body of every Roman citizen was in- 
violable. " The Poreian law," he adds, 
" has removed the rod from the body of 
every Roman citizen." And in his cele- 
brated oration against Verres, he says, 
" A Roman citizen was beaten with rods 
in the forum, O judges; where, in the 
mean time, no groan, no other voice of 
this unhappy man was heard, except the 
cry, * I am a Roman citizen !' Take away 
this hope," he says, "take away this de- 
fence from the Roman citizens, let there 
be no protection in the cry I am a Roman 
citizen, and the pra?tor can with impunity 
inflict any punishment on him who dc' 
clares himself a citizen of Rome," &c. 
IT Being Romans. Being Romans, or hav- 
ing the privilege of Roman citizens. They 
were born Jews, but they claimed thai 
they were Roman citizens, and had a 
right to the privileges of citizenship. On 
the ground of this claim, and the reason 
why Paul claimed to be a Roman citizen, 
see Notes, ch. xxii. 28, IT Privily. Pri- 
vately. The release should be as public 
as the unjust act of imprisonment. As 
they have publicly attempted to disgrace 
us, so they should as publicly acquit us. 
This was a matter of mere justice ; and as 
it was of great importance to their charac- 
ter and success, they insisted on it. II Nay, 
verily ; but let them come, &c. It was pro- 
per that they should be required to do 
this, (1.) Because they had been illegally 
imprisoned, and the injustice of the ma- 
gistrates should be acknowledged. (2.) 
Because the Roman laws had been vio* 
lated, and the majesty of the Roman peo- 
ple thus insulted, and honour should be 
done to the laws. (3.) Injustice had been 
done to Paul and Silas, and ihey had a 
right to demand just treatment and protec- 
tion. (4.) Such a public act on the part 
of the magistrates would strengthen the 
young converts, and show them that the 
apostles were not guilty of a violation of 
the Uws. (5.) It would tend to the honoui 
andtothefurtherance of religion. It would 
be a public acknowledgment of their ir no 
cence ; and would go far towards lend 
ing to them the sanction of the laws as reli 
gious teachers. We may learn from this 
also, (1.) That though Christianity requires 
meekness in the reception of injuries, yet 
that there are occasions where Christiana 
m.ay insist on their rights accoiding to the 
laws. Comp. John xviii. 23. (2.) That 
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selves, " and fetch us out. 

38 And the Serjeants told these 
words unto the magistrates; and 
they feared, when they heard that 
they were Romans. 

39 And they came and besought ^ 
thern, and brought them out, and 



a DaB.6.18,19. Matt.10.1 



AEx.ll.8.Rev.3.9. 



this is to be done, particularly where the 
honour of rehgion is concerned, and 
where by it the gospel will be promoted. 
A. Christian may bear much as a man in 
a private capacity, and may submit, with- 
out any effort to seek reparation ; but 
where the honour of the gospel is con- 
cerned ; where submission, without any 
effort to obtain justice, might be followed 
by disgrace to the cause of religion, a 
higher obligation may require him to seek 
a vindication of his character, and to claim 
the protection of the laws. His name, and 
character, and influence belong to the 
church. The laws are designed as a pro- 
tection to an injured name, or of violated 
property and rights, and of an endangered 
life. And when that protection can be 
had only by an appeal to the laws, such 
an appeal, as in the case of Paul and Silas, 
is neither vindictive nor improper. My 
private interests I may sacrifice, if I 
choose ; my public name, and character, 
and principles belong to the church and 
the world ; and the laws, if necessary, 
may be called in for their protection. 

38. They feared when they heard, &c. 
They were apprehensive of punishment 
for having imprisoned them in violation 
of the laws of the empire. To punish 
unjustly a Roman citizen was deemed an 
offence to the majesty of the Roman peo- 
ple, and was severely punished by the 
laws. Dionysius Hall. (Ant. Rom.ii.) says, 
that " The punishment appointed for those 
who abrogated or transgressed the Vale- 
rian law was death, and the confiscation 
of his property." The emperor Claudius 
deprived the inhabitants of Rhodes of 
freedom for having crucified some Roman 
citizens. Dio. Cass. lib. 60. (See Kuiiioel 
and Grotius.) 

39. And they came and besought them. 
A most humiliating act for Roman magis- 
trates, but m this case it was unavoidable. 
The apostles had them completely in their 
power, and could easily effect their dis- 
grace and ruin. Probnbly they besought 



desired ''^Acm to depart out of the 
city. 

40 And they went out of tlie 
prison, and entered into the house 
of Lydia : '^ and when they had seen 
the brethren, they comforted therp 
and departed. 



them by declaring them innocent ; by ai* 
firming that they were ignorant that they 
were Roman citizens, &c. IT And desired 
them to depart, &c. Probably, (1.) To save 
their own character, and be secure from 
their taking any further steps to convict 
the magistrates of violating the laws ; and, 
(2.) To evade any further popular tumult 
on their account. This advice they saw 
fit to comply with, after they had seen 
and comforted the brethren, ver. 40. 
They had accomphshed their main pur 
pose in going to Philippi ; they had 
preached the gospel ; had laid the foun- 
dation of a fl:ourishing church (comp. the 
Epistle to the Philippians) ; and they were 
now prepared to prosecute the purpose 
of their agency into surrounding regions. 
Thus, the opposition of the people and the 
magistrates at Philippi was the occasion 
of the founding of the church there ; and 
thus their unkind and inhospitable re- 
quest that they should leave them, was 
the means of the extension of the gospel 
into adjacent regions. 

40. They comforted them. They exhort- 
ed them, and encouraged them to per- 
severe, notwithstanding the opposition and 
persecution which they might meet with. 
IF And departed. That is, Paul and Silas 
departed. It would appear probable that 
Luke and Timothy remained in Philippi, 
or, at least, did not attend Paul and Silas. 
For Luke, who, in ch. xvi. 10, uses the 
first person, and speaks of himself as with 
Paul and Silas, speaks of them now in the 
third person, implying that he was not 
with them until Paul had arrived at 
Troas, where Luke joined him from Phi- 
lippi. ch. XX. 5, 6. In ch. xvii. 14, also, 
Timothy is mentioned as being at Berea 
in company with Silas, from which it ap- 
pears that he did not accompany Paul 
and Silas to Thessalonica. Comp. ch. 
xvii. 1. 4. Paul and Silas, when they de- 
parted trom Philippi, went to Thes&alo 
nica. ch. xvii. I. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

jVT OW when they had passed 
^^ through Amphipolis and Apol- 
lonia, they came to Thessalonica, 
where was a synagogue of the 
Tews : 
2 And Paul, as his manner was," 

a Luke 4.16, c.9.20j 13.5,14. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

1. Amphipolis. This was the capital 
of the eastern province of Macedonia. 
It was originally a colony of the Athe- 
nians ; but under the Romans it was 
made the capital of that part of Mace- 
donia. It was near to Thrace, and was 
situated not far from the mouth of the 
fiver Strymon, which flowed around the 
citi/,and thus occasioned its name, around 
the city. In the middle ages it was called 
Chrysopolis. Tiie village which now 
stands upon the site of the ancient city, 
is called EmpoU or Yamboli, a corruption 
of Amphipolis. (Rob. Cat.) IT And Apol- 
lonia. This city was situated between 
Amphipolis and Thessalonica, and was 
formerly much celebrated for its trade. 
^ They came to Thessalonica. This was 
a seaport of the second part of Macedonia. 
It is situated at the head of the bay Ther- 
maicus. It was niade the capital of the 
second division of Macedonia by ^milius 
Paulus, when he divided the country into 
four districts. It was formerly called 
Therma, but afterwards received the 
name of Thessalonica, either from Cas- 
sander, in honour of his wife Thessalo- 
nica, the daughter of Philip, or in honour 
of a victory which Philip obtained over 
the armies of Thessaly. It was inhabited 
by Greeks, Romans, and Jews. It is now 
called Saloniki, and is a wretched place, 
though it has a population of near sixty 
thousand. In this place a church was 
collected, to which Paul afterwards ad- 
dressed the two epistles to the Thessalo- 
nians. IT Where was a synagogue. Gr. 
Where was the synagogue (>) a-wctywyi]) 
of the Jews. It ihas been remarked by 
Grotius and Kuinoel, that the article used 
here is emphatic, and denotes that there 
was probably no synagogue at Amphipo- 
lis and Apbllonia. This was the reason 
why they passed through those places 
without making any delay. 

2. His manner was. His custom was 
to attend on the worship of the synagogue, 
and to preach the gospel to his country- 
men first, ch. ix. 20 ; xiii. 5. 14. IT Reason- 
ed with them. Discoursed to them, or at- 
tempted to prove that Jesus was the Mes- 



went in unto them, and three sab 
bath-days reasoned with them out 
of the Scriptures, 

3 Opening and alleging, that 
Christ must ^ needs have suffered, 
and risen again from the dead ; and 
that this * Jesus, whom I preach 

b Luke 24.26,46, 0.18.28. Gal.3.1. lThes3.1,5,6. 
I or, whotn, said he, I preach. 



siah. The word used here (Sbxe-yeTQ-, 
means often no more than to make a pub 
lie address or discourse. Note, ch. 3xiv 
25. IT Out of the Scriptures. By man}; 
critics this is connected with the follow- 
ing verse, 'Opening and alleging from 
the Scriptures, that Christ must needs 
have suflered,' &c. The sense is not va- 
ried materially by the change. 

3. Opening, ^tu.voiywv. See Luke, 
xxiv. 32. The word means, to explain, or 
to unfold. It is usually applied to that 
which is shut, as to the eyes, &c. Then 
it means to explain that which is con- 
cealed or obscure. It means here, that 
he explained the Scriptures m their true 
sense. '^ And alleging. ^^qxri^lfMvoq 
Laying down the proposition; that is, 
maintaining that it must be so. IT That 
Christ must needs have suffered. That 
there was a fitness and necessity in his 
dying, as Jesus of Nazareth had donei 
The sense of this will be better seen by 
retaining the word Messiah. * That there 
was a fitness or necessity that the Messiah 
expected by the Jews and predicted in 
their Scriptures, should suffer.' This 
point the Jews were unwilling to admit; 
but it was essential to his argument in 
proving that Jesus was the Messiah, to 
show that it was foretold that he should 
die for the sins of men. On the necessity 
of this, see Note, Luke xxiv. 26, 27 
^ Have suffered. That he should die- 
IT And thai this Jesus. And that this Jesv 
of Nazareth, who has thus suflTered and 
risen, whom, said he, I preach to you, i° 
the Messiah. 

The arguments by which Paul probabiy 
proved that Jesus was the Messiah, were, 
(1.) That he corresponded with the prophe- 
cies respecting him, in the following par 
ticulars. (a) He was born at Bethlehem 
Micah V. 2. (b) He was of the tribe of 
Judah. Gen. xlix. 10. (<?) He was de 
scended from Jesse, and of the royal line 
of David. Isa. xi. 1. 10. (c?) He came a^ 
the time predicted. Dan. ix. 24 — 27. (e' 
His appearance, character, work, &c. cor 
responded with the predictions. Isa. liii 
(2.) His miracles proved that he was the 
MeasmhtfbT he professed to be, and God 
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unto you, is Christ. 

4 And some " of them believed, 
and * consorted with Paul and Si- 
las ; and of the devout Greeks a 
great multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few, 

5 Butthe Jews which believed not, 
moved with envy, took unto them 
certain lewd fellows of the baser 
sort, and gathered a company, and set 
all the city on an uproar, and assault- 
ed the house of Jason, '^ and sought 

ac,28.24. 6 2Cor.8.5. cRom.l6.2l. 



would not work a miracle to confirm the 
claims of an impostor. (3.) For the same 
reason, his resurrection from the dead 
proved that he was the Messiah. 

4. And consorted. Literally, had their 
lot with Paul and Silas; that is, they 
united themselves to them, and became 
their disciples. The word is commonly- 
applied to those who are partakers of an 
inheritance. ^And of the devout Greeks. 
Religious Greeks ; or, of those who wor- 
shipped God. Those are denoted who 
had renounced the worship of idols, and 
who attended on the worship of the sy- 
nagogue, but who were not fully admit- 
ted to the privileges of Jewish proselytes. 
They were called, by the Jew?, proselytes 
of the gate. ^ And of the chief women. 
Note, ch. xiii. 50. 

5. Moved with envy. That they made 
so many converts and met with such 
success. IT Certain lewd fellows of the 
baser sort. This is an unhappy transla- 
tion. The word lewd is not in the original. 
The Greek is, ' And having taken certain 
wicked men of those who were about the 
forum,' or market-place. The forum, or 
market-place, was the place where the 
idle assembled, and where those were 
gathered together that wished to be em- 
ployed. Matt. XX. 3. Many of these would 
be of abandoned character, — the idle, the 
dissipated, and the worthless ,• and, there- 
fore, just the materials for a mob. It does 
not appear that they felt any particular 
interest in the subject; but they were, 
like other mobs, easily excited, und urged 
XI to any acts of violence. The pretence 
)n which the mob was excited was, that 
they had every where produced disturb- 
ance, and that they violated the laws of 
the Roman emperor, ver. 6, 7. It may be 
observed, however, that a mob usually 
regards very little the cause in which 
they are engaged. They may be 'vjused 



to bring therii out to the people. 

6 And when they found them 
not, they drew Jason and certain 
brethren unto the rulers of the city, 
crying. These '^ that have turned 
the world upside down, are com® 
hither also ; 

7 Whom Jason hath received: 
and these all do contrary ' to the 
decrees of Cesar, saying that there 
is another king, one Jesus. 

8 And they troubled / the people. 



d Luke 23.5. c. 16,20. 
/Matt.2.3. Jno.11.48. 



e Luke 23.2. Jno.l9.1it. 



either for or against religion, and become 
as full of zeal for the insulted honour of 
religion as against it. The profane, the 
worthless, and the abandoned thus often 
become violently enraged for the honour 
of religion, and full of indignation and 
tumult against those who a,re accused of 
violating public peace and order. % The 
house (f Jason. Where Paul and Silas 
were. ver. 7. Jason appears to have been 
a relative of Paul, and for this reason it 
was probably that he lodged with him. 
Rom.xvi. 21. 

6. These that have turned the world up - 
side down. That have excited commo- 
tion and disturbance in other places. 
The charge has been often brought 
against the gospel, that it has been the 
occasion of confusion and disorder. 

7. Whom Jason hath received. Has re- 
ceived into his house, and entertained 
kindly. IT These all do contrary to the de- 
crees of Cesar. The charge against them 
was that of sedition and rebellion against 
the Roman emperor. Grotius on this 
verse remarks, that the Roman people, 
and after them the emperors, would not 
permit the name of king to be mentioned 
in any of the vanquished provinces, ex- 
cept by their permission. % Saying that 
there is another king. This was probably 
a charge of mere malignity. They pro- 
bably understood, that when the apostles 
spoke of Jesus as a king, they did not do 
it as of a temporal prince. But it was 
easy to pervert their words, and to give 
plausibility to the accusation. The same 
thing had occurred in regard to the Lord 
Jesus himself Luke xxiii. 2. 

8. And they troubled the people. They 
excited the people to commotion and 
alarm. The rulers feared the tumult 
that was excited, and the people feared 
the Romans, when they heard the charge 
that there were rebels against the go rem 
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and the rulers of the city, when they 
heard these things. 

9 And when they had taken se- 
curity of Jason, and of the other, 
they let them go. 

10 And the brethren immediately 
;ent away ° Paul and Silas by night 
mto Berea: who coming thither, 

a c.9,25. ver.l4. 



ment in their city. It does not appear 
that there was a disposition in the rulers 
or the people to persecute the apostles ; 
but they were excited and alarmed by 
the representations of the Jews, and by 
the mob that they had collected. 

9. And when they had taken security of 
lason. Tiiis is an expression takeii from 
courts, and means that Jason and the other 
gave satisfaction to the magistrates for the 
good conduct of Paul and Silas, or became 
responsible for it. Whether it was by de- 
positing a sum of money, and by thus giv- 
ing bail, is not quite clear. The sense is, 
that they did it in accordance with the 
Roman usages, and gave sufficient secu- 
rity for the good conduct of Paul and Si- 
las. . Heuman supposes that the pledge 
given was, that they should leave the city. 
Michaelis thinks that they gave a pledge 
that they would no more harbour them ; 
but that if they returned again to them, 
they would deliver them to the magis- 
trates. IT And of the other. The other 
brethren (ver. 6) who had been drawn to 
the rulers of the city. 

10. And the brethren immediately sent 
auny Paul and Silas. Comp. ch. ix. 25. 
They did this for their safety. Yet this 
was not done until the gospel had taken 
deep root inThessalonica. Having preach- 
ed there, and laid the foundation of a 
church ; having thus accomplished the 
purpose for which they went there, they 
were prepared to leave the city. To the 
church in this city Paul afterwards ad- 
dressed two epistles. IT Unto Berea. 
This was a city of Macedonia, near 
Mount Cithanes. There is a medal of 
Berea extant, remarkable for being in- 
scribed, " of the second Macedonia." 

11. These were more noble. Bvyivia-rt- 
?o'. This literally means more noble by 
birth ; descended from more illustrious 
ancestors. But here the word is used to 
denote a quality of mind and heart; they 
were more generous, liberal, and noble 
m their feelings ; more disposed to inquire 
eandidly into the truth of the doctrines 
advanced by Paul and Silas. It is always 



went into the synagogue of the 
Jews. 

1 1 These were more/* noble than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readi- 
ness '^ of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures ^ daily, whether those 
things were so. 

iPs. 119,99, 100. c Jam. 1.21. lPet.2.2. clea. 

34.16. Luke 16.29: 24.44. Jno.5.39. 



proof of a noble, liberal, and ingenuous 
disposition, to be willing to examine into 
the truth of any doctrine presented. The 
writer refers here particularly to the 
Jews. IT In that. Because. IT' They re- 
ceived the word, &c. They listened atten- 
tively and respectfully to the gospel 
They did not reject and spurn it, as un 
worthy of examination. This is the first 
particular in which they were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica. IT And 
searched the Scriptures. That is, the Old 
Testament. Note, John v. 39. The apos 
ties always affirmed that the doctrines 
which they maintained respecting the 
Messiah were in accordance with the 
Jewish Scriptures. The Bereans made 
diligent and earnest inquiry in respect to 
this, and were willing to ascertain the 
truth. IF Daily. Not only on the Sab- 
bath, and in the synagogue; but they 
made it a daily employment. It is evi- 
dent from this, that they had the Scrip- 
tures; and this is one proof that Jewish 
families would, if possible, obtain the ora- 
cles of God. IT Whether these things were 
so. Whether the doctrines stated by Paul 
and Silas were hi accordance with* the 
Scriptures. I'he Old Testament they re- 
ceived as the standardof truth, and what- 
ever could be shown to be in accordance 
with that they received. On this verse 
we may remark, (1.) That it is proof of 
true nobleness and liberality of mind to 
be willing to examine the proofs of the 
truth of religion. What the friends of 
Christianity have had most cause to la 
ment and regret is, that so many are un- 
willing to examine its claims ; that they 
spurn it as unworthy of serious thought, 
and condemn it without hearing. (2.) The 
Scriptures should be examined daily. If 
we wish to arrive at the truth, they should 
be the object of constant study. That 
man has very little reason to expect that 
he will grow in knowledge and grace 
who does not peruse, with candour and 
with prayer, a portion of the Bible every 
day. (3.) The constant searching of the 
Scriptures is the best way to keep the 
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IS Therefore many of them be- 
lieved : also of honourable women 
which were Greeks, and of men, 
not a few. 

13 But when the Jews of Thes- 
salonica had knowledge that the 
word of God was preached of Paul 



mind from error. He who does not do it 
daily may expect to " be carried about 
with every wind ofdoctrine," and to have 
no settled opinions. (4.) The preaching 
of ministers should be examined by the 
Scriptures. Their doctrines are of no 
value unless they accord with the Bible. 
Every preacher should expect his doc- 
trines to be examined in this way, and to 
be rejected if they are not in accordance 
with the word of God. The church, in 
proportion to its increase in purity and 
knowledge, will feel this more and more ; 
and it is an indication of advance in piety 
when men are increasingly disposed to 
examine every thing by the Bible. How 
immensely important then is it, that the 
young should be trained up to diligent 
nabits of searching the word of God. 
And how momentous is the duty of pa- 
rents, and of Sabbath-school teachers, to 
inculcate just views of the interpretation 
of the Bible, and to form the habits of 
the rising generation so that they shall 
be disposed and enabled to examine every 
doctrine by the sacred oracles. The pu- 
rity of the church depends on the exten- 
sion of the spirit of the noble-minded Be- 
reans ; and that spirit is to be extended 
mainly by theinstrumentality of Sabbath- 
schools. 

12. Therefore. As the result of their 
examination. They found that the doc- 
trines of Paul and Silas accorded with 
the Old Testament. This result will 
commonly follow when people search 
the Scriptures. Much is gained when 
men can be induced to examine the Bi- 
ble. We may commonly take it for 
granted that such an examination will re- 
sult in their conviction of the truth. 
The most prominent and invariable cause 
of infidelity is found in the fact that men 
will not investigate the Scriptures. Many 
infidels have confessed that they had 
never carefully read the New Testament. 
Thomas Paine confessed that he wrote 
the first part of the " Age of Reason" 
without having a Bible at hand ; and 
without its being possible to procure one 
where he then was (in Paris). " I had," 
savs he, " neither Bible nor Testament to 



at Berea, they came thither also, 
and stirred up ** the people. 

14 And then immediately the 
brethren sent away^ Paul, to go as 
it were to the sea: but Silas and 
Timotiteus abode there still. 

15 And they that conducted Paul 

a Luke 12.51, AMatt.10.23 



refer to, though I was writing against 
both; nor could I procure any." Age of 
Reason, p. 65. Ed. 1831. Also p. 33. 
None have ever read the Scriptures with 
candour, and with the true spirit of prayer, 
who have not been convinced of the 
truth of Christianity, and been brought 
to submit their souls to its influence and 
its consolations. The great thing which 
Christians desire their fellow men to do 
is, candidly to search the Bible; and when 
this is done, they confidently expect that 
they will be truly converted to God. 
IT Of honourable women. Note, ch. xiii, 50. 

13. Stirred up the people. The word 
used here ((tcc^svbiv) denotes properly to 
agitate, or excite, as the waves of the sea 
are agitated by the wind. It is with great 
beauty used to denote the agitation and 
excitement of a popular tumult, from its 
resemblance to the troubled waves of the 
ocean. The figure is often employed by 
the classic writers, and also occurs in the 
Scriptures. See Ps. Ixv. 7. Isa. xvii. 12, 
13. Jer. xivi. 7, 8. 

14. The brethren. Those who were 
Christians. ^ Sent away Paul. In order 
to secure his safety. A similar thing had 
been done in Thessalonica. ver. 10. The 
tumult was great; and there was no 
doubt, such was the hostility of the Jews, 
that the life of Paul would be endan- 
gered, and they therefore resolved to se- 
cure his safety. IT As it were. . Rather, 
* even to the sea,* for that is its significa- 
tion. It does not imply that there was 
any feint or sleight in the case, asiflhey 
intended to deceive their pursuers. They 
took him to the sea-coast, not far from 
Berea, and from that place he probably 
went by sea to Athens. 

15. Unto Athens. This was the first 
visit of Paul to this celebrated city ; and 
perhaps the first visit of a Christian 
minister. His success in this city, for 
some cause, was not great. But his 
preaching was attended with the con- 
version of some individuals. See ver. 34. 
Athens was the most celebrated city 
of Greece, and was distinguished for the 
military talents, learning, eloquence, and 
politeness of its inhabitants. It was 
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brought him unto Athens : and re- 
ceiving a commandment unto Silas 
and Timotheus "for to come to him 
with all speed, they departed. 



lounded by Cecrops and an Egyptian 
colony, about 1556 years before the 
Christian era. It was called Athens in 
honour of Minerva, who was cniefly 
worshipped there, and to whom the city 
was dedicated. The city, at first, was built 
on a rock in the midst of a spacious plain ; 
but in process of time the whole plain 
was covered with buildhigs, which were 
called the lower city. No city of Greece, 
or of the ancient world, was so much dis- 
tinguished for philosopher, learning, and 
the arts. The most celebrated warriors, 
poets, statesmen, and philosophers were 
either born or flourished there. The 
most celebrated models of architecture 
and statuary were there ; and for ages it 
held its pre-eminence in civilization, arts, 
and arms. The city still exists, though it 
has been often subject to the calamities 
of war, to a change of masters, and to 
the mouldering nand of time. It was 
twice burnt by the Persians ; destroyed 
by Phihp II. of Macedon ; again by Sylla ; 
was plundered by Tiberius ; desolated by 
the Goths in the reign of Claudius ; and 
the whole territoiy ravaged and ruined 
by Alaric. From the reign of Justinian 
to the thirteenth century, the city remain- 
ed in obscurity, though it continued to be 
a town at the head of a small state. It 
v/as seized by Omar, general of Mahomet 
the Great, in 1455 ; was sacked by the 
Venetians in 1464 ; and was taken by the 
Turks again in 1688. In 1812, the popu- 
lation was 12,000 ; but it has since been 
desolated by the sanguinary contests be- 
tween the Turks and the Greeks, and 
left almost a mass of ruins. It is now 
free ; and efforts are making by Chris- 
tians to restore it to its former elevation 
rn learning and importance, and to impart 
to it the blessings of the Christian reli- 
gion. Two American missionaries are 
labouring in the place where Paul preach- 
ed almost two thousand years ago ; and 
schools under their immediate superin- 
tendence and care, are established by 
American Christian missionaries, in the 
place that was once regarded as " the eye 
of Greece," and the light of the civilized 
world. In the revolutions of ages it has 
been ordered that men should bear the 
torch of learning to Athens from a land 
unknown to its ancient philosophers, and 
convey the blessings of civilization to 



16 Now while Paul waited foi 
them at Athens, * his spirit was 
stirred in him, when he saw the 
city I wholl} given to idolatry. 



APs.119.136. 2Pv«.2.8. 



t or, full of idols. 



them by that gospel which in the time 
of Paul they rejected and despised. 
IT And receiving a commandment. They 
who accompanied Paul received his 
commands to Silas and Timothy. IT With 
all speed. As soon as possible. Perhaps 
Paul expected much labour and success 
in Athens, and was therefore desirous 
of securing their aid with him in his work. 
16. Now while Paul waited. How long 
he was there is not intimated ; but doubt- 
less some time would elapse before they 
could arrive. In the mean time, Paul 
had ample opportunity to observe the 
state of the city. IT His spirit was stirred 
within him. His mind was greatly ex- 
cited. The word used here (Tru^wiyvBTo) 
denotes any excitement, agitation, or 
paroxysm of mind. 1 Cor. xiii. 5. It here 
means that the mind of Paul was greatly 
concerned, or agitated, doubtless with pit}- 
and distress, at their folly and danger. 
IT The city wholly given to idolatry. Gr. 
jcc«Tst5'wA.oi/. It is well translated in the 
margin, " or full of idols." The word is 
not elsewhere used in txie New Testa 
ment. That this was the condition of the 
city is abundantly testified by profane 
writers. Thus Pausanias (in Attic, i. 24, 
says, "the Athenians greatly surpassed 
others in their zeal for rehgion." Lucian 
(T. i. Prometh. p. 180) says of the city 
of Athens, "On every side there are 
altars, victims, temples, and festivals." 
Livy (45. 27) says, that Athens " was full 
of the images of gods and men, adorned 
with every variety of material, and with 
all the skill of art." And Petronius (Sat. 
xvii.) says humorously of the city, that 
" it was easier to find a god than a man 
there." See Kuinoel. In this verse we 
may see how a splendid, idolatrous city 
will strike a pious mind. Athens then 
had more that was splendid in architec 
ture, more that was brilliant in science, 
and more that was beautiful in the arts, 
than any other city of the world ; perhaps 
more than all the rest of the world united 
Yet there is no account that the mind 
of Paul was filled with admiration; 
there is no record that he spent his time 
in examining the works of art ; there i& 
no evidence that he forgot his high pur« 
pose in an idle and useless contemplation 
of temples and statuary. His was g 
Christian mind ; and he contemplated aU 
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17 Theretore diBputed he in the 
synagogue with the Jews, and with 
the devout * persons, and in the 
market daily with them that met 
with him. 



o c.8.2. 



.s;iis with a Christian heart. Tliat heart 
was deeply affected in view of the amaz- 
ing guilt of a people that were ignorant 
of the true God, and that had filled their 
citj)^ with idols reared to the honour 
of imaginary divinities ; and who, in the 
midst of all this splendour and luxury, 
were going down to the gates of death. 
So should every pious man feel who 
treads the streets of a splendid and guilty 
oity The Christian will not despise the 
productions of ant; but he will feel, deeply 
Ibel, for the unhappy condition of those 
who, amidst wealth and splendour and 
adorning, are withholding their affections 
from the living God, bestowing them on 
the works of their own hands, or on ob- 
jects degraded and polluting; and who 
are going unredeemed to eternal wo. 
Happy would it be if every Christian 
traveller who visits cities of wealth and 
splendour, would, like Paul, be affected in 
view of their crimes and dangera, and 
happy if, like him, men could cease their 
unbounded admiration of magnificence 
and splendour in temples and palaces 
and statuary, to regard the condition 
of mind^ not perishable like marble ; and 
of the soul, more magnificent even in its 
ruins than all the works of Phidias or 
Praxiteles. 

17. Therefore disputed he. Or reasoned. 
He engaged in an argument with them. 
^ With ike devout persons. I'hose wor- 
shipping God after the m.anner of the 
Jews. They were Jewish proselytes, 
who had renounced idolatry, but who 
had not been fully admitted to the privi- 
leges of the Jews. See Note, ch. x. 2. 
^^ And in the market. In the forum. It 
was not only the place where provisions 
were sold, but was also a place of great 
public concourse. In this place the phi- 
losophers were not unfrequently found 
engaged in public discussion. 

18, Then certain philosophers. Athens 
was distinguished, among all the cities 
of Greece and the world, for the cultiva- 
tion of a subtle and refined philosophy. 
This was their boast, and the object 
of their constant search and study. 1 Cor. 
i. 22. ^ 0/ the Epicureans This sect 
of philosophers was so named from Epi- 
«urus, who lived about 300 years before 
the Cliristian era. They denied that the 



18 Then certain philosophers ^ 
of the Epicureans, and of the 
Stoics, encountered him. And some 
said, What will this ' babbler say 1 
Other some, He seemeth to be a 

6C0I.2.8. i OT) base fellow. 



world was created by God, and that the 
gods exercised any care or providence 
over human affairs, and also the immor 
taiity of the soul. Against these positions 
of the sect, Paul directed his main argu- 
ment, in proving that the world was cre- 
ated and governed by God. One of the 
distinguishing doctrines of Epicurus was, 
that pleasure was the summum, honum, or 
chief good, and that virtue was to be 
practised only as it contributed to plea- 
sure. By pleasure, however, Epicurus 
did not mean sensual and grovelling ap- 
petites, and degraded vices, but rational 
pleasure, properly regulated and govern- 
ed. See Good's Book of JMature. But 
whatever his views were, it is certain 
that his followers had embraced the doc- 
trine that voluptuousness and the plea- 
sures of sense were to be practised with- 
out restraint. Both in principle and prac- 
tice, therefore, they devoted themselves 
to a life of gayety and sensuality, and 
sought happiness only in indolence, effe- 
minacy, and voluptuousness. Confident 
in the belief that the world was not un- 
der the administration of a God of justice, 
they gave themselves up to the indul- 
gence of every passion ; the infidels of 
their time, and the exact example of the 
gay and fashionable multitudes of all 
times, that live without God, and that 
seek pleasure as their chief good. IT And 
of the Stoics. These were a sect of phi- 
losophers, so named from the Greek o-to«, 
Stoa, a porch, or portico, because Zeno, 
the founder of the sect, held his school 
and taught in a porch, in the city of 
Athens. Zeno was born in the island 
of Cyprus, but the greater part of his 
life was spent at Athens in teaching phi- 
losophy. After having taught publicly 48 
years, he died at the age of 96, two hun- 
dred and sixty-four years before Christ. 
The doctrines of the" sect were, that the 
universe was created by God ; thai all 
things were fixed by fate ; that even Oudi 
was under the dominion of fatal neces- 
sity ; that the fates were to be submitted 
to ; that the passions and affections were 
to be suppressed and restrained ; that 
happiness consisted in the insensibility 
of the soul to pain , and that a man should 
^ain an absolute mastery over all the 
passions and af&ctians of his nature 
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setter forth of strange gods : be- 
cause he preached unto them Jesus, 
and the resurrection. 



They were stern in their views of virtue, 
and, like the Pharisees, prided themselves 
o?i their own righteousness. They sup- 
posed that matter was eternal, and that 
God was either the animating principle 
or soul of the world, or that all things 
were a part of God. They fluctuated 
much in their views of a future state ; 
some of them holding that the soul would 
exist only until the destruction of the 
universe, and others that it would finally 
be absorbed into the divine essence, and 
become a part of God. It will be readily 
seen, therefore, with what pertinency 
and address Paul discoursed to them. 
The leading doctrines of both sects were 
met by him. ^ Encountered him. Con- 
tended with him ; opposed themselves to 
him. *ir And some said. This was said 
in scorn and contempt. He had excited 
attention ; but they scorned the doctrines 
that should be delivered by an unknown 
foreigner from Judea. IT What will this 
babbler say ? Margin, base fellow. Greek, 
FTn^fioKoyog. The word occurs nowhere 
else in the New Testament. It properly 
means one who collects seeds, and was ap- 
plied by the Greeks to the poor persons 
who collected the scattered grain in the 
fields after harvest, or to gleaners; and 
also to the poor, who obtained a preca- 
rious subsistence around the markets and 
in the streets. It was also applied to 
birds that picked up the scattered seeds of 
grain in the field, or in the markets. The 
word came hence to have a two-fold sig- 
nification. (1.) It denoted the poor, needy, 
and vile ; the refuse and offscouring of 
society ; and, (2.) From the birds which 
were thus eraployed, and which were 
troublesome by their continual unmusical 
sounds, it came to denote those who were 
talkative, garrulous, and opinionated ; 
those who collected the opinions of others, 
or scraps of knowledge, and retailed them 
fluently, without order or method. It 
was a word, therefore, expressive of their 
contempt for an unknown foreigner who 
should pretend to instruct the learned men 
and philosophers of Greece. Doddridge 
renders it, " retailer of scraps." Syriac, 
"collector of words." IT Other some. 
Others. If He seemeth to be a seller forth. 
He announces or declares the existence 
of strange gods. The reason why they 
supposed this, was, that he. made the capi- 
tal points of his preaching to be Jesus 
and the resurrection, which they mistook 



19 And they took him, and 
brought him unto ^ Areopagus, 
saying, May we know what this 

1 or, Mm's' hill. It was the highest court in Athens. 



for the names of divinities. TT OJ strange 
gods. Of foreign gods, or demons. They 
worshipped many gods themselves, and 
as they believed that every country had 
its own peculiar divinities, they supposed 
that Paul had come to announce the ex- 
istence of some such foreign, and to them 
unknown divinities. The word translated 
jg-otZs (5" «* jwov I u)v) denotes properly the genii, 
or spirits who were superior to men, but 
inferior to the gods. It is, however, often 
employed to denote the gods themselves j 
and is evidently so used here. The gods 
among the Greeks were such as were 
supposed ta have that rank by nature. 
The demons were such as had been ex- 
alted to divinity from being heroes and 
distinguished men. ^ He preached unto 
them Jesus. lie proclaimed him as the 
Messiah. The mistake which they made, 
by supposing that he was a foreign divi- 
nity, was one which was perfectly natu- 
ral for minds degraded like theirs by 
idolatry They had no idea of a pure 
God ; they knew nothing of the doctrine 
of the Messiah ; and they naturally sup- 
posed, therefore, that he of whom Paul 
spoke so much must be a god of some 
other nation, of a rank similar to their 
own divinities. IT And the resurrection. 
The resurrection of Jesus, and through 
him the resurrection of the dead. It is 
evident, I think, that by the resurrection 
iTf}v»v&,<rru(riv) they uudcrstood him to 
refer to the name of some goddess. Such 
was the interpretation of Chrysostom. 
The Greeks had erected altars to Shame, 
and Famine, and Desire (Pans. i. 17), and 
it is probable that they supposed * the 
resurrection,' or the Anastasis. to be the 
name also of some unknown goddess who 
presided over the resurrection. Thus 
they regarded him as a setter forth oHwo 
foreign or strange gods— Jesus, and the 
Anastasis, cr resurrection. 

19. And brought him unto Areopagus. 
Margin, or Mars' hill. This was the 
place or court in which the Areopagites, 
the celebrated supreme judges of Athens, 
assembled. It was on a hill almost in 
the middle of the city; but nothing now 
remains by which we can determine the 
form or construction of the tribunal The 
hill is almost entirely a mass of stone, 
and IS not easily accessible, its sides being 
steep and abrupt. On many accounts 
this was the most celebrated tribunal in 
the world. Its decisions were distm 
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new ° doctrine, whereof thou speak- 
est, is? 

20 For thou bringest certain ^ 
strange things to our ears : we 
would know therefore what these 
things mean. 

JiJno.13.34. lJno.2.7,8. JHos.8.12. 



guished for justice and correctness ; nor 
was there any court in Greece in which 
so much confidence vas placed. This 
court took cognizance of murders, impie- 
ties, and immoralities; they punished 
vices of all kinds, includihg idleness; 
they rewarded the virtuous ; they were pe- 
culiarly attentive to blasphemies against 
the gods, and to the performance of the 
sacred mysteries of religion. It was, 
therefore, with the greatest propriety that 
Paul was questioned before this tribunal, 
as being regarded as a setter forth of 
strange gods, and as being supposed to 
wish to introduce a new mode of wor- 
ship. See Potter's Antiquities of Greece, 
b. i. ch. 19; and Travels of Anacharsis, 
vol. i. 136. 185 ; ii. 292—295. % May 
we know. We would know. This seems 
to have been a respectful inquiry ; and 
It does not appear that Paul was brought 
there for the sake of trial. There are no 
accusations ; no witnesses ; none of the 
forms of trial. -They seem to have re- 
sorted thither because it was the place 
where the subject of religion was usually 
discussed, and because it was a place 
of confluence for the citizens and judges 
and wise men of Athens, and of foreign- 
ers. The design seems to have been, not 
to try him, but fairly to canvass the 
claims of his doctrines. See ver. 21. It 
vvas just an instance of the inquisitive 
spirit of the people of Athens, willing to 
hear before they condemned, and to ex- 
amine before they approved. 

20. Certain strange things. Literally, 
{something pertaining to a foreign coun- 
try, or people. Here it means something 
unusual, remarkable, to which we are 
not accustomed. It was something dif- 
ferent from what they bad been accus- 
tomed to hear from tneir philosophers 
and religious teachers. fT What these 
things mean. We would understand 
more clearly what is affirmed respecting 
Jesus and the resurrection. 

21. For all the Athenians This was 
their general character. ^T And stran- 
gers whi' h were there. Athens was greatly 
aistingi'ishrd for the celebrity of its 
sciiools of philosophy. It was at that 
iime at the head of the literary world. 



21 (Foi all the Athenians, and 
strangers which were there, spent 
their time in nothing else, but either 
to tell or to hear some new thing.) 

22 Then Paul stood in the midsl 
of Mars' ^ Hill, and said, Ye men 

i or, the court of the Areopagites. 

Its arts and its learning were celebrated 
in all lands. It is known, therefore, thai 
it was the favourite resort of men of othei* 
nations, who came there to become ac- 
quainted with its institutions, and to listen 
to its sages. IT Spent their time in nothing 
else. The learned and subtle Athenians 
gave themselves much to speculation, 
and employed themselves in examining 
the various new systems of philosophy 
that were proposed. Strangers and fo- 
reigners who were there, having much 
leisure, would also give themselves to 
the same inquiries. IT But either to tell 
or to hear some new tiling. Greek, some- 
iking newer. k-^iv6tssov. The latest news ; 
or the latest subject of inquiry proposed. 
This is well known to have been the 
character of the people of Athens at all 
times. " Many of the ancient writers bear 
witness to the garrulity, and curiosity, 
and intemperate desire of novelty, among 
the Athenians, by which they inquired 
respecting all things, even those in which 
they had no interest, whether of a public 
or private nature." {Kuinoel.) Thus Thu- 
cyd. (3. 38) says of them, " you excel in 
suffering yourselves to be deceived with 
novelty of speech." On which the old 
Scholiast makes this remark, almost in the 
words of Luke ; " He (Thucydides) iwire 
blames the Athenians, who care for no- 
thing else but to tell or to hear something 
new." Thus ^lian (5. 13) says of the 
Athenians, that they are versatile in no- 
velties. Thus Demosthenes represents 
the Athenians " as inquiring in the place 
of public resort if there were any news?" 
Tm,6t£^ov. Meursius has shown, also, 
that there were more than three hundred 
public places in Athens of public resort, 
where the principal youth and reputable 
citizens were accustomed to meet for the 
purpose of conversation and inquiry. 

22. Then Paul. This commences Paul'a 
explanation of the doctrines which he had 
stated. It is evident that Luke has re 
corded but a mere summary or outline 
of the discourse ; but it is such as to ena- 
ble us to see clearly his course of thought, 
and the manner in which he met the two 
principal sects of their philosophers. IT /?j 
the mid& t of Marsli ill. G reek, A reopagu 3 
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of Athens, I perceive that in all 
things ye are too superstitious. ® 
23 For as I passed by, and be- 



This should have been retained in the 
translation. *S Ye men of Athens. This 
language was perfectly respectful, not- 
withstanding ids heart liad been deeply 
affected by their idolatry. Every thing 
about this discourse is calm, grave, cool, 
and argumentative. Paul understood the 
character of his auditors, and did not 
commence his discourse by denouncing 
them, or suppose that they would be con- 
vinced by mere dogmatical assertion. 
No happier instance can be found, of cool, 
collected argumentation, than is furnished 
ui this discourse. If / perceive. He per- 
ceived this by his observations of their 
forms of worship, in passing through their 
city. ver. 23. ^ Tn all things. In respect 
to all events. ^ Ye are too superstitious. 
C^iiTtSxif^ovsTTe^oug. This is a most un- 
happy translation. We use the word su- 
perstitious always in a bad sense, to de- 
note being over-scrupulous and rigid in 
religious observances, particularly in 
smaller matters ; or to a zealous devotion 
to rites and observances which are not 
commanded. But the word here is de- 
signed to convey no such idea. It pro- 
perly means reverence for the gods or de- 
mons. It is used in the classic writers 
in a good, sense, to denote piety towards 
the gods, or suitable fear and reverence 
for them; and also in a bad sense, to de- 
note improper fear or excessive dread of 
their anger; and in this sense it accords 
with our word superstitious. But it is al- 
together improbable that Paul should 
have used it in a bad sense. For, (1.) It 
was not his custom needlessly to blame 
orofFend his auditors. (2.) It is not pro- 
bable that he would commence his dis- 
course in a manner that would only ex- 
cite their prejudice and . opposition. (3.) 
In the thing which he specifies (ver. 23) 
as proof on the subject, he does not intro- 
duce it as a matter of blame, but rather 
as a proof of their devotedness to the 
cause of religion, and of their regard for 
God. (4.) The whole speech is calm, dig- 
nified, and argumentative — such as be- 
came such a place, such a speaker, and 
such an audience. Ihe meaning of the 
expression is, therefore, *I perceive that 
you are greatly devoted to reverence for 
religion ; that it is a characteristic of the 
people to honour the gods, to rear altars 
to them, and to recognise the divine 
agency in times of trial.' The proof of 



held your devotions, ^ I found an al- 
tar v/ith this inscription, TO THE 
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom there- 

1 or, gods that ye, worship. Gal,4.S. 



this was the altar reared to the unknown 
God ; its bearing on his purpose was, tha< 
such a state of public sentiment must be 
favourable to an inquiry into the truth 
of what he was about to state. 

23. For as I passed by. Greek, * For 
I, coming through, and seeing,' &c. IT And 
beheld. Diligently contemplated ; atten- 
tively considered (i:,vadso>e^^)- The wor- 
ship of an idolatrous people will be an 
object of intense and painful interest to a 
Christian. ^ Your devotions. TacrsBcur^dTa, 
Our word devotions refers to the act of 
worship — to prayers, praises, &c. The 
Greek word here used means properly 
any sacred thing ; any object which is 
worshipped, or which is connected with 
the place or rites of worship. Thus it is 
applied either to the gods themselves, or 
to the temples, altars, shrines, sacrifices, 
statues, &c., connected with the worship 
of the gods. This is its meaning here 
It does not denote that Paul saw them 
engaged in the act of worship, but thai 
he was struck with the numerous tem- 
ples, altars, statues, &c., which were 
reared to the gods, and which indicated 
the state of the people. Syriac, " The 
temple of your gods." Vulgate, "your 
images." Margin, " gous that ye wor- 
ship." IT I found an miliar. An altar 
usually denotes a place for sacrifice 
Here, however, it does not appear that 
any sacrifice was offered ; but it was 
probably a monument of stone, reared to 
commemorate a certain event, and dedi- 
cated to the unknown God. IF To the 
unknown God. 'Ayvuia-Tw @sa. Where 
this altar was reared, or on what occa- 
sion, has been a subject of much debate 
with expositors. That there was such an 
altar in Athens, though it may not have 
been specifically mentioned by the Greek 
writers, is rendered probable by the fol- 
lowing circumstances. (1.) It was cus- 
tomary to rear such altars. Minutius 
Felix says of the Romans, " they build 
altars to unknown divinities." (2.) The 
term unknown God was used in relation 
to the worship of the Athenians. Lucian, 
in his Philopatris, uses this form of an 
oath : " I swear by the unknown God at 
Athens," the very expression used by the 
apostle. And again he says (ch. xxix. 
180), ** We have found out the unknown 
God at Athens, and worshipped him with 
1 our hands stretched up to heaven," &c. 
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24 God* that made the world, 
and all things therein, seeing that 
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(3.) There were altars at Athens inscribea 
to the unknown gods. Philostratus says 
(in Vita. Apollo, vi. 3), " And this at 
Athens, uhere there are even altars to 
the unknown gods" Thus Pausanius 
(in Attic, ch. I) says, that " at Athens 
fiiere are altars of gods which are called 
the UNKNOWN ones." Jerome, in hia 
commentary (Epistle to Titus i. 12), says 
that the whole inscription was, " to the 
gods of Asia, Europe, and Africa ; to the 
unknown and strange gods." (4.) There 
was a remarkable altar reared in Athens 
in a time of pestilence, in honour of the 
unknown god which had granted them 
deliverance. Diogenes Laertius says that 
Epimenides restrained the pestilence in 
the following manner : " Taking white 
and black sheep, he led them to the Areo- 
pagus, and there permitted them to go 
where they would, commanding those 
who followed them to sacrifice (tw ^r^ocrfi- 
KovTt s-fw) to the god to whom these things 
pertained [or who had the power of 
averting the plague, whoever he might 
be, without adding the name], and thus 
to allay the pestilence. From which it 
has arisen, that at this day, through the 
villages of the Athenians, altars are found 
without any name." Dioge. Laer. b. i. 
$ 10. This took place about 600 years 
before Christ, and it is not improbable 
that one or more of those altars remained 
until the time of Paul. It should be 
added that the natural inscription on 
those altars would be, " to the unknown 
god." None of the gods to whom they 
usually sacrificed could deliver them 
from the pestilence. Tliey therefore 
reared them to some unknown Being 
who had the power to free them from the 
plague. IT Whom therefore. The true 
God, who had really delivered them 
from the plague. IT Ye ignorantiy wor- 
ship. Or worship without knowing his 
name. You have expressed your homage 
for him by rearing to him an altar. IT Him 
eclare I unto you. I make known to you 
his name, attributes, &c. There is re- 
markable address and tact in Paul's seiz- 
mg on this circumstance ; and yet it was 
perfectly fair and honest. God only 
could deliver in the time of the pesti- 
lence. This altar had, therefore, been 
really reared to him, though his name 
was unknown. The aaTy»e Being who 



he is ^ Lord of heaven and earth, 
d vvelleth ^ not in temples made with 
hands ; 

25 Neither is worshipped with 



had interposed at that time, and whose 
interposition was recorded by the build- 
ing of this altar, was He who had mad© 
the heavens ; who ruled over ail ; and 
whom Paul was now about to make 
known to them. There is another fea- 
ture of skill in the allusion to this altar. 
In other circumstances it might seem to 
be presumptuous for an unknown Jew to 
attempt to instruct the sages of Athens. 
But here they had confessed and pro- 
claimed their ignorance. By rearing this 
altar they acknowledged their need of 
instruction. The way was, therefore, 
fairly open for Paul to address even these 
philosophers, and to discourse to them on 
a point on which they acknowledged 
their ignorance. 

24, God that made the world. The 
main ooject of this discourse of Paul is, 
to convince them of the folly of idolatry 
(ver. 29), and thus to lead them to repent- 
ance. For this purpose he commences 
with a statement of the true doctrine re- 
specting God as the Creator of all things. 
We may observe here, (1.) That he speaks 
here of God as the Creator of the world — 
thus opposing indirectly their opinions 
that there were many gods. (2.) He 
speaks of him as the Creator of the 
world, and thus opposes the opinion that 
matter was eternal ; that all tilings were 
controlled by fate ; and that he could be 
confined to temples. The Epicureans 
held that matter was eternal, and that the 
world was formed by a fortuitous con 
course of atoms. To this opinion Paul 
opposed the doctrine that all things were 
made by one God. Comp. ch. xiv. 15 
IT Seeing that, &c. Gr. " He being Lord 
of heaven and earth." *^ Lord of heaven 
and earth. Proprietor and Ruler of 
heaven and earth. It is highly absurd, 
therefore, to suppose that he who is 
present in heaven and in earth at the 
same time, and who rules over all, should 
be confined to a temple of an earthly 
structure, or dependent on man for any 
thing. -IF Dwelleth not, &c. See Note, ch 
vii. 48. 

25. Neither is V)orshipped with men's 
hands. The word here rendered wor- 
shipped (Sre^uTrevBTcti) denotes to serve ; 
to wait upon ; and then to render reli- 
gious service or homage. There is refer- 
ence here, undoubtedly, to a notjon pre- 
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men's hands, as though he " needed 
any thing; seeing he * giveth to 
all, life, and breath, and *= all 
things ; 



6 Job 1^10. Zech.12.1. 
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I S6 And hathmsde of one^ b^ood 
; all nations of men, for to dwell on 
I all the face of the earth ; and hath 
! deterniined the times * before ap- 

dMal.2.10. ePs.3I.15. 



valent among the heathen, that the gods 
were fed or nourished by the offerings 
made to them. The idea is prevalent 
among the Hindoos, that the sacrifices 
which are made, and which arc offered 
in the temples, are eon^sumed by the gods 
themselves. Perhaps, also, Paul had re- 
ference to the fact that so many persons 
were eniployed in their temples in serv- 
ing them vnih their hands ; that is, in pre- 
paring sacrifices and feasts in their 
honour. Paul affirms that the gi-eat 
Creator of all things cannot be thus de- 
pendent on his creatures for happiness ; 
and consequently that that mode of wor- 
ship must be highly absurd. The same 
idea occurs in Ps. 1. 10, 11, 12 : 

For every beast of the forest is mine ; 
And the cattle upon a thousand hills. 
I know ail the fowls of the mountain ; 
And the wild beasts of the field are mine. 
If I were nungry, I would not tell thee ; 
For the woddls mine, and th e fulness thereof. 
IT Seeing he giveth. Gr. He having given 
to all, &c. IT Life. He is the source of 
life ; and therefore he cannut be depend- 
ent on that fife which he has himself im- 
parted. % And breath. The power of 
breathing, by which life is sustained. He 
not only originally gave life, but he gives 
it at each moment ; he gives the power 
of drawing each breath by which life is 
supported. It is possible that the phrase 
" life and breath" may be the figure hen- 
dyades, by w-hich one thing is expressed 
by two words. And it is highly probable 
that Paul here had reference to Gen. ii. 7 : 
"And the Lord God breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life." The same 
idea occurs in Job xii. 10 : 

In whose hand is the life (margin) of every 

living thing ; 
And the breath of all mankind. 
IT And all thingn. All things necessary 
to sustain life. We may see here how 
dependent man is on God. There can 
be no more absolute dependence than 
that for every breath. How easy it would 
be for God to suspend our breathing ! 
How incessant the care, how unceasing 
the Providence by which, whether we 
sleep or wake— whether we remember 
3r forget him, he heaves our chest ; fills 
our lungs ; restores the vitality of our 
blood ; and mfuses vigour into our frame ! 
Corap. Note, Rom. xi. 36 



I. 



26. And hath made of one blood. All 
the families of men are descended from 
one origin, or stock. However difFerenl 
their complexion, features, language, <&c., 
yet they are derived from a common pa- 
rent. The word blood is often used to 
denote race, stock, Jdndred. This passage 
completely proves that all the human 
family are descended from the same an- 
cestor; and that, consequently, all the 
variety of complexion, &c., is to be 
traced to some other cause than that 
there were originally different races 
created. See Gen. i. Comp. Mai. ii. 10. 
The design of the apostle in this affirma- 
tion was, probably, to convince the 
Greeks that he regarded them all as 
brethren ; and that, although he was a 
Jew, yet he was not enslaved to any 
narrow notions or prejudices in reference 
to other men. It follows also from this, 
that no one nation, and no individual, 
can claim any pre-eminence over others 
in virtue of birth or blood. All are in 
this respect equal , and the whole human 
family, however they may differ in com- 
plexion, customs, and laws, are to be re- 
garded and treated as brethren. It fol- 
lows, also, that no one part of the race 
has a right to enslave or oppress any 
other part, on account of difference of 
complexion. Nor has man a right because 

He finds his fellow guilty of a skin 

Not coloured like his own ; and having power 

T' enforce the wrong, for such a worthy cause 

to 
Doom and devote him as his lawful prey. 

"if For to dwell, &c. To cultivate and til 
the earth. This was the original com- 
mand (Gen. i. 28); and God, by his provi- 
dence, has so ordered it that the descend 
ants of one family have found their way 
to all lands, and have become adapted to 
the climate where he has placed them- 
% And hath determined. Gr. oe*V«s. Hav 
ing fixed, or marked out a boundar/. 
Note, Horn i. 4. The word is usually 
applied to b. field, which is designated by 
a boundary. It means here that God hath 
marked out, or designated in his purpose,, 
their future abodes. IF The times before 
appointed. This evidently refers to the 
dispersion and migration of nations. Ana 
it means that God had, in his plan, fixod 
the times when each country should he 
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pointed, and the bounds 
habitation : 

•27 That they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after 

a Isa.45.21 
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settled; the time of the location, the 
rise, the prosperity, and the fail of each 
nation. It implies, (1.) That these times 
had been before appointed ; and, (2.) 
That it was done in wisdom. It was 
his plan; and the different continents 
and islands had not, therefore, been set- 
tled by chance, but by a wise rule, and 
in accordance with his arrangement and 
design. IF And the hounds of their habita- 
tion. Their limits, and boundaries as a 
people. He has designated the black man 
to Africa ; the white man to northern re- 
gions ; the American savage he fixed in 
the wilds of the western continent, &e. 
Ey customs, laws, inclinations, and habits, 
he fixed the boundaries of their habita- 
tions, and disposed them to dwell there. 
We may learn, (1.) That the revolutions 
and changes of nations are under the di- 
rection of infinite wisdom; (2.) That men 
should not be restless, and dissatisfied 
with the place where God has located 
them ; (3.) That God has given sufficient, 
limits to all, so that it is not needful to in- 
vade others ; and, (4.) That wars of con- 
quest are evil. God has given to men 
their places of abode, and we have no 
right to disturb those abodes, or to attempt 
to displace them in a violent manner 
This strain of remark by the apostle was 
also opposed to all the notions of the Epi- 
curean philosophers, and yet so obviously 
true and just, that they could not gainsay 
or resist it. 

27. That they should seek the Lord. Gr. 
To seek the Lord. The design of thus 
placing them on the earth — of giving them 
their habitation among his works — was, 
that they should contemplate his wisdom 
in his works, and thus come to a know- 
ledge of his existence and character. All 
nations, though living in diflerent regions 
and climates, have thus the opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with God. Rom. 
i. 19, 20. The fact, that the nations did 
not thus learn the character of the true 
God, shows their great stupidity and 
wickedness. Tho design of Paul in this 
was, doubtless, to reprove the idolatry of 
the Athenians. The argument is this: 
* God has given to each nation its p^oper 
opportunity to learn his character, [dol- 
atry, therefore, is folly and wickedness; 
since it is possible to find out the existence 
of the ojieGod from his works.* IT If haply. 



him, and find him, though ^ he be 
not far from every one of us : 

28 For in *^ him we live, and 
move, and have our being ; as '^ cer- 

ic.14.17. cCol.1.17. dTit.1.12. 



SI K^uyi. If perhaps — implying that itw^aa 
possible to find God, though it might be 
attended with some difficulty. . God has 
placed us here that we may make tho 
trial ; and has made it possible thus to 
find him. IT They might feel after htm* 
The word used here {4/^\u(!p^<rstxv) means 
properly to touchy to handle (Luke xxiv. 
39. Heb. xii, 18), and then to ascertain 
the qualities of an object by the sense of 
touch. And as the sense of touch is re- 
garded as a certain way of ascertaining 
the existence and qualities of an object, 
the word means to search diligently, that 
we may know distinctly and certamly. 
The word has this sense here. It means 
to search diligently and accurately for 
God, to learn his existence and perfec- 
tions. The Syriac renders it, " that they 
may seek for God, and find him from his 
creatures." *^ And find him. Find the 
proofs of his existence. Become ac- 
quainted with his perfections and laws. 
IT Though he be not far, &c. This seems 
to be stated by the apostle to show that 
it was possible to find him ; and that even 
those who were without a revelation, 
need not despair of becoming acquainted 
with his existence and perfections. He 
is near to us, (1.) Because the proofs of 
his existence and power are round about 
us every where. Ps. xix. 1 — 6. (2.) Be- 
cause he fills all things in heaven and 
earth by his essential presence. Ps. cxxxix. 
7—10. Jer. xxiii. 23, 24. Amos ix. 2—4. 
1 Kings viii. 27. We should learn then, 
(1.) To be afraid to sin. God is present 
with us, and sees all. (2.) He can pro- 
tect the righteous. He is ever with them. 
(3.) He can detect and punish the wick- 
ed. He sees all their plans and thoughts, 
and records all their doings. (4.) We 
should seek him continually. It is the 
design for which he has made us ; and he 
has given us abundant opportunities to 
learn his existence and perfections. 

28. For in him we live. The expression 
"zw him" evidently means by him; by 
his originally forming us, and continually 
sustaining us. No words can better ex- 
press our constant dependence on him 
He is the original fountain of life; and 
he upholds us each moment, A similar 
sentiment is found in Plautus (5. 4. M) 
" O Jupiter, who dost cherish and nou- 
rish the race of man ; by ^^ horn we live 
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tain also of yotir own poets have 

said, For we are also his offspring. 

29 Forasmuch then as we are 

the offspring of God, we ought not 



and with whom is the hope of the hfe of 
all men." {Kuinoel.) It does not appear 
however that Paul intended this as a 
quotation ; yet he doubtless intended to 
state a sentiment with which they were 
familiar, and with which they would 
agree. ^ And move. Kivcvf^sS-u. Dod- 
dridge translates this, " And are moved." 
It may however be in the middle voice, 
and be correctly rendered as in our ver- 
sion. It means that we derive strength 
to move from him ; an expression denot- 
ing constant and absolute dependence. 
There is no idea of dependence more 
striking than that we owe to him the 
ability to perform the slightest motion. 
IT And have our being, ^xt. ior/nev. And 
are. This denotes that our continued ex- 
istence is owing to him. That we hve at 
all is his gift; that we have power to 
move is his gift; and our co7itinued and 
prolo7iged existence is his gift also. Thus 
jPaul traces our dependence on Him from 
the lowest pulsation of life to the highest 
powers of action and of continued ex- 
istence. It would be impossible to ex- 
press in more emphatic language our 
entire dependence on God. H As certain 
ilso. As some. The sentiment which 
he quotes was found substantially m se- 
veral Greek poets. IF Of your own poets. 
He does not refer particularly here to 
poets of Athens, but to Greek poets — po- 
ets who had written in their language. 
IF For we are also his offspring, Tnis pre- 
cise expression is found in Aratus (Phae- 
nom. v. 5), and in Cleanthus in a hymn 
to Jupiter. Substantially the same senti- 
ment is found in several other Greek 
poets. Aratus was a Greek poet of Cili- 
cia, the native place of Paul, and flou- 
rished about 277 years before Christ As 
Paul was a native of the same country, it 
is highly probable he was acquainted with 
his writings. Aratus passed much of his 
time at the court of Antigonus Gonatas, 
Ring of Macedonia. His principal work 
was the Phfenomena, which is here quoted, 
and was so highly esteemed in Groece 
that many learned men wrote commen- 
taries on it. The sentiment here quoted 
was directly at variance with the views 
of the Epicureans ; and it is proof of Paul's 
ad(|^ess and skill, as well as his acquaint- 
andt with his auditors, and with the 
Greek poets, that he was able to adduce 



^ to think that the Godhead is like 
unto gold, or silver, or stone, gra- 
ven by art and man's device. 
30 And the times of this igno- 



s Isa.40.18,&c. 



a sentiment so directly in point, and that 
had the concurrent testimony of' so many 
of the Greeks themselves. It is one in- 
stance among thousands where an ac- 
quaintance with profane learning may be 
of use to a minister of the gospel. 

29. Forasmuch then. Admitting or as- 
suming this^ to be true. The argument 
which follows is drawn from the conces- 
sions of their own writers. % Wt ought 
not to think. It is absurd to suppose. The 
argument of the apostle is this : ' Since 
we are formed by God ; since we are like 
him, hving and intelligent beings; since 
we are more excellent in our nature than 
the most precious and ingenious works 
of art; it is absurd to suppose that the 
original source of our existence can be 
like gold, and silver, and stone. Man 
himself is far more excellent than an 
image of wood and stone; how much 
more excellent still must be the greal 
Fountain and Source of all our wisdom 
and intelligence.' See this thought pur- 
sued at length in Isa. xi. 18—23. IT The 
Godhead. The divinity (^o &bJov)^ the di- 
vine nature, or essence. The word used 
here is an adjective employed as a noun, 
and does not occur elsewhere in the New 
Testament. IT Is like unto gold, &c. All 
these things were used in making images, 
or statues of the gods. It is absurd to 
think that the source of all life and intel- 
ligence resembles a lifeless block of wood 
or stone. Even degraded heathen, one 
would think, might see the force of an 
argument tike this. IT Grave?!. Sculp- 
tured ; wrought into an image. 

30. And the times of this ignorance. 
The long period when men were igno- 
rant of the true God, and when they 
worshipped stocks and stones. Paul here 
refers to the times preceding the gospel. 
IF God winked at. "TTrs^tSuiv. Overlooked, 
connived at ; did not come forth to pun- 
ish. In ch. xiv. 16, it is expressed thus, 
" Who in times past suffered all nations 
to walk in their own ways." The sense 
is, he passed over those times without 
punishing them, as if he did not see them.. 
For wise purposes he suffered them to 
walk in ignorance, and to make the fair 
experiment to show what men would do ; 
and how much necessity there was for a 
revelation to instruct them in the true 
knowledge of God. We are not to sup 
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ranee God winked ' at, but now 
" comniandeth all m sn every where 
to repent : 

31 Because he hath appointed 
a day, in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness, by that 
man whom he hath ordained ; where- 
of he hath given assurance ^ unto 

oRom.3.23. Z>Luke 24.47. Tit.2. 11,12. 

tjRoin.2.L6. i or, offered faith. 



pose that God regarded idolatry as inno- 
cent, or the crimes and vices to which 
idolatry led as of no importance; but 
their ignorance was a mitigating circum- 
stance, and he suffered the nations to live 
without coming forth in direct judgment 
against them. Comp. Notes on ch. iii. 17 , 
xiv. 16. ^ Butnowcommandeth. By the 
gospel. Luke xxiv. 47. IT All men. Not 
Jews only> who had been favoured with 
peculiar privileges, but all nations. The 
barrier was broken down, and the call to 
repentance was sent abroad into all the 
earth. IT To repent. To exercise sorrow 
for their sins, and to forsake them. If 
God commands ail men to repent, we ma}!- 
observe, (1.) That it is their duty to do 
it. There is no higher obligation than to 
obey the command of God. (2.) It can 
be done. God would not command an 
impossibility. (3.) It is binding on all. 
The rich, the learned, the great, the gay, 
are as much bound as the beggar and 
the slave. There is no distinction made. 
It pertains to all people, in all lands. (4.) 
It must be done, or the soul lost. It is 
not wise, and it is not safe, to neglect a 
plain law of God. It will not be well to 
die reflecting that we have all our life 
neglected and despised his plain com- 
mands. (5.) We should send the gospel 
to the heathen. God calls on the na- 
tions to repent, and to be saved. It is 
the duty of Christians to make known to 
them the command, and to invite them to 
the blessings of pardon and heaven. 

31. Because he hath appointed a day. 
This is given as a reason why God com- 
mands men to repent. They must be 
judged ; and if they are not penitent and 
pardoned, they must be condemned. See 
Note, Rom. ii. 16. ^ Judge the world. The 
whole world — Jews and Gentiles. If In 
righteousness. According to the princi- 
ples of strict j istice. See Matt. xxv. 
ly Whom lie hath ordained. Or whom he 
has constituted or appointed as judge. 
See Note, ch. x. 42. John v. 25. IT Hath 
criven assurance. Has afforded evidence 
of %\m. That evidence consists, (1.) In 



all me?!, in that he hath raised hiin 
from the dead. 

32 And when they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, ** some 
mocked : and others said, We wiL 
hear thee again ^ of this matter, 

33 So Paul departed from amor^g 
them. 

d c.26.8. 6 Luke 14.18. c 24.25. 



the fact that Jesus declared that he would 
judge the nations (John v. 25, 26. Matt, 
xxv.); and, (2.) God confirmed the truth 
of his declarations bj raising him from 
the dead, or gave his sanction to what 
the Lord Jesus had said, for God would 
not work a miracle in favour of an im- 
postor. 

^% Some mocked. Some of the philo- 
sophers derided him. It was beUevedby 
none of the Greeks ; it seemed incredi- 
ble ; and they regarded it as so absurd as 
not tO admit of an argument. It has not 
been uncommon for even professed phi- 
losophers to mock at the doctrines of reli- 
gion, and to meet the arguments of Chris- 
tianity with a sneer. The Epicureans 
particularly would be likely to deride 
this, as they denied altogether any future 
state. It is not improbable that this deri- 
sion by the Epicureans produced such a 
disturbance as to break off Paul's dis- 
course, as that of Stephen had been by 
the clamour of the Jews. ch. vii. 54. 
IT And others said. Probably some of the 
Stoics. The doctrine of a future state 
was not denied by them ; and the fact, 
affirmed by Paul, that one had been rais- 
ed up from the dead, would appear more 
plausible to them, and it might be a mat- 
ter worth inquiry to ascertain whether 
the alleged fact did not furnish a new 
argument for their views. They, there- 
fore, proposed to examine this further at 
some future time. That the inquiry waa 
prosecuted any further does not appear 
probable, for, (1.) No church was or 
ganized at Athens. (2.) There is no ac 
count of any future interview with Paul. 
(3.) He departed almost immediately from 
them. ch. xviii. 1. Men who defer in- 
quiry on the subject of rehgion, seldom 
find the favourable period arrive. Those 
who propose to examine its doctrines at 
a future time, often do it to avoid the 
incmivenience of becoming Christiana 
now^- and as a plausible and easy way 
of rejecting the gospel altogether, with- 
out appearing to be rude, or to gi|^ ci- 
fence- 
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34 Howbeit certain men clave 
unto him, and believed : among 
the which was Dionysius the Areo- 
pagite, and a woman named Da- 
mans, and others with them. 

33. So Paul departed. Seeing there 
was httle hope of saving them. It was 
not his custom to labour long in a barren 
field, or to preach where there was no 
prospect of success 

34. Clave unto him. Adhered to him 
firmly; embraced the Christian religion. 
f Dionysius. Nothing more is certainly 
known of this man than is here stated. 
IF The Areopagite. Connected with the 
court of Areopagus, but in what way is 
not known. It is probable that he was 
one of the judges. The conversion of 
one man was worth the labour of Paul. 
And the secret influence of that conver- 
sion might have had an extensive influ- 
ence on others. 

In regard to this interesting account of 
the visit of Paul to Athens — probably the 
only one which he made to that splendid 
capital — we may remark, (1.) That he 
was indefatigable and constant in his 
great work, (2.) Christians, amidst the 
splendour and gayeties of such cities, 
should have their hearts deeply affected 
in view of the moral desolations of the 
people. (3.) They should be willing to do 
their duty, and to bear witness to the 
pure and simple gospel in the presence 
of the great and the noble. (4.) They 
should not consider it their main business 
to admire splendid temples, and statues, 
and paintings— the works of art : but their 
main business should be, to do good as 
they may have opportunity. (5.) A dis- 
course, even in the midst of much wick- 
edness, and idolatry, may be calm and 
dignified ; not an appeal merely to the 
passions, but to the understanding. Paul 
reasoned with the philosophers of Athens ; 
he did not denounce them; he endea- 
voured calmly to convince them, not 
harshly to censure them. (6.) The ex- 
ample of Paul is a good one for all Chris- 
tians. In all places — cities, towns, or 
country ; amidst all people — philosophers, 
and the rich, and the poor ; among friends 
and countrymen, or among strangers and 
foreigners, the great object should be to 
do good, to instruct mankind, and to seek 
to elevate the human character, and pro- 
mote human happiness, by diffusing the 
mild and pure precepts of the gospel 
n Cferi«t. 



CHAPTER X\^m. 
A FTER these things, Pe^uI de- 
-^-^ parted from Athens, and came 
to Corinth : 

2 And found a certain Jew named 



CHAPTER XVIil 

3. After these things. After what oc- 
curred at Athens, as recorded in the pre- 
vious chapter. ^ Came to Corinth. Co- 
rinth was the capital of Achaia, called 
anciently Ephyra, and was seated on the 
isthmus which divides the Peloponnesus 
from Attica. The city itself stood on a 
little island ; it had two ports, Lechaeum 
on the west, and Cenchrea on the east. 
It was one of the most populous and 
wealthy cities of Greece; and, at the 
same time, one of the most luxurious, 
effeminate, proud, ostentatious, and disso- 
lute. Lasciviousness here was not only 
practised and allowed, but was conse 
crated by the worship of \ enus ; and no 
small part of the wealth and splendour 
of the city arose from the offerings made 
by licentious passion in the very temples 
of this goddess. No city of ancient times 
was more profligate. It was the Pans of 
antiquity; the seat of splendour, and show, 
and corruption. Yet even here, notwith- 
standing all the disadvantages of splen« 
dour, gayety, and dissoluteness, Paul en- 
tered on the work of rearing a church , 
and here he was eminently successful. 
The two epistles which he afterwards 
w^rote to this church show the extent of 
his success ; and the well-known charac* 
ter and propensities of the people will 
account for the general drift of the admo- 
nitions and arguments in those epistles. 
Corinth was destroyed by the Romans 146 
years before Christ; and during the con- 
flagration, several metals in a fused state, 
running together, produced the composi- 
tion known as Corinthian brass. It v^aa 
afterwards restored by Julius Caesar, who 
planted in it a Roman colony. It soon 
regained its ancient splendour, and soon 
relapsed into its former dissipation and 
licentiousness. Paul arrived there A. D 
52 or 53. 

2. And found a certain Jev). Aquila ig 
elsewhere mentioned as the friend of 
Paul. Rom. xvi. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 19. 1 Cor- 
xvi. 19. Though a Jew by birth, yet ii 
is evident that he became a convert to 
the Christian faith. '^ Born in Pontus. 
Note, ch. ii. 9. IT Lately come from Italy 
Though the command of Claudius ex. 
tended onlv to Rome, yet it was probably 
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^ Aquila, born in Pontus., lately 
come from Italy, with his wife 
Priscilla; (because that Claudius 
had commanded all Jews to depart 
from Rome ;) and came unto them. 
3 And because he was of the 
same craft, he abode with them, 
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deemed not safe to remain, or it might 
have been difficult to procure occupation 
in any part of Italy. IF Because that 
Claudius. Claudius was the Roman em- 
peror. He commenced his reign A. D. 
41, and was poisoned A. D. 54. At what 
time in his re^gn this command was is- 
sued is not certainly known. IT Had com- 
manded, &c. This command is not men- 
tioned by Josephus ; but it is recorded by 
Suetonius, a Roman historian (Life of 
Claudius, ch. 25), who says, that " he ex- 
pelled the Jews from Rome, who were 
constantly exciting tumults under their 
ieadei, Chrestus." Who this Chreslus 
was. is not known. It might have been a 
foreign Jew, who raised tumults on some 
occasion of which we have no know- 
ledge ; as the Jews in all heathen cities 
were gready prone to excitements and 
insurrections. Or it may be that Sueto- 
nius, little acquainted with Jewish atfairs, 
mistook this for the name Christ, and 
supposed that he was the leader of the 
Jews. This explanation has much plau- 
sibility ; for, (1.) Suetonius could scarcely 
be supposed to be intimately acquainted 
with the affairs of the Jews. (2.) There 
is every reason to believe, that before 
this, the Christian religion was preached 
at Rome (3.) It would produce there, 
as every where else, great tumult and 
contention among the Jews. (4.) Clau- 
dius, the emperor, might suppose that 
such tumults endangered the peace of 
the city, and resolve to remove the cause 
at once by the dispersion of all the Jews. 
(5.) A Roman histori&n might easily mis- 
take the true state of the case ; and while 
thc> were contending about Christ, he 
might suppose that it w^as under him, as 
a leader, that these tumults were excited. 
All that IS material, however, here, is 
the fact, m which Liike and Suetonius 
agree, that the Jews were expelled from 
Rome during his reign. 

3, The same craft. Of the same trade, 
or occupation. If And wrought. And 
worked at that occupation. Why he did 
it, the historian does not affirm ; but it 
seems pretty evident that it was because 
he had no other means of maintenance. 
V 



and ^ wrought : for h^ their occi'' 
pation they were tent-makers. 

4 And he reasoned in tho*^ syna* 
gogue every sabbath, and persuaded 
the Jews and the Greeks. 

5 And when ^ Silas and Timo- 
theus were come from Macedonia, 

b c.20.34. -- c.17.2. d c.17.14,15. 



He also laboured for his ov;n support in 
Ephesus (Acts xx. 34), and also at Thes- 
salonica. 2 Thess. iii. 9, 10. The aposlle 
was not ashamed of honest industry for 
a livelihood ; nor did he deem it any dis- 
paragement that a minister of the gospel 
should labour with his own hands. 
H For by their occupation. By their 
trade ; that is, they had been brought up 
to this business. Paul had been de- 
signed originally for a lawyer, and had 
been brought up at the feet of Gamaliel. 
But it was a regular custom among the 
Jews to train up their sons to some use- 
ful employment, that they might have 
the means of an honest livelihood. 
Even though they were trained up to 
the liberal sciences, yet they deemed a 
handicraft trade, or some honourable oc- 
cupation, an indispensable part of educa- 
tion. Thus Maimonides (in the Tract 
Talmud. Tora, c. i. § 9) says, that "the 
wise generally practise some of the arts, 
lest they should be dependent on the 
charity of others." See Grotius. The 
wisdom of this is obvious; and it is 
equally plain that a custom of this kind 
now might preserve the health and lives 
of many professional men, and save from 
ignoble dependence or vice, in future 
years, many who are trained up in the 
lap of indulgence and wealth, 'if They 
were tent-makers. Sxjivotj-oioi. There 
have been various opinions about the 
meaning of this word. Many have sup- 
posed that it denotes a weaver of tapestry. 
Luther thus translated it. But it is proba- 
ble that it denotes, as in our translation, a 
manufacture! of tents, made of skin, or 
cloth. In eastern countries, where there 
was much travel ; where there were no 
inns ; and where many were shepherd,^, 
such a busmess might be useful, and a 
profitable source of living. It was an 
honourable occupation, and Paul was 
not ashamed to be employed in it. 

4. A7id he reasoned, &c. Note, cb 
xvii. 2. 

5. And when Silas and Timotheus^ &c> 
They came to Paul according to his re 
quest, which he had sent by the brethren 
who accompanied him from Th^ssalo 
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Paul was pressed in spirit, and tes- 
tified to the Jews that Jesus ' was 
Christ. 

6 And when they opposed ^ them- 
selves, and blasphemed, he shook * 
his raiment, and said unto them, 
Your *= blood be upon your own 
heads : I am clean : from hence- 
forth 1 will g*o unto the Gentiles. 

7 And he departed thence, and 
entered into a certain man's house, 
named Justus, one that worshipped 



1 or, is the Christ. 
cEzeb.33.4. 



nica. ch. xvii. 15. % Paul waa pressed. 
Was urged ; was borne away by an un- 
usual impulse. It was deeply impressed 
on him as his duty. ^ In spirit. In his 
min'd, in his feelings. His love to Christ 
was so great, and his conviction of the 
truth so strong, that he laboured to make 
known to them the truth that Jesus was 
the Messiah '^ That Jesus was Christ. 
That Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah. 
Corr p. ch. xvii. 16. 1 he presence of Si- 
las and Timothy animated him ; and the 
certainty of aid in his work urged him to 
zeal in making known the Saviour. 

6. And when they opposed themselves. 
To him and his message. IT And blas- 
phemed. Note, ch. xiii. 45. IF He shook 
his raiment. As an expressive act of 
shaking off the guilt of their condemna- 
tion. Comp. ch. xiii. 45. He shook his 
raiment to show that he v/as resolved 
henceforward to have nothing to do with 
them ; perhaps, also, to express the fact 
that God would soon shake them off, or 
reject them. {Doddridge.) IT Your blood, 
&c. The guilt of your destruction is 
your own. You on-ly are the cause of 
the destruction that is coming upon you. 
See Note on Matt, xxvii. 25. If I am 
clean. I am not to blame for your de- 
struction. I have done my duty. The 
gospel had been fairly offered, jind deli- 
berately rejected ; and Paul was not to 
blame for their ruin, which he saw was 
coming upon them. IT I will go, &c. See 
ch. xiii. 46. 

7. A certain man's house. Probably 
ae had become a convert to the Christian 
faith. IT Joined hard. Was near to the 
synagogue 

8. And Crispus. He is mentioned in 
1 Cor. i. 14, as having been one of the 
few whom Paul baptized with his own 
nands. The conversion of such a man 
must have tended greatly to exasperate 



God, whose house joined hard fco 
the synagogue. 

8 And "^ Crispus, the chief rulei 
of the synagogue, believed on tho 
Lord, with ail his house : and many 
of the Corinthians hearing, believed, 
and were baptized. 

9 Then spake the Lord to Paul 
in the night by a vision, Be not 
afraid, bat speak, and hold not thy 
peace: 

10 For 1 * am with thee, and no 

dlCor.1.14. eMatt.28.20. 



the other Jews, and to further the pro- 
gress of the Christian faith among the 
Corinthians. IT With all his house. With 
all his family, ch. x. 2. IT And many 
of the Corinthians. Many even in this 
voluptuous and wicked city. Perhaps 
the power of the gospel was never more 
signal than in converting sinners in Co- 
rinth, and rearing a Christian church in 
a place so dissolute and abandoned. If 
it was adapted to such a place as Co- 
rij^ith ; if a church, under the power of 
Christian truth, could be organized there ; 
it is adapted to any city; and there is 
none so corrupt that the gospel cannot 
change and purify it. 

9. By a vision. Comp. Note.ch.ix. 10; 
xvi. 9. IT Be not afraid. Perhaps, Paul 
might have been intimidated by the 
learning, refinement, and splendour of 
Corinth; perhaps, embarrassed in viev; 
of his duty of addressing the rich, the 
polite, and the great. To this he may al- 
lude in 1 Cor. ii. 3; "And I was with 
you in weakness, and in fear, and in 
much trembling." In such circumstances 
it pleased God to meet him, and disarm 
his fears. This he did by assuring him 
of success. The fact that God had much 
people in that city (ver. 10), was emplo}^- 
ed to remove his apprehensions. The 
prospect of success in the mmistry, and 
the certainty of the presence of God, will 
take away the fear of the rich, the learn 
ed, and the great. 

10. For lam with thee. I will attend, 
bless, and protect you. See Note, Matt, 
xxviii. 20. f No man shall set on thee. 
No one who shall rise up against th«e 
shall be able to hurt thee. His life was 
in God's hands, and he would preserve 
him, in order that his people miprht be 
collected into the church, f For i have. 
Gr. There is to me ; i. e. I possess, or 
there belongs to me. IT Much people 
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man shall set on thee t- biirt thee : 
for I have much people hi this city. 

11 And he ' continued there a 
year and six months, teaching the 
word of God among them. 

12 And when Gallio was the de- 
nuty of Achaia, the Jews made in- 

1 or, sat there. 
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Many who should be regarded as his 
true friends, and who should be saved. 
H In this city. In that very city that was 
BO voluptuous; so rich; so effeminate; 
and where there had been already so de- 
cided opposition shown to the gospel. 
This passage evidently means that God 
had a design or purpose to save many of 
that people. For it was given to Paul as 
an encouragement to him to labour there, 
evidenily meaning that God would grant 
him success in his work. It cannot mean 
that the Lord meant to say that the great 
mass of the people, or that the moral and 
virtuous part, if there were any such, 
was then regarded as his people ; but that 
he intended to convert many of those 
guilty and profligate Corinthians to him- 
self, and to gather a people for his own 
service there. We may learn from this, 
(1.) That God has a purpose in regard to 
the salvation of sinners. (2.) That that 
purpose is so fixed in the mind of God 
that he can say that those in relation to 
whom it is formed are his. There is no 
chs ice ; no hap-hazard ; no doubt in re- 
gal J to his gathering them to himself. 
(3.) This is the ground of encouragement 
to the ministers of the gospel. Had God 
no purpose to save sinners, they could 
have no hope in their work. (4.) This 
plan may have reference to the most gay, 
and guilty, and abandoned population ; 
and ministers should not be deterred by 
the amount or the degree of wickedness 
from attempting to save them. (5.) There 
may be more hope of success among a 
dissolute and profligate population, than 
among proud, and cold, and skeptical 
philosophers. Paul had little success in 
philosophic Athens ; he had great success 
in dissolute Corinth. There is often 
more hope of converting a man openly 
dissolute and abandoned, than one who 
prides himself on his philosophy, and is 
confideni; in his own wisdom. 

11. And he contiriued, &c. Paul was 
not accustomed to remain long in a place. 
At Ephesus, indeed, he remained three 
years (Acts xx. 31) ; and his stay at Co- 
rinth was caused by his success, and by 
vhe necessity of placing a church, collect- 



surrection with one accord against 
Paul, and brought him to the judg- 
ment-seat, '^ 

13 Saying, This fellow persnad- 
eth men to v/orship God contrary 
to the law. 

14 And when Paul was now 

o Jain,2,6. 



ed out of such corrupt, and dissolute ma 
terials, on a firm foundation. 

12. And Gallio. After the Romans had 
conquered Greece, they reduced it to 
two provinces, Macedonia and Achaia, 
which were each governed by a procon- 
sul. Gallio was the brother of the cele- 
brated philosopher Seneca, and was made 
proconsul of Achaia A. D. 53. His proper 
name was Marcus Annseus Novatus, but 
having been adopted into the family of 
Gallio, a rhetorician, he took his name. 
He is described by ancient writers as 
having been of a remarkably mild and 
amiable disposition. His brother Seneca 
(Pragf Quest. Natu. 4) describes him as 
being of the most lovely temper : "No 
mortal," says he, " was ever so mild to 
anyone, as he was to all; and in him 
there was such a natural power of good- 
ness, that there was no semblance of art 
or dissimulation." IT Was deputy. See 
this word explained in Acts xiii. 7. It 
means here proconsul. "IF Of Achaia. 
This word, in its largest sense, compre- 
hended the whole of Greece Achaia 
proper, however, was a province of which 
Corinth was the capital. It embraced 
that part of Greece lying between Thes- 
saly and the southern part of the Pelo- 
ponnesus. IT The Jews made insurrection. 
Excited a tumult, as they had in Philippi, 
Antioch, &c. IT Arid brought him to the 
judgment-seat. The tribunal of Gallio ; 
probably intending to arraign him as a 
disturber of the peace. 

13. Contrary to the law. Evidently in- 
tending contrary to all law — the laws of 
the Romans and of the Jews. It was 
permitted to the Jews to worship God ac- 
cording to their own views in Greece ; 
but they could easily pretend that Paul 
had departed from thai mode of worship- 
ping God. It was easy for them to main- 
tain that he taught contrary to the laws of 
the Romans, and their acknowledged re- 
ligion ; and their design seems to have 
been to accuse him of teaching men to 
worship God iii an unlawful and irregular 
way, a way unknown to any of the law« 
of the empire. 

14. About to open his mouth. In self 
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about to open his mouth, Galiio said 
unto the Jews, If it were a matter 
of wrong, or wicked lewdness, O ye 
Jews, ■* reason would that I should 
bear with yoi: 

15 But if it be a question of 



defence, ever ready to vindicate his con- 
duct. IF A matter ofwro?ig. Injustice, or 
crime, such as could be properly brought 
before a court of justice. IT Or wicked 
lewdness. Any flagrant and gross offence. 
The word used here occurs nowhere else 
m the New Testament. It denotes pro- 
perly an act committed by him who is 
skilled, facile, or an adept in iniquity — 
an act of a veteran offender. Such crimes 
Galiio was willing to take cognizance of. 
IT Reason would, &c. Greek, ' I would 
bear with you according to reason.' 
There would be propriety or fitness in my 
hearing and trying the case. That is, it 
would fall within the sphere oJ*my duty, 
as appointed to guard the peace, and to 
punish crimes. 

15. Of words. A dispute about words, 
for such he would regard ail their con- 
troversies about religion to be. ^ And 
names. Probably he had heard something 
of the nature oi the controversy, and un- 
derstood it to be a dispute about names, 
1. e. whether Jesus was to be called the 
Messiah or not. To him this would ap- 
pear as a matter pertaining to the Jews 
alone, and to be ranked with their other 
disputes arising from the difference of sect 
and name. IT Of your law. A question 
respecting the proper interpretation of the 
law, or the rites and ceremonies which it 
commanded. The Jews had many such 
disputes, and Galiio did not regard them 
as coming under his cognizance as a ma- 
gistrate. IT Look ye to it. Judge this 
among yourselves ; settle the difficulty as 
you can. Comp. John xviii. 31. IT For I 
will be no judge &c. I do not regard such 
questions as pertaining to my office, or 
deem myself called on to settle them. 

16. And he drave them, &c. He refused 
to hear and decide the controversy. He 
commanded them to depart from the 
court. The word used here does not de- 
note that there was any violence used by 
Galiio, but merely that he dismissed them 
in an authoritative manner. 

17. 7'hen all the Greeks. The Greeks 
who had witnessed the persecution of 
Paul by the Jews, and who had seen the 
tii mult" which they had excited, f Took 
SostkeneK^ &c. As he Vv^as the chief ruler 



words and names, and of your law, 
* look ye to it; for I will be na 
judge of such fnatters, 

16 And he drave them from the 
judgment-seat. 

17 Then all the Greeks took 

h Jno. 18.31. C.23.29J 25.11,19. 



of the synagogue, he had probably beer 
a leader in the opposition to Paul, and ir 
the prosecution. Indignant at the Jews 
at their bringing such questions before 
the tribunal ; at theii bigotry, and rage 
and contentious spirit, they probably fei^ 
upon him in a tumultuous and disorderly 
manner as he was leaving the tribunal. 
The Greeks would feel no small measure 
of indignation at these disturbers of the 
public peace, and they took this opportu- 
nity to express their rage. 11 And beat 
Mm. 'irvTTTOv, This word is not that 
which is commonly used to denote a ju- 
dicial act of scourging. It probably means 
that they fell upon him, and beat him with 
their fists, or with whatever was at hand. 
IT Before the judgment-seat. Probably 
while leaving the tribunal. Instead of 
" Greeks" in this verse, some MSS. read 
" Jews," but the former is probably the 
true reading. The Syriac, Arabic, and 
Coptic read it " the Gentiles." It is pro- 
bable that this Sosthenes afterwards be 
came a convert to the Christian faith, ana 
a preacher of the gospel. See 1 Cor. i. 
1, 2, " Paul, and Sosthenes our brother 
unto the church of God which is at Co- 
rinth." "il" And Galiio cared, &c. This 
has been usually charged on Galiio as a 
matter of reproach, as if he were wholly 
indifFerent to religion. But the charge is 
unjustly made ; and his name is often most 
improperly used to represent the indiffe- 
rent, the worldly, the careless, and the 
skeptical. But by the testimony of an- 
cient writers, he was a most mild and 
amiable man ; and an upright and just 
judge. Not is there the least evidence 
that he was indifferent to the religion of 
his country, or that he was of a thought- 
less and skeptical turn of mind. All that 
this passage implies is, (1,) That he did 
not deem it to be his duty, or a part of his 
office, to settle questions of a theological 
nature that were started among the Jews. 
(2.) That he was unwilling to make this 
subject a matter of legal discussion and 
investigation. (3.) That he would not in- 
terfere, either on one side or the other, in 
the question about making proselytes 
either to or from Judaism, So far certain- 
ly his conduct was exemplary and proper 
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^ Sosthenes, the chkf ruler of the 
synagogue, and beat him before the 
judgment-seat. And Gallic cared 
tor none of thoiie things. 



f4.) That he did not choose to interpose, 
and rescue Sosthenes from the hands of 
Uie mob. From some cause he was will- 
ing that he should feel the effects of the 
j[jubiic indignation. Perhaps it was not 
oasy to quell the riot; perhaps, he was 
not unwilling that he who had jomed in 
a furious and unprovoked persecution, 
should feel the effect of it in the excited 
passions of the people. At all events, he 
was but following the common practice 
among the Romans, which was to regard 
the Jews with contempt, and to care little 
how much they were exposed to popular 
fury and rage. In this he was wrong ; 
and it is certain also that he was indiffer- 
ent to the disputes between Jews and 
Christians ; but there is no propriety m 
defaming his name, and makmg him the 
type and representative of all the thought- 
less and indifferent men on the subject 
of religion in suDsequent times. Nor is 
there propriety in using this passage as a 
text as applicable to this class of men. 

18. And sailed thence into Syria. Or 
set sail for Syria. His design was to go 
to Jerusalem to the festival which was 
soon to occur, ver. 21. ^ Having shorn 
his head. Many interpreters have sup- 
posed that this refers to Aquila, and not to 
Paul. But the connexion evidently re- 
quires us to understand itof Paul, though 
the Greek construction does not with cer- 
tainty determine to which it refers. The 
Vulgate refers it to Aquila, the Syriac to 
Paul. IT In Cenchrea, Cenchrea was the 
eastern port of Cjrinth. A church was 
formed in that place. Rom. xvi. 1. ^ For 
he had a vow. A vow is a solemn promise 
made to God respecting any thing. The 
use of vows is observable throughout 
the Scripture. Jacob going into Mesopo- 
tamia, vowed the tenth of his estate, and 
promised to offer it at Bethel to the honour 
of God. Gen. xxviii. 22. Moses made 
many regulations in regard to vows. A 
man might devote himself or his children 
to the Lord. He might devote any part of 
his time or property to his service. The 
vow they were required sacredly to ob- 
serve (Deut. xxiii. 21 , 22), except in cer- 
tain specified cases they were permitted 
to redeem that which had been thus de- 
voted. The most remarkable vow among 
the Jews was that of the Nazarite ; by 
y 3 



18 And Paul after this tarried 
there yet a good while, and then 
took his leave of the brethren, and 
sailed thence into Syria, and with 



which a man made a solemn promise to 
God to abstain from wine, and all intoxicat- 
ing liquors, to let the hair grow, and not 
to enter any house polluted by having a 
dead body in it, or to attend any funeral. 
This vow generally lasted eight days, 
sometimes a month, sometimes during a 
definite period fixed by themselves, and 
sometimes during their whole lives. 
When the vow expired, the priest made 
an offering of a he-lamb for a burnt-offer- 
ing, a she-lamb for an expiatory sacrifice, 
and a ram for a peace-offering. The 
priest then, or some other person, shaved 
the head of the Nazarite at the door of 
the tabernacle, and burnt the hair on the 
fire of the altar. Those who made the 
vow out of Palestine, and who could not 
come to the temple when the vow was 
expired, contented themselves with ob- 
serving the abstinence required by the 
law, and cutting off the hair where they 
were. This I suppose to have been the 
case with Paul. His hair he cut off at the 
expiration of the vow at Cenchrea, though 
he delayed to perfect the vow by the pro- 
per ceremonies until he reached Jerusa- 
lem. Acts xxi, 23. 24. Why Paul made 
this vow, or on what occasion, the sacred 
historian has not informed us, and con- 
jecture perhaps is useless. We may ob- 
serve, however, (1.) That it was common 
for the Jews to make such vows to God, 
as an expression of gratitude or of devo- 
tedness to his service, when they had been 
raised up from sickness, or delivered from 
danger or calamity. See Josephus b. i. 
2. 15. Vows of this nature were also 
made by the Gentiles on occasions of de- 
liverance from any signal calamity. Ju- 
venal Sat. 12. 81. It is possible that Paul 
may have made such a vow in conse- 
quence of signal deliverance from some 
of the numerous perils to which he was 
exposed. But, (2.) There is reason to 
think that it was mainly with a design lo 
convin-^e the Jews, that he did not de- 
spise tb eir law, and was not its enemy 
See ch. xxi. 22, 23, 24. In accordanc& 
with the custom of the nation, and in 
compliance with a law which was not 
wrong in itself, he might have made this 
vow, not for a time-serving purpose, but 
in order to conciliate thern, and to mitigate 
their anger against the gospel But where 
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him Priscilla and Aquila; having 
shorn " his hectd in Cenchrea : ^ for 
he had a vow. 

19 And he came to Ephesus, and 
eft them there : but he himself en- 
tered into the synagogue, and rea- 
soned^ with the Jews. 

*20 When they desired him to 
tarry longer time with them, he 
consented not; 

21 But bade them farewell, say- 
ing, I must by all means keep this 
feast that cometh in Jerusalem : 
'^ but I will return again unto you^ 
if ^ God will. And he sailed from 
Ephesus. 



aNum,6J8. c.21.24. 
dc.19.21; 20.16. e 



b Rom.16.1. c c.17.2. 

lCor.4.19. Jam.4.15. 



nothing is recorded, conjecture is useless. 
Those who wish to see the subject dis- 
cussed, may consult Grotius and Kuinoel 
in loco, and Spencer de Legibus Hebrae. 
p. 862, and Calmet's Die. art. Nazarite. 

19. And he came to Ephesus.. This was 
a celebrated city in Ionia, in Asia Minor, 
about forty miles south of Smyrna. It was 
chiefly famous for the temple of Diana, 
usually reckoned one of the seven won- 
ders of the world. Pliny styles this city 
the ornament of Asia. In the times of the 
Romans it was the metropolis of Asia. 
This city is now under the dominion of 
the Turks, and is almost in a slate of ruin. 
Dr. Chandler, in his travels in Asia Minor, 
says — " The inhabitants are a few Greek 
peasants, living in extreme wretchedness, 
dependence, and insensibility ; the repre- 
sentatives of an illustrious people, and in- 
habiting the wreck of their greatness ; 
some in the substructions of the glorious 
edifices which they raised ; some beneath 
the vaults of the stadium, once the crowd- 
ed scene of their diversions ; and some in 
the sepulchres which received their 
ashes." Travels, p. 131, Oxford, 1775. 
The Jews, according to Josephus, were 
very numerous in Ephesus, and had ob- 
tained the privilege of citizenship. '^ Left 
them there. That is, Aquiia and Priscilla. 
ver. 24 — 26. % Reasoned with the Jews. 
Note, ch. xvii. 2. 

21. Keep this feast. Proba:bly the Pass- 
over is here referred to. Why he was 
so ailxious to celebrate that feast at Jeru- 
salem, the historian has not informed us. 
It is probable, however, that he wished to 
meet as many of his countrymen as pos- 
sible, and to remove, if practicable, the 



23 ARd when he had landed at 
Cesarea, and gone up, and saluted 
the church, he went down to An- 
tioch. 

23 And after he had spent some 
time there, he departed, and w^ent 
over all the country of Galatia f and 
Phrygia in order, strengthening 
^ all the disciples. 

24 And a certain Jew named 
^ Apollos, born at Alexandria, an 
eloquent man, a7id mighty in the 
Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 

25 This man was instructed in 
the way of the Lord ; and being 
fervent * in the spirit, he spake and 

/Gal. 1.2. §• c.14.22; 15.32,41. ft 1 Cor. 1.12; 

3.5,6. Tit.3.13. iRom.12.11. Jain.5.l6. 

prejudices which had every where been 
raised against him. ch. xxi. 20, 21. Per- 
has, also, he supposed that there would be 
many Christian converts present, whom 
he might meet also. IT But I will return, 
&LC. This he did (ch. xix. 1), and remained 
there three years, ch. xx. 31. 

22. At Cesarea. Note, ch. viii. 40. 
'^ And gone up. From the ship, IF And 
saluted the church. Having expressed for 
them his tender regard and affection, 
IT To Antioch. In Syria. Note, ch. xi. 19. 

23. The country of Galatia and Phry- 
gia. He had been over these regions be- 
fore, preaching the gospel, ch. xvi. 6. 
^ Strengthening. Establishing them by 
exhortation and counsel. Note, ch. 
xiv. 22. 

24. And a certain Jew named Apollos. 
Apollos afterwards became a distinguish- 
ed and successful preacher of the gospel. 
1 Cor. 1. 12; iii. 5, 6 ; iv. 6. Titus iii. 13. 
Nothing more is known of him than is 
stated in these passages. IT Born at Alex- 
andria. Alexandria was a celebrated city 
in Egypt, founded by Alexander the 
Great. There were large numbers of 
Jews resident there. INote, ch. vi. 9. 
IT An eloquent man. Alexandria Was fa 
mous for its schools, and it is probable that 
Apollos, in addition to his natural endow- 
ments, had enjoyefJ the benefit of these 
schools. IT Mighty in the Scriptures. 
Well instructed, or able in the Old Testa- 
ment. The foundation was thus laid for 
future usefulness in the Christian church. 
Note, Luke xxi v. 19. 

25. This man was instructed. Greek, 
was catechised. He was instructed, in 
some degree into the knowledge c^ the 
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taught diligently the things of the 
Lord, knowing * only the baptism 
of John. 

26 And he began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue : whom when 
Aquila and Priscilla had heard, 
they tooli him unto them, and ex- 
pounded unto him the way of God 



Christian rehgion. By whom this was 
clone, we have no information. See Note, 
-ch. ii. 9 — 11. IF In the right way of the 
Lord. The word way often refers to doc- 
trine. Matt. xxi. 32. It meaiis here that 
he had been correctly taught in regard to 
the iMessiah; yet his knowledge was im- 
perfect, ver. 26. The amount of his 
knowledge seems to have been, — (1.) 
He had correct views of the Messiah to 
come — views which he had derived from 
the study of the Old Testament. He was 
expecting a Saviour that should he hum- 
ble, obscure, and a sacrifice, in opposition 
to the prevailing notions of the Jews. (2.) 
He had heard of John; had embraced his 
doctrine ; and probably had been baptized 
with reference to him that was to come. 
Comp. Matt. iii. 2. Acts xix. 4. But it is 
clear that he had not heard that Jesus was 
the Messiah. With his correct views m 
regard to the coming of the Messiah, he 
was endeavouring to instruct and reform 
his countrymen. He was just in the state 
of mind to welcome the announcement 
that the Messiah had come, and to em- 
brace Jesus of Nazareth as the hope of the 
nation. IT Being fervent in the spirit. 
Being zealous and ardent. See Note, 
Rom. xii. 11. ^Taught diligently. De- 
fended with zeal and earnestness his 
vievi^s of the Messiah. IT The things of 
the Lord. The doctrines pertaining to the 
Messiah as far as he understood them. 
^ Knowing only the baptism of John. 
Whether he had heard John, and been 
baptized by him, has been made a ques-* 
tion, and cannot now be decided. It is 
not necessary, however, to suppose this, 
as it seems that the knowledge of John's 
preaching and baptism had been propa- 
gated extensively into other nations be- 
gid€s Judea. ch. xix. 1 — 3, The Messiah 
was exfjected about that time. The fo- 
reign Jews would be waiting for him ; 
and the news of John's ministry, doctrine, 
and success would be rapidly propagated 
from synagogue to synagogue into the sur- 1 
rounding nations. John preached repent- j 
ance, and baptized with reference to him 
4iat was to Com J after him. (ch. xix. 4), j 



more ^ perfectly. 

27 And when he was disposed 
to pass into Achaia, the brethren 
wrote, exhorting the disciples to 
receive him : who, when he was 
come, helped '^ them much which 
had believed '^ through grace : 

28 For he mightily convinced 

b Heb.e.l. 2Pet.3.18. c lCor.3.6. d Eph.2.8. 



and this doctrine Apollos seems tc havo 
embraced. 

26. And expounded. Explained. IT Tk^f, 
way of God. Gave him full and ample 
instructions respecting the Messiah as 
having already come, and respecting the 
nature of his work. 

27. Into Achaia. Note, ch. xviii. 12. 
IF The brethren wrote. The brethren at 
Ephesus. Why he went, the historian 
does not inform us. But he had heard 
of the success of Paul there ; of the 
church which he had established ; of the 
opposition of the Jews ; and it was doubts 
less with a desire to establish that church, 
and with a wish to convince his unb;v 
lieving countrymen that their views of th? 
Messiah were erroneous, and that Jesm 
of JNazareth corresponded with the prc^ 
dictions of the prophets. Many of th4 
Greeks at Corinth were greatly captivat 
ed with his winning eloquence (1 Cor. i 
12 ; iii. 4, 5), and his going there was the 
occasion of some unhappy divisions thai 
sprung up in the church. But in all this, 
he retained the confidence and love of 
Paul. 1 Cor. i. iii. It was thus shown tha'' 
Paul was superior to envy, and that grea« 
success by one minister need not excite 
the envy, or alienate the confidence and 
good will of another. IF Helped them 
much. Strengthened them, and aided 
them in their controversies with the un- 
believing Jews. ^ Which had believed 
through grace. The words " through 
grace" may either refer to Apollos, or to 
the Christians who had believed. l£ tc 
him, it means that he was enabled by 
grace to strengthen the brethren there , 
if to them, it means that they had been 
led to believe by the grace or favour cf 
God. Either interpretation makes good 
sense. Our translation has adopted that 
which is most natural and obvious. 

28. For he mightily convinced the Jews 
He did it by strong arguments ; he bore 
down all opposition, and effectually si- 
lenced them. IF And that publicly. In 
his public preaching in the synagogue and 
elsewhere. IF Showing hy the Scriptures 
Proving from the Old Testameiat. ^hm- 
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the Jews, and thai publicly, show- 
ing by * the Scriptures that Jesus 
* was Christ. 

CHAPTER XIX. 
A ND it came to pass, that while 
•^*- Apollos * was at Corinth, Paul 
having passed through the upper 
coasts, came to Ephesus; and find- 
ing certain disciples, 
2 He said unto them, have ye 



a Jno.6.»9. 
3.5,6. 



1 or, is the Christ, ver.5. b ICor. 



mg that Jesus of Nazareth corresponded 
with the account of the Messiah given by 
the prophets. See Note, John v. 39. 
ir That Jesus was Christ. See the mar- 
gin. That Jesus of Nazareth was the 
Messiah. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

1. While Apollos was at Cornith. It is 
probable that he remained there a con- 
siderable time, 'i Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts. The upper, or 
more elevated regions of Asia Minor. 
The writer refers here particularly to the 
provinces of Phrygia and Galatia. ch. 
xviii. 23. These regions were called 
upper, because they were situated on the 
high table-land m the interior of Asia 
Minor, while Ephesus was in the low 
maritime regions, and called the low coun- 
try. IT Came to Ephesus. Agreeably to 
his promise, ch. xviii. 21. "^ And finding 
certain disciples. Certain persons who 
had been baptized into John's baptism, 
and who had embraced John's doctrine, 
that the Messiah w^as soon to appear, ver. 
3, 4. It is very clear that they had not yet 
heard that he had come, or that the Holy 
Ghost was given. They were evidently 
in the same situation as Apollos. Notes, 
ch. xviii. 25. 

2. Have ye received the Holy Ghost 7 
Have ye received the extraordinary effu- 
eions and miraculous influences of the 
Holy Ghost? Paul would not doubt 
that, if they had " believed," they had 
received the ordinary converting influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit — tor it w'as one 
of his favourite doctrines, that the Holy 
Spirit renews the heart. But, besides this, 
the miraculous influences of the Spirit 
were conferred on most societies of be- 
lievers. The power of speaking with 
tongiies, or of working miracles, was im- 
parted as an evidence of the presence of 
God, and of their acceptance with him, 
ch. X. 45, 46. 1 Cor. xiv. It was natural 
for Paul to ask whether this evidence 
of the divine favour had been granted to 



received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed 1 And they said unto him, 
We have not ^ so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost, 

3 And he said unto them, Unto 
what then were ye baptized % And 
they said. Unto '^ John's baptism. 

4 Then said Paul, John ^ verily 
baptized with tie baptism of re- 
pentance, ^ saying unto the people, 



c c.8,16. ISam.S.T. 
/Jno.l. 15,27,30. 



6Matt.3.11 



them. IT Since ye believed. Since you 
embraced the doctrine of John, that the 
Messiah was soon to come, f We have 
not so much as Jicard, &c. This seems to 
be a very remarkable and strange an- 
swer. Yet we are to remember, (1.) That 
these were mere disciples of John's doc- 
trine, and that his preaching related par- 
ticularly to the Messiah, and not to the 
Holy Ghost. (2.) It does not even appear 
that they had heard that the Messiah had 
come, or had heard of Jesus of Nazareth 
ver. 4, 5. (3.) It is not remarkable, there 
fore, that they had no clear conceptiong 
of the character and operations of the 
Holy Ghost. Yet, (4.) They w^ere just in 
that state of mind, that they were willing 
to embrace the doctrine when it was 
proclaimed to them; thus showing that 
they were really under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit. God may often produce 
important changes in the hearts and lives 
of sinners, even where they have no clear 
and systematic views of religious doc- 
trines. In all such cases, however, as in 
this, there will be a readiness of heart to 
embrace the truth where it is made 
known. 

3. Unto what. Unto what faith, or doc 
trine. What did you profess to believe 
when you were baptized. IT Unto John's 
baptism. Note, ch. xviii. 25. 

4. Joh7i verily baptized. John did in- 
deed baptize. H W^ith the baptism of re- 
pentance. Having special relation to re 
pentance, or as a profession that they did 
repent of their sins. Note, Matt. lii. 6 
IT Saying unto the people. The design of 
his coming was, to turn the people from 
their sins, and to prepare them for the 
coming of the Messiah. He therefore di- 
rected their attention principally to him 
that was to come. John i. 15. 22 — 27. 
IT That is on Christ Jesus. These are the 
words of Paul, explaining what John 
taught. He taught t«-hem to believe in the 
Messiah, and that the Messiah was Jesus 
of Nazareth. The argument of Paul ia 
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that the J should believe on him 
which should come after him, that 
is, on Christ Jesus. 

5 When they heard this^ they 
were baptized in the name '^ of the 
Lord Jesus. 

6 And when Paul had laid * his 
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them ; '^ and they spake 
with tongues, "^ and prophesied. 



a c.8,16. lCor,1.13. 
dlCor.H.l,&c. 



cc.2.4:10.46. 



that it was highly proper for them now to 
profess pubhcly that Saviour to whom 
John had borne such explicit testimony. 
'Jesus is the Messiah for whom John 
came to prepare the way ; and as you have 
embraced John's doctrine, you ought now 
publicly to acknowledge that Redeemer 
by baptism in his name.' 

5. When they heard this. When they 
heard what Paul had said respecting the 
nature of John's baptism. IT They were 
baptized, &c. As there is no other in- 
stance in the New Testament of any 
persons having been rebaptized, it has 
been made a question by some critics, 
whether it was done here ; and they have 
supposed that all this is the narrative of 
Luke respecting what took place under 
the ministry of John, to wit: that he told 
them to believe on Christ Jesus, and then 
baptized them in his name. But this is a 
most forced construction ; and it is evi- 
dent that these persons were rebaptized 
by the direction of Paul. For, (1.) This 
is the obvious interpretation of the pas- 
sage — ^^that which would strike all persons 
as correct, unless there were some pre- 
vious theory to support. (2.) It was not 
a matter of/act that John baptized in the 
name of Christ Jesus. His was the bap- 
tism of repentance ; and there is not the 
shghtest evidence that he ever used the 
name of Jesus in the form of baptism. 
(3.) If this be the sense of the passage, 
that John baptized them in the name of 
Jesus, then this verse is a mere repetition 
of ver. 4 ; a tautology of which the sa- 
cred writers would not be guilty. (4.) It 
is evident, that the persons on whom Paul 
laid his hands (ver. 6), and those who 
were baptized, were the same. But these 
were the persons who heard (ver. 5) what 
was said. The narrative is continuous, 
allbarts of it cohering together as relat- 
ing to a transaction that occurred at the 
Bame time. If the obvious interpretation 
of the passage be the true one, it follows, 
that the baptism of John was not strictly 



7 And all the men were about 
twelve. 

8 And he went into the synagogue, 
and spake boldly for the space of 
three months, disputing, ^ and per- 
suading f the things concerning the 
kingdom of God. 

9 But when divers were harden- 
ed, ^ and believed not, but spake 
evil ^ of that * way before the mul- 

cc.18.19. /c.28.23. g Raca.11.7. Heb.3 13. 

h 2Tim.l.l5, 2Pet.2.2. Jude 10. i ver.23. 



Christian baptism. It was the baptism 
of repentance ; a baptism designed to 
prepare the way for the introduction of 
the kingdom of the Messiah. It will noi 
follow, however, from this that Christian 
baptism is now ever to be repeated. For 
this, there is no warrant, no example in 
the New Testament. There is no com 
mand to repeat it, as in the case of the 
Lord's supper; and the nature and de- 
sign of the ordinance evidently supposes 
that it is to be performed but once. The 
disciples of John were rebaptized, not be- 
cause baptism IS designed to be repeated, 
but because they never had been, in fact, 
baptized in'the manner prescribed by the 
Lord Jesus. IT In the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Note, ch. ii. 38. 

6. And when Paul laid his hands, &c. 
Note, ch. viii. 17. 1 And they spake with 
tongues. N' tes, ch. ii. 4 ; x. 46. IT And 
prophesied. Notes, ch. ii. 17 ; xi. 27. 

7. And all the men. The whole num- 
ber. 

8. Persuading the things. Endeavour- 
ing to persuade them of the truth of 
what was affirmed respecting the king- 
dom of God 

9. But when divers. When some were 
hardened. ^ Were hardened. When theii 
hearts were hardened, and they became 
violently opposed to the gospel. When 
the truth made no impression on them. 
The word harden, as applied to the heart 
is often used to denote insensibility, and 
opposition to the gospel, "il But spake evil 
of that way. Of the gospel— the way, 
path, or manner in which God saves men. 
See Acts xvi. 17; xviii. 26. Matt. vii. la 
14. IT Separated the disciples. Removed 
them from the influence and society of 
those who were seeking to draw them 
away from the faith. This is often the 
best way to prevent the evil influence of 
others. Christians, if they wish to pre- 
serve their minds calm and peaceful; if 
they wish to avoid the agitations of con- 
flict, and the temptations of those who 
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titude, he departed " from them, 
and separated the disciples, dis- 
puting daily in the school of one 
Tyramms. 

10 And this continued by the 
space * of two years ; so that al] 
they which dv/elt in Asia '^ heard 
the word of the Lord Jesus, both 



THE ACTS. LA,D.6a 

Jews and Greeks. 

11 And God wrought special ^ 
miracles by the hands of Paul : 

12 So that from his body were 
brought unto the sick handkerchiefs 
^ or aprons, and the diseases de- 
parted from them, and the evil spi 
rits went out of them. 



would lead them astray, may often find it 
necessary to withdraw from their society, 
and should seek the fellowship of their 
Christian brethren. IT Disputing daily. 
This is not a happy translation. The 
word used here {Siaxsyo/jcevog) does not 
of necessity denote disputation or conien- 
Hon, but is often used in a good sense of 
reasoning (Acts xvii. 2 ; xviii.4. 19; xxiv. 
25), or of Tpubhc preaching. Acts xx. 7. 9. 
It is used in this sense here, and denotes 
that Paul taught publicly, or reasoned on 
the subject of religion in this place. IT In 
the school of one Tyrannus. Who this 
Tyrannus was, is not known. It is proba- 
ble that he was a Jew, who was engaged 
m this employment, and who might not 
bo unfavourable to Christians. In his 
school, or in the room which he occu- 
pied for teaching, Paul instructed the peo- 
ple when he was driven from the syna- 
gogue. Christians at that time had no 
churches, and they were obliged to assem- 
ble in any place where it might be con- 
Tenient to conduct public worship. 

10. This continued. This public instruc- 
tion. IT By the space, &c. For two whole 
years. IT So that all. That is, the great 
mass of the people. IT That dwelt in Asia. 
In that province of Asia Minor of which 
Ephesus was the principal city. The 
name Asia was used sometimes to denote 
that single province. See Note, Acts ii. 
9. Ephesus was the capital; and there 
was, of course, a constant and large m- 
flux of people there for the purposes of 
commerce and worship. IT Heard the word 
of the Lord Jesus. Heard the doctrine 
respectmg the Lord Jesus. 

31. Special miracles. Miracles that were 
remarkable; that were not common, or 
that were very unusual (dv ra^ Tu%ou(r»5). 
This expression is classic Greek. Thus 
Longinus says of Moses, that he was no 
common man. '0y%' o tu%wv «vji^. 

12. So that from his body. That is, 
those handkerchiefs which had been ap- 
plied to his body, which he had used, or 
which he had touched. An instance 
somewhat similar to this occurs in the 
ease of the woman who was healed by 



touching the hem of the Saviour's gar 
ment. Matt. ix. 20—22. IF Unto the sick. 
The sick who were at a distance, and who 
were unable to go where he was. If it 
be asked why this was done, it may be 
observed, (1.) That the working of mira- 
cles in that region would greatly contri- 
bute to the spread of the gospel. (2.) 
We are not to suppose that there was any 
efficacy in the aprons thus brought, or in 
the mere fact that they had touched the 
body of Paul, anymore than there was 
in the hem of the Saviour's garment 
which the woman touched, or in the clay 
which he made use of to open the eyes 
of the blind man. John viii. 6. (3.) In 
this instance, the fact, that the miracles 
were wrought in this manner by garments 
which had touched his body, was a mere 
sign, or an evidence to the persons con- 
cerned, that it was done by the instrumen- 
tality of Paul, as the fact that the Saviour 
put his fingers into the ears of a deaf man, 
and spit and touched his tongue (Mark 
vii. 33), was an evidence to those who 
saw it, that the power of healing came 
from him. The bearing of these aprons 
to the sick was, therefore, a mere sign, or 
evidence to all concerned, that miraculou 
power was given to Paul. IT Handher 
chiefs. The word used here (crouS^a^tw) 
is of Latin origin, and properly denotes a 
piece of linen with which sv^eat was wiped 
from the face ; and then any piece of 
linen used for tying up, or containing any 
thing. In Lul^e xix. 20, it denotes the 
*' napkin" in which the talent of the un- 
profitable servant was concealed ; in Johr 
xi. 44; XX. 7, the "napkin" which waa 
used to bind up the face of the dead, ap- 
plied to Lazarus and to our Saviour. If Or 
aprons, xiv/jxtf^^st. This is also a Latin 
word, and means WierBWy 2i half-girdle — a 
piece of cloth which was girded round 
the waist to preserve the clothes of those 
who were engaged in any kind of work. 
The word aprons expresses the idea, 
^ And the diseases departed. The sick 
were healed. IF And the evil spirits. See 
Notes, Matt. iv. 24. It is evident that 
this power of workmg miracles would 
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13 Then certain of the vagabond 
Jews, exorcists, took upon them 
'^ to call over them w^hich had evil 
spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, 
saying, We adjure ^ you by Jesus, 
whom Paul preacheth. 

14 And there were seven sons of 
one Sceva, a Jev/, and chief of the 
priests, which did so. 

15 And the evil spirit answered 



a Mark 9.38. Luke 9.4 



contribute greatly to Paul's success among 
the people. 

13. The vagabond Jews. Gr. Jews going 
ahoui. n£§«£^%o^£va,v. The word vaga- 
bond with us is now commonly used in a 
bad sense, to denote a. vagrant; a man 
who has no home ; an idle, worthless fel- 
low. The word, however, properly means 
one wandering from place to place, with- 
out any settled habitation, from whatever 
cause it may be. Here it denotes those 
Jewa who wandered from place to place, 
practising exorcism. '^Exorcists. ^B.oe- 
KKTTwv. This word properly denotes those 
who went about pretending to be able to 
expel evil spirits, or to cure diseases by 
charms, incantations, &c. The word is de- 
rived from of'toff, orkos, an oath, and from 
o£»c*!fa), to bind with an oath. It Was ap- 
plied in this sense, because those who 
pretended to be able to expel demons 
used the formula of an oath, or adjured 
them, to compel them to leave the pos- 
sessed persons. Comp. Matt. xii. 27. They 
commonly used the name of God, or called 
on the demons in the name of God to 
leave the person. Here they used the 
name Jesus to command them to come 
out. IF To call over theni. To name, or 
to use his name as sufficient to expel the 
evil spirit. IT The name of the Lord Jesus. 
The reasons why they attempted this 
were, (1.) That Jesus had expelled many 
evil spirits; and, (2.) That it was in his 
name that Paul had wrought his mira- 
cles. Perhaps they supposed there was 
some charm in this name to expel them. 
^ We adjure you. We bind you by an 
sath 5 Vie commanJ you as under the so- 
lemnity of an oath. ' Mark v. 7. 1 Thess. 
V 87. It is a form of putting one under 
oath, 1 Kings ii. 43. Gen. xxiv. 37. 2 
Kings xi. 4. Neh. xiii. 25. (Septuagint.) 
That this art was practised then, or at- 
tempted, is abundantly proved from Iras- 
neus, Origen, and Josephus. (Ant. b. viii. 
ch. 2. $ 5.) See Doddridge. The common 
viame which was used, was the incom- 



and said, Jesus I k aow, and Paul 1 
know ; l ut who are ye % 

16 And the man in whom the 
evil spirit was, leapt <= on them, 
and ovenjame them, and prevailed 
against them, so that they fled out 
of that house naked and wounded. 

17 And this was known to all 
the Jews and G/eeks also dwelling 
at Ephesns ; and fear '^ fell on them 

e Luke 8,29. d Luke 1.65. c.2. 43 j 5.5,1 1. 



municable name of God, Jehovah, by 
pronouncing which, in a peculiar way 
it was pretended they had the power of 
expelling demons. 

14. OneScevd. Sceva is: a Greek name, 
but nothing more is Imown of him. 
IT Chief of the priests. 'A^^jses^s. This 
cannot mean that he was high-priest 
among the Jews, as it is wholly improba- 
ble that his sons would be wandering 
exorcists. But it denotes that he was of 
the sacerdotal order. He was a Jewish 
chief priest ; a priest of distinction, and 
that had held the office of a ruler. The 
word chief priest, in the New Testament, 
usually refers to men of the sacerdotal 
order who were also rulers in the san- 
hedrim. 

15. Jesus I know. His power to casr 
out devils I know. Comp. Matt. viii. 29 
IF Paul I know. Paul's power to cast out 
devils, ver. 12. IT But who are ye? 
What power have you over evil spirits? 
By what right do you attempt to expel 
them? The meaning is, 'you belong 
neither to Jesus nor Paul; you are^not 
of their party; and you have no right or 
authority to attempt to work miracles in 
the name of either.' 

16. Leapt on them. Several such in- 
stances are recorded of the extraordinary 
power and rage of those who were pos- 
sessed with evil spirits. Mark v. 3 ; ix 
29. Luke ix. 42, 

17. The name of the Lord Jesus was 
magnified. Acquired increasing honour. 
The transaction showed that the mira- 
cles performed in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, by Paul, were real, and were 
wrought in attestation of the truth of the 
doctrine which he taught. Impostors 
could not work such miracles ; and they 
who pretended to be able to do it only 
exposed themselves to the rage of the 
evil spirits. It was thus shown that 
there was a real, vital didference be- 
tween Paul and these impostors; and 
their failure only served to extend his 
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all, and the name of the I ord Jesus 
was magnified. 
18 And many that beliered, came, 



reputation and the power of the gos- 
pel. 

18 Their deeds. Their actions ; their 
evil course of hf'e. Their deeds of ini- 
quity in iheir former state. The direct 
reference here is to the magical arts 
which had been used, but the word may 
also be designed to denote iniquity in 
general. They who make a profession 
of rehgion will be willing to confess 
their transgressions. And no man can 
have evidence that he is truly renevved 
who is not willing to confess as well as 
to forsake his sins. Rom. x; 10. Prov. 
xxviii. 13. " He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper ; but whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall find 
mercy." 

19. Curious arts. Arts or practices 
requiring skill, address, cunning. The 
word used here (Trs^issyu-) denotes pro- 
perly those things that require care, or 
skill; and was thus applied to the arts 
of magic, and jugglery, and sleight of 
hand, that were practised so extensively 
m eastern countries. That such arts 
were practised at Ephesus is well known. 
The Ephesian letters, by which incanta- 
tions and charms were supposed to be 
produced, were much celebrated. They 
seem to have consisted of certain combi- 
nations of letters or words, which, by be- 
ing pronounced with certam intonations 
of voice, were believed to be effectual 
m expelling diseases, or evil spirits; or 
which, by being written on parchment 
and worn, were supposed to operate as 
amulets, or charms, to guard from evil 
spirits, or from danger. Thus Plutarch 
(Sympos. 7) says, " the magicians compel 
those wlio are possessed with a demon to 
recite and pronounce f/te Ephesian letters, 
in a certain order, by themselves." Thus 
Clemens Alex. (Strwm. ii.) says, " Andro- 
cydes, a Pythagorean, says that the let- 
ters which are called Ephesian, and 
which are so celebrated, are symbols," 
&c, Erasmijs says (Adagg. Cent. 2), that 
there were certairi marks and magical 
words among the Ephesians, by using 
which they succeeded in every under- 
taking. Eustha. ad Homer Odys. t says, 
"that those letters were incantations 
which Croesus used when on the funeral 
pile, and which greatly befriended him." 
He adds, that in the war between the 
Milesians' and Ephesians, the latter were 



[A. D.58 
and shewed thei: 



and confessed, 
deeds. 

19 Many also of them which 



o Matt.3.6. Rom.lO.lO. 



thirteen times saved from ruin by the 
use of these letters. See Grotius and 
Kuinoel in loco. If Brought their books. 
Books which explained the arts; or 
which contained the magical forms and 
incantations — perhaps pieces of parch- 
ment, on which were written the letters 
which were to be used in the incanta^ 
tions and charms. IT And hurned them 
before all mev.. Publicly. Their arta 
and offences had been public, and they 
sought now to undo the evil, as much as 
lay in their power, as extensively as they 
had done it. IT And. they counted The 
price was estimated. By whom this was 
done does not appear. Probably it was 
not done by those who had been engaged 
in this business, and who had suffered 
the loss, but by the people, who were 
amazed at the sacrifice, and who were 
astonished at their folly in thus destroy- 
ing their own property. II Fifty ihou' 
sand pieces of silver. What coin the 
word {K^yu^iov) here translated siZrer de- 
notes, it is impossible to tell ; and conse- 
quently the precise value of this sacrifice 
cannot be ascertained. If it refers to the 
Jewish shekel, the sum W'Ould be $25,000, 
as the shekel was worth about half a 
dollar. If it refers to Grecian or Roman 
coin — which is much more probable, as 
this was a heathen country, where the 
Jewish coin would not probably be much 
used — the value would be much less. 
Probably, however, it refers to the Attic 
drachm^ which was a silver coin worth 
about 9d. sterling, or not far from 17 
cents ; and then the value would be about 
$8,500. The precise value is not mate- 
rial. It was a larnfe sum; and it is re- 
corded to show that Christianity had 
power to induce men to forsake arts that 
were most lucrative, and to destroy the 
means of extending and perpetuating 
those arts, however valuable in a pecu- 
niary point of view they might be. We 
are to remember, however, that this was 
not the intrinsic value of these books, 
but only their value as books of incanta- 
tion. In themselves they might have 
been of very little worth. The universal 
prevalence of Christianity would make 
much that is now esteemed valuable pro- 
perty utterly worthless — as, e. g. all that 
is used in gambling ; in fraud ; in coun- 
terfeiting ; in distilling ardent spirits for 
drink ; in the slave-trade ; and in at- 
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ased curiovs arts, - brought their 
books tog'e.her, ana burned them 
before all r:ien: and they counted 
the price of them, and found it fifty 
thonsand jojeces o,f silver. 

20 So mightily grew " the word 
ci God, and prevailed. 



tempts to impose on and defraud man- 
kind. 

20. So mightily. So powerfully. It 
had such efficacy and power in this 
wicked city. The power must have 
Deen mighty that would thus make them 
willing, not only to cease to practise im- 
position, but to give up all hopes of 
future gains, and to destroy their proper- 
ty. On this instructive narrative, we 
may remark, (1.) That religion has power 
to break the hold of sinners on unjust 
and dishonest means of living. (2.) That 
those who have been engaged in an un- 
christian and dishonourable practice, will 
abandon it when they become Chris- 
tians. (3.) That their abhorrence of 
their former course will be, and ought to 
be, expressed as publicly as was the 
offence. (4.) That the evil practice will 
be abandoned at any sacrifice, however 
great. The only question will be, what 
is right ; not, what will it cost. Property, 
m the view of a converted man, is no- 
thing when compared with a good con- 
science. (5.) This conduct of those who 
had used curious arts shows us what 
ought to be done by those who have 
been engaged in any evil course of life, 
and who are then converted. If their 
conthict was right — and who can doubt 
It?— it settles a great principle on which 
young converts should act. If a man has 
been engaged in the slave-trade, he will 
abandon it; and his duty will not be to 
sell his ,«hip to one who he knows will 
contniue the traffic. His property should 
be withdrawn from the business publicly, 
either by being destroyed, or by being 
converted to a useful purpose. If a man 
has been a distiller of ardent spirits as a 
drink, his duty will be to forsake his evil 
course. Nor will it be his duty to sell 
his distillery to one who will continue 
the business; but to withdraw his pro- 
perty from it ^w&ZicZi/, either by destroy- 
ing It, or converting it to some useful 
purpose. If a man has been engaged in 
the tra,fic in ardent spirits, his duty is not 
to sell his stock to those who will con- 
tinue the sale of the poison, but to with- 
draw it from puHic use ; conveiting it to 
Z 



21 After ^ these things were end- 
ed, Paul purposed in the spirit, 
when he had passed through Ma- 
cedonia and Achaia, to go to Jeru- 
salem, saying, After I have been 
there, I must also see Rome. ^ 

32 So he sent into Macedonia 

Z»Gal.2.1. c Rom. 15.23-28. 

some useful purpose, if he can ; if not, by 
destroying it. All that has ever been 
said by money-loving distillers, or vend- 
ers of ardent spirits, about the loss which 
they would sustain by abandoning the 
business, might have been said by |hese 
practitioners of curious arts in Ephesus. 
And if the excuses of rum-selling men 
are valid, their conduct was folly : and 
they should either have continued the 
business of practising " curious arts" after 
they were converted, or have sold their 
*' books" to those who would have con 
tinued it. For assuredly it was not worse 
to practise jugglery and fortune-telling 
than it is to destroy the bodies and souls 
of men by the traffic in ardent spirits. 
And yet, how few men there are in 
Christian lands who practise on the prin- 
ciple of these honest, but comparatively 
unenlightened men at Ephesus ! 

21. After these things were ended. Af- 
ter the gospel was firmly established at 
Ephesus, so that bis presence was no 
longer necessary. IT Purposed in ike 
spirit. Resolved hi his mind. IT When 
he had passed through Macedonia ana 
Achaia. In these places he had founded 
flourishing churches. It is probable that 
his main object in this visit was to take 
up a collection for the poor saints at Je- 
rusalem. See Note, Rom. xv. 25, 26. 
*1[ To go to Jerusalem. To bear the con 
tribution of the Gentile churches to the 
poor and oppressed Christians in Judea. 
IT I must also see Rome. See Note, Rom 
XV. 24. He did go to Rome, but he wen 
in chains, as a prisoner. 

22. Timotheus. Timothy. He was a 
proper person to send there to visit the 
churches, as he had been there before 
with Paul, when they were established, 
ch. xvi. 3; xvii. 14. % And Erastus. 
Erastus was chamberlam of Corinth 
(Rom. xvi. 23), or more properly the trea- 
surer of the city (see Note on that place) ; 
and he was, therefore, a very proper per- 
son to be sent with Timothy, for the pur- 
pose of making the collection for the poor 
at Jerusalem. Paul had wisdom enough 
to employ a man accustomed to moneyed 
transactions in making a collection. Oa 
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iwo ot them that ministered unto 
him, Timotheus and Erastus ; ^ but 
he himself stayed in Asia for a 
season. 

23 And the same time there arose 
no small stir * about that way. 

24 For a certain man named De- 
metrius, a silversmith, which made 

aRom.16.23. 2TJni.4.20. i2Cor.l.8j 6.9 



this collectioD his heart was intent, and 
he afterwards went up with it to Jerusa- 
lem. See 2 Cor. viii. ix., and Notes, Rom. 
XV. 25, 26. IT Stayed in Asia. At Ephe- 
sns. f For a season. Hovv long is un- 
certain. He waited for a convenient op- 
portunity to follow them; probably in- 
tending to do it as soon as they had fully 
prepared the way for the collection. See 
Paley's Horse Paulinae, p. i. ch. ii. 

23. No small stir. No little excitement, 
disturbance, or tumult (T<i§a%os). Comp. 
ch. xvii. 4, 5. IT About that way. Re- 
Bpecting the doctrines of Christianity 
which Paul preached. Note, ch. ix. 2; 
xviii. 26 ; xix. 9 

24. A silversmith. The word used here 
denotes one who works in silver in any 
way, either in making money, in stamping 
silver, or in forming utensils of it. It is 
probable that the employment of this man 
was confined to the business here speci- 
fied, that of making shrines ; as his com- 
plaint ( ver. 26, 27) implied, that destroying 
this would be sufficient to throw them 
all out of employment- IT Silver shrines. 
Wcooig. Temples, The word sAriTje pro- 
perly means a case, small chest, or box ; 
particularly applied to a box in which sa- 
cred things are deposited. Hence we 
hear of the shrines for relics. {Webster.) 
The word shrines here denotes small 
portable temples, or edifices, made of sil- 
ver, so as to resemble the temple of Dia- 
na, and probably containing a silver 
image of the goddess. Such shrines 
would be purchased by devotees and by 
worshippers of the goddess, and by stran- 
gers, who would be desirous of possessing 
a representation of one of the seven won- 
ders of the world. See Note on ver. 27. 
The great number of persons that came 
to Ephesus for her worship would con- 
stitute an ample sale for productions of 
this kind, and make the manufacture a 
profitable employment. It is w^ell known 
that pagans every where are accustomed 
to carry with them small images, or re- 
presentations of their gods, as an amulet, 
or charm. The Romans had such images 
in all their houses, called Penates^ or 
household gods. A similar thing is men- 



silver shrines for Diana, brought 30 
small " gain unto the craftsmen ; 

25 Whom he called ^ together 
with the workmen of like occupa^ 
tion, and said, Sirs, ye know that 
by this craft we have our wealth. 

26 Moreover, ye see and hear, 
that not alone at Ephesus, but al- 



tioned as early as the time of Laban (Gen. 
xxxi. 19), whose irnages Rachel had stolen 
and taken with her. Comp. Judg. xvii, 
5. " The man Micah had an house of 
gods." 1 Sam. xix. 13. Hos. iii. 4. These 
images were usually enclosed in a box, 
case, or chest, made of wood, iron, or sil- 
ver ,' and probably, as here, usually made 
to resemble the temple where the idol 
was worshipped. IT Diana. Th^s was a 
celebrated goddess of the heathen, and 
one of the twelve superior deities. In 
the heavens she w^as Luna, or Meni (the 
moon) ; on earth Diana ; and in hell Ho 
cate. She was sometimes represented 
with a crescent on her head, a bow in 
her hand, and dressed in a hunting-habit , 
at other times w'ith a triple face, and with 
instruments of torture. She was com- 
monly regarded as the goddess of hunt- 
ing. She was also worshipped under the 
various names of Lucina, Proserpine, 
Trivia, &c. She was also represented 
with a great number of breasts, to denote 
her being the fountain of blessings, or as 
distributing her benefits to each in theii 
proper station. She was worshipped in 
Egypt, Athens, Cilicia, and among hea- 
then nations generally ; but the most 
celebrated place of her worship was 
Ephesus — a city peculiarly dedicated to 
her. IT 2'o the craftsmen. To the labour- 
ers employed under Demetrius in the 
manufacture of shrines. 

25. With the workmen of like occupation. 
Those who were in his employ, and all 
others engaged in the same business. As 
they would be all affected in the same 
way, it was easy to produce an excite- 
ment among them all. IT Sirs. Gr. Men. 
IF By this craft. By this business, or oc- 
cupation. This is our trade. % Our 
wealth. Gr. Our acquisition ; our proper 
ty. We are dependent on it forn livmg 
It does not mean that they were rich, but 
that they relied on this for a subsistence 
That it was a lucrative business is appa- 
rent; but it is not affirmed that they were 
in fact rich. 

26. Ye see and hear. You see at Ephe- 
sus ; and you liear the same of other 
claces. IT Throughcut all Asia^ All Asia 
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most tlirbaghout all Asia, this Paul 
hath persuaded and turned away- 
much people, saying that ** they be 
no gods which are made with 
hands : 



a P8.115.4. l3a.44.10-20. 



Minor; or perhaps ihe province of which 
Ephesus was the capital. Note, ch. ii. 9. 
H This Paul hath persuaded. We have 
here the noble testimony of a heathen to 
the zeal and success of the muiistry of 
Paul. It is an acknowledgment that his 
labours had been most strikingly success- 
ful in turning the people from idolatry. 
IF Saying thai they be no gods, &c. Note, 
ch. xiv. 14, 15. 

27. So that not only, &c. The grounds 
of the charge which Demetrius made 
against Paul were two ; — first, that the 
business of the craftsmen would be de- 
stroyed — usually the first thing that 
strikes the mind of a sinner who is in- 
fluenced by self-interest alone; and 
second, that the worship of Diana would 
cease if PauJ and his fellow-labourers 
were suffered to continue their efforts. 
Ii This our craft. This business in which 
we are engaged, and on which we are 
dependent. Gr. This part (rd /«£?<>?) which 
pertains to us. '^ To be set at nought. To 
be brought into contempt. It will become 
so much an object of ridicule and con- 
tempt that we shall have no further em- 
ployment. Gr. ' Is in danger of coming 
into refutation' Elg ^TrtKeyf^dv. As that 
which is refuted by argument is deemed 
useless, so the word comes also to signify 
that which is useless, or which is an ob- 
ject of contempt or ridicule. We may 
here remark, (1.) That the extensive pre- 
valence of the Christian religion would 
destroy many kinds of business in which 
men now engage. It would put an end 
to all that now ministers to the pride, va- 
nity, luxury, vice, and ambition of men. 
Let religion prevail, and wars would 
cease, and all the preparations for war 
which now employ so many hearts and 
hands would be useless. Let religion 
prevail, and temperance would prevail 
also ; and consequently all the capital and 
labour now emplojred in distilling and 
vending ardent spirits would be with- 
drawn, and the business be broken up. 
Let religion prevail, and luxury ceases, 
and the arts which minister to licentious- 
ness would be useless. Let Christianity 
nrevail, and all that goes now to minister 
to idolatry, and the corrupt passions of 
men, would be destroyed. No small part 
of the talent, also> that is now v^orse than 



27 So that not only this our craft 
is in danger to be set at nought | 
but also that the temple of the great 
goddess Diana should be despised, * 
and her magnificence should be de- 

iZeph.2,11. 



wasted in corrupting others by ballads 
and songs, by fiction and licentious tales, 
would be withdrawn. A vast amount 
of capital and talent would thus be a^ 
once set at liberty, to be employed in no- 
bler and better purposes. (2.) The effect 
of religion is often to bring the employ- 
ments of men into shame and contempt. 
A revival of religion often makp? tlie 
business of distilling an object of 6.thor- 
rence. It pours shame on those who are 
engaged in ministering to the vices and 
luxuries of the world. Religion reveals 
the evil of such a course of life, and 
those vices are banished by the mere 
prevalence of better principles. Yet, (3.) 
The talent and capital thus disengaged is 
not rendered useless. It may be directed 
to other channels and other employments 
Religion does not make men idle. It de- 
votes talents to useful employments, and 
opens fields in which all may toil use- 
fully to themselves and to their fellow- 
men. If all the capital, and genius, and 
learning which are now wasted, and 
worse than wasted, were to be at once 
withdrawn from their present pursuits, 
they might be profitably employed. There 
is not now a useless man who might not 
bo useful; there is not a cent wasted 
which might not be employed to advan- 
tage in the great work of making the 
world better and happier. IT But also 
that the temple of the great goddess Diana 
should be despised. This temple, so cele- 
brated, was regarded as one of the seven 
wonders of the world. It was two hun- 
dred and twenty years in building, be- 
fore it was brought to perfection. It was 
built at the expense of all Asia Minor. 
The original object of worstiip among the 
Ephesians was a small statue of Diana, 
of elm, or ebony, made by one Canitias, 
though commonly believed in those days 
to have been sent down from heaven by 
Jupiter. It was merely an Egyptian hie- 
roglyphic, with many breasts, represent- 
ing the goddess of Nature — under which 
idea Diana was probably worshipped at 
Ephesus. As the original figure became 
decayed by age, it was propped up by 
two rods of iron like spits, which were 
carefully copied m the image which was 
afterwards made in imitation of the first. 
A temple, most magnificent in structure 
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stroyed, Vflioni h\l Asia and the 
world * worshippeth. 

38 And when they heard these 
sayings^ they were full of wrath, * 
and cried oat, saying, Great ^s Dia- 
na of the Ephesians ! 

29 And the whole city was filled 
with confusion : and having- caught 

alJno.5.19. Rev.l3»8. 6 Jen50.38. 



was built to contain the image of Diana, 
vvhi-ch appears to have been several times 
built and rebuilt. The first is said to 
have been completed in the reign of Ser- 
vius Tullius, at least 570 years before 
Christ. Another temple is mentioned as 
having been designed by Ctesiphon, 540 
years before the Christian era, and 
which was completed by Daphnis of Mi- 
letus, and a citizen of Ephesus. This 
temple was partially destroyed by fire on 
the very day on which Socrates was poi- 
soned, 400 years B. C, and again 356 
years B. C, by the philosopher Herostra- 
tus, on the day on which Alexander the 
Great was born. He confessed, on be- 
ing put to the torture, that the only mo- 
tive which he had was to immortalize his 
name. The four walls, and a few 
cohimns only, escaped the flames. The 
temple was repaired, and restored to more 
than its former magnificence, in which, 
says Pliny (Lib. xxxvi. c. 14), 220 years 
were required to bring it to completion. 
It was four hundred and twenty-five feet 
in length, two hundred and twenty in 
breadth, and was Supported by one hun- 
dred and twenty-seven pillars of Parian 
marble, each of which was sixty feet 
high. These pillars were furnished by 
as many princes, and thirty-six of them 
were curiously carved, and the rest were 
finely polished. Each pillar, it is sup- 
posed, with its base, contained one hun- 
dred and fifty tons of marble. The doors 
and panneling were made of cypress 
wood, the roof of cedar, and the interior 
was rendered splendid by decorations of 
gold, and by the finest productions of an- 
cient artists. This celebrated edifice, 
after suffering various partial demolitions, 
was finally burnt by the Goths, in their 
third naval invasion, in A. D. 260. Tra- 
vellors are now left to conjecture where 
Its site was. Amidst the confused ruins 
of ancient Ephesus, it is now impossible 
to tell where was this celebrated temple, 
once one of the wonders of the world. 
" So passes away the glory of this world." 
See Edinburgh Ency. art. Ephesus ; also 
Anacharsis' Travels, vol. vi. 188. Ancient 



Gaius '^ and Aristarchus, ^ men of 
Macedonia, Paul's companions in 
travel, they rushed with one accord 
into the theatre. 

30 And when Paul would have 
entered in unto the people, the dis- 
ciples suffered, him not. 

31 And certain of the chief of 

c Rom. 16.23, ICor.l. 14. d c,4.10. 



Universal History, vol. vii. 416 ; and Po- 
cocke's Travels. % And her mognificence. 
Her majesty and glory ; i. e. the splendour 
of her temple and her worship. IT Whom 
all Asia. All Asia Minor. 1 And the 
world. Other parts of the world. The 
temple had been built by contributions 
from a great number of princes ,* and 
doubtless multitudes from all parts of the 
earth came to Ephesus to pay their 
homage to Diana. 

28. Were full of wrath. Were greatly 
enraged — probably at the prospec^ of los- 
ing their gains. IT Great is Dia7ia,^SL(x 
The term great was often applied by the 
Greeks to Diana. Thus in Xenophon 
(Ephes. i.) he says, " I adjure you by your 
own goddess, the great (t})?) /t^£>dx»i/) Diana 
of the Ephesians.' The design of this 
clamour w^s doubtless to produce a per- 
secution against Paul ; and thus to secure 
a continuance of their employment. 
Often, when men have no arguments, 
they raise a clamour ; when their employ- 
ments are in danger of being ruined, they 
are filled with rage. We may learn, 
also, that when men's pecuniary interests 
are affected, they often show great zeal 
for religion, and expect by clamour in 
behalf of some doctrine, to maintain their 
own interest, and to secure their own 
gains. 

29. Confusion. Tumult; disorder. 
IF Gains. He had lived at Corinth, and 
had kindly entertained Paul at his house 
1 Cor. i. 14. Rom. xvi. 23. % Aristarchu& 
He attended Paul to Rome, and was there 
a prisoner with him. Col. iv. 10. IF With 
one accord. Tuniultuously ; or with one 
mind, or purpose. IF Into the theatre. 
The theatres of the Greeks were not only 
places for public exhibitions, but also for 
holding assemblies, and often for courts 
elections, &c. The people, therefore, 
naturally rushed there, as being a suita- 
ble place to decide this matter. 

30. Would have entered in unto the 
people Probably to hav« addressed them, 
and to defend his own cause. 

31. Certain of the chief of Asia. 
Tuiv ^Acnaq%<i>v. Of the Asiarchs. These 
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Asia, which were his friends, sent 
unto him, desiring ** him that he 
would not adventure himself into 
the theatre. 

32 Some *' therefore cried one 
thing-, and some another; for the 
assembly was confused: and the 
more part knew not wherefore they 
were come together. 

33 And they drew Alexander out 



were persons who presided over sacred 
things, and over the public games. It 
was tlieir business to see tiiat the proper 
services of religion were observed, and 
that proper honour was rendered to the 
Roman emperor in the public festivals, at 
the games, &c. TLey were annually- 
elected, and their election was confirmed 
at Rome before it was valid. They held 
a common council at the principal city 
withm their province, as at Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Sardis, &c., to consult and delibe- 
rate about the interests committed to their 
charge in their various provinces, {Kui- 
noel and Sckleusnar.) Probably they were 
assembled on such an occasion r.ow \ and 
during their remaining there they had 
heard Paul preach, and were friendly to 
his views and doctrines. %. Which were 
his friends. It does not appear from this 
that they were Christian converts ; but 
they probably had feelings of respect to- 
wards him, and were disposed to defend 
him and his cause. Perhaps, also there 
might have existed a present acquaint- 
ance and attachment. IF Would not ad- 
venture. Would not risk his life in the 
tumult, and under the excited feelings of 
the multitude. 

32. Some therefore cried one thing, &c. 
This is an admirable description of a 
mob, assembled for what purpose they 
knew not; but agitated by passions, and 
strifes, and tumults. ^ A?id the most part 
knew not, &c. The greater part did not 
know. They had been drawn together 
by the noise and excitement ; but a small 
part would know the real cause of the 
commotion. This is usually the case in 
tumultuous meetings. 

33. And they drew Alexander. Who 
this Alexander was, is not known. Gro- 
tius supposes that it was " Alexander the 
coppersmith," who had in some way done 
Paul much harm (2 Tim. iv. 14) ; and 
whom> with Philetus, Paul had excommu- 
nicated. He supposes that it was a de- 
vice of the Jews to put forward one who 
had been of the Christian party, in order 

a. a 



of the multitude, the Jews putting 
him forward. And Alexander"^ 
beckoned with the hand, and 
would have made his defence unto 
the people. 

34 But when they knew that he 
was a Jew, all with one voice, 
about the space of two hours, cried 
out, Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians ! 

c ITU.1.20. 2Tit.4.14. 

to accuse Paul, and to attempt to cast the 
odium of the tumult on him. But it ia 
not clear that the Alexander whom Paul 
had excommunicated was the person con 
cerned in this transaction. All that ap 
pears in this narrative is, that Alexandei 
was one who was known to be a Jew ,• 
and who wished to defend the Jews from 
being regarded as the authors of this tu- 
mult. It would be supposed by the hea- 
then that the Christians were only a sect 
of the Jews, and the Jews wished doubt- 
less to show that they had not been con- 
cerned in giving occasion to this tumult, 
but that it was to be traced wholly to 
Paul and his friends. IT 2'he Jews putting 
him forward. That he might have a con- 
venient opportunity to speak to the peo- 
ple. IT Would have made his defence. 
Our translation, by the phrase '^his de- 
fence," would seem to imply that he was 
personally accused. But it was not so. 
The Greek is simply, ' was about to apo- 
logize to the people ;' that is, to make a 
defence, not of himself particularly, but 
of the Jews in general. The translation 
should have been 'a defence.' 

34. But when they knew. When they 
perceived or ascertained. IT That he was 
a Jew. There was a general prejudice 
against the Jews. They were disposed 
to charge the whole difficulty on Jews- 
esteeming Christians to be but a sect of 
thiB Jews. They were, therefore, indig- 
nant and excited, and indiscriminate in 
their wrath, and unwilling to listen to any 
defence. '^ With one voice. Unitedly 
in one continued shout and clamour 
If About the space of two hours. The day 
from sunrise to sunset, among the Greeks 
and Romans, was divided into twelve 
equal parts. John xi. 9. An hour, there- 
fore, did not differ materially from an 
hour with us. It is not at all improbable 
that the tumult would continue for so 
long a time, before it would be possible 
to allay the excitement. ^ Cried out, &c. 
This they at first did to silence Alexan- 
der. The excitement, however, was con« 
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35 And vfhen the town-clerk had 
appeased the people, he said, Ye 
men « of Ephesus, what man is 
there that knoweth not how that 
the city of the Ephesians is a 

a Eph.2.12. 

tinued in order to evince their attach- 
ment to Diana, as would be natural in an 
excited and tumultuous mob of debased 
heathen worshippers. 

35. And when the town-clerk. 'O y^ctf^f/.a- 
rsvi. The scribe; the secretary. Tlie 
ivord is often used in the New Testa- 
"nent, and is commonlj^ translated scribe, 
ind is applied to public notaries in the 
synagogues ; to clerks, and to those who 
transcribed books, and hence to men 
Eikiiled in the law or in any Idnd of learn- 
ing. Gomp. 2 Sam. viii. 17. 2 Kings xii. 
11. Ezra vii. 6. 11, 12. Matt. v. 20; xii. 
38 ; xiii. 52 ; xv. I ; xxiii. 34. 1 Cor. i. 20. 
It is, however, nowhere else applied to a 
heathen magistrate. It probably denoted 
a recorder; or a transcriber of the laws; 
or a chancellor. {Kuinoel, Doddridge.) 
This officer had a seat in their deliberative 
assemblies ; and on him it seems to have 
devolved to keep the peace. . The Syriac, 
* Prince of the city.' The Vulgate and 
Arabic, 'Scribe.' IT Had appeased the 
people. Ki4Tc«crTax.«?, Having restrained, 
quieted, tranquillized, so as to be able to 
address them. IT What man is there. 
Who is there that can deny this ? It is 
universally known and admitted. This 
is the language of strong conlidence, of 
reproof, and of indignation. It implied, 
that the worship of Diana was so well 
established, that J;.here was no danger that 
X could be destroyed by a few Jews; and 
he therefore reproved them for what he 
deemed their unreasonable alarms. But 
he little knew the power of that religion 
which had been the innocent cause of 
all this tumult ; nor that, at no very dis- 
tant period, this then despised religion 
would overturn, not only the worship of 
Diana at Ephesus, but the splendid idola- 
try of the mighty Roman empire. ^ Is a 
worshipper. Nec«x6§oi;. Margin. Temple- 
keeper The word here used does not 
occur elsewhere in the New Testament. 
It is derived from vew? for va,(5j a temple, 
and xo^sou, to sweep, to cleanse. But 
among the ancients, the office of keeping 
their temples was by no means as humble 
as that of sexton is with us. It was 
esteemed to be an cmce of honour and 
dignity to have charge of the. temples of 
the gods, and to keep them in order. The 
name was also given fei the cities that 



' worshipper ol the great goddess 
Diana, and of the image which fell 
down from Jupiter % 

36 Seeing then that these things 
cannot be spoken against, ye ought 

i The temple-keeper. 



were regarded as the peculiar patrons or 
worshippers of certain gods and goddess 
es. They esteemed it an honour to be re- 
garded as the peculiar keepers of their 
temples and images ; and as having adopt- 
ed them as their tutelar d ivinities. Such 
was Ephesus in regard to Diana. It was 
esteemed a high honour that the city was 
known, and every where regarded as be- 
ing intrusted with the worship of Diana, 
or with keeping the temple regarded by 
the whole world as peculiarly her own. 
See Schleusner on this word. IT And of 
the image. A special guardian of the 
image, or statue of Diana. IT Which Jell 
down, &c. Which was feigned or be- 
lieved to have been sent down from 
heaven. Of what this image was made 
is not known. Pliny says (Hist. Nat. xvi. 
79) that it was made of a vine. Mucian 
(on Pliny) says, that the image was never 
changed, though the temple had been 
seven times rebuilt. It is probable that 
the image was so ancient that the maker 
of it was unknown, and it was therefore 
feigned to have fallen from heaven. It 
was for the interest of the priests to keep 
up this impression. Many cities pretend- 
ed to have been favoured in a similar 
manner with images or statues of the 
gods, sent directly from heaven. The 
safety of Troy was supposed to depend 
on the Palladium, or image of Pallas Mi- 
nerva, which was beheved to have fallen 
from heaven. Numa pretended that the 
awaZza, or sacred shields, had descended 
from heaven. Thus Herodian expressly 
affirms, that " the Phenicians had no statue 
of the sun polished by the hand, but only 
a certain large stone, circular below, and 
terminated acutely above in the figure of 
a cone, of a black colour, and that they 
believe it to have fallen from heaven." 
It has been supposed that this image at 
Ephesus was merely a conical or pyra- 
midal stone which fell from the clouds — 
a meteorite — and that it was regarded 
with superstitious reverence, as having 
been sent from heaven. See the Edin 
burgh Ency, art. Meteorites. IT From Ju- 
piter. See Note, ch. xiv. 12. 

36. Seeing then^ &c. Since this, is es- 
tablished and admitted. Since no or«3 
can call in question the zeal of the Eph*». 
sians on this subject, or doubt the sin 
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nothing 
rashly, 

37 For ye have brought hither 
these men, which are neither * rob- 
bers of churches, nor yet blasphe- 
mers of your goddess. 

38 Wherefore if Demetrius, and 



cerity of their belief. And since there 
can be no danger that this well-ewStablished 
worship is to be destroyed by the efforts 
of a few evil-disposed Jews, there is no 
occasion for this tumult. ^ Be quiet. Be 
appeased. The same Greek word which 
IS used in ver. 35, " had appeased the peo- 
ple." IT To do nothing rashly. To do no- 
thing in a heated, inconsiderate manner. 
There is no occasion for tumult and riot. 
The whole difficulty can be settled in 
perfect consistency with the maintenance 
of order. 

37. For ye, &e. Demetrius and his 
friends. The blame was to be traced to 
them. IT Which are neither robbers of 
churches. The word churches we now 
apply to edifices reared for purposes of 
Christian worship. As no such churches 
had then been built, this translation is 
unhappy, and is not at all demanded by 
the original. The Greek word {U^oT<iXavg) 
is applied properly to those who commit 
sacrilege, who plunder temples of their 
eacred things. The meaning here is, that 
Paul and his companions had not been 
guilty of robbing the temple of Diana, 
or any other temple. The charge of 
sacrilege could not be brought against 
them. Though they had preached against 
idols and idol worship, yet they had of- 
fered no violence to the temples of idola- 
ters, nor had they attempted to strip them 
of the sacred utensils employed in their 
service. What they had done, they had 
done peaceably. IT Nor yet blasphemers 
of your goddess. They had not used 
harsh or reproachful language of Diana. 
This had not been charged on them, nor 
IS there the least evidence that they had 
done it. They had opposed idolatry ; had 
reasoned against it ; and had endeavour- 
ed to turn the people from it. But there 
is not the least evidence that they had 
ever done it in harsh or reproachful lan- 
guage. And it shows that men should 
employ reason, and not harsh or reproach- 
ful language against any pervading evil ; 
and that the way to remove it, is, to en- 
lighten the minds of men, and to convince 
them of the error of their ways. Men 
^ain nothing by bitter and reviling words ; 



the craftsmen which are with him, 
have a matter against any man, 
' the law is open, and there are 
deputies : let them implead one 
another. 

39 But if ye inquire any thing 
concerning other matters, it shall 

1 or, the court-days are kept. 



and it is much to obtain the testimony of 
even the enemies of religion — as raui 
did of the chancellor of Ephesus — that 
no such words had been used in describ- 
ing their crimes and follies. 

38. Have^ a matter against any man. 
Have a complaint of injur)?^; if injustice 
has been done them by any one. IT The 
law is open. See the margin. 'Ayo^a^oi 
ciyov-rcii^ {,6. h^^^^i- There are court days i 
days which are open, or appointed for 
judicial trials, where such matters can 
be determined in a proper manner. Per- 
haps the courts were then held, and the 
matter might be immediately determined. 
^ And there are deputies. Roman pro- 
consuls. Note, ch. xiii. 7, The cause 
might be brought before them with the 
certainty that it might be heard and de- 
cided. The Syriac reads this in the sin- 
gular number— ' Lo, the proconsul is in 
the city.' IF Let them implead one another. 
Let them accuse each other in the court ; 
i. e. let them defend their own cause, 
and arraign one another. The laws 
are equal, and impartial justice will be 
done. 

39. But if ye inquire. If you seek to 
determine any other matters than that 
pertaining to the alleged wrong which 
Demetrius has suffered, in his business. 
'^ Other matters. Any thing respecting 
public affairs ; any thing pertaining to the 
government and the worship of Diana 
% In a lawful assembly. In an assembly 
convened, not by tumult and riot, but in 
conformity to law. This was a tumultu 
ous assemblage, and it was proper in the 
public officer to demand that they should 
disperse; and that, if there were any 
public grievances to be remedied, it 
should be done in an assembly properly 
convened. It may be remarked here 
that the original word rendered assembly, 
is that which is usually in the New Tes- 
tament rendered church. 'Ejcxx.>io-/x. It 
is properly rendered by the word assem- 
bly — not denoting here a mixed or tumul- 
tuous assemblage, but one convened in 
the legal manner. The proper meaning 
of the word is, that which is called out. 
The church, the Christian assembly of tha 
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be determined in a lawful assem- 
bly. 

40 For we are in danger to be 
called in question for this day's 
uproar, there being no cause where- 
by we may give an account of this 
concourse. 

41 And when he had thus spoken, 
he dismissed the assembly. " 

CHAPTER XX. 

A ND after the uproar * was ceas- 

•^^ ed, Paul called unto him the 

disciples, and embraced them, and 

1 or, ordinary. a2Cor.l.8-10. bc.lQAO, 

faithful, is made up of those who are 
called out from the world. 

40. 7'o be called in question. By the 
government ; by the Roman authority. 
Such a tumult, continued for so long a 
time, would be likely to attract the atten- 
tion of the magistrates, and expose them 
to their displeasure. Popular commotions 
were justly dreaded by the Roman go- 
vernment,- and such an assembly as this, 
convened without any good cause, would 
not escape their notice. There was a 
Roman law which made it capital for 
any one to be engaged in promoting a 
riot. Sui coetum, et concur su7n fecerit, ca- 
vite punialur : ' He who raises a mob, let 
nira be punished with death.' 

4] Dismissed the assembly. Tnv i/.xXiia-iuv. 
The word usually translated church. Here 
it is applied to the irregular and tumultu- 
ous assemblage which had convened in a 
riotous manner. 

CHAPTER XX. 

1. The uproar. The tumult excited 
by Demetrius and the workmen. Mim 
It had been quieted by the town-clerk 
ch. xix. 40, 41. % Emhraced them.. Sa- 
luted them ; gave them parting expres- 
sions of kindness, Comp. .Noie, J^uke 
vii. 45. Rom. xvi. 16. 1 Cor. xvi. 20. 2 Cor. 
Yiii. 12. 1 Thess. v. 26. 1 Peter v. 14. The 
Syriac translates this, ' Paul called the 
disciples, and consoled them, and kissed 
them.' IT To go to Macedonia. On his 
way to Jerusalem, agreeably to his pur 
pose, recorded ch. xix. 21. 

2. Over those parts. The parts of couri 
fry in and near Macedonia. He probably 
went to Macedonia by Troas, where he 
expected to find Titus (2 Cor. ii. 12) ; btU 
not finding him there, he went by him- 
self to Philippic Thesaalonica, &c., and 
then returned to Greece proper. IF hUo 
Greece. Into Greece proper, of which 



departed, for to go into Macedo- 
nia. 

2 And when he had gone ovei 
those parts, and had given them 
much ^ exhortation, he came into 
Greece, 

3 And there. ■Qihode three months. 
And when the Jews laid wait • foi 
him, as he was about to sail into 
Syria, he purposed to return through 
Macedonia. 

4 And there accompanied him 
into Asia, Sopater of Berea ; and 

clCor.ie.o, lTim.1.3. d lThess.2.3,11. e c.23 
12:25.3. 2Cor.ll.26. 



Athens was the capital. While in Mace- 
donia, he had great anxiety and trouble, 
but was at length comforted by the com- 
ing of Titus, who brought him intelli 
gence of the liberal disposition of the 
churches of Greece in regard lo the col- 
le-ction for the poor saints at Jerusalem. 
2 Cor. vii. 5 — 7. It is probable that the 
second epistle to the Corinthians was 
written during this time in Macedonia, 
and sent to them by Titus. See Note of 
Doddridge. 

3. And there abode. Why he remained 
here is unknown. It is probabie, that 
while in Greece, he wrote the epistle to 
the Romans. Comp. Rom. xv. 25—27. 
IT iMid wait There was a design formed 
against him by the Jews, which they 
sought to execute. Why they formeci 
this purpose, the historian has not in- 
formed us. IT As he was about to sail, li 
would seem from this, that the design of 
the Jews was to attack the ship in which 
tie was about to sail, or to arrest him on 
ship-board. This fact determined him to 
take a much more circuitous route by 
land, so that the churches of Macedonia 
were favoured with another visit from 
him. "?r Into Syria. On his way to Jeru- 
salem. *^ He purposed, &c. He resolved 
to avoid the snare which they had laid 
for him, and to return by the same way 
in which he had come into Greece. 

4. And there accompanied him. It was 
usual for some of the disciples to attend 
the apostles in their journeys. % Into Asia. 
It is not meant that they attended him 
from Greece through Macedonia; but 
that they went with him to Asia, having 
gone before him, and joined him at Troas. 
'^Sopater of Berea. Perhaps the same 
person who, in Rom. xvi. 21, is called 
Sosipater, and who is there said to hare 
been a kinsman of Paul ^< Arisiarchus, 
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of the Thessalonians, Aristarchiis « 
and Secundus ; and Gaius of Der- 
be, and ^ Timotheus ; and of Asia, 
Tychicus '^ and ^ Trophimus. 

5 These going before, tarried for 
as at Troas. 

6 And we sailed away from Phi- 
lippi after the days of ^ unleavened 
bread, and came unto them at Troas 
•''in five days; where we abode 
seven days. 

ac.19.29. bc.ie.l. 
4.12, Tit.3.I2. dc.2\. 
/2Tim, 4.13. 



: Eph.6.21. Col.4.7. 2Tini. 
2Tini.4.20. e Ex.23. 15. 



ch. xix. 29. IT Gaius of Derbe. Note, ch. 
xix. 29. *[[ Tychicus This man was high 
n the confidence anu affection of Paul. 
In Eph. vi. 21, 22, he siyles him "a be- 
loved brother, and faithful minister in the 
Lord." % And Trophimus. Trophimus 
was from Epliesus. ch. xx. 29. When 
Paul wrote his second epistle to Timo- 
thy, he was at Miletum, sick. 2 Tim. 
iv. 20. 

5. These going before. Going before 
Paul and Luke. Dr. Doddridge supposes 
that only Tychicus and Trophimus went 
before the others. Perhaps the Greek 
most naturally demands this interpreta- 
tion. '\l Tarried for us. The word "us" 
here, shows that Luke had again joined 
Paul as his companion. In ch. xvi. 12, it 
appears that Luke was in Philippi, in the 
house of Lydia. Why he remained there, 
or why he did not attend Paul in his jour- 
ney to Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, &;c. is 
not known. It is evident, however, that 
he here joined him again. ^ At Troas. 
Note, ch. xvi. 8. 

6. After the days of unleavened bread. 
After the seven days of the passover, 
during which they ate only unleavened 
bread. See Ex. xii. '^ In five days. 
They crossed the ^gean sea. Paul, 
when he crossed it on a former occasion, 
did it in two days (ch. xvi. 11, 12) ; but 
the navigation of the sea is uncertain, 
and vhey were now probably hindered by 
contrary winds. 

7. And upon the first day of the week. 
Showing thus, that this day was then ob- 
served by Christians as holy time. Comp. 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. Rev. i. 10. IT To break 
bread. Evidently to celebrate the Lord's 
supper Comp. ch. ii. 46. So the Syriac 
understands it, by translating it, ' to break 
the eucharist,' i. e. the eucharistic bread. 
It is probable that the apostles and early 
Christians celebrated the Lord's supper 
>n every liord's-day. IT And continued 



7 And upon the first ^ day of the 
week, when the discipleft c«me to- 
gether to break ^ biead, Paul 
preached unto them, ready to de- 
part on the morrow ; and continued 
his speech until midnight. 

8 And there were many lights ia 
the upper * chamber, where they 
were gathered together. 

9 And there sat in a window a 
certain young man named Euty- 

S lCor.16,2. Rev.1.10. h c,2.42.46. ICor.lO.lW 
5 1.20-34. i c.1.13. 

his speech until midnight. The discourse 
of Paul continued until the breaking of 
day. ver. IL But it was interrupted 
about midnight by the accident that oc- 
curred to Eutychus. The fact that Paul 
was about to leave them on the next day, 
probably to see them no more, was the 
principal reason w^hy his discourse was 
so long continued. We are not to sup- 
pose, however, that it was one continued 
or set discourse. No small part of the 
time might have been passed in hearing 
and answering questions, though Paul 
was the chief speaker. The case proves 
that such seasons of extraordinary devo- 
tion may, in peculiar circumstances, be 
proper. Occasions may arise where it 
will be proper for Christians to spend a 
much longer time than usual in public 
worship. It is evident, however, that 
such seasons do not often occur. 

8. And there were many lights. Why 
this circumstance is mentioned is not ap 
parent. It, however, meets one of the 
slanders of the early enemies of Chris- 
tianity, that Christians in their assemblies 
were accustomed to extinguish all the 
lights, and to commit every kind of abo- 
mination. Perhaps the mention of many 
lights here is designed to intimate that it 
was a place of public worship, as not 
only the Jews, but the Gentiles were ac- 
customed to have many lights burning in 
such places. IT In the upper chambeT, 
Note, ch. i. 13. 

9. And there sat in a window. The 
window was left open, probably to avoid 
the malice of their enemies, who might 
be disposed otherwise to charge them 
withholding their assemblies in darkness 
for purposes of iniquity. The window 
was a mere opening in the wall to let in 
light, as there was no glass known at that 
time ; and as the shutters of the window 
were not closed, there was nothing to pre 
vent Eutychus from falling down. H Tht 
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chus, being fallen into a deep 
sleep : and as Paul was long 
preaching, he sunk down with 
sleep, and fell down from the third 
loft, and was taken up dead. 

10 And Paul went down, and 
fell " on him, and embracing him^ 
said, * Trouble not yourselves ; for 
his life is in him. 

11 When he therefore was come 
up again, and had broken bread, and 
eaten, and talked a long while, even 
till break of day, so he departed. 

12 And they brought the young 

s IKings 17.21. 2Kings 4.34. b Matt.9.24. 



third loft. The third story. IT And was 
taken wp dead. Some have supposed that 
he was merely stunned with the fall, and 
that he was still aUve. But the obvious, 
and therefore the safest interpretation is, 
that he was actually killed by the fall, 
nnd was miraculously restored to life. 
This is an instance of sleeping in public 
worship tiiat has some apology. The late 
hour of the night, and the length of the 
services, were the excuse. But, though 
the thing is often done now, yet how sel- 
dom is a sleeper in a church furnished 
with an excuse for it. No practice is 
more shameful, disrespectful, and abomi- 
'hable, than that so common of sleeping 
in the house of God. 

10. And fell on him, &c. Probably 
stretching himself on him as Elisha did 
on the Shunammite's son. 2 Kings iv. 
33 — 35. It was an act of tenderness and 
compassion, evincing a strong desire to 
restore him to life. ^ Trouble not your- 
selves. They would doubtless be thrown 
into great consternation by such an 
event. Paul therefore endeavoured to 
compose their minds by the assurance that 
he would live. IT For his life is in him. 
He is restored to life. This has all the 
appearance of having been a miracle. 
Life was restored to him as Paul spoke. 

11. Come up again. To the upper 
y-oom. ver. 8. 11 And had broken bread, 
stnd eaten. Had taken refreshment. As 
this is spoken of Paul only, it is evidently 
distinguished from the celebration of the 
Lord's supper. 

12. Not a little comforted. By the fact 
that he was alive ; perhaps also strength- 
ened by the evidence that a miracle had 
been wrought. 

13. Sailed unto Assos. There were 
several cities of thi^ name. One was 
in Ly ih ; one in the territory of Eolis ; 



man alive, and were not a Lttle 
comforted. 

13 And he went before to ship, 
and sailed unto Assos, there intend- 
ing to take in Paul : for so had he 
appointed, minding himself to go 
afoot. 

14 And when he met with us at 
Assos, we took him in, and came to 
Mitylene. 

15 And we sailed thenci, uud 
came the next day over againsi 
Chios ; and the next day we arrived 
at Samos, and tarried at Trogyl- 



one in Mysia ; one in Lydia ; and 
another in Epirus. The latter is the 
one intended here. It was between 
Troas and Mitylene. The distance to it 
from Troas by sea was niuch greater than 
by land, and accordingly Paul chose to go 
to it on foot. IT Minding himself Choos- 
ing or preferring to go on foot. Most of 
his journeys were probably performed in 
this way. 

14. Came to Mitylene. This was the 
capital of the island of Lesbos. It was 
distinguished by the beauty of its situa- 
tion, and the splendour and magnificence 
of its edifices. Th^ island on which it 
stood, Lesbos, was one of the largest in 
the ^gean sea, and the seventh in the 
Mediterranean. It is a few miles distant 
from the coast of Aeolia, and is about one 
hundred and sixty-eight miles in circum- 
ference. The name of the city now is 
Castro. 

15. Over-against. Opposite to. Into 
the neighbourhood of; or near to it, 
H Chios, called also Coos, an island in the 
Archipelago, between Lesbos and Samos. 
It is on the coast of Asia Minor, and is 
now called SrAo. It will long be remem 
bered as the seat of a dreadful massacre 
of almost all its inhabitants by the Turks 
in 1823. IT At Samos. This was also an 
island of the Archipelago, lying off the 
coast of Lydia, from which it is separated 
by a narvrow strait. These islands were 
celebrated among the ancients for their 
extraordinary wines. IT Trogyllium. 
This was the name of a town and pro- 
montory of Ionia in Asia Minor, between 
Ephesus and the mouth of the river Me- 
ander, opposite to Samos. The promon- 
tory is a spur of mount Mycale. ^ Mile- 
tus. Called also Miletum. It was a city 
and seaport, and the ancient capital of 
Ionia. It was originally composed of a 
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[ium; and the next day we came to 
Miletus. 

16 For Paul had determined to 
sail by Ephesus, because he would 
not spend the time in Asia ; for he 
hasted, if it were possible for him, 
to be '^ at Jerusalem the day of 
^ Pentecost. 

17 And from Miletus he sent to 



a c.18.21; 24.17 



b c.2.1. lCor.16.8. 



colony of Cretans. It became extremely 
powerful, and sent out colonies to a great 
number of cities on the Euxine sea. It 
was distinguished for a magnificent tem- 
ple dedicated to Apollo. It is now called 
by the Turks Melas. It was the birth- 
place of Thales, one of the seven wise 
men of Greece. It was about forty or 
fifty miles from Ephesus. 

16. To sail hy Ephesus. The word 5y 
in our translation is ambiguous. We say 
to go hy a place, meaning either to take 
it in our way, to go to it, or to go past it. 
Here it means the latter. He intended to 
Bail past Ephesus without going to it. 
% For he hasted, &c. Had he gone to 
Ephesus, he would probably have been 
80 delayed in his journey that he could 
not reach Jerusalem at the, time of Pen- 
tecost. *!( The day of Pentecost. Note, 
ch. ii. 1- 

17. He sent to Ephesus. Perhaps a dis- 
tance of forty miles. IT The elders of the 
church. Who had been appointed while 
he was there to take charge of the 
church. Note, ch. xv. 2. 

18. And when they were come unto him. 
The discourse which follows is one of the 
most tender, aflfectionate, and eloquent 
which is any where to be found. It is 
strikingly descriptive of the apostle's 
manner of life while with them ; evinces 
his deep concern for their welfare ; is full 
ojf tender and kind admonition ; expresses 
the firm purpose of his soul to live to 
the glory oif God, and his expectation to 
be persecuted still ; and is a most affection- 
ate and solemn farewell. No man can 
read it without being convinced that it 
came from a heart full of love and kind- 
ness; and that it evinces a great and 
noble purpose to be entirely employed in 
one great aim and object-r-the promotion 
of the glory of God, in the face of danger 
and of death. IT Ye know. From your 
own observation^ He had been with 
them three years, and could make this 
salemn appeal to themselves, that he had 
led a faithful and devoted life. How 
^isppy i^ it, when a minister can thus c».p- 



Ephesus, and called the elders of 
the church. 

IS And when they were come toi 
him, he said unto them, Ye know, 
from the first day '^ that I came into 
Asia, after what manner I have been 
with you at all seasons, 

19 Serving the Lord with aU 
'^ humility of mind, and with many 

c c.19.1,10. d lCor.15.9,10. 



peal to those with whom he has laboured, 
in proof of his own sincerity and fidelity.' 
How comforting to himself, and how full 
of demonstration to a surrounding world, 
of the truth and power of the gospd 
which is preached. We may further re- 
mark, that this appeal furnishes strong 
proof of the purity and holiness of Paul's 
life. The elders at Ephesus must have 
had abundant opportunity to know him. 
They had seen him, and heard him pub- 
licly, and in their private dwellings. A 
man does not make such an appeal unless 
he has a consciousness of integrity, nor 
unless there is conclusive proo/" of his in- 
tegrity. It ii3 strong evidence of the holi- 
ness of the character of the apostles, and 
proof that they were not impostors, that 
they could thus appeal with the utmost 
assurance to those who^had every oppor- 
tunity of knowing them. IT From the fir si 
day. He was with them three years, ver. 
31. IF Into Asia. Asia Minor. They 
would probably know not only how he 
had demeaned himself while with them, 
but .also how he had conducted in other 
places near them. IT After what manner 
I have been with you. How 1 have lived 
and acted. What has been my manner 
of life. What had been his mode of life, 
he specifies in the following verses. 
IT At all seasons. At all times. 

19. Serving the Lord, In the discharge 
of the appropriate duties of his apostolic 
office, and in private; life. To discharge 
aright our duties in any vocation, is serv- 
ing the Lord. Religion is often repre 
sented in the Bible as o. service rendered 
to the Lord. H' With all humility. With- 
out arrogance, pride, or a spirit of dicta- 
tion ; without a desire to " lord it over 
God's heritage," without being elated 
with the authority of the apostolic oflfice, 
the variety of the miracles which he was 
enabled to perfprm^, or the success which 
attended his labours. What an admira- 
ble model for all who are in the ministry, 
for all who ar-e endowed with talents and 
learning, and for all who meet with re- 
in/4rkable success in their \'vt>rk- The 
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tears, ^ and temptations, ^ which 
befell me by ° the lying in wait of 
the Jews : 



b 2Cor.4.8-ll. 



proper effect of such success, and of such 
.,alent, will be to produce true humility. 
Eminent success in the work of the mi- 
nistry tends to produce lowliness and 
humbleness of mind; and the greatest 
endowments are usually connected with 
die most simple and childlike humility. 
H And v>iih many tears. Paul, not unfre- 
quently, gives evidence of the tender- 
ness of his heart, and his regard for the 
souls of men, and his deep solicitude for 
the salvation of sinners, ver. 31. Phil, 
ui. 18. 2 Cor. ii. 4. The particular thing, 
howevei, here specified as producing 
weeping, was the opposition of the Jews. 
But it cannot be supposed that those tears 
were shed from an apprehension of per- 
sonal danger. It was rather because the 
opposition of the Jews impeded his work, 
and retarded his progress in winning 
souls to Christ. A minister of the gospel 
will, (1.) Feel, and deeply feel for the 
salvation of his people. He will weep 
over their condition when he sees them 
going astray, and in danger of perishing. 
He will, (2.) Be especially affected with 
opposition, because it will retard his 
work, and prevent the progress and the 
triumph of the gospel. It is not because 
It is a personal concern, but because it is 
ihe cause of his Master. ^ And tempta- 
tions. Trials, arising from their opposi- 
tion. We use the word temptation in a 
more limited sense, to denote inducements 
offered to one to lead him into sin. The 
w^ord in the Scriptures most commonly 
denotes trials of any kind. % Which be- 
fell me. Which happened to me ; which 
I encountered. ^ By the lying in wait, 
&c. By their snares and plots against my 
life. Comp. ver. 3. Those snares and 
plans were designed to blast his reputa- 
tion, and to destroy his usefulness. 

20. / kept back nothing, &c. No doc- 
trine, no admonition, no labour. What- 
ever he judged would promote their sal- 
vation, he had faithfully and fearlessly 
delivered. A minister of the gospel must 
bo the judge of what will be profitable 
to the people of his charge. His aim 
should be to promote their real welfare— 
to preach that which will he profitable. 
His object will not be to please their 
fancy ; to gratify their taste ; to flatter 
their pride ; or to promote his own popu- 
larity. "AU Scripture is profitable'^ (2 
'^'n, "' Q); and it wil' be his aim lo 



20 And how '^ I kept back no* 
thing- that was profitable unto you^ 
but have shewed you, and have 



declare that only which will tend to pro- 
mote their real welfare. Even if it be 
unpalatable ; if it be the language of re- 
proof and admonition ; if it be doctrine 
to which the heart is by nature opposed \ 
if it run counter to the native prejudices 
and passions of men ; yet, by the grace 
of God, it should be, and will be deli 
vered. No doctrine that will be profita- 
ble should be kept back; no plan, no la- 
bour, that may promote the welfare of 
the flock, should be withheld. ^ Bui 
have shewed you. Have announced or 
declared to you. The word here used 
(c<.v»yyei:\»,i) js most commonly applied 
to preaching in public assemblies, or in a 
public manner, IF Have taught you pub- 
licly. In the public assembly ; by public 
preaching. ^ And from house to house. 
Though Paul preached in public, and 
though his time was much occupied in 
manual labour for his own support (ver. 
34), yet he did not esteem hi^public preach- 
ing to be all that was required of him ; 
nor his daily occupation to be an excuse 
for not visiting from house to house. We 
may observe here, (1.) That Paul's exam- 
ple is a warrant and an implied injunc- 
tion for family visitation by a pastor. If 
proper in Ephesus, it is proper still. If 
practicable in that city, it is in other cities. 
If it was useful there, it will be else- 
where. If it furnished to him consola- 
tion in the retrospect when he came to 
look over his ministry, and if it was one 
of the things which enabled him to say 
"I am pure from the blood of all men," 
it will be so in other cases. (2.) The 
design for which ministers should visit 
should be a religious design. Paul did 
not visit for mere ceremony, nor for idle 
gossip, or chit-chat ; nor to converse on 
the mere news or politics of the day. His 
aim was, to show the way of salvation, 
and to teach in private what he taught in 
public. (3.) How much of thi^ is to be 
done is, of course, to be left to the dis- 
cretion of every minister. Paul, in pri- 
vate visiting, did not neglect public in 
struction. The latter he evidently con 
sidered to be his main or chief business. 
His high views of the ministry are 
evinced in his life, and m his letters to 
Timothy and Titus. Yet, while public 
preaching is the main, the prime, the 
leading business of a minister, and while 
his first ®/S>rtfi <?houJd Iv? <:??wcf#d to j«r« 
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taught you publicly, and 
house to house, 

21 Testifying both to the Jews 
and also to the Greeks, repentance 
^ toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

a 2Tim.4.2. b Mark 1.15. Luke 24.47. 



paration for that, he may and should find 
time to enforce his public inotractions by 
going from house to house ; and often he 
will find that his most immediate and ap- 
varenl success will result from such fami- 
ly instructions. (4.) If it is his duty to 
visit, it is the duty of his people to receive 
him as becomes an ambassador of Christ. 
They should be willing to listen to his 
instructions ; to treat him with kindness, 
and to aid his endeavours in bringing 
a family under the influence of reli- 
gion, 

21. Testifying. Bearing witness to the 
necessity of repentance towards God. Or 
teaching them the nature of repentance, 
&c., and exhorting them to repent and 
believe. Perhaps the word testifying in- 
cludes both ideas of giving evidence, and 
of urging with great earnestness and af- 
fection that repentance and faith were 
necessary. See I Tim. v. 21. 2 Tim. ii. 
14; where the word here used, and here 
translated testify, is there translated, cor- 
rectly, charge, in the sense of strongly 
urging, or entreating with great earnest- 
ness. IT And to the Greeks. To all who 
were not Jews. The Greeks properly 
denoted those who lived in Greece, and 
who spoke the Greek language. But the 
phrase, ' Jews and Greeks,' among the 
Hebrews, denoted the whole human race. 
He urged the necessity of repentance 
and faith in all. Religion makes no dis- 
tinction, but regards all as sinners, and as 
needing salvation by the blood of the 
Redeemer. ^Repentance toward God. 
Note, Matt. iii. 2. Repentance is to be 
exercised "toward God," because, (1.) 
Sin has been committed against him, and 
it is proper that we express our sorrow to 
the Being whom we have offended ; and, 
(2.) Because God only can pardon. Sin- 
cere repentance exists only where there 
is a willingness to make acknowledgment 
to the very Being whom we have offend- 
ed, or injured, f And faith. Note, Mark 
xvi. 16. IF Toward. Eig. In regard to ; 
in ; confidence in the work and merits 
of the Lord Jesus. This is required, be- 
cause there is no other one who can save 
from sin. Note, ch. iv. 1 2. 

22. Bound in the spirit. Strongly 



22 And now, behold, 1 go " bound 
in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing ^ the things that shall be- 
fall me there : 

23 Save that the Holy Ghost 
witnesseth in every city, say 

cc.19.21. dJam.4.14. 



urged or constrained by the influence's 
of the Holy Spirit on my mind. Not by 
any desire tv see the place where my 
fathers worshipped, and not urged merely 
by reason, but by the convictions and 
mighty promptings of the Holy Spirit to 
do my duty in this case. The expression 
"bound in the spirit" (5's Js^l vo? rq, nvfu^ctx*) 
is one of great sti*ength and emphasis. 
The word Alco, to bind, is usually applied 
to confinement by cords, fetters, or bands 
(Matt. xiii. 30 ; xiv. 3 ; xxi. 2) ; and then 
denotes any strong obligation (Rom. vii- 
2), or any thing that strongly urges, or 
impels. Matt. xxi. 2. When we are 
strongly urged by the convictions of duty, 
by the influences of the Holy Spirit, we 
should hot shrink from danger or from 
death. Duty is to be done at all hazards. It 
is ours to follow the directions of God ; re- 
sults we may safely and confidently leave 
with him. f Not knowing the things 
that shall befall me there. He knew that 
calamities and trials of some kind await- 
ed him (ver. 23), but he did not know, (1.) 
Of what particular kind they would be ; 
nor, (2.) Their issue, whether it should be 
hfe or death. We should commit our 
way unto God, not knowing what trials 
may be before us in hfe; but know- 
ing that, if we are found faithful at the 
post of duty, we have nothing to fear in 
the issue. 

23. Save that. Except that. This was 
all that he knew, that bonds and affliciiona 
were to be his portion. IT The Holy Ghosi 
witnesseth. Either by direct revelation to 
him, or by the predictions of inspired men 
whom Paul might meet. An instance 
of the latter mode occurs in ch. xxi. 11. 
It is probable that the meaning here is. 
that the Holy Ghost had deeply impress- 
ed the mind of Paul by his direct in- 
fluences, and by his experience in every 
city, that bonds and trials were to be his 
portion. Such had been his experience 
in every city where he had preached the 
gospel by the direction of the Holy Ghost 
that he regarded it as his certain portion 
that he was thus to be afflicted. ^ In 
every city. In almost every city where 
Paul had been, he had been subjected to 
these trials. lie had been persecutfld. 
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ing <* that bonds and afflictions ^ 
abide me. 

24 But none * of these things 

ac.9.16; 21.11. i or wait f(yy me. i& c.21.13. 

Ro:a.8.35,37. 2Cor.4.16. 



sroned, and scourged. So uniform was 
this, so constant had been his experience 
in this way, that he regarded it as his 
certain portion to be thus afflicted ; and 
he approached Jerusalem, and every 
other city, with a confident expectation 
that such trials awaited him there. 
*S Saying. In his experience; by direct 
revelation ; and by the mouth of prophets, 
ch. xxi. 11. When Paul was called to 
the apostleship, it was predicted that he 
would suffer much. ch. ix, 16. IF Bonds. 
Chaino. That I would be bound, as 
prisoners are who are confined. IF Abide 
me. See the margin. They remain or 
wait for me ; i. e. I must expect to suffer 
them. 

24. Move me. Alarm me ; or deter me 
from my purpose. Gr. ' I make an account 
of none of them.' I do not regard them 
as of any moment, or as worth considera- 
tion, in the great purpose to which I have 
devoted my life. ^ Neither count I my 
^ife. I do not consider my life as so valu- 
able as to be retained by turning away 
from bonds and persecutions. I am cer- 
tain of bonds and afflictions ; I am willing 
also, if it be necessary, to lay down my 
life in the prosecution of the same pur- 
pose. IF Dear unto myself. . So precious 
or valuable as to be rcftained at the sacri- 
fice of duty. I am willing to sacrifice it 
if it be necessary. This was the spirit 
of the Saviour, and of all the early 
Christians. Duty is of more importance 
than life ; and when either duty or life is 
to be sacrificed, life is to be cheerfully 
Eurrendered- IF So that. This is my 
main object, to finish my course with joy. 
It is implied here, (1.) That this was the 
great purpose which Paul had in view. 
(2.) That if he should even lay down his 
life in this cause, it would he a finishing 
his course with joy. In the faithful dis- 
charge of duty, he had nothing to fear. 
Life would be ended with peace when- 
ever God should require him to finish his 
course. IF Finish my course. Close my 
career as an apostle and a Christian 
Lifs is thus represented as a course, or 
race that is to be run. 2 Tim. iv. 7. Heb. 
xii. 1. I Cor. ix. 24. Acts xiii. 25. '^Wiih 
joy. With the approbation of conscience 
and of God ; with peace in the recollec- 
tion of the past, Man should strive so to 
live that he will have nothing to regret 



move me, neither count 1 my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the 



when he hes on a bed of death. It is a 
glorious privilege to finish fife with joy. 
It is most sad and awful when the last 
hours are imbittered with the reflection 
that life has been wasted, or that the 
course has been evil. The only way in 
which the course of life may be finished 
with joy, is by meeting faithfully every 
duty, and encountering, as Paul ditl. 
every trial with a constant desire to glo- 
rify God. IF And the ministry. That I 
may fully discharge the duty of the apos- 
tolic office, the preaching of the gospel. 
In 2 Tim. iv. 5, he charges Timothy to 
maJie full proof of his ministry. He here 
shows that this was the ruling principle 
of his own life. IF Which I have received 
of the Lord Jesus. Which the Lord Je 
sus has committed to me. Acts ix. 15 — 17. 
Paul regarded his ministry as an office 
intrusted to him by the Lord Jesus him- 
self On this account he deemed it to be 
peculiarly sacred, and of high authority. 
Gal. i. 12. Every minister has been in- 
trusted with an office by the Lord Jesus. 
He is not his own; and his great aim 
should be, to discharge fully and entirely 
the duries of that office. IF To testify the 
gospel. To bear witness to the good 
news of the favour of God. This is the 
great design of the ministry. It is to beai 
witness to a dying world of the good 
news that God is merciful, and that his 
favour may be made manifest to sinners. 
From this verse we may learn, (l.) That 
we all have a course to run ; a duty tc* 
perform. Ministers have an allotted 
duty ; and so have men in all ranks and 
professions. (2.) We should not be de- 
terred by danger, or the fear of death, 
from the discharge of that duty. We are 
safe only when we are doing the will of 
God. We are really m danger only 
when we neglect our duty, and make 
the great God our enemy. (3.) We 
should so live as that the end of our 
course may be joy. It is, at best, a 
solemn thing to die ; but death may be a 
scene of triumph and of joy. (4.) It mat- 
ters little when, or where, or how we 
die, if we die in the discharge of oiu.' 
duty to God. He will order the circum- 
stances of our departure ; and he can 
sustain us in the last conflict. Happy is 
that life which is spent in doing the wi?^ 
of God, and peaceful that death whi<"*^ 
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ministry * which I have received * 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God. 

25 And nov/, behold, I know 
that ye all anaong whom 1 have 
gone preaching the kingdom of 

a 2Cor.4.1. b Gal.1.1. 

closes a life of toil and trial in the ser- 
vice of the Lord Jesus. 

25. I know that ye all. Perhaps this 
means simply, ' I have no expectation of 
seeing you again ; I have every reason to 
suppose that this is my final interview 
with you.' He expected to visit Ephesus 
no more. The journey to Jerusalem was 
dangerous. Trials and persecutions he 
Icnew awaited liim. Besides, it is evi- 
dent that* he designed to turn his atten- 
tion to other countries, and to visit Rome ; 
and probably had already formed the 
purpose of going into Spain. See Acts 
xix. 21. Corap. Rom. xv. 23—28. From 
ail these considerations it is evident that 
he had no expectation of being again at 
Ephesus; it is probable, however, that 
he did again return to that city. See 
Note, ch xxviii. 31. IF Among ivhom I 
have gone preaching. Among whom I 
have preached. The parting of a minis- 
ter and people is among the most tender 
and affecting of the separations that occur 
on earth. TI The kingdom of God. 
Making known tho nature of the reign 
of God on earth by the Messiah. See 
Note, Matt. iii. 2 

26. Wherefore. Aid, In view of the 
past, of my ministry and labours among 
yon, I appeal to your own selves to testify 
that I have been faithful. IF I take you to 
record. Gr. T call you to witness ; I ap- 
peal to you to testify. If any of you are 
lost; if you prove unfaithful to God, I ap- 
peal to yourselves that the fault is not 
mine. It is well when a minister can 
make this appeal, and call his hearers to 
bear testimony to his own faithfulness. 
Ministers who preach the gospel with 
fidelity may thus appeal to their hearers ; 
and in the day of judgment may call on 
them to witness that the fault of the ruin 
of the soul is not to be charged to them. 
^ That I am -pure. I am not to be charged 
with the guilt of your condemnation, as 
owing to my unfaithfulness. This does 
not mean that he set up a claim to abso- 
lute perfection; but that, in the matter 
under consideration, he had a conscience 
void of offence. IT The blood of all men. 
The word klood is used often in the sense 
of death., ot bloo^' sh-'.d ,• and hence of 



God, shall see my face no more. 

26 Wherefore 1 take you tore- 
cord this day that I am pure *= from 
the blood of all men, 

27 For 1 have not shmmed to de- 
clare unto you all the counsel '^of God. 

c2Cor.7.2. dEph.1.11. 



the guilt or crime of putting one to death, 
or condemnation for it. Matt, xxiii. 35; 
xxvii. 25. Acts v. 28 ; xviii. 6. It here 
means, that if they should die the second 
death, if they should be lost for ever, he 
would not be to blame. He had dis- 
charged his duty, in faithfully warning 
and teaching them ; and now if they were 
lost, the fault would be their own, not his. 
IT All men. All classes of men — Jews 
and Gentiles. He had warned and in- 
structed all alike. Ministers may have 
many fears that their hearers will be 
lost. Their aim, however, should be, (1.) 
To save them, if possible ; and, (2.) If 
they are lost, that it should be by no 
neglect or fault of theirs. 

27. For. This verse contains a reason 
for what had been said in the previous 
verse. It shows why Paul regarded him- 
self as innocent if they should be lost. 
IF / have not shunned. I have not kept 
back ; I have not been deterred by fear, 
by the desire of popularity, by the fact 
that ^he doctrines of the gospel are un- 
palatable to men, from declaring them 
fully. The proper meaning of the word 
translated here, " I have not shunned" 
(\)7rsa-riixx{Av\v\ is to disguisc any impor- 
tant truth ; to withdraw it from public 
view; to ^ec/me publishing it from fear, 
or an apprehension of the consequences. 
Paul means that he had not disguis^ed any 
truth ; he had not withdrawn or kept it 
from open view, by any apprehension of 
the effect which it might have on their 
minds. Truth may be disguised or kept 
back, (1.) By avoiding the subject altoge- 
ther from timidity, or an apprehension of 
giving offence if it is openly proclaimed ; 
or, (2.) By giving it too little prominency, 
so that it shall be lost in the multitude 
of other truths; or, (3.) By presenting it 
amidst a web of metaphysical specula- 
tions, by entangling it with other subjects ; 
or, (4.) By making use of other terms than 
the Bible does, for the purpose of involv- 
ing it in a mist, so that it cannot be un- 
derstood. Men may resort to this course, 
(1.) Because the trpth itself will be un- 
palatable ; (2.) Because they may appre. 
hend the loss of reputation or support -, 
(3.) Because they may not love the truth 
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28 Take heed ° therefore unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, 

a Col.4.17. lTim.4.16. 

themselves, and choose to conceal its pro- 
minent and oiiensive points ; (4.) Because 
they may be afraid of the rich, the great, 
and the gay, and apprehend that they 
shall excite their indignation; and, (5.) 
By a love of metaphysical philosophy, 
and a constant effort to bring every thing 
to the test of their own reason. Men 
often preach a philosophical explanation 
of a doctrine instead of the doctrine itself. 
They deserve the credit of ingenuity, but 
not that of being open and bold prociaim- 
ers of the truth of God. IT The whole coun- 
sel, iiK(roiv r V /Sowxjjv. The word counsel 
(/SouAry) denotes properly consultation, de- 
liberation ; and then will or purpose. 
Luke xxiii. 51. Acts ii. 23. It means here 
the will or purpose of God, as revealed 
in regard to the salvation of men. Paul 
had made a full statement of that plan — 
of the guilt of men, of the claims of the 
law, of the need of a Saviour, of the 
provisions of mercy, and of the state of 
future rewards and punishments. Minis- 
ters ought to declare all that counsel, be- 
cause God commands it ; because it is 
needful for the salvation of men ,* and, 
because the message is not theirs, but 
God's, and they have no right to change, 
to disguise, or to withhold it. And if it 
is the duty of ministers to declare that 
counsel, it is the duty of a people to Zzs- 
ien to it with respect and candour, and 
with a desire to know the truth, and to 
be saved by it. Declaring the counsel of 
God will do no good, unless it is received 
into honest and humble hearts, and with 
a disposition to know what God has re- 
vealed for salvation. 

28. Take heed therefore. Attend to; be 
on your guard against the dangers which 
beset you, and seek to discharge your 
duty with fidelity, f To yourselves. To 
your own piety, opinions, and mode of 
life. This is the first duty of a minister; 
for, without this, all his preaching will be 
vain. Comp. Col. iv. 17. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
Ministers are beset with peculiar dan- 
gers and temptations, and against them 
they should be on their guard. In addi- 
tion to the temptations which they have 
in common with other men, thej^ are 
eji posed to those peculiar to their of- 
fice — arising from flattery, and ambition, 
and despondency, and worldly-minded- 
ness. And just in proportion to the im- 
portance of their oflicc, is the importance 
of the injunction of Paul, to take heed to 



over the which the Holy GhosJ 
hath made you ^ overseers, to feed 

b Heb.13,17. 



themselves. IT And to all the flock The 
church; the charge intrusted to them. 
The church of Christ is often compared 
to a flock. See JNotes on John x. 1 — 20. 
also John xxi. 15 — 17. The word floch 
here refers particularly to the church, and 
not to the congregation in general, for it is 
represented to be that which was purchas- 
ed with the blood of the atonement. The 
command here is, (1.) To take heed to the 
church: i. e. to instruct, teach, and guide 
it; to guard it from enemies (ver. 29), 
and to make it their special object to pro- 
mote its welfare. (2.) To take heed to 
ALL the flock — the rich and the poor, the 
bond and the free, the old and the young. 
It is the duty of ministers to seek to 
promote the welfare of each individual 
of their charge— not to pass by the poor 
because they are poor ; and not to be 
afraid of the rich because they are rich. 
A shepherd regards the interest of the 
tenderest of the fold as much as the 
strongest; and a faithful minister will 
seek to advance the interest of all. To 
do this, he should know all his people ; 
should be acquainted, as far as possible, 
with their peculiar wants, character, and 
dangers, and should devote himself to 
their welfare as his first and main era- 
ployment. IT Over the which the Holy 
Ghost. Though they had been appointed, 
doubtless, by the church, or by the apos- 
tles, yet it is here represented as having 
been done by the Holy Ghost. It was 
by him, (I.) Because he had called and 
qualified them for their work ; and, (2.) 
Because they had been set apart in ac- 
cordance with his direction and will. 
IT Overseers. 'Esrjcrxosrouf. Bishops. The 
word properly denotes those who are ap- 
pointed to oversee, or inspect any thing. 
This passage proves that the name was 
applicable to eiders ; and that in the time 
of the apostles, the name bishop and pres- 
byter, or elder, was given to the same 
class of officers, and, of course, that there 
was no distinction between them. One 
term was originally used to denote oflice 
the other a^^e, and both were applied to 
the same persons in the church. The 
same thing occurs in Titus i. 5 — 7, where 
those who in ver. 5 are called elders, 
are in ver. 7 called bishops. See also 
1 Tim. iii. I —10. Phil. i. 1. IT To feed, 
iioi[/.a.iveLv. This word is properly applied 
to the care which a shepherd exercises 
over his flock. See Notes John xxi. 15 
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« the church of God, which he hath 

purchased ^ with his own hlood. 

29 For I know this, that after my 

aPrnv.10.21. Jer.3.16. Jno,2l. 15-17. lFet.5.2,3. 
6Eph.l.l4. Col.1.14. Heb.9.12,14. IPet.l. 18,19. Rev. 
5.9. 



16. It appUes not only to the act oi feed- 
ing a flock, but also to that of protecting, 
guiding, and guarding it. It here denotes 
not merely the duty of properly instruct' 
ing the church, but also of governing it ; 
of securing it from enemies (ver. 29), and 
of directing its affairs so as to promote its 
edification and peace. IT The church of 
God. This is one of the three pasiaages 
in the New Testament in regard to which 
there has been a long controversy among 
critics, which is not yet determined. 
The controversy is, whether this is the 
correct and geniiine reading. The other 
two passages are, 1 Tim. iii. 16; and 
1 John V. 7. The MSS. and versions 
exhibit three readings ; the church of God 
(too 0soO); the church of the Lord (toS 
Ku^/ou) ; and the church of the Lord and 
God {Kveiov Kxi @sov). The Latin vulgate 
reads it God. The Syriac, the Lord. The 
Arabic, the Lord God. Ttie Ethiopic, the 
Christian family of God. The reading 
which now occurs in our text is found 
in no ancient MSS., except the Vatican 
codex ; and occurs nowhere among the 
writings of the fathers, except in Atha- 
nasius, in regard to whom also there is a 
various reading. It is retained, however, 
by Beza, Mill, and Whitby, as the genu- 
ine reading. The most ancient MSS 
and the best, read the, church of the 
Lord, and this probably was the genuine 
text. It has been adopted by Griesbach 
and Wetstein ; and many important rea- 
sons may be given why it should be re- 
tained. See those reasons stated at length 
in Kuinoel in loco ; see also Griesbach 
and Wetstein. It may be remarked, that a 
change from Lord to God might easily 
be made in the transcribing, for in an- 
cient MSS. the words are njt written at 
length, but are abbreviated. Thus, the 
name Christ (Xeio-ro^) ia written xos; the 
name God (©so?) is written ©os ; the name 
LoM (Ku^jou) is written Kos ; and a mis- 
take, therefore, of a single letter vrauld 
lead to the variations observable in the 
manuscripts. Comp. in this place the 
Note of Mill in his Greek Testament, 
who thinks that the name God should be 
retained. The authority however is so 
doubtful, that it should not be used as a 
oroof text on the divinity of Christ ; and 
not necessary, as th"^re are so many 



departing shall grievous wolves^ 
enter in among you, not sparing 
'^ the flock. 

c Matt.7.l5. 2Pet.2.1. d Jer.l3.20j23.1. Ezek.34. 

2,3. Zech.n.17. 



undisputed passages on that subject. 
IT Which he hath purchased. The word 
here used (^-s^ifTroi^io-ceTo) occurs but in 
one other place in the New Testament. 
1 Tim. iii. 13, " For they that have used 
the office of deacon we\\.,purchase lo them- 
selves a good degree and great boldness in 
the faith." The word properly means to 
acquire or gain any thing ; or to make it 
ours. This may be done by a price, or by 
labour, &c. The noun (7rje*7ro/ii(r«s) de- 
rived from this verb is several times used 
in the New Testament, and denotes acqui- 
sition. 1 Thess. v. 9, " God hath appoint- 
ed us to obtain [unto the obtaining or 
acquisition of] salvation." 2 Thess. ii. 14. 
" Whereunto he called you by our gos- 
pel, to the obtaining of the glorv of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Pet. ii. 9. Tit. ii. 14. 
Eph. i. 14. In this place, it means that 
Christ had acquired, gained, or procured 
the church for himself by paying his own 
hfe as the price. The church is often 
represented as having thus been bought 
with a price. 1 Cor. vi. 20; vii. 23. 2 Pet. 
ii. 1, IF With his own blood. With the 
sacrifice of his own life; for blood ia 
often put for life, and to shed the blood 
is equivalent to taking the life. See 
Note, Rom. iii. 25. The doctrines taught 
here are, (1.) That the death of Christ 
was an atoning sacrifice ; that he offered 
himself to purchase a people to his own 
service. (2.) That the church is, there- 
fore, of peculiar value — a value to be 
estimated by the worth of the price paid 
for it. Comp. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. (3.) That 
this fact should make the purity and sal- 
vation of the church an object of special 
solicitude with the ministers of the gos- 
pel. They should be deeply affected in 
view of that blood which has been shed 
for the church ; and they should guard 
and defend it as having been bought with 
the highest price in the universe. The 
chief consideration that will make mini* 
ters faithful and self-denying is, that the 
church has been bought with a price 
If the Lord Jesus so loved it ; if he gave 
himself for it, they should be willing to 
deny themselves, to watch, and toil, and 
pray, that the great object of his death— 
the purity and the salvation of that 
church — may be obtained. 
29. For I'know this. By what he had 
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30 Also of ^ your own selves 
jhall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples 
after them. 

31 Therefore watch, v* and re- 

a lJno.2.19. Jude4,&c. i2Tim.4.5. 

-een in other places 5 by his knowledge 
of human nature, and of the dangers to 
which they were exposed ; and by the 
guidance of inspiration. IT After my de- 
parture. His presence had been the 
means of guarding the church, and pre- 
serving it liom these dangers. Now that 
the founder and guide of the church was 
to be removed, they would be exposed to 
dissensions and dangers. T Grievous 
wolves. Heavy {(Sx^e'tg), strong, mighty, 
dangerous wolves— so strong that the 
feeble flock would not be able to resist 
them. The term wolves is used to denote 
the enemies of the flock — false, and hypo- 
critical, and dangerous teachers. Comp. 
Matt. X. 16. Note, vii. 15. IT Enter in 
among you. From abroad ; doubtless re- 
ferring particularly to the Jews, who 
might be expected to distract and divide 
them. IT Not sparing tliejlock. Seeking 
to destroy the church. The Jews would 
regard it with peculiar hostility, and 
would seek to destroy it in every way. 
Probably they would approach them with 
great professed friendship for them, and 
expressing a desire only to defend the 
laws of Moses, 

30, Also of your own selves. From 
your own church ; from those who pro- 
fess to be Christians. IT Speaking per- 
verse things. Crooked, perverted, dis- 
tracting doctrmes (Siscrrea/ic/^svu). Comp. 
Note, Acts xiii. 10. They would pro- 
claim doctrines tending to distract and 
divide the church. The most dangerous 
enemies which the church has had, have 
been nurtured in its own bosom, and 
have consisted of those who have per- 
verted the true doctrines of the gospel. 
Among the Ephesians, as among the 
Corinthians (Cor. i. 11 — 13), there might 
be parties formed ; there might be men 
influenced by ambition, like Diotrephes 
(3 John 9), or like Phygellus or Her- 
mogenes (2 Tim. i. 15), or like Hyme- 
neus and Alexander. 1 Tim. i. 20. Men 
jnder tlie influence of ambition, or from 
.ne love of power or popularity, form 
parties in the church, produce divisions 
and distractions, and greatly retard its in- 
ternal prosperity, and mar its peace. The 
church of Christ would have little to fear 
from external enemies if it nurtured no 
foes in its ow^n bosom ; and all the power 
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member that by the space of three 
years I ceased not to warn •= every 
one night and day with tears. 

32 And now, brethren, I com 
mend you to God, and to the word 

c Col.1.28. 



of persecutors is not so much to be dreaded 
as thecounsels and plans,the parties, strifes, 
heart-burnings, and contentions which are 
produced by those who have power, 
among the professed friends of Christ. 

31. Therefore watch. Matt. xxiv. 42. 
In view of the dangers which beset your- 
selves (ver. 28), the danger from men not 
connected with the church (ver. 29), and 
the danger that shall arise from the lovers 
of power among yourselves (ver. 30), bo 
on your guard. Observe the approach 
of danger, and set yourselves against it 
IT Remember. Recall my counsels and 
admcnilions in reference to these dan- 
gers. '^ By the space of three years. In 
ch. SIX. 10, we are told that Paul spent 
two years in the school of TyrannUs. 
In ch. xix. 8, it is said that he was teach 
ing in the synagogue at Ephesus thre? 
months. In addition to this, it is not im- 
probable that he spent some months more 
in Ephesus in instructing the church in 
other places. Perhaps, however, by the 
phrase three years, he meant to use 
merely a round number, denoting ahoui 
three years ; or, in accordance with the 
Jewish customs, part of each of the three 
years — one whole year, and a considera 
Die portion of the two others. Comp. 
Note, Matt. xii. 40. T / ceased not. I 
continued to do it. IF To warn. To 
admonish; to place before the mind 
(vo-jS-aT£v) ; setting the danger and duty 
of each individual before him. IT Every 
one. He had thus set them an example 
of what he had enjoined, ver. 28, He 
had admonished each individual, what- 
ever was his rank or standing. It is well 
when a minister can refer to his own ex- 
ample as an illustration of what he 
meant by his precepts, f Night and 
day. Continually ; by every opportunity. 
IT With tears. Expressive of his deep 
feeling and his deep interest in their wei 
fare. Note on ver. 19. 

32. And now, brethren. About to leave 
them, probably to see them no more, he 
committed them to the faithful care and 
keeping of God. Amidst all the dangers 
of the church, when human strength 
fails or is withdrawn, we may commit 
that church to the safe keeping and ten 
der care of God. ^ I commend you. 1 

! commit you ; I place you {Tra^aTi^Bfisti) ir 
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of his grace, which « is able tc 
build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance * among all them which 
are sanctified. 

a Jno.17.17. b c.26.18. Col.1^12. Heb.9.15. lPet.1.4. 



bis hands, and under his protection. 
Note, Acts xiv. 23. f And to the word 
of his grace. That is, to his gracious 
word ; to his merciful promise. To his 
doctrine of salvation by Jesus Christ, 
which has been conferred on us by grace. 
Paul refers, doubtless, to the gospel — in- 
chiuing its promises of support, its consol- 
ing truths, and its directions to seek all 
needful help and comfort in God. IT Which 
is able. Which has power, t^ Swa/Aveo, 
Which word, or gospel, has power to 
build you up. Heb. iv. 12, " For the 
word of God is quick [hving, hfe-giving, 
(wv], and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword," &c. Comp. Isa. xlix. 
2. Jer. xxiii. 29. " Is not my word like as 
a fire ? saith the Lord : and like a ham- 
mer that breaketh the rock in pieces ?" 
It is implied here, that the gospel is not 
a dead letter ; that it has power to ac- 
complish a great work; and that it is 
adapted to the end in view, the conver- 
sion and sanitification of the soul. There 
is no danger in representing the gospel as 
mighty, and as fitted by infinite wisdom 
to secure the renovation and salvation of 
man. Comp. Rom. i. 16. 1 Cor. i. 18. 2 
Cor. X. 4. f To build you up. The word 
used here is properly applied to a house 
which is reared and completed by slow 
degrees, and by toil. It here means to 
establish, make firm, or permanent ; and 
hence to instruct, to establish in doctrine, 
and in hope. It here means that the 
word of God was able to confirm and es- 
tablish them in the hopes of the gospel, 
amidst the dangers to which they would 
be exposed. ^ And to give i/ouan inheri- 
tance. To make you heirs ; or to make 
you joint partakers with the saints of the 
blessings in reserve for the children of 
God. Those blessings are often repre- 
sented as an inheritance, or heirship, 
which God will confer on his adopted 
children. Matt. xix. 29 ; xxv. 34. Mark 
X. 17. Heb. vi. 12. Rev. xxi. 7. Eph. i. 11 ; 
V. 5. Col. i. 12; iii, 24. Rom. viii. 17. 
Gal. iii. 29. IT Among all them which are 
sanctijied With all who are holy; with 
all the saints. Note, John x. 36. Those 
who shall be saved are made holy. The>- 
who receive a part in the inheritance be- 
yond the grp.vfi», shall have it only among 
the sancti'iitd avA the pure. They must, 



33 I ''have coveted no man's sil- 
ver, or gold, or apparel, 

34 Yea, ye yourselves ** know, 
that these hands have ministered 



c lSam.12.3. lCor.9.12. 2Cor.7.2. 
4.12. lThess.2.9. 2Thess. 3.8. 



d c.lS.S.lCor. 



therefore, be pure tt usnselves, or they 
can have, no part in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God. 

33. I have coveted. I have not desired. 
I have not made it an object of my living 
among you to obtain your property. Thus 
(2 Cor. xii. 14) he says, " I seek not yours, 
but you." Paul had power to demand 
support in the ministry as the reward of 
his labour. 1 Cor.ix. 13, 14. Yet he did 
not choose to exercise it, lest it should 
bring the charge of avarice against the 
ministry. 1 Cor. ix. 12. 15. Paul also had 
power in another respect. He had a vast 
influence over the people. The early 
Christians were disposed to commit their 
property to the disposal of the apostles. 
See Acts iv. 34, 35. 37. The heathen had 
been accijstomed to devote their property 
to the support of religion. Of this pro- 
pensity, if the object of Paul had been to 
make money, he might have availed him- 
self, and have become enriched. De- 
ceivers often thus impose on people for 
the purpose of amassing wealth ; and one 
of the incidental but striking proofs of the 
Christian religion, is here furnished in the 
appeal which the apostle Paul made to 
his hearers, that this had not been his mo- 
tive for action. If it had been, how easy 
would it have been for them to have con- 
tradicted him ! and who, in such circum- 
stances, would have dared to make such 
an appeal ? The circumstances of the 
case, therefore, prove that the object of 
the apostle was not to aniass wealth. And 
this fact is an important proof of the truth 
of the religion which he defended. 
What should have induced him to labour 
and toil in this manner, but a conviction 
of the truth of Christianity? And if he 
really believed it was true, it is, in his 
circumstances, a strong proof that this re- 
ligion is from heaven. See this proof 
stated in Faber's " Difficulties of Infidel- 
ity," and in Lord Lyttleton's " Letter on 
the conversion of St. Paul." IT Or ap' 
parel. Raiment. Changes of raiment 
among the ancients, as at present among 
the orientals, constituted an important 
part of their property. See Note, on 
Matt. vi. 19. 

34. Yea, ye yourselves know. By you? 
own acquaintance wdth, my manner of 
life. In Corinth he had lived and laboije- 
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and to them 



unto my necessities, 
that were with me. 
35 I have showed you ail things, 



ed with Apollos (Note, ch. xviii. 3) ; and 
he refers elsewhere to the fact, that he 
had supported himself, in part at least,by 
his own labour. 1 Cor. iv. 12. 1 Thess. 
ii. 9. 2 Thess. iii. 8. We may hence 
learn that it is no discredit to a minister 
to labour. Whatever it may be to a peo- 
ple who put him under a necessity to toil 
for his support, yet the example of Paul 
shows that a man should rejoice in the 
privilege of preaching the gospel, even 
if it is done while he is obliged to resort 
to labour for his daily bread. It is well 
when a minister of the gospel can make 
an appeal to his people like this of Paul, 
and say, " I have coveted no man's gold, 
or silver, or apparel." Every minister 
should so live that he can make this ap- 
peal to their own consciences of the sin- 
cerity and disinterestedness of his labours 
from the pulpit ; or when called to sepa- 
rate from them as Paul did ,• or when on 
a dying bed. Every minister of the 
gospel, when he comes to lie down 
to die, will desire to be able to make 
this appeal, and to leave a solemn tes- 
timony there, that it was not for gold, or 
ease, or fame, that he toiled in the min- 
isterial office. How much more influence 
can such a man have, than he who has 
been worldly-minded; who has sought 
to become rich ; and the only memorials 
of whose life is, that he has sought " the 
fleece, not the flock," and that he has 
gained the property, not the souls of men. 
And every Christian, when he dies, 
should and will desire to leave a testi- 
mony as pure, that he has been disinter- 
ested, self denying, and laborious in the 
cause of the Lord Jesus. 

35. I have sliowed you. I have taught 
you by instruction and example. I have 
not merely discGtirsi^d about it, but have 
showed you how to do it. IT All things. 
Or, in respect io all things. In every 
thing that respects preaching and the 
proper mode of life, I have for three 
years set you an example, illustrating the 
design, nature, and duties of the office by 
my own self-denials and toil f How thai. 
Or that. "On. I have showed you that 
ye should by so labouring support the 
weak. ^ So labmiring. Labouring as I 
have done. Setting this example, and 
ministering in this way to the wants of 
others. "^T To support the weak. To pro- 
'de for the wants of the sick and feeble 



how that so labouring ye ought to 
** support the weak ; and to re- 
member the words of the Lord 

a Rom.5.11. Eph.4.28. iThess.S.U. 



members of the flock, who are unable to 
labour for themselves. The weak here 
denote the poor, the needy, the infirm. 
IT And to remember. To call to mind for 
encouragement, and with the force of a 
command. IT The words of the Lord 
Jesus. These words are nowhere re- 
corded by the evangelists. But they did 
not pretend to record all his sayings and 
instructions. Comp. Johnxxi. 25. There 
is the highest reason to suppose, that 
many of his sayings which are not re- 
corded would be treasured up by those 
who heard them ; would be transmitted 
to others; and would be regarded as a 
precious part of his instructions. Paul 
evidentljr addresses them as if they had 
heard this before, and were acquainted 
with it. Perhaps he had himself remind- 
ed them of it. This is one of the Re- 
deemer's most precious sayings; and it 
seems even to have a peculiar value, 
from the fact that it is not recorded in the 
regular and professed histories of his life. 
It comes to us recovered, as it. were, from 
the great mass of his unrecorded sayings; 
rescued from that oblivion to which it 
was hastening if left to mere tradition, 
and placed in permanent form in the sa- 
cred writings by the act of an apostle, 
who had never seen the Saviour before 
his crucifixion. It is a precious relic — a 
memento of the Saviour — and the effect 
of it is, to make us regret that more 
of his words were not recovered from ai? 
uncertain tradition, and placed in 
permanent form by an inspired pen- 
man. God, however, who knows what 
is requisite to guide us, has directed 
the words ~\.vhich are needful for the wel- 
fare of the church, and has preserved by 
inspiration the doctrines which are adapt- 
ed to convert and bless man. IT It is more 
blessed io give. It is a higher privilege ; 
it tends more to the happiness of the indi- 
vidual, and of the world. The giver is 
more blessed or happy than the receiver. 
This appears, (1.) Because it is a privilege 
to give to the wants of others ; it is a con- 
dition for which we should be thankful 
when we are in a situation to promote 
their felicity. (2.) Because it tends to 
promote the happiness of the benefactor 
himself There is pleasure in the act of 
giving when it is done with pure motives. 
It promotes our own peace ; is followed 
by happiness in the recollection of it 
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Jesus, how he said, It * is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 

36 And when he had thus spo- 
ken, he kneeled * down, and prayed 
with them all. 

37 And they all wept sore, arid 

a Luke 14.12-14. b c.21.5. 



and will be followed by happiness for 
ever. That is the most truly happy man, 
who is most benevolent. He is the most 
miserable, who has never known the lux- 
ury of doing good, but who lives to gain 
all he can, and to hoard all he gains. 
(3.) It is blessed in the reward that shall 
result from it. Those who give from a 
pure motive, God will bless. They shall 
be rewarded, not only in the peace which 
they shall experience in this life, but in 
the higher bliss of heaven. Matt. xxv. 
34 — 36. We may also remark, that this is 
a sentiment truly great and noble. It is 
worthy of the Son of God. It is that on 
which he himself acted, when he came 
to give pardon to the guilty ; comfort to 
the disconsolate and the mourner ; peace 
to the anxious sinner ; sight to the blind ; 
hearing to the deaf; life to the dead ; and 
heaven to the guilty and the lost. Acting 
on this, he gave his own tears to weep 
over human sorrows and human guilt ; 
he gave his own labours and toils to in- 
struct and save man; he gave his own 
life a sacrifice for sin on the cross ; and 
he gave his Spirit to awaken and save 
those for whom he died. Loving to give, 
he has freely given us all things. Loving 
to give, he delights in the same character 
in his followers, and seeks that they who 
have wealth, and strength, and influence, 
should be willing to give all to save the 
world. Imitating his great example, and 
complying with his command, the church 
shall yet learn more and more to give its 
wealth to bless the poor and needy; its 
sons and its daughters to bear the gospel 
to the benighted heathen ; and its undi- 
vided and constant efforts to save a lost 
world. — Here closesthis speech of Paul ; 
an address of inimitable tenderness and 
beauty. Happy would it be if every 
minister could bid such an adieu to his 
people, when called to part from them; 
and happy if, at the close of life, every 
Christian could leave the world with a 
like consciousness that he had been faith- 
ful in the discharge of his duty. Thus 
dying, it will be blessed to leave the 
world ; and thus would the example of 
the saints live in the memory of survi- 



" fell on Paul's neck, and kissed 
him ; 

38 Sorrowing most of all for the 
^ words which he spake, that they 
should see his face no more. And 
they accompanied him unto the ship 



vors long after they themselves have as 
cended to their rest. 

36. He kneeled down. The usual atti- 
tude of prayer. It is the proper posture 
of a suppliant. It indicates reverence 
and humility ; and is represented in the 
Scriptures as the common attitude of de- 
votion. 2 Chron. vi. 13. Dan. vi. 10. 
Luke xxii. 41. Acts vii. 60; ix. 40; xxi. 
5. Rom. xi. 4. Phil. ii. 10. Eph. iii. 14. 
Mark i. 40. 

37. Wept sore. Wept much. Greek, 
"There was a great weeping of all." 
IF And fell on FauVs neck. Embraced 
him, as a token of tender affection. The 
same thing Joseph did when he met his 
aged father Jacob. Gen. xlvi. 29. '^ And 
kissed him. This was the common token 
of affection. JNote, Matt. xxvi. 48. Luke 
XV. 20. Rom. xvi. 16. 1 Cor. xvi. 20. 

38. Sorrowing most of ull^ &c. This 
was a most tender and affectionate part- 
ing-scene. It can be more easily imagin- 
ed than described. We may learn from 
it, (1.) That the parting of ministers and 
people is a most solemn event, and should 
be one of much tenderness and affection. 
(2.) The effect of true religion is to make 
the heart more tender; to make friend- 
ship more affectionate and sacred ; and 
to unite more closely the bonds of love 
(3.) Ministers of the gospel should be 
prepared to leave their people with the 
same consciousness of fidelity, and the 
same kindness and love, which Paul 
evinced. They should live such lives as 
to be able to look back upon their whole 
ministry as pure and disinterested ; and 
as having been employed in guarding the 
flock, and in making known to them the 
whole counsel of God. So parting, they 
may part in peace. And so living, and 
acting, they will be prepared to give up 
their account with joy, and not wiLn grief. 
May God grant to every minister the 
spirit which Paul evinced at Ephesus, 
and enable each one,when called to leave 
his people by death or otherwise, to do i' 
with the same consciousness of fidelit^^ 
which Paul evinced, when he left bis 
people to see their face no more . 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

AND it came to pass, that after 
we were gotten from them, and 
had launched, we came with a 
straight course unto Coos, and the 
day following unto Rhodes, and 
from thence unto Patara ; 

2 And finding a ship sailing over 

CHAPTER XXI. 

1. After we were golien from them. 
After we had left the elders at Miletus, 
ch. XX. 38. They were on their way to 
Jerusalem. T Ifnto Coos. This was a 
small island in the Grecian Archipelago, 
a short distance from the south-western 
point of Asia Minor. It is now called 
Stanco. It was celebrated for its fertility, 
and for the wine and silk- worms which 
it produced. IT Unto Rhodes. This was 
an island in the Levant. On the island 
was a city of the same name, which was 
principally distinguished for its brazen 
Colossus, which was built by Chares of 
Lyndus. It stood across the mouth of the 
harbour,and was so high that vessels could 
pass between its legs. It stood fifty-six 
years, and was then thrown down by an 
earthquake. It was reckoned as one of 
the seven wonders of the world. When 
the Saracens took possession of this island, 
they sold thi.^ prostrate image to a Jew, 
who loaded 900 camels with the brass of 
it. This was A. D. 600, about 900 years 
after it had been thrown down. The an- 
cient name of the island was Asteria. Its 
name Rhodes was given from the great 
quantity of roses which it produced. 
ir Unto Patara. This was a maritime 
city of Lye ia, in Asia Minor, over-against 
Rhodes. 

2. Into Phenicia. See Note, ch. xi. 19. 
Phenicia v/as on their way to Jerusalem. 
^ Set forth. Sailed. 

3. Had discovered Cyprus. Note, ch. 
iv. 36. IF Into Syria. Note, Matt. iv. 
24. '^ And landed at Tyre. Note, Matt. 
ii. 21. IT To unlade her burden. Her 
cargo. Tyre was formerly one of the 
most commercial cities of the world ; and 
it is probable, that in the time of Paul its 
commercial importance had not entirely 
ceased. 

4. And finding disciples. Christians. 
This is the first mention of there being 
Christians at Tyre, but there is no impro- 
bability in supposing that the gospel had 
been preached there, though it is not ex- 
pressly recorded by Luke. IF Who said 
to Paul Comp. ver. 12. Their deep in- 
terest in his welfare, and their apprehen- 



unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and 
set forth. 

3 Now when we had discovered 
Cyprus, we left it on the left hand, 
and sailed into Syria, and landed 
at Tyre : for there the ship was to 
unlade her burden. 

4 And finding disciples, we tar- 

sion of his danger, was the reason 
why they admonished him not to go. 
IF Through the spirit. There is some dif- 
ficulty in understanding this. In solving 
this difficulty, we may remark, (1.) That 
it is evident thsat the Holy Spirit is meant; 
and that Luke means to say that this was 
spoken by his inspiration. The Holy 
Spirit was bestowed on Christians at that 
time in large measures, and many appear 
to have been under his inspiring guid- 
ance. (2.) It was not understood by Paul 
as a positivQ command that he should not 
go up to Jerusalem— for had it been, it 
would not have been disobeyed. Paul 
evidently understood it as expressive of 
their earnest wish that he should not go, 
as apprizing him of danger, and as a kind 
expression in regard to his own welfare 
and safety. Comp. ver. 13. Paul was in 
better circumstances to understand this 
than we are, and his interpretation was 
doubtless correct. (3.) It is to be under- 
stood, therefore, simply as an inspired 
prophetic warning, that if he went, he 
went at the risk of his liiie ; a prophetic 
warning joined with their individual per- 
sonal wishes, that he would not expose 
himself to this danger. The meaning 
evidently is, that they said by inspiration 
of the Spirit, that he should not go unless 
he was willing to encounter danger, and 
the hazard of life as a consequence, for 
they foresaw that the journey would be 
attended with this hazard. Grotius ren- 
ders it, " that he should not go, unless he 
was willing to be bound.*' Michaelis and 
Stolzius, "They gave him prophetic 
warning, that he should not go to Jerusa- 
lem." Doddridge, " If he tendered his own 
liberty and safety, not to go up to Jerusa- 
lem, since it would certainly expose him 
to very great hazard." The inspiration 
in the case was that of admonition and 
warning, not of positive command. Paul 
was simply apprized of the danger ; and 
then left to the free determinafton of«his 
own will. He chose to encounter the 
danger of which he was thus apprized. 
He did not despise the intimations of the 
Spirit; but he judged that his duty to 
God called him thus to encounter the 
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ried there seven days ! who said 
■ to Paul through the Spirit, that 
he should not go up to Jerusalem. 

5 And when we had accomplish- 
ed those days, we departed and 
went our way : and they all brought 
us on our way with wives and chil- 
dren, till we were out of the city : 
and we kneeled * down on the shore, 
and prayed. 



a ver.l2. h c.20.36. 



hazards of the journey. We may be ap- 
prized of danger in a certain course, either 
by our friends or by the word of God, 
and still it may be our duty to meet it. 
Our duty is not to be measured by the 
fact that we shall experience dangers, 
in whatever way that may be made 
known to us. It is in following the will 
of God; and encountering whatever trials 
may be in our way. 

5. Had accomplished those days. When 
those days were passed. IT They all 
brought us on our way. They attended 
us. Note, ch. XV. 3. Rom. xv. 24. 1 Cor. 
xvi. 6. 11. 3 John 6. This was an ex- 
pression of tender attachment, and of a 
deep interest in the welfare of Paul and 
his fellow-travellers. IT We kneeled down. 
Note, ch. XX. 36. f On the shore. Any 
place may be proper for prayer. Note, 
John iv. 21 — 24. God is every where, 
and can as easily hear the prayer of the 
humble on the sea-shore as in the most 
magnificent temple. This is an instance, 
as well as that in ch. xx. 36, where the 
apostle evidently prayed with the church 
without a form of prayer. No man can 
believe that he thus poured forth the de- 
sires of his heart at parting, and com- 
mended them to God, in a prescribed 
form of words. Besides that there is not 
the least evidence that such a form was 
then used in the Christian church, scenes 
like this show more clearly than abstract 
arguments could do, that such a form 
was not needed, and would not be used. 
Paul and his fellow Christians, on the 
sand of the sea-shore, would pour forth 
the gushing emotions of their souls in 
language such as their circumstances 
would suggest, and such as such a scene 
would demand. And it is presumed to 
be impossible that any man can read this 
narrative in a dispassionate manner with- 
out believing that they offered an extem- 
pore prayer. 

7. We came to Ptolemais. This was a 
cky situated on the coast of the Mediter- 
anean, on the north angle of a bay 



6 And when we had taken oiii 
leave one of another, we took ship ; 
and they returned home again. 

7 And when we had finished our 
course from Tyre, we came to 
Ptolemais, and saluted the brethren 
and abode with them one day. 

8 And the next day, we that were 
of Paul's company departed, and 
came unto Cesarea : and we enter- 



which extends, in a semi-circle of three 
leagues, as far as the point of Mount 
Carmel. At the south and west sides the 
city was washed by the sea; and was 
surrounded by triple walls. It was in 
the tribe of Asher (Judg. i. 31), and was 
originally called Accho ; but was called 
Ptolemais in honour of one of the Ptole- 
mies, who beautified and adorned it. 
The Christian crusaders gave it the name 
of Acre, or St. John of Acre, from a 
magnificent church which was built in 
it, and which was dedicated to the apos- 
tle John. It is still called Akka by the 
Turks. The Syriac and Arabic render it 
Accho in this place. It sustained several 
sieges during the crusades, and was the 
last fortified place wrested from the 
Christians by the Turks. It sustained a 
memorable siege under Bonaparte, and 
since then it has been much increased 
and strengthened. Its present popula- 
tion is estimated at from 18,000 to 20,000. 
H And saluted the brethren. Embraced 
them ; gave them expressions of affection 
and regard. 

8. We that were of PauVs company. 
From this it would appear that they had 
been attended thus far by some persons 
who were going only to Ptolemais. This 
clause, however, is wanting in many 
MSS., and has been omitted by Bengel, 
Griesbach, Knapp, and others, as spurious. 
It is also wanting in the Syriac and the 
Vulgate. IT Unto Cesarea. See Note, 
ch. viii. 40. TT Into the house of Philip, 
One of the seven deacons, ch. vi. 5. 
After his conversation with the eunuch 
of Ethio^a, he went to Cesarea, and pro 
bably there abode. IT The evangelist. 
This word properly means one who an 
nounces good news. In the New Testa- 
ment it is applied to a preacher of the 
gospel, or one who declares the glad 
tidings of salvation. It occurs. only in 
two other places. Eph. iv. 11. 2 Tim. iv 
5. What was the precise rank of those 
who bore this title in the early Christian 
church, cannot perhaps be determined 
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ed into the house of Philip " the 
evang-elist, '' which was one of the 
seven ; <= and abode with him. 

9 And the same man had four 
daug-hters, virgins, which '' did 
prophesy. 

10 And as we tarried there many 
days, there came down from Judea 
a certain prophet, named Agabus. * 

11 And when he was come unto 
us, he took Paul's girdle, and 
bound his own hands and feet, and 

a c.S.26,40. fc Eph.4. 1 1 . 2Tim .4 .5. c c.6.5. 

i Joel 2.28. c.2,17. eel 1.28. 



ft is evident, however, that it is used to 
denote the office of preaching the gos- 
pel ; and as this title is apphed to Philip, 
and not to any other of the seven dea- 
cons, it would seem probable that he had 
been intrusted with a special commission 
to preach, and that preaching did not per- 
tain to him as a deacon, and does not pro- 
perly belong to that office. The business 
of a deacon was, to take care of the poor 
members ot the church, ch. vi. 1—6. 
The office of preaching was distinct from 
this, though, as in this case, it might be 
conferred on the same individual. 

9. Which did prophesy. See Note, ch. 
ii. 17; xi. 27. That females sometimes 
partook of the prophetic influence, and 
foretold futnre events is evident from 
various places in the New Testajnent. 
See No+e, ch. ii. 17. 

10. There came down. Note, ch. xv. 1. 
T Named Agabus. See Note, ch. xi. 28. 

11. He took PauVs girdle. The loose, 
flowing robes, or outer garments, which 
were worn in eastern countries, were 
bound by a girdle, or sash, around the 
body, when they ran, or laboured, or 
walked. Such a girdle was, therefore, 
an indispensable part of dress. % And 
bound his own hands and feet. As em- 
blematic of what would be done by the 
Jews to Paul. It was common for the 
prophets to perform actions wnich were 
emblematic of the events which they 
predicted. The design was to make the 
prediction more forcible and impressive, 
by representing it to the eye. Thus Jere- 
miah was directed to bury his girdle by 
the Euphrates,* to denote the approaching 
captivity of the Jews. Jer. xiii. 4. Thus 
he was directed to make bands and yokes, 
and to put ^:hem around his neck, as a 
sign to Edom and Moab, &c. Jer. xxvii. 
8, 3. Thus the act of the potter was em- 
blematic of the destruction that was corn- 



said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost» 
So/ shall the Jews at Jerusalem 
bind the man that owneth this gir- 
dle, and shall deliver him into the 
hands of the Gentiles. 

12 And when we heard these 
things, both we, and they of that 
place, ^ besought him not to go up 
to Jerusalem. 

13 Then Paul answered. What 
mean ye to weep and to break mine 
heart] for I am ready ^ not to be 

/ver.33. c.20.23. g-Matt.16.22,23. A 2Tim.4.6. 



ing upon the nation of the Jews. Jer 
xviii. 4. So Isaiah walked naked and 
barefoot as a sign of the captivity of 
Egvpt and Ethiopia. Isa. xx. 3, 4. Comp. 
Ezek. iv., xii., &c. "5 So shall the Jews, 
&c. This was fulfilled. See ver. 33, and 
ch. xxiv. IT Into the hands of the Gentiles. 
To be tried ; for the Romans then had 
jurisdiction over Judea. 

13. What mean ye. Or. What do ye. 
A tender and affectionate, but firm re- 
proach. IF To weep and to break my heart 1 
To afflict me, and distract my mind by 
alarms, and by the expressions of tender- 
ness. His mmd was fixed on going to 
Jerusalem ; and he felt thitt he was pre- 
pared for whatever awaited him. Ex- 
pressions of tenderness among friends 
are proper. Tears may be inevitable at 
parting from those whom we love. But 
such expressions of tenderness and love 
ought not to be allowed to interfere with 
the convictions of duty in their minds. 
If they have made up their minds that a 
certain course is proper, and have resolv- 
ed to pursue it, we ought neither to at- 
tempt to divert them from it, nor to dis- 
tract their minds by our remonstrances or 
our tears. We should resign them to 
their convictions of what is demanded of 
them, with aflfection and prayer, but with 
cheerfulness. We should lend them all 
the aid in our power, and then commend 
them to the blessing and protection of 
God. These remarks apply especially to 
those who are engaged in the missionary 
enterprise. It is trying to pavt with a 
son, a daughter, or a beloved friend, ir 
order that they may go to proclaim the 
gospel to the benighted and dymg hea- 
then. The act of parting— /or life ; and 
the apprehension of the perils which 
they may encounter on the ocean, and in 
heathen lands, may be painful. But ii 
they, like Paul, have looked at it calmly 
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bound only, but also to die at Jeru- 
salem for the name of the Lord 
fesus. 

14 And when he would not be 
persuaded, we ceased, saying, The 
will " of the Lord be done. 

15 And after those days we took 
up our carriages, and went up to 
Jerusalem. 

a Matt.6.10; 26.42. 

candidly, and with much prayer ; if they 
have come to the deUberate conclusion 
that it is the will of God that they should 
devote their lives to this service, we 
ought not to weep, and to break their 
hearts. We should cheerfully and confi- 
dently commit them to the protection of 
the God whom they serve, and remem- 
ber that they are seeking his glory, and 
that the parting of Christians, though for 
life, will be short. Soon, in a better 
world, they will be united again, to part 
no more; and the blessedness of that 
future meeting will be greatly heightened 
by all the sorrows and self-denials of 
separation here, and by all the benefits 
which such a separation may be the 
means of conveying to a dying world. 
That mother will meet, with joy, in 
heaven, the son from whom, with many 
tears, she was sundered, when he entered 
on a missionary life ,• and surrounded 
with many ransomed heathen, heaven 
will be made more blessed, and all eter- 
nity more happy. IT But also to die. 
This was the true spirit of a martyr. 
This spirit reigned in the hearts of all 
lihe early Chrisdans. f For the name of 
the Lord Jesus. For his sake ; ni making 
his name known. 

14. Would not be persuaded. To re- 
main. He was resolved to go. IT We 
ceased. We ceased remonstrating with 
him, and urging him to remain. IT The 
will of the Lord be done. They were now 
assured that it was the will of God that 
he should go. And they were now ready 
to submit to that v;ill. This is an instance 
and an evidence of true piety. It was 
the expression of a v/ish that whatever 
God might judge to be necessary for the 
advancement of his cause, might take 
place, even though it should be attended 
with many trials. They commended their 
friend to the protection of God, confident 
that whatever should occur would be 
right. Comp. Note, Malt. vi. 10; xxvi. 42. 

15. After those days. After what had 
occurred, as related in the previous verses. 
IT We took up our carriages. This is a 



16 There went with us also cer- 
tain of the disciples of Cesarea, 
and brought with them one Mnasor* 
of Cyprus, an old disciple, * with 
whom we should lodge. 

17 And when we were come to 
Jerusalem, the brethren received * 
us gladly. 

18 And the day following Paul 



most unhappy translation. The word car- 
riage we apply now exclusively to a 
vehicle for conveying any thing — as a 
coach, chariot, gig, cannon carriage, &c. 
The original word means simply, that 
they prepared themselves; made them 
selves ready; put their baggage in order, 
&c. 'A:ro<rx£y«(ri«/i«vo«. They prepared fox 
the journey. The English word carriage 
was formerly used in the sense of that 
which is carried, baggage, burden, ves- 
sels, fijrniture, &c. Thus it was used 
in the time that our translation was made ; 
and in this sense it is to be understood 
in 1 Sam. xvii. 23, " And David left his 
carriage (baggage) in the hand of the 
keeper of the carriage," &c. See ver. 
20, margin. Isa. x. 28, " At Michmash 
he hath laid up his carriages" [his bag- 
gage, &c.] 

16. One Mnason of Cyprus. The ori- 
ginal in this place would be better trans- 
lated, " And brought us to Mnason of 
Cyprus, an old disciple," &c. It is evi- 
dent that, though Mnason was originally 
of Cyprus, yet he was now an inhabitant 
of Jerusalem, and was well known to 
the disciples at Cesarea. It is possible 
that he might have been at Cesarea, and 
accompanied Paul to Jerusalem; but the 
more correct interpretation of the passage 
is, that Paul and his fellow-travellers 
wei^e conducted to his house in Jerusa- 
lem, and that he was not with them in 
the journey. IT Of Cyprus. Note, ch. iv. 
36. IT An old disciple. An early convert 
to Christianity — perhaps one who was 
converted before the crucifixion of the 
Saviour. IT With whom we shoidd lodge. 
In whose house we were to take up our 
abode. The rites of hospitality were 
shown in a distinguished manner by the 
early Christians. 

17. The brethren. Christians. % Re- 
ceived us gladly. They had been long 
absent. They had been into distant re- 
gions, and had encountered many dan« 
gers. It was a matter of joy that they had 
now returned in safety. 

18. Unto James James the Less. Not<3 
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went in with us unto James ; 
all the elders were present. 

19 And when he had saluted 
them, he declared particularly what 
* things Gcd had wrought among 
the Gentiles hy '^ his ministry, 
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ac.l5.13,&c. Gal.1.19. 
24. 2Cor.l2.1ii. 



Z>Roin.l5.18,19. c c.20. 



eh. XV. 13. He resided at Jerusalem. 
Comp. Gal. i. 19. It is not improbable 
that he was the only one of the apostles 
then at Jerusalem; and there is reason 
to believe that the church at Jerusalem 
was left under his particular care. It 
was natural, therefore, that Paul and his 
travelHng companions should taiie an 
early opportunity to see him. James was 
the cousin of our Lord, and in Gal. i, 19, 
he is called the Lord's brother. On all 
accounts, therefore, he was entitled to, 
and would receive particular respect from 
the early disciples. 

19, Had saluted them. With the usual 
tokens of respect and affection. ^ He 
declared particularly, &c. As an evidence 
that God had been with him. It is not 
improbable that there might have been 
some suspicion in regard to Paul among 
the disciples at Jerusalem, and he might 
nave heard that they were prejudiced 
against him. This prejudice would be 
removed by his stating what had actually 
occurred under his ministry. 

20. They glorified the Lord. They gave 
praise to the Lord for what he had done. 
They saw new proofs of his goodness 
and mercy, and they rendered him thanks 
for all that had been accomplished. There 
was no jealousy that it had been done by 
the instrumentality of Paul. True pietv 
will rejoice in the spread of the gospel, 
and in the conversion of sinners, by 
whatever instrumentality it may be ef- 
fected. ^ Thou seest, brother. The lan- 
guage of tenderness in this address, re- 
cognising Paul as a fellow-labourer and 
fellow Christian, implies a wish that Paul 
would do all that could be done to avoid 
giving offence, and to conciliate the fa- 
vour of his countrymen. IT How many 
thousarids. The number of converts at 
this time must have been very great. 
Twenty-five years before this, three thou- 
sand had been converted at one time 
(ch. ii.), and afterwards the number had 
swelled to some more thousands, ch. iv, 
1. The assertion, that there were, then, 
* many thousands," implies that-the work 
so signally begun on the day of Pentecost 
in Jerusalem, had not ceased, and that 
mRuy more had been converted to the 



20 And when they h(5ard it, they 
glorified the Lord ; an<l said unto 
him, Thou seest, brother, how many 
thousands of Jews there are which 
believe ; and they are all zealous 
^ of the law : 

d c,22.3. Rom.10.2. 



Christian faith. IF Which believe. Who 
are Christians. They are spoken of as 
believers, or as having faith in Christ, in 
contradistinction from those who rejected 
him, and whose characteristic trait it was 
that they were unbelievers. IT And. they 
are all zealous of the law. They stilJ 
observe the law of Moses. The refer 
ence here is, to the law respecting cir 
cumcision, sacrifices, distinctions of meats 
and days, festivals, &c. It may seem re- 
markable that they should still continue 
to observe those rites, since it was the 
manifest design of Christianity to abolish 
them. But we are to remember, (1.) 
That those rites had been appointed by 
God, and that they were trained to their 
observance. (2.) That the apostles con 
formed to them while they remained in 
Jerusalem, and did not deem it best to 
set themselves violently against them 
ch. iii. 1. Luke xxiv. 53. (3.) That the 
question about their observance had 
never been agitated at Jerusalem. It 
was only among the Gentile converts 
that the question had risen, and there it 
must arise, for if they were to be observ- 
ed, they must have been imposed upon 
them by authority. (4.) The decision of 
the council (ch. xv.) related only to the 
Gentile converts. It did not touch the 
question, whether those rites were to be 
observed by the Jewish converts. (5.) It 
was to be presumed, that as the Christian 
religion became better understood — that 
as its large, free, and catholic nature 
became more and more developed, the 
peculiar institutions of Moses would be- 
laid aside of course, without agitation, 
and without tumult. Had the question 
been agitated at Jerusalem, it would 
have excited tenfold opposition to Chris- 
tianity, and would have rent the Chris- 
tian church into factions, and greatly re- 
tarded the advance of the Christian doc- 
trine. We are to remember also, (6.j 
That, in the arrangement of Divine Pro- 
vidence, the time was drawing ncai 
which was to destroy the temple, the 
city, and the nation ; which was to pu 
an end to sacrifices, and efevtually to 
close for ever the observance of the 
Mosaic rites. As this destruction was hc 
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21 And they are informed of 
thee, that thou teachest all the Jews 
which are among the Gentiles to 
forsake Moses, saying that they 
ought not to circumcise " their 
children, neither to walk after their 
customs. 



«ear, and as it would be so effectual an 
argument against the observance o£ the 
Mosaic rites, the Great Head of the church 
did not sufter the question of their obli- 
gation to be needlessly agitated among 
the disciples at Jerusalem. 

21. And they are informed of thee. Re- 
ports respecting the conduct of Paul 
would be likely to be in circulation 
among all at Jerusalem. His remarka- 
ble conversion ; his distinguished zeal ; 
his success among the Gentiles, would 
make his conduct a subject of special 
interest* Evil-minded men among the 
Jews, who came up to Jerusalem from 
different places where he had been, 
would be likely to represent him as the 
decided enemy of the laws of Moses, 
and these reports would be likely to 
reach the ears of the Jewish converts. 
The reports, as they gained ground, would 
be greatly magnified, until suspicion 
might be excited among the Christians 
at Jerusalem, that he was, as he was 
reputed to be, the settled foe of the 
Jewish rites and customs. ^ That thou 
teachest all the Jews, &c. From all the 
evidence which we have of his conduct, 
this report was incorrect and slanderous. 
The truth appears to have been, that he 
did not enjoin the observance of those 
laws on the Gentile converts; that the 
effect of his ministry on them was, to lead 
them to suppose that their observance 
was not necessary — contrary to the doc- 
trines of the Judaizing teachers (see ch. 
XV.) ; and that he argued with the Jews 
themselves, where it could be done, against 
the obligation oC those laws and customs, 
since the Messiah had come. They de- 
pended on that observance for justifica- 
tion and salvation. This Paul strenu- 
ously opposed , and this he defended at 
length in^ the epistles which he wrote. 
See the epistles to the Romans, the Gala- 
tians ind the Hebrews. Yet these facts 
might be easily misunderstood and per- 
verted, so as to give rise to the slanderous 
report, that he was every where the 
enemy of Moses and the law. IT Which 
ure among the Gentiles. Who live in 
heathen countries. The Jews were ex- 



22 What is it iherefoie 1 The 
multitude must neecs come * to- 
gether : for they will hear that thou 
art come. 

23 Do therefore this that we say 
to thee : We have four men which 
have a vow on them ; 

b c.19.32. 



tensively scattered, and settled in all the 
large towns and cities of the Roman 
empire. IF 7h forsake Moses. The law 
and authority of Moses. That is, to re- 
gard his laws as no longer binding. IT To 
walk after the customs. To observe the 
institutions of the Mosaic ritual. Note, 
ch. vi. 14, The word customs denotes 
the rites of the Mosaic economy — the 
offering o[ sacrifices, incense, the obla- 
tions, anointings, festivals, &c. which the 
law of Moses prescribed. 

22. What is it therefore ? What is to 
be done?. What is it proper to do, to 
avoid the effects of the evil report which 
has been circulated 1 What they deemed 
it proper to do, is suggested in the follow- 
ing verses. ^ The multitude. The mul- 
titude of Jews. 11 Must needs come to- 
gether. There will be inevitably a tumult 
nous assemblage. It will be impossible 
to prevent that. The reasons were, be- 
cause their minds were exceedingly agi- 
tated that one of their own countrymen 
had, as they understood, been advising 
apostasy from the religion of their fathers ; 
because it had been extensively done in 
many parts of the world, and with great 
success ; and because Paul, having, as 
they believed, himself apostatized from 
the national religion, had become very 
conspicuous,, and his very presence in 
Jerusalem, as in other places, would be 
likely to excite a tumult. It was, there- 
fore, the part of friendship to him, and to 
the cause, to devise some proper place to 
prevent, if possible, the anticipated ex- 
citement. 

23. We have four men. There are 
with us four men. It is evident that 
James and the elders meant to say, tha> 
these men were connected with them in 
the Christian church ; and the fact shows 
that the Christians at Jerusalem did not 
disregard the institutions of Moses, and 
had not been so far enlightened in the 
doctrines of Christianity as to forsake 
yet the ceremonial rites of the Jews, 
IT Which have a vow on them. Which 
have made a vow. See Notes, ch. xviii. 
18. From the mention of shaving the 

i nead (in ver. 24), it is evident that the vow 
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2i Them take, and purify thy- 
seli with them, and be at charges 
vvitn them, that they may shave 
® their heads : and all may know, 
that those things, whereof they 
were informed concerning thee, are 
nothing, but that thou thyself also 
waikest orderly ,and keepestthe law. 

a Num.6.2,13,lS. c.18.18. 

which they had taken was that of the 
Nazarite ; and that as the time of their 
vcw was about expiring, they were about 
to be shaven, in accordance with the cus- 
tom usual on such occasions. See Note, 
ch. xviii. 18. These persons Paul could 
join, and thus show decisively that he 
did not intend to undervalue or dispa- 
rage the laws of Moses, when those laws 
were understood as mere ceremonial ob- 
servances. 

24. Them take. Take with you. Join 
yourself with them. IT And piXrify thy- 
self with them. Join them in observing 
the forms of purification prescribed by 
the law of Moses in the observance of 
the vow of the Nazarite. The purifying 
here refers to the vows of sanctity which 
the Nazarites were to observe. They 
were to abstain from wine and strong 
drink ; they were to eat no grapes, moist 
or dried ; they were to come near no 
dead body, nor to make themselves " un- 
clean" for their father, mother, brotlier, 
or sister, when they died (Num. vi. 3 — 7),' 
and they were to present an offering 
when the days of the vow were complet- 
ed. Num. vi. 8. IT And be at charges 
with them. Share with them the expense 
of the sacrifices and offerings required 
when the vow is completed. Those offer- 
ings were a ram of a year old for a burnt- 
offering, a sheep of the same age for a 
sin-offering, a ram for a thank-offering, a 
basivet of unleavened cakes, and a liba- 
tion of wine. See Num. vi. 13—20. 
^ 2 hat they may shave (heir heads. The 
shaving of the head, or the cutting off the 
hair which had been suffered to grow 
during the continuance of the vow 
CNum. vi. 5), was an observance indicat- 
mg that the vow had been performed. 
Paul was requested to join with them in 
the expense of the sacrifices and offer- 
'ngs, that thus the whole of the ceremo- 
nies having been observed, their heads 
might be shaved as an indication that 
every part of the vow had been com- 
plied with. IT And all may know. By 
the fact of your observance of one of the 
rites of the Mosaic rehgion, all may have 



25 As touching the Gentiles 
which believe, we ^ h-^ve written, 
and concluded that they observe no 
such thing, save only that they 
keep themselves from things offer- 
ed to idols, and from blood, and 
from strangled, and from fornica 
tion. 

b c.l5.20,2e. 



evidence that it is not your purpose oi 
practice to speak contemptuously of those 
rites, or to undervalue the authority of 
Moses. IF J. re nothing. Are untrue, or 
without any foundation. IT Walkesi or- 
derly. That you live in accordance 
with the real requirements of the law of 
Moses. To walk in the Scriptures often 
denotes to live, to act, to conduct, in a cer- 
tain manner. All, probably, that they 
wished Paul to show by this was, that he 
was not an enemy of Moses, They who 
gave this counsel were Christian's, and 
they could not wish him to do any thing 
which would imply that he was not o 
Christian. 

25. As touching the Gentiles. In re- 
gard to the Gentile converts. It might 
be expedient for Paul to do what could 
not be enjoined on the Gentiles They 
could tiot command the Gentile converts 
to observe those ceremonies, Vv^hile yet it 
might be proper, for the sake of peace, 
that the converts to Christianity frrom 
among the Jews should regard them. 
The conduct of the Christians at Jerusa- 
lem in giving this advice, and of Paul in 
following it, may be easily vindicated. 
If it be objected, as it has been by infi- 
dels, that it looks like double-dealing; 
that it was designed to deceive the Jews 
in Jerusalem, and to make them believe 
that Paul actually confnrmed to the cere- 
monial law, when his conduct among the 
Gentiles showed that he did not; we 
may reply, (1.) That the observance oi 
that law was not necessary in order to 
justification ; (2.) Tliat it would have 
been improper to have enjoined its ob- 
servance on the Gentile converts as ne- 
cessary, and therefore it was never done ; 
(3.) That when the Jews urged its ob- 
servance as necessary to justification and 
salvation, Paul strenuously opposed this 
view of it every where ; (4.) Yet, that 
as a matter of expediency, he did not op- 
pose its being observed either by the 
Jews, or by the converts made among the 
Jews. In fact, there is other evidence 
besides the case before us, that Paul him 
self continued to observe some at leasf 
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26 Tlieri Paul took " the men; 
and the next day purifying- himself 
with theii'i, entered * into the tem- 
ple, to signify the accomplish- 
ment *= of the days of purification, 

a lCor.9.20. b c,24.18. c Num,6.13. 

of the Jewish rites, and his conduct in 
pubhc at Jerusalem, was in strict accord- 
ance with his conduct in other places. 
See ch. xviii. 18. The sum of the whole 
matter is this, that when the observance 
of ihe Jewish ceremonial law was urged 
as necessary to justification and accept- 
ance with God, Paul resisted it ; when it 
was demanded that its observance should 
be enjoined on the Gentiles, he opposed 
it : in all other cases he made no opposi- 
tion to it, and was ready himself to com- 
ply with it, and wilhng that others should 
also. IT We have written, ch. xv. 20. 29. 
26. Then Paul took the men. Took 
them to himself; united with them in ob- 
serving the ceremonies connected with 
their vow. To transactions like this he 
refers in ] Cor. ix. 20, " And unto the 
Jews 1 became as a Jew, that I might 
gain the Jews; to them that are under the 
taw, as under the law, that I might gain 
them that are under the law." Thus, it 
has always been found necessary in pro- 
pagating the gospel among the heathen, 
not to offend them needlessly ; but to con- 
form to their innocent customs in regard 
to dress, language, modes of travelling, 
sitting, eating, &c. Paul did nothing 
more than this. He violated none of the 
dictates of honesty and truth. IT Purify- 
ing himself with them. Observing the 
ceremonies connected with the rite of 
purification. Note, ver. 24. This means 
evidently that he entered on the ceremo- 
nies of the separation according to the 
law of the Nazarite. IT To signify. 
Greek, Signifying or making known. 
That is, he announced to the priests in 
the temple his purpoise of observing this 
vow with the four men, according to the 
law respecting the Nazarite. It was 
proper that such an announcement should 
be made beforehand, in order that the 
priests might know that all the ceremo- 
nies required had been observed. IT The 
accomplishment, &c. The fulfilling, the 
completion. That is, he announced to 
thera his purpose to oljserve all the days, 
and all the rites of purification required ir 
the law, in order that an offering might 
be properly made. It does not mean 
that the days had been accomplished, but 
that IT waa his intention to observe them, 
so iliiii it would be proper to offer the 
3b2 



until that an offering* should he of« 
fered for every one of them. 

27 And when the seven 
were almost ended, the Jews " 
which were of Asia, when they 

d cli.24.1S. 



usual sacrifice. Paul had not indeed, 
engaged with them in the beginning of 
their vow of separation ; but he m^ight 
come in with hearty intention to share 
with them. It cannot be objected that 
he meant to impose on the priests, and to 
make them beheve that he had observed 
the whole vow with them ; for it appears 
from their own writings {Bereshiih Rabha 
90, and Kohelelh Rabba 7), that in those 
instances where the Nazarites had not 
sufKcient property to enable them to meet 
the whole expense of the offerings, other 
persons, who possessed more, might be- 
come sharers of it, and thus be made 
parties to the vow. See Jahn's Archae- 
ology, $ 395. This circumstance will vin 
dicate Paul from any intention to take 
an improper advantage, or to impose on 
the priests or the Jews. All that he an- 
nounced was, his intention to share with 
the four men in the offermg which they 
were required to make ; to divide the 
expenses with them ; and thus to show 
his approval of the thing, and his accord 
ance with the law which made such a 
vow proper, as he had before done in a 
voluntary manner J when it could not be pre- 
tended that it was for double-dealing, or 
imposition, ch. xviii. 18. ^ Until that an 
offer iiig, Slc. The sacrifices required of 
all those who had observed this vow 
Note ver. 24. Num. vi. 13. It is a complet© 
vindication of Paul in this case, that he 
did no more here than he had done in a 
voluntary manner (ch. xviii. 18.), and as 
appears then in a secret manner, showing 
that he was still in the practice of ob- 
serving this rite of the Mosaic institution. 
Nor can it be proved that Paul ever, in 
any way, or at any time, spoke against the 
vow of the Nazarite, or that a vow of a 
similar kind in spirit would be improper 
for a Christian in any circumstances. 

27. Arid when the seven days were almost 
ended. Gr. As the seven days were about 
to be fulfilled. "Euixkov crwTsxsTc-d-xt, 
The seven days which were to complete 
the o])servance of the vow. ver. 26 
Perhaps the whole observance in thi 
case was intended to be but seven days 
as the time of such a vow was voluntary 
The translation, "were almost ended," 
is not quite correct. The Greelf impliea 
no more than that the period of the seven 
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saw him in the temple, stirred up 
all the people, and laid ^ hands on 
him. 

28 Crying out, Men of Israel, 
help : this is the man that ^ teach- 
eth dllmen everywhere against the 
people, and the law, and this place ; 
and further, brought Greeks also 
into the temple, and hath polluted 
this holy place. 

29 (For they had seen before 

a 0,26.21. 6 c.6.I3,145 24.5,6. 



days was about to be accomplished, without 
implying it was near the close of them 
when he was seized. By comparing the 
following places, ch. xxi. 18. 26 ; xxii. 30; 
xxiii. 12.32; xxiv. 1. 11, it appears that 
the time of his seizure must have been 
near the beginning of those days. (Dod- 
dridge.) ^ The Jews which were of Asia. 
Who. resided in Asia Minor, but who had 
come up to Jerusalem for purposes of 
worship. Conjp. Notes on ch. ii. 

28. Men of Israel. Jews. All who are 
the friends of the law of Moses. IT This 
is the man, &c. This implies that they 
had before given information to the Jews 
at Jerusalem that there was such a man ; 
and they now exulted in the fact, that 
they had found him. They, therefore, 
called on all these to aid in securing 
and punishing him. IF l^hat ieacheth, &c. 
See Notes, ch. vi. 13, 14. ^Against the 
people. The people of the Jews. That 
is, they pretended that he taught, that 
the customs and laws of the Jewish na- 
tion were not binding, and endeavoured 
to prejudice all men against them. IT And 
the law. The law of Moses. "^^ And 
this place. The temple. Every thing 
against the law would be interpreted 
also as being against the temple, as most 
of the commandments of the law were 
celebrated there. It is possible also that 
Paul might have declared that the tem- 
ple was to be destroyed. Comp. ch. vi. 
13, 14. IT And further, brought Greeks, &c. 
The temple was surrounded by various 
areas called courts. Notes, Matt. xxi. 12. 
The outermost of these courts was called 
the court of the Gentiles, and into that 
it was lawful for the Gentiles to enter. 
But the word "temple" here refers, doubt- 
less, to the parts of the area appropriated 
especially to the Israelites, and which it 
was unlawful for a Gentile to enter. See 
the area marked G. G.G.G. in the plan 
of the temple. Matt. xxi. 12. II And hath 
polluted, &c. He defiled the temple by 



with him,, in the city, Trophimus 
*= an Ephesian, whon they sup 
pos-ed that Paul had brought into 
the temple.) 

30 And all the city was moved, 
and the people ran together ; and 
they took Paul, and drew him out of 
the temple : and forthwith the doors 
were shut. 

31 And as they were about to '^ 
kill him, tidings came unto the 

cc.20.4. rf lCor.n.23,&c. 



thus introducing a Gentile. No greatel 
defilement, in their view, could scarcely 
be conceived. No more eflective appeal 
could be made to the passions of the peo- 
ple than this. 

29. In the city. In Jerusalem. As he 
was with Paul, it was inferred that he 
would attend him eveiy where. IT Tro- 
phimus. He had accompanied Paul on 
his way from Ephesus. ch. xx. 4. IT Whojn 
they supposed, &c. This is a most striking 
illustration of the manner in which accu- 
sations are often brought against others. 
They had seen him with Paul in the city ; 
they inferred., therefore, that he had been 
with him in the temple. They did not 
even pretend that they had seen him in 
the temple ; but the inference was enough 
to inflame the angry and excitable pas- 
sions of the multitude. So in the accu- 
sations which men now often make of 
others. They see one thing, they infer 
another; they could testify to one thing, 
but they conclude that another thing will 
also be true, and that other thing they 
charge on them as the truth. If men 
would slate facts as they are, no small 
part of the slanderous accusations againsi 
others would cease. An end would be 
made of most of the charges of falsehood, 
and error, and heresy, a^id dishonesty 
and double-dealing, and immorality. If 
a statement is made, it should be of the 
thing as it was. li we attempt to stale 
what a man has done, it should not be 
what we suppose he had done. If we at- 
tempt to state what he believes, it should 
not be what we suppose he believes. 

30. The city was moved. Was agitated ; 
was thrown into commotion. ^ Drew him 
out of the temple. Under the pretence 
that he had defiled it. The evident de- 
sign was to put him to death, ver. 31. 
IT The doors were shut. The doors lead- 
ing into the courts of the lemj \e. 

31. And as they were about ti) kill him. 
Gr. They seeking to kill him. This was 
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chief captain of the band, that all 
Jerusalem was in an uproar : 

32 Who ° immediately took sol- 
diers and centurions, and ran down 
unto them : and when they saw 
the chief captain and the soldiers, 
they left beating of Paul. 

33 Then the chief captain came 
near, and took him, and command- 
ed him to be bound * with two 
chains ; and demanded who he was, 
and what he had done. 

34 And some cried one thing, 
some another, among the multi- 

a c.23.27;24.7. b ver. 11. c.20.23. Eph.6.20. 



evidently done in a popular tumult, as 
had been done in the case of Stephen, 
ch. vii. They could not pretend that they 
had a right to do it by law. If Tidings 
came. Thrs news, or rumour came ; he 
was told of it. IT The chief captain of 
the band. This band or body of Roman 
soldiers was stationed in the tower Anto- 
nia, on the north of the temple. This 
lower was built by John Hyrcanus, high- 
priest of the Jews, and was by him called 
Baris. It was beautified, and strength- 
ened by Herod the Great, and was called 
Antoma, in honour of his friend, Mark 
Antony. Josephus describes this castle 
as consisting of four towers, one of which 
overlooked the temple, and which he 
says was seventy cubits high. Jewish 
Wars, b. v. ch. 5, § 8. In this tower a 
guard of Roman soldiers was stationed, to 
secure the temple, and to maintain the 
peace. The commander of* this cohort 
is here called "the chief captain." Re- 
ference is made to this guard several 
times in the New Testament. Matt. 
xxvii. 65, 66. John xviii. 12. Acts v. 25. 
The word translated " chief captain" 
(%»>-fae%w), denotes properly one who 
commanded a thousand men. The band 
{c-TTsieu,) was the tenth part of a legion, 
and consisted sometimes of four hundred 
and twenty-five soldiers, at others of five 
hundred, and at others of six hundred, 
according to the size of the Ipgion. The 
name of this captain was Claudius Ly- 
Bias, ch, xxiii 26. IT In an uproar. That 
fche whole city was in commotion. 

32. Centurions. Captains of a hundred 
men. 

33. To he bound with two chains. To 
show to the enraged multitude that he 
did not intend to rescue any one from 
justice, but to keep the peace. Paul's 



tude ; and when he could not know 
the certainty for the tumult, he 
c-ommanded him to be carried into 
the castle. *= 

35 And when he came upon the 
stairs, so it was, that he was borne 
of the soldiers, for the violence^ 
of the people. 

36 For the multitude of the peo- 
ple followed after, crying, Awav 
^ with him ! 

37 And as Paul was to be led 
into the castle, he said unto the 
chief captain. May I speak unto 



CC.23. 10,16 
18. Jno.19.15. C.2 



d Ps.55.9. Hab.1.3. 
.22. lCor.4.13. 



being thus bound would convince them 
of his determination that justice should 
be done in the case. Probably he was 
bound between two soldiers, his right 
arm to the left arm of the one, and his 
left arm to the right arm of the other. 
See Note, ch. xii. 6. Or, if his hands and 
feet were bound, it is evident that it was 
so done that he was able still to walk 
ver. 37, 38. This was in accordance with 
the prediction of Agabus, ch. xxi. 11. 

34. Into the castle. The castle or 
tower of Antonia, where the guard was 
kept. Note on ver. 31. Comp. ch. xxiii. 
10. 16. 

35. Upon the stairs. The stairs which 
led from the temple to the tower of An- 
tonia. Josephus says (Jewish Wars, b. v. 
ch. 5, § 8), that the tower of Antonia 
" was situated at the corner of two clois- 
ters of the court of the temple, of that on 
the west, and of that on the north ; it 
was erected on a rock of fifty cubits 
[seventy-five feet] in height, and was on 
a great precipice. On the corner where 
it joined to the two cloisters of the tem- 
ple, it had passages down to (hem bolh, 
through which the guards went several 
ways among the cloisters with their arras, 
on the Jewish festivals," &c. It was on 
these stairs, as the soldiers were return- 
ing, that the tumult was so great, or the 
crowd so dense, that they were obliged 
to bear him along to rescue him from 
their v'loknce. ^ The violence of the peo- 
ple. The rush of the multitude. 

36. Away with him ! That is, to death 
Comp. Luke xxiii. 18. 

37. May I speak unto thee ? May I have 
the privilege of making my defence be- 
fore thee ; or of stating the case truly, 
the cause of my accusation, of this tu- 
mult, &c. ^ Canst thou speak Greek r 
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thee? Who said, Canst thou speak 
Greek ? 



Implying that if he could, he might be 
permitted to speak to him. The Greek 
language was that which was then al- 
most universally spoken, and it is not im- 
probable that it was the native tongue 
of the chief captain. It is evident that 
he was not a Roman by birth, for he says 
(ch. xxii. 28) that he had obtained the 
privilege of citizenship by paying a great 
sum. . The language which the Jews 
spoke, was the Syro-chaldaic ,• and as he 
took Paul to be an Egyptian Jew (ver. 38.), 
he supposed from that circumstance also, 
that he was not able to speak the Greek 
language. 

38. Art not thou that Egyptian. That 
Egyptian was probably a Jew, who re- 
sided in Egypt. Josephus has given an 
account of this Egyptian, which striking- 
ly accords with the statement here re- 
corded by Luke. See Josephus' Antiq. 
b. XX. ch, viii. $ 6, and Jewish War, b. ii, 
ch. xiii. $ 5. The account which he 
gives is, that this Egyptian, whose name 
he does not mention, came from Egypt to 
Jerusalem, and said that he was a pro- 
phet, and advised the multitude of the 
common people to go with him to the 
Mount of Olives. He said further, that 
he would show them from thence how 
the walls of Jerusalem would fall down ; 
and he promised them that he would pro- 
cure for them an entrance through those 
walls when they were fallen down. 
Josephus adds (Jewish War), that he got 
together thirty thousand men that were 
deluded by him, " these he led round 
about from the wilderness to the mount, 
which was called the Mount of Olives, 
and was ready to break into Jerusalem 
by force from that place." But Felix, 
who was apprized of his movements, 
marched against him with the Roman 
soldiers, and discomfited him, and slew 
four hundred of them, and took two hun- 
dred alive. " But the Egyptian escaped 
himself out of the fight, but did not ap- 
pear any more." It was natural that the 
Roman tribune should suppose that Paul 
was this Egyptian, and that his return 
had produced this commotion and ex- 
citement among the people. ^ Madest 
an uproar. Producing a sedition, or a 
rising among the people. Greek, " That 
Egyptian, who before these days having 
risen up." ^ Into the wilderness. This 
corresponds remarkably with the account 
of Josephus He indeed Jnaentions that 



38 Art not thou that i Egyptian 
which before those days madest an 

* This Egyptian rose A.D. 55. c.5,36. 

he led them to the Mount of Olives, but 
he expressly says that " he led them round 
about from the wilderness." This wil- 
derness was the wild and uncultivated 
mountainous tract of country, lying to the 
east of Jerusalem, and between it and 
the river Jordan. See Note, Matt. iii. 1. 
It is also another striking coincidence 
showing the truth of the narrative, that 
neither Josephus nor Luke mention the 
name of this Egyptian, though he was so 
prominent and acted so distinguished a 
part. IT Four thousand men. There is 
here a remarkable discrepancy between 
the chief captain and Josephus. The 
latter says that tkeve were thirty thousand 
men. In regard to this, the following re- 
marks may be made. (1.) This cannot 
be alleged to convict Luke of a false 
statement, for his record is, that the chief 
captain made this statement, and it can- 
not be proved that Luke has put into his 
mouth words which he did not utter. All 
that he is responsible for is, a correct 
report of what the Ri man tribune said, 
not for ihe truth or falsehood of his state- 
ment. It is certainly possible that that 
might have been the common estimate of 
the number then, and that the account 
given by Josephus might have been 
made from more correct information. Or 
it is possible, certainly, that the statement 
by Josephus is incorrect. (2.) If Luke 
were to be held responsible for the state 
ment of the number, yet it remains to be 
shown that he is not as correct a histo- 
rian as Josephus. Why shou.( Josephus 
be esteemed infallible, and Li. kc false ? 
Why should the accuracy of Luke be 
tested by Josephus, rather than the accu- 
racy of Josephus by Luke ? Infidels 
usually assume that Josephus and other 
profane historians are infallible, and then 
endeavour to convict the sacred writers 
of falsehood. (3.) The narrative of 
Luke is the more probable of the two. 
It is more probable that the number was 
only four thousand, than that it was thirty 
thousand. For Josephus says, that foui 
hundred were killed, and two hundred 
taken prisoners; and that thus they were 
dispersed. Now, it is scarcely credible, 
that an army of thirty thousand despera 
does and cut-throats would be dispersed 
by so small a slaughter and captivity 
But if the number was originally but four 
thousand, it is entirely credible that ihe 
loss of six hundred would discourage and 
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uproar, and leddest out into the 
wilderness four thousand men that 
were murderers ] 

39 But Paul said, " I am a man 
which ajn a Jew of Tarsus, a city 
in Cilicia, a * citizen of no mean 
city : and I beseech thee, suffer me 
to speak unto the people. 

40 And when he had given him 
license, Paul stood on the stairs, 
and beckoned '^ with tfie hand unto 



dissipate the remainder. (4.) It is possi- 
ble that the chief captain refers only to 
the organized Sicarii, or murderers that 
the Egyptian led with him, and Josephus 
to the multiiiide that afterwards joined 
them, the rabble of the discontented and 
disorderly that joined them on their 
march. Or, (5.) There may have been 
an error in transcribing Josephus. It has 
been supposed that he originally wrote 
four thousand, but that aiicient copyists, 
mistaking the A delta, /o«r, for a lambda, 
thirty, wrote thirty thousand, instead of 
four thousand. Whichever of these solu- 
tions be adopted is not material. IF Which 
were murderers, '^ly.x^ioov. Sicarii. This 
is originally a Latin word, and is derived 
from Sica, a short sword, or sabre, or 
crooked knife, which could be easily con- 
cealed under the garment. Hence it 
came to denote assassins, and to be ap- 
plied to banditti, or robbers. It does not 
mean that they had actually committed 
murder, but that they were desperadoes 
and janditti, and were drawn together 
fo; purposes of plunder and of blood. 
This class of people was exceedingly 
numerous in Judea. See Notes, Luke 
X. 30. 

39. A Jew of Tarsua. A Jew by birth. 
JSee Note, ch. ix. IL IT Of no mean city. 
Not obscure, or undistinguished. He 
could claim an honourable birth, so far 
as the place of his nativity was concern- 
ed. See Note, ch. ix.lL Tarsus was 
imich celebrated for its learning, and was 
atone time the rival of Alexandria and 
Athens. Xenophon calls it a great arid 
flourishing city. Anabasis, Josephus 
(Antiq. b. i. ch. vi. $ 6) says, that it was 
the metropolis, and most renovmed city 
among them [the Cilicians]. 

40. License. Liberty ; permission. 
f On the stairs.. Note, ver. 35. IF Beck- 
mied with the hand. Waving the hand 
as a sign that he was about to address 
them, and to produce silence, and atten- 



the people : and when there was 
made a great silence, he spake unto 
them in the Hebrew tongue, saying, 

CHAPTER XXn. 
TyrEN, '^ brethren, and fathers, 
^^^ hear ye my defence, ^ which ± 
make now unto you. 

2 (And when they heard that he 
spake in the Hebrew tongue to 
them, they kept the more silence . 
and he saith,) 



tion. See ch. xii. 17. IT In the Behrew 
tongue. The language which was spoken 
by the Jews, which was then a mixture 
of the Chaldee and Syriac, called Syro- 
chaldaic. This language he doubtless 
used on this occasion in preference to th*» 
Greek, because it was understood better 
by the multitude, and would tend to con- 
ciliate them if they heard him address 
them in their own language. The fol- 
lov>^ing chapter should have been con- 
nected with this. The division here is 
unnatural. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

1. Men, brethren, and fathers. This de 
fence was addressed to the Jews ; and 
Paul commenced it with an expression of 
sincere respect for them. Stephen began 
his defence with the same form of ad- 
dress. Note, ch. v'i. 2. IT My deferice. 
Against the charges brought against me. 
Those charges were, that he had endea- 
voured to prejudice men every where 
against the Jews, and the law, and the 
temple, ch. xxi. 28, In order to meet 
this charge, Paul stated (1.) That he had 
been born a Jew, and had enjoyed all the 
advantages of a Jewish education (ver. 
3.) ; (2.) He recounted the circumstances 
of^ his conversion, and the reason why he 
believed that he was called to preach the 
gospel (ver, 4 — 16) ; (3.) He proceeded 
to sta-te the reasons why he went among 
the Gentiles, and evidently designed to 
vindicate his conduct there (ver, 17 — 21) ; 
but at this point, at the name Gentiles, his 
defence was interrupted by the enraged 
multitude, and he was not permitted to 
proceed. What would have been his de- 
fence, therefore, had he been suffered to 
finish it, it is impossible to krow with 
certainty. On another occasion, how- 
ever, he was permitted to make a similar 
defence, and perhaps to complete the 
train of thought which he had purposed 
to pursue here. See ch. xxvi, 

2. The Hebrew tongue. Note. ch. xxi. 40 
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3 I am ° verily a man which am 
a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in 
Cilicia, yet brought up in this city, 
at the feet of * Gamaliel, and taught 
according ^ to the perfect manner 
of the law of the fathers, and was 
^ zealous towards God, as ye ^ all 
arc this day. 

4 And I persecuted ^ this way 
unto the death, binding and deliver- 
ing into prisons both men and wo- 
men. 

5 As also the high-priest doth 
bear me witness, and all the estate 
of the elders : from whom also I 
received letters unto the brethren, 
and went to Damascus, ^ to bring 
them which were there, bound, unto 
Terusalem, for to be punished. 

6 And it came to pass, that as I 
made my journey, and was come 

a c.21.39, 2Cor.ll.22. Phil.3.5. b c.5.34. c c.26.5. 
d Gal. 1.14. ec.21.20. Rom.\0.2. 



3. Born in Tarsus. JMote, eh xxi. 39. 
'^Brought up in this city. In Jerusalem, 
sent there for the advantage of more per- 
fect instruction in the law. IT At the feet 
of Gamaliel. As a scholar, or disciple of 
Gamaliel. The phrase to sit at the feet of 
0716, is expressive of the condition of a 
disciple or learner. Corap. Deut. xxxiii. 3. 
Luke x. 39. It is probable that the expres- 
sion arose from the fact that the learners 
occupied a lower place or seat than the 
!eacher. The phrase is expressive of hu- 
nility and a lower condition. On the cha 
'acter and rank of Gamaliel, see Note on 
jh. V. 34. Paul mentions his having been 
nstructed in this manner, in order to show 
.hat he was entitled to the full privilege of 
Jh« Jew, and that he had had every oppor- 
tunity to become fully acquainted with the 
lature of the law. '^Accordijig to the perfect 
nanner. Kxra kv.^\&stuv. My strict dili- 
gence, or exact care; or in the utmost 
•igour and severity of that instruction. 
No pains were spared to make him un- 
derstand and practise the law of Moses. 
f The law of the fathers. The law of our 
fathers; i.e. the law which they received, 
and handed down to us. Paul was a 
Pharisee ; and the law in which he had 
been taught was not orf y the written law 
of Moses, but the traditional law which 
had been handed down from former times. 
Note, Matt. iii. 6. IF And was zealous to- 
wards God. Gal. i. 14. He had a constant 
burning zeal for God and his law, which 



nigh unto Damascus about no^m 
suddenly there shone from heaven 
a great light round about me. 

7 And 1 fell unto the grdundj 
and heard a voice saying unto me, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thoii 
me? 

8 And I answered, Who art thou, 
Lord ? And he said unto me, I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou per- 
secutest. 

9 And they that were with me 
saw ^indeed the light, and were 
afraid ; but they heard not the voice 
of him that spake to me. 

10 And Isaid, What shall I do^ 
Lord 1 And the Lord said unto 
me, Arise, and go into Damascus ; 
and there it shall be told thee of all 
things which are appointed for thee 
to do. 



/c,8.3;26.9-13. Phil.3.6. lTim.l.l3, 
h Dan.10.7. 



g c.9.2,&c. 



was expressed not only by scrupulous ad- 
herence to its forms, but by persecuting 
all who opposed it. ver. 4, 5. 

4. And I persecuted, ch. viii. 3. IT 7'Ai 
way. Those who were of this mode ol 
w'orshipping God ; that is, Christians 
Note, Acts ix. 2. H Unto the death. In 
tending to put them to death. He did 
not probably put any to death himself, 
but he* committed them to prison, he 
sought their lives, he was the agent era- 
ployed in arresting them; and when they 
were put to death, he tells us that he 
gave his voice against them (Acts xxvi. 
10); that is, he joined in, and approved of 
their condemnation. T Delivering intc 
prisons, &c. ch. viii. 3. 

5. As also the high-priest, &c. Note 
ch. ix, 2. % All the estate of the elder n 
Greek. All the presbytery ; that is, tho 
whole body of the sanhedrim, or great 
council of the nation. ^T Unto the brethren. 
The Jewish bre"thren, who were at Da 
mascus. Paul here speaks as a Jew, and 
regards his countrymen as his brethren. 

6. As I made my journey. As I was on 
my journey. IT About noon. ch. xxvi, 13. 
"At mid-^ay." This circumstance is 
omitted by Luke in his account in ch. ix 
Paul mentions it, as being the more re- 
markable since it occurred at mid-day, to 
show that he was not deluded by any me* 
teoric or natural appearances, which usu 
ally occur at night. 

6-11. See Notes, ch. ix. 3—7 
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1 1 And when I could not see for 
the giory of that light, being- led 
by the hand of them that were with 
me, I came into Damascus. 

12 And one Ananias, « a devout 
man according to the law, having a 
good ^ report of all the Jews which 
dwelt there, 

13 Came unto me, and stood, and 
said unto me, Brother Saul, receive 
thy sight. And the same hour I 
looked up upon him. 

14 And he said. The « God of 
our fathers hath chosen ^ thee, that 

o c.9.17. i c.10.22. lTim.3.7. Heb.11.2. cc.3. 
13;5,30. dch.c.9,l5. Gal.1.15. ever.18. lCor.9. 
I;15.8. 



1 1 . The glory of that light The splen- 
dour, the intense brilliancy of the light. 
See this and its effects explained in the 
Note on ch. ix. 8. 

12, 13. See Notes, eh. Ix. 17, 18 

14. Shouldest know his will. His will in 
ihe plan of salvation, and in regard to 
your future life. IF And see that Just One. 
The Messiah. Note, eh. iii. 14. As Paul 
was to be an apostle, and as it was the 
peculiar office of an apostle to bear wit- 
ness to the person and deeds of the Lord 
Jesus (Note, ch. i. 21, 22.) it was necessa- 
ry that he should see him, that thus he 
might be a competent witness of his re- 
surrection. IT Shouldest hear the voice of 
his mouth. Shouldst hear and obey his 
commands. 

15. For thou shalt he his witness, &c. As 
an apostle to testify to all men that the 
Messiah has come ; that he has died ; that 
ke has risen ; and that he is the Saviour 
i)f the world. IF Of what thou hast seen 
^nd heard. . Of the remarkable proof 
which has been furnished you of the di- 
vine mission and character of the Lord 
fesus. 

16. And now why tarriest thou ? Why 
'ostthou delay, or wait any longer? These 
♦vords are not recorded hy Luke in ch. ix., 
where he has given an ac(;ount of the 
conversion of Paul; but there is nothing 
here contradictory to his statement. 
IT And wash away thy sins. Receive 
baptism, as an act expressive of the wash- 
ing away of sins. It cannot be intended 
that the external rite of baptism was suf- 
ficient to make the soul pure, but that it 
was an ordinance divinely appointed as 
expressive of the washing away of sins, 
or of purifying the heart. Comp. Heb. x. 
22 Sinners are represented in the Scrip- 
tureg Qs dejile4 QV poUuf^d by sin To 



thou shouldest know his will, and 
see ^ that Just -^ One, and shouldest 
hear the voice ^ of his mouth. 

15 For thou ^ shalt be his wit- 
ness unto all men, of what thou 
hast seen and heard. 

16 And now, why tarriest thou '^ 
arise, and he baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling-^" on the name 
of the Lord, 

17 And it came to pass, that 
when I was come again to Jerusa- 
lem, even while .1 prayed in the 
temple, I was in a trance ;^ 

/C.3.14J7.61. g-lC6r.l].23. Gal.1.12. A c.SS.ll, 
26.16,&C. t Heb, 10.22. lPet.3.21. j Rom.10.13. 

lCor.1.2. fe2Cor,12.2. 

wash away the sins, denotes the purifying 
of the soul from this polluted influence. 
1 Cor. vi. 11. Rev. i. 5 ; vii. 14. Isa. i. 16. 
Ps. li. 2. 7. IT Calling on the name of the 
Lord. For pardon and sanctificalion. 
Rom. X. 13, " Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved." It 
was proper that this calling on the name 
I of the Lord should be connected with the 
I ordinance of baptism. That ordinance 
was expressive of a purifying which the 
Lord only could produce. It is proper 
that the rite of baptism should be attend- 
ed with extraordinary prayer; and that 
he who IS to be baptized should make it 
the occasion of peculiar and very solemn 
religious exercises. The external rite 
will avail nothing without the pardoning 
mercy of God. 

17. When I was come again to Jerusor 
lem. That is, three years after his con- 
version. See Gal.i. 17, 18. % While I 
prayed in the temple. Paul, like the othfv 
converts to Christianity from among tne 
Jews, would naturally continue to ofter 
his devotions in the temple. We meet 
with repeated instances of their continu- 
ing to comply with the customs of the 
Jewish people. IT / was in a trance. 
Greek, Ecstasy. Note, ch. x. 10. Per- 
haps he here refers to what he elsewhere 
mentions (2 Cor. xii. 1—5,) which he calls 
" visions and revelations of the Lord." 
In that place he mentions his being 
" caught up to the third heayen" (ver. 2 ) 
and " into paradise," where he heard 
words which it was " not possible for a 
rnan to utter." ver. 4. It is not certain, 
however, that he refers in this place to 
that remarkable occurrence. The narra- 
tive would rather imply that the Lord 
Jesus appeared to him in thp ternple in a 
remarkable manner, in a vjsion, and gav^ 
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18 And saw " him saying unto 
me^ Make haste, and get thee quick- 
ly out of Jerusalem : for they will 
not receive thy testimony concern- 
ing me. 

19 And I said, Lord, they ^know 
that I imprisoned and beat in every 
synagogue them that believed on 
thee: 

20 And when the blood of thy 
martyr Stephen was shed, I *= also 



him a direct command to go to the Gen- 
tiles. Paul had now stated the evidence 
of his conversion, which appears to have 
been satisfactory to them : at least they 
made no objection to his statement; he 
had shown by his being in the temple 
his respect for their institutions ; and he 
novD proceeds to shovi? that in his other 
conduct he had been directed by the same 
high authority by which he had been call- 
ed into the 'ministry, and that the com- 
mand had been given to him in their own 
temple and in their own city 

18. And saw him. Evidently the Lord 
Jesus, ver. 14. He had received his 
commission from him, and he now receiv- 
ed a distinct command to go to the Gen- 
tiles. ^ For they will not receive. The 
mhabitants of Jerusalem, probably includ- 
ing both Jews and Christians. The Jews 
would not listen to him, because he had 
become, in their view, an apostate, and 
they would hate and persecute him The 
Christians would not be likely to receive 
nim, for they would remember his former 
persecutions, and would be suspicious, of 
him, because he had been so long in 
A.rabia, and had not sooner connected 
tumself with them. See Note on ch. ix. 
26. '• And when Saul was come to Jeru- 
salem, he assayed to join himself to the 
disciples; but they were all afraid of 
him, and believed not that he was a dis- 
ciple." 

19. And 1 said, Lord. This shows that 
it was the Lord Jesus, whom Paul saw in 
a trance in the temple. The term Lord 
is usually applied to him in the Acts. 
Note, ch. i. 24. f Thei/ know. Chris- 

ians know ; and they will therefore be 
not likely to receive to their fellowship 
their former enemy and persecutor. 
II Beat in every synagogue. Beatmg, or 
seourging, was often done in the syna- 
gogue. See Note, Matt. x. 17. Comp. 

Ac'ia XX vi. 11. It was cu.stomary for those 



was standing by, and consenting 
'^ unto his death, and kept the rai- 
ment of them that slew him. 

21 And he said unto me. Depart : 
for * I will send thee far hence, unto 
the Gentiles. 

23 And they gave him audience 
unto this word, and then lift up 
their voices, and said. Away with 
such ?i fellow from the earth : for -^ it 
is not fit that he should live. 

d c.8.1. e c.13.2,47. Rom.1.5; 12.13j 15.16. Gal.2 
7,8. Eph.3.7,8. lTim.2.7. /c.25.24. 



who were converted to Christianity, stilV 
to meet with the Jews in their syna 
gogues, and to join with them in theii 
worship. 

20. The blood of thy martyr Stephen 
was shed. See ch. vii. 58; viii. 1. Hi 
was standing by. ch. vii. 58. H And con- 
senting unto his death, ch. viii. I. IT And 
kept the raiment. The outer robes or 
garments which were usually laid aside, 
when they engaged in running or labour. 
See ch. vii. 58. All this showed, that 
though Paul was not engaged in stoning 
Stephen, yet he was with them in spirit, 
and fully accorded with what they did. 
These circumstances are mentioned here 
by him, as reasons why he knew that he 
would not be received by Christians as 
one of their number, and why it was ne- 
cessary, therefore, for him to turn to the 
gentile world. 

21. And he said unto me. Depart. Be- 
cause the Christians at Jerusalem would 
not receive him. H Far hence. Paul 
travelled far in the heathen nations. A 
large part of his time in the ministry was 
spent in remote countries, and in the 
most distant regions then known. See 
Rom. XV. 19. 

22. A7id they gave him audience. They 
heard him patiently. IT U7ito this word. 
The word Gentiles. IF Away with such a 
fellow. Greek, Take such a man from 
the earth; i. e. put him to death- Ii is 
language of strong indignation and ab- 
horrence. The reasons of their indigna- 
tion were, not that they supposed thai the 
Gen'dles could not be brought into cove- 
nant with God, for they would them- 
selves compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte ; but they were, (1.) That they 
believed that Paul taught that they might 
be saved without conforming to the law 
of Moses ; and, (2.) His speech hnplied 
that the Jews were more hardened than 
the Gentiles, and that lie had a greatei 
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23 And as they cried out, and 
iast off their clothes, and threw 
dust into the air, 

24 The chief captain command- 
ed him to be brought into the cas- 
tle, and bade that he should be 
examined by scourging; that he 
might know wherefore they cried 
sc against him. 

25 And as they bound him with 
thongs, Paul said unto the centu- 
rion that stood by, Is it lawful for 



prospect of success in bringing them to 
God than he had in regard to the Jews. 
.23. Cast off their clothes. Their outer 
garments. Probably they did it now in- 
tending to stone him. ch. vii. 58. IF And 
threw dust into the air. As expressive of 
their abhorrence and indignation. This 
was a striliing exhibition of rage and 
vindictive mahce. Paul was guarded by 
Roman soldiers, so that they could not 
nijure him ; and their only way of ex- 
pressing their wrath was by menaces and 
threats, and by these tokens of furious in- 
dignation. Thus Shimei expressed his 
indignation against David by cursing him, 
and throwing stones at him, and casting 
dust. 2 Sam. xvi. 13. 

24. The castle. The tower of Antonia. 
He would be there removed entirely 
from the wrath of the Jews. IF Should 
he examined. 'AvaT«,<fa(rS-««. The word 
examine W\\h \i^ commonly means to in- 
quire, to question, to searcn for, or to look 
carefully into a subject. The word here 
used is commonly appHed to metals whose 
nature is tested, or examined by fire; and 
then it means to subject to torture or tor- 
ments, in order to extort a confession, 
where persons were accused of crime. 
It was often resorted to among the an- 
cients. The usual mode has been by the 
rack, but various kinds of torments have 
been invented in order to extort confes- 
sions of guilt from those who were accus- 
ed. The whole practice has been one of 
the most flagrant violations of justice, and 
one of the foulest blots on human nature. 
Jn this case, the tribune saw that Paul 
was accused violently by the Jews ; he 
was ignorant of the Hebrew language, 
and had not probably understood the ad- 
dress of Paul ; he supposed from the ex- 
traordinary excitement that Paul must 
have been guilty of some flagrant offence, 
and he therefore resolved to subject him 
to torture, to extort from him a confession. 
2 C 



you to scourge a man that is a Ro- 
man, "• and uncondemned % 

26 When the centurion heard 
ihaty he went and told the chief 
captain, saying, Take heed what 
thou doest : for this man is a Ro- 
man, 

27 Then the chief captain came, 
and said unto him, Tell me, art 
thou a Roman ? He said. Yea. 

28 And the chief captain an- 
swered, With a great sum obtained 

a c.16.37: 15.16. 



IT By scourging. By the scourge or whip. 
Cora p. Heb. xi. 36. This was one mode 
of torture, in order to extort a secret from 
those who were accused. 

25. Bound him with thongs. With 
cords, preparatory to scourging. 1 Is it 
lawful, &c. It was directly contrary to 
the Roman law, to bind and scourge a 
Roman citizen. See Note, on ch. xvi. 
36, 37. 

28. With a great sum obtained J this 
freedom. This freedom, or privilege ol 
Roman citizenship. From this it would 
seem, that the privilege of being a Ro- 
man citizen might be purchased. Per- 
haps he refers, however, to the expenses 
which were necessarily attendant in pass- 
ing through the proper forms of becom- 
ing a Roman citizen. The argument of 
the tribune in this case is this : — * / ob- 
tained this privilege at a great price. 
Whence did you Paul, thus poor and per- 
secuted, obtain the means of becoming a 
Roman citizen?' Paul had informed 
him that he was a native of Tarsus (ch. 
xxi. 39) ; and the chief captain supposed 
thai that was not a free city, and that 
Paul could not have derived the privilege 
of citizenship from his birth. IT Bu* I 
was free-horn. I was born a Roman citi- 
zen, or I am such in virtue of my birth 
Various opinions have been formed on 
the question, in what way or for what 
reasons Paul w^as entitled to the privilege 
of a Roman citizen. Some have sup- 
posed that Tarsus was a Roman colony, 
and that he thus became a Roman citi- 
zen. But of this there does not appear 
to be sufficient proof Pliny says (5 27) 
that it was a free city. The city of Tar- 
sus was endowed with the privileges of a 
free city by Augustus Cesar, after it had 
been greatly afflicted and oppressed by 
wars. (Appian.) Dio Chrysost. says to 
the people of Tarsus, " he (Augustus) has 
conferred on you every thing w-hich any 
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a this freedom And Paul said, 
But I was free bom. 

29 Then straightway they de- 
parted from him which should 
have 1 examined him : and the 
chief captain also was afraid, after 
he knew that he was a Roman, and 
because he had bound him. 

30 On the morrow, because " he 
would have known the certainty 

i or, tortured him. a c.J? i8. 



one could bestow on his friends and com- 
panions, a cbuntry (i. e. a free couniry), 
laws, honour, authority over the river 
(Cydranus), and the neighbouring sea." 
Free cities were permitted in the Roman 
empire to use their own laws and cus- 
toms, to have their own magistrates, and 
they were free from being subject to Ro- 
man guards. They were required only 
to acknowledge the supremacy and au- 
thority of the Roman people, and to aid 
them in their wars. Such a city was 
Tarsus, and having been born there, Paul 
was entitled to these privileges of a free 
man. Many critics have supposed that 
this privilege of Roman citizenship had 
been conferred on some of the ancestors 
of Paul, in consequence of some distin- 
guished military service. Such a con- 
ferring of the rights of citizenship was 
not unusual, and possibly might have oc- 
curred in this case. But there is no di- 
rect historical proof of it ; and the for- 
mer fact, that he was born in a free city, 
will amply account for his affirmation 
that he was free-born. 

29. Then siraighlviay. Immediately. 
They saw that by scourging him they 
would have violated the Roman law, 
and exposed themselves to its penalty. 
IT Which should have examined him. Who 
were about to torture him by scourging 
him. ver. 24. IT Because he had bound 
him. Preparatory to scourging him. The 
act ofbindiiig a Roman citizen, with such 
an intent, untried and unconderaned, was 
unlawful Prisoners who were to be 
scourged were usually b)und by the 
Romans to a pillar or post ; and a similar 
custom prevailed among tho Jews. That 
it was unlawful to bind a man, with this 
intent, who was uncondemned, appears 
from an espresg declaration in Cicero 
(against Verres). " It is a heinous sin to 
bind a Roman citizen ; it is wickedness to 
heat hira ; it is next to parricide to kill him, 
and what shall I say to crucify him ?" 

30. On the morrow After he had ar- 
rested Paul. Paul was still a prisoner ; 



wherefore he was accused of the 
Jews, he loosed him from his bands, 
and commariced the chief priests 
and all their council to appear, and 
brought Paul down, and set hixir 
before them. 

CHAPTER XXIIL 

A ND Paul, earnestly beholding 

-^ the council, said, Men and 

brethren, I ^ have lived in all good 

b c.24.16, 2Cor,i,12. Heb.13.18. 



and if suffered to go at liberty among th'b 
Jews, his life would have been n dan- 
ger. ?r And commanded the chief priests, 
&c. Summoned a meeting of the sanhe- 
drim, or great council of the nation. He 
did this, as he was prevented from scourg- 
ing Paul, in order to know what he had 
done, and that he might learn from the 
Jews themselves the nature of the charge 
against him. This was necessary for the 
safety of Paul, and for the ends of jus- 
tice. This should have been done with- 
out any attempt to torture him in order to 
extort a confession. ^ And brought Paul, 
down. From the elevated castle or towei 
of Antonia. The council assembled com- 
monly in the house of the high-priest 
IT And set him before them. He brought 
the prisoner to their bar, that they might 
have an opportunity to accuse him, and 
that thus the chief captain might learn 
the real nature of the charge against 
him. 

CHAPTER XXIIL 
1. And Paul,%arnestly beholding. At^. 
vicrag. Fixing his eyes intently on the 
council. The word denotes a fixed and 
earnest gazing ; a close observation. See 
Luke iv. 20. Note, Acts iii. 4. Paul 
would naturally look with a keen and 
attentive observation on the council 
He was arraigned before them, and he 
would naturally observe the appearance, 
and endeavour to ascertain the charactei 
of his judges. Besides, it was by thi. 
council that he had been formerly com 
missioned to persecute the Christians, ch. 
ix. 1, 2. He had not seen them since thai 
commission was given. He would natu- 
rally, therefore, regard them with an at- 
tentive eye. The result shows, also, that 
Paul looked at them to see what was the 
character of the men there assembled, 
and what wns the proportion of Pharisees 
and Sadducees. ver. 6. IT The council. 
Gr. The sanhedrim cLi. xxii. 30. It was 
the great council composed of seventy 
elders, to whom was intrusted the aflairs 
of the nation. See Note, Matt. i. i 
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conscience before God until this 
day. 

2 And the high-priest Anani- 



^ ^fere and brethren. Gr. 'Men, breth- 
ren 5' the usual form of beginning an 
address among the Jews. See ch. ii. 29. 
He addressed them still as his brethren. 
IT / have lived in all good conscience. I 
have conducted myself so as to maintain 
a good conscience. I have done what I 
believed to be right. This was a bold 
declaration, after the tumult, and charges, 
and accusations of the previous day (ch. 
xxii.) ; and yet it was strictly true. His 
persecutions of the Christians had been 
conducted conscientiously. Acts xxvi. 9, 
"I verily thought with myself," says he, 
"that \ ought to do many things contrary 
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth." Of 
his conscientiousness and fidelity in their 
service, they could bear witness. Of his 
conscientiousness since, he could make a 
similar declaration. And he, doubtless, 
meant to say, that as he had been consci- 
entious in persecution, so he had been in 
his conversion, and in his subsequent 
course. And as they knew that his for- 
mer life had been with a good conscience, 
they ought to presume that he had main- 
tained the same character still. This was 
a remarkably bold appeal to be made by 
an accused man, and it shows the strong 
consciousness which Paul had of his in- 
nocence. What would have heen the 
drift of Paul's discourse in proving this, 
we can only conjecture. He was inter- 
rupted (ver. 2); but there can be no doubt 
that he would have pursued such a course 
of argument as should tend to establish 
his innocence. IF Befor" God. Gr. To 
God. Tui esffi. He had lived to God, or 
with reference to his commands, so as to 
keep a conscience pure in his sight. The 
isame principle of conduct he states more 
at length in cli. xxiv. 16 : " And herein 
dol exercise myself, to have always a con- 
science void of offence toward God and 
toward men. IT Until this day. Includ- 
ing the time before his conversion to 
Christianity, and after. In both condi- 
tions he waF conscientious ; in one, con- 
Bcientious in persecution and error, though 
he deemed it to be right ; in the other, 
conscientious in the truth. The mere 
fact, that a man is conscientious, does not 
prove that he is right, or innocent. See 
Note on John xvi. 2. 

2. And the high-priest Ananias. This 
Ananias was, doubtless, the son of Nebe- 
dinus (Jos. Ant xx. ch. v, $ 3), i\ho was 



as commanded them that stood 
by him to smite him « on the 
mouth. 

a Jno.18,22. 

high-priest- when Quadratus, who pre- 
ceded Felix, was president of Syria. He 
was sent bound to Rome by Quadratus, at 
the same time with Ananias, the prefect 
of the temple, that they might give an 
account of their conduct to Claudius Ce- 
sar. Josephus, Ant. b. xx. ch. vi, § 2. But 
in consequence of the intercession oi 
Agrippa the Younger, they were dismiss- 
ed, and returned to Jerusalem. Ananias, 
however, was not restored to the office 
of high-priest. For, when Felix was go- 
vernor of Judea, this office vi'as filled by 
Jonathan, who succeeded Ananias. Jo- 
sephus, Ant. b. XX. ch. x. Jonathan w^as 
slain in the temple itself, by the instiga 
tion of Felix, by assassins/who had been 
hired for the purpose. This murder is 
thus described by Josephus (Ant. b. xx. 
ch. viii. $ 5) : " Felix bore an ill-will to 
Jonathan, the high-priest, because he fre- 
quently gave him admonitions about go- 
verning the Jewish affairs better than 
he did, lest complaints should be made 
against him, since he had procured of Ce- 
sar the appointment of Felix as procurator 
of Judea. Accordingly, Felix contrived 
a method by which he might get rid of 
Jonathan, whose admonitions had become 
troublesome to him. Felix persuaded one 
of Jonathan's most faithful friends, of the 
name Doras, to bring the robbers upon 
him, and to put him to death." This 
was done in Jerusalem. The robbers 
came into the city as if to worship God, 
and with daggers, which they had con- 
cealed under their garments, they put 
him to death. After the death of Jona 
than the office of high-priest remained 
vacant, until king Agrippa appointed Is- 
mael, the son of Fabi, to the office. Jo- 
sephus, Ant. b. XX. ch. viii. § 8. It was 
during this interval, while the office of 
high-priest was vacant, that the events 
which are here recorded took place. 
Ananias was then at Jerusalem ; and as 
the office of high-priest was vacant, and 
as he was the last person who had borne 
the office, it was natural that he should 
discharge, probably by common consent^ 
its duties, so far at least as to preside in 
the sanhed.rim. Of these facts, Paul 
would be doubtless apprized; and hence 
what he said (ver. 5) was strictly true, 
and is one of the ev idences that Luke's 
history accords precisely with the pecu- 
liar circumstances whieh then existed 
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3 Then said Paul unto him, God 
shall smite thee, thou whited wall : 
for sittest thou to judge me after 
the law, and commandest me to 
be smitten " contrary to the law 1 

a Lev.19.35. Deut.25.1,2, Jno.7.51, 

When Luke here calls Ananias "the 
high-priest," he evidently intends not to 
aflirm that he was actually such ; but to 
use the word as the Jews did, as applica- 
ble l(^ one who had been in that office, 
and who, on that occasion, when the 
office was vacant, performed its duties. 
"IT To smite him on the mouth. To stop 
him from speaking ; to express their in- 
dignation at what he had said. The 
anger of Ananias was excited, because 
Paul affirmed, that all that he had done 
had been with a good conscience. Their 
feelings had been excited to the utmost ; 
they regarded him as certainly guilty; 
they deemed him to be an apostate ; 
and they could not bear it that he, with 
such coolness and firmness, declared 
that all his conduct had been under the 
direction of a good conscience. The 
injustice of the command of Ananias 
is apparent to all. A similar instance of 
violeiice occurred on the trial of the Sa- 
viour. John xviii. 22. 

3. God shall smite thee. God shall pun- 
ish thee. God is just; and he will not 
suffer such a manifest violation of all the 
laws of a fair trial to pass unavenged. 
This was a remarkably bold and fearless 
declaration. Paul was surrounded by 
enemies. They were seeking his life. 
And he must have known that such de- 
clarations would have only excited their 
wrath, and made them more thirsty for 
his blood. That he could thus address 
the president of the council, was not only 
strongly characteristic of the man, but 
was also a strong proof that he was coi> 
scious of innocence, and that justice was 
on his side. This expression of Paul, 
" God shall smite thee," is not to be re- 
garded in the light of an imprecation, or 
as an expression of angry feeling, but of 
a prediction, or of a strong conviction on 
the mind of Paul, that a man so hypo- 
critical and unjust as Ananias was, could 
not escape the vengeance of God. Ana- 
nias was slain, with Hezekiah his brother,, 
during the agitation that occurred in Je- 
rusalem when the robbers, or Sicarii, 
under their leader, Manahem, had taken 
possession of the city. He attempted to 
conceal himself in an aqueduct, but was 
drawn forth and killed. See Josephus, 



4 And they that stDod by said 
Revilost thou God's high-priest I 

5 Then said Paul, I wist not, 
brethren, that he was the high- 
priest: for it is written, ^ Ihou 

b Ex.22.28. Eccl.10.20. 2Pet.2.10. Jude 8. 



Jewish Wars, b. ii. ch. xvii. $ 8. Thus 
Paul's prediction was fulfilled. IT Thot 
whited wall. This is evident^ a prove/ 
bial expression, meaning ^/iow hypocrite. 
His hypocrisy consisted in his pretending 
to sit there to do justice; and yet, in 
commanding the accused to be smitten 
in direct violation of the law, he thus 
showed that his character was not what, 
by his sitting there, he professed it to be, 
but that of one determined to carry the 
purposes of his party, and of his own 
feelings. Our Saviour used a similar 
expression, to describe the hypocritical 
character of the Pharisees (Matt, xxiii. 
27), when he compares them to whited 
sepulchres. A whited wall is a w^all oi 
enclosure that is covered with lime or 
gjrpsum, and that thus appears to be dif- 
ferent from what it is, and thus aptly 
describes the hypocrite. Seneca (de Pro- 
videntia, ch. 6) uses a similar figure to 
describe hypocrites: "They are sordid, 
base, and like their walls adorned only 
externally." See also Seneca, Epis. 115 
f For sittest thou, &c. The law required 
that justice should be done, and in order 
to that, it gave every man an opportunity 
of defending himself. See Note, John 
vii. 61. Prov. xviii. 13. Lev. xix. 15, IG. 
Ex. xxiii. 1, 2. Deut. xix. 15. 18. 1 Tc 
judge me after the lav). As a judge to 
hear and decide the case according to 
the rules of the law of Moses, *[[ Con- 
trary to the law. In violation of the law 
of Moses (Lev. xix. 35), " Ye shall do no 
unrighteousness in judgment." 

4. Revilest thou, &c. Dost thou re- 
proach 01 ^buse the high-priest of God ? 
ft is remarkable that they who knew 
that he was not the high-priest, should 
have offered this language. He was, 
however, in the place of the high-priest, 
and they might have pretended that re- 
spect was due to the office. 

5. Then said Paul, I wist not. 1 know 
not ; I was ignorant of the fact, that he 
was high-priest. Interpreters have been 
greatly divided on the meaning of this 
expression. Some have supposed that 
Paul said it in irony ; as if he had said. 
' Pardon me, brethren, I did not considei 
that this was the high-priest. It did not 
occur to me, that a man who could con 
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shalt not speak evil of the ruler of 
thy people. 

duct thus, could be God's high-priest/ 
Others have thought (as Grotius) that 
Paul used these words for the purpose 
of mitigating their wrath, and as an ac- 
knowledgment that he had spoken hasti- 
ly, and that it was contrary to his usual 
habit, which was not to speak evil of the 
ruler of the people. As if he had said, 
• I acknowledge my error and my haste. 
I did not consider that I was addressing 
him whom God bad commanded me to 
respect.' But this interpretation is not 
probable, for Paul evidently did not in- 
tend to retract what he had said. Dr. 
Doddridge renders it, " I was not aware, 
brethren, that it was the high-priest," and 
regards it as an apology for having spoken 
in haste. But the obvious reply to this 
interpretation is, that if Ananias was the 
high-priest, Paul could not but be aware 
of it. Of so material a point, it is hardly 
possible that he could be ignorant. Others 
suppose, that as Paul had been long ab- 
sent from Jerusalem, and had not known 
the changes which had occurred there, 
he was a stranger to the person of the 
higli-priest. Others suppose that Ananias 
did not occupy the usual seat which was 
appropriated to the high-priest, and that 
he was not clothed in the usual robes of 
office, and that Paul did not recognise 
him the high-priest. But these interpre- 
tations are not probable. It is wholly im- 
p»'obdble that, on such an occasion, the 
high-priest, who was the presiding officer 
in the sanhedrim, should not be known 
to the accused. The true interpretation, 
therefore, I suppose is, that which is de- 
rived from the fact that Ananias v^as not 
then properly the high-priest ; that there 
was a vacancy in the office, and that he 
presided by courtesy, or in virtue of his 
having been formerly invested with that 
office. The meaning then will be *Idid 
not regard or acknowledge him as the 
high-priest. I did not address him as 
suck, since that is not his true character. 
Had he been truly the high-priest, even 
if he had thus been guilty of manifest 
injustice, I would not have used the lan- 
guage which I did. The office, if not the 
ma7i, would have claimed respect. But 
as he is not truly and properly clothed 
with that ofSce, and as he was guilty of 
manifest injustice, I did not believe that 
he was to be shielded in his injustice by 
the law which commands me to show 
respect to the proper ruler of the people.' 
If this be the true interpretation, it shows 
2 fi 2 



6 But when Paul perceived that 
the one part were Sadducees, 



that Luke, in this account, accords en 
tirely with the truth of history. The 
character of Ananias, as given by Jose- 
phus ,* the facts which he has stated in 
regard to him, all accord with the account 
here given, and show that the writer oi 
the " Acts of the Apostles" was ac- 
quainted with the history of that time, 
and has correctly stated it. IT For it ts 
written. Ex. xxii. 28. Paul adduces this 
to show that it was his purpose to observe 
the law ; that he would not intentionally 
violate it; and that, if he had known 
Ananias to be high-priest, he would 
have been restrained by his regard for 
the law from using the language which 
he did. IF Of the ruler of thy people. 
This passage had not any peculiar re 
ference to the high-priest, but it incul- 
cated the general spirit of respect for 
those in office, whatever that office was. 
As the office of high-priest was one of 
importance and authority, Paul declares 
here that he would not be guilty of show- 
ing disrespect for it, or of using reproach- 
ful language towards it. 

6. But when Paul perceived. Probably 
by his former acquaintance with the men 
who composed the council. As he had 
been brought up in Jerusalem, and had 
been before acquainted with the sanhe- 
drim (ch. ix. 2), he would have an ac- 
quaintance, doubtless, with the character 
of most of those present, though he had 
been absent from them for fourteen years. 
Gal. ii. 1. 1i The onepaxU &c. That the 
council v/as divided into two parties 
Pharisees and Sadducees. This was 
commonly the case, though it is uncer 
tain which had the majority. In regard 
to the opinions of these two sects, see 
Notes on Matt. iii. 7. ^ He cried out, &c. 
The reasons why Paul resolved to take 
advantage of iheir difference of opinion 
were, probably, (1.) That he saw that it 
was impossible to e%peet justice at their 
hands; and he, therefore, regarded it as 
prudent and proper to consult his safety. 
He saw, from the conduct of Ananias, 
and from the spirit manifested (ver. 4), 
that they, like the other Jews, had pre- 
judged the case, and were driven on by 
blind rage and fury. (2.) His object was 
to show his innocence to the chief cap- 
tain. To ascertain that, was the purpose 
for which he had been arraigned. Yet 
that, perhaps, could be most directly and 
satisfactorily shown by bringing out, as 
he knew he could do, the real spirif 
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and the ether Pharisees, he cried 
out in the council, Men and breth- 
ren, "1 am a Pharisee, the son of 

a c.26.5. PIiiI.3.5. 

which actuated the whole council, as 
a spirit of party-strife, contention, and 
persecution. Knowing, therefore, how 
sensitive they were on the subject of the 
resurrection, he seems to have resolved 
to do what he would not have done had 
they been disposed to hear him accord- 
ing to the rules of justice, to abandon ihe 
direct argument for his defence, and to 
enlist a large part, perhaps a majority of 
the council, in his favour. Whatever 
may be thought of the propriety of this 
course, it cannot be denied that it was a 
master-stroke af policy, and that it evinc- 
ed a profound knowledge of human na- 
ture. "^ lama Pharisee. That is, I was 
of that sect among the Jews. I was born 
a Pharisee, and I ever continued while a 
Jew to be of that sect. In the main he 
agreed with them still. He did not mean 
to deny that he was a Christian, but that 
so far as the Pharisefis difFced from the 
Sadducees, he was in the main with the 
former. He agreed with them, not with 
the Sadducees, in regard to the doctrine 
of the resurrection, and the existence of 
angels and spirits. % The son of a Phari- 
see. What was the name of his father is 
not known. But the meaning is, simply, 
that he was entitled to all the immuni- 
ties and privileges of a Pharisee. He 
had, from his birth, belonged to that sect, 
nor had he ever departed from the great 
cardinal doctrines which distinguished 
that sect — the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. Comp. Phil. iii. 5. IF Of 
the hope and resurrection of the dead. 
That is, of the hope that the dead will 
be raised. This is the real point of the 
persecution and opposition to me. IT 1 
am called in question. Gr. I am judged ; 
that is, I am persecuted, or brought to 
trial. Orobio charges this upon Paul as 
an artful manner of declining persecu- 
tion, unworthy the character of an upright 
and honest man. Chubb, a British Deist 
of the seventeenth century, charges it 
upon Paul as an act of gross " dissimula- 
tion, as designed to conceal the true 
ground of all the troubles that he had 
brought upon himself; and as designed 
to deceive and impose upon the Jews." 
He affirms also, that " St. Paul probably 
mvented this pretended charge against 
himself, to draw over a party of the un- 
believing; Jews unto him." See Chubb's 
piosthamous Works vol. ii p. 238. Now, 



a Pharisee : of * the hope and re- 
surrection of the dead I am called 
in question. 

b c.24.15,2Ij 26.6,- 28.20. 

in reply to this, we may observe, (1.) 
That there is not the least evidence that 
Paul denied that he had been, or was 
then, a Christian. An attempt to deny 
this, after ail that they knew of him, 
would have been vain ; and there is not 
the slightest hint that he attempted it. 
(2.) The doctrine of the resurrection of 
the dead was the main and leading doc* 
trine which he had insisted on, and which 
had been to him the cause of much of 
his persecution. See ch. xvii. 31, 32. 
1 Cor. XV. Acts xiii. 34; xxvi. 6, 7. 23. 
25. (3.) Paul defended this by an argu- 
ment which he deemed invincible, and 
which constituted, in fact, the principal 
evidence of its truth — the fact that the 
Lord Jesus had been raised. That fact 
had given demonstration to the doctrine 
of the Pharisees, that the dead would 
rise. As Paul had every where pro- 
claimed the fact that Jesus had been 
raised up, and as this had been the occa 
sion of his being opposed, it was true 
that he had been persecuted on account 
of that doctrine. (4.) The real ground 
of the opposition which the Sadducees 
made to him, and of their opposition to 
his doctrine was, the additional zeal with 
which he urged this doctrine, and the 
additional argument which he brought 
for the resurrection of the dead. Per- 
haps the cause of the opposition of this 
great party among the Jews — the Saddu- 
cees — to Christianity, was the strong con< 
firmation which the resurrection of Christ 
gave to the doctrine which they so much 
hated — the doctrine of the resurrection 
of the dead. It thus gave a triumph to 
their opponents among the Pharisees^ 
and Paul, as a leading and zealous advo- 
cate of that doctrine, would excite their 
special hatred. (5.) All that Paul said, 
therefore, was strictly true. It was be- 
cause he advocated this doctrme that he 
was opposed. That there were othei 
causes of opposition to him might be 
true also ; but still this was the main and 
prominent cause of the hostility. (6.'' 
With great propriety, therefore, he might 
address the Pharisees, and say, * Brethren, 
the great doctrine which has distinguish- 
ed you from the Sadducees, is at stake. 
The great doctrine which is at the foun- 
dation of all our hopes — the resurrection 
of the dead, the doctrine of our fathers 
of the Scriptures, of our sect, is in danger 
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7 And when he had so said, there 
Arose a dissension between the Pha- 
risees and the Sadducees : and the 
multitude was divided. 

8 For the Sadducees " say that 
there is no resurrection, neither an- 
gel nor spirit : but the Pharisees 
confess both. 

o Matt.22.23. Mark 12.18. Luke 20.27. 



Of that doctrine I have been the ad- 
vocate. I have never denied it. I have 
endeavoured to establish it, and have 
every where defended it, and have de- 
voted myself to the work of putting it on 
an imperishable basis among the Jews 
and the Gentiles. For my zeal in that, I 
have been opposed. I have excited the 
ridicule of the Gentile, and the hatred of 
the Sadducee. I have thus been perse- 
cuted and arraigned ; and for my zeal in 
this, in urging the argument in defence 
of it, which I have deemed most irrefra- 
gable — the resurrection of the Messiah, I 
have been persecuted and arraigned, and 
now cast myself on you r protection against 
Jhe mad zeal of the enemies of the doc- 
trine of our fathers. Not only, therefore, 
was tiiis an act of poUcy and prudence in 
Paul, but what he affirmed was strictly 
true, and the effect was as he had an tici- 



7. A dissension. A dispute, or differ- 
ence. IT And the multitude. The coun- 
cil. Comp. ch. xiv. 4. The Pharisees 
embraced, as he desired and expected, his 
side of the question, and became his ad- 
vocates, in opposition to the- Sadducees, 
who were arrayed against him. 

8. For the Sadducees say. They believe. 
^ No resurrection. Of the dead. By this 
doctrine they also understood that there 
was no future state, and that the soul did 
not exist after death. See Note, Matt, 
xxii. 23. IT Neither angel That there 
are no angels. Vhey deny the existence 
of good or bad angels. See Note, Matt, 
iii. 7. IT Nor spirit. Nor soul. That 
there was nothing but matter. They 
were materialists, and supposed that all 
the operations which we ascribe to mind, 
could be traced to some modification of 
matter. The Sadducees, says Josephus 
(Jewish War, b. ii. ch. viii. $ 14), "take 
away the belief of the immortal duration 
of the soul, and the punishments and re- 
wards in Hades." " The doctrine of the 
Sadducees is this," says he (Ant. b. xviii. 
ch. i. $ 4), " that souls die with the bo- 
dies." The opinion that the saul is ma- 
terial, and that there is nothing but matter 



9 And there arose a great cry: 
and the scribes that were of the 
Pharisees' part arose, and strove, 
saying, We find * no evil in this 
man : but if a spirit '^ or an angel 
hath spoken to him, let us not ^ fight 
against God. 

b c.25.25j26.31. c c. 22.17,18. d e.S.39. 



in the universe, has been held by many 
philosophers, ancient and modern, as weij 
as by the Sadducees. ^ Con/ess both. 
Acknowledge, or receive both as truej 
i. e. that there is a future state, and that 
there are spirits distinct from matter, as 
angels, and the disembodied souls of men. 
The two points in dispute were, (1.) Whe- 
ther the dead would be raised and exist in 
a future state; and, (2.) Whether mind was 
distinct from matter. The Sadducees 
denied both, and the Pharisees believed 
both. Their belief of the latter point was, 
that spirits existed in two forms— that of 
angels, and that of souls of men distinct 
from the body. 

9. A great cry. A great clamour, and 
tumult, f The scribes. The learned 
men. They would naturally be the chief 
speakers. '^ Of the Pharisees' part Who 
were Pharisees ; or who belonged to that 
party. The scribes were not a distinct 
sect, but might be either Pharisees or 
Sadducees. IT We find no evil in this 
man. No opinion which is contrary to 
the law of Moses; and no conduct m 
spreading the doctrine of the resurrection 
which we do not approve. The import- 
ance of this doctrine, in their view, was 
so great as to ih*row into the back ground 
all the other doctrines that Paul might 
hold ; and provided this were propagated, 
they were willing to vindicate and sus- 
tain him. A similar testimony was offered 
to the innocence of the Saviour by Pi- 
late. John xix. 6. '^ But if a spirit or an 
angel, &c. They here referred, doubtless, 
to what Paul had said in ch. xxii. 17, 18. 
He had declared that he had gone among 
the Gentiles in obedience to a command 
which he received in a vision in the 
temple. As the Pharisees held to the 
belief of spirits and angels, and to the 
doctrine that the will of God was often 
delivered to men by their agency, they 
were ready now to admit that he had re- 
ceived such a communication, and that 
he had gone among the Gentiles in obe- 
dience to it, to defend their great doctrine 
of the resurrection of the dead. We are 
not to suppose that the Pharisees had he- 
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10 And when there arose a great 
dissension, the chief captain, fear- 
ing lest Paul should have been 
pulled in pieces of them, command- 
ed the soldiers to go down, and to 
take him by force from among 
them, and to bring him into the 
castle. 

11 And the night following, the 



1 PB.46i. ;r. c.18.9; 27.23,24. 
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Lord stood « by him, and said, Be 
of good cheer, Paul : for as thou 
hast testified of me in Jerusalem, 
so must thou bear witness also a1 
Rome.* 

12 And when it was day, cer- 
tain '^ of the Jews banded together, 
and bound themselves ' under a 
curse, saying, that they would 

1 or, with an oath of execration. 



h c.28.30,31.Roin.l. 



come the friends of Paul, or of Christi- 
onitv. The true solution of their conduct 
doubtless is, that they were so inflamed 
with hatred against the Sadducees, that 
they were willing to make use of any 
argument against their doctrine. As the 
testimony of Paul might be turned to 
their account, they were willing to vindi- 
cate him. it is remarkable too, that they 
perverted the statement of Paul in order 
to oppose the Sadducees. Paul had stated 
distinctly (ch. xxii. 17, 18.) that he had 
been commanded to go by ihe Lord, 
meaning the Lord Jesus. He had said 
nothing of "a spuit, or an angel." Yet 
they would unite with the Sadducees so 
far as to maintain that he had received 
no such command from the Lord Jesus. 
But they might easily vary his statements, 
and suppose that an " angel or a spirit" 
had spoken to him, and thus made use of 
his conduct as an argument against the 
Sadducees. Men are not always very 
careful about the exact correctness of 
their statements, when they wish to hum- 
ble a rival. IF Let us not jlglit against 
God. See Note, ch. v. 39. These words 
are wanting in many MSS. and in some 
of the ancient versions. The Syriac reads 
it, " if a spirit or an angel have spoken to 
him, what is there in this ?" i. e. what is 
there unusual or wrong. 

10. A great dissension. A great tu- 
mult, excitement, or controversy. IT hito 
the castle. Note, ch. xxi. 34. 

11. The Lord stood by him. Evidently 
the Lord Jesus. See Note, ch. i. 24. 
Comp. ch. xxii. 18. The appearance of 
the Lord in this case was a proof that he 
approved the course which Jfa^ai had 
taken before the sanhedrim. IT Be of 
^ood cheer. It would not be remarkable 
if Paul, by these constant persecutions, 
should be somewhat dejected in mind. 
The issue of the whole matter was as yet 
doubtful. In these circumstances, it must 
have been peculiarly consoling to him to 
hear these words of encouragement from 
the Lord Jesus, and this assurance that 



the object of his desires should be grant- 
ed, and that he would be permitted to 
bear the same witness of him in Rome. 
Nothing else can comfort and sustain the 
soul in trials, and persecutions, but evi- 
dence of the approbation of God, and the 
promises of his gracious aid. IT JBear wit- 
ness also at Rome. This had been the ob- 
ject of his earnest wish (Rom. i. 10 ; xv. 
23, 24), and this promise of the Lord 
Jesus was fulfilled, ch. xxviii. 30, 31. 
The promise which was here made to 
Paul was not directly one of deliverance 
from the present persecution, but it im- 
plied that, and made it certain. 

12. Certain of the Jews. Some of the 
Jews. They were more than forty in 
number, ver. 13. TT Banded together. 
Made an agreement, or compact. They 
conspired to kill him. "^T And hound 
themselves under a curse. See the margin. 
The Greek is, "■ they anathematized them 
selves;" that is, they bound themselves 
by a solemn oath. They invoked a curse 
on themselves, or devoted them.selves to 
destruction, if they did not do it. Light- 
foot remarks, however, that they could 
be absolved from this vow by the Rab 
bins, if they were unable to execute it 
Under various pretences they could easily 
be freed from such oaths, and it was com- 
mon to take them ; and if there was any 
difficulty in fulfilhng them, they could 
easily apply to their religious teachers 
and be absolved. ^ That they would 
neither eat nor drink. That is, that they 
would do it as soon as possible. This 
was a common form of an oath, or curse, 
among the Jewis. Sometimes they only 
vowed abstinence from particular things, 
as from meat, or wine. But in this case, 
to make the oath more certain, and bind- 
ing, they vowed abstinence from all 
kinds of food and drink till they had 
killed him. Vv'^ho these wore — whethei 
they were Sadducees or not — is not men 
tionod by the sacred writer. It is evi 
dent, however, that the minds of the 
Jews were greatly inflamed against Paul ; 



Hosted by 



Google 



A.D. 60.] 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



309 



neither eat nor drink " till they had 
killed Paul. 

13 And they were more than 
forty which had made this con- 
spiracy. 

14 And they came to the chief 
* priests and elders, and said, We 
have bound ourselves under a great 
curse, that we will eat nothing until 
we have slain Paul. 

15 Now therefore ye, with the 

oPs.31.13, iHos.4.9. 



and as they saw him in the custody of the 
Roman tribune, and as there was no 
prospect that he would punish hira, they 
resolved to take the matter into their own 
hands. Michaelis conjectures that they 
were of the number of the Sicarii, or 
cut-throats, with which Judea then 
abounded. See Note on ch. xxi. 38. It 
is needless to remark ttiat this was a most 
wicked oath. It was a deliberate purpose 
to commit murder ; and it shows the des- 
perate state of morals among the Jews at 
that time, and the infuriated malice of the 
people against the apostle. 

13. Which had made, this conspiracy. 
This oath ((ruvw/^on'^iv), this agreement, or 
compact. This large number of despe- 
rate men, bound by so solemn an oath, 
would be likely to be successful ; and the 
life of Paul was therefore in peculiar 
danger. The manner in which they pur- 
posed to accomplish their design is stated 
in ver. 15. 

14. And they came, &c. Probably by 
a deputation. If To the chief priests and 
elders. The members of the great coun- 
cil, or sanhedrim. It is probable that the 
application was made to the party of the 
Sadducees, as the Pharisees had shown 
their determination to defend Paul. 
They would have had no prospect of suc- 
cess had they attacked the castle, and 
they, therefore, devised this ingenious 
mode of obtaining access to Paul, where 
they might easily despatch him. IT Under 
a great curse. Greek, " We have anathe- 
matized ourselves with an anathema." 
We have made the vow as solemn as pos- 
sible. 

15. Ye. with the council. With the con- 
currence or request of the sanhedrim. 
It was only by such a request that they 
had any hope that the chief captain would 
remove Paul from the castle. IT Signify 
to the chief captain. Send a message or 
request to him. ^ That he bring him 
dawn unto you. That he bring hira from 
the castle to the usual place of the meet- 



council, signily to the chief captain 
that he bring him down unto you 
to-m wTow, as though ye would in- 
quire something more perfectly 
Concerning him : and we, or ever 
he come near, are ready ^ to kill 
him. 

16 And when Paul's sister's soa 
heard of their lying in wait, he 
^ went and entered into the castle, 
and told Paul. 

c P8.21.n; 37,32,33. a 2Sam.l7.17. 



ing of the sanhedrim. As this was at 
some distance from the castle, or tower of 
Antonia, where Paul was, they supposed 
it would be easy to waylay him, and take 
his life. IT To-morrow. This is wanting 
in th« Syriac, Vulgate, and Ethiopic ver- 
sions. It is, however, probably the cor- 
rect reading of the text, as it would be 
necessary to convene the council, and 
make the request of the tribune, which 
might require the whole of one day. 
'^ As though ye would inquire, &c. This 
request appeared so reasonable that they 
did not doubt that the tribune would 
grant it to the council. And though it 
WIS obviously a false and wicked pre- 
tence, yet these conspirators knew the 
character of the persons to whom they 
addressed themseU'es so well, that they 
did not doubt that they would prevail on 
the council to make the request. Public 
justice must have been deeply fallen, 
when it was known that such ai* iniqui- 
tous request could be made with the cer- 
tain prospect of success. IT Or ever he 
come near. Before he comes near to tne 
sanhedrim. The great council will thus 
not be suspected of being privy to the 
deed. We will waylay him, and murder 
him in the way. The plan was well laid ; 
and nothing but the interposition of Pro- 
vidence could have prevented its execu- 
tion. 

16. PauVs si sterns son. This is all we 
know of the family of Paul. Nor do we 
know for what purpose he was at Jerusa- 
lem. It is possible that Paul might have 
a sister residing there ; though, as Paul 
had been sent there formerly for his edu- 
cation, it seems more probable that this 
young man was sent there for the same 
purpose. TF Entered into the castle. Paul 
had the privileges of a Roman citizen, 
and as no well-founded charge had been 
laid against him, it is probable that he 
was not very closely confined, and that 
his friends might have free access to 
him 
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17 Then '^Paul called one of the 
centurions unto him, and said, 
Bring this young man unto the 
chief captain ; for he hath a certain 
thing to tell him. 

18 So he took him, and brought 
him to the chief captain, and said, 
Paul the prisoner ^ called me unto 
him, and prayed me to bring this 
young man unto thee, who hath 
something to say unto thee. 

19 Then the chief captain took 
nim by the hand, and went with 
him aside privately, and asked him. 
What is that thou hast to tell me % 

20 And he said, The Jews have ° 
agreed to desire thee that thou 
wouldest bring down Paul to-mor- 
row into the council, as though 

a Prov.22,3. Malt.10.16. 6 c.28,17. Eph.3.1; 4,1. 
Phil.9, c ver.l2. 

17. Called one of the centurions. Who 
might at that time have had special 
charge of the castle, or been on guard. 
Paul had the most positive assurance that 
his life would be spared, and that he 
would yet see Rome ; but he always un- 
derstood the divine promises and pur- 
poses as being consistent with his own ef- 
forts, and with all proper measures of 
prudence and diligence in securing his 
own safety. He did not rest merely on 
the divine promise without any effort of 
his own ; but he took encouragement 
from those promises to put forth his own 
exertions for security and for salvation. 

18. And prayed me. And asked me. 

1 9. Took him hy the hand. As an ex- 
pression of kindness and civility. He did 
it to draw him aside from the multitude, 
that he might communicate his message 
privately. 

20. And he said, &c. In what way 
this young man had received intelligence 
of this, we can only conjecture. It is not 
improbable that he was a student under 
some one of the Jewish teachers, and that 
he might have learned it of him. It is 
not at all probable that the purpose of the 
forty men would be very closely kept. 
Indeed it is evident that they were not 
themselves very anxious about conceal- 
ing their oath, as they mentioned it fully 
to the chief priests and elders, ver. 14. 

21. Waiting for a promise from thee. 
Waiting for your consent to bring him 
down to them. 

23. And he called unfa Mm two centui i- 



they would inqiiiie somewhat of 
him more perfectly. 

21 But do not thou yield '^ unte 
them : for there lie in wait for him 
of them more than forty men, 
which have bound themselves with 
an oath, that they will neither eat 
nor drink till they have killed hmi« 
and now are they ready, looking foi 
a promise from thee. 

22 So the chief captain then lei 
the young man depart, and charged 
him, See thou tell no man that 
thou hast showed these things to 
me. 

23 And he called unto him, two 
centurions, saying, Make ready two 
hundred soldiers to go to Cesarea, 
and horsemen threescore and ten, 

d Ex.23.2. 



ons, &c. Each centurion had under him 
one hundred men. The chief captain 
resolved to place Paul beyond the power 
of the Jews, and to protect him as became 
a Roman citizen, f Two hundred sol- 
diers. These foot-soldiers were designed 
only to guard Paul till he was safely out 
of Jerusalem. The horsemen only were 
intended to accompany him to Cesarea. 
See ver. 32. IT And horsemen. These 
were commonly attached to foot-soldiers. 
In this case, however, they were designed 
to attend Paul to Cesarea. IT A?id spear- 
men. AsiioxiiBovg. This word is found 
nowhere else in the New Testament, 
and occurs in no classic writer. It pro- 
perly means those who take, or apprehend 
by the right hand ; and might be applied 
to those who apprehend prisoners, or to 
those who hold a spear or dart in the 
right hand for the purpose of throwing it. 
Some have conjectured that it should be 
read 5'£^<o/3ox.ou5 — those who cast or throw 
[a spear] with the rigbs hand. So the 
Vulgate, the Syriac, and the Arabic un- 
derstand it. They were probably those 
who were armed with .'='pears or darts, 
and who attended on the tribune as a 
guard, ^ At the third hour of the night. 
At nine o'clock. This was m order that 
it might be done with secrecy, and to 
elude the band of desperadoes that had 
resolved to murder Paul. If it should 
seem that this guard was very numerous 
for one man, it should be remembered 
(1.) That the number of those who haa 
conspired against him was also large, and 
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and spearmen two hundred, at the 
third hour of the night ; 

24 And provide them beasts, 
that they may set Paul en, and 
Oring him safe unto Fel^x the 
governor. 

25 And he vt^rote a letter after 
this manner : 

26 Claudius Lysias unto the, 
most excellent governor Felix scnd- 
eth greeting. 

27 This man * was taken of the 
Jews, and should have been killed 
of them : then came I with an 
army, and rescued him, having un- 
derstood that he was a Roman. 

28 And * when I would have 
known the cause wherefore they 
accused him, I brought him forth 
into their council : 

29 Whom I perceived to be ac- 

o C.21.33J 24.7. I c.22.30. 



(2.) That they were men accustomed to 
scenes of blood, of desperate characters, 
and who had solemnly sworn that they 
would take his hfe. In order, therefore, 
to deter them effectually from attacking 
the guard, it was made very numerous and 
strong, and nearly five hundred men 
were appointed to guard Paul as he left 
Jerusalem. 

24. Arid provide them beasts. One for 
Paul, and one for each of his attendants. 
The word translated beasts (xtj^vj^) is of a 
general character, and may be applied 
either to horses, to camels, or to asses. 
The latter were most commonly employ- 
ed in Judea. IF Unto Felix the governor. 
The governor of Judea. His place of 
residence was Cesarea, about sixty miles 
from Jerusalem. See Note, ch. viii. 40, 
His name was Antonius Felix, and was a 
freedman of Antonia, the mother of the 
emperor Claudius. He was high in the 
favour of Claudius, and was made by 
him governor of Judea. Josephus calls 
him Claudius Felix. He had married 
three wives in succession that were of 
royal families, one of whom was Dru- 
silla, afterwards mentioned in ch. xxiv. 
24. who was sister to king Agrippa. Ta- 
citus (Hist. V. 9) says, that he governed 
with all the authority of a king, and the 
baseness and insolence of a slave. " He 
was an unrighteous governor, a base, 
mercenary, and bad man." {Clarke.) S^^e 



cused of questions * of their law, 
but to have nothing ^ laid to his 
charge worthy of death or of bonds 
'SO And when ^ it was told me 
how that the Jews laid wait for the 
man, I sent straightway to thee, 
and gave ^ commandment to his ac 
cusers also, to say before thee what 
they had against him. Farewell. 

31 Then the soldiers, as it wa? 
commanded them, took Paul, and 
brought him hy night to Antipatris, 

32 On the morrow they left the 
horsemen to go with him, and re- 
turned to the castle : 

33 Who, when they came to Ce- 
sarea, and delivered the epistle ^ to 
the governor, presented Paul also 
before him. 

34 And when the governor had 
read the letter, he asked of what 



c C.18.15J 25.19. dc.26.31. 
8; 25.6. g ver.25-30. 
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his character further described in the 
Note on ch. xxiv. 25. 

26. Unto the most excellent governor Fe- 
lix. The most honoured, &c. This was 
a mere title of office H Greeting. A term 
of salutation in an epistle wishing health, 
joy, and prosperity. 

27. Should have been hilled of ihem. 
Was about to be killed by them. The 
life of Paul had been twice endangered 
in this manner, ch. xxi. 30; xxiii. 10. 
IT V^ith an army. With a band of sol 
diers. ver. 10. 

29. Questions of their law. So he un 
derstood the whole controversy to be. 
IT Worthy of death. By the Roman law. 
He had been guilty of no crime against 
the Roman people, ^i Or of bonds. Of 
chains, or of confinement. 

31. To Antipatris. This town was an- 
ciently called Cafar-Saba. Josephus says 
(Antiq. xiii. 23.), that it was about seven- 
teen miles from Joppa. It was aboul 
twenty-six miles from Cesarea, and of 
course about thirty-five from Jerusalem. 
Herod the Great changed its name to An 
tipatris, in honour of his father Anti pater. 
It was situated in a fine plain, and water 
ed with many springs and fountains. 

32. They left the horsemen. As they 
were then beyond the danger of the 
conspirators, the soldiers who had guara 
ed them thus far returned to Jerusa^erp 

34. Of what province lie was. Greek 
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province he was. And when he 
understood that he was nf Cilicia ; ♦* 
35 I will hear thee, said he, when 
thine accusers ^ are also come. And 
he commanded him to be kept in *= 
Herod's judgment-hall. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

A ND after five days, Ananias '^ 
-^ the high-priest descended with 
the elders, and with ?, certain orator 



«c.21.39. 
a c.23.2;25.2. 



b c.24.1,&c, 25.16. 



Of what eparchy Q7r^r/J=^i) he was. 
He knew from the letter of Lysias that 
he was a Roman, but he was not inform- 
ed of what place or province he was. 
This he doubtless did in order to ascer- 
tain whether he properly belonged to his 
jurisdiction. Koman provinces were dis- 
tricts of country which were intrusted 
to the jurisdiction of procurators. How 
far the jurisdiction of Felix extended is 
not certainly known. It appears, how- 
ever, that it included Cilicia. % Was of 
Cilicia. Tarsus, the birth-place of Paul, 
was in this province, ch. xxi. 39. 

35. In Herod's judgment-hall. Greek, 
In the pretorium of Herod. The word 
here used denoted formerly the tent of the 
Roman prsetor; and as that was the place 
where justice was administered, it came 
to be applied to halls, or courts of justice. 
This had been reared probably by Herod 
the Great as his palace, or as a place for 
administering justice. It is probable also, 
that prisons, or places of security, would 
oe attached to such places. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

1. And after jive days. This time was 
occupied, doubtless, in their receiving the 
command to go to Cesarea, and in making 
the necessary arrangements. This was 
the twelfth day after his arrival at Jeru- 
salem. See ver. 11. IT Ananias, the high- 
priest See Note, ch. xxiii. 2. % Descend- 
ed. Came down from Jerusalem. This 
was the usual language when a departure 
from Jerusalem was spoken of See 
Note, ch. XV. 1. ^ With a certain orator 
named TeriuUus. Appointed to accuse 
Paul. This is a Roman name, and this 
man was doubtless a Roman. As the 
Jews were, to a great extent, ignorant of 
the Roman customs and laws, and of their 
mode of administering justice, it is not 
improbable that they were in the habit of 
employing Roman lawyers to plead their 
causes. *ir Wlw informed the governor 
against Fatd. Who acted as the accuser, 



named Tertullus, who informed 
the governor against Paul. 

2 And when he was called forth, 
Tertullus began to accuse Idm., say- 
ing, Seeing that by thee we enjoy 
great quietness, and that very worthy 
deeds -^ are done unto this nation by 
thy providence, 

3 We accept it always, and in all 
places, most noble Felix, with all 
thankfulness. 

eFs.11.2. /P8.12.2. 



or who managed their cause before the 
governor. 

2. And when he was called forth. When 
Paul was called fordifrom prison. See ch 
xxiii S5. IF We enjoy great quietness. This 
was said in the customary style of flatterers 
and orators, to conciliate his favour, and is 
strikingly in contrast with the more honest, 
and straightforward introduction in the 
reply of Paul. ver. 10, Though it was 
said for flattery, and though Felix was in 
many respects an unprincipled man, yet 
it was true that his administration had 
been the means of producing much peace 
and order in Judea, and that he had 
done many things that tended to pro- 
mote their welfare. In particular, he 
had arrested a band of robbers, with Ele- 
azar at their head, whom he had sent 
to Rome to be punished (Jos. Ant. b xx 
ch. viii.) ; he had arrested the Egyptian 
false prophet, who had led out four thou- 
sand men into the wilderness, and who 
threatened the peace of Judea (see 
Note, ch. xxi. 38) ; and he had repressed 
a sedition which arose between the in- 
habitants of Cesarea and of Syria. Jos. 
Jewish Wars, b. ii. ch. xiii. $ 2. IT Very 
worthy deeds. Acts that tended much to 
promote the peace and security of the 
people. He referred to those which have 
just been mentioned as having been ac; 
complished by Felix, particularly his suc- 
cess in suppressing- riots and seditions. 
and as, in the view of the Jews, the case 
of Paul was another instance of a sim.ilai 
kind, he appealed to him with the more 
confidence that he would suppress that 
also. ^ By thy providence. By thy fore- 
sight, skill, vigilance, prudence. 

3. We accept it always. We admit that 
11 is owing to your vigilance, and we ac 
cept your interposition to promote peace, 
with gratitude. ^ Always, and in ah 
places. Not merely in your presence, but 
we always acknowledge that it is owing 
to jrour vigilance that the land is secure. 



Hosted by 



Google 



Al.O. G0.| 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



3i:^ 



4 Notwitnstanding, that I be not 
farther tedious unto thee, I pray 
thee that thou woaldest hear us of 
thy cler^ency a few words. 

5 Foi we have found this man a 
pestilent fellow^ « and a mover of 
sedition among all the Jews through- 
out the world, and a ringleader of 
ihe sect of the Nazarenes. 

6 Who also hath gone about to 
profane * the temple; whom we 

a Luke 23.2. c.6.13j 16.20} 17.6; 21.28. lPet.2.I2.19. 
h c.19.37; 21.28. 

" What we now do in your presence, we 
do also in your absence; w? do not com- 
mend you merely wheft yo j are present." 
( Welstein.) IF Most noble Felix. This was 
the title of office. 1[ Wi(h thankfulness. 
In this, there was probably sincerity, for 
there was no doubt that the peace of 
Judea was owing to Felix. But at the 
same time that he was an energetic and 
vigilant governor, it was also true that he 
was proud, and avaricious, and cruel. 
Josephus charges him with injustice and 
cruelty in the case of Jonathan, the h'gh- 
priest (Ant. b. xx. ch. viii. $ 5) ; and Taci- 
tus ^Hist. b. V. ch. 9), and Suetonius 
(Life of Claudius, ch. 28), concur in the 
charge 

4. Be not further tedious unto thee. By 
taking up your time with an introduction, 
and with commendation. 

5. We have found this man a pestilent 
fellow. Ao.j«oi/. This word is commonly 
applied to a plague, or pestilence, and 
then to a m.an who corrupts the morals of 
others, or who is turbulent, and an exciter 
of sedition. Our translation somewhat 
weakens the force of the original expres- 
sion. Tertullus did not say that he was a 
pestilent fellow, but that he was the very 
pestilence itself fn this he referred to their 
belief, that he had been the cause of exten- 
sive disturbances every where among the 
Jews, f And a mover of sedition. An, 
exciter of tumult. This they pretended 
he did by preaching doctrines contrary (o 
the laws and customs of Moses, and ex- 
citing the Jews to tumult and disorder. 
IT Throughout the world. Throughout the 
Roman empire, and thus leading the 
Jews to violate the laws, and to produce 
tumults, riots, and disorder. IF And a 
ringleader. ne'^raa-rUji^v. This word oc- 
curs nowhere else in the New Testa- 
ment. It is properly a military word, and 
denotes one who stands first in an army, 
a stand ard-bearor, a leader, or command- 
er. The meaning is, that Paul had been 

g D 



took, and would have judged * ac« 
cording to our law i 

7 But the chief ^ captain Lysias* 
came upon us, and with great vio 
lence took him away out of oui 
hands, 

8 Commanding his accusers * to 
come unto thee: by examining of 
whom, thyself mayest take know- 
ledge of all these things whereo* 
w^e accuse him. 



so active, and so prominent in preaching 
the gospel, that he had been a leader or 
the principal person in extending the sect 
of the Nazarenes. f Of the sect. The 
original word here (:*•'? sts^c) is the word 
from which we have derived the term 
heresy. It is, however, properly translated 
sect, or party, and should have been so 
translated in ver. 14. See Note, ch. v. 17. 
IT Of the Nazarenes. This was the name 
usually given to Christians by way of 
contempt. They were so called because 
Jesus was of Nazareth. 

6. Who also hath gone about. Who has 
endeavoured. *5r 7h profane the temple. 
This was a serious, but unfounded charge. 
It arose from the gross calumny of the 
apostle, when they pretended that he had 
introduced Greeks into that sacred place, 
ch. xxi. 28. To this charge the aposde 
replies in ver. 18. IT And would have 
judged. That is, would have condemned 
and punished. '^According tp our law. 
Their law, which forbade the introduc- 
tion of strangers into the temple. 

7.* But the chief captain, &c. I'ertullus 
pretends that they would have judged 
Paul righteously, if Lysias had not inter- 
posed ; but the truth was, that without 
regard to law or justice, they would have 
murdered him on the spot. 

8. Commanding his accusers, &c ch. 
xxiii. 30. IT By examining of whom. That 
is, the Jews who were then present. Ter- 
tullus presented them as his witnesses of 
the truth of what he had said. It is evi- 
dent that we have here only the summa- 
ry or outline of the speech which. Ter- 
tullus made. It is incredible that a Roman 
rhetorician would have, on such an oc- 
casion, delivered an address so brief, so 
meagre, and so destiiuteof display as this. 
But it is doubtless a correct summary of 
his address, and contains the leading 
points of the accusation. It is customary 
for the sacred writers, as for other wri^ 
ers, to give only the outline of discourses 
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9 And the Jews also assented, 
Baying that these things were so. 

10 Then Paul, after that the ^ 
governor had beckoned unto him to 
speak, answered, Forasmuch as I 

i Felix, made Procurator over Judea, A. D. 53 



and arguments. Sach a course was in- 
evitable, unless the New Testament had 
been swelled to wholly undue propor- 
tions. 

9. A7id the Jews also assented. The 
Jews who had accompanied Tertulius to 
Cesarea. They had gone as the accusers 
of Paul, and they bore testimony, when 
called upon, to the truth of all that the 
orator had said. Whether they were 
examined individually or not, is not de- 
clared. In whatever way their testimony 
was arrived at, they confirmed unani- 
mously the accusation which he had 
brought against Paul. 

10. Had beckoned unto kirn to speak. 
Either by a nod or by the hand, f HaM 
been of many years. Felix and Cumanus 
had been joint-governord of Judea ; but 
after Cumanus had been condemned for 
his bad administration of the affairs, the 
government fell entirely into the hands 
of Felix. This was about seven years 
before Paul was arraigned before him, 
and might be called many years, as he 
had been long enough there to be- 
come acquainted with the customs and 
habits of the Jews; and it might also be 
called long in comparison with the short 
time which any of his immediate prede- 
cessors had held the office. See Jose- 
phus, Ant b. XX. ch. vi, vii. ^ A judge. 
This word is evidently used here in the 
sense of magistrate, or one appointed to 
administer the affairs of government. To 
determine litigated matters was, however, 
one part of his office. It is remarkable 
that Paul did not begin his speech as 
Tertulius had done, by any flattering 
address, or by any of the arts of rhetoric. 
He founded his plea on the justice of his 
cause, and on the fact, that Felix had 
had so much experience in the affairs of 
Judea that he was well qualified to un- 
derstand the merits of the case, and to 
judge impartially. Paul was well ac- 
quainted with his character (see Note, 
ch. xxiv 25), and would not by flattering 
words declare thatwhi*^^ ^*"i^ 'ot strictly 
true. ^\ I do the more cneerjully, &;c. 
Since you are so well acquainted with 
the customs and habits of the Jews, I 
the more readdy submit the case to your 
disposal. This address indicated great 
confidence m the juetico of his cause,- 



know that thou hast been of man^ 
5^ears a judge unto this nation, ] 
do the more cheerfully answer '^ foi 
myself: 

li Because that thou mayes? 



and was the language of a man, bold 
fearless, and conscious of his inno®enco 
11. Because that thou may est under 
stand. Gr. ' Thou being able fo know. 
That is, he could understand or know, by 
taking the proper evidence, Paul does 
not mean to say that Fehx could under- 
stand the case, because he had been many 
years a judge of that nation. That fact 
would qualify him to judge correctly, or 
to understand the* customs of the Jewa 
But the fact, that he had been but twelve 
days in Jerusalem, and had been orderly 
and peaceable there, Felix could ascer- 
tain only by the proper testimony. The 
first part of Paul's defence (ver. 1 1 — 13) 
consists in an express denial of what they 
alleged against him. f Are yet but iiuelve 
days. Beza reckons these twelve days 
m this manner ; The first was that on 
which he came to Jerusalem, ch. xxi. 15 
The second he spent with James and 
the apostles, ch. xxi. 18. Six days were 
spent in fulfilling his vow. ch. xxi. 21. 26 
On the ninth day the tumult arose, being 
the seventh day of his vow, and on this 
day he was rescued by Lysias. ch. xxi 
27 ; xxii. 29. The tenth day he was be> 
fore the sanhedrim, ch. xxii. 30 ; xxiii. 10. 
On the eleventh the plot was laid to take 
his life, and on the same day, at evening, 
he was removed to Cesarea. The days 
on which he was confined at Cesarea are 
not enumerated, since his design in men- 
tioning the number of days was, to show 
the improbability that, in that time, hs 
had been engaged in producing a tumult , 
and it would not be pretended that he 
had been so engaged while confined in 
a prison at Cesarea. The defence of Paul 
here is, that but twelve days occurred 
from the time that he went to Jerusalem 
tui he was put under the custody of 
Felix; and that during so short a time 
it was wholly improbable that he would 
have been able to excite sedition. % For 
to worship. This farther shows that tlie 
design of Paul was not to produce sedi- 
tion. He had gone up for the peaceful pur- 
pose of devotion, and not to produce riot 
and disorder. That this was his design 
in oo'mg to Jerusalem, or at least a part 
of his purpose, is indicated by the pas- 
sage in Acts xs.. 16. It should be observ- 
ed, however, tha,t our translation con 
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understand that there are yet but 
twelve days since I went up to " 
Jerusalem for to worship. 

12 And they neither * found me 
in the temple disputing with any 
man, neither raising up the people, 
neither in the synagogues, nor in 
the city. 

oc.21.15. Z. C.25.8J 28,17. 



veys an idea which is not necessarily in 
the Greek— that this was the design of 
Ills going to Jerusalem. The original is, 
•Since I went up to Jerusalem w;ors/i//?- 
ping' (TTgoirxvvwMv)', i. e. he was actually 
engaged m devotion when the tumult 
arose. But his main design in going to 
Jerusalem was, to convey to his suffering 
countrymen there the benefactions of tiie 
Gentile churches. See ver. 17. Rom. xv. 
25,26. 

12. And they neither found ?ne, &c. 
The first charge of Tertullus against 
Paul was (ver. 5), that he was " a pesti- 
lent fellow, and a mover of sedition." 
The charge of his being a pest was so 
general, that Paul did not think it neces- 
sary to attempt to refute it. To the spe- 
cijictLlion, that he was a mover of sedi- 
tion, he replies by a firm denial, and by 
a solemn declaration that they had not 
found hira in any synagogue, or in the 
city, or in the temple, either disputing or 
exciting a tumult. His conduct there 
had been entirely peaceable ; and they 
had no right to suppose that it had been 
otherwise any where. 

13. Neither can they prove the things, 
«&.c. That is, that I am a mover of sedi- 
tion, or a disturber of the peace of the 
people. This appeal he boldly makes,* 
he challenges investigation ; and as they 
did not offer to specify any acts of disor- 
der or tumult excited by him, this charge 
falls of course. . 

14:. But this i confess, &c. 'The next 
specification in the charge of Tertullus 
was (ver. 5), that he was " a ringleader 
of the sect of the Nazarenes." To this, 
Paul replies in this, and the two follow- 
ing verses. Of this reply we may ob- 
serve, (1.) That he does not stoop to notice 
the contempt implied in the use of the 
word Nazarenes. He was engaged in a 
more important business than to contend 
about the name which they chose to give 
lo Christians. (2.) He admits that he be- 
longed to that sect or class of people. 
That he was a Christian, he neither de- 
nied, nor was disjKjsed to deny. (3.) Ho 



13 Neither can they provie '^ the 
things whereof they now accuse me. 

14 But this I confess unto thee, 
that after the way which they call 
heiesy, so "* worship I the God of 
^ my fathers, believing all things 
which are f written in the law and 
^ the prophets ; 

clPet.3.l6. rfMic.4.5. e2Tim.l.3. / Luka 
24.27. C.26.-22; 2S.23. g Matt.22 40. Luke 16.16 

Jrto.1,45. c.13.15. Rom.3.21. 



maintains that in this way he is still wor 
shipping the God of his fathers. Of this, 
the fact that he was engaged in worship 
ill the temple, was sufficient proof. (4.). He 
shows them that he believed only what 
was written in the law and the prophets ,• 
that this involved the main doctrine of 
their religion — the hope of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead (ver. 15),* and that it 
was his constant and earnest desire to 
keep a pure conscience in all things, ver 
16. These are the points of his defence 
to this second charge, and we shall see 
that they fully meet and dispose of the 
accusation, f After the way. After the 
manner or mode of worship. IT Which 
they call heresy. This translation does 
not express to us the force of the original 
We have attached to the word heresy an 
idea w-hich is not conveyed by the Greek 
word, and now commonly understand by 
it, error of doctrine. In. Paul's answei 
here, there is an explicit reference to 
their charge, which does not appear in 
our version. The charge- of Tertullus 
was, that he was the ringleader of the 
sect (TJ7? dieio-su^g) of the Nazarenes. ver. 
5. To this, Paul replies, * After the way 
which they call sect {ii^sanv, not erroi 
of doctrine, but after a way which they 
maintain is producing division or schism) 
so worship I the God of my fathers. 
Paul was not ashamed to be called a fol- 
lower of that sect or party among the 
Jewish people. Nor should we be asham 
ed to worship God in a mode that is called 
heresy or schism, if we do it in obedience 
to conscience and to God. ^ So worship 
I. I continue to worship. I have not de- 
parted from the characteristic of the Jew- 
ish people, the proper and public acknow 
ledgment of the God of the Jews. IT Th.6 
God of my fathers. My fathers' God, 
Jehovah; the God whom my Jewish an 
cestors adored. There is something very 
touching in this, and fitted to find its way 
to the heart of a Jew. He had introduced 
no new object of worship (comp. Deut, 
xiii. 1-— 5) ; he had not become a follower 
of a false or foreign God ; and this faci 
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15 And have hope '^ toward God, 
which they themselves also allow, 
that there shall be a resurrection 
** of the dead, both of the just and 
unjust. 

16 And herein do I exercise my- 



a c.23.6,&c. 26.6,7j 28.20,&c. 
28,29. lCor.l5.1S-27. Rom.iO.6,13. 



b Dau.12.2. Jnu.5. 



was really a reply to their charge, that 
he was setting up a new sect in religion. 
The same thing Paul affirms of himself 
m 2Tim. i. 3: "I thaak God, whom I 
serve from my forefathers with a pure 
conscience." If Believing all things, &c. 
Particularly respecting the Messiah, So 
he more fully explains his meaning in 
his speech before king Agrippa. ch. xxvi. 
23. i In the law and in the prophets. Com- 
manded in the law of Moses, and fore- 
told by the prophets. Ttiat Paul had 
ever disbelieved any of these things, they 
could not prove; and his whole course 
had shown that he fully credited the 
sacred records. Most of his arguments 
m defending Christianity had been drawn 
from the Jewish writings. 

15- And have hope toward God. Hav- 
mg a hope of the resurrection of the 
dead, which arises from the promises of 
God. IT Which they themselves, &c. That 
is, the Pharisees. Perhaps he designated 
in this remark the Pharisees who were 
present. He held nothing in this great 
cardinal point, which they did not also 
hold. For the reasons why Paul intro- 
duced this point so prominently, and the 
success of thus introducing it, see Note 
on ch. xxiii. 1 — 9. IT Both of the: just, and 
of the unjust. Of the righteous and the 
wicked ; that is, of all the race. As they 
neld this, they could not arraign him for 
holding it also. 

16. And herein. In this, or for this pur- 
pose. '^ Do I exercise myself. 'Ao-jcs. 1 
accustom or employ myself; I make it 
my constant aim and endeavour. It is 
the purpose of my constant study. Paul 
often appeal's to his conscientiousness as 
the leading habit of his life. Even before 
his conversion he endeavoured to act ac- 
cording to the dictates of conscience. 
See Acts xxvi. 9. Comp. Phil. iii. 5, 6. 
% To have always a conscience, &c. To 
do that which is right, so that my con- 
Bcience shall approve of it, and never 
reproach me. H Void of offence. 'Ajr^o- 
o-xoTTOv. That which is inoffensive, or 
which does not cause one to stumble or 
fall. He means, that he endeavoured to 
keep his conscience so enlightened and 
pure m regard to duty, and. that he acted 



self, to have '^'Always a conscience 
void of offence toward God and 
toward men. 

17 Now after many years, 1 
came ^ to bring alms to my nation, 
and offerings. 

c c.23.1. d o.n.28,30; 20.16. Rom.15.25 



according to its dictates in such a way 
that liis conduct should not be displeasing 
to God, or iryurious to man. To have 
such a conscience implies two things \ 
(1.) That it be enlightened or properly 
informed in regard to truth and duty ; 
and, (2.) That that which is made known 
to be right should be honestly and faith- 
fully performed. Without these two 
things, no man can have a conscience 
that shall be inoffensive and harmless. 
f Toward God. In an honest endeavour 
to discharge all the duties of public and 
private worship, and to do constantly 
what he requires. In believing all that 
he has spoken ; doing all that he requires ; 
and offering to him the service which 
he approves. IF Toward men. In endea- 
vouring to meet all the demands of jus- 
tice and mercy ; to advance their know- 
ledge, happiness, and salvation ; so that 
I may look back on ray life with the 
reflection that I have done all that I 
ought to have done, and all that I could 
do, to promote the welfare of the whole 
human family. What a noble principle 
of conduct was this ! How devoted, and 
how pure! How unlike the conduct of 
those who live to gratify debasing sen* 
sual appetites, or for gold or honour ; and 
who pass their lives in such a manner 
as to offer the grossest offence to God, 
and to do the most injury to man ! The 
great and noble aim of Paul was to be 
pure; and no slander of his enemies, no 
trials, persecutions, or perils, and no paina 
of dying could take aw^ay the approving 
voice of conscience. Alike in his travels, 
and in his persecutions; among friends 
and foes ; when preaching in the syna- 
gogue, the city, or the desert ; or when 
defending himself before governors and 
kings, he had this testimony of a self- 
approving mind. Happy they who thus 
frame their lives. And happy will be 
the end of a life where this has been the 
grand object of the journey through this 
world. 

17. Now after many years. Aflerman^ 
years absence. Paul here commences a 
reply to the charges of TertuUus, that he 
had endeavoured to profane the temple, 
ver 6 He begins, by saying that his 
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18 Whereupon certain Jews from 
4sia found me purified in the tem- 
ple, neither with multitude, nor 
with tumult : 

19 Who ought to have been here 
before thee, and object, if they 

tiad aught against me. 

20 Or else let these same here 
say, if they have found any evil- 



design in coming up to Jerusalem was, 
to bring to them needed aid in a time of 
distress. It would be absurd to suppose, 
therefore, that his object in coming was 
to violate the customs of the temple, and 
to defile it. ^Icametolring. Seech, 
xi. 29, 30. Note, Rom. xv. 25, 26. 'Si Alms. 
Ciiarities ; the gift of the churches. IT To 
my nation. JNot to all the nation ; but to 
the poor saints or Christians who were 
m Judea, and who were suffering much 
by persecutipns and trials. IT And offer- 
ing 'i. The v*ord used here properly de- 
notes an offering or gift of any kind ; but 
it is usually applied to an oblation, or 
offering made to God in the temple — a 
thank-offering, a sai^rifice. This is proba- 
bly its meaning here. He came to bring 
aiu to his needy countrymen, and an offer- 
ing to God; and it was, therefore, no part 
of his purpose to interfere with, or to pro- 
fane the worship of the temple. 

18. Certain Jews from Asia. ch. xxi. 27. 
IT Found me purified in the temple, ch. xxi. 
26, 27. They found me engaged in the 
sacred service of completing the observ- 
ance of my vow. ^ Neither with multi- 
tude. Not having introduced a multitude 
with me — in a quiet and peaceful man- 
ner. 

, 1 9. Who ougld to have been here, &c. 
They were the proper witnesses ; as they 
had stayed away, it showed that they 
were not prepared to undergo a strict 
examination. Paul, therefore, justly com- 
plains that the very persons who alone 
could testify against him were absent, 
and showed that there was really no 
vvell-founded charge against him. They 
alone could testify as to any thing that 
Dccurred in the temple ; and as tney 
were not present, that charge ought to 
be dismissed. 

20. Or eUe. Since they are lot here 
to witness against me in regard to what 
occurred in the temple, let these here 
present bear witness ag linst me, if they 
3an, in regard to any oilier part of my 
eonduct. This was a bold appeal, and 
4 showed hi.s full consciousness of inno- 
2 D 2 



doing in me, while I stood before 
the council ; 

21 Except it be for this one voice, 
that I cried standing among them, 
Touching the resurrection of the 
dead, I am called in question by 
you this day. 

22 And when Felix heard these 
things, having more perfect know- 



cence. '^ Let these same here say. The 
Jews who are here present. IT Any evil- 
doing. Any improper conduct, or any 
violation of the law. f While I stood 
before the council. The sanhedrim, ch 
xxiii. 1—10. As they were present there 
Paul admits that they were competent 
to bear witness to his conduct on that 
occasion ; and calls upon them to testify, 
if they could, to any impropriety in his 
conduct. 

21. Except it be for this one voice. For 
this one expression, or declaration. This 
was what Paul had said before the coun- 
cil — the main thing on which he had 
insisted, and he calls on them to testify 
to this, and to show, if they could, that in 
this i declaration he had been wrong, 
Chubb, and other infidels have supposed 
that iPaul here acknowledges that he was 
wrong in the declaration which he made, 
when he said, that he was called in 
question for the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead (ch. xxiii. 6), and his con- 
science reproached him for appearing to 
be time-serving, and for concealing the 
true cause of offence against him ; and 
for attempting to take advantage of their 
divisions of sentiment, and endeavouring 
to produce discord in the council. But 
against this interpretation we may urg^ 
the following considerations: (1.) Paul 
wished to fix their attention on the main 
thing which he had said before the coun- 
cil. (2.) It was true, as has been shown 
on the passage (xxiii. 1^10), that this 
was the principal doctrme which Paul 
had been defending. 3.) If they wero 
prepared to witness against him for hold- 
ing and teaching the resurrection of the 
dead as a false or evil doctrine, he called 
on them to do it. As this had been the 
only thing which they had witnessed be- 
fore tiie council, he calls on them to ten 
tify to what they knew only, and to show 
if they could, that this was wrong. 
IT Touching the resurrection, &c. Re- 
specting the resurrection, ch. xxiii. 6. 

22. Having more perfect Jcnoidedge of 
that way. Our translation of this verso 
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ledge of that way, he deferred 
them, and said, When Lysias « the 
chief captain shall come down, I 
will know the uttermost of youi 
matter. 

23 And he commanded a centu- 



THE ACTS. [A, B. 60 

rk)n to keep Paul, and to \^t him 
have liberty, * and that he should 
forbid none of his acquaintance to 
minister or to come unto him. 

24 And after certain days, when 
Felix came with his wife Drusilla, 

i6 c.27.3: 28.16. 



is very obscure, and critics are divided 
about the proper interpretation of the 
original. Many »,Erasmus, Luther, Mi- 
chaelis, Morus, &c.) render it, 'although 
he had a more perfect knowledge of the 
Christian doctrine than Paul's accusers 
had, yet he deferred the hearing of the 
cause tiil Lysias had come down.' They 
observe that he might have obtained this 
knowledge, not only from the letter of 
Lysias, but from public rumour, as there 
were doubtless Christians at Cesarea. 
They suppose that he deferred the cause, 
either with the hope of receiving a bribe 
from Paul (comp. ver. 26), or to gratify 
the Jews with his being longer detained 
as a prisoner. Others, among whom are 
Beza, Grotius, Rosenmuller, and Dod- 
dridge, suppose that it should be ren- 
dered, ' he deferred them, and said, after 
I have been more accurately informed 
■concerning this way, when Lysias has 
come down, I will hear the cause.' This 
is doubtless the true interpretation of the 
passage, and it is rendered more probable 
by the fact that Felix sent for Paul, and 
heard him concerning the faith of Christ 
(ver. 24), evidently with a design to make 
himself better acquainted with the 
charges against him, and the nature of 
his belief % Of that way. Of the 
Christian religion. This expression is 
repeatedly used by Luke to denote the 
Christian doctrine. Note, ch. ix. 2. 1 He 
deferred them. He put them off,* he 
postponed the decision of the case ; he 
adjourned the trial. IF When Lysias^ &c. 
Lysias had been ar^quainted with the ex- 
citement and its causes, and Felix regard- 
ed him as an important witness in regard 
to the true nature of the charges against 
Paul. IT / will know the uttermost, &c. 
I shall be fully informed and prepared to 
decide the cause. 

23. And he commanded, &c. It is evi- 
dent from this verse, that Felix was dis- 
posed to show Paulall the favours that 
were consistent with his safe keeping. 
He esteemed him to be a persecuted 
man, and doubtless regarded the charges 
Bgainst him as entirely malicious. What 
was Felix's motive in this cannot be cer- 
tainly known. Ft is not improbable, how- 



ever, that he detained him, (1 .) To gratily 
the Jews by keeping him in custody as 
if he were guilty; and, (2 ) That he hoped 
the friends of- Paul would give him 
money to release him. Perhaps it was 
for this purpose that he gave orders that 
his friends should have free access to 
him, that thus Paul might be furnished 
with the means of purchasing his free- 
dom. 

24. Felix came, with his wife Drusilla, 
Drusilla was the daughter of Herod 
Agrippa the elder, and was engaged to 
be married to Epiphanes, the son of king 
Antiochus, on condition that he w'ould 
embrace t^he Jewish religion ; but as he 
afterwards refused to do inat, the con- 
tract was broken off Afterwards she 
was given in marriage, by her brother 
Agrippa the younger, to Azizus king of 
Emesa, upon his consent to be circum- 
cised. VVhen Felix was governor of Ju- 
dea, he saw Drusilla, and fell in love 
with her, and sent to her Simon, one of 
his friends, a Jew, by birth a Cyprian, 
who pretended to be a magician, to en- 
deavour to persuade her to forsake her 
husband, and to marry Felix. According- 
ly, in order to avoid the envy of her sis- 
ter Bernice, who treated her ill on ac- 
count of her beauty, "she was prevailed 
on," says Josephus, " to transgress Ihe 
laws of her forefathers, and to marry 
Felix." Josephus, Antiq. b. xx. ch. vii. 
$ 1, 2. She was, therefore, living in 
adultery with him, and this was probably 
the reason why Paul dwelt in his dis- 
course before Felix particularly on " tem- 
perance," or chastity. Note, ver. 25. 
% He sent for Paul, and heard him. Per- 
haps he did this, in order to be more fully 
acquainted wdth the case which was sub- 
mitted to him. It is possible also that it 
might have been to gratify his wife, who 
was a Jewess, and who doubtless had a 
desire to be acquainted with the princi- 
ples of this new sect. It is certain 
also that one object which Felix had 
in this, was to let Paul see how de 
pendent he was on him, and to induce 
him to purchase his liberty. % Concern 
ing the faith in Christ. Concerning the 
Christian religion. Faith in Christ i*? 
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which was a Jewess, he sent for 
Paul, and heard him concerning the 
%ith in Christ. 

a Prov.16,12. Jer.22,15-17. Dan.4.27. Jno.16.8. 
b Prov.31.4,5. Dan.5.1-4. Hos.7.5. lPet.4.4, 



often used to denote the whole of Chris- 
tianity, as it is the leading and character- 
istic feature of the religion of the gospel. 
25. And as he reasoned. Greek, " And 
he discoursing." AiuKsyo,uivov Si avrov. 
No argument should be drawn from the 
word that is used here, to prove that Paul 
particularly appealed to reason, or that 
his discourse was argumenfMive. That it 
was so is, indeed, not improbable, from all 
that we know of the man, and from the 
topics on which he discoursed. But the 
word used here, means simply, as he dis- 
coursed, and is applied usually to making 
a public address, to preaching, &c. in 
whatever way it is done. Acts xvii. 2; 
xviii. 4. 19; xix. 8, 9; xxiv. 12. Felix 
and Drusilla intended this as a matter 
of entertainment or amusement. Paul 
readily obeyed their summons, as it gave 
him an opportunity to preach the gospel 
to them ; and as they desired his senti- 
ments in regard to the faith in Christ, he 
selected those topics which were adapted 
to their condition, and stated those princi- 
ples of the Christian religion which were 
fitted to arrest their attention, and lead 
them to repentance. Paul seized every 
opportunity of making known the gospel ; 
and whether a prisoner or at liberty; 
whether before princes, governors, kings, 
or common people, was equally prepared 
to defend the pure and holy doctrines of 
the cross. His boldness in this instance 
IS the more remarkable as he was de- 
nendent on Felix for his pardon. A time- 
server or an impostor would have chosen 
jRUch topics as would have conciliated the 
lavour of the judge, and procured his par- 
uon. He would have flattered his vanity 
or palliated his V'ces. But such an idea 
never seems to have occurred to Paul. 
His aim was to defend the truth ; and to 
save', if possible, the so-ils of Drusilla 
and of Felix. '^ Of righteousness. Us^t 
Si:(.:itQcrvvii5. Of justice. Not of the justice 
of God particularly, but of the nature 
and requirements of justice in the rela- 
tions of life, the relations which we sustain 
to God and to man. This was a proper 
topic with which to introduce his dis- 
course, as it Was the office of Felix to 
dispense justice between man and man; 
and as his administration was not remark- 
ftble for the exercise of that virtue. It is 
8¥icit?/it that he could be influenced by a 



25 And as he reasoned of "right- 
eousness, temperance, * and judg- 
ment ^ to come, Felix trembled, ** 



c Ps.50.3, 
20.12. 



i. Dafl.12.2. Matt.25.31-46. 2Cor.5,10. Rev. 
dPs.99.i. Is.S2.ll. Hab.3.l6. Heb.4.1,?8. 



bribe (ver. 26), and it was proper for Paul 
to dwell on this as designed to show him 
the guilt of his life, and his danger of 
meeting the justice of a Being who can- 
not be bribed, but who will dispense 
equal justice alike to the great and ht 
mean. That Paul dwelt also on the jus 
lice of God, as the moral governor of the 
world, may also be presumed. The ap- 
prehension of thai justice, and the re- 
membrance of his own guilty life, tended 
to produce the alarm of Felix, and to 
make him tremble. IT Temperance, iyy-^a. 
rsixg. The word temperance we now use 
commonly to denote moderation, or re- 
straint in regard to eating and drinking, 
particularly to abstinence from the use of 
ardent spirits. But this is not its meaning 
here. There is no reason to suppose that 
Fells? was intemperate in the use of intoxi- 
cating liquors. The original word here de- 
notes a restraint of all the passions and evil 
inclinations ; and may be applied to pru 
dence, chastity, and moderation in gene 
ral. The particular thing in the life of 
Felix which Paul had probably in view, 
was the indulgence of licentious desire.?, 
or incontinence. He was living in adul- 
tery with Drusilla; and for this, Paul 
wished doubtless to bring him to repent- 
ance. IT And judgment to come. The 
universal judgment; the judgment that 
was to come on all transgressors. On 
this topic Paul also dwelt when he 
preached before the Areopagus at Athens. 
Acts xvii. 31. These topics we're admi- 
rably adapted to excite the alarm of both 
Felix and Drusilla. It evinced great bold- 
ness and faithfulness in Paul to selec* 
them ; and the result showed that he cor 
rectly judged of the kind of truth which 
was adapted to alarm the fears o^ his 
guilty auditor. IT Felix trembled. In view 
of his past sins, and in the apprehension 
of the judgment to come. The Greei* 
(?>(po/3os) does not denote that his bodj 
was agitated or shaken, but only that he 
was alarmed, or terrified. That such fear 
usually shakes the frame, we know ; but 
it is not certain that the body of Felix 
was thus agitated. He was alarmed and 
terrified ; and looked with deep apprehen- 
sion to the coming judgment. This was 
a remarkable instance of the effect^ of 
truth on the mind of a mammaccustomed 
to such alarms, and nnused to hear sucii 
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and answered, Go ° thy way for 
this time; when I have a con- 

a Prov.l. 24-32. Matl.22.5j 25.1-10. 



truth. It shows the power of conscience, 
when thus under the preaching of a pri- 
soner, the judge should be thrown into 
violent alarm. IT And answered, Go thy 
way, &c. How different is this answer 
from that of the jailor of Phihppi when 
alarmed in a similar manner. He asked, 
" what must I do to be saved ?" and was 
directed to him in whom he found peace 
from a troubled conscience. Acts xvi. 
30, 31. Felix was troubled ; but instead 
of asking what he should do, he sent the 
messenger of God away. He was evi- 
dently not prepared to break off his sins, 
and turn to God. He sought peace by 
sending away his reprover ; and mani- 
festly intended then to banish the subject 
from his mind. Yet, like others, he did 
not intend to banish it altogether. He 
looked forward to a time when he should 
be more at leisure; when the cares of 
office should press less heavily on his at- 
tention ; or when he should be more dis- 
posed to attend to it. Thus multitudes, 
when they are alarmed, and see their 
guilt and danger, resolve to defer it to a 
more convenient time. One man is en- 
gaged in a career of pleasure, and it is 
not 710W a convenient time to attend to 
his soul's salvation. Another is pressed 
with business ; with the cares of life ; 
with a plan of gain ; with the labours of 
office, or of a profession, and it is not now 
a convenient time for him to attend to re- 
hgion. Another supposes that his time 
of life is not the most convenient. His 
youth he desires to spend in pleasure, and 
waits for a more convenif'nt time in mid- 
dle age. His middle life he spends in 
business, and the toils of the world, and 
, this is not a convenient time. Such a 
period he expects then to find in old age. 
But as age advances, he finds an increas- 
ing disposition to defer it; he is still indis- 
posed to attend to it; still m love with 
the world. Even old age is seldom found 
to be a convenient time to prepare for 
hoaven; and it is deferred from one pe- 
riod of life to another, till death closes 
the scene. — It has been commonly sup- 
posed and said that Felix never found 
that more convenient time to call for 
Paul. That he did not embrace the 
Christian religion, and forsake his sins, is 
probable, nay, almost certain. But it ks 
not. true that be did not take an opportr 
aity of hearing Paul further on the sub- 
ject; for it is said that he sent for him 



venient season, 1 wil call for thee 
26 He hoped also that money 



often, and communed with him. But 
though Felix found this opportunity, yet 
(1.) We have no reason to suppose that 
the main thing — the salvation of his soul 
ever again occupied his attention. There 
is no evidence that he was again alarmed 
or awakened, or that he had any further 
solicitude on the subject of his sins. He 
had passed for ever the favourable time ; 
the golden moments when he might have 
secured the salvation of his soul. (2.) 
Others have no right to supjwse that their 
lives will be lengthened out that they 
may have any further opportunity to at- 
tend to the subject of religion. (3.) When 
a sinner is awakened, and sees his past 
sins, if he rejects the appeal to his con- 
science then, and defers it to a more con- 
venient opportunity, he hes no reason to 
expect that his attention will ever bs 
again called with deep interest to the 
subject. He may live ; but he may live 
without the strivings of the Holy Spirit 
When a man has once deliberately reject- 
ed the offp.rs of mercy; when he has 
trifled with the influences of the Spirit of 
God, he has no right or reaso7i to expect 
that that Spirit will ever strive with him 
again. Such, we have too much reason 
to fear, was the case with Felix. Though 
he often saw Paul again, :ind " communed 
with him,'' yet there is no account Jha 
he was again alarmed or awakened 
And thus sinners often attend on the 
means of grace after they have grieved 
the Holy Spirit ; they listen to the doc- 
trines of the gospel, they hear its appeals, 
and its warnings, but tliey have no feel- 
ing, no interest; and die in their sins. 
'^ A more convenient time. Greek, 'Taking 
time.' I will take a time for this. ^^ I will 
call for thee. To hear thee further on this 
subject. This he did. ver. 26. It is re- 
markable that Drusilla was not alarmed 
She was as much involved in guilt as 
Felix ; but she, being a Jewess, had beer- 
accustomed to hear of a future judgment, 
until it caused in her mind no alarm. 
Perhaps also she depended on the rites 
and ceremonies of her religion as a suffi- 
cient expiation for her sins. She miglit 
have been resting on those false depen 
dencies which go to free ihe conscience 
from a sense of guilt, and which thus be 
guile and destroy the soul. 

26. He hoped also. He thought that by 
giving him access to his friends, and by 
often meeting him himself, and showin« 
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should have been given him of 
Paul, that he might loose him : 
wherefore he sent for him the 
oftener, and communed with 
him. 
2/ But after two years, Porcius 



kindness, Paul might be induced to at- 
tempt to purchase his freedom with a 
bribe. IT That money should have been 
given him of Paul, That Paul would 
give him money to procure a release. 
This shows the character of Felix. He 
was desirous of procuring a bribe. Paul 
had proved his mnocence, and should 
have been at once released. But Felix 
was influenced by avarice ; and he there- 
fore detained Paul m custody, with thehope 
that, virearied with confinement, he would 
seek his release by a bribe. But Paul 
offered no bribe. He knew what was 
justice; and he would not be guilty, 
therefore, of attempting to purchase what 
was his due, or of gratifying a man who 
prostituted his high office for the purpose 
of gain. The Roman governors in the 
provinces were commonly rapacious and 
avaricious, Uke Felix. They usually took 
the office for the purpose of its pecuniary 
advantage, and they consequently usually 
disregarded justice, and made the pro- 
curing of money their leading object. 
IT He sent for him the oftener. It may seem 
remarkable that he did not fear again be- 
ing alarmed. But the hope of money 
overcame all this. And having once re- 
sisted the reasoning of Paul, and the striv- 
ings of the Spirit of God, he seems to have 
had no further alarm or anxiety. He 
could again hear the same man, and the 
same truth, unaffected. When sinners 
have once grieved God's Spirit, they often 
sit with unconcern under the same truth 
which once alarmed them, and become 
entirely hardened and unconcerned. IT 
And communed with him. And conversed 
with him. 

27. But after two years. Paul was un- 
justly detained during all this time. The 
hope of Felix seems to have been to 
weary his patience, and induce him to 
purchase his freedom. IT Came into Fe- 
lix's room. As governor. IT And Felix 
willing to show the Jews a pleasure. De- 
•sirous of pleasing them, even at the ex- 
pense of justice. This shows the princi- 
ple on which he acted. IT Left Paul 
bound. Left him in custody to the charge 
of his successor. His object in this was 
.0 conciliate tha Jews ; that is, to secure 
Jieir fiivour, and to prevent them, if pos- 



Festus came mto Felix's room: 
and Felix, willing' to shew ° the 
Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound. 

CHAPTER XXV. 
TVFOW when Festus was ccme 
■^^ into the province, after three 

a Mark 15.15. c.25.9. 

sible, from accusing him for the evils of 
his administration before the emperor. 
The account which Luke gives here 
coincides remarkably with that whicn 
Josephus has given. He says, that Por- 
cius Festus was sent as successor to Fe- 
lix by Nero. He does not indeed men- 
tion Paul, or say that Felix sought to con- 
ciliate the favour of the Jews. But he 
gives such an account as to make the 
statement by Luke perfectly consistent 
with his character while in office. He 
informs us that Felix was unpopular, and 
that there was reason to apprehend that 
the Jews would accuse him before the 
emperor ; and, therefore, the statement in 
the Acts, that he would be willing to show 
the Jews a favour, is in perfect keeping 
with his character and circumstances, 
and is one of those undesigned coinci 
deuces, which, show that the author of the 
Acts was fully acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of the time, and that his his- 
tory is true. The account in Josephus is, 
that " when Porcius Festus was sent as 
successor to Felix by Nero, the principal 
inhabitants of Cesarea went up to Rome 
to accuse Felix; and he had been cer- 
tainly brought to punishment, unless 
Nero had yielded to the importunate soli- 
citations of his brother Palias, who was 
at that time had in the greatest honour 
by him." Antiq, b. xx. ch. viii. $ 9. The 
plan of Felix, therefore, in suppressing 
the enmity of the Jews, and conciliating 
their favour by injustice to Paul, did not 
succeed ; and is one of those instances, so 
numerous in the world, where a man 
gains nothing by wickedness. He sought 
money from Paul by iniquity, and failed , 
he sought by injustice to obtain the 
favour of the Jews, and failed in that 
also. And the inference from the whole 
transaction is, that " honesty is th-" best 
policy," and that man in any office snould 
pursue a course of firm, and constant, and 
undeviating integrity. 

CHAPTER XXV. 
L Now when Festus was come. Note 
ch. xxiv. 27. IT Into the province. The 
province of Judea ; for Judea at that 
time was a Roman province. IT After 
three days. Having remained three days 
at Cesarea. IT He ascended. This was 
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days he ascended from Cesarea to 
"Perusal era. 

2 Then the high-priest and the 
chief of the Jews informed him 
against Paul, and besought him, 

3 And desired favour against 
him, that he would send for him 
to Jerusalem, laying * wait in the 
way to kill him. 



the usual language which described a 
journey to Jerusalem. Thus the Eng- 
lish people speak of go'ms up to London, 
because it is the capita JSee Note, ch. 
XV. 1. *il 7'o Jerusalem. The governors 
of Judea at this time usually resided at 
Cesarea ; but as Jerusalem had been the 
former capital ; as it was still the seat of 
the religious solemnities; as the sanhe- 
drim held its meetings there; and as the 
great, and rich, and learned men, and the 
priests resided there, it is evident that a 
full knowledge of the state of the pro- 
vince could be obtained only there. Fes- 
tus therefore, having entered on the du- 
ties of his office, early went to Jerusalem 
to make himself acquainted with the af- 
fairs of the nation. 

2. Then the high-priest. The high- 
priest at this time was Ismael, the son of 
Fabi. He had been promoted to that 
office by Agrippa. Josephus' Antiq. b. 
X'x. ch. viii. $ 8. It is probable, however, 
that the person here intended was Ana- 
nias, who had been high-priest, and who 
would retain the name. Notes, ch. xxiii, 
2. Some MSS. read high-priests here in 
the plural number, and this reading is ap- 
proved by Mill and Griesbach. There 
is, however, no improbability in suppos- 
ing that the high-priest Ismael might 
have been also as much enraged agamst 
Paul as the others. IF Informed him 
against Paul. Informed him of the accu- 
sation against him ; and doubtless en- 
deavoured to prejudice the mind of Fes- 
tus against him. They thus showed their 
unrelenting disposition. It might have 
been supposed that after two years this 
unjust prosecution would be abandoned 
and forgotten. But malice does not thus 
forget its object; and the spirit of perse- 
cution is not thus satisfied. It is evident 
that there was here every probability 
that injustice would be done to Paul, and 
that the mind of Festus would be biassed 
against him He was a stranger to Paul, 
and to the e!iibittered feelings of the 
Jewuib character. He v^ouid vvish to 



4 Bat Festus answered, that 
Paul should be kept at Cesarea, 
and that he himseU' would depart 
shortly tfiither. 

5 Let them therefore, said 1 p, 
which among you are able, go 
down with me, and accuse this 
man, if there be any wickedness 
in him. 



conciliate their favour on entering on the 
duties of his office. And a strong repre- 
sentation therefore, made by the chief 
men of the nation, would be likely to 
prejudice him violently against Paul, and 
to unfit him for the exercise of impartial 
justice. 

3. And desired favour against him. 
Desired the favour of Ffstus, that they 
might accomplish their wicked purpose 
on Paul. IT Would send for him to Jeru- 
salem. Probably under a pretence that 
he might be tried by the sanhedrim'; or 
perhaps they wished Festus to hear the 
cause there, and to decide it while 
he was at Jerusalem. Their real motive 
is immediately stated. ^ Lyi7ig wail in 
the way to hill him. That is, they woula 
lie in wait, or they would employ a band 
of Sirarii, or assassins, to take his life on 
the journey. See Notes, ch. xxi. 38 : 
xxiii. 12. It is altogether probable that ii 
this request had been granted, Paul 
would have been killed. But God had 
promised him that he should bear witness 
to the truth at Rome (ch. xxiii. 11), and 
his providence was remarkable in thus 
influencing the mind of the Roman gover- 
nor, and defeating the plans of the Jew- 
ish council. 

4. But Festus answered, &c. What in- 
duced Festus to refuse their request, is 
not known. It is probable, however, that 
he was apprized that Paul was a Roman 
citizen, and that his case could not come 
before the Jewish sanhedrim, but must 
be heard by himself As Cesarea was 
also at that time the residence of the Ro- 
man governor, and the jilace of holding 
the courts, and as Paul was lodged there 
safely, there did not appear any sufficient 
reason for removing him to Jerusalem for 
trial. Festus, however, granted them all 
that they could reasonably ask, and as- 
sured them that he should have a speedy 
trial. 

5. Which among you are able. Enjoy 
all the advantages of just trial, and ex 
hibit your accusations with all thy learn 
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6 And when jUe had tarried 
among them ' more than ten days, 
he went down unto Cesarea; and 
the next day sitting in the judg- 
ment-seat, commanded Paul to be 
brought. 

7 And when he was come, the 
Jews which came down from Jeru- 
salem stood round about, and laid 
many and grievous complaints 
against Paul, which^ they could 
not prove. 

1 or, as some copies reid, no more than eight or (en 
days. 

ing and talent in your power. This was 
all that they could reasonably ask at his 
hands. 

6. More than ten days. See the margin. 
The Syriac reads it, '"eight or ten.' The 
Vulgate, ' not more than eight or ten/ 
The Coptic, * eight or ten.' Griesbach 
supposes this to be the ti-ue reading, and 
has admitted it into the text. ^ Silting 
in the judgment-seat. On the tribunal ; 
or holding a court for the trial of Paul. 
"^Commanded Paul to he brought. To be 
brought up for trial. He had been secur- 
ed, but was placed in the care of a sol- 
dier, vvho was commanded to let him 
have all the freedom that was consistent 
with his security. 

7. Grievous complaints. Heavy accu- 
sations. Doubtless the same with which 
they had charged him before Felix, ch. 
Axiv. 6, 6. Comp. ch. xxv. 19. IT Which 
they could not prove, ch. xxiv. 13. 19. 

8. While he answered, &c. See this 
answer more at length in ch. xxiv. 
10 — 21. As the accusations against him 
were the same now as then, he made to 
them the same reply. 

9. But Festus, willing to do the Jews a 
pkasure. Desirous of securing their fa- 
73ur, as he had just entered on his ad- 
ministration. Comp. ch. xxiv. 27. In 
this he evinced rather a desire of popu- 
larity than an inclination to do justice. 
Had he been dis{)osed to do right at once, 
he would have immediately discharged 
Paul. Festus perceived that the case 
was one that did not come fairly within 
the jurisdiction of a Roman magistrate; 
ihat it pertained solely to the customs and 
questions among the Jews (ver. 18— ^20) ; 
and he therefore proposed that the case 
should be tried before him at Jerusalem, 
[t is remarkable, however, that he had 
such a sense of justice, and law, as not to 
,^\^Wej the case to gq» out of his own 



8 While he answered lor him 
self, Neither against the laws of 
the Jews, neither against the tern* 
pie, nor yet against Cesar, have 1 
offended any thing at all. 

9 But Festus, willing to do the 
Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, 
and said, Wilt thou go up to Jeru- 
salem, and there be judged of these 
things before me ? 

10 Then said Paul, I stand it 
Cesar's judgment-seat, where I 

aP8.35.11. Matt.5.U,12. c.24.5,13. 



hands. He proposed still to hear the 
cause, but asked Paul whether he was 
willing that it should be tried at Jerusa- 
lem? As the question which he asked 
Paul, was one on which he was at liberty 
to take his own course, and as Paul hati 
no reason to expect that his going to Jeru- 
salem would facilitate the cause of jus- 
tice, it is not remarkable that he declined 
the offer, as perhaps Festus supposed he 
would. 

10. Then said Paid, &c. The reasons, 
why Paul declined the proposal to be 
tried at Jerusalem are obvious. He had 
experienced so much violent persecution 
from his countr/men; and their minds 
were so " full of prejudice, misconcep- 
tions, and enmity, that he had neither 
justice nor favour to hope at their hands. 
He knev/ too that they had formerly 
plotted against his life, and that he had 
been removed to Cesarea for the purpose 
of safety. It would be madness and 
folly to throw himself again into theii 
hands, or to give them another opportu- 
nity to form a plan against his life. As 
he was, therefore, under no obligation to 
return to Jerusalem; and as Festus did 
not propose it because it could be sup- 
posed that justice v»'ould be promoted by 
it, but to gratify the Jews, Paul prudently 
declined the proposal, and appealed to 
the Roman emperor. IF Island at Cesar's 
judgment-seat. The Roman emperors 
after Julius Cesar were all called Cesar; 
thus, Augustus Cesar, Claudius Cesar. 
&c., as all the kings of Egypt were called 
Pharaoh, though they had each his pro- 
per name, as Pharaoh Necho, &c. The 
emperor at this time (a. d. 60) was Ne- 
ro, one of the most cruel and impious 
men that ever sat on a throne. It was 
under him that Paul was afterwards 
beheaded. When Pau^ says, "I .stand 
■Xt Cesar's judgment-seat,' he means \i''' 
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ought to be judged : to the Jews 
have I done no wrong, as thou very 
well knowest. 
11 For if I be an ofFendex, or 

say that he regarded the tribunal be- 
fore which he then stood, and on which 
Festus sat, as really the judgment-seat 
of Cesar. The procurator, or governor, 
held his commission from the Roman 
emperor, and it was, in fact, his tribu- 
nal. Tlie reason why Paul made this 
declaration, may be thus expressed: 'I 
am a Roman citizen. I have a right 
to justice. I am under no obligation to 
put myself again in the hands of the 
Jews. I have a right to a fair and im- 
partial trial ,• and I claim the protection 
and privileges which all Roman citizens 
have before their tribunals ; the right of 
a fair and just trial.' It was, therefore, 
a severe rebuke of Festus for proposing 
to depart from the known justice of the 
Roman laws; and, for the sake of popu- 
larity, proposing to him to put himself in 
the hands of his enemies. IT Where 1 
ought to be judged. Where I have a right 
to demand and expect justice. I have 
a right to be tried where courts are 
usually held, and according to all the 
forms of equity which are usually ob- 
served. ^ I have done no wrong. I have 
not injured their persons, property, cha- 
racter, or religion. This was a bold ap- 
peal which his consciousness of inno- 
cence, and the whole course of proceed- 
ings enabled him to make, without the 
possibility of their gainsaying it. % As 
thou very well knowest. Festus knew, 
probably, that Paul had been tried by 
Fehx, and that nothing was proved 
against him. He had now seen the 
spirit of the Jews, and the cause why 
they A-raigned him. He had given Paul 
a trif- ., and had called on the Jews to 
adduce their " able" men to accuse him, 
and after all, nothing had been proved 
against him. Festus knew therefore that 
he was innocent. This abundantly ap- 
pears also from his own confession, ver. 
18, 19. As he knew this, and as Festus 
was proposing to depart from the regular 
course of justice for the sake of popu- 
larity, it was proper for Paul to use the 
strong language of rebuke, and to claim 
what he knew Festus did not dare to 
deny him, the protection of the Roman 
laws. Conscious innocence may be bold ; 
and Christians have a right to insist on 
impartial justice, and the protection of 
the laws. Alas, how many magistrates 
there have been like Festus, who, when 



have committed any thing worthy 
of death, 1 refuse not to die; but 
if there be none of these things 
whereof these accuse me, no man 



Christians have been arraigned before 
them, have been fully satisfied of their 
innocence, but who, for the sake of popu 
larity, have departed from all the rules 
of law, and all the claims of justice 

11. For if I be an offender. If I have 
injured the Jews so as to deserve death. 
If it can be proved that I have done in- 
jury to any one. IT / refuse not to die. I 
have no wish to escape justice. I do 
not wish to evade the laws, or to take 
advantage of any circumstances to screen 
me from just punishment. Faul's whole 
course showed that this vias the noble 
spirit which actuated him. JNio true 
Christian wishes to escape from the laws 
He will honour them, and not seek to 
evade them. But, like other men, he 
has rights ; and he may and should in- 
sist that justice should be done. IT No 
man may deliver me unto them, ^o man 
shall be allowed to do it. This bold 
and confident declaration Paul could 
makei, because he knew what the law 
required, and he knew that Festus would 
not dare to deliver him uj) contrary to 
the law. Boldness is not incompatible 
with Christianity; and innocence, when 
its rights are invaded, is always bold. 
Jesus firmly asserted his rights when on 
trial {John xviii. 23), and no man is under 
obligation to submit to be trampled on 
by an unjust tribunal in violation of the 
laws. TT / appeal unto Cesar. I appeal 
to the Roman emperor, and carry my 
cause directly before him. By the Vale- 
rian, Porcian, and Sempronian laws, it 
had been enacted, that if any magistrate 
should be about to beat, or to put to 
death any Roman citizen, the accused 
could appeal to the Roman people, and 
this appeal carried the cause to Rome. 
The law was so far changed under the 
emperors, that the cause should be car 
ried before the emperor, instead of the 
people. Every citizen had the right of 
this appeal; and when it was made, the 
accused was sent to Rome for trial. Thus 
Pliny (Ep. 10. 97) says, that those Chris- 
tians who were accused, and who, being 
Roman citizens, appealed to C^sar, he 
sent to Rome to ^e tried. The reasoii 
why Paul made this appeal was, that he 
saw that justice would not be done him 
by the Roman governor. He had been 
tried by Fehx, and justice had been de- 
nied him, and he'was detained a prieonej 
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1 ap- 



may deliver me unto them, 
peal " unto Cesar. 

12 Then Festus, when he had 
conferred with the council, answer- 
ed, Hast thou appealed unto Ce- 
sar l unto Cesar shalt thou go. 



in violation of law, to gratify the Jews ; 
he had now been tried by Festus, and 
aaw that he was pursuing the same 
course ; and he resolved, therefore, to 
assert his rights, and remove the cause 
far from Jerusalem, and from the preju- 
diced men in that city, at once to Home. 
It was. in this mysterious way that Paul's 
long cherished desire to see the Roman 
church, and to preach the gospel there, 
was to be gratified. Comp. Note on 
Rora. i. 9 — 11. For this he had prayed 
long (Rom. i. 10 ; xv. 23, 24), and now at 
length this purpose was to be fulfilled. 
God answers prayer; but it is often in a 
way which we little anticipate. He so 
orders the train of events ; he so places 
us amidst a press of circumstances, that 
the desire is granted in a way which we 
could never have anticipated, but which 
shows in the best manner that he is a 
hearer of prayer. 

12. When he had conferred with the 
council. With his associate judges, or 
with those who were his counsellors in 
the administration of justice. They were 
made up of the chief persons, probably 
military as well as civil, who were about 
him, and who were his assistants in the 
administration of the affairs of the pro- 
vince. IT Unto Cesar shalt thou go. He 
was willing in this way to rid himself 
of this trial, and of the vexation attend- 
ing it. He did not dare to deliver him 
to the Jews in violation of the Roman 
laws ; and he was not willing to do jus- 
tice to Paul, and thus make himself un- 
popular with the Jews. He was, there- 
fore, probably rejoiced at the opportunity 
of thus freeing himself from all the trou- 
ble in the case, in a manner against which 
none could object. 

13. And after certain days, king Agrip- 
pa. This Agrippa was the son of Herod 
Agrippa (Acts xii. 1), and great grandson 
of Herod the Great. His mother's name 
was Cypres. Josephus' Jewish Wars, b. 
ii. ch. xi. § 6. When his father died, he 
was at Rome with the emperor Claudius, 
losephus says that the emperor was in- 
clined to bestow upon liim all his father's 
dominions, but was dissuaded by his min- 
isters The reason of this was that it 

9E 



13 And after certain dajs, king 
Agrippa and Bernice came unta 
Cesarea, to salute Festus. 

14 And when they had been 
there rnany days, Festus declared 
Paul's cause unto the king, saying, 



was thought imprudent to bestow so 
large a kingdom on so young a man, and 
one so inexperienced. Accordingly, 
Claudius sent Cuspius Fad us to be Pro- 
curator of Judea, and of the entire king- 
dom. Josephus' Antiq. b. xix. ch. ix. % 2. 
When Herod, the brother of his father 
Agrippa the Great, died \n the eighth 
year of the reign of Claudius, his king- 
dom — the kingdom of Chalcis, was be- 
stowed by Claudius on Agrippa. Jose- 
phus' Antiq. b. xx. ch. v. § 2. Afterwards 
he bestowed on him the tetrarchy of 
Philip and Batanea, and added to it Tra- 
chonitis with Abila. Antiq. b. xx. ch 
vii. $ 1. After the death of Claudius, 
Nero his successor added to his domin- 
ions Julias in Perea, and a part of Gali- 
lee. Agrippa had been brought up at 
Rome J and was strongly attached to the 
Romans. When the troubles commenced 
in Judea which ended in the destruction 
of Jerusalem, he did all that he could to 
presci've peace and order, but in vain. 
He afterwards joined his troops with 
those of the Romans, and assisted them 
at the destruction of Jerusalem. After 
the captivity of that city, he went to 
Rome with his sister Bernice, where he 
ended his days. He died at the age of 
seventy j^ears, about A. D. .90. His man 
ner of Uving with his sister, gave occa- 
sion to reports respecting him very little 
to his advantage. % And Bernice. She 
was sister of Agrippa. She had been 
married to Herod, king of Chalcis, her 
own uncle by her father's side. After 
his death, she proposed to Polemon king 
of Pontus and part of Cilicia, that if he 
would become circumcised she would 
marry him. He complied, but she did 
not continue long with him. After she 
lefl him, she returned to her brother 
Agrippa with whom she lived m a man- 
ner such as to excite scandal. Josephus 
directly charges ner with incest with her 
brother Agrippa. Antiq. b. xx. ch. vii. 
^3. *^ To salute Festus. To show hmi 
respect as the governor of Judea. 

14. Feztus declared Paul's cause. He 
did this, probably, because Agripj>a being 
a^ Jew, would be supposed to be interest 
ed in the case. It was natural that this 
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There is a certain man left in bonds 
by Felix. 

15 About who 'a, when ° I was 
at Jerusalem, the chief priests and 
the eiders of the Jews informed 
me^ desiring io have judgment 
against him. 

16 To whom I answered, It is 
not the manner of the Romans to 
deliver any man to die, before that 
he which is accused have the ac- 
cusers face to face, and have li- 
cense to answer for himself con- 



THH ACTK. [A. ly.Qy^ 

cerning the crime laid againsl 
him. 

17 Therefore when * they were 
come hither, without any delay on 
the morrow I sat on the judgment- 
seat, and commanded the man to be 
brought forth. 

18 Against whom, when the 
accusers stood up, they brought 
none accusation of such things as 1 
supposed : 

19 But " had certain questicns 
against him of their own supersti- 

h ver.G. c c.18.15. 



trial should be a topic of conversation, 
and perhaps Festus might be disposed to 
ask what way proper to be done in such 
cases. IT Left in bonds. Greek, " a 
prisoner." Seor/^tog. He was left in ousto- 
dyr probably in the keeping of a soldier, 
ch. xxiv. 23. 27. 

15 About v}hom, &c. See ver. 1 — 5 
IT To have judgment against him. To 
have him condemned. 

16. It is not the manner, &c. He hei'e 
states ttie reasons which he gave to the 
Jews for not delivering Paul into their 
hands. In ver. 4, 6. we have an account 
of the fact that he would not accede to 
the requests of the Jews; and he here 
states that the reason of his refusal was, 
that it was contrary to the Roman law. 
Appian in his Roman, history says, " it is 
not their custom to condemn men before 
they are heard." Philo de Frsssi. Rom. 
says the same thing. In Tacitus (Annal. 
'].), it is said, "a defendant is not to be 
prohibit3d from adducmg all things, by 
which his innocence may be estabUshed." 
It was for this, that the equity of the 
Roman jurisprudence was celebrated 
throughout the world. We may remark 
that it is a subject of sincere gratitude to 
the God of our nation, that this privilege 
»s enjoyed in the highest perfection in 
this land. It is the privilege of eveiy 
man here to be heard ; to know the 
charges against him; to be confronted 
with the witnesses : to make his defence ; 
and to be «iried by the /aws, and not by 
the passions and caprices of men. In this 
respect our jurisprudence surpasses all 
that Rome ever enjoyed ; and is not in- 
ferior to that of the most favoured nation 
of the earth. IT To deliver. To give 
him up as a favour (%£«<?/<^£(r3-M<), to popu- 
lar clamour and caprice. Yet our Sa- 
viour, in violation of the Roman laws, was 
Ihus given up by Pilate. Matt, xxvii 



18 — 25. ^ Have ike accuserafa.ee to fact 
That he may know who they are, and 
hear their accusations, and refute them. 
Nothing contributes more to justice than 
this. Tyrants suffer men to be accused 
without knowing v^ho the accusers are, 
and without an opportunity of meeting 
the charges. It is one great principle of 
modern jurisprudence, that the accused 
may know the accusers, and be permitted 
to confront the witnesses, and adduce all 
the testimony possible in his own de- 
fence. IT And have license. Greek, ' place 
of apology,' may have the liberty of de- 
fending himself 

17. Therefore when they were come 
hither, &c. See ver. 6. 

18. None accusation, &c. No charge as 
I expected of a breach of the peace ; of 
a violation of the Roman law ; of atro- 
cious crime. It was natural that Festus 
should suppose that they would accuse 
Paul of some such offence. He had been 
arraigned before Felix ; had been two 
years in custody ; and the Jews were ex- 
ceedingly violent against him, All this, 
Festus would presume, must have arisen 
from some flagrant and open violation of 
the laws. 

19. But had certain questions. Certaii? 
inquiries, or litigated and disputed sub- 
jects ; certain points of dispute in which 
they differed. Zy^^r]lxaTa,^^vii. % Of their 
own superstition. A£<cr<^:«j^ov/M?. This 
word properly denotes the worship, ot 
fear of demons ; but was applied by the 
Greeks and Romans to the worship of 
their gods. It is the same v^ord whi(h is 
used in Acts xvii. 22. where it is used w. a 
good, sense. See Note on that place 
There are two reasons for thinking that 
Festus used the word here in a good sense, 
and not in the sense in which we use the 
word superstition. (1.; It Was the v\ord 
by W'hich the worship of the Greeks and 
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tioii, and of one Jesus, which was 
dead, whom Paul affirmed to be 
alive. 

20 And because ' 1 doubted of 
such manner of questions, I asked 
him whether he would go to Jeru- 
salem, and there be judged of these 
matters. 

21 But when Paul had appealed 
to be reserved unto the ^ hearing 
of Augustus, I commanded him to 
be kept till I might send him to 
■Jesar. 

• or, 7 was doubtful how to inquire hereof, 3 or, 
udgment. 

iiomans, and, therefore, of Festus him- 
self, was denoted, and he would naturally 
ase it in a similar sense in applying it to 
ihe Jews. He would wish simply to de- 
joribe their worship in such language as 
le was accustomed to use when speaking 
)f religion. (2.) He knew that Agrippa 
ft^as a Jew. Festus would not probably 
jpeak of the religion of his royal guest as 
mperstition, but would speak of it with 
espect. He meant, therefore, to say 
«imply, that they had certain inquiries 
bout their own religion; but accused 
jim of no crime against the Roman laws, 
f And of one Jesus, which was dead. Gr. 
Of one dead Jesus.' It is evident that 
. estus had no belief that Jesus had been 
aised up ; and in this he would expect 
hat Agrippa would concur with him. 
Paul had admitted that Jesus had been 
put to death ; but he maintained that he 
had been raised from the dead. As Fes- 
tus did not believe this, he spoke of it 
with the utmost contempt. •* They had a 
dispute about one dead Jesus, whom 
Paul affirmed to be alive.' In this man- 
ner a Roman magistrate could speak of 
fhe glorious truth of the Christian reli- 
gion; and this shows the spirit with which 
the great mass of philosophers and states- 
men regarded its doctrinea. 

20. And because I doubted of such man- 
ner of questions. See the margin. Be- 
cause I hesitated about the right way of 
disposing of them ; because 1 was igno- 
rant of their nature and bearing, I pro- 
posed to go to Jerusalem, that the matter 
might be there mo/e fully investigated, 
it is obvious, that if Paul was not found 
guilty of any violation of the laws, he 
should have been at once discharged. 
Some interpreters understand this as af- 
firmtngthat he was not satisfied about the 
question of Paul's innocence, or certain 
"vhether he ought to besetatlibertvornot. 



22 Then Agrippa said unto Fes- 
tus, I v/ould also hear the man my 
self. To-morrow, said he. the u ishail 
hear him. 

23 And on the morrow, when 
Agrippa was come, and Bernice, 
with great '^ pomp, and was entered 
into the place of hearing, with the 
chief captains, and principal men 
of the city, at Festus' command- 
ment Paul * was brought forth. 

24 And Festus said. King Agrip- 
pa, and all men which are here 

aEzek.7.24. Z;c.9.15. 

21. But v)hen he had appealed, ver. IJ. 
IT To be reserved. To be kept; not to be 
tried at Jerusalem, but to be sent to Rom9 
for trial. IT Unto the hearing. Margin, " the 
judgment." That August^is might hear 
and decide the cause. IT Of Augustus. 
The reigning emperor at this time was 
Nero. The name Augustus i^aSua-rog) 
properly denotes that which is venei-' 
able, or worthy of honour and reverence. 
It was first applied to Cesar Octavia- 
nus, who was the Roman emperor in the 
time when our Saviour was born, and 
who is usually called Augustus Cesar 
But the title continued to be used of his 
successors in office, as denoting the vene- 
ration or reverence which was due to the 
rank of emperor. 

22. Then Agrippa said, &c. Agrippa 
doubtless had heard much of the fame 
of Jesus, and of the new sect of Chris 
tians; and probably he was induced by 
mere curiosity to hear what Paul could 
say in explanation and defence of the 
doctrine of Christianity. This wish of 
Agrippa gave occasion to the noblest de- 
fence which was ever made before any 
tribunal, and to as splendid eloquence as 
can he found any where in any language 
See ch. xxvi. 

2'^. With great pomp. Gr. " With much 
phantasy" {(pavratriag} ; with much show, 
parade, and splendour. It was an occa- 
sion on which he could exhibit much of 
the splendour of royalty, and he chose to 
do it. IT Into the place of hearing. The 
court-room ; or the place where the judges 
heard and tried causes. ^ With the chief 
captains. Gr. The chi^^j'archs ; the com- 
manders of a thousand men. It means 
he-re, that the military officers were as- 
sembled IT The principal men of the 
city. The civil officers, or the men of 
reputation and influence. 

24. Ha\)e dealt with me. Have appeared 
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present with us, ye see this man, 
about whom all " the multitude of 
the Jews have dealt with me, both 
at Jerusalem, and also here, crying- 
that ^ he ousfht not to live any 
longer. 

25 But when I found that he had 
committed nothing " worthy of 
death, and t*hat he himself hath 
appealed '^ to Augustus, I have de- 
termined to send him. 



a ver.3,7. 
d ver,ll,I2. 



cc.23.9,29; 28,31. 



before me, desiring me to try him. They 
have urged me to condemn him, IT Cry- 
ing out, &c. Comp. ch. xxii. 22. They 
had sought that he should be put to deatn. 

26. Qjf whom. Respecting his charac- 
ter, opinions, manner of Ufe ; and re- 
specting the charges against him. '^ No 
certain thing. Nothing definite, and well 
established. They had not accused Paul 
of any crime against the Roman laws,- 
and Festus professes himself too ignorant 
of the customs of the Jews to inform the 
emperor distinctly of the nature of the 
charges, and the subject of trial. IT U7ito 
my lord. To the emperor; to Cesar. 
This name Lord, the emperors Augustus 
and Tiberius had rejected, and would 
not suffer it to be applied to them. Sue- 
tonius (Life of Augustus, v. 53.) says " the 
appellation of Lord he always abhorred 
as abominable and execrable." See also 
Suetonius' Life of Tiberius, v. 27. The 
emperors that succeeded them, however, 
admitted the title, and suffered themselves 
to be called by this name. Nothing would 
be more satisfactory to Nero, the reigning 
emoeror, than this title. II / might have 
somewhat to write. As Agrippa was a Jew, 
and was acquainted with the customs and 
doctrine of the Jews, Festus supposed that 
afler hearing Paul, he would be able to 
inform him of the exact nature of these 
charges, so that he could present the case 
intelligibly to the emperor. 

27. For it seemeth to me unreasonable. 
Festus felt that he was placed in an em- 
barrassing situation. He was about to send 
a prisoner to Rome to be tried, who had 
been tried by himself, and who had ap- 
pealed from his jurisdiction ; and yet he 
was Ignorant of the charges against him, 
and of the nature of his offences, if any 
had been committed. When prisoners 
were thus sent to Rome to be tried before 
the emperor, it would be proper that the 
chargesshould be all specified, and the evi- 
dence Btated by which thev were support- 



26 Of whom 1 ha\e no certain 
thing to write unto my lord. Where- 
fore I have brought him forth before 
you, and specially before thee, O 
king Agrippa, that, after examina- 
tion had, I might have somewhat to 
write. 

27 For * it seemeth to me unrea 
sonable, to send a prisoner, and not 
withal to signify the crimes laia 
against him. 

e Prov.l8.13. Jno.7.51. 



ed. Yet Feslus could do neither ; and it 
is not wonderful that he felt himself per- 
plexed and embarrassed ; and that ho 
was glad to avail himself of the desire 
which Agrippa had expressed to hear 
Paul, that he might be able to specify 
the charges against him. IT Withal. Also ; 
at the same time. IT To signify. To spe- 
cify, or make them know. In concluding 
this chapter, we may observe : 

(1.) That in the case of Agrippa, we 
have an instance of the reasons which 
induce many men to hear the gospel. 
He had no belief in it ; he had no con- 
cern for its truth or its promises ; but he 
was led by curiosity to desire to hear the 
minister of the gospel of Christ. Curi 
osity thus draws multitudes to the sane 
tuary. In many instances, they remain 
unaffected and unconcerned in regard to 
its provisions of mercy. They listen, and 
are unmoved, and die in their sins. In 
many mstances, like Agrippa, they are 
almost persuaded to be Christians, ch. 
xxvi. 28. But, like him, they resist the 
appeals ; and»die uninterested in the plan 
of salvation. In some instances, they are 
converted; and their curiosity, like that 
of Zaccheus, is made the means of theii 
embracing the Saviour. Luke xix. 1 — 9. 
Whatever may be the motive which in 
duces men to desire to hear, it is the duty 
of the ministry cheerfully and thankfu Jly 
like Paul, to state the truth, and to defend 
the Christian religion. 

(2.) In Festus we have a specimen of 
the manner in which the great men, and 
the rich, and the proud, usually regard 
Christianity. They esteem it to be a sub- 
ject of inquiry, in which they have no 
interest ; a question about " one dead Je- 
sus," whom Christians aftirm to be alive 
Whether he be alive or not; whether 
Christianity be true or false, tliey suppose 
is an inquiry which does not pertain to 
them. Strange that it did not occur to 
Festus that if he was alive, his re igicr 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 
^HEN Agrippa said unto Paul, 
-^ Thou art permitted to speak for 
thyself. Then Paul stretched forth 
the hand, and answered for him- 
self; 



was true ; and that it was possible that 
t miglit be from God. And strange that 
the men of this world regard the Chris- 
dan religion as -a subject in which they 
nave no personal interest, but as one con- 
cerning which Christians only should in- 
quire, and in which they alone should feel 
any concern. 

(3.) In Paul we have the example of a 
man unlilte both Festus and Agrippa. 
He felt a deep interest in the subject — a 
subject which pertained as much to them 
as to him. He was willing not only to 
look at it with curiosity, but to stake his 
life, his reputation, his all, on its truth. 
He was willing to defend it every where, 
and befo»*e any class of men. At the 
same time that he urged his rights as a 
Roman citizen, yet it was mainly that he 
might preach the gospel. At the same 
time that he was anxious to secure justice 
to himself, yet his chief anxiety was to 
declare the truth of God. Before any 
tribunal ; before any class of men , in the 
presence of princes, nobles, and kings , 
of Romans and of Jews, he was ready to 
pour forth irresistible eloquence and ar- 
gument in defence of the truth. Wha 
would not rather be Paul than either 
Festus or Agrippa? Who would not 
rather be a prhoner like him, than invest- 
ed with authority hke Festus, or clothed 
in splendour iifee Agrippa? And who 
would not rather be an honest and cordial 
believer of the gospel like Paul, than, like 
ihem, to be cold contemners or neglecters 
of the God that made them, and of the 
Saviour that died, and rose again. 
CHAPTER XXVI. 

1. Then Paul stretched forth the hand. 
See Note, ch. xxi. 40. This was the usual 
posture of orators or public speakers. 
The ancient statues are commonly made 
m this way, with the right hand extended. 
The dress of the ancients favoured this. 
The long and loose robe, or outer gar- 
ment, was fastened usually with a hook 
or clasp on the right shoulder, and thus 
left the arm at full liberty. If And an- 
swered for himself. It cannot be sup- 
posed that Paul expected that his defence 
would be attended with a release from 
confinement; for he had himself appeal- 
ed to the Roman emperor, ch. xxv. 11. 
This design in speaking before Agrippa 
3e 2 



3 1 think myself happy, king 
Agrippa, because I shall answer 
for myself this day before thee, 
touching all the things whereof I 
am accused of the Jews : 

3 Especially, because I know thee 

was, doubtless, (1.) To vindicate his cha 
racter, and obtain Agrippa's attestation to 
his innocence, that thus he might allay 
the anger of the Jews; (2.) To obtain a 
correct representation of the case to the 
emperor, as Festus had desired this in 
order that Agrippa might enable him to 
make a fair statement of the case (ch. 
xxv. 26, 27j; and, (3.) To defend his own 
conversion, and the truth of Christianity, 
and to preach the gospel in the hearing 
of Agrippa and the attendants, with a 
hope that their minds might be improved 
by the truth, and that they might be con- 
verted to God. 

2. / think myself happy. I esteem it 
a favour and a privilege to be permitted 
to make my defence before one acquaint- 
ed with Jewish customs and opinions. 
His defence, on former occasions, had 
been before Roman magistrates, who had 
little acquaintance with the opinions and 
customs of the Jews, who were not dis* 
posed to listen to the discussion of the 
points of difference between him and 
them, and who looked upon all their 
controversies with contempt. See ch. 
xxiv. xxv. They were, therefore, lifUe 
qualified to decide a question which was 
closely connected with the Jewish cus- 
toms and doctrines; and Paul now re- 
joiced to know that he was before one, 
who, from his acquaintance with the 
Jewish customs and belief, would be able 
to appreciate his arguments and motives. 
Paul was not now on his trial ; but ha 
was to defend himself, or state his cause, 
so that Agrippa might be able to aid 
Festus in transmitting a true account of 
the case to the Roman emperor. It was 
his interest and duty, therefore, to defend 
himself as well as possible ; and to put 
him in possession of all the facts in the 
case. His defence is, consequently, made 
up chiefly of a most eloquent statement 
of the facts just as they had occurred 
% I shall answer. I shall be permitted to 
make a statement, or to defend myself 
IT Touching, &c. Respecting. H Where- 
of I am accused of the Jews. By the 
Jews. The matters of the accusation 
were, his being a mover of sedition, «i 
ringleader of the Christians, and a pro 
faner of the temple, ch. xxiv. 5, 6. 

3 To be expert. To be skilled, or weil 
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to be expert « in ail customs and 
questions which are among the 
Jews : wherefore I beseech thee to 
hear * me patiently. 

4 My manner ^ of life from my 
youth, which was at the first among 
mine own nation at Jerusalem, 



acquainted. ^ In all cusloms. Rites, in- 
stitutions, laws, &c. Every thing per- 
taining to the Mosaic ritual, &c. IT And 
questions. Subjects of debate, and of 
various opinions. The inquiries which 
had existed between the Pharisees, Sad- 
ducees, scribes, &c. Paul could say this 
of Agrippa without falsehood or flattery. 
Agrippa was a Jew; and had passed 
much of his time in the kingdom over 
which he presided ; and though he had 
passed the early part of his life chiefly 
at Rome, yet it was natural that he should 
make himself acquainted with the reli- 
gion of his fathers. Paul did not know 
how to flatter men; but he was not un- 
willing to state the simple truth, and to 
commend men as far as truth would 
j>ermit. IT Wherefore. On this account; 
because you are acquainted with those 
customs. The Romans, who regarded 
those customs as superstitious, and those 
questions as matters to be treated with 
contempt, could not listen to their dis- 
cussion with patience. Agrippa, who 
knew their real importance^ would be dis- 
posed to lend to all inquiries respecting 
them a patient attention. 

4. My manner of life. My opinions, 
principles, and conduct. *5 From m.y 
youth. Paul was born in Tarsus ; but at 
an early period he had been sent to Je- 
rusalem for the purpose of education 
in the school of Gamaliel, ^n- xxii. 3. 
IT WJdch v)as at the first. Which ^ was 
from the beginning ; the early pairt of 
which; the time when the opinions and 
habits are formed. % Know all the Jews. 
It is not at all improbable that Paul was 
distinguished in the school of Gamaliel 
for zeal in the Jewish religion. The 
fact that he was early intrusted with a 
commission against the Christians (ch. ix.), 
shows that he was known. Comp. Phil, 
iii. 4 — G. He might appeal to them, there- 
fore, in regard to the early part of his life; 
and, doubtless, to the very men who had 
been his violent accusers. 

5. Which knew me. Who were well 
acquainted with me. IT From the begin- 
ning. "AvoiSfiv. Formerly ; or from the 
very canimencemsnt of ray career. Who 



know all the Jews ; 

5 Which kn-ew me from the ha 
ginning-, if they would testify, that 
after the most straitest sect of our 
religion, I lived a Pharisee. ^ 

6 And now ^ I stand and am 
judged for the hope of the pro- 

d c.23,3. Phil.3.5. e c.23.6. 



were perfectly apprized of my whole 
course. If Jf tney would testify. If they 
would bear witness to what they knew. 
"^ That after the most straitest. The most 
rigid ; the most strict ; not only in regard 
to the written law of God, but the tradi- 
tions of the elders. Paul himself else- 
where testifies (Phil. iii. 4 — 6), that he 
had enjoyed all the advantages of birth 
and training ni the Jewish religion, and 
that he had early distinguished himself 
by his observance of its rites and cus 
toms. ^ Sect. Division, or party, f 1 
lived a Pharisee. I lived in accordance 
with the rules and doctrines of the Phari- 
sees. See Note, Matt. iii. 7. The rea- 
sons why Paul here refers to his early 
hfe are, (1.) As he had lived during the 
early period of his life without crime; as 
his principles had been settled by the 
instruction of the most able of their 
teachers, it was to be presumed that his 
subsequent life had been of a similar 
character. (2.) As he, at that period of 
his life, evinced the utmost zeai for the 
laws and customs of his country, it was 
to be presumed that he would not be 
found opposing or reviling them at any 
subsequent period. From the strictness 
and conscientiousness of his past life, he 
supposed that Agrippa might argue fa- 
vourably respecting his subsequent con- 
duct. A virtuous and religious course 
in early life is usually a sure pledge of 
virtue and integrity in subsequent years. 
6. And now I stand. I stand before the 
tribunal. I am arraigned. '^ Ar.d am 
judged. Am tried with reference to be* 
mg judged. I am undergoing a tn«Z on 
the point in which all my nation are 
agreed. IF For the hope. On account of 
the hope; or because, in common vith 
my countrymen, I had entertained thia 
hope, and now believe in its fulfilment. 
IT Of the promise, &c. See the references 
in the margin. It is not quite certain 
whethei Paul refers here to the promise 
of the Messiah, or to the hope of the 
resurrection of the dead. When he stood 
before the Jewish sanhedrim (ch. xxiii. 
6), he said that he was called in ques- 
tion on account o? siolding the doctrine 
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mise ^ made of God unto our 
thers : 

7 Unto which, promise our twelve 
tribes, instantly serving- * God ' day 

aGen.3 15;22.18- 49.10. Deut.18.15, 2Sam.7,r'J. Ps. 
132.11. Isa.4.2, " li 9.6/ Jer.23. 5} 33.14-16. Eiek.34. 
23. Dan.9.24. Mic.7.20. Zech.l3 1,7. Mal.3.1. f.13.32. 



3f the resurrection of the dead. But it 
may be observed, that in Paul's view, 
the two things were closely united. He 
hoped that the Messiah would come, and 
he hoped therefore for the resurrection 
of the dead. He believed that he had 
come, and had risen; and therefore he 
believed that the dead would rise. He 
argued the one from the other. And as 
he believed that Jesus was the Messiah, 
and that he had risen from the dead, and 
had thus furnished a demonstration that 
the dead would rise, it was evident that 
the subject of controversy between him 
and £he Jews involved every thing that 
was vital to their opinions and their 
iiopes. See ver. 8. %■ Made of God. 
Made by God. See the marginal re- 
ferences. The promises had been made 
to the fathers of a Messiah to come, and 
that embraced the promise of a future 
state, or of the resurrection of the dead, 
tt Vvill help us to understand the stress 
which Paul and the other aposiles laid 
on the doctrine of the resurrection of the 
dead, to remember that it involved the 
whole doctrine of the separate existence 
of the soul, and of a future state. The 
Sadducees deiiiCd all this ; and when the 
Pharisees, the Saviour, and the apostles 
opposed them, they did it by showing that 
there would be a future state of rewards 
and putiishments. See the argument of 
the Saviour with the Sadducees explain- 
ed in the Notes, Matt. xxii. 23-32. f Unto 
our fathers. Our ancestors, the patri- 
archs, &c. 

7. Unto whicJi promise. To the fulfil- 
raeiit of which promise, they hope to 
come : i. e. they hope and believe that 
the promise will be fulfilled, and that 
they will partake of ite benefits. IT Our 
twelve tribes. This was the name by 
which the Jews were designated. The 
ancient Jewish nation had hoped to come 
to that promise; it had been the hope 
and expectation of the nation. Long 
before the coming of the Messiah, ten 
of the twelve tribes had been carried 
captive to Assyria, and had not returned, 
leaving but the two tribes of Benjamin 
and Judah. But the name, ♦ the twelve 
"ribes,' to designate the Jewish people 



and night, hope to come. Foi 
which hope's sake, king Agrippa, 
I am accused of the Jews. 

8 Why * should it be thought a 

b Luke 2.37. IThesa.S.lO i nishi and day 

e lCor.15.12,20. 



would be still retained. Comp. James i 
1. Paul hore says that the hope had 
been that of the Jewish nation. Except 
the comparatively small portion of the 
Sadducees, the great mass of the nation 
had held to the doctrine of a future state. 
This Agrippa would well know. '^ In- 
stantly. Constantly ; loith intensity ; with 
an effort (iv sxtsv/:*); with zeal. This 
was true ; for amidst all the sins of the 
nation, they observed with punctuality 
and zeal the outward forms of the wor- 
ship of God. IF Serving God. In the 
ordinances and observances of the tem- 
ple. As a nation, they did not serve him 
in their hearts ; but they kept up the out- 
ward form of religious worship. IT Day 
and night. With unwearied zeal ; with 
constancy and ardour. Luke ii. 37. The 
ordinay' J^'vish services and sacrifices 
were in the morning and evening, and 
migh. be 9md u) be performed day and 
nig'at Some i i their services, as the 
paschal supper, were prolonged usually 
till late at night. The main idea is, that 
they kept up the worship of God with 
constant and untiring zeal and devotion. 
TT For which hope's sake. On account of 
my cherishing this hope in common with 
the great mass of my countrymen. See 
eh. xxiii. 6. if Paul could convince 
Agrippa that the main point of his of- 
fence was that which had been the 
common belief of his countrymen, it 
would show to his satisfaction that he 
was innocent. And on this ground Paul 
put his defence; thai he held only that 
which the mass of the nation had believ- 
ed ; and that he maintained this in the 
only consistent and defensible manner — 
that God had, m/ac^, raised up the Mes- 
siah, and had thus given assurance that 
the dead should rise. 

a WJiy should it be thought, &c. The 
force of this question will be better seen 
by an exclamation point after why (^0- 
• What ! is it to be thought a thing in 
credible V &;c. It intimates surprise that 
it should be thought incredible; or im. 
plies that no reason could be given whjf 
such a doctrine should be unworthy of 
belief f A thing incredible. A doctrine 
which cannot be credited or believed 



Hosted by 



Google 



333 



THE ACTS. 



[A. D. 62 



thing incredible with you, that God 
should raise the dead ? 

9 1" verily thought with myself, 
that I ought to do many things 
contrary lo the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

a lTim.1.13. 



Why should it be regarded as absurd. 
IF With you. This is in the plural num- 
ber ; and it is evident that Paul here ad- 
dressed not Agrippa alone, but those who 
were with him. There is no evidence 
that Agnppa doubted that the dead could 
be raised; but Festus, and those who 
were with him, probably did ,' and Paul, 
in the ardour of his speech, turned and 
addressed the entire assembly. It is very 
evident that we have only B.n outline o^ 
this argument, and there is every reason 
to suppose that Paul would dwell on 
each part of the subject at greater length 
than is here recorded. % That God should 
raise the dead. Why should it be re- 
garded as absurd that God — who has all 
poner; who was the creator of all ,* who 
was the author of the human frame — 
should again restore man to life, and con- 
tinue his future existence. The resur- 
rection is no more incredible than the 
original creation of the human body, and 
it is attended with no greater difficuhi'^s. 
And as the perfections of God will be 
illustrated by his raising up the dead ; as 
the future state is necessary to the pur- 
poses of justice in vindicating the just, 
and punishing the unjust ; and as God is 
a righteous moral governor, it should not 
be regarded as an absurditTp- that he will 
raise up those who have died, and bring 
them to judgment. 

9. I verily thought. I indeed (f/^v^ sup- 
posed. Paul here commences the ac- 
count of his conversion, and states the 
evidence on which he judged that he 
was called of God to do what he had 
ione. He begins by saying that it was 
not because he was originally disposed 
to be a Christian, but that he was vio- 
lently and conscientiously opposed to Je- 
sus of Nazareth, and had been converted 
when in the full career of opposition to 
him and his cause IT With myself. I 
thought io myself; or, I myself thought. 
He had before stated the hopes and ex- 
pectations of his countrymen, ver. 6—3. 
He now speaks of his own views and 
purposes. 'F-^r myself, I thought,' &c. 
11 That 1 ought to do. That I was bound, 
or that it was a duty incumbent on me. 
C^sTv. * I thought that I owed it to my 
eountry, to my reUgion, and to my God, 



10 Which thing 1 also did m 
Jerusalem : and many of the saints 
did I shut up in. prison, having re- 
ceived authority *^ from the chiel 
priests ; and when they were put tc 
death, I gave my voice against them, 

Z. C.8 3. Gal.1.13. cc.l9.14. 



to oppose in every manner the claims ot 
Jesus of Nazareth to be the Messiah.' 
We here see that Paul was conscientious, 
and that a man may be conscientious 
even when engaged in enormous wick- 
edness. It is no evidence that a man is 
right because he is conscientious. No 
small part of the crimes against human 
laws, and almost all the cruel persecu- 
tions against Christians, have been car- 
ried on under the plea of conscience. 
Paul here refers to his conscientiousness 
in persecution, to show that it was no 
slight matter which could have changed 
his course. As he was governed in per 
secution by conscience, it could have 
been only by a force of demonstration, 
and by the urgency of conscience equally 
clear and strong, that could ever have 
induced him lo abandon this course, and 
become a friend of that Saviour whom he 
had thus persecuted. ^ Many things. As 
much as possible. He was not satisfied 
with a few things— a few words, or pur- 
poses, or arguments; but he felt bound 
to do as much as possible to put down 
the new religion. H Contrary to the name^ 
&c. In opposition to Jesus himself, or to 
his claims to be the Messiah The name 
is dften used to denoie the person him- 
self ch. iii. 6. 

10. Which thing I did, &c. ch. viii. 3. 
And many of the saints, &c. Many Chris 
tians. ch. viii. 3. "ff And when they were 
put to death. In the history of those 
transactions there is no account of any 
Christian being put to death, except Ste- 
phen. Acts vii. But there is no impro- 
bability in supposing that the same thing 
which had happened to Stephen, had 
occurred in other cases. Stephen was 
the first martyr, and as he was a promi- 
nent man, his case is particularly record- 
ed. ^ I gave my voice. Paul was not a 
member of the sanhedrim, and this does 
not mean' that he voted, but simply that 
he joined in the persecution ; he approv- 
ed it; he assented to the putting of the 
saints to death. Comp. ch. xxii, 20. The 
Syriac renders it, "I joined with those 
who condemned -nem." It is evident 
also that Paul instigated them in this 
persecution, and urged them on to deeds 
of blood and cruelty. 



Hosted by 



Google 



A. D. 63.] 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



33?. 



11 And I punished them oft in ** 
every synagogue, and compelled 
them to blaspheme ; and being" ex- 
ceedingly mad against them, I per- 
secuted them even unto strange 
cities. 

12 Whereupon as I wert * to 
Damascus, with authority and 
commission from the chief priests, 

13 At mid-day, O king, I saw in 
the way a light from heaven, above 
the brightness of the sun, shining 
round about me, and them which 
journeyed with me. 



11. And I punished them oj% &c. See 
ch. xxii. 19. f And compelled them to 
blaspheme. To blaspheme the name of 
Jesus, by denymg that he was the Mes- 
siah, and by admitting that he was an 
impostor. This was the object which 
they had in view in the persecution. It 
was not to make them blaspheme or re- 
proach Gofi?, but to deny that Jesus was 
the Messiah, and to reproach him as a 
deceiver and an impostor. It is not ne- 
cessarily implied in the expression, " and 
compelled them to blaspheme," that he 
succeeded in doing it; but that he vio- 
lently endeavoured, to make them aposta- 
tize from ihe Christian religion, and 
deny the Lord Jesus. It is certainly not 
impossible that a few might thus have 
been induced by the authority of the san- 
hedrim, and by the threats of Paul to do 
it ; but it is certain that the great mass 
of Christians adhered firmly to their be- 
lief that Jesus was the Messiah. IT And 
heing exceedingly mad. Nothing could 
more forcibly express his rage and vio- 
lence against the Christianb. lie raged 
like a madman ; he was so indignant that 
he laid aside all appearance of reason ; 
and with the fury and violence of a ma- 
niac, he endeavoured to exterminate them 
from the earth. None but a madman 
will persecute men on account of their 
religious opinions ; and all persecutions 
have been conducted like this, with the 
violence, and fury, and ungovernable 
temper of maniacs. IT Unto strange cities. 
Unto foreign cities; cities out of Judea. 
The principal instance of this was his 
going to Damascus ; but there is no evi- 
dence that he did not intend also to visit 
other cities out of Judea, and bring the 
Christiins there, if he found any, to Jeru- 
salem. 



14 And when we weie are all 
fallen to the earth, I heard a voice 
speaking unto me, and saying in 
the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saal, 
why persecutGSt thou me 1 it is 
hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks. 

15 And I said, Who art thou, 
Lord 1 And he said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest. 

16 But rise, and stand upon thy 
feet : for I have appeared unto thee 
for this purpose, to make thee a 
minister '^ and a witness '^ both of 

c Epli.3.7. Col.1.23,25. d c.22.15. 



12 — 15. See this passage explained in 
the Notes on ch. ix. 5, &c. 

16. But rise, &c. The particulars men- 
tioned in this verse and the two follow- 
ing, are not recorded in the account o 
Paul's conversion in ch. ix. But it is not 
improbable that many circumstances may 
have occurred which are not recorded. 
Paul dwells on them here at length, in 
order particularly to show his authority 
for doing what he had done in preaching 
to the Gentiles. IT To make thee a minis- 
ter. A minister of the gospel ; a preach- 
er of the truth. IT And a witness. Note, 
ch. xxii. 15. *ir Which thou hast seen. On 
the road to Damascus ; that is, of the Lord 
Jesus, and of the fact that he was risen 
from the dead. ^ And of those things, 
&c. Of those further manifestations of 
my person, protection, and will, which 1 
will yet make to you. It is evident from 
this, that the Lord Jesus promised to 
manifest himself to Paul in his ministry, 
and to make to him still further displays 
of his will and glory. Comp. ch. xxii 
17, 18. This was done by his rescuing 
him from destruction and danger; by the 
intimation of his wil! ; and by the grow- 
ing and expanding view which Paul was 
permitted to take of the character and 
perfections of the Lord Jesus. In this 
we see that it is the duty of ministers to 
bear witness not only to the truth of reli- 
gion in general, or of that which they 
can demonstrate by argument ; but more 
especially of that which they experience 
in their own hearts, and which they UU' 
deretand by having themselves been the 
subjects of it. No man is qualified to 
enter the ministry who has not a personal 
and practical and saving view of the 
glory and perfections of the Lord Jesus, 
and who does not go to his wck as e 
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tbes3 things which thou hast seen, 
and of those things in the which I 
wi]l appear unto thee; 

17 Delivering thee from the 
people, and fi-om the Gentiles, unto 
* whom now I send thee ; 

18 To open * their eyes, and to 
turn '^ them from darkness to light, 
and/rom the power '^ of Satan unto 

a c.22.21. Rom.11.13, b Tsa.SS.Sj 42.7. c Luke 
1,79. Jno.8.i2. 2Cor.4.6. Eph.l.lS. d Col.1.13. IPet. 
2.9. e Luke 1.77. Eph. 1.7. Col.l. 14. 

witness of those things which he has felt. 
And no man enters the ministry with 
these feelings, who has not, as Paul had, 
a promise that he shall see still brighter 
displays of the perfections of the Saviour, 
and be permitted to advance in the 
knowledge of him and of his work. The 
highest personal consolation in this work 
in the promise of their being admitted to 
ever-growing and expanding views of the 
glory of the Lord Jesus, and of experi- 
encing his presence, guidance, and pro- 
tection. 

17. Delivering thee from the people. 
From the Jewish people. This implied 
that he would be persecuted by them, 
and that the Lord Jesus would interpose 
to rescue him. IT And from the Gentiles. 
This also implied that he would be perse- 
cuted and opposed by them — a prospect 
which was verified by the whole course 
of his ininistry. This was expressed in 
a summary manner in ch. ix. 16. Yet 
in all he experienced, according to the 
promise, the xjrotection and the support 
of the Lord Jesus, f Unto lohom 7iow 
I send thee. ch. xxii. 21. As the opposi- 
tion of the Jews arose mainly from the 
fact that he had gone among the Gren- 
tiles, it was important to bring this part 
of his coirimission into full view before 
Agrippa, and to show that the same 
Saviour w-ho had miraculously convert- 
ed him, bad commanded him to go and 
preach to them. 

18. To open their eyes. To enlighten 
or instruct them. Ignorance is repre- 
sented by the eyes being closed, and the 
instruction of the gospel by the opening 
of the eyes. See Eph. i. 18. f And to 
turn them from darkness to light. From 
the darkness of heathenism and sin, 'o 
the light and purity of the gospel. Dark- 
ness is an emblem of ignorance and cf 
sin; and the heathen nations are often 
represented as sitting in darkness Comp. 
N'ote, Matt. iv. 16. John i. 4, 5. If And 
^rmi the povxr of Satan. From the do- 



God ; that they may receive (.n- 
giveness ^ of sins, and inheritance ^ 
among them which are ^ sanctified 
by faith ^' that is in me. 

19 Whereupon, O kiiig Agrippa 
I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision : 

20 But showed ' first ui.to them 
of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, 

/ Eph.l.ll. Cohl.l2. lPet.1.4. g Jno. 17.17. c.20 

32. lCor.1.30. Rev.2l.27. h Eph.2.S. Heb.11.6 

i c.i;.26,&c. 



minion of Satan. Comp. Col. i. 13. 1 
Pet. ii. 9. Notes, John xii. 31 ; xvi. IL 
Satan is thus represented as the prince 
of this world; the ruler of the darkness 
of this world ; the prince of the power 
of the air, &c. The heathen world, lying 
in sin and superstition, is represented as 
under his control ; and this passage teach- 
es, doubtless, that the great mass of the 
people of this world are the subjects of 
the kingdom of Satan, and are led captive 
by him" at his will. IT Unto God. To 
the obedience of the one living and true 
God. IF That they may receive forgive- 
ness cf sins. Through the merits of that 
Saviour who died ; that thus the parti- 
tion wall between the Jews and the Gen- 
tiles might be broken down, and all 
might be admitted to the same precious 
privileges of the favour and mercy of 
God. Comp. Note, Acts ii. 38. IF And 
inheritance^ An heirship, or lot (x^^^ov) ; 
that they might be entitled to the privi- 
leges and favours of the children of God. 
See Note. Acts xx. 32. IT Which are sane 
tffied. Among the saints ; the children 
of God. Note, Acts xx. 32. 

19. Whereiipoti. Whence ("o^iv). 
Since the proof of his being the Megsiah 
and of his resurrection, and of his calling 
me to this work, was so clear and plain, ] 
deemed it my duty to engage without 
delay in the work. ^ 1 icas not disobe- 
dient. I w^as not incredulons, or unbe- 
lieving ; I yielded myself to the com- 
mand, and at once obeyed. See Acts ix. 
6. Comp. Gal. i. 16. If To the heavenly 
vision. To the celestial appearance ; or 
to the vision which appeared to me mani- 
festly from heaven. I did not doubt that 
this splendid appearance (ver. 13) was 
froni heaven and I did not refuse to 
obey the command of him who thus ap. 
peared to me. He knew it was the com- 
mand of God his Saviour; and he gave 
evidence of repentance by yielding obe- 
dience to it at once. 

20. See ch. ix, 20—23, The 20th 
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and throughout all the coasts of 
judea, and then to the Gentiles, that 
they should repent and turn to God, 
and do works " meet foi repentance. 

21 Por these causes the Jews^ 
caught me in the temple, and went 
about to kill me, 

22 Having therefore obtained help 

aMatt.3.8 £0.21.30. 



verse contains a summary of his labours 
in obedience to the command of the 
Lord Jesus. His argument is, that the 
Lord Jesus had from heaven commanded 
him to do this, and that he had done no 
more than lo obey his injunction. 

2L Caught me in the temple, ch. xxi. 
30. ^ And went about, &c. Endeavour- 
ed to put me to death. 

22. Having therefore obtained help of 
God. Paul had seen and felt his danger. 
He had known the determined malice of 
the Jews, and their eflbrts to take his 
life. He had been rescued by Lysias, 
and had made every effort to avoid the 
danger, and to save his life ; and at the 
end of all, he traced his safety entirely to 
the help of God. It was not by any power 
of his own that he had been preserved ; 
but it was because God had interposed 
and rescued him. Those who have been 
delivered from danger, if they have just 
views, will delight to trace it all to God. 
They will regard his hand ; and will feel 
»hat whatever wisdom they may have 
aad, or whatever may have been the 
iindness of their friends to aid them, yet 
ibat all this also is to be traced to the su- 
perintending providence of God. IF Wit- 
%essing. Bearing testimony to what he 
nad seen, according to the command of 
Christ ver. 16. IF To small. To those in 
tumble life; to the poor, the ignorant, 
and the obscure. Like his master, he did 
not despise tliem, but regarded it as his 
duty and privilege to preach the gospel to 
the poor. IT And great. The rich and 
noble ; to kings, and princes, and gover- 
nors. He had thus stood on Mars' Hill at 
Athens; he had borne testimony before 
the wise men of Greece ; he had declared 
the same gospel before Felix, Festus, and 
now before Agrippa. He offered salva- 
tion to all. He passed by none because 
they were poor ; and he was not deterred 
by the fear of the rich and the great from 
making known their sins, and calling 
them to repentance. What an admirable 
illustration of the proper duties of a min- 
ister of the gospel ! IT Saying none other 
kifig, &c. Delivering no new doctrine ; 



of God, I continue unto this oay, 
witnessing both to small and great, 
saying none other things than those 
which ^ the prophets and Moses did 
say should come. 

23 That Christ should suffer, ana 
that he should be the iirst "^ that 
should rise from the dead, and 

c Luke 24.27,46. d lCor.15.23. 



but maintaining only that the prophecies 
had been fulfilled. As he had done this 
only, there was no reason for the op- 
position, and persecution of the Jews. 
IT Should come. Should come to pass ; or 
should take piace. Paul here evidently 
means to say, that the doctrine of the 
atonement, and of the resurrection of 
Christ, is taught in the Old Testament. 

23. That Christ That the Messiah 
expected by the Jews should be a suffer- 
ing Messiah. IT Should suffer. Should 
lead a painful life, and be put to death. 
See Note, ch. xvii. 3. Comp. Dan. ix. 27 
Isa. liii. IT And that he shoidd be the first, 
&c. This declaration contains two points. 
(1.) That it was taught in the prophets 
that the Messiah should rise from the 
dead. On this, see the proof alleged in 
ch. ii.24— 32;xiii. 32— 37. (2.) That he 
should be the first that should rise. This 
cannot mean that the Messian should be 
the first dead person who should be re- 
stored to life, for Elijah had raised the son 
of the Shunammite, and Jesus himself had 
raised Lazarus, and the widow's son at 
Nain. It does not mean that he should 
be the first in the order of time that should 
rise, but first in eminencey the most dis- 
tinguished, the chief, the head of those 
who should rise from the dead, n^ a 72-05 
ig KvucTTxare'jijg vsx^wv. In accordauce with 
this he is called (Col. i. 18), "the begin- 
ning, the first-born from the dead," having 
among all the dead who should be raised 
up, the rights and pre-eminence of the 
primogeniture, or which pertained to the 
first-born. In 1 Cor. xv. 20. he is called 
" the first-fruits of them that slept." This 
declaration is, therefore, made of him by 
way of eminence. (1.) As being chief, a 
prince among those raised from the dead ; 
(2.) As being raised by his own power 
(John X. 18) ; (3.) As, by his rising, secur- 
ing a dominion over death and the grave 
(1 Cor. XV. 25, 26) ; and, (4.) As bringing 
by his rising, life and immortality to light. 
He rose to return to death no more. And 
he thus secured an ascendancy over death 
and the grave, and was thus, by way of 
eminence, firM among those raised uom 
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should shew light unto the people, 
and to the Gentiles. 

24 And as he thus spake for 
himself, Festus said with a loud 



the dead. IT And should sJiow light unto 
the people. To the Jews. Should be 
Iheir instructor and prophet. This Moses 
had predicted. Deut. xviii. 15. IT And to 
the Gentiles. This had often been foretold 
by the prophets, and particularly by 
Isaiah. Isa. ix. 1, 2. Comp. Matt. iv. 14 — 
16. Isa. xi. 10 ; xlii. 1. 6 ; liv. 3 ; Ix. 3. 5 ; 
11; lxi.6; lxii.2; Ixvi. 12. 

24. Festus said with a loud voice. Amaz- 
ed at the zeal and ardour of Paul. Paul 
doubtless evinced deep interest in the 
subject, and great earnestness in the de- 
livery of his defence. IT ITiou art beside 
thyself. Thou art deranged ; thou art 
insane. The reasons why Festus thought 
Paul mad were, probably, (1.) His great 
earnestness and excitement on the sub- 
ject. (2.) His laying such stress on the 
gospel of the despised Jesus of JNazareth, 
as if it were a matter of infinite moment. 
Festus despised it; and he regarded it as 
proof of derangement that so much im- 
portance was attached to it. (3.) Festus 
regarded, probably, the whole story of the 
vision that Paul said had appeared to him, 
as the effect of an inflamed and excited 
miagination ,• and as the proof of delirium. 
This is not an uncommon charge against 
those who are Christians, and especially 
when they evince any unusual zeal. 
Sinners regard them as under the influ- 
ence of delirium and fanaticism ; as terri- 
fied by imaginary and superstitious fears; 
or as misguided by fanatical leaders. 
Husbands often thus think their wives 
deranged, and parents their children, and 
wicked men the ministers of the gospel. 
The gay think it proof of derangement 
that others are serious, and anxious, and 
prayerful ; the rich, that others are will- 
ing to part with their property to do 
good ; the ambitious and worldly, that 
others are willing to leave their country 
and home, to go among the^Gentiles to 
spend their lives in making known the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. The really 
sober, and rational part of the world — 
they who fecr God, and keep his com- 
mandments ; who believe that eternity is 
before them, and who strive to live for it — 
are thus charged with insanity by those 
wno are really deluded, and who are thus 
iving lives of madness and fol/y. The 
tenants of a mad-house often think all 
oth^JT^ lo^anged but themselves; but 



voice,. Paul, thou art heside thy 
self; much learning doth make thet. 
mad. <* 

25 But he said, I am not mad, 

a2Kitigs9.11. 



there is no madness so great, no delirium 
so awful, as to neglect the eternal inle 
rest of the soul for the sake of the pool 
pleasures and honours which this life can 
give. H Much learning. It is probable 
that Festus was acquainted with the fac 
that Paul had been well instructed, and 
was a learned man. Paul had not while 
before him manifested particularly his 
learning. But Festus, acquainted in some 
way with the fact that he was well edu 
cated, supposed that his brain had been 
turned, and that the effect of it was seen 
by devotion to a fanatical form of reli- 
gion. The tendency of long continued 
and intense application to produce mental 
derangement, is every where known. 
% Doth make thee mad. Impels, drives, or 
excites thee (Trf^tTeeVs*) to madness. 

25. / am not mad. I am not deranged. 
There are few more happy turns than 
that which Paul gives to this accusation 
of Festus. He might have appealed to 
the course of his argument; he might 
have dwelt on the importance of the 
subject, and continued to reason ; but he 
makes an appeal at once to Agrippa, and 
brings him in for a witness that he was 
not deranged. This would be far more 
likely to make an impression on the mind 
of Festus, than any thing that Paul could 
say in self-defence. The same reply, * I an 
not mad,' can be made by all Christians to 
the charge of derangement which the 
world brings against them. They have 
come, like the prodigal (Luke xv. 17), tc 
their right mind ; and by beginning to act 
as if there were a God and Saviour, as 
if they were to die, as if there were a 
boundless eternity before them, they are 
conducting according to the dictates of 
reason. And as Paul appealed to Agrippa 
who was not a Christian, for the reason 
ableness and soberness of his own views 
and conduct, so may all Christians appeai 
even to sinn-rs themselves, as witnesses 
that they are acting as immortal beings 
should act. All men know that if there is 
an eternity, it is right to prepare for it; 
if there is a God, it is proper to serve 
him ; if a Saviour died for us, we should 
love him ; if a hell, we should avoid it , 
if a heaven, we should seek it. And 
even when they charge us with folly ana 
derangement, we may turn at once upon 
them, and appeal to their 'y^n consciences 



Hosted by 



Google 



A,D. 6^.J 



CHAPTER XXVL 



B37 



most noble Festus, but speak fortb 
the words of truth and sober- 
ness. 

26 For the king knoweth of these 
things, before whom also I speak 

and ask them if all our anxieties, and 
prayers, and efforts, and self-denials, are 
not right ? One of the best ways of con- 
victing sinners is, to appeal to them just 
as Paul did to Agrippa. When so appeal- 
ed to, they will usually acknowledge the 
force of the appeal ; and will admit that 
all the solicitude of Christians for their 
salvation is according to the dictates of 
reason, ^ Most nchle Festus. This was 
the usual title of the Roman governor. 
Comp. xxiv. 3. ^ O/" truth. In accordance 
with the predictions of Moses and the 
prophets; and the facts which have oc- 
curred in the death and resurrection of 
the Messiah. In proof of this he appeals 
to Agrippa. ver. 26, 27. Truth here stands 
opposed to delusion, imposture, and fraud 
IT And soberness. Soberness (o-w^j^otruvj}, 
wisdom) stands opposed here to madness, 
01 derangement, and denotes sanity of 
mind. The words which I speak are 
those of a sane man, conscious of what 
he is saying, and impressed with its truth. 
They were the words^ also, of a man who, 
under the charge of derangement, evinc- 
ed the most perfect self possession, and 
command of his feelings ; and who utter- 
ed sentiments deep, impressive, and wor- 
thy of the attention pf mankind. 

26. For the king. King Agrippa. 
*[r Knoweth. He had been many years in 
that region, and the fame of Jesus and 
of Paul's conversion were probably well 
known to him. IT These things. The 
things pertaining to the early persecu- 
tions of Christians; the spread of the 
gospel; and the remarkable conversion 
of Paul. Though Agrippa might not 
have been fully informed respecting 
these things, yet he had an acquaintance 
with Moses and the prophets ; he knew 
the Jewish expectation respecting the 
Messiah ; and he could not be ignorant 
respecting the remarkable public events 
01 the life of Jesus of Nazareth, and of 
ms havmg been put to death by order of 
Pontius Pilate on the cross, f I speak 
freely. I speak openly, boldly. I use no 
disguise , and I speak the more confident- 
ly before him, because, from his situation, 
he must be acquainted with the truth of 
what I say. Truth is always bold and 
free; and it is an evidence of honesty 
when a man is willing to declare every 
thing without reserve before those who 
2 F 



freely ; for I am persuade d that 
none of these things are hidden 
from him ; for this thing; was not 
done in a corner. 

27 King Agrippa, believcst thou 



are qualified to detect him if he is an im 
poster. Such evidence of truth and 
honesty was given by Paul. IT For lam 
persuaded. I am convinced ; I doubt not 
that he is well acquainted with these 
thiags. IT Are hidden from him. That 
he is unacquainted with them. IF For 
this thing. The thing to which Paul had 
mainly referred in this delence, his own 
conversion to the Christian religion- 
IT Was not done in a corner. Did not 
occur secretly and obscurely ; but was 
public, and was of such a character as to 
attract attention. The conversion of a 
leading persecutor, such as Paul had been, 
and in the manner in which that conver- 
sion had taken place, could not but at- 
tract attention and remark. And al« 
though the Jews would endeavour as 
much as possible to conceal it, yet Paul 
might presume that it could not be entire 
ly unknown to Agrippa. 

27. King Agrippa. This bland per- 
sonal address is an instance of Paul's 
happy manner of appeal. He does it to 
bring in the testimony of Agrippa to meet 
the charge of Festus that he was derang- 
ed. "^ Believest thou the prophets ? The 
prophecies respecting the character, the 
sufferings, and the death of the Messiah 
IT I know that thou helievest. Agrippa was 
a Jew; and, as such, he of course believ- 
ed the prophets. Perhaps too, from what 
Paul knew of his personal character, he 
might confidently affirm that he professed 
to be a believer. Instead, therefore, of 
waiting for his answer, faul anticipates 
it, and says that he knows that Agrippa 
professes to believe all these prophecies 
respecting the Messiah. His design is 
evident. - It is, (1.) To meet the charge of 
derangement, and to bring in the testi- 
mony of Agrippa, who well understood 
the subject, to the importtmce and the 
truth of what he was saying. (2.) To 
press on the conscience of his royal 
hearer the evidence of the Christian re- 
ligion, and to secure if possible his con- 
version. * Since thou belie vest the pro- 
phecies, and since I have shown that they 
are fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, that he 
corresponds in person, character, and 
work with the prophets, it follows that 
his religion is true.* Paul lost no oppor- 
tunity of presslrig the truth on every 
class of men. He iiad such a Conviction 
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the prophets 1 1 kno that thou 
believest. 

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, 



of the truth of Ghristianity, that he was 
deterred by no rank, station, or office ; by 
no fear of the rich, the great, and the 
learned ; but every where urged the evi- 
dence of that religion as indisputable. 
In this, lay the secret of no small part of 
his success. A man who really believes 
the truth will be ready to defend it. A 
man who truly loves religion will not be 
ashamed of it any where. 

28. ThenAgrippa said unto Paul. He 
could not deny that he believed the pro- 
phets. He could not deny that the argu- 
ment was a strong one, that they had 
been fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. He 
could not deny that the evidence of the 
miraculous interposition of God in the 
conversion of Paul was overwhelming. 
And instead, therefore, of charging him 
as Festus had done with derangement, 
he canaidly and honestly avows the im- 
pression which the proof had made on 
his mind. IT Almost. Except a very 
little. 'Ev oxiyta. Thou hast nearly Con- 
vinced me that Christianity is true, and 
persuaded me to embrace it/ The argu- 
ments of Paul had been so rational ; the 
appeal which he had made to his belief 
of the prophets had been so irresistible, 
that he had been nearly convinced of the 
truth of Christianity. We are to remem- 
ber, (1.) That Agrippa was a Jew, and 
that he would look on this whole subject 
in a different manner from the Roman 
Festus. (2.) That Agrippa does not ap- 
pear to have partaken of the violent pas- 
sions and prejudices of the Jews who had 
accused Paul. (3.) His character as 
given by Josephus is that of a mild, can- 
did, and ingenuous man. He had no par- 
ticular hostility to Christians; he knew 
that they were not justly charged with 
sedition and crime ; and he saw the con- 
clusion to which 1 belief of the prophets 
mevitably tended. Yet, as in thousands 
of other, cases, he was not quite persuad- 
ed to be a Christian. What was included 
in the "almost;" what prevented his 
bmng quite persuaded, we know not. It 
may have been that the evidence was 
not so clear to his mind as he would pro- 
fess to desire ; or that he was not willing 
to give up his sins ; or that he was too 
proud to rank himself with the followers 
of Jesus of Nazareth; or that, like Felix, 
he was willing to defer it to a more con- 
"^enient season. There is every reason to 
believe that he was never quite persuaded 



Almost thou «* persuadest me to be 
a Christian. 



to embrace the Lord Jesus ; and that he 
was never nearer the kingdom of heaven 
than at this moment. It was the crisis, 
the turning point in Agrippa's life, and in 
his eternal destiny ; and, like thousands 
of others, he neglected or refused to allow 
the full conviction of the truth on \m 
mind, and died in his sins. IT Thou per 
suadest me. Thou dost convince me of 
the truth of the Christian religion, and 
persuadest me to embrace it. IT To he a 
Christian. On the name Christian, see 
Note, ©h. xi. 26. : Gn this deeply interest- 
ing case, vve may observe, (1.) That there 
are many in the same situation as Agrip- 
pa — many who are almost, but not alto- 
gether, persuaded to be Christians. They 
are found among (a) Those who have been 
religiously educated ; (6) Those who are 
convinced by argument of the truth of 
Christianity; (c) Those whose consciences 
are awakened, and who feel their guilt, 
and the necessity of some better portion 
than this world can furnish. (2.) Such 
persons are deterred from being altoge- 
ther Christians by the following, among 
other causes, (a) By the^ love of sin— 
the love of sin in general, or some par- 
ticular sin which they are not vvilling to 
abandon. (5) The fear of shame, perse- 
cution, or contempt, if they become Chris- 
tians, (c) By the temptations of the 
world-^its cares, vanities, and allure- 
ments — which are often prosecuted mo&l 
strongly in just this state of mind, {d) 
The love of office, the pride of rank, and 
power as in the case of Agrippa. (e) A 
disposition, like Felix, to delay to a more 
favourable time the work of religion, 
until life has wasted away, and death ap- 
proaches, and it is too late ; and the un- 
happy man dies almost a Christian. (3.) 
This state of mind is one of peculiar in- 
terest, and peculiar danger. It is not one 
of safety; and it is not one that impHes 
any certainty that the * almost Christian' 
will ever be saved. There is no reason 
to believe that Agrippa ever became 
/wZ/y persuaded to become a Christian. 
To be almost persuaded to do a thing 
which we ought to do, and yet not to do 
it, is the very position of guilt and dan- 
ger. And it is no wonder that many are 
brought to this point — the turning point, 
the crisis of life — and then lose theii 
anxiety, and die in their sins. May the 
God of grace keep us from resting in 
being almost persuaded to be Christians 



Hosted by 



Google 



A B, 62.] 



CHAPTER XXVL 



333 



29 And Pa^l said, i would « to 
God that not only thou, but also all 
that h^ear m^. this day, were both 
almost, and altogether suck as i 
am, except these bonds. 

30 And when he had thus spoken, 
the kin^ rose up, and the governor, 



And «iay every ©ne who shall read this 
account of Agrippa be admonished by his 
convictions, and be alarmed by the fact 
that he then paused, and that his convic- 
tions there ended 1 And may every one 
resolve by the help of God to forsake 
every thing that prevents his becoming 
an entire believer, and without delay 
embrace the SSonofGod as his Saviourl 

29. I would to God. I pray to God ; I 
earnestly desire it of God, This shows, 
(1.) Paul's intense desire that Agrippa, and 
all who heard him, might be saved. (2.) 
His steady and constant belief that none 
b^t God could incline them to become 
altogether Ghrietiaris. Hence he ex- 
pressed it as the object which he ear- 
nestly sought ©f God, that they might be 
true ' believers. Paul knew well that 
there was nothing that would overcome 
the reluctance of the human heart to 
ae an entire Christia?i but the grace and 
mercy of God. ' He had addressed To 
them the convincing arguments of reli- 
gion; and he now breathed forth his 
earnest prayer to God that these argu- 
ments might be effectual. So pr^ys 
every faithful minister of the cross. II All 
that kear me. Festus, and the military 
and civil officers who had been assem- 
bled to hear ms defence, ch. xxv. 23.- 
^' Were both almosti and altogether, '■ &c. 
Paul had no higher wish for them than 
that they might have the faith and con- 
Bolations which he had himself enjoyed. 
He had so firm a conviction of the truth 
of Christianity, and had experienced so 
much of its consolations and supports 
amidst all his persecutions and trials, 
that his highest desire for them was, that 
they might experience the same inex^ 
pressibly pure and holy consolations. He 
well knew that there was neither happi- 
ness nor safety in being almost a Chris- 
tian; and he desired, therefore, that they 
would give themselves, as he had done,' 
entirely and altogether to the service of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. ^ Except these 
bonds. These chains. This is an ex- 
ceedingly happy and touching appeal. 
Probably Paul, when he said this, lifted 
jp his ami with the chain attached to it. 



and Bernice, and they that sat with 
them. 

31 And when they were gone 
aside, they talked between them- 
selves, saying, This man doeth no- 
thing worthy of death or of bonds, 

32 Then said Agrippa unto Fes- 



His vi^ish was, that they might be parta- 
kers of the pure joys which religion had 
conferred on him ; that in all other re- 
spects they might partake of the effects 
of the gospel^ earcept those chains. Those 
he did not wish them to bear. The per- 
secutions, and unjust trials, arid confiiie- 
menis which he had been called to suf- 
fer in the cause, he did not desire them 
to endure. True Christians wish others 
to partake of the full blessings of reli- 
gion. The trials Vi^hich they themselves 
experience from without in unjust perse- 
cutions, ridicule, and slander, they do 
not wish them to endure. The triafe 
which they themselves experience from 
an evil heart, from corrupt passions, and 
from temptations, they do not wish others 
to experience. But even with these, re- 
ligion confers infinitely more pure joy 
than the world can give; and even 
though others should be called to expe- 
rience severe trials for their religion; 
still. Christians wish that all should par- 
take of the pure consolations which Chris- 
tianity alone can furnish in this world and 
the world to come. 

31. This man doeth nothing worthy oj 
death. This was the conclusion to which 
they had come, after hearing all that the 
Jews had to allege against him. It was 
the result of the whole investigation; 
and we have, therefore, the concurring 
testimony of Claudius Lysias (ch. xxiii, 
29), of Felix <ch. xxiv.), of Festus (ch. 
XXV. 26, 27), and of Agrippa to his inno- 
cence. More honourable and satisfac 
tory testimony of his innocence Pau^. 
could not have desired. It was a fuh 
acquittal from aU the charges against 
him ; and though he was to be sent to 
Rome, yet he went there with every fa- 
vourable circumstance of being acquitted 
there also. 

32. Then said Agrippa unto Festus, &c. 
This is' a full declaration of the convic 
tion of Agrippa, that Paul was innocent 
It is an instance also where boldness and 
fidelity will be attended with happy re- 
sults. Paul had concealel nothing of 
the truth. He had made a bola and 
faithful appeal (ver. 27) to Agrippa him- 
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tas, This man might have been set 
at liberty, if he had not appealed 
unto Cesar. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

AND when it was determined 
"^^ that we should sail into Italy, 



self for the truth of what he was saying. 
By this appeal, Agrippa had not been 
offended. It had only served to impress 
him more with the innocence of Paul. 
It is an instance which shows us that 
religion may be commended to the eon- 
sciences and reason of princes, and kings, 
and judges, so that they will see its truth. 
It is an instance which shows us that 
the most bold and faithful appeals may 
foe made by the ministers of religion to 
their hearers, for the truth of what they 
are saying. And it is a full proof that 
the most faithful appeals, if respectful, 
may be made without offending men, 
and with the certainty that they will 
feel and admit their force. All preach- 
ers should be as faithful as Faul; and 
whatever may he the rank and charac- 
ter of their auditors, they should never 
doubt that they have truth and God on 
their side, and that their message, when 
most bold and faithful, will commend it- 
self to the consciences of men. 
CHAPTER XXVIi. 
1. And when it was determined. By 
Festus (ch. XXV. 12), and when the time 
was come when it was convenient to 
send him. TF That we shoidd sail. The 
use of the term "we" here shows that 
the author of this book, Luke, was with 
Paul. He had been the companion of 
Paul, and though he had not been ac- 
cused, yet it was resolved that he should 
still accompany him. Whether he went 
at his own expense, or whether he was 
sent at the expense of the Roman govern- 
ment, does not appear. There is a dif- 
ference of reading here in the ancient 
versions. The Syriac reads it, " And 
thus Festus determined that he [Paul] 
should be sent to Cesar in Italy," &c. 
The Latin Vulgate and the Arabic also 
read "he" instead of "we." But the 
Greek manuscripts are uniform ; and the 
correct reading is, doubtless, that which 
is in our version. H Into Italy. The 
country still bearing the same name, of 
which Rome was the capital. IT And 
certain other prisoners. Who were pro- 
bably also sent to Rome for a trial before 
the emperor. Dr. Lardner has proved 
that it was common to send prisoners 



they delivered Paul ** and certain 
other prisoners unto one named 
Julius, a centurion of Augustus 
band. 

2 And entering into a ship of 
Adramyttium, we launched, mean- 

a C.25. 12,25. 



from Judea and othei T^eovinces to Rom© 
Credibility, Part 1, cH. x. § 10. pp. 248, 
249. ^ A centurion. A commander of 
a hundred men. f Of Augustus' band. 
For the meaning of the word "band" 
see Note, Matt, xxvii. 27. Acts x. 1. It 
was a division in the Roman army, con- 
sisting of from four to six hundred men. 
It was called "Augustus' band" in ho- 
nour of the Roman emperor Augustua 
(Note, ch. XXV. 21), and was probably 
distinguished in some way for the care 
in enlisting or selecting them. The Au- 
gustine cohort or band is mentioned by 
Suetonius in his Life of Nero, 20. 

2. A ship of Adramyttium. A mari 
time town of Mysia, in Asia Minor, oppo- 
site to the island of Lesbos. This v^ as a 
ship which had been built there, or which 
sailed from that pors, but which was 
then in the port of Cesarea. It is evi- 
dent from ver. 6, that this ship was not 
expected to sail to Italy, but that the 
centurion expected to find some other 
vessel into which he could put the pri- 
soners to take them to Rome. ^ We 
launched. We loosed from our anchor- 
age ; or we set sail. See ch. xiii. 13. 
IF By the coasts of Asia. Of Asia Minor. 
Probably the owners of the ship designed 
to make a coasting voyage along the 
southern part of Asia Minor, and to en- 
gage in traffic with the maritime towns 
and cities. IT One Aristarehus^ a Macedo- 
dian. This man is mentioned as Paul's 
companion in travel in ch. xix. 29. He 
afterwards attended him to Macedonia, 
and returned with him to Asia. ch. xx. 4 
He now appears to have attended him, 
not as a prisoner, but as a voluntary com- 
panion, choosing to share with him hia 
dangers, and to enjoy the benefit of hia 
society and friendship. He went with 
him to Rome, and was a fellow-prisoner 
with him there (Col. iv. 10) ; and is men- 
tioned (epistle to Philemon 24) as Paul's 
fellow-labourer. It was, doubtless, a great 
comfort to Paul to have with him tivo 
such valuable friends as Luke and Aris- 
tarchus ; and it was an instance of great 
aflfecfion for him that they were not 
ashamed of his bonds, but were willing 
to share his dangers, and tp^^exppse them 
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ing to sail by the coasts of Asia ; 
one Aristarchus, ** a Macedonian of 
Fhessalonica, being with us. ^ 

3 And the next day we touched 
at Sid on. And Julius courteously 
^ entreated Paul, and gave him li- 
berty to g-o unto his friends to re- 
fresh himself. 

4 And when we had launched 
from thence, we sailed under Cy- 
prus, because the winds were con- 
trary. 

ac.19.29. ic.24.23j 2.8.16. 



selves to neril for the sake of accompany- 
mg him to Rome. 

3. We touched at Sidon, Note, Matt- 
xi. 21. It was north of Cesarea. ^ And 
Julius courteously entreated Paul. Treat- 
ed him kindly, or humanely. *^ And gave 
him liberty, &c. The same thing had 
been done by Felix, ch. xxiv. 23, f Unto 
his friends. In Sidon. Paul had frequently 
travelled in that direction in going to, 
and returning from Jerusalem, and it is 
not improbable, therefore, that he had 
Q-iends in all tiie principal cities, f To 
refresh himself. To enjoy the benefit 
of their kind care, to make his present 
situation and his voyage as comfortable 
as possible. It is probable that they 
would furnish him with many suppHes 
which were needful to make his long 
and perilous voyage comfortable. 

4. We sailed under Cyprus. For an 
account of Cyprus, see Note, ch. iv. 36. 
By sailing " under Cyprus" is meant that 
they sailed along its coasts; they kept 
near to it; they thus endeavoured to 
breaA off the violent Winds. Instead of 
steering a direct course in the open sea, 
which would have exposed them to vio- 
lent opposing winds, they kept near this 
large island, so that it was between them 
and the westerly winds. The force of the 
wind was thus broken, and the voyage 
rendered less difficult and dangerous. 
They went between Cyprus and Asia 
Minor, leaving Cyprus to the left Had 
it not been ibr the strong western winds 
they would havo left it on the right. 
IT The winds were contrary. Were from 
fhe west, or southwest, which thus pre- 
vented their pursuing a direct course. 
See the map. 

5. The sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia. 
The sea which lies off the coast from 
these two regions. For their situation, 
see the map, and Notes, Acts vi. 9, and 
xiii 13. % We came to Myra, a city of 
Lycia. Lycia was a province in the 

2 F i 



5 And when we had sailed ovei 
the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, 
we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 

6 And there the centurion found 
a ship of Alexandria sailing into 
Italy ; and he put us therein. 

7 And when we had sailed s/owly 
many days, and scarce were come 
over against Cnidus, the wind not 
suffering. us, we sailed under Crete 
' over against Salmone ; 

8 And, hardly passing it, came 

1 or, Candy. 

southwestern part of Asia Minor, having 
Phrygia and Pisidia on the north, the Me- 
diterranean on the south, Pamphylia or 
the east, and Caria on the west. 

6. A ship of Alexa7idria. A ship be 
longing to Alexandria. Alexandria was 
in Egypt, and was founded by Alexander 
the Great. It appears from ver. 38, that 
the ship was laden with wheat. It is 
well known that great quantities of wheat 
were imported from Egypt to Rome ; and 
it appears that this was one of the large 
ships which were employed for that 
purpose. Why the ship was on the 
coast of Asia Minor, is not known. But 
it is probable that it had been driven 
out of its way by adverse winds or tern 
pests. 

7. Had sailed slowly. By reason of the 
prevalence of the western winds, ver. 4 
IT Over against Cnidus. This was a city 
standing on a promontory of the same name 
in Asia Minor, in the part of the province 
of Cana called Doris, and a little north- 
west of the island of Rhodes. IF The wind 
not suffering us. The wind repelling us 
in that direction , not permitting us to hold 
on a direct course, we were driven off 
near to Crete. IT We sailed U7ider Crete. 
See ver. 4. We lay along near to Crete, 
so as to break the violence of the wind. 
For the situation of Crete, see Note, ch. 
ii. 11. IT Over against Salmone. Near to 
Salmone. This was the name of the 
promontory which formed the eastern ex- 
tremity of the island of Crete. 

8. And, hardly passing it. Scarcely be- 
ing able to pass by it without being 
wrecked. Being almost driver, on it 
Thev passed round the east end of the 
island, because they had been unable to 
sail directly forward between the island 
and the main land, f The fair havens. 
This was on the southeastern part of the 
island of Crete. It was probably not so 
much a harbour as an open kind of road^ 
which afforded good anchorage for a time; 
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nnto a place which is called the fair 
havens ; nigh whereunto was the 
city of Lasea. 

9 Now when much time was 
spent, and when sailing was now 
dangerous, because the fast ' was 
now already past, Paul admonished 
them, 

10 And said unto them, Sirs, 1 
perceive ° that this voyage will be 
with 2 hurt and much damage, not 

1 The feast was on the lOth day of the "ith month. 
Lev.23.2T,29. a 2Kings 6.9,10. Dan.2.20. Amos 3,7. 
s or, injia-y. 



It is called by Stephen, the geographer, 
" the fair shore." 

9. When much time was spent. In sail- 
ing along the coast of Asia ^ in contend- 
ing with the contrary winds. It is evi- 
dent, that when they started, tliey had 
hoped to reach Italy before the dangerous 
time of navigating the Mediterranean 
should arrive. But they had been de- 
tained and embarrassed contrary to their 
expectation, so that they were now sailing 
in the most dangerous and tempestuous 
time of the year. IT Because the fast was 
now already past. By " the fast," here is 
evidently intended the fast which occur- 
red among the Jews on the great day of 
atonement. That was the tenth of the 
month Tisri, which answers to a part of 
September and part of October. It was 
therefore the time of the autumnal equi- 
nox, and when the navigation of the Me- 
diterranean was esteemed to be particu- 
larly dangerous, fi*om the storms which 
usually occurred about that tirne. The 
ancients regarded this as a dangerous 
time to navigate the Mediterranean. See 
the proofs in Kuinoel on this place. 1 Paul 
admonished them. Paul exhorted, entreat- 
ed, or persuaded them. He was some- 
what accustomed to the navigation of 
that sea ; and endeavoured to persuade 
tiiem not to risk the danger of sailing at 
that season of the year. 

10. Sirs. Gr. Men. '^ [perceive. It 
IS not certain that Paul understood this 
by direct inspiration. He might have 
perceived it from his own knowledge of 
the danger of navigation at the autumnal 
equinox, and from what he saw of the ship 
as unfitted to a dangerous navigation. But 
there is nothing that should prevent our 
believing also that he was guided to this 
conclusion by the inspiration of the Spirit 
of God. Comp. ver. 23, 24. ^ WiU be 
with liurt. With injury, or hazard. It is 
ti»>t meant that their liviBB would bs loBt; 



oiily of the lading and ship, but 
also of our lives. 

11 Nevertheless, the centurion 
believed the master and the ownei 
of the ship, more than those things 
which were spoken by Paul. 

12 And because the haven was 
not commodious to winter in, the 
more part advised to depart thence 
also, if by any means they might 
attain to Phenice, and there to win- 



but that they would be jeoparded. IT The 
lading. The freight of the ship. It was 
laden with wheat, ver. 38. Paul, evi- 
dently, by this, intended to suggest the 
propriety of remaining where they were, 
until the time of dangerous navigation 
was past. 

] 1. The master. The captain, or the 
pilot. The person who is here meant, 
was the helmsman, who occupied, in an- 
cient ships, a conspicuous place on the 
stern, and steered the ship, and gave 
directions to the crew. IF The owner of 
the ship. Probably a different person from 
" the master." He had the general com- 
mand of the ship as his own property, but 
had employed ** the master," or the pilot, 
to direct and manage it. Kis counsel in 
regard to the propriety of continuing the 
voyage, would be likely to be followed. 

12. The haven. The fair havens, ver. 
8. •![ Was not commodious to winter in 
Not safe or convenient to remain there 
Probably it furnished rather a safe an- 
chorage ground in time of a storm, than 
a convenieut place for a permanent har- 
bour. ^ The more yart. The greater part 
of the crew. IT To Phenice. This was a 
port or harbour on the south side of Crete, 
and west of the faff havens. It was a 
more convenient harbour, and regarded as 
more safe. It appears therefore, that the 
majority of persons on hoard concurred 
with Paul in the belief that it was not 
advisable to attempt the navigation of the 
sea until the dangers of the winter had 
passed by, TT And lieth toward. Greek 
Looking toward ; i. e. it was open in that 
direction. IF The southv)est. Kara AZ/Sc* 
Toward Lybia, or Africa. That country 
was situated southwest of the mouth of 
the harbour. The entrance of the hai** 
bour was in a southwest direction. 
IT And northwest. Kmtcs Xw^ov. This 
word denotes a wind blowing from the 
north wiGSt. The harbour %va« doubtkaff 
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fcer ; which is an haven of Crete, ** 
and lieth toward the southwest and 
northwest. 

13 And when the south wind 
blew softly, supposing that they 
had obtained iAe2V purpose, looUf 
ing ^ thence, they sailed close by 
Crete. 

14 But not long after there ' 
arose against it a tempestuous " 
wind, called Euroclydon. 



eurved. Its entrance was in a southwest 
direction It then turned so as to lie in a 
direction towards the northwest. It was 
thus rendered perfectly safe from the 
winds and heavy seas ; and in that har- 
bour they might pass the winter in secu- 
rity. 

13. The south wind. The wind before 
had probably been a he^d wind, blowing 
from the west. When it veered round to 
the south, and when it blew gently, 
though not entirely favourable, yet it was 
so that they supposed they could sail 
along the coast of Crete. IT Had obtained 
their purpose. The object of their desire ; 
that is, to sail safely along the coast of 
Crete. IT Loosing thence. Setting sail 
from the fair havens, IT Close by Crete. 
Near the shore. It is evident that they 
designed, if possible, to make the harbour 
of Phenice, to winter there. 

14. Arose. Beat violently. IT Against 
it. Against the island of Crete. IF A. 
tempestuous wind. Turbulent, Violent, 
strong. ^Called JSwrocZycfon. Interpre- 
ters have been much perplexed about 
the meaning of this word, which occurs 
nowhere else in the New Testament. 
The most probable supposition is, that it 
denotes a wind not blowing steadily from 
any quarter, but a hurricane, or wind 
veering about to different quarters. Such 
hurricanes are known to abound in the 
Mediterranean, and are now called Jje- 
vanlers, deriving their name from blowing 
chiefly in the Levant, or eastern part of 
the Mediterranean. The name Eurocly- 
don i?, derived probably from two Greek 
words, ivqogy wmc?, and x^oJcoi/, a wave; 
BO called from its agitating and exciting 
the waves. It thus answers to the usual 
effects of a hurricane, or of a wind ra- 
pidly changing its points of compass. 

15. The skij) was caught. By the wind. 
It came suddenly upon them as a tem- 
pest. % Could, not bear up, &c. Could 
not r^ktits violence, or could not direct 
the ship. It was seized by the wind, and 



15 And when the ship was caught, 
and could not bear up into the wind, 
we let Aer drive. 

16 And running under a certain 
island which is called Claiida, we 
had much work to come oy the 
boat; 

17 Which when they had ta- 
ken up, they used helps, under- 
g-irding" the ship; and fearing lest 
they should fall ^ into the quic 



driven with such violence that it becam© 
unmanageable. IT We let her drive. We 
suffered the ship to be borne along by 
the wind without attempting to control it- 

16. And running under. Running near 
to an island. They run near to it, where 
the violence of the wind was probably 
broken by the island. IT Which is called 
Clauda. This is a small island southwest 
of Crete. %We had muchworh Much 
difficulty; we were scarcely able to do 
it. IT To come by the boat. This does not 
mean that they attempted here to land in 
the boat, but they had much difficulty in 
saving the small boat* attached to the ship 
from being staved to pieces. Whether 
it was carried in the ship or towed at 
the stern does not appear; but it is evi- 
dent that it was in danger of being broken 
to pieces^ or lost, and that they had much 
difficulty in securing it. The importance 
of securing the small boat is known by 
all seamen. 

11, Which when they had taJcen up. 
When they had raised up the boat into 
the ship, so as to secure it. IF They used 
helps. They used ropes, cables, stays, or 
chains, for the purpose of securing the 
ship. The danger was that the ship would 
be destroyed; and they, therefore, made 
use of such aids as should prevent the 
loss of the ship.' IT Undergirding the ship. 
The ancients were accustomed to pass 
cables or strong ropes from one side of 
the ship to another, to keep the planks 
from spring'ng or stariuig by the action 
of the sea. The rope was slipped under 
the prow, and passed along to any part of 
the keel which they pleased, and made 
fast on the deck. See cases mentioned 
in Kuinoel on this verse. An instance 
of the same kind is mentioned in lord 
Anson's voyage round the world. Speak 
ing of a Spanish man-of-war in a storm, 
he says, "they were obliged to throw 
overboard all their upper-deck gun&, and 
take six turns of the cable round the 
I ship, to prevent her opening '• (Clarke,\ 
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patids, slrake sail, and so were 
driven. 

18 And being exceedingly tossed 
* with a tempest, the next day they 
lightened the ship. 

19 And the third day we cast 
out * with our own hands the tack- 
ling of the ship. 

20 And when neither * sun nor 
stars in many days appeared, and 
no small tempest lay on us^ all hope 
** that we should be saved was then 
taken away. 

21 But after long abstinence, 
Paul stood forth in the midst of 

aPs.107.27. Z)Job2.4. Jon.1.5. c P3.105,28. 

dEzek.37.ll. e ver.lO. /ver.l3. g-Job 

22.29. Ps.112,7. 2Cor.4.8,9. h c.23.n. t Heb.1.14. 



IT Jje.si ihey should fall into the quick- 
sands. There were two celebrated syr- 
tes, or quicksands on the coast of Africa, 
called the greater and lesser. They 
were vast beds of sand driven up by the 
sea, and constantly shifting their position, 
so that that they could not know cer- 
tainly where the danger was, and guard 
against it. As they were constantly 
changing their position, they could not 
be accurately laid down in a chart. 
They were afraid, therefore, that they 
should be driven on one of those banks 
of sand, and thus be lost. TT Stroke sail. 
Or rather, lowered, or took down the 
mast; or the yards to which the sails were 
attached. There has been a great vari- 
ety of interpretations proposed on this 
passage. The most probable is, that 
they took down the mast, by cutting or 
otherwise, as is now done in storms at 
sea, to save the ship. They were at the 
mercy of the wind and waves ; and their 
only hope was by taking away their sails. 
V And so were driven. By the wind and 
waves. The ship was unmanageable, 
and they suffered it to be driven before 
the wind, 

18. They lightened the ship. By throw- 
ing out a part of the cargo. 

19. The tackling of the ship. The an- 
chors, sails, cables, baggage, &c. That 
is, they threw over every thing that 
was not mdispensable to its preservation, 
for it seems still (ver. 29) that they re- 
tained some of their anchors on board. 

20. Neither sun nor stars, &c. As they 
could see neither sun nor stars, they 
could make no observations ; and as they 
had no compass, they would be totally 



them, and said, Sirs, ye should 
have hearkened ^ unto me, and not 
have loosed-^ from Crete, and to 
have gained this harm and loss. 

22 And now ^ I exhort you to be 
of good cheer: for there shall be 
no loss of any marl's life among 
you, but of the ship. 

23 For there stood by me this 
night ^ the angel * of God, whose J 
I am, and whom '' I serve. 

24 Saying, Fear not, Paul ; thou 
must be brought before Cesar : and, 
lo, God hath given thee ^ all them 
that sail with thee. 

j Deut.32.9. Ps.135.4. I6a.44.5. Mal.3,17. Jno.17.9,10. 
lCor.6,20. lPet.2,9,10 h Ps.l 16.16. Isa.44.2I. Dan. 

3.17J 6,16. Jno.l2.'26. Rom.1.9. 2Tim.l.3. Z Gen. 

19,21,22. 



ignorant of their situation, and gave up 
all as lost. 

21. But after long abstinence. By the 
violence of the storm, by their long-con- 
tinued labour, and by their apprehension 
of danger, they had a long time abstained 
from food. ^ And to have gained this 
harm. To have procured this harm, or 
have subjected yourselves to it. Had you 
remained there, you would have been 
safe. It seems to be bad English to 
speak of gaining a loss, but it is a cor- 
rect translation of the original (x^^^ijo-^/), 
which expresses the idea of acquiring or 
procuring, whether good or evil. See 
ver. 9, 10. 

22. There shall be no loss. This must 
have been cheering news to those who 
had given up all for lost. As Paul had 
manifested great wisdom in his formei 
advice to them, they might be now more 
disposed to listen to him. The reason 
why he believed they would be safe, he 
immediately states, 

23. There stood by me. There appear- 
ed to me. "ir The angel of God. The 
messages of God were often communi- 
cated by angels. See Heb, i. 14, This 
does not mean that there was any parti- 
cular angel, but simply an angel. II Whose 
lam. Of the God to whom I belong. 
This is an expression of Paul's entire de- 
votedness to him. 'H Whom I serve. In 
the gospel. To whom and lo whose 
cause I am entirely devoted. 

24. Fear not, Paul. Do not be alarm- 
ed with the danger of the loss of life. 
T jTAom must be brought, &c. And there- 
fore thy life will be spared. IT God hath 
given thee all, &c. Tha<^ is, they shall all 
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25 Whwefore, sirs, be of good 
eh&er ; foi * I believe God, that it 
Bhall be even as it was told me. 

26 Howbeit, we must be cast 
upon a certain island. ^ 

27 But when the fourteenth 
ligh.t w^as come, as we w^ere driv- 
en up and down in Adria, about 
midnight the shipmen deemed that 
they drew near to some country : 

28 And sounded, and found it 
twenty fathoms: and when they 
had gone a little further, they 

aLuke 1.45, Rom.4.20,21.2Tim.l.l2. 6 c.28.1. , 

be preserved with thee. None of their 
lives shall be lost. It does not mean that 
they should be converted 5 but that their 
lives should be preserved. It is implied 
here that it was for the sake of Paul, or 
that the leading purpose of the divine 
interposition to rescue them from danger 
was, to save his life. The wicked often 
derive important benefits from being con- 
nected with Christians? and God often 
confers important favours on them in his 
general purpose to benefit his own peo- 
ple. The lives of impenitent men are 
often spared because God interposes to 
save his own people. 

25. Howbeit. JVevertheless. IT Upon a 
cerlain island. Malta. See ch. xxviii, 1. 

27. 7%e fourteefilh night. From the 
time when the tempest commenced. IT/n 
Adria. In the Adriatic sea. This sea is 
properly situated between Italy and Dal- 
matia, now called the Adriatic gulf But 
among the ancients the name was given 
not only to that gulf, but to the whole 
sea lying between Greecu, Italy, and 
Africa, including the Sicilian and Ionian 
sea. It is evident from the narrative, 
that they were not in the Adriatic gulf, 
but in the vicinity of Malta. See the 
map. ^ Deemed. Judged. Probably by 
the appearance of the sea. 

28. And sounded. To sound is to make 
use of a line and lead to ascertain the 
depth of water. IT Twenty fathoms. A 
fathom is six feet, or the distance from 
the extremity of the middle finger on one 
hand to the extremity of the other, when 
the arms are extended. The depth, there- 
fore, was about one hundred and twenty 
ieet IF Fifteen fathoms. They knew, 
therefore, that they were drawing near 
to shore. 

29 They cast four anchors. On ac- 
count of the violence of the storm and 

av&s, to make if possible the ship se- 



sounded again, and found it fifteen 
fathoms. 

29 Then fearing lest they should 
have fallen upon rocks, they cast 
four anchors out of the stern, and 
wished " for the day. 

30 And as the shipmen were 
about to flee out of the ship, when 
they had let down the boat into the 
sea, under colour as though they 
would have cast anchors out of the 
foreship, 

31 Paul said to the centurion 



cure. IT And wished for the day. To 
discern more accurately their situation 
and danger. 

30. The shipmen. The sailors, leaving 
the prisoners. IT Under colour. Under 
pretence. They pretended that it was 
necessary to get into the boat, and carry 
the anchors ahead of the ship so as to 
make it secure, but with a real intention 
to make for the shore. IF Out of the fore- 
skip. From the prow, so as to make the 
fore part of the ship secure. The reason 
why they did this was, probably, that 
they expected the ship would go to 
pieces ; and as all on board could not be 
saved in one small boat, they resolved to 
escape to a place of safety as soon as 
possible. 

31. Paul said to the centurion and the 
soldiers. The centurion had, it appears, 
the general direction of the ship. ver. 1 1. 
Probably it had been pressed into the 
service of the government. "^Except 
these. These seamen. The soldiers and 
the centurion were unqualified to ma- 
nage the ship, and the presence of the 
sailors was therefore indispensable to the 
preservation of any. IF Abide in the ship. 
Remain on board. IF Fe cannot be saved. 
You cannot be preserved from death. 
You will have no hope of managing the 
ship so as to be secure from death. Il 
will be remembered that Paul had been 
informed by the angel, and had assured 
them (ver. 22 — 24), that no lives should 
be lost. But it was only in the use of the 
proper means that their lives would be 
safe. Though it had been determined, 
and though Paul had the assurance that 
their lives would be safe, yet this did not, 
in his view, prevent the use of the proper 
means to secure it. From this we may 
learn, (1.) That the certainty of an event 
does not render it improper to use means 
to obtain it (2.) That though th<j event 
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and to the so.diers, Except these 
abide in the ship, ye cannot be 
saved. 

32 Then the soldiers cut off 
the ropes of the boat, and let her 
fall off. 

33 And while the day was com- 
ing on, Paul besought them all to 
take meat, saying, This day is the 
fourteenth day that ye have tar- 
ried, and continued fasting, having 



a Matt.15.32. lTim.5.23. 
10.30. Luke 12.7J 21.18. 



b IKings 1.52. Matt. 



may be determined, yet the use of the 
means may be indispensable. The event 
is rendered no more certain than tiie 
means requisite to accomplish it. (3.) 
That the doctrine of the divine purposes 
or decrees, making certain future events, 
does not make the use of man's agency 
unnecessary or improper. The means 
are determined as well as the end; and 
the one will not be secured without the 
other. (4.) The same is true in regard 
to the decrees respecting salvation. The 
end is not determined without the means ,' 
and as God has resolved that his people 
shall be saved, so he has also determined 
the means. He has ordained that they 
Bhall repent, shah believe, shall be holy, 
and shalWAws be saved. (5.) We have 
in this case a full answer to the objection 
that a behef in the decrees of God will 
make men neglect the means of salva- 
tion, and lead to licentiousness. It has 
just the contrary tendency. Here is a 
case in which Paul certainZi/ believed in 
the purpose of God to save these men ; 
in which he was assured that it was fully 
determined ; and yet the effect was not 
to produce inattention and unconcern, but 
to prompt him to use strenuous efforts to 
accomplish the very effect which God 
had determined should take place. So it 
is always. A belief that God has pur- 
poses of mercy ; that he designs, and has 
always designed, to save some, will 
prompt to the use of all proper means to 
secure it. If we had no evidence that 
God had any such purpose, effort would 
be vain. We should have no induce- 
ment to exertion. Where we have such 
evidence, it operates as it did in the case 
of Paul, to produce great and strenuous 
endeavours to secure the object. 

32. Cut of the ropes, &c. It is evident 
that the mariners had not yet got on 
board the boat. They had lei it down 
into the sea (vei 30), and were about to 



taken nothing. 

34 Wherefore I pray } ou to takt 
some meat ; for this ** is for youi 
health : for there * shall not an hair 
fall from the head of any of you. 

35 And when he had thus 
spoken, he took bread, and '^ gave 
thanks to God in presence of them 
all : and when he had broken /^, he 
began to eat. 

36 Then , were they all of good 

c lSam.9.13. Matt.15.36. Mark 8.6. Jno.6.1l,23. ITina- 
4.3,4. 



go on board. By thus cutting the ropes 
which fastened the boat to the ship, and 
letting it go, they removed all possibility 
of their fleeing from the ship, and com* 
polled them to remain on board. 

33. Awd! iDhile the day was coming on. 
At daybreak. It was before they had 
sufficient light to -discern what they 
should do. '^ To take meat. Food. The 
word weaf was formerly used to denote 
food of any kind. IT That ye have tarried. 
That you have remained or been fasting. 
f Ba ing tahen nothing. Na regular 
mp^i V cannot mean that they had 
livfcv^ V Jw <v without food ; but that they 
had hc^x. JO .mch Ir 'langer, so constant- 
ly engaged, and so anxious about their 
SLfety, that they had taken no regidar 
meal J and that what they had taken had 
been at irregular intervals, and had been 
a scanty allowance. "Appian speaks of 
an army which for twenty days together 
had neither food nor sleep ; by which he 
must mean that they neither made full 
meals, nor slept whole nights together. 
The same interpretation must be given to 
this phrase." (Doddridge.) The effect 
of this must have been, that they would 
be weak and exhausted; and little able 
to endure the fatigues which yet re- 
mained. 

34. Not an hair fall from the head, &c. 
This is a proverbial expression, denoting 
that they should be preserved safe ; that 
none of them should be lost, and that in 
their persons they should not experience 
the least damage. 1 Kings i. 52. I Sam. 
xiv. 45. 

35. And gave thanks, &c. This was 
the usual custom among the Hebrews 
See Note, Matt. xiv. 19. Paul wan 
among those who were not Christians. 
But he was not ashamed of the proper 
acknowledgment of God, and was not 
afraid to avow his dependence on him, 
and to express his gratitude for his mercv- 
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*Jieer, and they also took some 
2aeat. ^ 

37 A.nd we were in all in the 
ship, two hundred threescore and 
sixteen souls. 

38 And when they had eaten 
mough, they lightened the sliip, 
md cast out the wheat into the 
5ea. 

39 And when it was day, they 
knew not the land ;, but they dis- 
covered a certain creek with a 
shore, into the which they were 
minded, if it were possible, to 



33. They lightened the ship. By casting 
the wheat into the sea. As they had no 
hope of saving the cargo, and had no 
further use for it, they hoped that by 
throwing the wheat overboard, the ship 
would draw less water, and that thus 
they would be able to come nearer to the 
shore. 

39. They knew not the land. They had 
been driven with a tempest, without 
being able to make any observation ; and 
it is probable that they were entire stran- 
gers to the coast, and to the whole island. 
II A certain creek with a shore. Greek, A 
certain bosom {k'qkttov) ot bay. By its 
having a shore is probably meant that it 
had a level shore, or one that was conve- 
nient for landing. It was not a high 
bluff of rocks, but was accessible. Kui- 
noeZ thinks that the passage should be 
construed, "they found a certain shore, 
having a bay," &c. *ir Were minded. 
Were resolved. 

40. Had taken up the anchors. The 
four anchors with which they had 
moored the ship. ver. 29. See the 
margin. The expression may mean that 
they slipped or cut their cables, and that 
thus they left the anchors in the sea. 
This is the most probable interpretation. 
f And loosed the rudder-bands. The rud- 
der in navigation is that by which a ship 
is steered. It is that part of the helm 
which consists of a piece of timber, broad 
at the bottom, which enters the water, 
and is attached by hinges to the stern- 
->ost on which it turns. — {Webster.) But 

ffhat was the precise form of the rudder 
tmong the ancients, is not certainly 
^nown. Sometimes a vessel might be 
jteered by oars. In most ships they ap- 
pear to have had a rudder at the prow as 
well as at the stern. In some instances 
ilso, they had them on the side The 



thrust in the ship. 

40 And when they had ^ taken 
up the anchors, they committed 
themselves unto the sea, and loosed 
the rudder-bands, and hoisted up 
the mainsailto the wind, and made 
toward shore. 

41 And falling into a place 
where two seas met, they ran the 
ship aground; and the forepart 
stuck fast, and remained unmov- 
able, but the hinder part was 
broken with the violence of the 
waves. 

1 or, cut the anchors^ left them in thb sea, etc. 



word used here in the Greek is in the 
plural {ribv TTviSocK'fx^v), and it is evident 
that they had in this ship more than one 
rudder. The bands mentioned here were 
probably the cords, or fastenings by 
which the rudder could be made secure 
to the sides of the ship, or could be raised 
up out of the watei in a violent storm, to 
prevent its being cari-ied away. And as 
in the tempest, the rudders had become 
useless (ver. 15. 17), they were probably 
either raised out of the water, or made 
fast. Now that the storm was passed, 
and they could be used again, they were 
loosed, and they endeavoured to direct 
the vessel into port. IT The mainsail. 
AersjLtovci. There have been various ex- 
planations of this word. Luther trans- 
lates it the mast. Erasmus, i!y^<e yards. 
Grotius, who supposes that the mainmast 
had been cast away (ver. 17), thinks that 
this must mean the foremast or bowsprit. 
The word usually means the mainsail. 
The Syriac and Arabic understand it of 
s. small sail, that was hoisted for a tempo- 
rary purpose. 

41. And falling. Being carried by the 
wind and waves, yi Into a place where 
two seas met Gr. Into a place of a dou- 
ble sea. Ai^K\ctc-<rov. That is, a place 
which is washed on both sides by the 
sea. It refers properly to an isthmus, 
tongue of land, or a sand-bar stretching 
out from the main land, and which was 
washed on both sides by the waves. It 
is evident that this was' not properly an 
isthmus that was above the waves, but 
was probably a long sand-bank that 
stretched far out into the sea, and which 
they did not perceive. In endeavouring 
to make the harbour, they ran on this 
bar or sand-bank. "tT They ran the ship 
aground. Not de-^^ignedly, but in endea 
vouring to reach the harbour, ver 39 
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42 And the soldiers' counsel " 
was to kill the prisoners, lest any of 
them should swim out, and escape. 

43 But the centurion, willing to 
save Paul, * kept them from their 
purpose ; and commanded that they 
which could swim should cast 
themselves first into the sea, and get 
to land : 

aP8.74.20. fc2Coi.n.25. 



THE ACTS. [A. D. 6^2, 

44 And the rest, some on hoards, 
and some on broken pieces of the 
ship. And so * it came to pass 
that they escaped all safe to land 

CHAPTER XXVm. 

A ND when they were escaped^ 
-^ then they knew that the island 
^ was called Melita. 

c P8.107.28j30. ver.22. d C.2Y.26. 



IF 'IVie hinder part was broken. The stern 
was broken or staved in. By this means 
the company was furnished with boards, 
(fee, on which they were safely conveyed 
to the shore, -ver. 44. 

42. And the soldiers' counsel, &c. Why 
they gave this advice is not known. It 
was probably, however, because the Ro- 
man military discipline was very strict, 
and if they escaped, it would probably 
be charged on them that it had been 
done by the negligence and unfaithful- 
ness of the soldiers. They therefore pro- 
posed, in a most cruel and bloodthirsty 
manner, to kill them, though contrary 
to all humanity, justice, and laws ; pre- 
suming probably that it would be sup- 
posed that they had perished in the wreck. 
This is a remarkable proof that men can 
be cruel even when experiencing the 
tender mercy of God ; and that the most 
affecting scenes of divine goodness will 
not mitigate the natural ferocity and cru- 
elty of those who delight in blood. 

43. But the centurion, wilting to save 
Paul He had at first been disposed to 
treat Paul with kindness, ver. 3. And 
his conduct on board the ship ; the wis- 
dom of his advice (ver. 10) ; the prudence 
of his conduct in the agitation and danger 
of the tempest; and not improbably the 
beliel that he was under the divine pro- 
tection and blessing, disposed him to 
spare his life. IT Kept them from their 
purpose. Thus, for the sake of this one 
righteous man, the lives of all were 
spared. The instance here shows, (1.) 
That it is possible for a pious man, like 
Paul, so to conduct in the various trying 
scenes of life — the agitations, difficultieB, 
and temptations of this world — as to con- 
ciliate the favour of the men of this 
world ; and, (2.) That important benefits 
often result to sinners from the righteous. 
Paul's being on board was the means of 
saving the lives of many prisoners ; and 
God often confers important blessings on 
the wicked for the sake of the pious rela- 
tives, friends, and neighbours with whom 



they are connected. Ten righteous men 
Avould have saved fe'odom (Gen. xviii. 32) ; 
and Christians are in more ways than 
one the salt of the earth, and the light 
of the world. Matt. v. 13, 14. It is a 
privilege to be related to the friends of 
God— to be the children of pious parents, 
or to be connected with pious partners in 
life. It is a privilege to be connected 
with the friends of God in business ; or to 
dwell near them; or to be associated with 
them in the various walks and dangers 
of life. The streams of blessings which 
flow to fertilize their lands, flow also to 
bless others ; the dews of heaven which 
descendon their habitations, descend on 
all around ; and the God which crowns 
them with loving-kindness, often fills the 
abodes of their neighbours and friends 
with the blessings of peace and salva- 
tion. ^ And commanded. Probably they 
were released from their chains. 

44. And the rest Those who could 
not swim. TT They escaped all safe to 
land. According to the promise which 
was made to Paul. ver. 22. This was 
done by the special providence of God. 
It was a remarkable instance of divine 
interposition to save so many through so 
long continued dangers ; and it shows 
that God can defend in any perils, and 
can accomplish all his purposes. On the 
ocean, or the 'land, we are safe in his 
keeping; and he can devise ways that 
shall fulfill all his purposes, and that can 
protect his people from danger. 
CHAPTER XXVIII. 

1 . They knew. Either from their for- 
mer acquaintance with the island, or 
from the information of the inhabitants. 
TT Was called Melita. Now called Malta. 
It was celebrated formerly for producing 
large quantities of honey, and is supposed 
to have been called Melita from the 
Greek word, signifj^ing honey. It is 
about twenty miles in length from east 
to west, and twelve miles in breadth 
from north to south, and about sixty miles 
1 in circumference It i.s about sixty miles 
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2 And . the barbarous ** people 
shewed us no little kindness : for 
ihey kindled a fire, and received 
us, * every one, because of the 
present rain, and because of the 
cold. 

3 And when Paul had gathered 
a bundle of sticks, and laid them 



a Rom.l.H. Col.3.11. 



b Matt.l0.42. Heb.13.2. 



from the coast of Sicily. The island is 
an immense rock of white soft free-stone, 
with a covering of earth about one foot 
in depth, which has been brought from 
the island of Sicily. There was also 
another island formerly called Meliia, 
now called Meleda, in the Adriatic sea, 
near the coast of Illyricum, and some 
have supposed that Paul was shipwreck- 
ed on that islarid. But tradition has uni- 
formly said that it was on the island now 
called Malta. Besides, the other Melita 
would have been far out of the usual 
track in going to Italy ; and it is further 
evident that Malta was the place, because, 
from the place of his shipwreck, he went 
directly to Syracuse, Rhegium, and Puteo- 
li, thus sailing in a direct course to Rome. 
In sailing from the other Melita to Rhe- 
gium, Syracuse would be far out of the 
direct course. The island now is in the 
possession of the British. 

2. And the harbarous people. See Note, 
Rom. i. 14. The Greeks regarded all as 
barbarians who did not speak their lan- 
guage ; and applied the name to all othei 
nations but their own. It does not de 
note, as it does sometimes with us, people 
of savage, uncultivated, and cruel habits, 
but simply those whose speech was un- 
intelligible. See 1 Cor. xiv. ]}. The is- 
land is supposed to have been peopled at 
first by the Phoecians, afterwards by the 
Phoenicians, and afterwards by a colony 
from Carthage. The language of the 
Maltese was* that of Africa, and hence 
it was called by the Greeks the language 
of barbarians. It was a language which 
was unintelligible to the Greeks and 
Latins. IF The rain. The continuance 
of the storm. IT And of the cold. The 
exposure to the water in getting to the 
shore, and probably to the coldness of 
the weather. It was now in the month 
of October. 

3. Had gathered a bundle of sticks. For 
the purpose of making a fire. IT 7'here 
came a viper. A poisonous serpent. Note, 
Matt. ni. 7 The viper was, doubtless, 
in the bundle of sticks or limbs of trees 
which Paul had gathered, but was con- 

2G 



on the fire, there came a viper out 
of the heat, ar^d fastened on hia 
hand. 

4 And when the barbarians saw 
the venomous beast hang on his 
hand, they said among themselves, 
No doubt " this man is a murderer^ 
whom, though he hath escaped the 



cealed, and was torpid. But when the 
bundle was laid on the fire, the viper 
became warmed by the heat, and ran 
out, and fastened on the hand of Paul 
'^ And fastened on his hand. k»3^;j-4/s 
This word properly means to join one's 
self to ; to touch ; to adhere to. It migh 
have been by coiling around his hand 
and arm ; or by fastening its fangs in his 
hand. It is not expressly aflSrmed that 
Paul was bitten by the viper, yet it is 
evidently implied ; and it is wholly in- 
credible, that a viper, unless miraculously 
prevented, should fasten himself to the 
hand without biting. 

4. The venomous beast. The word beast 
we apply usually to an animal of larger 
size than a viper. But the original word 
(3->i§i'ov) is applicable to animals of any 
kind, and especially applied by Greek 
writers to serpents. (See Schleusner.) 
IT No doubt. The fact that the viper had 
fastened on him, and that, as they sup 
posed, he must now certainly die, was 
the proof from which they inferred his 
guilt. ^ Isa murderer. Why they thought 
he was a murderer rather than guilty of 
some other crime, is not known. It might 
have been,(l.) Because they inferred that 
he must have been guilty ol some very 
atrocious crime, and as murder was the 
highest crime that man could commit, 
they inferred that he had been guilty of 
this. Or, (2.) More probably, they had an 
opinion that when divine vengeance 
overtook a man, he would be punished 
in a manner similar to the oflfence ; and 
as murder is committed usually with the 
hand, and as the viper had fastened on 
the hand of Paul, they inferred that he 
had been guilty of taking life. It was 
supposed among the ancients, that persons 
were often punished by divine vengeance 
in that part of the body which had been 
the instrument of the sin. IT Whom though 
he hath escaped the sea. They supposed 
that vengeance and justice would still 
follow the guilty ; that though he might 
escape one form of punishment, yet he 
would be exposed to another. And ths, 
to a certain extent, is true. These bar 
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§ea, yet vengeance suffereth not to 
live. 

5 And he shook off the beast into 
the fire, and felt *^ no harm i 

6 Howbeit, they looked when he 
should have swollen, or fallen down 
dead suddenly : but after they had 
looked a great while, and saw no 
harm come to him, they changed 
their minds, and said ^ that he was 
a god. 

7 In the same quarters were pos- 
sessions of the chief man of the 

a Mark 16,lS.Luke. 10.19. 6 c.U.lL 



barians reasoned from great original prin- 
ciples, written on the hearts of all men 
by nature, that there is a God of justice, 
and that the guilty would be punished. 
They reasoned InGorrectly, as many do,' 
only because that they supposed that 
every calamity is a judgment for some 
particular sin. Men often draw this con- 
clusion; and suppose that suffering is= to 
be traced to some particular crime, and 
to be regarded as a direct judgment from 
heaven. See Notes, John ix. 1—3. The 
general proposition, that all- sin will be 
punished at some time, is true ; but we 
are not qualified to affirm of particular 
calamities always that they are direct 
judgments for sin. In some cases we may. 
In the case of the drunkard, the gambler^ 
and the profligate, we cannot doubt, that 
the loss of property, health, and reputa- 
tion is the direct result of specific crime. 
[n the ordinary calamities of life, how- 
ever, it requires a more profound ac- 
quaintance with the principles of divine 
government than we possess, to affirm of 
each instance of suffering, that it isa par- 
ticular judgment for some crime. -^ Yet 
vengeance. 'H ^'/xsi, Diki, or justice, was 
represented by the heathen as a goddess, 
the daughter: of Jupiter, whose office it 
was to taK6 vengeance, or to inflict pun- 
ishment for crimes, f StiffereUi not to 
live. They regarded him as already a 
dead man. They supposed the effect of 
the bite of the viper would be so certainly 
fatal, that they might speak of him as al- 
ready in effect dead; -Beza. i 

5. And he shook offy&,c. In ihis' was 
remarkably fulfilled the promise of the 
Saviour (Mark xvi, 18): "They shall take 
up serpents," &c. 

6 When he shonli have swollen. When 
they expected he would have swollen 



island, whose name was Publius^ 
who received us, and lodged us 
three days courteously. 

8 And it came to pass, that the 
father of Publius lay sick of a fe- 
ver, and of a bloody flux : to whom 
''Paul entered in, and prayed, and 
laid '^his hands on hiiri, and healed 
him. 

9 So when this was done, others 
also, which had diseases in the 
island, came, and were healed ; 

10 Who also honoured ^ us with 

<!,J^mes. 5.14,15. d MaU.9.18. Mark6.5-7.32jl6.ia 

tuiie 4.40. c.19.11. lCor.I2.9,28. e lThess.2.6. ITim 
5,17. 



from: the bite of the viper. The poison 
of the viper is rapid ; and they expected 
that he would die soon. The word ren. 
dered "swollen" {7riiA,7r^c<,r^v.t) means 
properly to burn; to W inflamed; and 
then to be swollen from inflammation. 
This was what they expected here, that 
the poison would produce a violent in 
flammation. *!! Or fallen down dead sud- 
denly. As is sometimes the' case from 
the bite of the serpent, when a vital part 
is affected, "ir They changed their minds. 
They saw he was uninjured, and miracu- 
lously preserved ; and they supposed that 
none but a god could be thus kept from 
death. 'S 7'hat he was a god. That the 
Maltese were idolaters there can be no 
doubt. But what gods they worshipped 
is unknown, and conjecture vvould be 
useless. It was natural that they should 
attribute such a preservation to the pre- 
sence of a divinity. A similar instance 
occurred atLystra. See Notes, ch. xiv. 11. 

7. In the same quarters. In that place, 
or that part of the island. IT Possessions 
Property. His place of residence. IT The 
chief man, Gr. The^rsi man. Probably 
he was the governor of the island. 

8. A Moody flux. Gr. Dysentery. ^ A7id 
laid his hands on him, &c. In accord ance 
with the promise of the Saviour. Mark 
XVI, 18. This miracle was a suitable re- 
turn for the hospitality of Publius, and 
would serve to conciliate further the 
kindness of the people, and prepare the 
way for the usefulness of Paul. 

10. Who also honoured us. As men 
who were favoured of heaven, and who 
had been the means of conferring im- 
portant benefits on them in healing the 
sick, &c. Probably the word " honours" 
here means gifts, or marks of favour. 
^ l^hey laded w.§. They gave us, or con- 



Hosted by 



Google 



A.D. 63.] 



OHArTER XX^ nL 



351 



many honours; and when we de- 
parted, they laded us with such 
things "• as were necessary. 

11 And after three months we 
departed in a ship of Alexandria^ 
which had wintered in the isle, 
whose sign was Castor and Pollux. 

13 And landing at Syracuse, we 
tarried ^Aere three days. 

13 And from thence we fetched 
A compass, and came to Rhegium : 
and after one day the south wind 

oMatt.6.31-34; 10.8-10. 2Cor.2.5-U. Phil.4,1 1,12. 

ferred on us. They furnished us with 
such things as were necessary for us on 
our journey. 

11. And after three months. Probably 
they remained there so long, because 
there was no favourable opportunity for 
them to go to Rome. If they arrived 
there, as is commonly supposed, in Octo- 
ber, they left for Rome in January. IT In 
a ship of Alexandria. See Note, ch. xxvii. 
6. IT Whose sign. Which was ornament- 
ed with an image of Castor and Pollux. 
It was common to place on the prow of 
the ship the image of some person, or god, 
whose name the ship bore. This custom 
is still observed. IT Castor arid Folliix: 
These were two semi-deities. They were 
reputed to be twin brothers, sons of Ju- 
piter and Leda, the wife of Tyndarus, 
king of Sparta^ After their death, they 
are fabled to have been translated to hea- 
ven, and made constellations under the 
name ofgemini, or the twins. They then 
received divine honours, and were called 
the sons of Jupiter. They were supposed 
to preside over sailors, and to be their 
protectors ; hence it was not uncommon 
to place their image on ships. See autho- 
rities in Lempriere's Dictionary. 

12. And landing at Syracuse. Syracuse 
was the capital of the island of Sicily; on 
the eastern coast. It was in the direct 
course from Malta to Rome^ It contains 
at present about 18,000 inhabitants. 

13. We fetched a compass. We coasted 
about ; or we coasted along the eastern 
side of Sicily. The course can be seen 
on the map. ^ And came to Rhegium. 
This was a city of Italy, in the kingdom 
of Naples, on the coast near the south- 
west extremity of Italy. !t was nearly 
opposite to Messina, in Sicily. It is now- 
called Reggio. See the map. ^ The 
south wind. A wind favourable for their 
voyage. IT To Puteoli. The wells. It 
wa?i ce]§hr£^te^ for its warm baths, and 



blew, and we came tne next day to 
Puteoli ; 

14 Where we found brethren, 
and were desired to tarry with thein 
seven days : and so we went toward 
Rome. 

15 And from thence, when the 
brethren heard of us, they came^ 
to meet us as far as Appii Forum, 
and the Three Taverns: whom when 
Paul saw, he thanked God, and took 
courasfe. '^ 



b c.21.5. 3Jiio.6,8. 
27.14. 



c Josh.l. 6,7.9. lSam.30.6. Ps. 



from these, and its springs, it is supposed 
to have derived its name of the wells. It 
is now called Po22;uo/2, and is in the cam- 
pania q[ Naples, on the northern side of 
the bay, and about eight miles northw^esi 
from Naples. The town contains at pre- 
sent about 10,000 inhabitants. 

14. Brethren. Christian brethren. But 
by whom the gospel had been preached 
there, is unknown. 

15. And from thence. From Puteoli 
IT When the brethren heard of us. The 
Christians who were at Rome. ii As far 
as the Appii Forum. This was a city 
about 56 miles from Rome. The remains 
of an ancient city are still seen there. It 
is on the borders of the Pontine marshes. 
The city was built on the celebrated 
Appian way, or road from Rome to Capua. 
The road was made by Appius Claudius, 
and probably the city also. It was called 
the forum or market-place oi' Appuis, be- 
cause it was a convenient place for tra 
vellers on the A ppian way to stop for 
purposes of refreshment It was also a 
famous resort for pedlars and merchants. 
See Horace, b. i. sat. 5. 3. IT And the 
Three Taverns. This place was about 
eight or ten miles nearer Rome than the 
Appii Forum. Cicero ad Att. ii. 10. It 
undoubtedly received its name because 
it was distinguished as a place of refresh- 
ment on the Appian way. Probably the 
greater part of the company of Christians 
remained at this place, while the remain- 
der went forward to meet Paul, and to 
attend him on his way. The Chrigtians 
at Rome had doubtless heard much of 
Paul. His epistle to them had been writ- 
ten about the year of our Lord 57, or at 
least five years before this time. The in- 
terest which the Roman Christians felt in 
the apostle was thus manifested by their 
coming so far to meet him, though he wa.3 
a prisoner. If He thanked God. He had 
long ardently desired to see the Chris- 
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16 And when we came to Rome, 
the centurion delivered the prison- 
ers to the captain of the guard : 
but Paul was suffered to dwell by 
himself '^ with a soldier that kept 
him. 

17 And it came to pass, that 
after three days Paul called the 
chief of the Jews together : and 
when they were come together, he 
said unto them, Men and brethren, 
though ^ I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of 
our fathers, yet was I delivered '^ 
prisoner from Jerusalem into the 
hands of the Romans : 

18 Who, '^ when they had ex- 

a c.24.25; 27.3, b c.24.12,i3; 25.8. c c.21.33, 
&c. d c.24.10; 26.31. 

tians of Rome. Rom. 19— 11 ; xv 23. 32. 
Ho was novv^ grateful to God that the ob- 
ject of his long desire was at last granted 
to him. and that he was permitted to see 
them, though in bonds. IF And took cou- 
rage. From their society and counsel. 
The presence and counsel of Christian 
brethren is often of inestimable value in 
encouraging and strengthening us in the 
toils and trials of life. 

16. The captain of the guard. The 
commander of the Pretorian cohort, or 
guard. The custom was, that those who 
were sent from the provinces to Rome for 
trial were delivered to the custody of this 
guard. The name of the prefect or cap- 
tain of the guard at this time, was Bur- 
rhus Afranius. Tacit Ann. 12. 42. 1. 
IF But Paul was suffered^ &c. Evidently 
by the permission of the centurion, whose 
favour he had so much conciliated on the 
voyage. See ch. xxvii. 43. IT With a 
sotdier that kept him. That is, in the cus- 
todj?^ of a soldier, to whom he was chained, 
and who, of course, constantly attended 
him. See ch. xxiv. 23. Note, ch. xii. 6. 

17. Paul called the chief of the Jews. 
He probablY had two objects in this : one 
was to vindicate himself from the suspi- 
cion of crime, or to convince them tha>t 
the charges alleged against him were 
false; and the other, to explain to them 
the gospel of Christ. In accordance with 
his custom every where, he seized the 
earliest opportunity of making the gospel 
known to his own countrymen ; and he 
naturally supposed that charges highly 
unfavourable to his character, had been 
sert foi-ward against liirn to the Jews at 



amined me, would have let me go^ 
because th(;re was no cause of 
death in me. 

19 But when the Jews spake 
against it^ I was constrained to ap- 
peal * unto Cesar ; not that I had 
aught to accuse my nation of. 

20 For this cause therefore have 
I called for you, to see you^ and to 
speak with you : because that for 
the hope ^ of Israel I am bound 
with this cnain. ^ 

21 And they said unto him. We 
neither received letters out of Ju- 
dea concerning thee, neither any of 
the brethren that came showed oi 
spake any harm of thee. 

e c.25.11. /c.26.6,7. i- c.26.29. Eph-3.l: 4.1:t 
20. 2Tim,1.16; 2.9. Philem.10,13. 

Rome by those in Judea. f Against thd 
people. Against the Jews. ch. xxiv. 12 
IT Or customs, &c. The religious rites ol 
the nation. Note, ch. vi. 14. IF Was 1 
delivered prisoner, &c. By the Jews. ch. 
xxi. 33, &c. 

18. When they had examined me, &c. 
ch. xxiv. 10—27 ; xxv. xxvi. 31, 32. H No 
cause of death. No crime worthy ot 
death. 

19. The Jews spake against it. Against 
my being set at liberty. ^ / was con- 
strained^ By a regard to ray own safety 
and character. ^ To appeal unto Cesar. 
Note, ch. xxv. 11. '^ Not that I had 
aught, &c. I did it for my own preserva- 
tion and safety ; not that I wished to ac- 
cuse my own countrymen. It was not 
from motives of revenge, but for safety. 
Paul had been unjustly accused and in- 
jured ; yet with the true spirit of the 
Christian religion, he here says that he 
cherished no unkind feelings towards 
them. 

20. Because for the hope of Israel. On 
account of the hope which the Jews 
cherished of the coming of the Messiah, 
of the resurrection ; and of the future 
state through him. See this explained in 
the Note on ch. xxiii. 6, ^ I am hound 
with this chain. See Note, ch. xxvi. 29. 
Probably he was attached constantly to a 
soldier by a chain. 

21. We neither received letters, &c. 
Why the Jews in J^idea had not forward 
ed the accusation against Paul to their 
brethren at Rome, that they might con- 
tinue the prosecution before the emperor 
is not knovvri It is probable that thev 
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22 But we desire to hear of thee 
what thou thinkest : for as con- 
cerning this sect, we know that 
every where "• it is spoken against. 

23 And when they had appoint- 
ed him a day, there came many to 
him into his lodging ; * to whom he 
expounded '^ and testified the king- 
dom of God, persuading them con- 
cerning Jesus, both ^ out of the 
law of Moses, and out of the pro- 
phets, from morning till evening. 

24 And some ^ believed the 
things which were spoken, and 
some believed not. 

25 And when they agreed not 
among themselves, they departed, 
after that Paul had spoken one 

a Luke 2.34. c.24.5,14. lPet.2.12; 4.14. b Philem. 
2. c Luke 24.27. c.17.3; 19.8. dc.26.6,22. 



regarded their cause as hopeless, and 
choose to abandon the prosecution. Paul 
had been acquitted successively byLysias, 
Felix, Festus, and Agrippa ; and as they 
had not succeeded in procuring his con- 
demnation before them, they saw no 
prospect of doing it at Rome, and chose 
therefore not to press the prosecution any 
farther. IF Neither any of the brethren 
that came. Any of the Jews. There was 
a very constant intercourse between 
Judea' and Rome, but it seems that the 
Jews who had come before Paul had ar- 
rived, had not mentioned his case, so as 
to prejudice them against him. 

22. What tlioiL thinkest. What your 
belief is \ or what are the doctrines of 
Christians respecting the Messiah. II This 
sect. The sect of Christians. ^Spoken 
against. Particularly by Jews. This 
was the case then ; and to a great extent, 
is the case still. It has been the common 
lot of the followers of Christ to be spoken 
of with contempt. Comp. ch. xxiv. 5. 

23. Appointed him a day. A day when 
they would hear him. IT To his lodging. 
To the house where he resided, vet. 30. 
*ir He expounded. He explained or de- 
clared the principles of the Christian re- 
ligion. IT And testified the kingdom of 
God. Bore witness to, or declared the 
principles and doctrines of the reign of 
the Messiah. See Note, Matt. iii. 2. 1i Per- 
suading them concerning Jesus. Endea- 
vouring to convince them that Jesus was 
Oie Messiah. ^ Both out of the law of Moses. 
Endeavouring to convince them that he 
corresponded with the predictions re- 



word ; Well spake the Holy Ghost 
by Esaias f the prophet unto oui 
fathers, 

26 Saying, Go unto this people, 
and say. Hearing ye shall hear, 
and shall not understand ; and 
seeing ye shall see, and not per- 
ceive : 

27 For the heart of this people 
is waxed gross, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes have 
they closed ; lest they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, 
and I should heal them. 

28 Be it known therefore unto 
you, that the salvation of God is 

t c.14.4; 17.4; 19.9. Rom.3.3. / Ps.81.11. Isa.6.9. 
Jer.5.21. Eze.3.6,7; 12.Z. Matt. 13. 14, 15. Rom.11.8. 



specting the Messiah in the books of 
Moses. (See Gen. xlix. 10. Dout. xviii. 
18.) and with the types which Moses had 
instituted to prefigure the Messiah. 
H And out of the projjhets. Showing that 
he corresponded with the predictions of 
the prophets. See Note, ch. xvii. 3. 
^ From morning until evening. An in- 
stance of Paul's indefatigable toil in en- 
deavouring to win his own countrymen 
to Jesus as the Messiah. 

24. Andsome believed, &c. See Note, 
ch. xiv. 4. 

25 Had spoken one word. One decla- 
ration of solemn prophecy, reminding 
them that it was the characteristic of the 
nation to reject the testimony of God, and 
that it was to be expected. It was the 
last solemn warning which we know 
Paul to have delivered to his country- 
men the Jews. IF Well spake. Or he 
spoke the truth ; he justly described the 
character of the Jewish people. The 
passage here quoted was as applicable in 
the time of Paul as of Isaiah. IT The 
Holy Ghost. A full proof of the inspira- 
tion of Isaiah. "^ By Esaias. By Isaiah 
Isa. vi. 9, 10. 

26, 27. Saying, &c. See this passage 
explained in the Notes on Matt. xiii. 14 
and John xii. 39, 40. 

28. The salvation of God. The know 
ledge of God's mode of saving men. H Is 
sent unto the Gentiles. Since you hav6 
rejected it, it will be offered to them 
See Note, ch. xiii. 46. ^ And that thep 
will hear it. They will embrace it. Paul 
was never discouraged. If he gospel 
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seiit unto the Gentiles, <* and that 
they will hear it. 

39 And when he had said these 
words, the Jews departed, and 
fiad great reasoning among them- 
selves. 

30 And Paul dwelt two whole 

a Matt,21.41. c.l3.46,47j 18.6.J 22.21; 26.17,18. Rom. 
U.U 



THE ACTS. [A. D. 62. 

years in his :)wn hired house, and 
received all that came in unto him. 
31 Preaching * the kingdom o*' 
God, and teaching those thing* 
which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with all confidence, no man 
forbidding him. 

b c.4.31. Er.h.6,19. 



was rejected by one class of people, he 
was ready to offer it to another. If his 
own countrymen rejected and despised 
it, he never allowed himself to suppose 
that Christ had died in vain, but believed 
that others would be inclined to embrace 
Its saving benefits. How happy would it 
be if all Christians had the same unwa- 
vering faith and zeal as Paul ! 

29. And had great reasoning. Great 
discussion or debates. That is, the part 
which believed that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah (ver. 24) discussed the subject 
warmly with those who did not believe. 
This whole verse is wanting in the Syriac 
version, and in some Greek MSS., and is 
supposed by Mill and Griesbach to be 
spurious, 

30. Paiddwelitwo whole years. Doubt- 
less in the custody of the soldiers. Why 
he was not prosecuted before the empe- 
ror during this time is not known. It is 
evident, however (ver. 21), that the Jews 
were not disposed to carry the case be- 
fore Nero, and the matter, during this 
time, was suffered quietly to sleep. There 
is great probability that the JeWs durst 
not prosecute him before the emperor. 
It is clear that they had never been in 
favour of the appeal to Rome, and that 
they had no hope of gaining their cause. 
Probably they might remember the for- 
mer treatment of the Roman emperor of 
their people (Note, ch. xviii. 2) ; they 
might remember that they were despised 
at the Roman capital, and not choose to 
encounter the scorn and indignation of 
the Roman court ; and as there was no 
prosecution, Paul was suffered to live in 
quietness and safety. Lardner, however, 
supposen (vol. v. p. 528, 529. Ed. 8vo. 
Lond. 1629) that the case of Paul was 
soon brought before Nero, and decided ; 
and that the method of confinement was 
ordered by the emperor himself Light- 
ibot also supposes that Paul's ." accusers, 
who had come from Judea to lay their 
charge against him, would be urgent to 
get their business despatched, that they 
might be, returning to their own home 
again, and so would bring him to trial as 



soon as they could." But nothing cer 
tainly is known on the subject. It is evi- 
dent, indeed, from 2 Tim. iv. 16, that he 
was at some time arraigned before the 
emperor; but when it was, or what was 
the decision, or why he was at last set at 
liberty, are all involved in impenetrable 
obscurity. 'S In his own hired house. In 
a house which he was permitted to hire 
and occupy as his own. Probably in 
this he was assisted by the kindness of 
his Roman friends. '^ And received all, 
&c. Received all hospitably and kindly 
who came to him to show him kindness, 
or to listen to his instructions. It is evi- 
dent frojn this, that he was still a pri- 
soner, ^T,si was not permitted to go at 
large. 

31. Preaching the kingdom of God- 
Note, ch. XX. 25. IT With all confidence 
Openly and boldly, without any one to 
hinder him. It is known also, that Paul 
was not unsuccessful even when a pri- 
soner at Rome. Several persons were 
converted by his preaching even in the 
court of the emperor. The things which 
had happened to him, he says (Phil. i. 12, 
13, 14), had fallen out rather to the fur- 
therance of the gospel, so that his bonds 
in Christ were manifested in all the pa- 
lace, and in all other places; and m.my 
brethren in the Lord, says he, waxmg 
confident by my bonds, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear. In 
this situation,ihe was remembered with 
deep interest by the church at Philippi, 
who sent Epaphroditus to him with a con- 
tribution to supply his wants. Of their 
kindness he speaks in terms of the ten 
derest gratitude in Phil. ii. 25 ; iv. 18. 
During his confinement also, he was the 
means of the conversion of Onesimiis, a 
runaway slave of Philemon, of Colosse 
in Phrygia (Philem. 10); whom he sent 
back to his master with a letter to him- 
self, and with am epistle to the church at 
that place. See epistle to the Colossians 
iv. 8, 9. 18. During this imprisonment, 
he wrote, according to Lardner, the fol- 
lowing epistles, in the following order ani? 
time, viz : 
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Ephesians, April, A. D 61 

2 Timothy, May 61 

Philippiaiis, before the end of. . . 62 

Colossians 62 

Philemon 62 

Hebrews, spring of 63 

Here closes the inspired account of the 
propagation of Christianity, of the organ- 
ization of the Christian church, and of 
the toils and persecutions of the apostle 
Paul. Who can but be deeply affected 
when he comes to the conclusion of this 
inspired book of revivals, and of the 
history of the spread of the Christian 
religion, and of the account of that won- 
derful man — ^^the apostle Paul? Who 
can help heaving the sigh of regret, that 
this interesting historian did not carry 
forward the history of Paul till his death, 
and that henceforward, in the history of 
the church, we want this faithful, in- 
spired guide ; and that, from the close of 
this book, every thing becomes at once 
BO involved in obscurity and uncertainty ? 
Instead, however, of pouring forth the 
sigh of unavailing regret that the sacred 
historian has carried us no farther on- 
ward, we should rather speak the lan- 
guage of praise that he has given, by 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, a his- 
tory of the church for thirty years after 
the ascension oi^ the Saviour; that he 
has recorded the accounts of the first 
great revivals of religion ; that he has 
presented us the examples of the early 
missionary zeal ; that he has informed us 
how the early Christians endured perse- 
cution and toil ; that he has conducted 
us from land to land, and from city to 
city, showing us everywhere how the 
gospel was propagated, until we are led 
to the seat of the Roman power, and see 
the great apostle of Christianity there 
proclaiming, in that mighty ca^'ta.^ *"> ^^■» 
world, the name of Jesus as tne ftaviuui 
of men. Perhaps there could be no 
more appropriate close to the book of 
the inspired history, than thus to have 
conducted the apostle of the Gentiles, 
and to have recorded the spread of Chris- 
tianity, to the capital of the Roman world, 
and to leave the principal agent in the 
establishment of the Christian religion 
in that seat of intelligence, and influ- 
ence, and power. It is the conducting 
wf Christianity to the very height of its 
earthly victories ; and having shown its 
povi/er in the provinces oi^ the empire, it 
was proper for the inspired author of this 
ecclesiastical history to close the account 
with the record of its achievements in 
the capital. 



Why Luke closed his history here is 
not known. It may have been *hat he 
was not afterwards the companion of 
Paul ; or that he might have been him- 
self removed by death. It is agreed on 
all hands that he did not attend Paul in 
his subsequent travels ; and we should 
infer from the conclusion of this book, 
that he did not survive the ajaostle, aa 
it is almost incredible, if he did, that he 
did not mention his release and death 
It is the uniform account of antiquity, 
that Luke, after the transactions with 
which the Acts of the Apostles closes, 
passed over into Achaia, where he lived 
a year or two, and there died at the age 
of eighty-four years. 

Every thing in regard to the apostle 
Paul, after the account with which Luke 
closes this book, is involved in doubt and 
uncertainty. By what means he was set 
at liberty is not known ; and there is a 
great contradiction of statements in re- 
gard to his subsequent travels, and even 
the time of his death. It is generally 
agreed, indeed, that he was set at liber- 
ty in the year of our Lord 63. After 
this, some of the fathers assert, that ha 
travelled over Italy; and passed into 
Spain. But this account is involved in 
great uncertainty. Lardner, who hsa 
examined all the statements with care, 
and than whom no one is better qualified 
to pronounce an opinion on these sub- 
jects, gives the following account of the 
subsequent life of Paul. (Works, vol. v 
331—336. Ed. Lond. 1829.) He suppose 
that after his release, he went from 
Rome to Jerusalem as soon as possible 
that he then went to Ephesus, and from 
thence to Laodicea and Colosse ; and 
that he returned to Rome by Troas, Phi- 
lippi, and Corinth. The reason why he 
returned to Rome, Lardner supposes was, 
tJ'*!,! he regarded that city as opening be- 
lOre him the widest and most important 
field of labour; and that, therefore, he 
proposed there to spend the remainder 
of his life. 

In the year of our Lord 64, a dreadful 
fire happened at Rome which continued 
for six or seven days. It was generally 
supposed that the city had been set on 
fire by order of the emperor JNero. In 
order to divert the attention of the peo- 
ple from this charge against himself, he 
accused the Christians of having been 
the authors of the conflagration, and ex- 
cited against them a most furious and 
bloody persecution. In this persecution 
it is generally supposed that Paul and 
Peter suflTered death ; the fbrmar by be- 
ing beheaded, and the latter by crucifix- 
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ion. Patl is supposed to have been be- 
headed rather than crucified, tecause he 
was a Roman citizen, and because it was 
unlawful to put a Roman citizen to death 
on a cross. Lardner thinks that this 
occurred in the year 65. Where Paul 
was beheaded is not certainly known. 
It is generally supposed to have occurred 
ttt a place called ihe Salvian Waters, 
about three miles from Rome, and that 
he was buried in the Ostian Way, where 
a magnificent church was afterwards 
built. But of this there is no absolute 
certainty. 

It is far more important and interesting 
for us to be assured, from the character 
which he evinced, and from the proofs 
of his zeal and toil in the cause of 
the Lord Jesus, that his spirit rested in 
the bosom of his Saviour and his God. 
Wherever he died, his spirit, we doubt 
not, is in heaven. And where that body 
rested at last, which he laboured " to 
keep under," and which he sought to 
bring "into subjection" (1 Cor. ix. 27), 
and which was to him so much the source 
of conflict, and of sin (Rem. vii. 5. 23), 
is a matter of little consequence. It will 



be watched and guarded by the eye o^ 
that Saviour whom he served, and wit 
be raised up to eternal life. In his own 
inimitable language, it was sown in ccr. 
ruption; it shall be raised in incorruf>- 
tion; itwas sown in dishonour, it shall 
be raised in glory ; it was sown in weak 
ness, it shall be raised in power ; it was 
sown a natural body, it shall be raised a 
spiritual body. 1 Cor. xv. 42 — 44. And 
in regard to him, and to all other sainJs, 
wnen that corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and that mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written, death 
is swallowed up in victory. 1 Cor. xv. 
54. To Paul now, what are all his sor- 
rows, and persecutions, and toils in the 
cause of his Master ? What but a source 
of thanksgiving that he was permitted 
thus to labour to spread the gospel 
through the world ? So may we live- 
imitating his life of zeal, and self-denial, 
and faithfulness, that when he rises 
from the dead we may participate w'.tfa 
him in the glories of the resurrection c^ 
the just. 
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